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SCHEDULE. 


Ss er SSS 
NORTH AMERICA. 


Place. Name. Date. SUBJECT. Page, 
1851. 
CANADA . ’ . «| 1. Earl of Elgin and August 1 . | Transmitting Blue Book for 1850, with Tables of 
Kincardine. the Trade and {Navigation of the Province for 
the same Year . 1 


QUANTITY and VALUE of, and AMOUNT 
of DUTY COLLECTED on, the Principal 3 
Articles of BRITISH and FOREIGN MER- 
CHANDIZE entered for Consumption during 
the Year ending 5th January 1851 : 

QUANTITY and VALUE of the Principal Ar- 
ticles of CANADIAN PRODUCE and MA-| 6 
NUFACTURE Exported . % 

EXPORTS, IMPORTS, and Amount of 
DUTIES COLLECTED at EACH PORT in 
Canada, 1850 . 8 

BRITISH and FOREIGN MERCHANDIZE 
entered for Consumption, Years 1849 and 1850 | 9 

VALUE of GOODS entered for Consumption, 
Years 1848, 1849, and 1850, and DUTIES 


COLLECTED : 10 
GOODS in WAREHOUSE under Bond Ist 

January 1851 . li 
STATEMENT of IMPORTS during the Years 

1849 and 1850 : Il 


ARTICLES IMPORTED into Canads from 
Great Britain and the North American Pro- 
vinces in 1850, admitted Free of Duty . rye | pa lal 

Gross and Net REVENUE received from Cus- 
toms Duties for the Years 1847, 1848, 1849, 


and 1850 . 12 
SHIPS INWARD during the Year 1850, and 
the two preceding Years 3 12 


SHIPS OUTWARD during the Weng 1850, cad 
the preceding Year, from the Ports of Mon- 


treal and Quebee ‘ 12 
STATISTICAL VIEW of the COMMERCE of 
Canada during the Year 1850 . 12 


Number of Gallons of PROOF SPIRITS Dis- 
tilled in the Province of Canada in 1841, 
1848, 1849, and 1850 : 13 

Number and "Tonnage of VESSELS from Sea 
entered INWARDS at the Ports of Quebec and 
Montreal during 1844, 1845, 1846, 1841, 
1848, 1849, and | 1850 % 13 

FOREIGN VESSELS entered INWARDS at 
the Ports of Quebec and Montreal during 1850 | 13 

Number and Tonnage of VESSELS REGIS- 
TERED at the several Ports during the Year 


1850 ; 13 
Number and Tonnage of VESSELS BUILT at 

the several Ports during the Year 1850 . , 14 
REVENUE of the several Ports for Quarters 

ending 5th April 1850 and 1851 . : 14 


Aggregate VALUE of IMPORTS into the 
UNITED STATES from CANADA, for the 
Year ending 3lst December 1850 f 15 

Relative AMOUNT of BUSINESS done in 
American and Canadian Vessels at AME- 


RICAN PORTS . . - . eee 
NOVA SCOTIA : - | 2. Sir J. Harvey . - | October 30. | Transmitting Blue Book for 1850, with Remarks | 
—Increasing Prosperity of the Province «4 15 


NEW BRUNSWICK . - | 3. Sir E, Head . - | August 25 . Forwarding Blue Book for 1850, with Observa- 
tions thereon. Improvement in the Agricul- 
tural and Commercial Prosperity of the Province 16 


12 


iv SCHEDULE. 
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NORTH AMERICA—continued. 


Place. Name. Date. SUBJECT. Page. 
1851. 
NEW BRUNSWICK—con- oo . . | REVENUE of New Brunswick, Jan. 1 to, 
tinued, June 30, 1851, compared with corresponding 
period of 1850 ° 16 


FINANCES of New Brunswick, Dec. 31, 1850. | 17 
Amount due by the Province on account of BYE 


| ROADS, Aug. 1,1850 . r 3 Bh ey 
| Price of SPRUCE LOGS per 1000 superficial 
feet in 1849-50-51 . . ° . ~ 4 18 
Price of SPRUCE DEALS per 1000 superficial 
feet in 1849-50-51 . ° 18 


Result of the first sale of TIMBER LICENSES 
in each of the Years 1849-50-51 5 Pan le ts: 


NEWFOUNDLAND . . | 4, SirJ.G. Le Marchant | April14 . | Transmitting Blue-Book for 1850, with Remarks 
illustrating the general Condition of the Colony 19 


ARTICLES IMPORTED . . ‘ « | 19 


Estimated Value of [IMPORTS  . . weak 
ARTICLES EXPORTED . F ; ella 
OILS EXPORTED . , - 4 ee 


FISH EXPORTED . . . ‘ . | 23 
SHIPPING INWARDS_ . : ; . | 23 
Ditto OUTWARDS . : . : . | 24 
State and Prospects of AGRICULTURE—Po- 
tato Disease has again displayed itself with 
virulence . A eons . | 24 


BERMUDA... F . | 5. Gavernor Elliot . | June 4. . | Forwarding Blue Book for 1850. : aah 
| Vote of 2,500/. by the Legislature for the Con- 
struction of a CAUSEWAY, to be executed by 
Conyict Labour ° ° . : . 
Comparative View of the POPULATION, 1843 26 
and 1851 : . : . . 
Remarks on the state of EDUCATION and 
SCHOOLS—Necessity of Improvement in the 
Training of Youth—Opinion as to the means 
of restoring the West India Colonies to their 
former prosperity. ‘ . : 2 124 
EXPORTS and IMPORTS . ; : ‘ 
IMMIGRATION—Eligibility of the Bermudas 
for the reception of Coloured Refugees . * 
Comparative Account of the Quantity of LIQUORS 
and Value of ARTICLES of FOOD and 
RAIMENT Imported into Bermuda, 1833-35 
(about the period of the Emancipation of the 
Slaves), compared with Years 1848-50 - | 30 


| 

| 

| 6. Governor Elliot . | June 26 . | Transmitting Memorandum by the Deputy Com- 
| missary-General of Expenditure incurred by 
: ; Great Britain for Naval and Military Protec- 
| | tion, and in aid of Convict Establishment, be- 
tween April 1, 1848, and March 31, 1851. | 30 
i | Account of BULLION Imported from England, 
1848-51 7 5 ° : ; =» | ou 
| | | Statement of COINS received into Commissariat 
| | Chest, 1848-51 ‘ F 7 : . | 3l 


No Rerort received from Prince Epwarp Isnanp. 


WEST INDIES. 
ee eee ee ene earn ee ee ee ee EE SET ae ETS ee 
BAHAMAS . s . | 7. Governor Gregory . | May5. . | Transmitting Report on the Bahamas, together 

with Blue Book for 1850 . : F . | 32 
REVENUE and EXPENDITURE : . | 83 
Expenditure of CROWN FUNDS in 1850. | 35 
Value of IMPORTS, 1848-50. . «(ead 
REPORT of BOARD of EDUCATION for 1850 | 41 


8. Governor Gregory . | Sept.6. . | Enclosing Report of Stipendiary Justice Inglis on 
the Bimini Islands and Grand Bahamas 45 
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WEST INDIES—continued. 


Plaee. Name. Mt Date. SUBJECT. Page. 
1851. 
{ BARBADOS . . . | 9. Sir W. M. G. Cole- | May 12. | Transmitting Blue-Book for 1850 . 50 
brooke. Proposal for Constructing a HARBOUR. of 


REFUGE at Bridgetown by Convict Labour . | 50 
EMPLOYMENT of CONVICTS in the Removal 
of a Mud-bank, by which the Health of the 
City and Garrison has been affected . 
REVENUE, 1850. ee ea 
COLONIAL EXPENDITURE, 1850 . + | 51 
| | LOCAL and PAROCHIAL EXPENDITURE 51 
EXPENDITURE, GREAT BRITAIN . « | 51 


H POPULATION, 1 844 . ‘ Poles! 
| LAND under Galsivation Fi : . ey ie 
COINS and CURRENCY . « | 52 


Statistics of CHURCHES and SCHOOLS - | 52 
Value of IMPORTS and EXPORTS - | 52 
SHIPPING Inwards and Outwards 5 - | 52 
Return of CRIMES and other Offences . 52 
Report by Lieut.-Col. Ward, on the practicability 
of forming a COALING WHARF within the 
Mole at Bridgetown . r 53 
PLAN shewing the proposed HARBOUR OF 
REFUGE at Bridgetown, and PLAN of CAR- 
LISLE BAY, shewing the City, &e. . + 158 
10. Earl Grey. + | May7. ~ | Remarks on the Project for Constructing a 
HARBOUR of REFUGE at Bridgetown . | 53 

11. Sir W. M. G. Cole- | Aug. 27 . | Transmitting General Abstract compiled from the 
broke. Blue Books of 1830, 1835, 1840, 1845, and 
1850; with aview of exhibiting ‘the changes 
which have occurred at intervals of every Five 
Years since the Abolition of Slavery . » | 54 


GOVERNMENT OF THE WINDWARD ISLANDS. 
— 


REVENUE—in Sterling. ; . « | 57 

EXPENDITURE—Colonial : r - | 58 

Ditto—Local and Parochial . . A + | 58 

Ditto—Great Britain . : - ; - | 59 

POPULATION . ‘i : F anleno: 

LAW , F 3 . 5 - | 60 

CHURCHES - ‘ - | 61 

SCHOOLS - 5 A - | 62 

IMPORTS and EXPORTS . ‘ é - | 62 

SHIPPING . é F ‘ - | 6F 

COINS and CURRENCY . A : « | 63 

CRIMES and other Offences . 64 
GRENADA : - | 12. Sir W. M. G, Cole- | June 30. | Transmitting Report by Mr. President Checkley 
brooke. on Blue Book for 1850—Increase in the pro- 


duction of Sugar, Rum, Coffee, Cocoa, and 
| Arrow-root—Beneficial effect of a ee of 


African Immigrants . : 64 

INCOME and EXPENDITURE . : - | 66 

IMPORTS and EXPORTS, 1849-50. 66 
PRODUCE made or manufactured in the e years 

1849-50. - 66 

REVENUE 3 : . - | 68 

COLONIAL EXPENDITURE ‘ 68 

LOCAL and PAROCHIAL EXPENDITURE. 68 

EXPENDITURE, GREAT BRITAIN . - | 68 

POPULATION (1844) ° : . - | 68 

LAND under Cultivation . ; : - | 69 

COINS and CURRENCY . - | 69 

Statistics of CHURCHES and SCHOOLS. - | 69 

Value of IMPORTS and EXPORTS 5 - | 69 

SHIPPING—Inwards and Outwards : - | 69 

| Return of CRIMES and other Offences . 69 
l TOBAGO . > - | 13. Sir W. M.G.Cole- | May 15. | Forwarding Blue Book for 1850, with Report 

brooke. thereon by Mr. President Yeates . 70 
EXPORT DUTY on Sugar, Rum, and Molasses 

REDUCED . 71 
Remarks on the INEQUALITY of the AS- 

SESSED TAXES . 71 

UNSATISFACTORY STATE of the FINANCES 71 

IMPORTS and EXPORTS . ° 16 

REVENUE ; . - | 76 

COLONIAL EXPENDITURE . meiherfa 

EXPENDITURE, GREAT BRITAIN . ani 16 

POPULATION (1844) ; ° Pra nr 
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WEST INDIES—continued. 
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Place. Name. . Date. SUBJECT. Page 
1851. 
TOBAGO—continued. Sends ac! COINS and CURRENCY . oo aie sale ct 
CHURCH STATISTICS . . : Palle oi! 
SCHOOL STATISTICS. r o) NE 
Value of EXPORTS and IMPO RTS a vi 
SHIPPING, Inwards and Outwards < : dug 
Returns of CRIMES and other Offences . Fi iten! Ws 
ST. VINCENT . . | 14, Sir W. M. G. Cole- | June 20. | Transmitting Report on Blue Book for 1850 . | 18 
brooke. Unfavourable effect on the CROPS, in conse- 
quence of the continuance of Dry Weather ant 
the ravages of the Small-pox * . pele i: 
4 REVENUE and EXPENDITURE 18 
z, Renewal of MADEIRA IMMIGRATION on 
< BOUNTY inexpedient 80 
2) Usefulness of the LIBERATED AFRICAN 
a IMMIGRANTS—Their good Conduct—Con- 
4 tracts for Three Years’ Service recommended . 80 
= IMPORTS and EXPORTS, 1849-50. 84 
a Detailed Statement and Comparison of the COM- 
a MERCE of the Colony, for 1849 and 1850 . | 87 
= Increased attention to the CULTIVATION of 
a COTTON 88 
Bi REPORTS on AFRICAN IMMIGRANTS by J ° 
fu Messrs. M‘Nicol and Sutherland, Stipendiary 
° Magistrates. 4 89 
Be Number of African Immigrants located on Estates 
a on 3lst Dec. 1850 . 93 
= Extract from REPORT of the POLICE MA- 
=) | GISTRATE, Kingston District . ‘ 93 
s REVENUE. ‘ en 
3 COLONIAL EXPENDITURE ‘ 95 
| LOCAL and PAROCHIAL EXPENDITURE 95 
EXPENDITURE, GREAT BRITAIN . . | 95 
POPULATION ‘ : . : «| 95 
LAND ‘ : 5 - | 95 
COINS and CURRENCY . . . «| 95 
CHURCHES . Z : f j cap oe 
| SCHOOLS . » | 96 
Value of IMPORTS and EXPORTS e ‘ 96 
SHIPPING, Inwards and Outwards A 96 
Return of CRIMES and OTHER OFFENCES 96 
ST. LUCIA r . | 15. Sir W. M. G. Cole- | May 13. Transmitting Blue Book for 1850, with Lieut.- 
brooke. Governor's Report thereon 96 


Opinion advanced, that profitable returns may 
be obtained from the CULTIVATION of the 
CANE confirmed by the Prices lately realised 


for Estates 97 
NEW SYSTEM “of ADMINISTERING JUS- 
TICE , 97 
| Value and Quantity of SUGAR EXPORTED 
in 1849-50. : . 98 
REVENUE : : A «| 98 
COLONIAL EXPENDITU. RE . 99 
LOCAL and PAROCHIAL EXPENDITURE 99 
EXPENDITURE, GREAT sa «| 99 
Estimated POPULATION . ‘ ima 99 
COINS and CURRENCY . «| 90 
Statistics of CHURCHES and SCHOOLS : 99 
Value of IMPORTS and EXPORTS. - | 100 
SHIPPING, Inwards and Outwards Z oo} 200 
Return of CRIMES and other Offences . - | 100 
a. { ANTIGUA . .. | £6. Governor Mackintosh} April 14 . | Transmitting Blue-Book for 1850. 101 
55 Partial FAILURE OF THE CROP, in conse- 
os quence of the prevalence of Drought. - | 102 
5S | Opinion on the West India Question ; 102 
ae CULTIVATION of COTTON recommenced . | 102 
as No retrogression in the state of the Island observ- 
Be able 102 
37 l ST. KITT’S . . ~- | 1%. Governor Mackintosh} May 10 . Transmitting Blue-Book for 1850, ‘with Copy of 
Lieut.-Governor’s Despatch accompanying it . | 103 
Comparative Statement of Receipts under the 
OLD and NEW SYSTEM of Sera 
LAWS - | 104 


IMPORTS and EXPORTS, 1849-50 . =. | 105 


SCHEDULE. Vii 
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WEST INDIES—continued. 


t 
Place. Name. Date, SUBJECT. Page. 


— | —-—— — 


; 1851 
( ST. KITT’ S—contineud. ae Ps CROPS DIMINISHED by a Drought of Three 
Years’ duration ; : ‘ ‘< - | 106 
REPORT of the IMMIGRATION AGENT on 
the State of the Immigrant Liberated Africans | 107 
MONTSERRAT . . | 18. President Baynes . | Feb.18 . | Report to accompany Blue-Book for 1850. . | 108 
His anticipations of general Improvement in the 
state of the Island have been realised—De- 


crease of Crime ° : : . - | 108 
REVENUE and EXPENDITURE ; - | 108 
IMPORTS and EXPORTS : : - | 108 
SUGAR CULTIVATION at the present rate of 

Wages at Montserrat is remunerative . - | 110 
CONSOLIDATION of COUNCIL and AS- 


SEMBLY recommended . * , ;: Pe ete 
Comparative RATE OF TAXATION paid by 

each Individual in Montserrat, and in Great 

Britain and other Countries ' 5 pale lle) 
Copy of PRESIDENT’S SPEECH to the LEGIS- 


Report of the Commissioners appointed to examine 
into the state of the Streets in the Towns of 
Plymouth and Kinsale — Precautions taken 


GOVERNMENT OF = LEEWARD ISLANDS. 


DEFICIENCY IN THE CROP, in consequence 
of the Drought—Conduct of the Labouring 


Classes satisfactory . : : A - | 119 

{| DOMINICA. . . . | 21. Governor Mackintosh] April28 . Transmitting Blue-Book for 1850, with Lieut.- 
Governor’s Despatch accompanying it . . | 120 

PROGRESSIVE IMPROVEMENT in the re- 
sources of the Colony : - . mo 20 
CROPS promise an abundant Harvest. A Paleie 

BRITISH GUIANA . . | 22. Governor Barkly . | May . . | Forwarding Blue Book for 1850, with Retnarks 
. thereon . . : 5 . : - | 122 

IMPROVED PROSPECTS of COLONIAL 
AGRICULTURE . : 122 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT for 1850 : » | 125 
COMMITMENTS to the GAOLS, 1835-40 . | 134 


Ditto from 1841 to 1849 : 5 x . | 185 
Cases disposed of by the STIPENDIARY 
MAGISTRATES, 1848 to 1850 ; 135 


Ditto by the POLICE MAGISTRATES during 
the sume period : ‘ . . 3 
Number of PRISONERS at the different GAOLS 
at the end of each Quarter, 1848, 1849, 1850 | 136 
Number of PERSONS COMMITTED FOR 
TRIAL before the Supreme Court, 1847-50 . | 137 
Tabular Report of the PENAL SETTLEMENT, 


Massaroony River, for December, 1850 . | 137 
Return of CONVICTS ATTENDING SCHOOL 
at Massaroony River, December, 1850 . . | 188 


DEATHS in the Penal Settlement during 1850. | 138 
REPORT of the Chairman and Directors of the 
BRITISH GUIANA BANK ., 4 - | 139 
Return of CULTIVATED ESTATES SOLD 
at Execution Sale during 1850, ‘ : 
PRODUCE (Sugar, Rum, Molasses, and Coffee) 
EXPORTED from the Colony, 1839-1850 . | 140 
[TRINIDAD . . . . . | 23. Lord Harris . .|Feb.10 . Forwarding Blue-Book for 1850° . 2 ucla! 
REVENUE and EXPENDITURE. . | 141 
Prospects of the Island improving—Success of 
ORDINANCE imposing Local Rates—Satis- 
factory state. of the IMMIGRANTS—Indis- 
position of the CREOLE POPULATION to 


Labour on Sugar Estates. . ; . | 142 
CROP of 1850 compared with the previous 10 
years, 3 years, and largest and sinallest Crop . | 143 


No Rerorrs received, from JAMAICA or Honpuras. 


a 


LATURE . F 113. 


against the invasion of Cholera . ° . A ihe 
VIRGIN ISLANDS. | 19. Governor Mackintosh] June 25. Transmitting Blue-Book for 1850 . ‘ » | 118 
EMBARRASSED STATE of the FINANCES 
—Rural Population orderly—Change in the 
System of working SUGAR ESTATES «4 118 
NEVIS . . . . . | 20. Governor Mackintosh April 12. | Transmitting Blue-Book for 1850, with President 
Shortland’s Remarks thereon ‘ 119 


15 


16 


Viii 
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ee 


IONIAN ISLANDS . 


STERRA LEONE 


GOLD COAST 


GAMBIA . 


MEDITERRANEAN AND AFRICA. 


Name. 


Date. 


1851 


24. Lieut.-General Ellice | July 24 


25. SinH. G. Ward 


26. Governor Macdonald 


2%. Lieut.-Governor Ban- 
nerman. 


28. Governor Macdonnell 


August 2 


August 18 . 


April 7 


Mayl. 


SUBJECT. 


Transmitting Blue-Book for 1850 . 

REVENUE and EXPENDITURE—Surplus 
Funds, 31st December, 1850 ; Py 

PUBLIC WORKS 

MILITARY EXPENDITURE incurred by 
Great Britain . f ; 

State of CRIME - 

CRIMINAL CODE laid hefore the Council 

IMPORTS and EXPORTS. 


State of the QUARANTINE QUESTION 

Forwarding Blue Book for 1850, with Report 
thereon—General prosperity of the Inhabitants 

REVENUE and EXPENDITURE—Cause of 
Increase and Decrease explained . 

Payment made of the full stipulated Sum for 
MILITARY PROTECTION 

Forwarding Blue Book for 1850, with Report 
thereon . . 

REVENUE, from 1840 to 1850 . , 

EXPENDITURE, from 1840 to 1850 . . 

REVENUE estimated and actually collected 

EXPENDITURE estimated and actually incurred 

Return of ESTIMATED REVENUE and AC- 
TUAL EXPENDITURE 

Estimated Value in Sterling of IMPORTS, from 
1840 to 1850 . 

Ditto of EXPORTS, from 1840 to 1850 él 

SHIPPING INWARDS _. : : 

SHIPPING OUTWARDS . 

Value in Sterling of the various ARTICLES of 
COMMERCE EXPORTED during the years 
from 1840 to 1850 . 

State of the LIBERATED ‘AFRICANS—Cul- 
tivation of Coffee and Cotton F 

PRODUCE saved in the Rural Districts in the 
years 1849 and 1850 

Quantity of STOCK veined during he same 

years. 

POPULATION, "TRADE, and OCCUPATION ; 
RACES and "RELIGIOUS CREEDS 

List of AFRICAN TRIBES, Members of which 
have been redeemed from Slavery in the Colony 

Total Number of EMIGRANTS of all Classes 
from the Colony to the West Indies, from April, 
1841, to December, 1850 . 

Number of CAPTURED AFRICANS i in ‘charge 
of the Local Government during 1849 and 1850 

EDUCATION and SCHOOLS, State of . : 

CRIMINALS tried at the General Quarter Ses- 
sions for years 1849 and 1850. 

Number of HOUSES in Freetown and Rural 
Districts 

ena Blue-Book for 1850, with Remarks 
thereo 

State of. the NATIVE POPULATION— —No 
Census ever taken . . 

CULTIVATION of COTTON commenced 

EDUCATION PEcaeessiie—hens of 
the Wesleyan Missionaries 

TRANSFER of the DANISH FORTS to Great 
Britain has been most beneficial in suppressing 
the SLAVE TRADE and driving the SLAVE 
TRADERS from the Coast! : 

Transmitting Blue-Book for 1850, with Remar 
thereon . 

Insrease of REVENUE ; 

SHIPS and TONNAGE sleared Outward, 
1849, 1850 . . 

Value of EXPORTS . 

Extensive CULTIVATION ‘AND TRADE in 
GROUND-NUTS . 

LOCAL RATE of 4 per cent., Levied for Drain- 
age of the Town and other Improvements 


189 


192 
196 
197 


197 
198 


198 


199 


199 
199 


200 
200 


201 
201 


. SCHEDULE. ix 
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MEDITERRANEAN ,AND AFRICA—continued. 


| Place. 


GAMBIA—continued. 


Name, Date. SUBJECT. Page, 


fe — —  _ 


CESSION of aSMALL TRACT of COUNTRY, | . 
near Bathurst, by the Chiefs of Combo . + | 202 
Recommends that an EXPEDITION should be 
sent TO ASCERTAIN THE SOURCE OF 
THE GAMBIA, and what Rivers flow into 
it: His late Tour up the River extended 610 _ 
miles above Bathurst ° , é ‘ « || He 


‘No Reports received from Gipraurar or the Carr of Goop Hore. 


rr 


‘NEW SOUTH WALES 


AUSTRALIAN COLONIES. 


29. Sir C. A. FitzRoy . | Jan. 30 ~. | Transmitting Abstract of the REVENUE of 
NEW SOUTH WALES in the years ended 
3ist December 1849 and 1850, respectively . | 204 
Total Amount of REVENUE received in the 
DISTRICTS of SYDNEY and PORT 
PHILLIP in the year 1850 y 204 
REVENUE of NEW SOUTH WALES, ex- 
clusively of the DISTRICT of PORT 
PHILLIP, years ended ‘31st ‘December 1849 
and 1850, respectively ‘ 206 
Abstract of the REVENUE of PORT PHILLIP, 
years ended 31st December 1849 and 1850, 


respectively. 207 
30. Sir C. A. FitzRoy. | July7. . | Transmitting Blue Book for 1860, with Remarks 
thereon .« -| 207 
POPULATION. . ° ; * » | 218 
IMMIGRATION . . ‘i ‘ - | 214 
| BIRTHS . F : ° : , - | 215 
MARRIAGES . . : : . - | 215 
‘| DEATHS . 5 ; . a ‘ - | 216 
SCHOOLS : . - | 216 
LUNATICS—Sydney, "Parramatta. 4 ee aby 
Ditto, Port Phillip . : . - | 218 
AGRICULTURE— —Populaton oe iw STS 
VINEYARDS - : : f - | 219 
LIVE STOCK . - | 220 
‘| "TALLOW and LARD made i in the’ Colony - | 221 
MILLS. * A - | 221 
MANUFACTORIES . 221 
MANUFACTURES—Woollens, Soap, Tobauco, 
Refined Sugar . 3 222 
IMPORTS-— Articles, Quantity, and Value, "Sydney 223 
Ditto, Port Phillip. 225 
EXPORTS—Articles, Quantity, and Value, Sydney 227 
Ditto, Port Phillip 4 - | 229 
WHALE FISHERIES—Vessels employed e | 280 
IMPORTS ‘ . fa - | 230 
EXPORTS : ° - | 230 
IMPORTS and EXPORTS—Value : - | 230 
IMPORT of GRAIN . ; f . . | 231 
EXPORT of GRAIN . x . - | 231 
IMPORT of BUTTER and CHEESE . «| 281 
EXPORT of BUTTER and CHEESE . - | 231 
IMPORT of LIVE STOCK. A : 0 231 
EXPORT of LIVE STOCK. : . - | 232 
IMPORT of SALT MEAT . ; : --| 232 
EXPORT of SALT MEAT. c : - | 232 
IMPORT of HIDES and LEATHER . - | 282 
EXPORT of HIDES and LEATHER . » | 232 
EXPORT of WOOL . 5 Z : - | 233 
EXPORT of TALLOW, . . + | 288 
EXPORT of BARK . : i . - | 233 
IMPORT of TIMBER ; ‘ . » | 233 
EXPORT of TIMBER ‘ : oy ~ © 288 
EXPORT of OIL : . ‘ . - | 234 
SHIPPING INWARDS . - . - | 234 
SHIPPING OUTWARDS . ci ‘ - | 234 
VESSELS REGISTERED . i F - | 234 
AUCTION DUTY . 5 ; : - | 235 


‘We 
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AUSTRALIAN COLONIES—continued. 


Place. : Name. Date. SUBJECT, Page. 

1851. i 
NEW SOUTH WALES— - . coaes LAND SALES . ? . « | 235 
continued. MORTGAGES on LAND—Sydney ‘ . | 235 
Ditto, Port Phillip - | 235 


MORTGAGES on LIVE STOCK—Sydney - | 235 
PREFERABLE LIENS on ae ere 


Phillip . s = 236 
CONVICTIONS ‘ . | 336 
CRIMINALS EXECUTED ; : 2 | 286 
LITIGATION . : : r . | 237 
REVENUE ‘ ; 3 wee ee) ead 
EXPENDITURE i a ‘ : « | 288 
COIN wads 
Price of WAGES, MERCHANDIZE, and 

PRODUCE . ; i . | 239 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA . | 31. Governor Fitzgerald | April 30 . | Transmitting Blue-Book for 1850 . 239 
RAPID PROGRESS and PROSPERITY OF 
THE COLONY since its establishment as a 
Penal Settlement é . : 
Return of PUBLIC WORKS, ROADS, 
CANALS, BRIDGES, BUILDINGS, &e., 


: undertaken during the year ° 245 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA - | 32. SirH, E.F. Young. | Aprill4 . | Forwarding Blue Book for 1850. F . | 246 
INCREASE of POPULATION . . | 246 

HARVEST less than usual average . | 247 

LAND SALES and SURVEYS . . . | 247 

REVENUE and EXPENDITURE é 248 


IMMIGRATION—Great Demand for Labourers 248 
EDUCATION and RELIGIOUS IN — 


TION . f a 249 
CRIME . . | 250 
Return of CHURCHES and CHAPELS 250 


Total Number of LETTERS and NEWS- 
PAPERS passed through the Post Office in 1850) 251 
Shipments of METAL and ORE compared with 


1849. 251 
Observations on the Temperature of the BURRA 

BURRA MINE _. ‘ 252 
Alleged DISCOVERY of COAL . . . | 252 
INSTRUCTION of ABORIGINES . . | 253 


TOUR up the RIVER MURRAY and descent 
to the Sea— River found Navigable for small 
Steamers 253 
Amount Expended on PUBLIC WORKS—New 
LIGHTHOUSES. 254 
REPORT of the SURVEYOR-GENERAL for 
the Year 1850. 254 
Return of LAND RESERVED or PUR- 
CHASED for Public Uses, for Year thi 


December 1850 ‘ A 257 
LAND SOLD during the Year 1850. 258 
Return of LAND SOLD AND UNSOLD in 
the Province . 260 
Leases of WASTE LANDS, and Rules for 
1850. common Pasturage . ° . 260 
NEW ZEALAND . . . | 33. Governor Grey . | Oct. 25 . | Transmitting Blue Book for 1849 . : 263 
Value of IMPORTS and EXPORTS, Province 
of NEW ULSTER, 1848 and 1849. a - | 263 
POPULATION of NEW ULSTER, 1849 . 264 
Value of IMPORTS and EXPORTS, Province 
of NEW MUNSTER, 1848 and 1849 . | 204 


POPULATION of NEW MUNSTER, 1849 . | 264 
No Reports received from Van Diemen’s Lanp or New Zeauanp for 1850. 


EASTERN COLONIES. 


1851. 
ST. HELENA . . . . | 34 Governor Clarke . | May8. . | Transmitting Blue Book for 1850, with remarks 
thereon . 265 
ESTIMATED REVENUE of the Island for the 
Year 1850, 266 


ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE of he Island 
for the Year 1850 . e ° A . | 267 
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EASTERN COLONIES—continued. 


Ream sae ee ee ee ee ee ee ae al Oe ee ty 
Place. Name. Date. SUBJECT. i 
1851. 


Transmitting Blue Book for 1850, with Remarks 
on the im proved condition of the Colony . 

Increase of REVENUE and Reduction of EX- 
PEN DITURE ; = 

Statement of IMPORTS and EXPORTS te 

POPULATION—Disparity of the Sexes—Mea- 
sures for remedying it 

State of the GAOLS and PRISONS— Minute 
addressed to the Prison Committee pointing out 
Reforms required. 

CHURCH ESTABLISHMENT—Mauritius not 
included in any Episcopal See ; recommends it 
should be attached to that of Colombo or the 
Cape . 

AGRICULTURE—Improved system of Culti- 
vation—Introduction of Silk and Flax at- 
tempted : 

MUNICIPAL CORPORATION—Success of 
Measure constituting a Corporation in Port 
Louis. 

IMMIGRATION—Advantages derived by the 
Colony from Indian Immigrants'— Extension 
of the period of Service to Three Years highly 
beneficial — Introduction of Labourers from 
Madagascar . 

NAVIGATION LAWS, Amendment of, has 
produced highly satisfactory effects 

Governor’s Minute with regard to the appoint- 
ment of Day Scholars and Government Boarders 
of the ROYAL COLLEGE . 

Governor’s Minute with regard to the GAOL of 
Port Louis. 

REPORT of the PRISON ‘COMMITTEE in 
reply, . 

Number and Tonnage of VESSELS. ENTERED 
INWARDS and CLEARED OUTWARDS, 
with Cargoes, 1847 to 1851 . 

VALUE of IMPORTS and EXPORTS, 1847 
to 1851. ° 

Transmitting Report upon the PRESENT. CON- 
DITION and FUTURE PROSPECTS of 
the Islands - 

Forwarding Communications from the Civil 
Commissioner and the Bishop of Colombo, on 
the STATE of RELIGIOUS and BEGULAS 
EDUCATION A . 

Report on the Blue-Book for 1850 . : 

REVENUE and EXPENDITURE— —Compara- 
tive Statement of, for 1849-50 

Cash in Hand in the Treasury on the Ist Sanuary 
15 

STATE of the ROADS, improved "System sug- 
gested—ROAD ORDINANCE has not caused 
any discontent : 

RAs ROAD from Colombo to Kandy—Reason 
for refusing a Government guarantee of 5 per 
cent. . 

IMPORTS and EXPORTS—Comparative /State- 
ment of, for 1849-50 > 

Quantity of CINNAMON EXPORTED in 


MAURITIUS . . . ..| 35. Governor Higginson | May 16 


SEYCHELLES . . . . | 36. Governor Higginson | Feb. 4. 


37. Governor Higginson | Feb. 4 . 


CEYLON. . . . . . | 38. Sir G. W. Anderson } April 22 


1849-50 300 
Bishop of Colomko’s Report on Church Affairs, 
1850-51 . | 300 


More ASSISTANT CHAPLAINS. required 

FAVOURABLE STATE of the COLONY— 
No feeling of discontent exists . 

DESTRUCTIVE EFFECTS of the CHOLERA 
raging in the Northern Districts . 

HONG KONG . < - | 39. Governor Bonham . | April 26 . Forwarding Blue-Book for 1850. 

‘Account of REVENUE and EXPENDITURE 

COUNCIL—Two unofficial Members added to 
the Legislative Council 

TRADE—Nunwber of Vessels entered Tawards, 
1849-50 ; , ‘ ‘ 
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EASTERN COLONIES—continued. 


Place. Name. Date. SUBJECT. Page. 
1851. 
HONG KONG—continued. He —Fr Advantages of the AMENDED NAVIGATION 
LAWS in the case of American Whaling Vessels | 304 
POPULATION, 1849-50 . : 304 


SURVEYOR-GENERAL’S ANNUAL _ RE- 
PORTS on the state of the Public Works, 
Roads, and Bridges . F ‘ : 7 

CENSUS of Hong Kong, 31st December 1850 . | 311 

Number of RESIDENT CHINESE, 31st De- 
cember 1850 . . . ‘ 3 . | 3ll 

Number and Description of CHINESE VES- 
SELS in Harbour on 31st December 1850. | 311 

Average Number of PRISONERS CONFINED 
IN VICTORIA GAOL during every day of 


each month of the year 1850 ° : . | 312 
Number of DEATHS IN THE GARRISON 
during the year 1850 312 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE on the GOVERN- 

MENT CHINESE SCHOOLS for past year | 313 

Memorandum on the JUNK TRADE in the 

Harbour from Ist March to 31st December 

1850. ° ‘ - . . - 

Return of Number of FELONY CASES coming 

under the cognizance of the Hong Kong Police, 

1847-50 . : : : < . | 314 
CRIMINAL CASES Tried in the Supreme 

Court of Hong Kong during the year 1850. | 315 

CASES UNDER COGNIZANCE at the Chief 

Magistrate’s Office, Hong Kong, during the 

year 1850 . . ° ‘ 5 . 

Ditto at the Court of Petty Sessions during the 

year 1850 . . : . . . | 316 
Number of CASES TRIED and ACTIONS 

COMMENCED in the SUPREME AND 

VICE-ADMIRALTY COURTS OF HONG 

KONG during the year ending 31st December 

1850: « . . . . . 

LABUAN . . « ~ «| 40. Lieut.-Governor Scott} March 25 . Forwarding Blue-Book for 1850, with Remarks 

thereon . . : ae aie ° : 

Statement of the REVENUE and EXPENDI- 

TURE . . ; . ¢ . | 317 

CLIMATE of LABUAN as salubrious as any 

other tropical Country x F . . 

Average Amount of POPULATION during the 

year, with Number of Deaths belonging to each 

Class. ‘ 5 . F : . | 319 

COAL MINES—Their Extent and Value . | 319 

PIRACY—Attack on the Gaya Islands by Pirates | 320 

Increase of the NATIVE TRADES—Enumera- 

tion of Articles Imported . A ; 4 

Return of CRIMINAL CASES Tried before the 

High Criminal and General Court, during the 

year 1850 : . : . : : 

Return of CRIMES and MISDEMEANORS 

Tried by the Police Magistrate during the year 

1850. . ° . . ‘ . | 322 


FALKLAND ISLANDS _. | 41. Governor Rennie . | Feb.20 . | Enclosing Blue Book for 1850 - ‘ « | 822 
Resort of SHIPPING to the Colony augmented. | 322 


No Report received from HELIGoLanp. 


i 


PLAN. 
BARBADOS.—Puan shewing the proposed Harbour of Refuge at Bridgetown, and Pian of Carlisle 
Bay, shewing the City of Bridgetown, the Harbour, Bay, Road, and Garrison of 
St. Ann’s ° : . : : é : “ . . . to face page 53 
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REPORTS 


EXHIBITING 


THE PAST AND PRESENT STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S 
COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 


CANADA. 


(No. 94.) No. 1. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor the Right Hon. the Earl of Exern and 
KINCARDINE to Earl Grey, 


My Lorp, Government House, Toronto, August 1, 1851. 
(Received August 18, 1851.) 
I nave the honour to transmit herewith the Canadian Blue Book for 
1850, with four printed copies of Tables} of the trade and navigation of the 
Province for the same year, compiled from official Returns. 

2. I am happy to state that the contents of these documents amply justify 
the anticipations of progressive improvement in the trade and general pros- 
perity of the Province which I ventured to express in my Despatch* No. 2, of 
the Ist January, which accompanied the Blue Book for the year 1849. 

3. A comparative statement of imports, exhibiting, in contrast, the value and 
amount of duties collected on goods entered for consumption during the years 
1849 and 1850 respectively, gives, for 1849, 3,002,891/. 18s. 3d., with 
444,547/. 5s. 1d. of duty, against 4,245,517/. 3s. 6d., with 615,694/. 13s. 8d. of 
duty for 1850. 

4. The exports of the growth, produce, and manufacture of the Province 
are valued at 2,498,773/. 15s. 9d. for 1849, and at 3,235,948/. 15s. 9d., or 
(deducting the value of the ships built at Quebec during the year, which are 
not included in the Returns for 1849) 2,915,518/. 15s. 9d. for 1850. 

5. A comparison of the total movement of property on the Welland, 
St. Lawrence, and Chambly Canals, during the year 1849 and 1850 respec- 
tively, gives the following results :— 


On the Welland Canal— 


In 1849 : ; : . 468,410 tons. 
In 1850 4 ; ; « 387,100", 


On the St. Lawrence Canals— 


In 1849 : : : . 444,640 tons. 
Io 1880. € 5575, F480 Tea2,, 
EE ieee ee ee Se ro © Oe te te 


* For Lord Elgin’s Despatch No. 2, of the Ist J anuary 1851, vide Correspondence relative to Canada, 
presented to Parliament by Her Majesty's Command, April 8, 1851, page 99. 


CANADA, 


No. 1. 


t Tables Nos. 1 & 20, 
pp. 3 and 15. 


Table No. 7, p. 11. 
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CANADA. 


Tables Nos. 10 and 
11, p. 12. 


Table No, 13, p. 13. 


2 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 
On the Chambly Canal— 


In 1849 128,642 tons. 
In 1850 143,194 ,, 
In 1849, there was received from canal tolls :— 
aie aa: 2 
Gross reyenue 56,200 15 5 
Net revenue. 48,033 12 3 
In 1850 :— 
£: a ihe 
Gross revenue 65,772 10 6% 
Net revenue. 55,110 11 114 


6. The ships which entered inwards at the ports of Montreal and Quebec 
during the year 1849 were in number 1,328 ; tonnage, 502,513; navigated by 
18,118 men. Those which cleared outwards number !,392 ; tonnage, 521,604; 
men, 18,643. The ships which entered inwards at the same ports during 1850 
were in number 1,500; tonnage, 522,116; and navigated by 18,466 men. 
Those which cleared outwards number 1,587; tonnage, 543,963; men, 


. 19,116. 


7. Among the evidencies of progressively-increasing powers of production 
and consumption which the Returns herewith transmitted furnish, one very 
noticeable exception presents itself. The number of gallons of proof spirits 
distilled in Canada East, in each of the years 1847, 1848, 1849, and 1850, is as 
follows :— 


In 1847 645,386 gallons. 
1848 317,840 4, 
1849 246,920 ,, 
1850 79,914 ,, 


This remarkable falling off is mainly attributable to the growth and extension 
of habits of temperance in that section of the province. 

8. Having referred to this gratifying symptom of the moral condition of 
Lower Canada, I beg to call your attention to the two articles which [ have 
marked in the number of the Journal* of Education for Upper Canada, of which 
six copies are herewith transmitted. Your Lordship will find in them some 
details respecting the progress and prospects of common school education in 
this section of the Province, which are highly satisfactory and encou- 
raging. 

9. a addition to these official documents, I take the liberty of enclosing two 
copies of a prize essay,* lately published, which contains a good deal of inte- 
resting information on the subject of the Canadian canals. 

I have, &c., 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) ELGIN AND KINCARDINE. 
&e. &e. &c. 


ee ee 


* Not printed: voluminous. 
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CANADA. 
Enclosure | in No. 1. 
TABLES OF THE TRADE AND NAVIGATION OF CANADA FOR 
THE YEAR 1850. 
CONTENTS. 
PAGE ” PAGE 

1 Summary Statement of the Quantity and Value of, and Amount of 11 Ships Outward—An Account of the Number of Ships, their Country, 
Duty Collected on, the Principal Articles of British and Foreign Tonnage, and Number of Men employed, which cleared Outwards 
Merchandize entered for Consumption during the Year ending 5th at the Ports of Montreal and Quebec, during the Year 1850, and the 
January 1851, and indicating from what Country Imported . . . 3 Preceding Near. shan 6 i Wes gy ctek he e ne 12 

2 Summary Statement of the Quantity and Value of the Principal Articles 12 Statistical View of the Commerce of Canada, exhibiting the Value of 
of Canadian Produce and Manufacture Exported during the Year Exports to, and Imports from Great Britain, her Colonies, and Foreign 
ending the 5th January 1851, and indicating to what Country Countries—together with the Tounage of Vessels arriving and depart- 
Egnorted t awires Rete as eerie en eet his nS an 0 Ne ee ing during the Year 1850 . . . , hes ik aah So la ee 4 

3 A Return of the Value of the Exports of Domestic Produce and Manu- 13 A Comparative Statement of the Number of Gallons of Proof Spirits 
factures, and of the. Value of Goods Imported, and Amount of* Distilled in the Province of Canada, in the Years 1847, 1848, 1849, 
Duties Collected at each Port in Canada, during the Year 1850 . 8 and 1850, with the Number of Stills, and Amount of Revenue derived 

4 A Comparative Statement showing in contrast the Values of the Prin- Picrelrom OTR diss al TeeerN sg) Call ice oP Re en” g: MONI eee 13 
cipal Articles of British and Foreign Merchandize entered fur Con- 14 An Account of the Number and Tonnage of Vessels from Sea entered Tn- 
sumption in Canada during the Years 1849 and 1850 . . . . 9 wards at the Ports of Quebec and Montreal during the Years 1844, 

5 A Return of the Value of Goods entered for Consumption (liable to 1845, 1846, 1847, 1848, 1849, and 1850, with the Average Number 
Duty and Free) at the several Ports in Canada during the Years 1848, bE Men'empliyed 2. ie 5 6 ee OPT Wie cae PS 
1849, and 1850, and Amount of Duties Collected . . . . . 10 | 15 A Return of Foreign Vessels entered Inwards at the Ports of Quebec 

6 Statement of Goods in Warehouse under Bond in the Province of and Montreal during the Year 1850, showing the Countries to which 
Canada on the Ist January 1851, showing the Amount of Duty to they belong, and Tonnage of each COND wee sO! auto 

‘which they sreisubjectonvir. 4 au ak rn 9 a Hela ULI al 16 Bintanene oF the Number and Tonnage of Vessels Registered at the 

7 A Comparative Statement of Imports, exhibiting in contrast the Value several Ports in the Province of Canada, during the Year 1850 . . 13 
of and Amount of Duties collected on Goods entered for Consump- 17 Statement of the Number and Tonnage of Vessels, built at the several 
tion in Canada, during the Years 1849 and 1850 respectively . . 1] Ports in the Province, during the Year 1850 . . Byes tg) epee 

8 A Retum of Articles Imported into Canada from Great Britain and 18 Comparative Statement of the Revenue of the several Ports in Canada, 
the North American Provinces in the Year 1850, admitted Free of for Quarters ending 5th April 1850 and 1851. . . . eee, We} 
Duty under the provisions of 12 Vic. CE Tom Re aes Sue ejay Reem 19 Statement of the Aggregate Value of Imports into the United States 

9 A Comparative Statement of the Gross and Net Revenue received from from Canada, as entered in the Custom-House Books, at the follow- 
Customs Duties for theYears 1847, 1848, 1849, and 1850. . . 12 ing Ports of Entry, for the Year ending 31st December 1850 . . 15 

10 Ships Inward.—An Account of the Number of Ships, their Country, 20 Statement showing the Relative Amount of Business done in American 
Tonnage, and Number of Men employed, which entered Inwards at and Canadian Vessels at the undermentioned American Ports, at 
the Ports of Montreal and Quebec, during the Year 1850, and the two which separate Statements have been obtained oe es Ko Ps 


prscading Vey, ove via. che Salita Gt mae. 1D 


CANADA—IMPORTS AND DUTY COLLECTED. 


No. 1.—Summary Srarement of the Quantity and Value of, and Amount of Duty Collected on, the Principal Articles 
of British and Foreign Merchandize entered for Consumption during the Year ending 5th January, 1851, and indicating 
from what Country Imported. 


Total of Imports. From what Country Imported. 


ARTICLES, British Colonies. are 1a of 
Quantity. Value. Great Britain, |) sli deapyiu F|ltUiited States, et al mye 
’ West Indies North Countries, 
; America, 
Goods paying Specific and 
‘Ad Valorem Duties. Bo i Bi ee a | RS a BB ey Okey a il te ae: 
Coffee— 
Green. . . « cwt. | 10,088 110] 25,94419 8 203 4 4) 45 5 6 2614 1} 24,341 2 9 1,39813 0] 5,597 1 4 
Otherkinds . . ,, 98 0 16 322 6 2 oe ve oe 322 5 2 oe 108 19 8 
Sugar— 
A Ar ape > | 12,230018] 24,14815 6] 16,134 5 10 58 202 10 5 7,811.19 3 an 11,579 14 2 
Other kinds . . ,, /128,269 2 20 149,166 19 5] 30,867 11 S| 894 14 4 [50,22012 1| 537206 3 11/18,977 17 4 76,367 4 7 
Molasses» - . « ,, | 61,009 317] 21,617 13 10 170 13 0 nC 12,207 011 4,095 5 0} 5,144 14 11] 11,853 14 vu 
Tea. . + + ~ Ibs, | 3,517,166 | 233,942 10 0| 41,897 7 11 aa 2,104 15 10} 181,840 7 2] 8,099 19 1 | 43,897 13 5 
Tobacco— 
Unmanufactured. ,, 636,500 9,327 16 8 6316 3 on eee 9,274 0 5 oa 2,492 0 5 
Manufactured. . ,, 2,547,162 89,304 17 4 92 0 9 78 8 4 89,134 8 3 rie 21,776 5 5 
Wigars ce ae bos Sys 23,074 5,966 9 1 oe oe 00 5,767 6 3) 161 210] 9,476 8 5 
Snuff, pete b ie. vay 26,895 1,274 2 3 oe mt a 1,274: 8) 8 rs 607 10 4 
pirits— Z 
Brandy . . . galls. 148,253 | 28,818 0 4] 9,925 10 8 ae 20 5,418 1 613,474 8 9] 9 
San. 75,671 6,561 910| 6,333 17 5|  . 5 "200 1 8 9710 9 Hoot ;: j 
Bumps vct Ser oe. 9 29,363 2,856 10 10} 2,14919 7] 65 0 4 7116 7 47117 8 9716 8]: 9?549 6 5 
Whiskey . 2. ,, 56,263} 5,964 0 2 2.77418 Oa. ne 2,808 6 4! 3801510] 17448 15 9 
Cirdinisy eee eve 626 932 12 11 125 0 9 ee +. 18548: 0) 8717) 2 459 mis 
Wine. cob keeeee? 240,007 | 26,546 11 3! 9,514 19 1 a 219 3 4 5,897 18 1/10,834 10 9] 14,928 9 § 
Salt . . . . . bush, 863,017 | 22,950 5 6 5,261 9 7] 38 0 0| 263 1 9 17,079 17 1} 30717 1] 6346413 9 
Total Speci gee oo} ERC fics he ea wt 
Ei vate ok we 654,945 19 9) 125,504 14 11/1,043 0 2 {65,462 3 4 408,962 17 9/53,973 3 7 |233,536 19 1 
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No. 1.—Summary Statement of Imports, &c.—continued. 


Total of Imports. From what Country Imported, 


Amount of 


Other Foreign Duty. 
Countries, 


ARTICLES. British Colonies. 


Quantity. Value. Great Britain. North United States. 


A 
West Indies. ‘Ameaea: 


Goods paying 30 per Cent. 
Ad Valorem. 


£ sd oF Kiedil- ek wap: a Bin Paine Sra rae Gs: || 0 78, s ad 
Fruit— 
Green... « bush, * 5,452 7 1 67 6 9 13 2 8 Fee 5,055 2 4| 32615 9| 1,635 14 1 
Did aoe Fe ape oe 21,710 0 7| 4,544 8 4 As 305 1 15,542 1 4/1,318 9 4| 6:513 0 3 
Spices . st + 127013 16 11/ 4,772 8 7| 1219 1 1218 1] 7,215 11 2 - 37604 3 0 
nfectionery & Preserves oe 7H 146 13 10 . oe 418 5 2) 146 3 0 213 6 7 
Maccaroni . . oe 244 18 9 os we or 63 4 7| 18114 2 64 9 7 
Vinegar... . galls. 89,900] 2,722 4 1 ‘6 741 “ a 1,466 16 8| 1,200 0 4| 81613 3 
Total 30 per Cent. “ 42,854 9 5| 9,576 4 7/261 4| 31719 8| 29,761 1 3| 3,173 2 7] 19,847 6 9 
——— ee  ) ammenmeee aed Weenie een! einen le 
Gade garing 5 20 per Cent. 
dlorem. 
Animals — 
Cows . « . . No. 43 109 3. 1 a oe on 109) 3, J ve 2116 7 
Hormetie 50 75° ax 342 2,480 3 3 oe . oe 2,490 3 3 on 496 0 8 
Oxon, Rte “es 55 135 472 13 10 se . oe 472 13 10 oe 9410 9 
Swine. «© «© « 45% 39 1613 9 oe rar) oe 1613 9 . 3.6 9 
BbRED emi 6 Fe gg 563 192 11 oO fc . oe 192 11 0 oe 3810 2 
Grains— 
Barley and Rye . qrs. 411 345 8 5 oe oe an $45 8 5 oe 69 1 8 
Beans and Pease. ,, 42 56 4 9 210) 10 o. o. Ct hoe 313 0 1l1 5 0 
Oats & Buckwheat ,, oe 1 5 5 oe ee on 11 5 5 oe a BEY 
Meal... is ben 1,188} 1,039 2 7 G40 “1 Woh cas et 99 0 9 “ 207 16 6 
Sl ie Ss el ce als 588 66118 7 128 14 5 oe oe 433 4 2 oe 112 7 8 
Provisions— i : 
Butter, « « « ewt. 4h 1513 8 217 8 ae 115 917 6 Pee: 6 8 2 9 
Cheese . . oe 2,244 4,498 5 10 903 0 10 oe 015 3,586 8 0 B- 20 899 13 11 
Meuat,salt. ~ 2 45 8,827 11,805 15 11 24219 2 oe oe 11,516 13 3 46 3 6] 2,361 3 2 
Do. fresh . 4573 25418 4 oe oe oe 254 18 4 oe 6019 § 
29 
Hops. . + + » Abs. 37,653 1,401 10 & oe oe oe 1,401 10 8 oe 280 6 2 
Bun and Shorts. ewt 5613 58 4 9 oo a ve 58 4 9 oe 11:12 11 
feldice teal bo 23,319 13 10| 2,222 3 11 a 210 21,035 17 11] 59 2 O| 4,663.19 5 
AS OO | S| S| S| Le ee EN tr | SU SSIES | Coogee os ne aN 
Goods paying 124 per Cent. 
Ad Valorem. 
Ale and Beer . « galis. 65,757 5,308 11 8 4,755 7 3 ve o- 553 4 5 . 663 11 5 
Ces se ts 65,647 289 19 3 40 0 De ae 285 19 3 ss 36 4 11 
Cocoa and Chocolate o- 444 8 3 29 2 2 oe 307 3 108 2 11 oe 55 11 0 
Fish, salted or pickled oe 4,938 10 4 *. oe 3,549 8 1,341 16 7 47 5 8 617 6 3 
Do. fresh 4 « = oi 4,125 10 6 oe ve 98 18 4,206 12 6 ee 515 13 10 
FOr 5. a ie ei" oe 15,413 9 0 9,051 18 1 . 77 ‘14 6,283 16 10 oe 1,926 13 8 
Glass. . - . se 20,863 3 11 10,578 11 8 . 0 16 6,813 12 6] 3,470 3.9 2,607 17 11 
Leather, tanned « a o* 35,281 6 & 6,933 10 3 . oe 25,246 11 0] 3,101 5 5] 4,410 3 4 
Oil, except Palm or} gaiis,| 1,108,050 | 39,779 12 5) 19,979 10 1) + 3,122 9 15,355 11 2] 1,322 2 0] 4,972 9 1 
esata ae 20,100 11 2} 11,014.15 4 ee be 8,836 5 4| 24910 7| 2,512 11 5 
Potatoes. . + « bush, 4,772 308 10 3 on oe oe 308 10° 3 ond ag 1 3 
Pork, Mess . - «© cwt 27,23) 32,503 19 11 ee an o 32,503 19 11 oe 4,062 19 11 
Weds 6 sw HB oe 2,394 10 3 159 12 11 oe oe 2,215 8 0 l9 9 4 299 6 3 
Rice. 6 = ese 7,637 7,918 2 3 Ti 70n <7 oe oe 6,215 14 7 ee 989 15 3 
Wood, squared or hewn’ re 1,060 9 4 ve a . 1,060 9 4 oe 18211 2 
Do, not squared . ee 23 5 2 oe oe . 23 5 2 . 218 2 
Lumber or Plank . oo 1,116 14 4 s e . 1,116 14 4 139 11 9 
Manufactures— 
Gandlen oe os 7,935 18 1] 5,793 1 2] ee - 2,142 111] ove 99119 2 
Cotton 6 . is oe 906,916 6 4| 693,434 4 8 oe 93 2 4) 211,593 15 0) 1,865 4 4 |113,56410 9 
Leather . - - oe 33,718 8 8,773 2 6 oe oe 24,259 18 4) 685 4 10 4,214 15 8 
Taateitubhers. or 9,179 2 9 55 9 10 = <e 9,123 12 11 ie 1,147 710 
Iron and Hardware *- 330,261 4 8} 227,919 8 6 ee 917 1 98,363 3 6) 3,968 15 7 | 41,282 13 1 
Machiner : ae 197036 1 3 335 8 3 ue is 18,700 13 0 ed 27379 10 2 
Linen . 7 i « oe 68,562 19 3| 58,455 5 6 oe oe 10,085 0.2 2213 7| 8,570 7 5 
er lal wt 1387950 4 9| 98,526 6 9} +s 4s 37,657 7 11|2,776 10 1| 17,368 15 7 
Wood . : * o 10,122 3 5 990 6 10 oe 618 1 9,018 10 3 106 8 3 | 1,963 5 & 
Wool ss. = 548,344 13 4| 432,586 1411} es - 113,123 1 9] 2,634 17 3] 68,543 1 8 
Articles ee emu atad oe 573,519 12 4| 372,950 10 7) 43 17 9 460 3 4| 190,795 17 3} 9,269 3 5] 71,689 19 1 
Total 124 per Cent. ¥ 2,838,417: 7|1,964,028 14 11| 43 17 9| 7,656 9 4| 837,149 5 6/29,538 14 1 |354,802 2 5 
ce SS | Se 
Goods paying 24 per Cent. 
Ad Valorem. ; 
Fe 4,365 9 4 oe oe a 365 9 4 . 109 2 9 
Be st eit 3,774 | 1,980 1 4 + = - 1,980 1 4 4910 0 
Britis ss 763 11 10 5412 1] +e v 708 19 . 19 1 9 
o. 1,734 12 11 oe oe ve 1,734 12 1 . 43°97 4 
Burr Stones, -unwrought gfe s 
Chain Cables = whe 7,828 10 0 7,801 14 10 oe oe 26 15 . 195 14 3 
Coals + tons, 38,887 | 927682 2 2} 13,833 1 10 oe 242 9 8,606 10 : 567 1 1 
pre me) eg negate | Oe | ear wy) es 
oe 9 9 8,3 ee oo F ° i 
Plax, Hemp, and Tow a Mea at ie ‘i 497107 12 7| 3,436 5 4] 1,313 11 10 
alae ts 
Junk and Oakum . ewt. 1,691} 2,116 19 10 1,803 14 8 OU She 313 5 o* 52 18 6 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 5 


No. 1.—Summary Statement of Imports, &¢e.—continued. 


Total of Imports, From what Country Imported. 
_ 


British Colonies, 


ARTICLES. Amount of © 

uantity, Value. Great Britain. i Other Foreign Duty. 

Q y wcienslay North United States. Counizet y 

America, 
Goods paying 24 per Cen 

ds pa ng sinett Gh Ee a Bl Be a NS, Hee [=n gy dale, oe ube: 
ina ee te en oe oe ° 6,243 9 2 . 156 1 9 
Grease and Scraps . oe . ory 811 010 oe 20 5 6 
LAO 5 * 3 a a” 971 8 2 oe 10 9 5 99° 1 0 ee 27 0 6 
Ores of Metals . 66 8 . oe 55 16 5 o° 016.1 
Pitch and Tar . . bris. 477 0 5 oe 4612 8 878 11 4 oe 35 1 2 
Ropes © » 6 « 13,763 18 9 . oe 164 0 9 ee 348 4 0 
Rosin and Resin . 1015 8 012 3 978 10 & on 2415 0 
Steel oo oa 11,708 17 0 . ee 3,020 14 2} 40 0 6) 369 4 9 
Tallow s- = A 545 5 9 . ee 34,989 12 8 ee 888 7 5 
Other Articles . . 171,486 12 6 oe 27 14 10 24,014 17 3 oe 4,888 4 8 


Total 24 per Cent. 


Goods admitted Free— 
specially exempted, 


Animals— 
Horses . + « No. 
MOOWME SS © “aire aire 
Bullyaye- Versa 5 
Sheep « 2 » © 4, 
Pigts «3. 5s 


Anatomical Preparations. 
Auheg, Pot! «ie « 
Do, Pearl . 
Books . « « 


WOoOemonoawmncts 


Busts and Casts. . . 

Cotton Wool . . . 3,752 19 
Cabinets: s «95 5 . 156 14 
Carriages . . . No. 11 


Do. of Menageries . 
Coin and Bullion . 
Drawings . . . 
Donations . . . 
Farming Implements 
Horses of Travellers No. 
Mays. « 4) 

Maize: ove ci Fence . bush. 
Models 2 oe 0 sé 

Military Stores. . 

Philosophical Instruments 
Soda. «2 « « 
Specimens . . . 
Reeder iy ee 38 8 
Settlers’ Goods . . 
Trees, Shrubs, &c. . 


‘403 8 8| 24,780 9 


1319 0| 287463 19 1 
22,088 11 1 3,874 14 


155,830 
fee 33,445 4 10 


Wheat . .. bush. 


Unenumerated . 


Total Free Goods . 72,629 16 11 o- 22,637 18 3] 197,782 1 9] 1,083 10 3 


RECAPITULATION OF IMPORTS. 


Goods paying Specific and a ae 
on Valatoin Duties ‘} me 654,945 19 9/ 125,504 14 11/1,043 0 2 |65,462 3 4 


Goods paying 30 per Cent. 
Ad Valorem. . 
Goods paying 20 per Cent. 
Ad Valorem 4 % é . 
Goods paying 124 per Cent. e: P : 
Ad Valorem. . . « 2,838,417 1 7|1,964,028 1411) 4317 9| 7,656 9 4 


Gots paving 2h yar Cente nig: - 391,846 11 9] 234,018 8 9 ee 327 18 11 


408,962 17 9/53,973 3 7 '233,536 19 
29,761 1 3) 3,173 2 7 | 12,847 6 


l 

ee 42,854 9 5) 9,576 4 7/ 26 1 4] 31719 8 9 
21,035 17 11] 59 2 0] 4,663.19 5 
5 

0 


= 23,319 13 10] 2,222 311 oe 210 0 
837,149 5 6/29,538 14 1 [354,802 2 
154,023 18 3/ 3,476 5 10 9,795 7 


a | | oe 


Ad Valorem. . 


Total Value of ais 
paying Duty . 
Total Amount of 


AC 3,951,383 16 4/2,335,350 7 1/1,112 19 3 |73,767 1 3 {1,450,933 0 8/90,220 8 1 a 


ae as 615,645 14 8 
197,782 1 9] 1,083 10 3 . 


| 


Duty collected , 
Total Value of ee 


Gvods. . ea 294,133 7 2| 72,629 16 11 “fe 22,637 18 3 


tiable and asm oe 4,245,517 3 6/2,407,980 4 0/1,112 19 3 |96,404 19 6 /1,648,715 2 5/91,303 18 4 oe 


Total Value of Du- 
Goods. . 


25 
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REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


No. 2. 


Summary Srarement of the Quantity and Value of the Principal Articles of Canadian Produce and Manufacture Exported 
during the Year ending the 5th January, 1851, and indicating to what Country Exported. 


To what Country Exported. 


Total of Exports. 


ARTICLES. British Colonies. 


: Great Britain. United States. 
Quantity. Value. North America.) West Indies. 
Sr oa fa. fe, od. a ee 
The Mine. 
Copper Ore. « « ~ © tons. 243 3,645 0 0 3,645 0 O oe ee 
Copper. vive. s. Gens oe An 553} 5,500 12 0 +e +e 5,500 12 0 
Total product of the Mine. . oe 9,145 12 0 5,645 0 0 oe 5,500 12 0 
ee ES A TS SS TTY es eS _ 
The Seas. 
Fish— 
tick iyi ae a ee ia, MSW 48,852: 28,159 1,160 10 0 oe 212 6 
Pickled . ii “Ven w on Darvela: 148 0 0 231 0 0 6,483 15 0 
Breth= a: doce a ae oe oe 1,231 0 4 
‘Oi eae ew ee. Balle. 138 15 0 oe 18 10° 9, 
Total product of the Seas . « 1,447 5 0 231 0 0 7,785 18° 7 
ee | A 
The Forest. 
Ashes— 
Bots 0.2 sr wt Gs barrels, 31,389 | 236,487 3 6{| 146,242 14 1 oe 90,194 9 5 
Pentlas: 3! otters any ee 11,178 | 81,957 7 7] 61,581 13 0 aie 20,425 14 7 
Timber— ‘ 
TASHA Glee 6 cy ee ee CONES 1,713 1,713 © 0 Las 0 0 oe os 
Birehn 6 sv wee Ble wee 4,613 Pe tHle OO 7,131. 0) 0 oe oe 
SOLA mac airshemboeuel oa) Mie be een sy 88,212 55,319 10 0 55,319 10 0 oo oe 
Maples cubes: sas, ats 140 158 18 0 157 15 0 on 1 8 0 
Oak . roe Pe 30,446 | 64,350 7 6| 62,751 0 0 vs 1,599 7 6 
Pine Whites= ow ad 872,742 | 296,215 7 1] 263,774 0 0 - $2,441 7 1 
ys ey ee ee 7 89,996 117,489 7 1 117,489 7 1 oe oe 
Tamarack .-. 6 + «© 2% 1,007 1,257 5: 9 1,188 0 0 o- 69 5 9 
Wralistit<s <0 oe - % uc. Me deer, 703 2,286 9 2 oe oe 2,286 9 2 
sg te ae: ree 7 243 42719 3 30 0 0 ah 397 19 3 
Staves, Standard . . . mille. 724 17,798 13 6 17,108 11 0 oe 487 11 0 
Other’ hoe 4,170| 68,815 0 3 65,503 13 11 495 0 0 837 1 «8 
Battens, Knees, Seantling:} pieces. | 472,184] 8,857 15 0) 1,608 10 8 ry 7,245 4 9 
Plank and boards . . . M feet. | 122,240] 199,295 11 0 229 12 8 2 0 0| 198,768 1 1 
Deals . . . + « ~ pieces, (2,998,608 | 146,335 10 0} 146,016 10 0 a 316 0 0 
ge _ oe) re 32,206 | 15,26617 6| 13,253 2 6 oe 1,986 15 0 
Lath and Firewood. . cords. 6,067 7,046 10 0 6,563 0 0 oe oe 483 10 0 
Shingles. . . -. . ~ mille. 12,350 3,882 1 3 +e 43'- 0.0 a 3,795 1 3 
Saw logs = a2 +6 . « No. 27,095 8,173 13° 9 es se oe 3,173 13 9 
Other Woods ... - oe 6,123 10 5 388 1 0 618 9 oe 5,728 10 8 
Fursand Skins. . . « oe 19,395 8 9 3,381 11 8 49 611 oe 15,964 10 2 
Total product of the Forest . oe 1,360,734 6 4| 971,875 12 2] 2,686 1 2 497 0 0| 385,696 14 8 
(a ae ee ero el 
Agriculture. 
Animals— 
Mapses) < 0 3% “alga ar wNoy 4,434 | 55,878 6 8 oe 25 0 0 es 55,853 6 8 
Cowal +s) mere ee 8,301 | 23,636 8 10 oe os os 23,636 8 10 
agence sce! erie iss 1,184 538 5 O ee oe oe 538 5 0 
Sheep males ste. eee es 13,757 4,553 15 1 6 0 0 . an 4,547 15 1 
Product of Animals— 
Reel. bee 6 am ewe 6,742 6,708 18 1 4,882 15 0 1,758 6 0 oe 67 18 1 
Baconand Hams .- + » 920 9,220: 2 7 251 15 1 1,205.17 6 on 762 10 O 
Batters is ca cas te Bote, ess 11,785 | 380,817 6 7| 11,177 1 3] 7,824 13 8 581 0 0| 11,724 11 8 
Lard CM eS 2 (ie oe 947 17:10 107, 7 i $23 1. 8 oe 517 "8 8 
Oheese” a's se se 171 496 9 5 345 8 4 148 13 0 oe 2 8 1 
Porkiwe este ee we Barrels. 3,335 7,374 110 1,091 4 11 5,363 14 6 oe 859 2 5 
Callaw <e- os0" ae Sen te re, re 600 2,413 8 7 oe i: On oe 2,406 8 7 
Tongues. . - + « « kegs. 43 44 1 8 33 10 10 10 10 5 oe oe 
ones) jacons, comes oe) 4 ONE, 28 4211 8 4211 8 oa oe oe 
Hides. ce ou lee wt oe 979 6 3 oe oe oe 979 6 3 
Hoole. seo a. un” ee ONE: 20 182 6 8 116 1 8 oe oe 1465 0 
Hors’ 2" et a a 0 45 0 oe oe 44 9°'0 
Waal. 5 eer, eee «a ibe, 8 aie a Si 14,214 15 8 
Were Gs oe 6x, 10M 0 oe oe ve 6,448 15 0 
Beeswax. «© « + « « Ibs 0 4¢ 1 8 oe o° 43.18 9 
Total Animals and their products 0 18,099 211] 16,16615 9 BS, OO) 2266s 7 4 
ee ee | | | 
Vegetable Food— 
Wheat . . «+ - . bushels, |1, 295,029 268,033 16 7 16,539 14 8 8,887 6 2 oe 248,106 15 9 
Flour eu Ss . barrels. | 650,439 685,796 4 5 157,564 7 6 |164,965 19 4 150 0 0 362,865 17 7 
Indian Corn. . . ~  « bushels, 60,313 8,614 12 9 4,381 10 5 L572) h 34 oe 2,661 1 0 
Varley and Rye. - + + » 66,514 7,766 12 10 oe 838. 12 10 oe 7,428 0 0 
Wealoi. + vanes) er ike ta. DOBECIE, 4,707 4,011 0 6 2019 9 8,700 19 2 oe o8% 1 7 
Biscuit em the wd peer are artes 1,594 1,127 0 5 2012 4 1,006 8 1 oe 100 0 O 
Beans and Peas . + . bushels,| 258,901 30,414 16 6 22,282 17 8 790 16 0 oe 7,341 210 
Oats. .« A met, Spee Salt 15 667 , 652 33,660 7 11 oe 826 11 9 oe 82,833 16 2 
Hops. . —e . Ibs, 29,182 539 17 8 oe oe ve 53917 8 
Bran 2 ke a OR 1,522 1383 5 6 oe 380 8 4 ee 102 17 2 
Onions and other Vegetables bushels. 1,354 338 11 11 25 0 0 75 0 0 oe 238 11 11 


Other Foreign 
Countries. 


an 
oo 


eo 


528 18 4 


120 0 0 
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STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS: 7 


No. 2.—Summary Statement of the Quantity and Value of the Principal Articles of Canadian Produce and Manufacture 
Exported, &c.—continued. 


Total of Exports, To what Country Exported. 


ARTICLES. British Colonies. Giker Farsi 
: Great Britain. United States, et 
Quantity. Value. North America.| West Indies. Countries. 
Agriculture—continued, & pa a Eon. wile WU; ite seas Oe. 8, ay Es 0 ds £. a. d, 
Vegetable Food— 
otatoes . . » » « « bushels.| 18,011 1,138 3 0 ee 23 0 0 a 1,115 3 0 a 
Maltiss wis Sheree) me gs 47,592 2,915 8 0 ee 160 0 0 oe 2.755 8. 0 oe 
Apples . - « barrels, 3,536 1,544 8 4 75417 3 270 8 6 ee 519 2 7 oe 
Total Vegetable Food. ts 3 « oe 1,046,084 6 4 201,589 19 7 |177,147 11 6 150 0 0 666,896 15 3 250 0 O 


Other Agricultural products— 


FlaxSeed . . « « « bushels,| 21,159 5,469 1 4 se a oe 5,469 1 4 DE 
Other Seeds» . . 2s 12,650 7,452 3 6 140 1 0 74 0 0 ee 7,288 2 6 oe 
Balsam . «© « « © oe 518 10 0 236 0 0 oe o- 282 10 0 oe 

Total other Agricultural products on 13,489 14 10 3876 1 0 74 0 0 oe 12,989 13 10 or 

. . LS SS NS SL AE 
Manufactures. 
THOR 3 ee Gi len ten te <« ee 2,790 10 8 17 12 10 41 910 oe 2,%sl 7 7 oe 
Potton: ~s! %). 6 wien 6 oe 427 4 7 oe oe oe 422 40°F o 
Woollen. . «© « « - oe 201 7 3 85 15 6 oe oe 11511 8 oe 
Wooden . « © «© « « oe 1,298 15 10 190 2 1 816 16 5 ee 791 17 4 oe 
Leather «' 6 \s 9,8 © oe 494 O11 18 5 0 286 6 8 oe 189 9 8 oe 
Glass 2h. ape Rain oe 21 00 ll 0 0 ee oe 10 0 0 oe 
Hardware . . + « « oe 191 17. 6 oe oe ee 191 17 6 oe 
Whiskey. «© - «© « e galls, 662 {97 8 7% 3418 5 4210 2 ee 30 0 0 oe 
Beer, Ale, and Cider . . barrels, 566 781 4 0 30 0 O 578 4 0 100 0 0 67 0 0 6 6 o& 
Other Spirits from Grain . galls, 294 92 9 8 oe oe oe 92 9 8 oe 
Vinegar. © © « © = 4» 880 46 0 0 oe 44 0 0 oe 200 oe 
Maple Sugar. . « . Ibs. 29,019 225 0 7 310 8 ve o° 221 911 ae 
Total Manufactures BS oe 6,676 19 1 391 4 6 1,309 7 ‘1 | 100 0 0 
Other Articles . 1. 2. © + «© « oe 39,874 0 7 3,925 10 1 3,900 1 9 | 585 0 O 31,436 8 9 
Grand Total oo Mele. oe, fe oe 2,669,998 O 9 /1,200,849°'15 8 |202,194 1 3 | 2,094 0 O |1,237,789 17 11 


RECAPITULATION OF EXPORTS. 


£. 8 d, 
Total Value of Exports to Great Britain ‘ * : . ‘ P - ‘< ‘ 1,200,849 15 3 
3s North American Colonie: ° : ° : ° . . 202,194 1 8 
as British West Indies. : . . . 3 . . 2,094 0 0 
Re United States of America A ’ A “ 2 . . 1,237,789 17 11 
Oe: Other Countries . . ° . . ° . . . 27,070 6 4 
2,669,998 0 9 

To the Exports may be added the Value of Ships built at Quebec during the year, as they 
are principally built for sale in Great Britain—say 32,043 tons, at 10/. per ton . . 320,430 0 0 


2,990,428 0 9 


Total Value of Exports, as reported 


Pe ets 

Value of Exports from Montreal ° ° : . . : 436,193 7 1 
ne Oushept re ee ecko rk, ck) hele oe 1,297,423 10 0 

aa Galpere neta ret! o 5 | Heeb 29,207 5 2 


Total Value of Exports from Sea Ports 
Inland Ports* 


1,762,824 2 
1,227,603 18 


£2,990,428 0 


a? 


* To the Value of the Exports from Inlan 


d Ports 20 per cent. may be 
added—say . e . . ‘ . . ° ’ 


245,520 15 


£3,235,948 15 9 


LS se 
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CANADA, 


8 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


No. 3. 
A Return of the Value of the Exports of Domestic Produce and Manufactures, and of the 
Value of Goods Imported, and Amount of Duties Collected at each Port in Canada, 
during the Year 1850. 


Gross Amount 
of Duties Collected. 


— 


Exports. Imports. 


Can We de ££. a ds fo gerd: 

Amherstburg» .- + + «+ > 7,057 0 0 5,893 2 8 845 8 3 
Bath . . ° ° . . . . 9,028 5 9 4,314 18 10 698 5 8 
(Rarwell “soso: ws 3S Ss 22,954 6 6 4,976 6 3 684 2 9 
TRAE haa coke en aoe cet pemern 1,918 18 0 1,032 10 11 89 15 6 
Bellevilleee ws, seven ss 50,484 16 6 23,910 4 4 3,655 2 0 
Bondhead. «© + © © «© « 9,971 8 9 Seo 1 100 3 4 
Brockville. . + «© + «© » 18,099 3 11 57,984 15 17 7,696 9 4 
Bytown . «© © © «© + * noe 1,366 15 0 234 7 °9 
Bruder cesar es cece fe oe 10,153 12 0 1,921 2 6 230 5 8 
Chatham “<< T5 o. = “2 «4 « 10,479 4 1 9,057 4 7 1,199 14 2 
Chippewa. - + + + © + 7,613 16 3 39,974 12 1 8,637 13 1 
Clarenceville . - + + «+ «© 1,247 17 0 1,518 9 3 253 10 O 
Cobourg - + + *% + © « 13,646 8 5 atesht Tt 2,691 0 7 
Gornwalliec. tere 0o <9) ee ve 1,067 12 0 4,069 6 7 561 18 9 
Colborne « « «© « «© * » 552 11 0 1,011 2 4 123 0 10 
Coteaudu Lac - - + «+ >» 3,074 19 8 88 3 7 1113 4 
yahiiceprc lls ete tre Le 59,533 0 0 641 16 0 126 6 6 
Dalhousie. «© + © «© » «© 79,598 1 9 14,394 10 8 2,745 11 9 
‘Darlington; @s..8 6 2 kee 16,583 13 5 4,010 2 7 545 18 7 
Dickenson’s Landing. . . .- 967 1 8 25808 ln 2 212 7 8 
Dacciee sets elit ever tat i's 27,159 17 10 15,512 8 4 2,167 7 9 
Dundee or eo i Ts hs 3,655 2 5 §1s8915" 9 487 17 7 
Dunnville. 2:9 eos) <= 3,900 14 0 4359" 1 2,305 138 2 
Elgin . de ie eater Shy Bek ow 560 0 0 126 12 4 wh 3 
Fort ore? a 6 fe oe Pee a 9,498 4 0 13,569: 5° 5 1,279 4 1 
Frelighsburg » . - + + 2,924 7 0 4,987 11 1 388 8 9 
“Gananoque . - - we 1,232 10 10 1,839 14 2 2.8 9 ee | ee 
Goderich » »« © - is 3,467 14 0 1,777 fore! O51 17, 6 
Mbatian! © RG 1,208 0 0 1,291 8 0 39 13 2 
POS 9 egergeress Tee ; 29,207 5 2 12,478 0 8 1,918 4 17 
Miereford « 3) i <8 Js: s 10,893 10 0 aly Comat ya Ia *900 19- 1 
Hamilton. 2 8 = % als 88,222 16 4 395,782 14 10 59,398 16 2 
Hemmingford. .- en Ise 3,035.15 0 25th 9 387 14 10 
Maly. 3 <ove ae oe 32,256 18. 3 14,573 18 3 2,146 7 5 
Huntingdon «2 6 + 1,11) 11 10 1,849 3 0 133 19 1 
Kingston . - + + + : 87,562 7 1 124,760 10 10 15,324 17 8 
acalles «<a or ghee ee came 3,394 12 6 353 16 7 
Maitland i «\ 0) «°s* 1,590 19 5 55119 1 62 7 4 
Maria Town .) . + - ‘ 4,112=3.-1 3,201 0 6 410 12 1 
Wilford: sete Saree Fe 1,106 15 6 246 13 7 34 18 5 
Montreal a aovan 3.8 , 436,193 7 1 1,726,350 4 1 258,474 3 10 
New Castle . - - = ° 9,351 6 7 2,009 15 7 282 10 6 
Niagara. . « « ¢ F 2,782 0 O 15,749 2 1 2,454 6 5 
Oakville . . Oe a 44,651 8 0 10,391 7 10 1,472.17 9 
Owen’s Sound. - «. - ; 565 18 3 o78 6 1 53 4 7% 
Penetanguishene « + + + * 2b a0 83 5 6 Ife 
Philipsburg - .- + + «© = 56,273 10 0 99-319 19% 1,686 0 7 
Picton. + «+ «+ é “ $502 4 0 7,915 6 4 1,013 0 1 
Potton. « « »« ‘ r ate 3,910 19 6 567 17 10 
Prescott haters 50 5,850 11. 6 14,423 18 17 1,363 0 10 
Grichecs. « \abcem en ay tems 1,297,423 10 0O 494,139 4 8 83,809 5 7 
Queenston. ©. © © © «© ¢ 8,625 18 9 7,201 8 4 914 3 4 
Riviére aux Raisins . . + + ease 196 3 5 24138 0 
Rondeau . oo Shean ok 8 102 0 O 871 19 9 136 16 6 
Tinwat a sme te ee ke 9,213 18 2 4,516 18 -8 653 38 8 
Russeltown iene ‘ ae 6L7 Ll 79 12 11 
Sandwich. - + «+ * A 8,984 8 9 13,933 13 11 L170 11-0 
phd te ee rh er Ca, 2,084 0 0 5,324 19 4 608 11 8 
Sault Ste. Marie. - - s 1,969 2 6 4,150 19 8 687 15 0 
Stanstead . sw See ters 11,642 17 4 14,386 4 4 1,580 15 10 
‘St. Johns . Ae ae les ae 303,959 8 1 369,446 9 3 43,469 9 3 
St. Régis. . - a 1,083 18 11 3,888 3 0 426 3 4 
Stanley . . > is ee OE 33,849 8 9 52,113 12 11 8,480 0 3 
Sittdd<u6 oe: 4) oF ue fe: 1,744 18 5 104 19 5 
Toronto . + e« « er 67,557 4 11 634,722 17 2 90,367 0 11 
Wallaceburg . .» + + «© * ooera 3,453 5 O 600 13 1 
Wellington ». + + = . 13,469 7 6 1,363 2 5 yp) I Oh ie? 
= Soe 34,402 18 9 7,245 11 10 1,114 18 6 


Whitby . 


Totals . . «| 2,990,428 0 9 4,245,517 3 6 615,694 13 8 


* The Duties for the Ports of Eaton and Compton are included in those of Hereford, the two former having been 


abolished. 
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No. 4. 


A ComparaTIvE STaTEMENT showing in contrast the Values of the Principal. Articles of 
British and Foreign Merchandize entered for Consumption in Canada during the Years 
1849 and 1850. 


Articles. 1849 1850 

hae eee Amen eee ak 

Sager 2 Lo ee ad gt gh oe 125,176 19 2 173,315 14 11 
Molasses. . . ‘ . 5 . 19,535 6 8 21,617 13 10 
Tea .« ‘ ° . ‘ ° ° . 190,531 9 O 233,942 10 0 
Coffees ‘ “ “ ; é 4 ‘ 17,189 11 8 26,267 4 10 
Tobacco. 4 ° ‘ . . 60,407 13 7 105,873 5 4 
Wine. 5 ‘ . . . ° . 38,388 17 10 26,546 11 3 
Liquors : A : A . : 4 44,490 6 10 44,432 14 1 
Salt . ° . ° . . . . 28,685 15 6 22,950 5 6 
aa liable to Specific and Ad ay 524,406 0 3 654,945 19 9 

uties . . . . . 

Fruits and Spices . 5 A . . A 28,221 6 2 30,182 5 4 
Grains and Flour . . ‘ . . 5 6,056 14 6 2,013 19 9 
Animals. 3 s . F ‘ A 3,974 11 6 3,271 4 11 
Butter fi “ < : ‘ 4 109 1 2 1513 8 
Cheese ‘ . . . 2 . a,ill 9 0 4,498 5 10 
Fish . . . ° . . 5 13,468 0 0 9,064 010 
Meat, salt and fresh : 5 : j 31,980 6 9 12,060 14 3 
Candles é Me * A é - 4,564 18 8 7,935 13 1 
Leather, and Manufactures of Leather ‘ ‘ 28,307 2 9 68,999 12 4 
Oils . x < : ‘ ‘ ‘ i 22,730 12 9 39,779 12 5 
Paper . 3 : : ; n ‘ ; 7,622 17 1 20,100 1152 
Glassware . . fe s : ‘ : 8,192 8 0 20,863 3 11 
Furs . : ‘ A . . ° . 7,811 14 4 15,413 9 0 
Cotton Manufactures. : ? ; ~ *360,765 19 1 906,916 6 4 
Woollen do. ; ° . P; . *190,294 10 3 548,334 13 4 
Linen do. . . a . . *20,120 16 1 68,562 19 3 
Silk do. ° . ° e ° ¥28,794 18 4 138,950 4 9 
Iron and Hardware ~ : . : Ns 296,413 17 4 330,261 4 8 
Unenumerated ‘ 2 : ; 5 874,983 6 6 1,367,417 10 0 
Unenumerated, paying 24 per cent. . . . 271,760 19 6 391,846 11 9 
Total paying Ad Valorem Duties . : 2,209,285 10 38 3,296,437 16 7 


2,733,691 10 6 3,951,483 16 4 


Grand Total liable to Duty . . ° 


FreEE Goons :— 


Animals , bs ‘ : : 4 248 8 4 4,062 12 6 
Books . ‘ ° : 14,556 4 7 60,895 O11 
Drawings . ; . . . . . 1,216 8 4 3,544 0 11 
Military Stores . . 5 3 . : 36,651 9 1 32,844 10 3 
Seeds F ° ‘ . A 5,963 14 8 1,952 0° 6 
Unenumerated . . . ‘ x . 210,564 2 6 190,835 2 1 

Total Free Goods. : s ‘ 269,200 7 9 294,183 7 2 


Grand Total liable to Duty and Free. 3,002,891 18 38 4,245,517 3 6 


* In 1849, large amounts of these Manufactures were included under the head Unenumerated.” 


CANADA 


— 


29 


30 


CANADA. 


10 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


No. 5. 


A Rervrn of the Value of Goods entered for Consumption (liable to Duty and Free) at the several 
Ports in Canada during the Years 1848, 1849, and 1850, and Amount of Duties Collected. 


ie Value of Dutiable and Free Goods. Amount of Duty Collected. 
Ports. 
1848 1849 1850 1848 1849 1850 
£. 8. d. £° ad, fis td s. d. fete Bea: Le a ads 
Amerstburgh . «+ 4,645 1 2 4,913 5 11 5,893 2 8 6 3 v4. 1-0 845 8 3 
Hath. «. 0 2 awe 4,059 19 3 3,949 10 5 4,314 18 10 07 681 7 2 698 5 8 
Burwell 2.6 «6 3,009 6 7 9-574 6 & 4,976 6 3 10 2 375 4 5 684 2 9 
Beauce. . «4 © 472 5 8 260 2. 6 1,032 10 11 ll 2 350 «9 89 15 6 
Relieville . « « » | 2182 8 8 | 21,996 6 .8| 93,910 4 4 10 1| 3,466 14 6| °3,655 2 0 
Bondhead. « + + 817 2 0 760 6 8 837 011 6 2 116.17 2 100 3 4 
Brockvillec--¢ » -* | . 26,566 17 6] 40,125 18- 6 l--67,984 15 7 18 10| 5,649 2 0] 7,696 9 4 
Bytown dni ene 8 1,366 18 0 : 218 18 8 234 7 9 
Bruce. . + © « me 1,921 . ez i 
Guathamews) tis ee Beal oe 8 91057 4 7 4 4 917 6 3| 1,199 14 2 
Chippewa. - + «| 32,788 8 8 s| 39,97412 1 18 8| 2,931 2 0] 3,637 13 1 
Clarenceville » - + 2,128 4 9 1 1,518 9 3 12 5 933 5 9 253 10 0 
Cobourg . vee | 030671008 ol= 21,611 1 1 6 7| 2,169 2 5| 2,691 0 7 
Cornwall . er 1,963 16 7 0 4,069 6 7 13.3 438 13 10 561 18 9 
Colborne . + + 453 9 11 4 1,011 2 4 5 6 25 15 10 123 0 10 
Coteau du Lac . - 751 6 11 ly 83.48. 7 19 6 18 11 9 1113 4 
CEA g) 40 aba ae 9 8 641 16 0 91 165 16 7 126 6 6 
Dalhousie. . + © 7 1 14,394 10 8 16 0] 1,296 16 9) 2,745 11 9 
Darlington 8 1 6 4,070) 2) 7 7 5 483 2 0 545 18 7 
Dickenson’s Landing. 5 10 2,857 1 2 17 4 135 14 4 212 7 8 
Dow ree 8 0} 16,512 8 4 8 0| 2,01418 9] 2,167 7 9 
Dundee-% 9. % 1 3 5,138 15 9 10 2 359 14 0 48717 7 
Dunnville. » - ° 7 7 34,773" 9° 1 13 0 863 14 0| 2,305 13 2 
Migin sos es 6 7 126 12 4 15 10 175 6 Ie hs 
Fort Fie. 6 + 8 0 5 6 $j 1007 810) 15279 4 1 
Frelighsburg » - 1 9 1 20 419 8 1 388 8 9 
Gananoyue + + * 2 1} 2 5 10 243 8 2 orl 2 8 
Goderich . . + = 4 1 4 18.8 408 3 3 25117 6 
Grafton . » © @ 5 % 0 1 9 9410 0 39 13 2 
Herefood .« - + @ 0 5 1 2 124 19 1 200 19 1 
Hamilton. . + + ie 4 0 311 | 45,005 10 5 | 59,398 16 2 
Hemmingford. - + 0 2. 9 16 63 ek : F ‘ re f ” 
ce Lae 2 1 3 5 64 1s ; 
Feetiugion ibe canes 9 8 0 1 0 198 0 6 133.19 1 
es ee 0 H . ee ie 7 gee 16-7 
f Same he? 0 8 6 
Meitand ee ce 9 3 1 14 9 61 9 10 62 7 4 
Maria Town - + + 8 9 6 mo 170° 7 410 12 1 
Milford « «na 8 z 7 5 30 749 0] 3418 5 
Montreal » + + ° 9 3 1 9 6 |191,888 18 0 |258,474 3 10 
Sg a: 10 i 1 o 18) agen tt 4| 2,454 6 S 
A 10 1 1 139: ; 
Shue aes 9 1 10 16 4] 1,298 1 5| 1.47217 9 
Owen’s Sound. + °* 5 0 1 0 0 68 16 11 63: die 
Penetanguishene. + 7 5 6 4 4 18 8 4 wd4t 
Philipsburg - : 0 2 7 11.3 75719 4| 1,686 0 7 
a aie 4 1 6 1110 ee et tear 17 AG 
ag di 
tie) tae 5 6 7 7 2} 1,238 910) 1,363 010 
Quebec and Out-Bays 8 1 4 ae arg Bi) eyes uanes 
ueenston. « + * 5 1 : 
fae aux Raisins « 5 1 is 110 8 2 0 2413 0 
aie : ae eae ss 
: 3 
Roe 6 3 i nl 11217 3 79 12 11 
Side ae 4 tL MB a) og 
CAV 5) 0b a0 can 0 3 4 
F 5 3 8 10 10 526 14 10 687 15 0 
a. 9 5 4 0 11| 1,616 18 10| 1,580 15 10 
St. Johns + +s 3 0 Q tie eee ee 
t Régia 0 0 
ee apn < 1 2 1 10 3) 6,767 15 10| 8,480 0 
foe 5 10 
ome hee 3 3 2 13 7 | 52,336 11 1| 90,367 011 
NW aslereiin n=. ia 0 1 1511} 180 1 9 | °60013 1 
Be i le 10 8 10 8 87 9 1{ 22111 1 
Waay «so 6 6 > 3| 95818 2| 1,11418 6 
Tanah 8 9 |444,547 5 1 |615,691 13 8 
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Statement of Goods in Warehouse under Bond in the Province of Can 
1851, showing the Amount of Duty to which they are 


Articles. 
Sugar,refined . . . . 
fim A OM GR caesar eee 


Coffee; green) -.  ¢ 2 
Sm LROIMEN cous) Gerken 


BGS. on - > whe peony taaahe 
Molaseesintme~.myer ay eae whe 
Tobaceo, unmanufactured 

3 manufactured . . 
Cigna an eae aan e mie 
NUL Cee ae ee ee 
Brandy Wai yeetend veyed ce 
Gin 5. nc. say ere es 
Ruma a ss . 
Whiskey . . 


Cordials... é 
Wine, over 157... . 
a5) under Ibi, os 
ase 114), CASRN 9 vinwis eT Ae 
Salts 5. 


Goods paying a4 per cent. duty ‘ 
124 


”» ” 
” 20 » 
” 30 ” 


Total estimated value of and Duties) 


on Goods in Warehouse . 


A Comparative STATEMENT of Imports, 


Duties collected on Goods 
and 1850 respectively. 


. 
. 

. 

Lee 
. 

. 

. 


{ 


No. 6, 


Quantity. 


2,249. 3) 1 
28,218 3 20 
941 1 23- 
1.017 
354,684 
16,296 1 16 
157,688 
412,381 
1,961 
1,516 
46,009 
25,122 
15,928 
9,384 
562 
25,698 
115,675 
2,143 
122,529 


No: 7, 


2,225 18 


_ 
=p te 
ioe) vo) 
no ~ 
— 
ASwWwrawxrcorneanzw 


183,363 14 


ll 


_ 
STROM YOO POUNwW 


9 


ada onthe Ist J anuary 
subject. 


TA 


——y 


60,677 4 2 


exhibiting in contrast the Value of and Amount of 


entered "for Consumption in Canada, during the Years 1849 


Value. Duty. 
Whence Imported. — eee = — saeeciee Pa 
1849 1850 1849 1850 
= Beds AF s. d. Bey re Lin Svan, 
Great Britain . . . {1,669,002 12 7 2,407,980 4 0 
Bi clones ia 48,913 11 0 96,404 19 6 
West Indies |: 310 0| 1,11219 3 \(444,547 5 1) 615,694 13 8 
United States . - {1,242,855 0 10 11,648,715 2 5 
Other Foreign Countries 41,824 11 11 91,303 18 4 
Total.= isi % 3,002,891 18 3 4,245,517 3 6| 444,547 5 1 615,694 13 § 


No. 8. 


A Return of Articles Imported into Canada from Great Britain and the North American 
Provinces in the Year 1850, admitted free of Duty under the Provisions of 12 Vic., cap. 1. 


Articles, 


Breede ec, aN) ate 
Buckwheat . . . 
Chocolate and Cocoa. 
Coalti. 2 =" ee 
Cranberries . . , 
Deals oe wa ey 
Fish—Fresh . . . 
Salted Cod. 
Haddocks 5 
Herrings. . . 
Mackarel. . . 
Oysters . . . 
Salted Fish . 
SLM OT aeas) cee 
Basd-oge yn Fgh 
Ling . ° ° . 


eee oe eS a ee am oe 
. 


- ee © 6 -w 0” wo Ge le 


Value. Articles, 
Sere. yey || 
C16 ay | sBiour™® 9 4'-, Oe os 
11 5 O/} Furs and Skins . . 
Geog “Gi Bish OW... f4 ‘ 
1,004 5 OO] Grains*. . ee 
110 0} Gypsum zine 
200 O 0 || Grindstones . ae 
243 0 O|! Meats. 2), Fe Tet 
3,079 12° 0) Plenty 6s. ot 
113 16 0 | Potatoes . . erin 
12,273 0 11 || Seeds . Le te 
5,110 8 6 
493 13 0 Total, 1850 
305 16 6 Total, 1849 . 
440 2 6 
6/5) 0 Excess in 1850 
Ges 


* These atticles, if imported from other countries, 


All the others would pay 124 per cent. 


would be subject to a dut 
ad valorem, with the exception of coals, 


. 


42,146 8 9 
12,033 3 11 


Value. 


a 
. 
~ 
S 
oOo 
~ 
_ 
~ 


-_ 
> 
om 
died 
No 
_ 
ABNOSCAMTSK we 


30,113 4 10 


y of 20 per cent. under 12 Vict. chap. 1. 
which would be 24 per cent, 
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12 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 
CARADS. No.9. 


A Comparative Statement of the Gross and ‘Net Revenue received from Customs’ Duties 
for the Years 1847, 1848, 1849, aad 1850. 


1847 | 1848 1849 1850 


‘ , ce. ed. Ae a Gs £. si. ds Se Be aa 
Gross Receipts of Duties . 414,633 5 6 334,029 8 9 |444,547 5 1 /615,694 13 8 
Charges for Collection . . | 32,185 7 8 82,597 11 10/ 31,8i0 1 4 |*34,562 1 8 


Net Re , 
say ch e Customs’\ 382,447 WW 10 j301,431 16 11 412,787 3 9 [581,132 12 0 


* In this item is included the sum of 2,458/, 12s. 10d, for Return Duties. 


No. 10. 


Suirs Inwarp.—An Account of the Number of Ships, their Country, Tonnage, and Number 


of Men employed, which entered Inwards at the Ports of Montreal and Quebec, during the 
Year 1850, and the two preceding Years. 


Great Britain. é oa United States. | Other Foreign Total. 
Ports. colonies. States. 

No. . | Tons. | No. | Tons. | No. Tons. | Men. 

Montreal. . + | 88 | 33,140 7,912 10,997 | 25 | 4,263 304 | 56,312 | 2,374 
Quebec . « + | 717 |299,516 19,712 115,984 | 104 | 30,592 | 1,196 |465,804 | 16,092 
‘sie (isi ci) (en feces (RE Ee es peg 

Total, 1850 805 |332,656 | 2 27,624 126,981 | 129 | 34,855 | 1,500*|522,116 18, 466 
Total, 1849 . | 929 |395,658 26 ,421 64,986 | 60 | 15,440 | 1,328 |502,513 | 18,118 
Total, 1848 . | 974 |401,367 22 | 24,683 2 | 48,871 72 | 19,336 | 1,350 |494,247 | 18,214 


Note.—Gas,é by Sea and St, Lawrence, 132 vessels ; 4,457 tons ; 284 men. 
* Of this number from Sea, 1,341. 


No. LI. 


Sures Ourwarp.—An Account of the Number of Ships, their Country, Tonnage, and 
Number of Men employed, which cleared Outwards at the Ports of Montreal and Quebec, 
during the Year 1850 and the preceding Year. 


Great Britain. British United S tates. Other Foreign Total. 
‘Ports: Colonies. States. 


No. Tons. | No. Tons. | No. 


_—— $< | $$ | —_—_— —— 


Montreal . - - 78 | 28,256 | 100 | 8,663 | 133 
Quebec» + « {1,057 [475,187 | 156 | 9,987 56 


-_—}__—_.— 


Tons. | No. | Tons, No. | Tons. | Men. 


12,812] 1 211 312 | 49,942 | 2,125 
77000| 6 | 1,847| 1,275 [494,021 | 16,991 


——o 


Total, 1850. 11,135 |503,443 | 256 | 18,650 | 189 
Total, 1849 . |1,120 |502,886 | 231 | 13,244) 40 


——, 


19,812| 7 | 2,058 | 1,587 [543,963 | 19,116 
~ 4930} 1 544] 1,392 |521,604 | 18,643 


Note.—Gaspé Outwards, 119 vessels ; 70,005 tons; 630 men. 


No. 12. 


SratisTicAL View of the Commerce of Canada, exhibiting the Value of Exports to and 
Imports from Great Britain, her Colonies, and Foreign Countries—together with the 
Tonnage of Vessels arriving and departing during the Year 1850. 


COMMERCE. NAVIGATION. 


Vessels from Sea. 


Value of Value of Tonnage to and from | Tonnage to and from 


British Ports. Foreign Ports. 
Exports, Imports. 


Ente red Cleared Entered | Cleared 
Inward. | Outward. | Inward. | Outward, 


——— in 


£. s. d. £ 8. d. 
1,521,279 15 3 |2,407,980 4 0 
202,194 1 3 96,404 19 6 
3 
5 
4 


Great Britain . . « 
North American Colonies 
British West Indies . . 
United States of America 
Other Foreign Countries 


, 2,094 0 0 1,112 19 
1,237,789 17 11 |1,648,715 2 
27,070 6 4| . 91,303 18 


360,280 | 522,093 | 161,836 21,870 


|] ———. 
ae —— 


360,280*) 522,093 161,836 21,870 


2,990,428 0 9 |4,245,517 3 6 


Total . 


* 'This table of tonnage embraces merely the vessels arriving and departing from the 


ports of Quebec and Montreal— 
the inland ports are not included. 
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No. 15. 


A Comparative Srarement of the Number.of Gallons of Proof Spirits Distilled in the Province of Canada, in 
the Years 1847, 1848, 1849, and 1850, with the Number of Stills, and Amount of Revenue derived therefrom. 


Number of Stills. Number of Gallons Manufactured. Revenue Collected. 


1847/1848/1849]1850 1847 1848 1849 1850 


1847 1848 1849* 1850 


£.° 8.) ds ee ea £ Pro 4 pat 
Canada, East| 15 | 14 | 12 | 11 645, 386 317,840 246 ,920 79,914 | 5,378 4 4] 2,64813 4 1,959 19 0 332 19 6 
Canada, West/156 {149 154 |152 |1,489,335 |1,6U1,698 |1,920,088 1,988,193 |12,411 2 6 13,347 9 9 /11,080 7 0 /8,284 3 2 


Total. . 171 |163 |166 |163 /2,134,721 |1,919,538 |2,167,008 |2,068,112 |17,789 6 10 15,996 3 113,040 6 018,617 2 8 


* The Act 12 Vic., cap. 14, sect. 2, reducing the duty to ld. per gallon wine measure, came into operation on the 25th April, 1849. 


No. 14. 
Aw Account of the Number and Tonnage of Vessels from Sea entered Inwards at the Ports of Quebec and 


Montreal during the Years 1844, 1845, 1846, 1847, 1848, 1849, and 1850, with the Average Number of Men 
employed. 


1844 1845 1846 1847 1848 1849 1850 Yearly 
Average 
= Number of 


= M 
Ships. /Tonnage.| Ships. Tonnage. | Ships. |Tonnage.| Ships. |Tonnage. Ships. |Tonnage.| Ships. |Tonnage.| Ships. |Tonnage. Buployed. 


1,232) 451,142) 1,489| 576,541| 1,480| 568,225] 1,210] 479,124] 1,188| 452,436] 1,184] 465,088] 1,136] 440,792| 17,909 
207) 49,635) 210| 51,848) 219| 55,566] 234! 63,381] 162) 41,811} 144} 37,425] 205] 45,113] 2,217 


Quebec . 
Montreal . 


(ppm (aa (a (cae (a ee [ae en nn 


Total . | 1,439) 500,777 1,698) 62829 1,699) 623,791) 1,444) 542,505] 1,350) 494,247] 1,328) 502,513] 1,341] 485,905} 20,126 


No. 15. 


A Rerorn of Foreign Vessels entered Inwards at the Ports of Quebec and Montreal during 
the Year 1850, showing the Countries to which they belong and Tonnage of each Country. 


— Vessels, Tons. — Vessels. Tons, 


United States. . . 36 18,125 Bremen « 9.5" 2. s 1 505 
Notways Ps. 5 47 16,542 Russias 2 «9 ss 2 147 
Sweden... <<" 3 1,025 Holland... 1 793 
Germany. & ~ « 1 220 France 7.0% = 1 39 
Prassia.” ost uae ee at 19 6,916 Portals cerns 2 195 
Total’ 2: so ns 113 Vessels pn ee Peg ke 45,117 Tons. 
CO 


No. 16. 


Statement of the Number and Tonnage of Vessels Registered at the several Ports in the 
Province of Canada during the Year 1850. 


Total 
[ Port Number of | Tonnage orSeilin Tonnage. Steamers | Total Tons. 
SS Steamers, Be Vase id | and Sailing 
cna Vessels. 

Bai ts oe ~e Sy 6 6 290 
Brockville... =. . 2 225 2 4 421 
Burwell. =. 0” 4 = me are 4 4 277 
Clarenceville . . . ve 14 14 00 
Credit . See ii a 4 4 291 
Dovere te - en" xs 1 39 8 9 616 
PyGnnvie gees: ee 3 85 4 7 445 
GOGeniGh,~ «see's | Ms es r 3 3 171 
CBE oe 8 se 3 ea 23 23 1,255 
Heonltiin Gots ao 2 305 15 17 aad 
Hopeless.) a, Se oe ee 5 5 
Kingston, io in) hs oa 1 2533 2 3 1062. 
Montreal . . A 14 1,239 a 7 are 
DETIOCG: co) Pieeets os) ie aoa pee 5 
Newcastle . anc ate We { 1 1 47 
Quebec . . ae 8 839 a *y 22, ce 
Satiiae <0). oe eck. nen ae ee 7 
"POrOnte) ease erie : a 1 ] | 22 

‘wel oul 3h | 2.9852 | 213 244 | 36,1333 
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No. 17. 


SrateMent of the Number and Tonnage of Vessels built at the several Ports in the Province 
during the Year 1850. 


Number Total 
Ports. Number of AY Steam 
orts einian. ‘ Seiing Tonnage. | 73 Sailing Total Tons, 
Vessels. 
Burwell. . ut 88 
Credit < ~. 1 28 
Dalhousie . “7 1 - 113 
Dover ..-> not known 1 not known 
Dunnville . 38 1 38 
Goderich . ote 1 30 
Hope . . 3 444 
Kingston . 1 59 
Montreal. 1 91 
Milford . . 2 123 
Quebec . . Wie 32,043 
Stanstead . 1 81 
Total 


The registration of vessels on the inland waters of the province not being compulsory, this statement 
exhibits but a small portion of the vessels owned at the above-mentioned ports and navigating 
those waters. 
eee EL EEE EEE EEEReREEREEl 


No. 18. 


Comparative SraTement of the Revenue of the several Ports in Canada for Quarters 
ending 5th April, 1850 and 1851. 


Ports. 1850 1851 Ports, 1850 

££ a d, Be oe 1s Lo a od, Be Bn ne 
Amherstburg . + + 49 12 6 4711 6 || MariaTown. . .» 53 7 5 63 10 2 
Batok oe cen we uate 219 8 6 12 10 Maitland. . . - 211 010 21 
Beauce. . vane 38 16 2 24 2 9 Montreal. . - + | 4,272 1 9} 6,732 18 5 
Belleville . . + © 448 6 2 259 6 10 Milford... 2 « Wiz 6 on 
Bondhead . +» « oo 160 New Castle . « . 3617 2 22 0 0 
Brockville. . - 638 11 4 686 15 10 Niagara Persad 366 10 10° 380 3 4 
Brice 5 © * on o Oakville. . « © oo oe 
Burwell « «© «© © 18 12 3 23°11 5 Owen’sSound . . on An 
Chatham . . © © 3410 0 95 19 4 || Penetanguishene. . o. oe 
Chippewa . .« + « 313 13 5 766 13 8 || Philipsburg . . . 71115 5 292 3 4 
Clarenceville . . « 66 111 46:16 0 || Picton. =» « «© + 78 311 9015 1 
Cobourg . + + + 461 011 933 7 7 Pottons: «6 ws 260 4 6 110 8 6 
Colborie’ 2.6 “ss on oa Prescott . » «+ “e 389 10 0 471 0 0 
Cornwall . » » « 39 5 4 2819 1 || Quebee « «. ». «| 2,630 3 0) 3,606 9 8 
Coteau du Lac. . - oe oe Queenston eos 183 8 1 763 8 2 
Creditia, «6 27 13 3 1519 6 Riviére aux Raisins . 6 1.38 oe 
Dalhousie . « » + 237 8 Il 205 18 3 Rondeau. + « . +e ae 
Darlington . « » 718 4 24 2 6 || Rowan. Aen 5811 2 193 1.0 
Dickenson’s Landing .« 49 11 1 19 0 5 Russeltown . + « 37 8 4 2216 7 
Doves. .«, =. ee 1398 8 2 160 7 5 Sandwich. . « «© 290 5 3 322 14 7 
Dindeda \s. 6 3s 109 6 10 118 4 5 Sarnia) . 6/5) e- 3 67 3 7 82 210 
Dunnville. .« . + oe 27 10 3 Sault Ste. Marie. 274 13 3 o- 
pi eed ase 6 2 0 8 310 || St.John’s. . - 2 4 5) 1,005 10 2 
Fort Erie . . + « 470 13 0 310 1 4 St. Régis. . . 54 2 9 GF 17 «63 
Frelighsburg . . - 130 0 7 103 13 4 Stanstead. . - - 323 3 8 545 10 6 
Gananoque. +» «+ «+ 617 9 1619 11 |} Stanley . . «© 605 8 8 941 17 10 
Goderich .« « © oe o- Suttod. vie 2, “el, s 2516 7 af Se 
Grafton . ae 211 5 on Toronto s.« © « 7,808 19 10 | 11,106 2 5 
Hamilton. « « » | 4;047 0 2 (4,804 0 2 Wallaceburg. . « 145 13 10 65 15 1 
Hemmingford. . . 4614 0 61 14 6 Wellington . « + oe on 
Hereford or Compton . 65 14 2 67 5 8 || Whitby . . .- -« 5813 5 11818 1 
Hope «| «ps 231 9 7 326 11 0 || Minor Ports. . - 106 2 2 oe 
Huntingdon . . 35 16 6 42 1 6 ———_——|—- 
Ln a ae Ee tog etme Total of Quarter . | 28,278 1 5 | 37,936 9 9 
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No. 19. 
Statement of the Aggregate Value of Imports into the United States from Canada, as 
entered in the Custom House Books, at the following Ports of Entry, for the Year ending 
31st December, 1850. 


Customs Districrs anp Ports or Entry. Value. 

, Dollars. 
District and Port of Chicago. . . . . 1... 4,345 
Districtiand Port:of Detroit 7°. 62). 3 a ws 103,556 
District.of Miami and Port of Toledo . . . . . 16,771 
District and Port of Sandusky . . . . .. , 31,452 
District of Cuyahoga and Port of Cleveland . . . . 237,177 
District of Presque-Isle and Port of Erie . . . . 2,831 
District and Port of Buffalo Creek . . . . . 446,900 
District of Niagara and Port of Lewiston . . . . 61,807 


District of Genesee and Port of Rochester . . . . 100,189 
District and Port of Oswego . . . . . . . . | 2,087 ,622 
District and Port of Sacketts Harbour . . . . , 26,137 
District and Port of Cape Vincent . . . 1. 53,079 
District of Oswegatchie and Port of Ogdensburgh . . 211,925 
District of Champlain and Port of Plattsburgh . . . 314,555 


District of Vermont and Port of Burlington. . . . 821,094 
District of Bath—in Maine, embracing the Canada Line 
and Road “Absa Bee ees re Bie 4,866 


Total Seb: ah OT 58 


— 
No. 20. 
StaTEMeENT showing the relative Amount of Business done in American and Canadian Vessels 
at the under-mentioned American Ports at which separate Statements have been obtained. 


_ In Bond, 
In American. In Canadian, | 294 Character Totals. 
of Vessel 
not stated. 
Dollars, Dollars. Dollars. Dollars, 
Oswego ° 597,399 1,490,223 F 2,087 ,622 
Rochester . 26,578 69,972 3,639 100,189 
Buffalo. 93,068 222,845 130,987 446 ,900 
Total . 117,045 1,783,040 134,626 2,634,711 


In a few of the above Districts no account has been kept of articles not liable to duty, such as 
Grass Seeds, &c., which occasions some deficiency, as such entries constitute a considerable item in 
other Districts, 


No statement of the Imports into the District of Michilimakinac has been obtained, in consequence 


of the communication not having been open with the Sault Ste. Marie at the time the Port was visited. 
It must, however, be very inconsiderable. 


— SSS 


NOVA SCOTIA. 
(No. 29.) No. 2. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Sir J. Harvey to Earl Grey. 
Government House, Halifax, October 30, 1851. 
My Lorp, (Received November 24, 1851.) 

I nave the honour herewith to transmit the Blue Book for 1850. Your 
Lordship will be gratified to notice, as an evidence of increased consumption 
and general commercial activity, an excess of 8,982/. sterling upon the revenue, 
as compared with that of the previous year. 

2. The Census provided for by the Act of last Session will be completed in 
a few weeks, and must supply a great deal of useful information that will 
enable me to present, with the Blue Book for 1851, a more varied and reliable 
picture of provincial industry than I have been able, for want of sufficient data, 
to furnish since the General Report transmitted in 1848. 

3. In the meantime, it affords me pleasure to remark, as characteristics of 
the current year, the subsidence of acrimonious party spirit, which even the 
excitement of a general election but partially aroused, the diminution of the 
potatoe rot, the visible improvement of the Capital, and the greater breadth of 
cultivation in all the rural districts. 

4. The revenue of the three quarters of this year shows an increase of 5,6001. 
sterling on the revenue for the corresponding period of 1850. 

I have, &c., 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) J. HARVEY. 
&e. &. &c. 


CANADA. 


NOVA SCOTIA 
No. 2. 
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NEW BRUNSWICK. 


(No. 55.) No. 3. 


Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Sir Epmunp Heap, Bart., to 
Earl Grey. 


Government House, Fredericton, New Brunswick, 
August 25, 1851. 
(Received September 15, 1851.) 
My Lorp, 

1. I nave the honour to forward in duplicate the Blue Book for 1850, 
and I proceed to make such observations as may be required on the condition 
of this colony. 

It is with much satisfaction that I am able to speak of a decided improve- 
ment in the commercial and agricultural prosperity of the province of New 
Brunswick. After a series of years in which the crops suffered from blight, 
the autumn of 1849 afforded to the farmer a remuneration for his labour, and 
the season of 1850 was, at least, equally good. ‘Traces of the potato blight 
were still found in particular localities, and it is evident at the present moment 
that the disease exists this year also; yet, upon the whole, a plentiful supply 
of all agricultural produce was gathered in 1850. The growth of oats and 
buckwheat on the upper St. John was particularly large, and a very consider- 
able step was mate towards raising our own food. 

2. The commerce of the country too was upon the whole in an improving 
condition. The fall in freights enabled exporters to sell deals and logs, for 
which they could not otherwise have obtained remunerating prices, and I 
explained to your Lordship in my Blue Book Despatch* of last year the posi- 
tion of the ship-building trade at St. John; I have no reason to think that our 
prospects have deteriorated since that time. 

In the session of 1851 the Legislature enacted a Revenue Bill for four years 
instead of from year to year as heretofore, and the prospect afforded by the 
following statement of revenue received in the course of the first six months of 
the current year will give satisfaction to your Lordship :— 


Comparative Statement of the Revenue of New Brunswick for Six Months, from 
January 1 to June 30, 1851, with the same period in 1850. 


Gross Revenue from | Gross Revenue from Theroase Decrease 
Jan. 1 to June 30, | Jan. lto J 30, 1 
1850, Cancaey. 1851, Catealy. Curssenry. Currency. 
£ s. a Cedi el ex as Ge aid 
Import Duties . . . 28,754 4 64) 37,657 15 "3; 8,903 11 1 . te 
Export Duties . . . 5,317 4 2 6,507 8 4 1,199 4 3 ‘ 
Lighthouse Duties . ran 1,580 16 3 1,902 3° 9 371 7 6 F 
a D. Seamen’s Fund 673 1 0 895 14 7 222 13 4 
uties Sie Cm fe peat 
tao F a toe 10. 6) 805 15 0 | Si-O oN. 
Joan Fund Duties . « «| 2,645 4 84 3,784 9 3% 1,089 4 7 : 
Incidental Revenue ae 930 1 5 800 0 O < 130-1 5 
Receipts in Aid . . - - 6 6 2 26 12 11 20 6 9 a Mae 
Total . . £| 40,049 8 2] 52,029 19 6/ 12,110 12 9 130 1 5 


Nett Increase in Six Months . ( . £11,980 11 4 currency. 


Treasury, St. John, (Signed) B. Rosinson, 
August 15, 1851. Provincial Treasurer. 


The following Table will show the general liabilities of the province at the 
end of 1850 :— 


* Vide Blue Book Reports, presented by Her Majesty's Command, 1850, Part II., p. 138. 
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StaTEMEnT of the Finances of New Brunswick, December 31, 1850. 


Desrts. eee, rae 
Amount due for Appropriations, 1850 and prior . 
=f formavings Banks (Scuksaiet &- geet as 
BeD: Loan Debentures 22 6 ssoearm 6 we | en : 
Unteneat: duetthereon tu) cee ears oe ts lo at ay Ne 
70,018 15 3 
Balance due on Province Loan . . . . «© «© «© « 
v3. OF Cash, Credit Aceownlta 4 = "a: 4 ves) ee le 
60,843 3 


3 

Amount Borrowed on Bye-roads Warrants . . . . . . TOTO % 
»» Deposited on account of Receiver-General of Coe 914 15 8 
3 


Revellckme es cis cto ares ee oe 


UGTA ICDS este alee 


Assets. 


Bonds tor B.D; Goans,, sos ss ee 
Interest due thereon Meee een ; 
St. John Water Company’s Bond . 

Balance at Out Bays Sede 


Total Assets . . . . 


12,043 3 4 


Nett Amount of Debis . . . . % 127,708 17 11 


Treasury, St. John’s. (Signed) B. Rosrnson, 
Provincial Treasurer. 


3. The extent to which the provincial revenue had been overdrawn, for the 
expenditure on bye-roads in previous years induced me in 1850, by the advice 
of my Council, to abstain from issuing the bye-road warrants for the sums 
voted in that year. It appeared to be far more expedient to diminish the debt 
due on this account. The following statement will show that by pursuing this 
course we reduced the charge incurred in previous years by a very considerable 
sum :— 


Statement of the AMounT Due by the Province on account ot Kxpenditure on Bye-roads, 
on August 1, 1850. 


eA oh 
Balance of Expenditure in 1848. . . . . . «| 10,000 0 O 
Amount Expended in 1849 . . . . .. . ./13,316 5 6 


Total Amount due, August 1, 1850 . | 23,316 5 6 


Paid Bank of New Brunswick on October 4, 1850,| 


Amount due on Bye-roads, 1848 . . . . | 10,000 0.0 


Amount remaining due this date. £| 13,316 5 6 


Treasury, St. John’s. (Signed) B. Rosrnson, 
20th December 1850. Provincial Treasurer. 


I have every reason to think that, notwithstanding some discontent at the 
time, the soundness of this policy has been appreciated by the people of this 
colony. 

4. } can hardly give your Lordship an accurate view of the position of this 
province in the year 1850, without following into the current year the pro- 
gress of certain changes, of which signs were visible in the previous twelve 
months. 

A remarkable impulse has been given to the lumber trade. In the autumn 
of 1850 I found that preparations were making for extensive operations, and 
the price secured in the course of this summer for logs and timber has been 
such as to encourage similar speculations in the winter about to come. 

I fear two things; I fear the new stimulus to a gambling and speculative 
pursuit, which will surely distract the attention of our small farmers from 
more laborious and steady toil. I fear too the inevitable reaction which will 
follow a glut in the English market, and for which we must be prepared. 

5. In the mean time money has been tolerably abundant, and wages have 
been high. The prices obtained for spruce deals and logs in the course of the 
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BRUNewicx, Present summer present an extraordinary contrast with those paid in preceding 
saa years. This has been the case at least at St. John, and on the streams down 
which timber is floated to that city. The following Tables, which are but 
approximations, may afford your Lordship some opportunity of judging of this 
difference. It appears that the price of logs and deals at Fredericton and St. 
John, in July 1851, has been about double what it was in 1849, and that the 

rise on the eastern coast has not been in the same proportion. 


Averace Price of Spruce Logs per 1,000 superficial feet. 


St. John. Fredericton. | Miramichi. 
a 2d: a oe: ae as 
July,.1849 17 6 13°49 13: 9 
>: 1850 255-0 20 16 3 
1851 35 #0 Lia 6 


29 


Averace Price of Spruce Deats per 1,000 superficial feet at St. John (reckoned at board 
measure, one inch, same as logs just as they leave the mill, good and bad, all sorts together). 


St. John. 


July, 1849 
1850 
1851 


2° 


9? 


There are no sales of deals made at Fredericton. 
eae 


Now to illustrate the effect of such prices in promoting speculation, I annex 
a Table showing the results of the first sale of timber licenses in each of the 
three years 1849, 1850, 1851 :— 


Resutr of the First Sale of Trmper’ Licences at the Crown Lanp Orricr in each of the 
following Years. 


Licences. | Square Miles. Highest Rate | Average Rate Amount, 
per Mile. per Mile. 
Se aid 


| 1849 887 102s. | 11s. 8d. 51713 0 
1850 356 1,477} 90s, | lls, Bid. 844 17 0 
| 1851 2208. 16s. 33d. | 2,244 11 6 


6. My own opinion has always been that the upset price of timber licences 
(10s. the square mile for the year) is much too low, and on every ground I 
have urged on my Council the propriety of increasing it. I regret to say, how- 
ever, that the majority of these gentlemen have not concurred in my views. 
Had the price been considerably raised additional revenue would have been 
this year secured to the province, and some slight check might have been im- 
posed on speculation. Tn fact, however, it is well known that timber licences 
are often taken out more as giving colour to lumbering operations in a certain 
district, than for the actual worth of the timber on the “ berth” purchased. 

My Council have consented to place a higher upset price on timber licences 
to be granted on the western St. John, above the Madawaska River, under the 
recent settlement of the boundary with Canada. There is still a good deal of 
white pine in this upper district. ecg: 

7. Upon the whole then, my Lord, although no great and visible impulse 
has been given to immigration, I think I can assure your Lordship that the 
province is steadily advancing in prosperity, a prosperity which will make 
rapid strides should the construction of the Halifax and Quebec Railway afford 
it fresh nourishment. 

I have, &c., 


The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) EDMUND HEAD. 
&e. &c. &e. 
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NEWFOUNDLAND. 


(No. 22.) No. 4. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir J. GAsparp Le Marcuant to the 
Right Hon. Earl Grey. 


Government House, St. John’s, Newfoundland, 
April 14, 1851. 
(Received May 13, 1851.) 
My Lorp, 

I nave the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship the statistical 
returns composing the Blue Book of Newfoundland for the year 1850, accom- 
panied at the same time with such remarks as appear to me necessary to illustrate 
the general condition of the colony during that period. 

It is very gratifying to me to be able to report to your Lordship that the diffi- 
culties under which the island. has been labouring for the last four years are now 
gradually subsiding, and that a decided improvement has been manifested in the 
past year in the commercial prospects of the colony, which I trust will prove to 
be of a permanent and progressive character. 


Section 1.—Jmports and Exports. 


The returns furnished exhibit a large increase in the estimated value of 
Imports, as also in that of Exports, when compared with the year preceding, 
the increase in our Import trade being ,97,126/, and the increase in our Export 
trade being 99,2U3/. 


The estimated amount of Imports in 1849 being 770,190/. 


f, rs i 1850° .,, 867.3161, 
- That of Exports in 1849 ,, 876,567. 
” » 9» 1850..<,, 975,7700 


The following table will exhibit the articles of the most importance in the 
Import trade of the colony, and their estimated value in 1850 :-— 


Articites Importep. 


i O92. Ee _—Vv—n 
Estimated Value in Pounds Sterling. 


toti ‘ British Colonies. . \ 
Description and Quantity. Bectn tient! ae  Fpniign wont: 
Britain. West North | gIsewhere,| America. seal 
Indies. | America. 
Animals, Living :— £. | £ £. Bod Be el Be £. 
Horses . . Number 3 24 | 
ie Fe eee 79 as as 718 
al) ot 2 eal hn és be oy i? See 742 
Oxen and Cows, Numb. 1 8 
29 Won oO A 4 22,5417 
Teal. 3: 30a eG, ue 46 * a nA 22,555 
Sheep . Number 3,685 “ ws 2,020 2,020 
Swine . A 52 Ae s 64 64 
Cwt. — qrs. Ibs. 
Bread . . 12,812 0 23] 17,220 
sie 2 Boe 1,986 
v9 wast et oy Sd OO i” 2,128 
ay ew By ,AROM 24 ve 4,052 
oy» + «+ 64,566 2 0 Se ae 45,558 


Total . 89,526 0 9 61,544 


NEWFOUND- 
LAND. 
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40 


20 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


NEWFOUND- Articles Imported—continued. 
LAND. 


Estimated Value in Pounds Sterling. 


ee ‘ British Colonies. . 
Description and Quantity. From Great Pel Foreign rea 
Britain. Be — Elsewhere.| America. tates. 
Cwt. qrs. lbs. as zs Ese nap si. £. i 
Butter. . 163 1 25 1,691 
ay ee” PORE. T'22 ee oe 21,052 
x50) St BOSS. 0, 27 ee oe AG oe 8,724 
BE ee ake NT oe on ee se ee 15 , 404 
Total . 16,463 2 17 o° o° ee oe as oo 46,871 
Coals . . Tons 4,6424 | 3,816 
A te eee: 17, 0533 ee oe 15,339 
ae - 9+ ae ae we ° 11 
Total. . 21,7104 se ae a oe oe Se 19,166 


Condege and 46g 18 1 24 | 16,649 


Cable 

Sih i a ee, ee na 431 

AE ek Nag a Er etal = ne 841 

Rae 2 eS ee as re 5 

ate ee oe ie Be at a 2,934 

Total . 599 7 1 21 ‘a ve A me ee aa 20,860 
Flour . . Barrels 2,516 | 2,641 

a. ere 56,532 | .. ' 64,314 

rie Sees at aE ome 52,582 oF ns ae ee 61,830 

ay eee 1,482] ., “e ie a “e 1,645 

‘Tiala-—-. Wee) 4. > = — a .. | 180,430 
Cotton Manufactures . . | 56,008 oe 1,009 es 1,954 123 | 59,094 
Fishing Tackle, viz., Lines, 

Nets, and Twines . . | 15,393 ae 124} 1,244 Ae 104 |} 16,865 
Hardware and Cutlery . . | 12,419 xe 461 151 223 270 | 13,524 
Iron and Ironmongery . « j 15,963 va 124 13 25 103 | 16,228 
Leather and Leathern Wares | 47,143 ea 785 658 890 | 2,120] 51,596 
Linen Manufactures . . | 16,131 ne 135 60 128 17 | 16,471 

Cwts. qrs. 
Molasses . . 150 0 113 

Ae 4 an LOST 0 as 5,316 

2 ¢, ge 4d SOS] Ae os 1,996 

99 - - 8,890 3 e a ne oe 1,943 

>» . + 84,067 0 oe oe oe oe oe 41,684 

Total. 102,916 0 ae Le es ee ne eis 51,052 
Pork, Salted Barrels 830 | 1,892 

<7 2° « Lee Las os 3,921 

A - » 22,844 A oe =e re 47,470 

ay © a ksh oe v6 oe oe ee 3,110 

Total. . « 27,299 ae se) Fr oe ia fe 56,393 
Salt . . Tons 12,0144] 17,951 

s isos « 767 Se x 1,124 

are See erent 387 an oe ale 306 

san & ce ee Pg SBO ue ae ot os ose 14,826 

Total. -. 26,098} me Se s6 ae a Ay 24,207 
Silk Manufactures . . «| 9,611 se 297 a 17 267 | 10,192 
Sugar :— 
Cwts. qrs. Ibs. 
Refined . 1,233 0 0} 2,243 
9? ° 21 2 0 oe eo 25 
ar) . 66 114 a ee ar AF 121 


Total. 1,320 314| .. ar Pe = “ ae 2,589 
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Articles Imported—continued. NEWFOUN D- 
SY 
Estimated Value in Pounds Sterling. 


AND. 


inti f British Colonies. . 
Description and Quantity, To Great alas, Fowtin nen 
Britain. West North ivewhere || Amevicn tates. 
Indies. | America. 
Cwts. qrs. lbs. £. =. £. £; £. s. s. 
Unrefined 3,070 3 23 os 3,321 
an - 3,077 1 24 ne AC, 3,304 
29 + 8,717 (2513 oe oe rr . 7,192 
29 . 24 0 9 es oe + 25 
Total . 14,890 0 13 ae a oe se “se os 14,442 
Teas . . Ibs. 278,751 | 13,316 
Neate aa cers 21,602 +8 1,131 
coo oon 56 338 ee oe ti 15 
hak Ae es 5,516 ar ae oe oe 415 
Rin” 3) eee 116 ats an ve ve os 8 
Total. . 806,362 ae wie a ve Os An 14,885 
Woollens and Slops. . . | 78,943 aie 1,570 925 289 | 2,142 | 83,869 


a 
And the subjoined statement will exhibit the total estimated value in pounds 
sterling of our imports in 1850, from 


eee 
British Colonies, United States 


Great Britain. of America, | Foreign States. Total. 
West Indies. | North America.}| Elsewhere, 
5 Ss. es dos bi x 
359,572 179,237 7,288 153,510 152,416 867,316 


Our export trade in the year 1850 amounted to 975,7701., the increase being 
occasioned by a more successful seal fishery than in the previous year. 

The produce of our fisheries, I may say, constitute with but some trifling 
items of no importance, the whole export trade of our island; in the past year 
the export from our fisheries amounted to 928,427/., and comparing that amount 
with the sum total of our export trade 975,7701., there remains a difference of 
47,3451. which amount is made up almost entirely of articles imported for sub- 
sequent exportation either to Great Britain or the British Colonies in North 
America, the chief items of this traffic are molasses, sugar, and wine, and their 
respective value is exhibited in the following return :— 

Artictes Exportep. 


a LEE 
Estimated Value in Pounds Sterling. 


ee . British Colonies. . 
Description and Quantity. To Great rege Tonle ae 
Britain. West North | ‘America, | States. : 
Indies. | America. 
Cwt. — qrs, lbs. £. ss. £. Es x; a 
Molasses. . . . 17,0385 0 0} 6,814 
9am et) see soOR! Ole O i Be 9,987 
s ae en ee 4,568 0 0 “a ae oe 1,830 
Total . . 46,172 0 0 ee ee ee ee oe 18,631 
Cwt. —qrs, lbs. 
Sugar, Unrefined . 964 1 2) 1,053 
me TEP BPR 8, 8,606 
Total: .- 8,442 0 10 aie ae ee we a 9,659 
Tuns. Galls. 
WANE: cen wnten Palen as 7 5381 481 
i. eh re. |} i eee 457 
oe vce e ke gssus ceo Tee ae Aes 1, 406 
is oo a me ewan) Stee BO ae A oe 415 
Or) ae ee, Pe ite 0 27 és 8 
Totals ass! 6 COON LET oe An ee ee oe 2,767 
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NEWFOUND. Sr hoa 
pete Srctrion 2.— Fisheries. 


cn The total estimated value of the exports of our fisheries in the year 1850 
amounted to 928,427/,, and exhibits an increase of 75,4231. when compared with 
the amount exported in 1849, 853,004/. The increase, as I have before observed, 
was occasioned by the results of the seal fishery in the spring; the cod fishery 
haying fallen off when compared with that of 1849 to the extent of 55,759/. 
This decrease may be ascribed both to the very low price of fish in the foreign 
markets in the early part of the year, and to the catch not being so large as in 
the year 1849, which year happened to be very productive, the estimated value 
being nearly an increase of 100,000/. over the previous year 1848. 

The following tables will exhibit the result of both fisheries in the past year;— 


O1ts ExportepD. 
er ————————— 
Estimated Value in Pounds Sterling. 


Description and Quantity. British Colonies. United 


To Great States of | Foreign Total. 
Britain. West North | jsewhere.| America. States. 
Indies. | America. ‘ 
Tuns. Galls. £. ws = ie £. x, Ss 
Seal: ‘.-«. . 6,122: 70 |189;'791 
eer 4 188 ae 147 
as 104 166 es ae 3,244 
oe 3 107 nee ie 107 
Total. 6,235 19 es ee a ae avs aw 193,289 
\ Tuns. Galls, 
Blubber, Pitch- 
ings & Dregs} 701 122 5,611 
ar 10 30 he Ze 81 
Air 18 219 ee ar ae 145 
Total . 730 115 rae oe oe pe es ee 5,837 
Tons. Galls. 
Cod, Unrefined 2,541 41 | 76,235 
an 6 91 els 191 
an 82 125 =. ok 2,475 : 
<3 62 23 7 ee 1,863 
Ay 29 5 af as as an 871 
me 386 222 ae ate oe aie “a 11,606 
Total. 3,107 251 oe e's me <e ae 5c 93,241 
Tuns. Galls. 
Cod, Refined 170 163 | 13,105 
a 1 2 a 84 
a 20 134 os ale 1,576 
ie 36 59 ae Se =. 2,783 
ve 0 44 oe 13 
Total. 228 169 és oi és ar 4 “2 17,561 
Seal Skins . No. 440,828 | 66,124 
3 es 1,273 a om 191 
. 286 ae Se we 43 
Total . 442,392 ue a ae ee oy ae 66 ,359 


The total value of our export trade in oils and skins amounted in 1850 to 
376,2871., an increase of 128,765/. when compared with the export of these 
articles estimated in the year preceding at 247,522/. 
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Estimated Value in Pounds Sterling. 


Description and Quantity. 


Dry Cod 35,541 2 0 
= 137,713 0 0 
fe 80,623 2 0 
7 28,884 0 0. 
“ 14,119 0 0 
“ 792,351 0 0 
Total 1,089,182 0 0 

Caplin . . Boxes 417 
<a AGS ahete B 
A ne A 53 
rege ROB a eb LG 
ve < Mivsate ergs LO 
J, lly 5-29 

Total 529. 

Herrings. Barrels 128 
a Perenene: pe: 
pie ar’ te 13,915 
3 moar) 200 
aR eae AB 
OE Ep 244 

Total . 19,556 
Tierces. Barrels. 

Salmon. . 178 196 
ee Tea tee 
9 . 260 376 
feu FO 0 69 
3 . 1,028 363 
- . 876 594 
Total . 1,933 1,700 

Sounds . . Kegs 178 
git Se, uetsae ene 
oe yer eee 
COR ert t) 
ae Comment hate 28 

Total . 


240 


To Great 


Britain, 


926 
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British Colonies, 


United ; 
West North States of se Total. 
0 4 3 
Indies. | America, | =1sewhere. America, 
=, Fee £. £. £. ‘a 
61,970 
on 36,281 
ro oo 14,417 
sis os 6,354 
i .. (896,176 
e ° ° oe % 582, 969 
2 
. 13 
: 1 
4 5 
dy ‘ 
: - 132 
iyiet 
a 6,958 
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From the above returns the value of the fish exported in the past year amounted 
to 552,140/., and when compared with the export of the preceding year 605,482I. 
the decrease on the year may be estimated at 53,3427. Deducting, however, the 
decrease on this branch from the increase in the exportation of oils and skins, 
128,765/., the actual increase may be taken as before mentioned at 75,423i. 


Section 3.—Shipping. 


The following return shows the amount of tonnage employed in the import 
and export trade of the island. 
The number of ships that entered inwards in the past year, was :— 


seamen. 


From Great Britain 


British Colonies . 


United States 


Foreign States. 
making in all 1,220 ships, containing 138,628 tons, and navigated by 8,279 


. . 


Ships, 
196 
551 
130 
343 


Tonnage. 
28,846 
50,558 
15,622 
43,602 
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silo Sia The number that cleared outwards, was :— 
“Saeey Ships. Tonnage. 
To Grest, Britain... 6 eS TA 15,597 
British Colonies . . . . 621 66,380 
Witited. States: aaa” “Teresa = 40 3,770 
Foreign States . . - . . 327 44,085 


making in all 1,102 ships, containing 129,832 tons, and navigated by 7,964 
seamen, and in both branches there is an increase on the trade of the preceding 
year. 


Section 4.—Agriculture. 


In taking a review of the progress made throughout the colony in the past 
year in agricultural pursuits, I think, we may fairly congratulate ourselves on 
the advancement that has been made in this branch of industry during that 
period ; and I am glad to find that the conviction is now becoming stronger and 
more general on the minds of the greater part of our population, that the hap- 
piness and prosperity of the country is intimately connected with agricultural 
improvement, experience having fully proved to them, that the cultivation of the 
soil is inno Way incompatible with the successful prosecution of the fisheries. 

The potato disease, I regret to say, unhappily displayed itself with virulence 
during the past summer, and not only in this colony, but in the neighbouring 
provinces, that valuable esculent has suffered seriously. The continued ravages 
of this inscrutable disease plainly indicate the necessity of paying increased at- 
tention to the cultivation of cereal crops, and of such vegetables as may serve, 
however imperfectly, as a substitute for the potato. The last wheat, barley, and 
oat crops have returned about an average produce for the quantity sowed 
throughout the colony. 

The annual show of cattle in the spring, and of grain, vegetables, butter, &c., 
in the autumn have been productive of much good. The number of stall-fed 
oxen, fat sheep and hogs, all in fine condition, excited the admiration and sur- 
prise of the numerous persons who had assembled to witness the exhibition in 
March 1850; and the same may also be said of the specimens of grain, vegetables, 
butter, &c., exhibited at the meeting in November ; and I trust that the comple- 
tion of the more important main lines of road will shortly enable the farmers in 
the outports to contribute their quota, and compete for the prizes given at the 
annual exhibitions. 

The Newfoundland Agricultural Society has at all times received the active 
and steady support of the Government, and no exertions have been spared on my 
part in assisting them to promote those measures that may be best calculated to 
develope, foster, and increase the agricultural resources of the colony. The local 
Legislature has also contributed its support to the society, and in the past year 
have increased the grant which it has been accustomed to make, and so have 
placed at the disposal of the society the means of extending its usefulness. A 
portion of this public grant the society have, at my recommendation, resolved to 
set apart for the encouragement as also the improvement of the breeding of 
horned cattle; and they intend each year allocating a certain sum for purchasing 
and importing cattle of superior quality and of the best breeds from England 
and Scotland. 

The manufacture of homespun cloth is also, I am glad to say, progressing in 
the colony. This branch of industry has received my particular care, and I have 
endeavoured to extend it very generally throughout the several out-settlements 
as a most important adjunct to the comfort of the poorer classes, and well de- 
serving every attention and support, both on account of the warmth and cheap- 
ness of the fabrics, and of the industrious habits which such domestic employment 
is calculated to foster amongst the labouring classes. 


Section 5.—Revenue and Expenditure. 


The amount of Customs’ duties raised in the year 1850 is 64,5241. 7s. showing 
an increase of 8,144. 18s. 10d., when compared with the duties raised in the 
preceding year; this increase has been occasioned by an alteration of the tariff, 
and by a reduction of the Customs’ establishment consequent upon the abolition 
of the imperial duties, as also by the general improvement of the import trade 
in the past year. 

The total revenue of the colony in the year 1850 amounted to 82,6521. 0s. 8d., 
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an increase of 13,246/. 15s. 7d. over that of the year preceding, the revenue 
in 1849 being 69,405/. 5s. 1d.; the expenditure in the year 1850 amounted to 
71,8077. 1s. 5d., showing an excess of revenue over expenditure amounting to 
10,8441. 19s. 3d. 

Deducting however the amount raised by loan in the past year 7,008/. and the 
Treasury notes 5,200/. issued under a Colonial Act, recently disallowed by an 
order of Her Majesty in Council (in all 12,208/.), the expenditure of the year ex- 
ceeds the income, though not by a large amount, the sum being 1,363/. Os. 9d. 

In 1850 the expenditure has exceeded the expenditure of 1849. by 
5,544/. 19s. 4d.; but in the past year loans have been paid off to the amount of 
11,4531, while in 1849 the amount paid off was only 4,350/., a difference in 
favour of the past year of 7,103. 


Under the head of “ Relief to the Poor,” your Lordship will perceive.a great: 


reduction, and it is very gratifying to me to be able to acquaint your Lordship 
that I have been enabled to keep this item of expenditure within the limits 
which I expressed to your Lordship in my Report that accompanied the Blue 
Book of the colony for 1849, the sum expended under this head in 1850 being 
4,981/. 15s., and showing a decrease of 7,571/. 1s. when compared with the 
amount of 12,552/. 16s. expended for this service in 1849. 
T have, &c., 
(Signed) J. GASPARD LE MARCHANT. 


The Right Hon. Earl Grey, 
&e. &e, &e. 


BERMUDA. 


No. 5. 


Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Exuiot to Earl Grey. 
Bermuda, June 4, 1851. 
(Received July 8, 1851.) 
My Lorp, 
I wAvE the honour to forward the Blue Book for 1850. 


Taxes and Duties. 


There has been no noticeable alteration in the taxes and duties during the 
past year. It may be remarked, however, that the ad valorem charge of 4 per 
cent. on unenumerated articles during 1850, produced somewhat less than it 
did in 1849, whilst it stood at 3 per cent. 


Iig tess eels eae, Menage 
1850°—. - i a * 3,297 
Less : ; £80 


This circumstance is to be attributed to diminished importation and con- 
sumption, arising chiefly from reductions in the public establishments during 
the past year. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


The revenue in 1849 was . : - £11,914 
a i ae rs 88, 
The Parliamentary grant of 4,049/. being left out in both years. 
The expenditure in 1849 was. . £17,426 
z i INSU ote > 6 097 


Military Expenditure. 
The military expenditure during the year 1850 has been diminished by the 
sum of 2,852/.— 
The charge for 1849 being . ; - £73,012 
“f for 1850 being . ; : 70,160 
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The charge for maintenance of convicts during the same period has also 
somewhat diminished, although *there has been an increase of the fresh beef 
ration since the Ist October 1850, at the rate of 14 1b. per week to each 


prisoner. 
The charge for 1,624 prisoners during 1849 was. . £37,000 
The charge for 1,566 prisoners during 1850 was. . 34,595 


Public Works. 


There are no public works, except those of a military nature, and the prison 
buildings at Boaz Island, in progress in this colony, but your Lordship is aware 
that the Legislature has made provision of 2,500/. for the construction of a 
causeway between Walsingham and Long Bird Island, to be executed by 
convict labour. It is intended, as I have in other places reported, to postpone 
the commencement of the causeway until the Western Redoubt at St. George’s 
is nearly finished, (which, so far as I know, is the only remaining Ordnance 
work to be completed at that point), in order that the whole strength of 
prisoners for which we have accommodation at St. George’s may be employed 
on the causeway operations. 


Prison Buildings, Boaz Island. 


During the past year the new houses on Boaz Island for the Deputy Super- 
intendent and Chaplain of the convict department have been finished. One of 
the four prison buildings will be completed by the lst September next, and a 
second prison building will also be considerably advanced by the same date, 
unless detention should arise from the non-arrival of some of the internal 
fitments demanded from England. The recent instructions from England 
authorizing the commencement of the quarters for the third and fourth class 
officers will, I trust, enable us to have finished such an extent of accommoda- 
tion for officers as may put it in our power to land the prisoners from the 
“ Dromedary” and “ Coromandel” before the hot season of next year. Rather 
more than half the centre hill in the island, the removal of which was necessary 
for military objects, has now been levelled, and the stone quartied in it 
continues to turn out well for building purposes, which is a great convenience 
and economy. 


Population. 


I insert in this Report a statistical return for the nine parishes into which 
this colony is divided, taken on the lst January of the current year, and I 
have caused the returns taken in 1843 to be shown under the respective 
columns in order that the altered state of circumstrnces may be plainly seen. 

The total population of the islands, exclusive of troops, convicts, and others 
in the Queen’s service on the— 


1st January 1851 consisted of . : 11,092 
In October 1843 consisted of . 2 9,934 
Showing an increase of . ; 1,158 


or nearly one-eighth upon the whole population as it stood in October, 1843. 


The white population on the Ist January, 1851|1,965 males, 
consisted of ‘ ' ; i , 2,704 females. 


Total white . : , 4,669 


The coloured population on the Ist January, | 2,832 males, 
1851, consisted of . : ‘ , 3,591 females. 


Total coloured . : 6,423 


Excess of coloured over whites 1,754; 7. ¢. nearly one-sixth of the whole 
population. 

Increase of white population since 1843 has been at the rate of one-eighth 
per cent. per annum. Increase upon coloured during same interval at the rate 
of two-eighths per cent. per annum. The females on the whole population are 
between one-sixth and oie-seventh in excess of the males. 
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In the census of 1843 the births on the whole population were to the deaths 
in the ratio of 15 to 10. In the census of 1851, the births to the deaths were 
in the ratio of 23 to 10; whilst the marriages remained exactly the same. By 
the census of 1843, the white births to the deaths were in the ratio of 12 to 
10. By the census of 1851, the white births to the deaths were in the ratio 
of 22 to 10. In the census of 1843, the coloured births to the deaths were in 
the ratio of 18 to 10; whilst in the census of 1851, the coloured births to the 
deaths were in the ratio of 26 to 10. 

The increase in the proportion of white females to white males is attri- 
butable to the increasing emigration of young white men, but the increasing 
ratio of births to deaths in the coloured population must, I think, be ascribed 
altogether to their improved comfort, intelligence, and morality. It is quite 
obvious that in the lapse of a few years, they will vastly outnumber the white 
portion of the population. 


Education. 


I regret to have no satisfactory remarks to make upon this subject. The 
Act in aid of schools expired at the end of 1850, and though the Legislature 
may, perhaps, make some small provision in aid of the schools during the 
current year, I am reluctantly compelled to admit a state of too general and 
deplorable apathy on this important topic. The ministry, indeed, do all that 
they can, but their efforts without hearty legislative countenance and assistance 
from principles calculated to stimulate the earnestness of private individuals, 
are necessarily much less availing than they would otherwise be. 

In the Admiralty school at Ireland Island the white and coloured children 
are instructed together, but as yet in other parts of this colony, prejudice runs 
too high for such a combination, and the result is that the children of the 
poorer classes of the white inhabitants resort to small schools very languidly 
conducted, or do not go to school at all. It was objected against the late 
School Act that too many of these small schools were maintained, but that 
circumstance was entirely attributable to the prejudice just noticed. The 
Board of Education preferred to do what they could to keep alive some 
instruction for the children of the poor white inhabitants than to leave them 
altogether without it; and it were to be wished that a complaint against con- 
sequences induced by these prejudices, had been accompanied by some evidence 
of a disposition to correct them. 

The truth is, that the coloured people are not only more eager than the 
poor classes of the whites concerning the education of their children, but much 
better able to contribute towards such an object, and as the principles of the 
late Act (cases of destitution apart) was to help those most who most helped 
themselves, and there was no difficulty in the way of collecting coloured chil- 
dren in sufficient numbers to form good schools, they derived much more 
benefit from the legislative assistance, than the white, though it is equally 
true, owing to the necessity of maintaining a large number of small white 
schools, that the charge to the colony for aid in instructing a white child was 
much heavier than for a coloured child, whilst the instruction furnished was, 
generally speaking, very inferior. 

I believe that the coloured race in this colony, and, perhaps, in most others, 
though probably in none in so marked a manner, are increasing in numbers, 
substance, and political strength with no abatement of those feelings of caste 
distinction so much to be deprecated, and which might so easily be softened 
and gradually be broken up by a sound policy, timely adopted and steadily 
pursued. In the blindness of prejudice it has escaped attention that the effort 
to keep them back as a race, cannot but succeed in keeping them together as 
a race, and under such circumstances when political power has passed into 
their hands, which it is doing with rapidity, it is to be apprehended that they 
may be found acting together as a race, with no mean share of proficiency in 
mischievous party organization. 

In a service of nearly twenty years in these parts of the world, I have formed 
the opinion that the security of the colonies in which slavery has obtained, 
may be thought to depend, fundamentally, upon two circumstances, of them- 
selves of a nature to act and react upon each other. The first is, the systematic 
earnestness with which the improvement of the coloured race is pursued 
during the next few years; and the second, the abandonment of the attempt to 
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maintain the culture of the land in large estates, or at all events, the extensive 
modification of that mode of culture. 

If improvement in the training of the youth, born about the middle of the 
present century, should not be steadily progressive there seems reason to fear 
that the whole population will have relapsed to a semibarbarous condition 
before the end of it, and if a system of small holdings in full property, acquired 
by gradual payments in kind or in money, is not very generally encouraged in 
some reasonable space of time, I know not how it can be expected to arrest 
the continued deterioration in the value of property. Improvement of all 
kinds must, of course, depend upon the force of the motives which are the 
springs of industry and civilization, and in such a climate and soil as the West 
Indies, it is above all things necessary to attend to the culture and adequate 
stimulus of the industrial energies of the people. The state of the land will 
be the reflex of the state of the population. 

The governing bodies in these colonies, and the proprietary of large estates, 
stand, as it seems to me, critically situated between the progress of civilization 
and steady improvement on the one hand, or unhappily on the other, of the 
serious risk of increasing ignorance, idleness, and growing numerical strength, 
held together, not by their own schemes, and purposes, but by the necessary 
consequence of prejudice and failure of right policy in other quarters. 

Nothing is more remarkable than the striking contrast between the industry 
and the frugality of the coloured people when they labour for themselves, and 
are self-supported, and their wastefulness and devices to avoid exertion when 
they are at work upon wages, and supported by their employers. I see no 
reason to doubt that the prospect of possession of property in land, judiciously 
and fairly placed within their reach, would act as powerfully upon them as it 
has ever done upon other people ; and I am convinced that there is no other 
way whatever of restoring the West Indian colonies to far more healthy and 
durable prosperity than they have ever yet enjoyed. The energy that is in the 
system of slavery, however vigorously exercised, must always be less potent 
than the energy of self-interest in a free and intelligent population ; but this 
last can never be brought {into full play, in the altered situation of these 
colonies, till the land has been broken up into small holdings, upon principles 
judiciously adapted to the varying circumstances of the different colonies. 


Exports and Imports. 


The value of the imports during 1849 amounted to £132,733 
In 1850 r : : : . 130,501 


‘The imports from the United Kingdom being about 10,000/. less than from 
the United States. 

The exports during 1849 amounted to . £15,315 

In 1850 ; ‘ ; ‘ . 19,960 


‘This excess is to be ascribed to the increasing amount of horticultural produce 
exported from the colony, and to better returns from the arrow-root crop 
during the year 1850 than in the previous year. 

I annex to this Report a comparative account of the quantity of liquors, and 
value of food and raiment imported into the colony in the years 1833, 1834, 
and 1835, about the period of the emancipation, and during the last three 
years, viz., 1848, 1849, and 1850. 

It is gratifying to remark that, whilst there has been a large increase, since 
the abolition of slavery, in the consumption of articles of food and raiment, 
there has been an extensive diminution in the importation of rum. I believe 
that this disproportion between these sources of expenditure will be still more 
marked in the course of the next few years; for, as I have elsewhere 
observed, the coloured people in Bermuda are advancing in intelligence and 
steadiness of conduct. 


Agriculture. 


It will be seen by the statistical Returns that the produce from the land has 
generally increased largely since the year 1843. The arrow-root crop in 1850 
was somewhat less; but that was owing to accidental circumstances, and I 
have no doubt that the difference will be redressed during the present year. 
General attention is awakened to the importance of improved horticulture, and 
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I hope that the increased facilities of communication with the markets of the 
United States will continue to stimulate these dispositions. 


Immagration. 


There has been a small immigration of Portuguese from Madeira in the last 
two years, and I have not heard any complaints against them. ‘The climate of 
the colony is like that of their own country, and, with suitable encouragement, 
I incline to think that they would be useful settlers in Bermuda, as, also, 
would be some of the coloured refugees into Canada from the United States. 
I entertain no doubt that, if Her Majesty’s Government should see fit to make 
an advance of 2,000/. or 3,000/. to the Government of this colony for the 
purchase of lands in eligible situations, and the erection of cottages and suitable 
outbuildings upon them, that a valuable addition might be made to the 
labouring population of Bermuda from the coloured people who have lately 
passed into the Canadian provinces. The mode by which I should propose to 
recover the outlay would be, to withhold the title-deeds till the whole was 
refunded, together with the cost of removal from the place of embarkation. 
With the purpose to stimulate prompt settlement, I would begin with a rent- 
charge of two per cent. per annum on the whole advance, increasing it on 
outstanding balances after two years’ occupation of the properties, at the rate of 
two per cent. per annum, till it reached such a maximum point as the occupant 
should be judged fairly capable of paying; three per cent. to be charged as 
interest, and the remainder to be credited in liquidation of his debt. I would 
also reserve the right to eject occupants at any moment before the titles were 
perfected, with forfeiture of all payments effected, and without allowance for 
improvements, on satisfactory proof of confirmed disorderly conduct or 
incurable idleness. 

In view of the climate, and other disturbing influences, I cannot think that 
these people, speaking generally, will do well in Canada; but I am persuaded 
that they may be gradually located in other parts of Her Majesty’s dominions 
with much benefit to the countries and to themselves, and without sacrifice to 
the parties by whom the expense is to be incurred, or indeed by the publie, if 
it were thought right to make the advance from that source. 

The slaves in the United States are more advanced in intelligence and skill 
as agricultural labourers than our own coloured population in the West Indies. 
Not a few of them are perfectly competent to manage the cultivation both of 
cotton and sugar estates. When I was in Mississippi, six or seven years since, I 
heard of a cotton estate of some extent entirely in the hands of a slave manager, 
without one white person on the property. He superintended the whole 
process, from the planting of the cotton to the despatch of the produce. 

Excellent cleared land, in large blocks, and buildings in a high state of 
order, are so cheap at this moment in Jamaica, Guiana, and Trinidad, that I 
think there can hardly be any doubt of success in projects of this description, 
judiciously and liberally based, if the settlers are well selected and located, and 
the plans generally confided to the management of prudent and experienced 
persons. Judging from what I have seen done elsewhere by parties skilled in 
the rapid and profitable settlement of new countries, I should consider that it 
would be a good detail arrangement to retain alternate blocks of the estates to 
be broken up into small holdings in the possession of the capitalists or 
companies who may purchase them. These retained blocks would, I believe, 
be cultivated on favourable terms whilst they were held, and disposed of 
remuneratingly, as the neighbouring small proprietors could extend. their 
possessions. It might also require consideration, whether the conveyances to 
the small proprietors should not contain conditions preventive of the continued 
subdivision of the land beyond certain defined minima, varying in different 
localities, according to modifying circumstances. The Government of the 
colony would, perhaps, be the proper authority for fixing this minimum, 
declaring it from time to time, as circumstances might call for alteration. 

I have submitted these impressions in more detail than I should otherwise 
have done, because a remark, which your Lordship did me the honour to 
make, in a Despatch of last year, led me to think that the ideas which I enter- 
tained on such topics did not seem to your Lordship to be undeserving of notice. 
So far as I have been able to form an opinion, the same principles are generally 
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applicable to colonies (chiefly in the occupation of coloured races) which have 
large space for additional population, and the produce of which has extensively 
declined since the abolition of slavery. There is little or no capital in those 
colonies, invested in manufactures or in commerce, in which the coloured 
people have much of direct concern, and therefore it appears to me to be an 
object of the highest importance for the improvement, if not for the security 
of property, that the strength of persons directly interested in the advanced 
value of real estate should be systematically and largely increased. 

Recurring to the diminution of the white population in Bermuda, and to the 
peculiarly-depressed condition of the poorer classes of that portion of it 
attributable to the causes which I have in other places drawn under your 
Lordship’s notice, I remain of the opinion that this Legislature would pursue 
a sound policy in introducing a few well-selected families from England every 
year, for the next 20 or 30 years, versed in useful arts, suited to the climate 
and situation of the colony, and planting them throughout the respective 
parishes upon principles calculated to attach them to the soil, such as I have 
submitted above. There need, I think, be no apprehension, if the scheme 
were liberally based and well conducted, that they would generally prosper in 
the colony, and attach themselves to it by intermarriage and ties of property ; 
but, failing reasonable inducement to remain in the islands, they would, of 
course, remove to the neighbouring countries. 

I have, &c., 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 
&e. &e. &e. 


Enclosure in No. 5. 


A Comparative Account of the Quantity of Liquors, and Value of Articles of Food and 
Raiment, Imported into: Bermuda in the Years 1833, 1834, 1835, about the period of 
Emancipation of the Slaves, and the last three years, viz., 1848, 1849, 1850. : 


Value 
Rum. Brandy, &c. Ligaen 
Raiment. 
Gaon Gallons, £ 

Imported in 1833, the year before emancipation. 41,939 15,061 48,741 
a 1834, the year of emancipation. 59,737 11,724 65,600 

oy 1835, the year after emancipation . 77,154 14,028 73,937 
Imported in 1849* 24,854 7,063 101,749 
i 49 ae teh ; ee eed 10,989 85,798 

% 1850 : . 5 . | 43,207 15,941 94,540 


was occasioned by large importations from England just at the 


* The great difference between this year and the next 
close of 1848, It would be fair to take the average of these two years for the value of the imports of food and 


raiment, 
Nors.—It would be difficult to ascertain the difference in the consumption of liquors between the present time and the 


period of slavery by any comparative number of years; as the liquor duties have been always fluctuating, and the 
quantities thrown into the market always depended very much upon the increase or diminution of duty. 


W. B. Sirs. 


(No. 51.) No. 6. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor ELLioT to Earl Grey. 


Bermuda, June 26, 1851. 
(Received July 21, 1851. 
My Lorp, 

BraainG leave to refer your Lordship to the Report which accompanied 
the Blue Book for 1850, dated on the 4th instant, I have now the honour to 
transmit a memorandum by the Deputy Commissary-General in charge drawn 
up at my request, exhibiting the expenditure incurred by Great Britain for 
naval and military protection, and in aid of the convict establishment at Ber- 
muda between the Ist April 1848 and the 3lst March 1851. 

I transmitted a similar memorandum in my Report which accompanied the 
Blue Book for 1847, and I have thought that it would be convenient to for- 
ward another, showing the charge since that date. The memorandum was not 
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ready, owing to pressure of business in the Commissariat Department when my 
Report for 1850 was forwarded, but I will now request your Lordship that it 
may be annexed to it. 
I have, &c., 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 
&c. &e. &c 


Enclosure in No. 6. 


Account: of the Expenpiture incurred by Great Britain for the Naval and Military 
Protection of the Bermudas, and in aid of the Civil Establishment from the 1st of April 
1848 to 3lst March 1851. 


Paid on the Spot| Military Officers 


Year, from the Paid in England| Total each 
Commissariat | and Provisions Year, 
Chest. for Troops. 
£. cs Se 
1848-49 . 66 ,826 14,459 81,285 
1849-50 . 67,590 11,984 719,574 
1850-51 . 64,290 10,688 74,978 


—————— 
Nore.—Payments have been made from the Commissariat Chest on account of the Convict Establishment (exclusive of 
Works at Boaz Island during the period, amounting to 76,8601., not included in the above. 


Account of Bunion imported from England and other parts of Her Majesty’s Dominions, 
or received from other Sources during that Period. 


Royal Mail 
From England. Halifax. Steam Packet Total. 
Company. 


£ £ 


15,000 *16, 315 


* Earnings of their Ships touching at Bermuda, and taken in exchange for Treasury Bills, being of material assistance 
to the Commissariat Chest occasionally, and which has now ceased, these Packets no longer coming to Bermuda, 


StaTEMENT of the Corns received into the Commissariat Chest during the Period, in exchange 
for Bills drawn upon the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 


Years, British Coins. Dollars, Total each Year. 
1848-49 . 33,368 9,605 42,973 
1849-50 . 40,485 7,169 47,654 
1850-51 . 34,860 8,290 43,150 

Total . 108,713 25 ,064 133,777 


Compared with the amounts obtained by exchange during the two preceding years, that. is’ 


to 31st March 1847 and 1848, the above shows a large increase; those years respectively 
being 32,6037. and 30,162/., but at those periods it is believed that bills of the West India 
banks were negociated to a considerable extent in Bermuda, being obtainable at a discount, 
arising from the difficulties of the banks. 

During the whole of the last three years, with a little intermission, a premium of half per 
cent. has been obtained on the Commissariat bills, and the result is satisfactory as showing a 
healthy state of Commissariat transactions, the bills being chiefly required to remit in payment 
for articles consumed in the colony. 

The coins imported from England and Halifax are British silver, which cannot be readily 
exported to advantage, and consequently remain ag the circulating medium, which at present is 
very ample. About one-fifth of the amount received into the chest during the last three years, 
it will be observed, was in dollars, and recently United States gold coins of 20, 10, and 5. 
dollars each, have been brought into circulation, but such coins not being legally current by 
the Provincial Act of June 1841, some objection exists to receive them into the commissariat 
chest, and should they greatly increase it might become requisite to take some steps in regard 
thereto. 

Submitted for the information of his Excellency Governor Elliot. 

(Signed) Tuos. Rayner, D, C. G. 
Commissariat, Bermuda, Hamilton, 


25th June 1851. 
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BAHAMAS. 


(No. 30.) No. 7. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor GreGory to Earl Grey. 


Bahamas, Government House, Nassau, 
May 5, 1851. 
(Received June 2], 1851.) 
My Lorp, 
I wAvE the honour to transmit herewith my Report upon the Bahamas, 
together with the Blue Book for 1850. 

It may be right for me to explain that I have been endeavouring to send 
home the Blue Book at an earlier period of the year than May, but find it 
impracticable to effect my object in consequence of the difficulty which exists 
in obtaining information and returns from the vast number of widely-scattered 
islands composing the government of the Bahamas. 

I have, &c., 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) JOHN GREGORY. 
Se. &. &e. 


INDEX TO GOVERNOR GREGORY’S REPORT UPON THE BAHAMAS. 
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Governor Grecory’s REPORT, intended to accompany the Bue Book of 
the Banama Istanps for 1850. 


Bahamas, Government House, Nassau, 
May 5, 1851. 


1. My Report of the 15th May, 1850, accompanying the Blue Book of 
1849, entered at such great length upon every topic whatever in any degree 
bearing upon the past and present condition of the colony in its commercial, 
agricultural, and social relations, that I need not here travel over the same 
ground again. 
2. It will, I apprehend, be quite sufficient for me to bring under review any 
changes that have taken place, and to exhibit a comparative statement of the 
trade and revenue of the colony for the two years 1849 and 1850. 


Taxes and Duties. 


3. I have already stated, in my former Report, that the Legislature of the 
Bahamas passed an Act in their session of 1850, under which fruit may be now 
exported free of duty, and ships carrying away full or half cargoes of salt are 
exempted from tonnage duty. 

4. That Act was avowedly experimental, but I am happy to add that in the 
session of 1851, just terminated, the Legislature has renewed it for a term of 
three years. 

5. Very soon after I had assumed the administration of this Government, I 
received from many agriculturists in the out-islands the strongest remonstrances 
against the export duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem upon fruit, and I urged upon 
the Legislature the policy of repealing it. 

6. There has not been time as yet adequately to test the efficacy of the new 
policy pursued, but I entertain a confident expectation that an export duty on 
fruit will never be reimposed. 

7. I sincerely wish that the state of the colonial finances would admit of the 
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repeal, in like manner, of the export duty on salt, for I am conscious that such 
an impost upon the most important staple production of the colony is in oppo- 
sition to every well-understood principle of political economy. At the same 
time, it must not be forgotten that, with so small a revenue as the Bahamas 
have at their disposal, and even that small revenue still more diminished 
within the last two years by the separation of Turks’ Islands from this Govern- 
ment, the Legislature might reasonably pause before they abandoned a revenue 
of 800/. a-year, in addition to that of 400/. 

8. The tonnage duty of 1s. per ton was taken off from ships that carry away 
full or half cargoes of salt on the lst May 1850, and the loss sustained by the 
revenue may be stated at 837/. per annum. The object was to remove that 
which was believed to be a serious discouragement from American merchant 
ships, but it will require three or four years to test the efficacy of this measure. 

9. A new duty has been imposed by the Legislature of the Bahamas, at its 
session of 1851, for the sole and express purpose of affording to the Executive 
Government the means of offering a premium of 1,000/. per annum for the 
next five years to any party who may be willing to establish a steamer of about 
500 or 600 tons burthen to run between Nassau and one or more of the ports 
of America, contemplating either New York, Philadelphia, or Baltimore. 

10. The commercial and agricultural prospects of the colony, since the with- 
drawal of the royal mail steamers from Nassau in 1850, have been so gloomy, 
that the inhabitants of all classes have come forward in public meetings to urge 
the necessity of connecting the Bahamas with the rest of the world, and more 
especially with the adjacent continent of North America, by means of steam 
communication. It is well known that many valetudinarians in the Canadas 
and in the United States of America would be glad to escape from the rigours 
of a northern winter, and to take up their residence in these islands during six 
months of the year, but that they are now deterred from coming by the want 
of comfortable accommodation in traversing the ocean. The hopes and 
expectations of this community are that the constant influx and reflux of 
passengers, the means of rapidly conveying to the large markets of New York 
and Baltimore the pine-apples, oranges, and other fruits of the Bahama Islands, 
would eventually lead to great improvement in the agricultural, commercial, 
and social interests of the colony. 

11. I believe it was in the earliest stages of the discussion contemplated to 
pay the proposed annual premium of 1,000/. out of the current revenue of the 
colony, but upon its being clearly demonstrated that in the present straitened 
condition of its finances the Colonial Treasury could not possibly bear such an 
additional burthen, the Legislature very wisely enacted that the “ Steam Com- 
munication Act” should carry with it a self-operating machinery. The Act, as 
it passed, contained a clause that from the day on which the Governor in 
Council may enter into any contract with a Steam Company, a duty of 5 per 
cent. additional upon the produce of the whole of the import duties shall com- 
mence to be levied, and so continue until the termination of any such contract. 

12. This new impost will produce at first about 800/. or 900/. a-year; but as 
there is every reasonable ground for anticipating a considerable improvement 
in the trade of the colony from the effects of steam communication, I see no 
reason to doubt that the tax in the second or third year would realize the full 
sum of 1,000/., which is the amount of the premium held out to any party who 
will undertake to establish a steamer. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


£. Bh 
2; The net revenue collected in 1849 was’. 25,057 2 3 
3 9 1850 —i,, « 22,000 11 I 


Showing a falling offin 1850 of . . £2,700 10 4 


This decrease of revenue has been owing to the following causes in the 
largest degree :— 
The import duties under the new tariff have £. s. d. 
not been so productive as the framers of it 
in 1848 appear to have anticipated. The 
decrease ‘of these duties, as compared with 
1849,is_ . 2 : P ‘ ‘ « “968 19.7 
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Export duty on— 
Salt £809 17 i0 
Fruit 404 11 10 
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DEEASERS- The repeal of the export duty on fruit has £. s. d. 
occasioned a loss in 1850, as compared with 
1849, of . : me EL 18. 7 


The exemption of ships which carry away 

cargoes or half-cargoes of salt from the pay- 

ment of tonnage duty, has occasioned alossof 558 8 6 
The number of wrecks in 1850 was much 

smaller than that of 1849; a smaller quan- 

tity of wrecked goods, therefore, came into 

Nassau, and the auction duty, consequently, 

was much less in one year than in the other; 

the actual decrease in the auction duty was 687 0 0 


The foregoing items of diminished revenue 
account for the largest portion of the defi- 
ciency of 1850, as they amount to £2,626 6 8 


14. The expenditure for the two years 1849 and 1850 was as follows:— 
ce A LS 


oh 8. et Soy a ee 
Civil Department of the Government .. . . «+ - .- 8,571 15 2 8,967 13 2 
Bicelesiasticalsa > “sce Pee ee ee 2 emo 3,888 0 10 2,954 18 5 
TiAl é. Vb Sele es te eer See 6,658 0 0 pelts 408 
PUGHEAVOFES | igo rete Pom eld OI, win Eotenor eee | 5,899 111 Slip 41°F 
Gnedtiori me. Ne GE eee engi ae ae Bley mie. mang 1,560 0 O 1,967 10 0 
Maintenance of the Poor . . +. © «© « «© « «@ 921 19 7 1,200 0 0 
PSHSIONE Be) teem op ae pe we ee el eae ene 584 4 0 607 11 3 
Interest on the Debt Ts, WHR ae hes 819 12 4 839 0 5 
Schooner for Interinsular Communication . . . . - 355, a 6 192 9 5 
Miscellanctiug: 0 = 40 as" cel sel ccc re Fee oierieee Va 565 8 11 232 13. 6 
For the Relief of the Sufferers by the Tornado. . «. . os 700 0 0 
Expense of Printing a consolidated Volume of the Laws sa 348 12 0 


the Colony 


25,457 17 0 


4,365 11 3 


£} 29,823 8 3 


Showing a Decrease in the Expenditure of the Colony of . 


15. It will, however, have been perceived by the foregoing details that, 
while the expendlture of 1850 was much below that of 1849, it still exceeded 


the revenue of the year— 
Sen 


For the total revenue of 1850 wasonly . . . . 22,356 11 11 
While the expenditure of 1850 amounted to . . 25,457 17 0 


Showing an excess of expenditure above revenue of. £3,101 5 1 


16. It would not, however, be a correct representation of the state of the 
colonial finances if it was to be stated that the colony is expending 3,000/. 
a-year beyond its revenue, for it must be borrie in mind that the liberal grants 
of 7001. for the sufferers by the Tornado, and of 348/. for printing a consolidated 
volume of laws, are of a very peculiar character, and not such as will occur 
« again. But I am afraid that there is too much reason for stating, that the 
Excess ofexper- . 9, colony at present is incurring an annual expenditure of 2,000/. a-year beyond 
Deduct— ‘its average revenue ; and, in closing the Legislative Session on the Ist May 1851, 
Tornado £%e{ 4048 I thought it right to warn the House of Assembly that I was afraid it would 
ae ee necessary to resort to a loan to meet the current expenditure of the 
= .COLODY. 
17. tt is, at the same time, right for me to observe that this excess of 
2,000/. a-year of expenditure above the revenue does not arise from any increase 
in the fixed or contingent expenditure of the colony—that remains nearly 
stationary ; but it arises from the diminution of revenue caused by the repeal 
of the export duty on fruit, the exemption of ships engaged in the salt-trade 
from the payment of tonnage duty, and the diminished productiveness of the 


new tariff. 
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£, s. a. BAHAMAS. 


— 


18. The loss by the repeal of the export duty on fruit, 
wood, honey, hides, &c., may be stated at. 434 0 0 

The loss by exemption of salt ships from ton- 

nage duty in eight months was 558/.; for a 
year it would be. . : ‘ . 837 0 0 

And I estimate the loss arising from the operation 

of the new tariff, as compared with the pro- 

ducts of the former imperial and colonial 
tariffs, at not less than. : ‘ : 700 0 0 


ee 


Thus exhibiting a total loss of . + -£1971- 0-0 


19. The following extract from my speech, on proroguing the Legislature 
on the Ist May 1851, will show that I had calculated upon their laying on 
(at least for a time) some additional impost to meet the deficiency I have just 
‘described :— 


“Mr. SPEAKER and GENTLEMEN OF THE House oF ASSEMBLY, 


“I thank you for the liberal supplies you have voted for the service of the 
*¢ vear. 

“ T concur most fully with your honourable House in the policy of extending 
“ for a further period the Act of last year under which fruit is now exported 
“ free of duty, and ships which carry away cargoes or half cargoes of salt are 
“exempted from the tonnage duty ; but I cannot withhold from your honourable 
“‘ House the expression of my fear that, without some other equivalent impost, 
“our revenue will not be found adequate to the discharge of the claims which 
“will come upon the treasury during the year, either under the Civil List or 
“ under the present Appropriation Act. You may be assured, however, that 
“T shall not resort to a loan unless it should become absolutely necessary for 
“the public service, and that, as far as in me lies, every opportunity shall be 
“ taken to economize our pecuniary resources; for, while carefully adhering to 
“the principle of not interfering with existing interests, I am anxious to see 
“the public expenditure brought within the limits of our average annual 
“ revenue, curtailed as the latter has been by the separation of Turk’s Islands 
“ from this Government.” 


Crown Funds. 


20. I have already stated in my former Report that the Crown Funds in the 
Bahama Islands are derived from the produce of the sale of waste lands, from 
a small duty upon the cutting of timber from the Crown forests, from the rent 
of two ponds adapted to the preservation of turtle, and from an annual sum 
secured to the Crown for 10 years from 1847 by the local Legislature out of 
the ordinary revenue of the colony, in exchange for quit-rents paid into the 
treasury at the period of their redemption by the respective landholders. 


| 1849 1850 
Si. Pst “ds oes Peed. 
The Sale of Crown Lands produced . .| 20818 6] 456 3 3 
The two Turtle-ponds are Leased at... 25 7 66 25° 7.16 
The Duty on Timber Cut produced . . &, 9.3 23 14 1 
The Quit-rent Commutation is fixed at . | 300 0 0] 300 0 0 
Total Crown Funds . £| 54215 3] 805 4 10 


21. It will be here seen, that the increase of the Crown’s revenue in 1850, 
as compared with 1849, was, owing almost exclusively to the larger extent of 
Crown lands, put up for sale. This increase arose principally from the lands 
sold at the new settlements of Inagua and the Bimini Islands. 

22. In my Report which accompanied the Blue Book of 1849, I gave the 
particulars of the expenditure of the Crown Funds in that year. I now proceed 
to detail the expenditure in 1850 :— 
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py ar 
Attorney-General’s annual allowance in lieu of fees 
on grants of land ; : : : 16 13 0 
Buoys laid down at Cochrane’s anchorage : : 105 13 6 
Travelling expenses of the Governor on his inter- 
insular tour (1849) . ‘ ¥ j : : 83 6 8 
Enlargement and alterations of St. Mary’s church, 
Nassau . ; : “ i ; . F 73 18 8 
Improving the swampy grounds to the eastward of 
Nassau . . ; . ; ‘ : ; 516 2 
Travelling expenses of a Commissioner sent to Abaco 
by the Governor-in-Council on a special investi- 
gation . : 4 P . ; : : 23 10 10 
Fire-buckets for public use at Nassau_. : ‘ 1412 1 
For the relief of the sufferers by the Tornado . : : 50: +0: 0 
Erecting a new flag-staff in front of the public build- 
ings : : ‘ ‘ : : . 16 13 4 
Erecting a pound for cattle at St. Salvador. : 815 0 
Curbing in and covering over a public well at Alber 
Town . ; ‘ : . < ' . 13 10 10 
Salary of the Receiver of Crown Funds for the 
year 1850 " . . : . , ‘ 30 0 0 
Translating Spanish documents received from the 
Governor of Cuba . : : ‘ . 5 5 0 
Newspapers sent to the Secretary of State 
1849 and 1850 ee ers, us ee eS 
Ditto for record at Government House, 
Nassau. : ; ‘ , i Lig.4 
Almanacks for the use of the public offices 5 4 0 
Repairing flags in use at Government House 2 13 0 
Extra copies of Governor's financial and 
other papers’. ; : ‘ a BaF 
oe 24 5 1 
Hire of boat to convey public Despatches to Harbour 
Island . “ ‘ ; 2 ; : , 2 0 0 
Printing various public documents in 1850. ‘ 617 6 


Total paid out of Crown funds in 1850. £480 17 8 


Salt Pond Revenue. 


923. There is another branch of revenue under the sole control of the Crown, 
which is derived from leasing out allotments of the several salt ponds for 
21 years; but many reasons combine to render it desirable that the rents of 
salt ponds should be kept entirely distinct from the “ Crown Funds,” properly 
so called. 

24. The salt ponds at Turk’s Islands produced, comparatively speaking, a 
large revenue to the Bahama Government before the separation in December 
1848. 

25. The salt ponds now remaining at the disposal of the Bahama Govern- 
ment are those of Rum Cay, Long Cay or Fortune Island, Long Island, 
Ragged Island, Exuma, and Inagua, 

26. The total amount of rents which have been collected fo oe 
from these ponds during the years 1848, 1849, 
and 1850, is : . , i : é ‘ 

The total amount of expenditure defrayed out of 
these rents has been . P : ; : 


2,183 18 1% 


1,707 4 44 


et 


Leaving a balance of A ~ £476 13 Os 
poses See eS at 
27. I am, however, undertaking various works for the preservation and 
improvement of the ponds at Inagua, Rum Cay, and Long Island, which will 
very shortly exhaust this balance, and compel me to anticipate by a loan the 
rents which will be coming in after the Ist August next. 
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28. My desire is to afford to the whole of the lessees of these salt ponds the © 


most ample information touching the mode in which the produce of their rents 
has been disbursed by the Executive Government; and before this Report can 
reach England the newspapers of the colony will be enabled to give their 
readers the most minute details of the whole of the expenditure, amounting to 
1,7072. 4s. 4d.; and the result will be to show that, with two exceptions, the 
whole of the money has been spent in works connected with the salt ponds 
respectively, in the actual erection of flood-gates and retaining walls, or in the 
construction and deepening of the canals leading from the reservoirs to the 
ocean. 

29. The two exceptions I allude to are, those of an annual contribution of 
15/. to the public library at Inagua, and of 20/. a-year in aid of the expense of 
maintaining a public school at the same place under the Board of Education. 
I had no hesitation in imposing these very moderate annual charges of 15/. and 
20/. upon the salt-pond revenue; because, although it is very true that they 
have no immediate connexion with the salt pond of Inagua, the whole of 
the inhabitants of that island are deeply interested in the prosperity of the salt 
trade, and conveyed to me personally in November 1849, while I was on the 
spot, an earnest wish to see a public library and a public school established at 
Matthew Town as soon as possible. 

30. The following statement will show what proportion of the existing 
balance of rents is applicable to each island :— 


; LAO kT 
Surplus of rents of 3 years at Rum Cay ; ‘ 593 0 4} 
ih . Long Island : : 384 2 Qf 
mu 4 Fortune Island . 68 5 13 
y % Ragged Island . : 75 14 O}% 
a 4 ‘-Exuma . ; . 156 °4 4% 
Total surplus ee 927 6 8} 

Surplus of expenditure at Inagua above its rents, 
defrayed out of the surplus of the other islands . 450 12 103 
Balance in the bank Ist May 1851 . £476 13. 94 


Imports and Exports. 


31. The total value of goods imported 

in the year 1848 was £115,503 
in 1849 was 117,697 
and in 1850 was 92,756 

32. The total value of Bahamian produce exported 
in 1848 was £15,087 
in 1849 was 30,776 
and in 1850 was 37,921 


33. The total value of goods either wrecked or otherwise imported, and sub- 


sequently re-exported, was in 1848 . . . £31,934 
Mm 1899) goa 4 88,508 
andin 1850 . . . 16,318 


34. It will be perceived by the foregoing summary that while the imports 
have very largely diminished in 1850 as compared with the two antecedent 
years, the value of colonial produce exported has considerably increased. 

35. The value of salt exported in 1849 was £16,186 

and in 1850 was_ 18,100 


36. The value of pine apples exported in 1849 was £10,107 
and in 1850 was_ 12,024 


37. The value of oranges, shaddocks, grape fruit, and other small fruits ex- 
ported in 1849 was £425 
and in 1850 was 1,102 


38. These details are satisfactory as they show conclusively that in the two 
principal staple products of the Bahama Islands, namely, salt and fruit, the 
colony is making considerable progress. I have every reason to hope and 
believe that the export of salt will very soon be largely increased through the 
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beneficial instrumentality of the “Inagua Salt Pond Company.” The following 
extract from my speech on closing the Legislature on the Ist of May 1851, 
will shew what efforts they are making to develope the resources of the 
capacious salt pond near Matthew Town in the Island of Inagua. 


«“ Mr. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
«Mr. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE House oF ASSEMBLY, 


39. “ We have great reason to be thankful to the Supreme Being for many 
«“ blessings bestowed on these Islands, more especially for the inestimable 
«benefit of public health, and for the prospect of a fine and productive fruit 
“season. Pine-apples, the growth of this spring, are already on their way to 
“ England, nor are the propects of our salt-raking Islands generally less pro- 
“ mising. I rejoice in believing that Inagua will very soon be in a position to 
“ vealize the expectations which have been formed as to the capability of her 
“vast salt-pond. Some defects indeed have recently been discovered in it, but 
‘<T have no reason to believe that they are of a serious nature. Immediately 
“ after I was made aware of them, measures were taken to procure from 
“ America an adequate supply of materials wherewith to protect the reservoir 
«and the canal leading to the sea therefrom. In the meantime I have caused. 
“a survey to be made of the land required by the “ Inagua Salt Pond Com- 
“ pany” for the purposes of a tramway, which proves to be a mile'in length, 
« and before I again meet you, I trust that the ocean and the salt-pond will be 
“ connected by a railway, that the staple produce of the Island will not only be 
“ yaked in abundant quantities, but rapidly conveyed to the place of embarka- 
“tion, and that Matthew Town will thus be daily rising into wealth and 
“ prosperity. With the view of promoting that end, I have had surveys made 
« of half-acre allotments to form the suburban settlement of William’s Town. 
“Tam happy to add, that that they have already been eagerly purchased 
“ by the labouring population.” 


Shipping and. Trade. 


40. The total number of vessels that came out from British to Bahamian 


ports é 
In 1849 was 17 
and in 1850 was 16 
The total tonnage of such vessels in 1849 was 1896 
and in 1850 was 1691. 

41. I mentioned in my former report, how very limited the trade of these 
Islands is with the mother country, and how large a portion of all t heircom- 
mercial dealings is carried on with the United States of America. 

42. The total tonnage of ships entered inwards from all parts of world 

In 1849 was 33,381 tons 
and in 1850 was 31,117 tons. 


Of the above tonnage it appears that the United States of America furnished 
In T8409... oa UG, I86 
and im 1850. 4. . 47,069 


43. The following summary will show the relative importance of the import 
trade with the mother country, her colonies, and America. 


1848 1849 1850 

Value of Goods Imported into the Bahamas from no x. i. 
Great Britain 5 2 14 9s © oe «| 24,202 | 29,986 | 24,302 
Briteh Colonies . «0.06.2. «es 3,076 1,540 2,089 
United States . . . - « « © « | 46,909 | 37,767 | 44,846 


Foreign States «9. + » + «© + «| 8,979 |. 7,086 | 4,751 
Value of Wrecked Goods broughtin . . .~ | 32,327 | 41,318 16,768 


Total . . . « £/115,503 |117,697 | 92,756 


i 


Military Expenditure. 


44, The total cost of the military force maintained in the Bahama Islands, 
defrayed by Great Britain, was 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 39 
ae aes 
In 1849 . . . 14,928 7 10 
andin 1850 . . . 16406 18 6 


Showing an increase in 1850 of. 1,478 10 8 


45. The Bahama Islands are not called upon to defray any part of the 
military expenditure above specified, but they pay annually about 300/. a year 
for the expenses of the colonial militia. During the session just terminated, 
the Legislature has appropriated a sum of 431/. for the cost of new clothing 
for the non-commissioned officers and privates of militia, in addition to a sum 
of 60/. which was paid under the authority of the militia law for the clothing 
of the militia band: 


Legislation in 1850. 


46. During the session of 1850 the Colonial Legislature passed twenty-five 
Acts, of which thirteen, are not of sufficient importance to be noticed in this 
report. The remaining eight Acts I will now proceed to describe. 

47. The first both in order and in importance is an Act for securing to the 


ministers of religion of all denominations the right to the ceremonial use of 


three burial grounds at Nassau, which had hitherto been exclusively appropri- 
ated to the use of the clergy of the Church of England. I have already 
described in my former report in the Blue Book of 1849, the lamentable 
degree of sectarian animosity which had arisen in the community from this 
disputed right, and it now only remains for me to report, that after the 
experience of twelve months, the Act in question is found to work perfectly 
well, and that a far better state of social feeling is now perceptible. 

48. The next Act is one for the registration of births and deaths, and while 
it repeals the former Act which had been found to work very ill, has provided 
for an effective registration, by holding out pecuniary rewards to those who are 
engaged in the work. The registrars are now under this Act paid out of the 
Colonial Treasury the sum of ls. for every birth or death they register, and 
the whole system appears to be working extremely well. 

49. The next Act in rotation is one for the better regulation of Public 
Notaries. A higher grade of qualification is rendered indispensable for those 
who carry on the functions of a notary public at Nassau, and the Governor has 
no longer the power of revoking the commission of a notary public, except 
after the party has been duly tried and convicted by the Chief-Justice of some 
“crime, misdemeanour, gross misconduct, negligence, or unskilfulness” in the 
discharge of his functions. 

50. The next Act of importance is one that was quickly passed in April 1850, 
for granting compensation to the inhabitants of Nassau and its suburbs, who 
suffered losses by the tornado of the 30th of March 1850. 

51. This Act has answered to the fullest extent the expectations which were 
entertained of it. All parties, both givers and receivers, have been perfectly 
satisfied. The Legislature gave 700/., the British Government 700/., the in- 
habitants 3007, and other colonies also came forward in aid of the sufferers. 
These sums were distributed in such quarters only and in such proportions only 
as the “ Commissioners of Compensation” acting under this Act decided upon, 
after a full investigation of the claims by means of evidence on oath. 

52. I have already described the next Act, which repeals the export duty on 
fruit, woods, bark, hides, honey, and wax, and exempts from the payment of 
tonnage duty those ships which carry away full or half cargoes of salt. 

53. Another Act, which immediately follows, has been passed for the purpose, 
in some degree, of compensating the salt-producing islands for not giving them 
the exemption from export duty on their staple produce, which the preceding 
Act has granted to the fruit-growing islands. This Act exempts from the 
import duties formerly levied the following articles: waggons, carts, wheel- 
barrows, trucks, iron bars for tram or rail roads, mules, asses, and machinery, 
for any purpose in connexion with salt works. ‘This Act is to remain in force 
as long as the export duty continues to be levied on salt. 

54. The next Act provides for a better mode of remunerating the collector 
of revenue in the out islands. Formerly they received part of their remunera- 
tion in the shape of salary and partly in that of a commission of four per cent 
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upon the amount of their collections. Under this Act an end is put to the 
charge of per centage, and the salaries of all the nine collectors have been raised 
and fixed by the Act with reference to the comparative importance of their 
respective trusts. Three are fixed at 150/. a-year, two at 115/., and four at 75/. 
Small as these salaries may seem, the collectors are now far more contented, as 
they know what they may rely upon for the support of their families. 

55. The last Act of the Session which requires notice is that which looks to 
the public health, and provides for the appointment of a Board of Health. 

56. A Board of Health was constituted by me under the provisions of the 
Act, consisting of five gentlemen, two of whom were physicians, and the other 
three unprofessional members ; but while the Board has manifested the utmost 
zeal in carrying out the object of sanitary improvement, it has been found that 
their powers have been insufficient, and that the Act generally has not worked 
well. During the session of 1851, just concluded, a new Bill was brought in; 
but the two branches of legislature could not agree upon the various points 
involved in the discussion, and the result is, that the Act of 1850, with all its 
imperfections, must remain on the statute book till the session of 1852. 


Population. 


57. The last census was taken in 1845, but seems to have been imperfectly 
effected. he legislature of the Bahamas, however, has made provision for a 
more accurate census, which has accordingly been taken on the morning of 
Monday, the 31st of March, simultaneously with that of Great Britain. The 
returns from the out islands have not all come in yet; but enough has transpired 
to admit of a very fair approximate estimate of the result, which will exhibit a 
total of about 25,392 souls. The census of 1845 made it only 22,841. 


Education. 


58. My report of last year entered so largely into the details of the educa- 
tional system pursued in the Bahamas, under the control of the Governor and 
four members of the Executive Council, forming a Board of Education, that I 
need not here repeat those details. It will be sufficient for me to state that the 
Board had been making great efforts to spread the means of education more 
widely among the scattered population of the out islands, and had contracted 
engagements to an extent which exceeded the educational grant by 300/. a-year, 
when their proceedings were suddenly arrested by an unexpected refusal of the 
House of Assembly to increase the original grant of 1,150/., as fixed by the 
law of 1847. 

59. I should observe that the sum of 1,150/. as fixed by law in 1847, is 


so intended to cover the salaries of schoolmasters, &c., but that besides that sum 


the colony every year defrays other educational charges, which may be stated 


~o at 4101, thus exhibiting a total expenditure for public schools of 1,560/. 


60. The following extract from my speech, delivered on the lst May 1851, 
on the occasion of proroguing the session, will show on what grounds the Go- 
yernor and the Board of Education had assumed the responsibility of establishing 
additional schools and incurring other liabilities exceeding the limits of the 
original grant of 1847. 

61. “In opening the present session, I dwelt at unusual length upon the 
« necessity of enlarging the means at my disposal for the education of the people 
“ at large, and I regret to find that your honourable House has arrived at the 
conclusion that the original grant for that purpose is as large as, under existing 
«* circumstances, the colony can afford. 

« T acknowledge most cheerfully, that as the constitutional guardian of the 
« public purse, your honourable House is alone the judge upon a question of this 
“nature. While, therefore, I may be permitted to express my regret at the 
‘ final result of your deliberation on this matter, and my belief that you arrived 
“ at it with much reluctance, it is no less my desire than my duty to regard 
“ your decision with the utmost respect, and to refrain from again pressing the 
“ subject upon your attention. All that now remains for the Board of Eiduca- 
“ tion and myself to do, is to reduce the number of schools so as to bring down 
“ the expenditure within the limits assigned by the law of 1847; but while I 
“lament the necessity of closing the schools at Inagua, Gregory Town, the 
“ Current Settlement, Cherokee Sound, and Clarence Town, and of disappointing 
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“ the expectations of the inhabitants of Marsh Harbour and the Bimini Islands, 
“it is right for me on this occasion to state, that I should not have given my 
“ sanction to the establishment of additional schools and to the incurring of 
“ expenses beyond the limits of the original grant, if I had not been led to anti- 
“ cipate your willingness to make provision for them by the terms in which 
your honourable House was pleased, at the commencement of the last session, 
“to convey to me your ‘ full concurrence in my opinion that the demand for 
“education is the most sacred of any that can be made on the public purse, 
“ “and that any sacrifice should be made rather than that the laudable dispo- 
“ «sition of the rising generation for the acquirement of knowledge should be 
“« ¢ discouraged.” 

62. I shall transmit herewith the printed Report of the Board of Education 
for the year 1850, and to its pages I may refer for more ample details than I 
can conveniently embody in this report, both as to the number of schools and 
scholars, and as to the progress made by the pupils’ in the acquirement of 
knowledge. 

Government House, Nassau, JOHN GREGORY. 

Bahamas, 5th May 1851. 


Enclosure in No. 7. 


Report of the Boarp or Epucation of the BAHAMAS, appointed under the Act of Assembly, 
10th Vict.: ch. 1, intituled, An Act to Establish a System of Popular Education and 
Training” for the year 1850. 


IN presenting their annual report to the Bahama Legislature, the Board of Education 
beg to call their attention to the general state of the public schools under their jurisdiction, and 
the measures they have taken for their more efficient working and prosperity during the year 
1850 

Twenty-five public schools have been in operation, in which forty-one teachers were engaged 
at an expense of 1,168/. 6s. 6d. This amount was, however, increased by the arrival, in June, 
of Mr. Walton, whose services as a teacher for the pnblic school at Harbour Island, were en- 
gaged at 100/. per annum. The annual amount of salaries is now estimated at 1,2787. 6s. 6d. 
exclusive of allowances; a sum, therefore, exceeding the annual grant, 1,150J. 

Mr. Munro, who was in charge of the public school at Harbour Island was removed to 
Spanish Wells on the arrival of Mr. Walton ; and the Board, in consideration of the hardship 
entailed upon him by a transfer to a school where the teachers’ salaries were considerably less 
than at Harbour Island, granted him an annual personal allowance of 24J., in order that he 
might not be prejudiced in a pecuniary point of view by such removal. Mr. and Mrs. Wildgoos 
have also been placed in the same position on their removal from Green Turtle Cay, Abaco, to 
Long Cay, Crooked Island. 

Notwithstanding the seemingly large number of public schools, the Board is sensibly impressed 


with their inadequacy to the wants of the people, who, in localities where no public schools are: 


established, implore their aid ; and the Board is exceedingly gratified to state that they continue 
to receive from many of the out islands of the Colony, where there are public schools, the grateful 
acknowledgments of the inhabitants, for the advantages their children are permitted to enjoy in 
the advancement to knowledge. 

An application for the foundation of a public school has been received from Alice Town, at 
the Biminis, where 41 children are prepared to receive instruction, but are entirely destitute of 
it. Ina newly settled portion of the colony, where so large a part of the inhabitants is composed 
of children, education is deemed to be essentially necessary for the promotion of religion and 
morals, and to guard against any discreditable retrogression. From the inhabitants of Long 
Island an application has also been received for the establishment of a school at the north end 
of that island. At Acklin’s Island a school is also much required, as will be seen from the 
following extract from a Report made by Mr. Kortwright, acting stipendiary justice, to His 
Excellency the Governor, dated 28th J uly, 1850. 

“ The number of children and in the immediate neighbourhood who are old enough to receive 
education amounts to 30. The number in Snow Corner, and other settlements to about the same 
number, and 12 or more at Pleasant Bay, making a total of 72 children growing up totally 
ignorant and uneducated. Numbers of the parents from all the settlements prayed that I would 
represent to the Governor the state in which the children were. I pointed out to them that there: 
was a good school and schoolmaster at Long Cay, and that from the number of small settle- 
ments and the way in which the population was scattered at Acklins Island, I could not hold out 
any hopes to them of schools being established on the island, They said they were unable to settle 
at Long Cay, and that they were most naturally unwilling to trust their children to strangers. 
That few of them could afford to pay for a separate maintenance for the children, and many 
doubted whether persons could be found at Long Cay willing to take charge of them. 

“ They however promised that should the Governor grant them the boon of a school at Spring 
Point, which is the most central settlement, they would willingly send their children from all 
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parts at least four days in the week. I think if a school could be established at Spring Point, 
a person qualified to teach and willing to undertake the work might be found on the island. I 
could recommend, as far as character and conduct are concerned, a Mr. Robert Hauna.” 

At Inagua, Rum Cay, Gregory Town, and Watling’s Island, public schools have been esta~ 
blished, in pursuance of a determination come to by the Board last year, and teachers have been 
appointed. A school was also established at Marsh Harbour, Abaco, but after the appointment 
of a teacher thereto, he refused to enter upon the duties of his office. Those at Gregory Town 
and Watling’s Island have been in operation the greater part of the year; but at Inagua great 
difficulties had to be encountered, as the island had not been long settled and the Board had no 
school house there, nor could any suitable place be immediately rented for the purpose of carrying 
on the duties of a school. Towards the close of the year, however, with the assistance of the 
resident magistrate, a temporary school room was procured. At the opening there were 18 pupils 
whose numbers have since increased to 58. This, alone, is sufficient to indicate the absolute 
necessity of erecting a suitable school house in that rising settlement. 

At Clarence Town, Long Island, the number of children in attendance was so small as to induce 
the Board to close the public school, which was accordingly done on the 28th February, and it 
continues closed. At Green Turkey Cay also, so great a diminution in the number of the pupils 
has taken place that the Board found it necssary to remove the teachers, Mr. and Mrs. Wildgoos, 
to Long Gav, Crooked Island, to take charge of the larger public school at that settlement. 
The master of the public school at Cherokee Sound, Abaco, resigned his office in August. The 
Board has not been enabled to meet with any one fit to succeed him. ‘The master of the Gregory 
Town school has also thought fit to resign his appointment there, having met with a more 
desirable one in New Providence, unconnected with the Board. 

The Legislature was made aware by the Board’s last report, of their having entered into a 
correspondence with the rector of the Normal seminary in the city of Glasgow, for obtaining two 
masters therefrom. Great difficulty was met with in doing so: but, as already stated, Mr, Walton 
was sent out, and arrived at Nassau in June. He proceeded in a few days to the station allotted 
him. In consequence of a ‘representation made by him that the necessary expences to which he 
had been subjected far exceeded the amount allowed for passage money and outfit, the Board 
granted him 30/. in addition, 

Mr. Walton was desirous of introducing Stow’s system, to which he had been accustomed, 
but the Board declined a compliance with his request, as they never contemplated altering the 
system hitherto pursued in the schools under their jurisdiction. The rules of the British and 
Foreign School Society are those upon which the Board’s own rules have been mainly founded. 

Desirous, therefore, of preventing any further disappointment or misunderstanding, the Board 
thought it best to countermand the requisition for a second master for Glasgow. ‘The result, 
however was, that before the Board's wishes reached Glasgow, a teacher had been selected and 
had gone to some expense in preparing for his departure. Under these circumstances the Board 
considered it but just to that gentleman to compensate him by a sum of 25/. 

To this report will be appended such extracts from the Normal Schoolmaster’s Annual Report 
as will show the progress made by each of the schools under his personal supervision. 

The examinations of the public schools in New Providence took place shortly before Christmas. 
Never at any period was there in attendance so large an audience as on this occasion. A manifest 
interest in the public schools is extending itself on all sides, and the Board are the more full 
convinced of this from the fact just stated. His Excellency the Governor was present at all 
the examinations, except the one at Sandilands (which he was unavoidably prevented from 
attending), and expressed himself highly gratified with the progress the pupils had made in the 
various branches of their studies. Very rigid scriptural examinations by the Rev. William 
McLure, the Rev. Isaac Whitehouse, and the Rev. Henry Capern, were gone through in each 
of them, and considerable knowledge in this particular was displayed in the answers. 

The Board has imported from the British and Foreign School Society’s depository in London, 
an ample supply ‘of school books and stationery. For the use of the Boys’ Central School they 
have also procured a set of mechanical powers, astronomical diagrams and geometrical solids, to 
illustrate the various sciences taught ; together with a set of Hullah’s singing lessons. 

The Board has erected a commodious school house at Harbour Island, at an expense of 2601. 
Its dimensions are 44 x 29 in the clear,—more than twice the size of the old edifice. At the 
Current, they have, with the assistance of the inhabitants erected a school-house. ‘They have 
also bought a school house at Ragged Island for 311. 5s., and are erecting a teacher’s residence 
at Eight Mile Rock, where it is impossible for him to hire one; also a school-house at Rum 


Cay. 

The rents for school houses will be further diminished in 1851, as the two buildings hitherto 
used for the purposes of the Liberated African department have been given up, at the Governor's 
request, to the Board’s use, by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury ; and for 
the land on which they stand a nominal yearly rent of one shilling is to be paid to the Board of 
Ordnance. The public schools which were kept in Grant’s Town and the western district have 
oven both transferred there, the result of which will be a saving of 302. per annum. 

The Board beg to represent the position in which they are placed by the appeals made to them 
for extending education, and the necessary expenses they have incurred, It will be perceived 
by the table marked A, in the Appendix, that the salaries alone exceed the annual grant, and 
that the expenses of the Board will exceed the amount placed at their disposal by at least 
2941. 19s., without taking into account the contingent expenses. The Board, therefore, trust 
that the Legislature will grant an additional sum for the educational purposes of the colony, in 
order that they may not be compelled to deprive any portion of those widely dispersed islands 
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of the happy results which must finally accrue from the spread of religious and secular know- BAHAMAS. 
ledge among the people. a 
By Order of the Board of Education. 
T. Wituiam Henry Dittet, 


Nassau, N. P. Dec. 31st, 1850. Secretary, B. E. 
APPENDIX. 
(A) 
Go 8. 
Amount of Annual Salaries A 4 ‘ . : «15 278- "6 6 
5" Personal Allowances . A S ‘ ‘ - 54 0 0 
“ae Allowances for Rent . ; 5 5 . : 36 0 0 
A School-house Rents . ; : : ‘ 5 30 12 6 
PS Monitors’ Stipends 5 4 . 5 Z 6 00 
3 For Salary of a Master and Mistress at the Biminis . 40 0 0 
1,449 19 0 


This Table is intended to show the actual Sums required for the year 1851. 


Taste showing in what manner the £600 granted by 13 Vic. c. 29, has been expended. 


1850 | i eae vag 
Amount-of SpecialiGrant Wo. elk se ne 600 0 0 
July 9. | Purchase of School-house at Ragged Island . . . . 0 
Building School-house at Current . . . . . . 4 
Repairs to School-house at Long Cay . . . . . 1510 9 
Lumber for Teacher’s Residence at Eight Mile Rock, &c. . 11 7 02 
Erection of School-house at Harbour Island . . . .| 260 0 O 
Repairs, &c. to School-house at Tarpum Bay . . . . ells 0 
* Ditto ditto St. Salvador> .. 5 ‘a. 6 6 9% 
Lumber and Materials for School-house at Rum Cay. . 58 18 2 
Ditto ditto at Watling’s Island . . . . . . 718 0% 
Repairs to African Hospital, now used as School-house. 33 7 8] 44217 94 
Balaitersn 5 Bs Code pars 157 2 33 


Dr. The Public in Account Current with the Board of Education. Cr 


1850 : ; aes 
March 31] To Paid the Public School Teacher’s Salaries ‘i 278 0 1 
for the Quarter ending at date . . . | 287 12 Cash received for School Books . . . 013 8 
Paid Contingencies during the Quarter . 76 13 Amount of Grant in the Education Act 
June 31 Paid the Public School Teachers’ in New MOP USSD ee ne ote we ba (bg toOn 1. O 
Providence their Salaries to date . . 79 11 Amount of Special Grant in the Appro- 
Paid the out Island Teachers’ Salaries for priation Act for 1850 . . . 600 0 0 
the Quarter ending at date. . . .| 212 10 i Amount of School Fees received . 2119 14 
Paid Contingencies during the Quarter . | 158 13 Amount received for School Books . 110 92 
July 9 Paid Purchase Money of Schools. . , Amount received for School Books and 
House at Ragged Island . . . . . 31 5 ROG! shin, Metl OSe? Gite te 4 5 34 
Sept. 31 Paid the Public School Teachers’ Salaries Cash received for Corn sent from Grand 
for Quarter ending atdate . . . «| 309 8 Bahama in payment of School Fees. 440 
‘Paid Contingencies during the Quarter . | 146 11 Amount received for School Books and 
Dec, 31 Paid Public School Teachers’ Salaries for ROO So he vere lars, [Sis bce 3.0 3} 
the Quarter. 0 sm “s. Ual Bp een etl esl) oe T EL y Balance from English Stationery Account 
Paid for Building School-house at Harbour paid intothe Bank ~. . . . . , 09 3 
Islands: bi) ss “Vee ss co | 260 © Amount of Fees from the several Schools. 14.9 43 
Paid Contingencies during the Quarter . | 136 15 Amount deducted from Salary of Christopher 
Balance . . » « « « | 164.14 10 Brown. ecb} ceases vee ee 115 10 
__————____—— Amount of School Fees received . . 7 9 102 


2,169 7 53 This Amount charged in Abstract of Salaries 
for July, and not paid Mr. Gwynn, he 
Having resigned 3) 5) 4-e a se 8 
Amount received for Clothing sold . . 5 
Amount deducted from Salaries of the 

Public School Teachers at Inagua « 8 
Amount of School Fees for August . . 8 
Ditto ditto for Sept. Oct. Nov. & Dec. 18 17 
Ditto ditto from O. 1. for Quarter. 15 11 3 
Amount paid into Bank from Crown Dues 12:12 5 
Amount in hands of Mr. F. Pickton of 

Lontval eV ame Fee eo Be 917 3 
Amount in hands of the Seeretary , 418 3 


By Balance brought down 164 14 10} 


GENTLEMEN, Nassau, January 31, 1851. 


In accordance with hay instructions I now beg to submit my Report on the state of the 
Public Schools in the Island of New Providence. 
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Your Model and Normal Schools appear naturally first to come under consideration. 

The Boys’ Model School still retains the high character it has now for some time so deservedly 
enjoyed. ‘The number of boys in the school at the beginning of the past year was unusually 
ee 221 were on the books in April last, and about 170 of these in daily attendance. 

ubsequently, however, the number on the books decreased to 167, and the number in attend- 
ance to 127. 

The causes which contributed to this decrease were, first, a great many boys left for Inagua 
and other out islands; secondly, many who lived in the vicinity of Mr. Grey’s or Mr. Wood- 
cock’s schools joined those establishments; and, thirdly, during the latter part of the year a 
large number was compelled to remain at home from sickness. The hooping cough has been 
the epidemic by which most of the children have been afflicted, and I am sorry to add it is not 
yet altogether exterminated. 

The Boys’ Model School in its principles remains unchanged since my last report; but its 
details, and their application to the numerous branches of school learning, admitting almost. of 
infinite variety, have been matters of constant attention. 

The subjects of study during the past year have been as follows :—The school has always 
been opened by reverentially reading a lesson from the Holy Scriptures ; the whole Bible in the 
authorised version being in the hands of all who can read it. I have much pleasure in stating 
that this number includes considerably more than half the school. The various branches of 
secular knowledge imparted embrace spelling and reading, writing and arithmetic—slate and 
mental—grammar, geography, singing, history, with a course of natural philosophy, natural 
history, and astronomy. Object and moral lessons have also been given in the gallery. 

These subjects have been so arranged as to secure the attention of the taught, and to follow 


each other in a definite order throughout the day. By this mode each portion of time is com- 


plete in itself, and every lesson in our admirable series of reading books read by each boy who 
goes through the school. 

Every day having its fixed lesson any draft monitor or normal student may know by a glance 
at the time table the appointed lesson and hour for it. I might particularise the number of 
pupils in the different grades of learing, but I doubt not it will be sufficient for me simply to 
refer to the late examinations for a proof that every child in the different schools is occupied in 
that department best suited to his capacity. No branch of study previously pursued has been 
given up, nor am I aware that anything has relatively suffered. 'The motto has been 
“onward,” and I believe in every department good progress has been made. In music, 
grammar, and arithmetic, the boys have made decided advancement. 

The Normal department this year has not been so well attended as during the two previous 
years. The reason of this may be found in the fact that your schools in all cases, till lately, 
have been supplied with teachers, and with that class of teachers also, who have received some 
training. Several, however, have availed themselves of any opportunity they may have had 
in Nassau to attend the Model School, and thereby obtain further information in the art of 
teaching. 

The Taduaesal classes ‘are both full and steadily improving in their acquirements. The 
shoemaking class appears to have made the greater improvement. 

Girls’ Model School.—Nearly the same remarks apply to this school as T made with refer- 
ence to the Boys’ Model School. The number in attendance have increased ; the attainments 
of the children are exceedingly satisfactory, and consequently the reputation of the school 
stands higher than heretofore. 

The number on the books at the Christmas vacation was 90. The studies of the girls are 
varied a little from those of the boys in order to impart a good knowledge of needlework. I 
am happy to bear personal testimony to the results of this teaching; and I have frequently 
heard others speak in high terms of the efficiency of the girls in this important branch of 
female education. Very few of them have opportunities at home to learn the art of cutting, 
the arrangement of needlework, &c., it is with pleasure therefore I report that these duties are 
well attended to. 

There has been no teacher in training at the Girls’ Model School during the year. One 
pupil teacher, however, has been appointed a regular teacher at the Current Settlement, and 
one of the elder girls has received an appointment as pupil teacher. 

The Western District School, notwithstanding all its difficulties with regard to building 
and situation, has continued throughout the year in the onward march of improvement. There 
has been a slight decrease in the number of pupils attending, but the attainments of those who 
have regularly been at school have increased in the most pleasing manner. The searching 
examination under which the children went at Christmas reflected the greatest credit on the 
whole school. I apprehend a reference to your Secretary’s report will corroborate this 
statement. 

From the permanent advantages now secured to the Western District Schools, in having 
obtained those excellent buildings formerly occupied by the Liberated African Department, it 
may fairly be anticipated that those places of instruction will be among the most useful in the 
country. All the advantages of a first-rate site, good play ground, and commodious rooms 
are secured; and now they only require proper fittings to render them all that could be 
desired. 

While on this part of my report I would suggest the propriety of making the distinctive 
features of these schools more definite. For instance, the one school should be a “Juvenile 
School,” and the other an “Infant School.” The age at which childzen should be admitted 
to the first not below five years; and the period when they should leave the second about six, 
except in two or three cases where the infant school mistress might require monitorial assist- 
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ance. At present both schools partake of the character of “infant” and juvenile.” Mrs, 
Taylor has children who should be with Mrs. Horton, and Mrs. Horton has children that 
would be benefited by being with Mrs. Taylor; and this I think deteriorates from the 
efficiency of both. 

Grant's Town Infant School kept up its numbers well last year; and though conducted 
under great inconvenience certainly proved a most useful institution to the labouring people of 
Grant’s Town, &c. 

There was a good deal of sickness among the children in this district at the end of the year, 
and several deaths ; but, notwithstanding this, it was. surprising to see the number of infants 
daily flocking to the school, and to witness the interest they exhibited in obtaining the first 
elements of school knowledge. The memories of the children generally are well stored with 
the simple general principles of religion and morality, and not a few are made tolerably 
acquainted with the first five rules of arithmetic, the elements of grammar and geography, 
besides being able to read and write. 

Sandiland’s School.—I cannot speak of the working of this school from day to day and from 
week to week in the same manner as I can of those nearer the Boys’ Central School, because 
my visits are not so frequent to it. But whenever I have visited it I have always been highly 
pleased with the good behaviour of the children, and gratified with their general acquirements. 
I never saw cleaner copybooks, or heard better reading, and questions answered more satisfac- 
torily for the ages of the pupils, than I did at the late examination at Sandilands. 

Some repairs are required at this school, and I should like to see an assistant employed, to 
teach arithmetic more particularly, 

At all the public schools during the past year the children who were not vaccinated have 
undergone that operation. Drs. Chipman and Kirkwood have, I believe, taken great pains 
to extend, without remuneration, to all the children who have come under my observation, that 
palladium against small-pox. 

I would notice that the effects actually produced by the knowledge given in your different 
schools are not altogether hidden. Many letters of thanks from parents and friends have been 
received, all breathing the same gratitude for the instruction their children have received and 
the behaviour they manifest. 

The practical tendency also of their education bearing on the active duties of life is mani- 
fested in the eagerness with which boys and girls from the public schools are sought after for 
situations of trust. All this is greatly encouraging and leads to the hope that all the children 
now under instruction in your various schools will prove in their day a religious, loyal, and 
industrious generation. LT have, &c., 

(Signed) J. H. Wzss, 
Inspector of Schools. 

To the Honourable the Board of Education, 

&e. &e. &e. 


(No. 58.) No. 8. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Grecory to Earl Grey. 


Bahamas, Government House, Nassau, 
September 6, 1851. 
My Lorp, (Received October 24, 1851.) 

Mr. Srirenpiary Justice Inexis has recently returned to the seat of 
Government after visiting that portion of his widely-extended district, which 
consists of the two Bimini Islands, and the island of Grand Bahama. 

2. Mr. Inglis has drawn up a full and comprehensive report thereon, and I have 
been so much struck by the number and utility of his various representations 
and recommendations that I think a perusal of it will be satisfactory to your 
Lordship, not only as containing an interesting outline of the present state and 
condition of a rising settlement composed of a very troublesome and lawless 
class of the population, but as a fair sample of the varied and most useful ser- 
vices rendered to me in the administration of the Government by a most active 
and zealous stipendiary magistrate. 

3. I have kept a copy for my own use, and enclose the original report, in 
the margin of which I have made a few observations with a view to show how 
far Mr. Inglis’s suggestions have been carried into effect. 

I have, &c., 


The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) JOHN GREGORY. 
&e. &e. &e. 
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August 25, 1851. 
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Encl. in No. 8. 


Departure from G, 
T. Cay on a tour of 
inspection, and 
arrival at Bimini. 

* So named in 1850, 
after H. R. H. the 
Princess Alice.—J. G. 


Administering the 
oath to Mr. W. 
Russell. 


Drunken excesses 
among the crews of 
the wreckers. 


Lock-up House at 
Bimini. 
Orders have been 


given for the execution 
of this work.—J. G. 


South Bimini plan- 
tations. 


Harbours at the 
Biminis. 


Salt Pond at South 
Bimini. 


T have since given my 
sanction to the occu- 
pation of a part of the 
pond by way of trial. 
If it succeeds we shall 
lease it, as at Inagava, 


&c.—J. G. 


Church of England 
service and Sunday- 
zehool at Biminis. 
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Enclosure in No. 8. 
Mr. Stipenprary Justice Inctiis’s Report on the Bimini IsLanps and Granp BAaHAMA. 


Nassau, August 25, 1851. 


I wave the honour to acquaint you, for the information of his Excellency, that in 
accordance with the intention expressed to you in my Despatch of Ist July last, I sailed on 
that day from Green Turtle Cay, on a tour of inspection of my district, and arrived at Alice 
Town,* North Bimini, on the 3rd of the same month, I found there Mr. William Russell, 
lately appointed local magistrate, and Mr. G. M. Hannah, stipendiary constable, of whose 
absence from his post I had occasion to complain when I paid a short visit to the Biminies, in 
the month of December last. 

By virtue of the dedimus from his Excellency, empowering me to administer the necessary 
oaths to Mr. Russell, in order to enable him to act as a justice of the peace, he was aecord- 
ingly sworn in the 4th July, the day following my snes: and the above document, duly exe- 
cuted, is herewith returned. 

No cases of importance were to be found in the journal of the stipendiary constable, but I 
am informed, that on last Christmas day the settlement exhibited a disgraceful scene, caused 
by an assemblage of the crews of the wrecking vessels, who landed there on that day, with 
apparently no other knowledge of its character than that of one set apart for every species 
of drunken excess and saturnalia, disturbed and alarmed the peaceful inhabitants, and closed 
their orgies with a desperate fight, in which knives were drawn, and bloodshed only prevented 
by the exertions of the stipendiary constable, and some of the local constables, and other inha- 
bitants who interfered to preserve the peace. 

In order to carry out the ends of justice, notice must be taken of those affrays at the time 
they occur, as, generally speaking, the perpetrators are not inhabitants of the settlement, but 
belong to the wrecking vessels, which are to be found here collected from all parts of the 
Bahamas. 

A substantial wooden house, 15 feet by 10, which would have been more effective had it been 
double the size, has been lately erected at Alice Town as a “ lock-up.” This place, in order 
to be rendered weatherproof, still requires ceiling throughout, and painting. Mr. Russell has 
received orders to have it enclosed, which is also quite necessary. He assures me that its 
establishment has already exercised a salutary influence on the morals and general behaviour 
of the community, and I trust may have its effect in putting a stop to such occurrences as I 
have described above. 

On the 5th July, I crossed over to the Island of South Bimini, where the inhabitants have 
their provision-grounds, and visited a plantation belonging to Mr. Russell, who has a clearin 
of seven acres, three of which contain 700 fruit trees, consisting of the China orange, an 
Lisbon lemon, apparently thriving well. Guinea and Indian corn, water-melons, cassavas, 
plantains, sweet potatoes, and various other vegetables, were growing in abundance, and are, 
at present, from the land being new, capable of being produced in great profusion. Consider- 
ing the time (about 21 months) that Mr. Russell has been settled at the Biminis, and the 
little assistance he has had, his plantation does him great credit. The cultivation of the pine 
apple has hitherto proved a failure. This is said to be owing to their having been planted 
too near the influence of the sea, Those which have been planted at a greater distance, pro- 
mise well, 

The harbour at North Bimini being only calculated for vessels of the size of the wrecking 
craft which frequent it, for which it is admirably suited, and bearing in mind the opinion of his 
Excellency regarding the commanding position of these islands, and their probable future 
importance, I proceeded while at South Bimini to examine Neck’s Harbour, situated on the 
south side of that island. This is an extensive anchorage, of which one part alone, called 
Barnet’s Harbour, is suitable for large vessels. The entrance to this harbour, which forms 
part of what is called Neck’s Harbour, is at Picket Rock Channel, about four miles to the 
southward of Alice Town. This is a wide channel between two cays, containing never less 
than four fathoms, and which leads into a basin of the same depth, and of sufficient extent to 
anchor a fleet. Although Barnet’s Harbour has almost the appearance of an opening road- 
stead, it is generally allowed, by persons competent of judging, that once in this anchorage, 
a ship may ride out in safety any ordinary gale. The holding ground is good, and it is pro- 
tected from the roll of the sea by almost continuous cays and rocks, extending 8.S.W. from 
Al'ce Town, for a distance of nearly 12 miles, as well as by extensive shoals to the north-east. 

While at Neck’s Harbour, I landed to inspect a small salt pond, situated within 100 yards 
of the beach, which, could it be brought into successful cultivation, would give a stimulus to 
this settlement, which is certainly much wanting. This pond is supposed to contain between 
one and two hundred acres, and is considered by Mr. Russell, himself an experienced, salt- 
maker, as well adapted for its production. Its principal advantages would be,—Ist, propin- 
quity to the United States, enabling vessels bound through the Gulf of Florida to call for salt 
without deviating from their route, thus ensuring a market for a much larger quantity of salt 
than these islands, under the most favourable circumstances, would be capable of producing. 
Qnd. The safety in which vessels of considerable burthen could ride in Neck’s Harbour, within 
a short distsnce of the pond itself. 3rd. The facilities for shipping, no railroad or tramway 
being requisite to bring the salt to the beach, but merely a short canal. To these advantages 
I may add, the long-continued droughts to which they are subject here, which, though to a 
certain extent unfavourable to cultivation, are so highly desirable in salt-producing islands, 

On Sunday the 6th July, I attended Church of England Service at the house of Mr. Shear- 
man, a coloured man, who acts as catechist, and where a congregation of upwards of 30 per- 


Sir, 
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sons assembled. ‘The service was well performed by Mr. Shearman, who afterwards read a 
sermon very effectively. Previous to the service, there was a Sunday-school meeting, attended 
by 14 or 15 children, divided into classes, and instructed by two Miss Thomsons, Miss Kemp, 
and Mr. Shearman, the three former being white, and most of the children coloured. The 
sunday school averages about 16. The establishment of a small church would be highly 
desirable. 

There are at present at the Biminis 47 children, 25 boys and 22 girls, besides several young 
women, who have never had the opportunity of receiving any education, ready to be entered on 
the books the moment a public school is established. I regret having been unable to hold 
out to the inhabitant at present any hope of so desirable an institution being established, 
notwithstanding the well-known favourable views of his Excellency on the vitally important 
subject of education, as well as the strongly-expressed wishes of the inhabitants themselves to 
that effect. 

Smuggling, which is carried on to a great extent at the Biminis, and to which the glaring 
case of the “Cato” has been the means of more particularly attracting the attention of 
Government, can never be fully abolished until the appointment of a preventive officer, The 
large amount of property said to have been smuggled from that vessel might have been 
recovered at the time it occurred. It is now dispersed through the islands, the principal part 
having doubtless found its way‘to Nassau. Mr. Russell, however, assures me, that in his 
capacity as wrecking master, so flagrant a case cannot again occur at the Biminis. 

With regard to fires reported to have been lighted by the inhabitants of Alice Town, on the 
shores of these islands, with a view to mislead vessels, I believe that such has never been done 
for so nefarious a purpose by an inhabitant of the Biminis. Fires kept up through the night 
for domestic purposes were formerly lighted in the open air, though cooling sheds are now 
becoming more general. From the high ridge on which the town is built, these would be seen 
at sea at a considerable distance. Large fires are also lighted along the beach during the 
turtling season, where numerous persons are engaged ina legitimate occupation; and in summer 
fires are absolutely requisite at night for the purpose of getting rid of musquitoes, whose num- 
bers render such indispensable. The only light-house in the neighbourhood of the Biminis, 
being that on Gun Cay, which has a revolving light, nothing but gross inattention on the part 
of masters of vessels could permit them to mistake for it a fire lighted on the shore, which 
should rather act as a safeguard by warning them of their vicinity to the land. 

On Monday the 7th July, having previously called a meeting of the inhabitants for that day, 
for the purpose of discussing a few points material to the general welfare of the settlement, I 
mentioned to them,—lIst. The appointment of Mr. Russell as magistrate and coroner for the 
Biminis, of his having been now duly qualified to act as a justice of the peace, and the neces- 
sity of his being supported in his endeavours to prevent a recurrence of the disgraceful riots 
previously alluded to. 2nd. The necessity of opening the Bay road, from its commencement 
to the Burying-ground, and the completion of Hill-street and the Cross roads. 3rd. The 
impropriety of burying in private premises, a practice which has prevailed. 4. That the set- 
tlement being overrun with numerous worthless curs, complaints of which nuisance had been 
already made to me, the dog-tax would be enforced for the future. 5. That smuggling having 
now arrived at such a pitch as to attract the attention of Government, a strict look-out would be 
kept and means taken to punish offenders against the revenne laws. I concluded, after explaining 
the great advantages of such an undertaking, by the increased value of property, &c., &c., with 
a proposition, that they should give their gratuitous labour for the purpose of making an 
experimental salt-pan of one half acre in extent, on the pond at south Bimini. Having drawn 
up the memorandum of an agreement to that effect, it was signed by 45 persons, there being 
only one dissentient voice to the undertaking. This unanimity was satisfactory, aud promises 
well for the success of the enterprise. 

Being anxious to see this carried into effect, I had determined to remain until it was com- 
pleted; but as the mosquitoes would not permit of anything being done at that moment, I 
sailed on the 9th July for Eight Mile Rock Grand Bahama, with the intention of shortly 
returning to the Biminis, 

With reference to improvements in general, as well as the establishment of good order on 
the out-islands, I may take this opportunity of remarking that the necessity of such a propo- 
sition being carried into effect as that submitted by his Excellency to the House of Assembly, 
in the Session of 1849, “ whether it would not be essential to the prosperity of every out-island 
that its local government should be intrusted to a resident paid magistrate, who would identify 
the interests of his family and himself with those of the inhabitants, who would stimulate their 
industry and take the lead in local enterprise, and who would become the regular channel of 
communication between the inhabitants and the head of the colonial Government,’’ has been 
fully borne out in my mind, from personal observation, as a scheme of sound policy, without 
which the settlements in this district must sink before long into hopeless insignificance. 

There is no part of my district where the presence of a resident paid magistrate is more 
requisite than at the Biminis. This necessity ought not to be judged of by the actual number 
of the inhabitants. There is on an average during the entire year present in the harbour of 
North Bimini 25 wrecking vessels, which, allowing only 15 men for each vessel (a small pro- 
portion) gives a floating population of 375 adults of the most loose and immoral class in the 
Bahamas, and which, added to the resident inhabitants, makes a total of upwards of 500 
persons constantly in and about the settlement. 

At the Biminis, therefore, there are, inclusive of the wreckers, upwards of 400 adult males, 
while at Green Turtle Cay, where the population is 883, there are only 225. 

Taking these facts into consideration, I consider it necessary to recommend to his Excellency 


BAHAMAS. 


Want of a public 
school at the 
Biminis. 
My great anxiety has 
long been to establish 
a school here; but the 
recent adverse vote of 
the House of Assembly 
has lamentably frus- 
trated my views.— 

G. 


Smuggling at the 
Biminis. 

I intend to urge on the 
House of Assembly, in 
February next, the 
absolute necessity of 
making provision fora 
local ~~ magistrate, 
who should have a 
revenual appointment 
also.—J, G. 

Report of fires 
lighted at the 
Biminis, with a 
view to mislead 
vessels, 

I rejoice at this, for 
the insinuations of 
American masters of 
vessels were most pre- 
judicial to the cha- 
racter of the Bimiuis, 
—J.G. 

Meeting of inhabit- 
ants at Alice town. 


Necessity of a 
resident paid ma- 
gistrate at the 
Biminis.. 
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BAHAMAS. 
Proposed appoint- 
ment of a second 
stipendiary con- 
stable at the 
Biminis. 

The law allows only 
six to be permanently 
sworn in; but on any 
emergency the magis- 
trate can swear in any 
number he chooses.— 
J. G. 

With the advice of the 
Executive Council, I 
have now appointed a 
second stipendiary 
constable.—J. G. 
Arrival at Eight 
Mile Rock. 

Sight for Lock-up 
House at Grand 
Bahama. 

Church at Eight 
Mile Rock. 


School at Eight 
Mile Rock. 


In the Board of Edu- 
cation I shall take 
care to have this sent. 
Complaints at 
Eight Mile Rock. 


Agricultural con- 
dition of Grand 
Bahama. 


We are now engaged 
upon this subject in 
the Executive Couneil. 
a Ge, 

Return to the 
Biminis. Com- 
plaint of Captain 
Shaw, of American 
barque ‘‘ Kepler.” 
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the appointment of a second stipendiary constable, in addition to Mr. Hannah, and that means 
be provided to enable the magistrates to increase permanently the number of local constables, 
six being the greatest number allowed by law, whereas at least twelve are requisite ; nor would 
I, if resident magistrate at the Biminis, guarantee the peace of the settlement with a fewer 
number, and without the additional stipendiary constable. 

On the 10th July I arrived at Eight Mile Rock Grand Bahama, and experienced the usual 
difficulty of landing on the south side of this island during southerly or south-east gales, nothing 
but the great activity of the boatmen preventing us from being swamped, which might have 

roved a matter of serious inconvenience. 

My first duty here was, in company with Mr. W. J. Brown, stipendiary constable, to look 
‘out for a proper site for the lock-up house, for the erection of which the sum of 40/. was voted 
at the last session of the House of Assembly. I have accordingly selected the spot, on a piece 
of Crown reserved land in the township of Hawksbill Creek, contiguous to Eight Mile Rock, 
bounded east by Alexander Bevan’s, west by Benjamin Duncome’s, and fronting the sea ; of 
this I propose occupying a space of 50 feet square. Mr. Brown being the only person at this 


_ settlement competent to undertake the building, I have accordingly entered into an agreement 


with him to execute the same, agreeably to a plan and specification furnished me by the civil 
engineer, under the forfeiture of a certain sum if not completed before the 15th October 
next. 

The episcopal chapel which has been in the course of erection at Eight Mile Rock for some 
time past, is now in a sufficiently forward state to hold service in. Its dimensions are: length 
40 feet by 30, height of walls 10 feet, and of roof 18 feet. It is well and substantially built of 
stone, the roof being at present thatched for want of sufficient funds to shingle it. The labour 
expended an this building has been nearly, if not altogether gratuitous, a very large share of 
which has been contributed by Mr. Brown, the stipendiary constable, who is also a carpenter. 
The average attendance at church is 35, with a Sunday school of about 20. During the 
absence of the Rev. Mr. Higgs at other parts of his district, Mr. Brown, who has the appoint- 
ment of catechist, holds service twice on Sundays and once on Wednesdays. Having attended 
several times, I can testify as to the proper manner in which this is performed by Mr. Brown, 
who also on these occasions reads a sermon. 

During my stay in Grand Bahama, I was enabled to pay several visits to the school esta- 
blished by the Board of Education at Eight Mile Rock, under the superintendance of Mr. 
Bannister, I had every reason. to be satisfied with the progress of the children under his 
tuition, and heard them go through their whole routine of instruction. On the last occasion I 
took the opportunity of the presence of several of the heads of families to address them regarding 
the enlargement of the school-house, the necessity for which I had the honour to bring under 
his Excellency’s notice, in my report of 20th December 1850. There are at present 80 scholars 
on the books, the general average attendance being 73, although during my visit, owing to the 
absence of many of the children from hooping-cough, the average was not more than 64, There 
being applications now for the admission of from 30 to 40 additional children, I recommended 
to the inhabitants that they should give their gratuitous labour towards the enlargement of the 
school-house, and drew out a short memorandum for the signatures of those who were willing 
to assist for this highly desirable purpose, under the assurance that the Board of Education 
would furnish the materials, and from the signatures received, I have no doubt but that in the 
latter event this would be speedily accomplished. Mr. Bannister will, therefore, make a requi- 
sition to the Board for the necessary quantity of lumber, &c., which may be requisite. 

The complaints brought by persons in this vicinity, comprising a line of coast of from 30 to 
40 miles, were principally regarding the wrongful occupation of land, some of which require 
me to communicate with the Surveyor-General before deciding on them. 

There appears but little element of prosperity within the island of Grand Bahama ; the 
land, impoverished from long use, but more particularly from the frequent fires which have 
occurred, destroying all the valuable timber and scorching and burning of a great portion of the 
soil, is barely sufficient to support the scanty inhabitants who remain. ‘There is, notwithstanding, 
to be found throughout the island ample pasturage for cattle, and were they permitted to roam 
at large, might be produced in sufficient numbers to supersede the necessity of the foreign 
supplies into Nassau. Cattle, I have been informed, have been landed at the west end of Grand 
Bahama at 13 dollars a-head, which three months after have sold at Nassan for 45 dollars, 
I believe that if liberty of pasturage over the Crown waste lands were granted to the inhabitants 
for their cattle, it might be the means of encouraging the raising of stock as well as of improving 
the lands, which at present are valueless. 

Owing to the state of the weather and other causes, it was not until the 27th July that I was 
enabled to leave Eight-mile Rock and sail for the Biminis, which I did not reach till the 
evening of the 29th. Immediately on my arrival, Mr. Russell exhibited to me a statement 
made before him by Captain Shaw, of the American bark “ Kepler,” bound for New Orleans, 
which, in company with the brig “ Lodebar,” of Boston, Captain Skinner, bound for Havana, 
had anchored off North Bimini about ten days previous to my return, awaiting a fair wind to 
take them through the Gulf. A copy of Captain Shaw’s statement forms an Enclosure in this 
Report. His Excellency will observe, that this is a charge brought by Captain Shaw against 
certain persons unknown, but supposed to belong to the schgpner “ Nonesuch,” of Abaco, for 
an attempt to intoxicate the crew of the “ Kepler” and to scuttle the vessel. I regretted that 
Mr. Russell had not taken the depositions on oath of the mate and crew of the “ Kepler,” who 
were alone, in a case to prove the felonious outrage complained of, the captain not having been 
on board when it was said to have been attempted. Owing to the departure of the two vessels 
before my return, I fear the evidence I have obtained will not be sufficient to enable the 
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Attorney-General to prosecute, although were a trial to take place it is possible that many 
things now concealed might be brought to light. Whatever be the result, it is a circumstance 
deeply to be deplored that the captains and crews of both those American vessels should have 
left the Biminis with a full conviction that such an attempt was made, which will be the means 
of injuring to a great extent the progressive welfare of the settlement. 

On the Ist August (Negro emancipation day), 1 paid another visit to the Salt Pond on 
South Bimini, where Mr. Russell has already selected the spot for two experimental salt-pans 
of one quarter of an acre in extent each. These may seem insignificant when compared with 
the large salt-pans of Inagua; but at Cay West, where salt is made all the year round, and 
where the pans are Soares with pine plank and defended from the weather by moveable roofs, 
they are only 50 feet by 18. Mr. Russell considers the bottom of the pond, on which there is 
not more than six inches of mud, to be perfectly suitable for salt-making. There is also plenty 
of stone to be found in the pond for building purposes, of which Mr. Russell intends to build a 
sea-wall as a defence from hurricanes. The inhabitants having been employed lately in 
planting out their Guinea corn, together with the boisterous state of the weather, has prevented 
anything from being commenced as yet; but there is every reason to believe that the pans will 
be complete in time for the salt-making season. The pumps and other necessary mechanical 
apparatus will be prepared by two carpenters, which will constitute their portion, and a very 
important one, of the work to be undertaken. 

Emancipation day passed off quietly at the Biminis, notwithstanding the presence in port of 
upwards of 20 wrecking vessels. The vessels were dressed with flags, dances took place in 
the evening at different houses, and universal harmony prevailed, owing to the fact of there 
being little or no ardent spirits to be procured at that moment on the settlement. Could the 
importation of such be prevented, neither magistrates, constables, nor gaol would be requisite 
for the preservation of the peace. 

Although there has been some difficulty in getting the inhabitants of Alice Town to turn 
out on the roads, the Bay Road, 10 feet wide and about three-quarters of a mile in length, is 
progressing rapidly. A considerable extent of stiff bush had to be cut through; and for the 
performance of this work on the lots of non-residents, I have informed those employed that they 
will be entitled to remuneration. In pursuance of this, I have tendered accounts to Messrs, 
D’Yuza, F. Smith, A. Smith, and A. Bain, to the amount of 20 dollars in all. 

Applications have been made to me by eight of the inhabitants of Alice Town, viz., William 
Russell, Chief Justice of the Peace, and Messrs. Benjamin B. Shearman, George M. Hannah, 
John Watkins, William Bethel, John Holbert, Harrison Brister, and Vulcan Seymour, for 
leave to fence off the land to the north-east of the township, and to be permitted to graze cattle 
through the uninhabited portion of North Bimini. 

It is by no means intended or desired that these parties should have any exclusive privilege 
for this purpose ; and I sincerely trust that should it be in his Excellency’s power, he may see 
the propriety of granting this licence, and thus show to the inhabitants of this young settlement 
that if they display an anxiety for individual and general prosperity the Government will con- 
tinue, as it has hitherto, to do all in its power to assist them. ‘I'he facility of transit between 
the Biminis and the Nassau renders an experiment of this sort highly desirable, and I have 
little doubt that, should the privilege be granted, cattle will, in the course of a few years, be 
produced on North Bimini in considerable numbers. 

On Wednesday morning, the 13th August, I sailed from the Biminis with the intention of 
proceeding to the Berry Islands: but, owing to the unsettled state of the weather, found it 
necessary to postpone my visit to that settlement to another opportunity. I arrived here on 
Saturday evening the 16th instant, and intend returning to Abaco by an early opportunity to 
complete the tour of my district. 


I have, &c., 
The Hon. C. R. Nesbitt, (Signed) W. R. Inatts, S. J. District of Abaco. 
&e. &e. 
Colonial Secretary. 
(A.) 


Biminis, July 18, 1851. 

Caprarin A. W. Suaw, master of the bark << Kepler,” states that, on Thursday night 
(the 17th), a boat painted white, with five men in her, supposed or taken to be the schooner 
“‘Nonesuch’s” boat, came on board of his ship after dark, two of the men remaining on deck, 
while three were in the boat. They brought on board a jug of rum, and requested the mate 
and crew to drink, which they refused. These two men remained on deck until those in the 
boat were discovered at the stern immediately under the counter, apparently working as it were, 
with their hands at the water’s edge, with something in their hands supposed to be an auger : 
it being dark, could not exactly discover or ascertain whether it was an auger or some other 
instrument: but from the circumstance of the boat being detected under the stern, instead of 
being alongside, at that hour of the night (10 o’clock), shows that they were on some ill intent, 
‘The very circumstance of their carrying a jug of ram on board of the ship shows but too plainly 
that their intention was, if the crew of the ship could have been prevailed upon to drink, to have 
got them drunk, and then they would have had a fair opportunity of effecting their villainous 
purpose. Same evening, Captain Shaw, after leaving the Court, returning to his boat, he and 
his crew were followed by the crew of the schooner “ Nonesuch,” headed by John Frederick 
Sawyer, with bludgeons, threatening to beat them, and calling them damned Yankee sons of 
b—-; and had Captain Shaw not hastened into his boat, he and his men would have been 
maltreated. 


BAHAMAS. 


I have been in full 
communication with 
the Attorney-General 
on this subject. We 
have sent to America 
for evidence, and hope 
yet to reach the guilty 
parties.—J. G. 


Salt Pond. 


Emancipation day 
at the Biminis. 


I wish it were possible 
to prevent it, but I have 
no hope of it.—J. G. 


State of roads at 
Alice Town. 
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grazing at North 
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granted.—J. G, 
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Captain Shaw b gs at the same time to say, that no blame whatever should be attached to 
the inhabitants of Bimini, as they knew nothing of the transaction until the following day, 
when Captain Shaw went on shore and apprised them of it. 

(Signed) A. W. Suaw, Master of Bark “ Kepler.” 


BARBADOS. 


(No. 36.) No. 9. 
Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir W. M. G. CoLesrooke, K.H., to 
Earl Grey. 
Windward Islands, Barbados, May 12, 1851. 
My Lorp, (Received June 9, 1851.) 


1. To enable me to bring the details of the Blue Book for 1850 under 
your Lordship’s notice in a comprehensive form, I have subjoined an abstract 
of the several returns contained in it. These returns exhibit a progressive 
improvement in the condition of the colony. 

2. The revenue, of which five-sixths is derived from Customs and Port dues, 
and one-sixth from assessed and other taxes, yielded a considerable surplus on 
the receipts of the preceding year; and as there is every prospect that the 
revenue of the present year will be equally productive, I have recommended 
to the Assembly a reduction of the duties which press upon the colonial trade. 

3. The local and colonial expenditure calls for no particular observation. 

4, The expenditure borne by Great Britain is larger in Barbados than in the 
other colonies of the West Indies, from the number of troops which are neces- 
sarily stationed at the head quarters of the military command. 

5. From the Returns of Imports, Exports, and Tonnage it will be seen that 
there has been a large increase in the commerce of the island in 1850, amounting 
to one-fifth nearly on the value of the imports of 1849, of which nearly two- 
thirds were received from Great Britain; and one-twentieth on the value of 
the exports, including 35,000 hogsheads of sugar exported. 

These returns have been made up with sufficient accuracy to enable me to 
state the result with confidence. 

6. The returns of schools are incomplete. 

7. Of crimes and offences there was a decrease of 37 in the number of com- 
mitments in 1850, and assuming the population at 145,000 the centesimal pro- 
portion of offences would be 1:1. 

8. Having in my Report on the Blue Book for 1849 noticed a work, which 
had been projected in the construction, by means of convict labour, of a harbour 
of refuge at Barbados, and a preliminary survey having been made by the 
commanding Royal Engineer, from which it is considered that such a work 
might be executed with facility, and that it would be of great importance to 
commerce, and a means of defence to the colonies. 

I annex to this Report a copy of the plans which has been appended to 
Colonel Ward’s Report. 

9. The details are contained in the volume of printed correspondence for- 
warded with my Despatch, No. 34, dated 29th April last, relative to convict 
discipline, a copy* of which is herewith enclosed. 

The neighbouring colonies have been invited to co-operate in the undertaking 
by sending convicts, who are under sentence of hard labour, to be employed on 
it, and I hope it will also receive the support of Her Majesty’s Government, 
which is necessary for the successful accomplishment of a work of this 
magnitude. 

10. The labour of the convicts of this island have already been applied to 
the removal of a mud bank, from which the health of the city and garrison 
have been affected; and Colonel Ward has stated in a report which I enclose, 
that in two years a sufficient passage might be opened for the construction of a 
coaling wharf for the royal mail steamers within the Mole. 

11. Recommending the subject to your Lordship’s favourable consideration 


and support, at ‘ 
ave, &c., 


The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) W.M.G. COLEBROOKE. 
&e. &e. &e. 


fre Seairg og 2 US Sp lee Aes Ree a SS 
* This Enclosure is not printed, as it consists principally of selections from correspondence relative to 
Convict Discipline, already laid before Parliament. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 9. 
BarBapbos. 


Axsstract Returns from Buur Book, 1850. 


REVENUE. 
SNES 
Customs’ Duties, Assessed . 
7 and other | Total, 1850. | Total, 1849. pea Decrease. 
Import, Export. Tonnage. ‘Faxes. : 
£ sterling. £ sterling. | £ sterling. £. ae £. £. 
25,935 5,807 13,908 8,414 54,064 47,439 6,625 


Expenpirure, CoLonrau. 


= a 3 5 3 
8 | g 5 S A = 
Be) og 8 2 : a | oe = x a a é 
O8 3 3 § g 5 65 . a a ¥ 3 

5 _ 3 a us! is a 5 3 3 4 Ey 

& 45 <>) fea) ay Aa fe a is 4 a n 
oi £. ou x, noe e. os Pe oy x; oa 

6,792 | 5,842) 5,989) 1,265) 15,146 | 2,085) 9,931] 47,060 | 44,532 | 2,528] .. 1] ,524 


Expenpiture, Locar and Parocutan. 


All other 
Poor. Roads. Parochial Total. REMARKS. 
Charges. 
x ay or £. ~. | Under the head of “Poor” are included Allow- 
3,491 5.005 853 9.349 ances, Poor Relief, Annuities, Burials. 
> > > 


Expenpiture, Great Brirarn. 


Civil. Military. Total. REMARKS, 


£. £. 
11,197 93,474 


£. The first column includes Governor’s and Private Secretary’s 
104,671 | Salary, the Bishop’s and Archdeacon’s, with payments to 
Ministers and Stipendiary Magistrates. The second column 
includes all Military Expenses. 


Poruration (1844). 


Males, Females. Total. Remarks, 


—— 


56,004 66,194 122,198 | Per Census of 1844; supposed to have increased at the rate of 
3 per cent. per annum. 


Lanp. 


Area, 
in square miles. 


Acreage 


under cultivation. Remarks, 


166 


100,000 It has been found impracticable, without legislative assistance, 


to obtain any accurate information on this subject. 


Coins and Currency. 


Specie in Circulation. Notes in Circulation. | Remarks, 


Estimated at £30,000 | At the end of 1849, | British Silver constitutes the entire currency of the 


sterling. estimated at £20,000} Island. No Gold is in circulation, in consequence 
sterling. of the over-valuation of the Doubloon in the 
neighbouring Foreign Colonies and in South 
America. ‘The only Paper Currency is Colonial 
Bank Notes. 
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BASSAI CuuRcHEs. 
Church of No. of No, of Average of 
England, Churches and Dae ¥ Persons 
and others, Chapels. eae Attending. some 
21,860 ; 
England. . 45 22,673 |{ aggregate, | Corrected from amended Returns since the 
45,010 Blue-Book was made up. No Returns 
Moravian. es ee a received of Moravians and Wesleyans. 
Wesleyan . ae os sie 
LL. 
ScHoo.s. 
No. of Increase 
Scholars. or Decrease. REMARKS. 
Church of 
England “ 7,472* ay Returns incomplete. 
Moravian . 310 AE 
Wesleyans . 1,042 oe 


* Includes Public and Private Schools. 


Vatug, in Sterling. | 
EET asa 
| 


IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
From From From Total, To To To Total 
Great Britain,| British Foreign 1850. ||Great Britain.) _ British Foreign 1850. 
Colonies. Countries. Colonies. Countries. 
es £. £. £. &. £. £. ay 


464,651 | 119,087 | 152,620 | 736,358 672,882 | 153,324 5,418 831 ,624 


Totalin 1849 . . . £591,478 Totalin 1849 . . . £791,740 


Surprine. 
EER 
INWARDS—Tonnage. | OUTWARDS—Tonnage. 
From From To To 
From 2 : Total To rea < Total, 
eat British Foreign stat British Foreign 5 

Great Beta. Colonies. Countries, acid Gree Been, Colonies. Countries. tae 

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons, Tons, Tons, Tons, Tons. 


31,677 | 29,170 | $5,534 | 96,381 | 31,019 | 29,357 | 32,927 | 93,303 
j—__ 


Total ins40. ss 85,7381 | Total in 1949. « . ~ 83;%38 


Return of Crimes, and other OFFENCEs. 


Centesimal 
is Proportion, per 
Year. Felons. anand Pe saa Total. Increase, | Decrease. | Census of 1844. Debtors, 
Population, 122,198. 
pe See et ee etn, SEES NN a es i llc 
1850 th | 530 1,070 1,677 30 37 1°3 475 
1849 82 771 861 1,714 ee <3 1°4 339 


N.B.—The fractional parts of a pound are omitted in the foregoing Returns. 
E. Rownanp Forman, Private Secretary. 


( Signed | 


7 May 1851. 


we 


Plan of Carlisle Bay, Barbados. 
Shewing the Cty of Bridgetown , the Harbour, Bay, Road,, & Garrison of Saint Anns. 


W.C,.Ward L? Gol. Com9 Royal Eng? W.I. 
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Plan 
Shewing the Proposed 


Harbour of Refuge at Bridgetown, Barbados. 


Shewing the probable extent of excavation that would be required 
in order to render the Carenage accessible at all states of tide, by 
vessels of large draught. 

Shewing also the direction in which it is contemplated to turn. the 
Rwer into the Sea. 


( Signed: | 
W.C. Ward, L* Cl. 
Com? Roy! Eng” W.I. : 
April 26% & May 7% 1351. 


NB. The space in Red to be excavated by removal 
of 32,625 Gubic Yards of Rock. ptt 


The Proposed New Channel tor the River 
ERC OMT OD fags cise occas cacceseens Peano. Peres} 


sa 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 9. 


Royal Engineer’s Office. Barbados, 
Sir, April 26, 1851. 


Wir reference to the Governor’s letter to me of the 7th instant, I beg to acquaint you 
for his information that on examining the mouth of the Carenage at Bridgetown, Barbados, 
with a view to report on the practicability of forming within the Mole a coaling wharf, accessible 
at all states of tide, by steam ships of large draught, it appears that the work is certainly prac- 
ticable, but that formidable obstacles are to be removed. 

That though its execution may be termed easy as regards the ready application of science 
and art, and the records of former similar works, by which the details might be regulated, yet 
its magnitude is undoubtedly considerable, and much labour, time, and money would be 
demanded for its accomplishment. ro 

By soundings taken on the 7th inst., the depth of water at half tide was found to average 
8 feet over a space shown in red on the accompanying plan. This, at the low water of spring 
tides, would be reduced to an average of 6} feet at the utmost. 

The space coloured red is hard rocky bottom ; seaward of the red there is increasing depth 
of water and softer bottom. ‘The great obstacle, therefore, lies within the red portion. 

Assuming 22 feet of water as the depth that would be required at low water, and 6$ feet 
being ascertained to be the average present depth, there remain 15} feet to be multiplied into 
the superficial area of rock in the mouth of the Carenage; the result, 5 x 87 x 75 yards, is 
32,625 cubic yards of rock; which must be removed by subaqueous blasting. 

Two diving-bells at least would be required, and as the progress of such works is necessarily 
slow, it is thought that two years would be the shortest time in which this project could be 
accomplished, unless it were found that operations were favoured by natural circumstances, 
which it would not, upon setting out, be right to calculate on. 

The construction of a coaling wharf would be a comparative simple operation, but as it 
would of course be contingent on the greater work of opening the harbour’s mouth, it is not 
thought necessary to enter on its details at present. 

It is considered that the lighters to be employed in carrying into Carlisle Bay the stuff to be 
removed from the swamp about to be excavated, can probably pass above the temporary bridge 
in the present state of things; but if it should be found that there is not sufficient depth of 
water for them, no difficulty is apprehended to prevent the convicts at once opening a sufficient 
passage, there being only mud to remove. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) W. C. Warp, Lieut.-Colonel, 
E. R. Forman, Esq., Commanding Royal Engineers, W. I. 


Private Secretary. 


(A true copy.) 
E. Rowranp Forman, Private Secretary. 


(No. 107.) No. 10. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to Governor 
Sir W. M. G. Cotesrooke, K.H. 


Sir, Downing-street, May 7, 1851. 


I HAVE received your Despatches, No. 9, of the 21st January, and No. 25 of 
the 20th of March, the latter enclosing the copy of a preliminary Report, with plans 
annexed, furnished to you by Lieutenant-Colonel Ward, the commanding Royal 
Engineers in the West Indies, on the project for constructing a harbour of refuge 
at Bridgetown. 

2. In my Despatch, No. 91, of the 30th November, 1850, I stated to you that 
the sending out a party of Sappers and Miners to Barbados for the purpose of 
making the proposed surveys connected with this work, would be contingent on the 
Colonial Legislature providing the attendant expense; and I also intimated the 
propriety of your a sertaining, before any expenses should be incurred, whether the 
Colonial Legislature would be able and willing to undertake a work of such apparent 
magnitude as the one in question. But I do not collect, from your Despatch, that 
you have yet consulted the Legislature on these points—and it will, therefore, he 
impossible for me at present to take any practical steps in furtherance of your views 
on this subject ; especially as, I regret to say, 1 can hold out to you no prospect 
that Her Majesty will be able to recommend to Parliament to make provision for 
any portion of the expense of the undertaking. 

3. My objection to sending out Sappers and Miners unless the expense is pro- 
vided for by the coony, is founded on general principles. If Her Majesty’s 
Government were to undertake to execute works of local improvement or surveys 
preparatory to such works in the Colonies at the cost of this country, a very heavy 
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charge would be incurred for which Parliamentcould not, with justice to the people 
ofthis country, be asked to provide. 

4, I greatly doubt, moreover, the expediency of attempting to execute the work, 
as proposed by convict labour, if it should be ultimately determined to undertake it. 
Looking to the actual rate of wages now prevailing in Barbados, and to the heavy 
cost of maintaining an effective convict establishment, and providing the necessary 
buildings for the custody of convicts, I do not think it probable that any saving would 
be effected by employing on these works convicts from other colonies unless these 
colonies should contribute more largely to the expense of convicts while so em- 
ployed, than they could reasonably be expected to do. 

5. Lalso conceive that the condition which you have doubtless, with good reason, 
stated to be one which it would be necessary to attach to the employment of convicts, 
viz.:—that they should ultimately be removed from Barbados,—would render it of no 
advantage whatever to these colonies, but rather the reverse, to concur in the pro- 
posed arrangement. 

6. But while these objections occur to me to the mode by which it is proposed 
to execute the work, I am far.from meaning to express any doubt as to the great 
advantage which would arise from its accomplishment. There can be no question 
of the evil which must arise from the existence of a swamp in the heart of the town, 
as shown by the plan annexed to Colonel Ward’s Report; and if in removing this 
swamp, the space which it occupies could be rendered available as a harbour, it is 
impossible to over-estimate the benefit which would be afforded to the commerce of 
the place. By enabling ships to lie in security and to be loaded and unloaded in 
such a situation, Bridgetown would probably be rendered inferior to very few cities. 
in the world in the facilities for carrying on an extensive trade. Hence it well 
deserves your consideration whether the work might not be executed by free instead 
of by convict lahour,-—the expense being provided for by a loan, the interest upon 
which might probably be met, at least in part, by the increased value which would be 
given to the property adjoining the new harbour. On this property, if it belongs to 
private individuals a rate might fairly be levied in consideration of such increased 
value ; and if it has not been alienated, an income might be derived from it by letting 
it as wharves and warehouses which could hardly fail in such a situation to command 
a high rent. The subject is one well deserving your consideration and that of the 
local Legislature. 

. I have, &c., 
Governor Sir W. Colebrooke, (Signed) GREY. 
&e. &e. Ke. 


(No. 3, General.) No. 11. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir W. M. G. Corrsrooxg, K.H., to 
Earl Grey. 
Windward Islands, Barbados, August 27, 1851. 
My Lorp, (Received September 24, 1851.) 


REFERRING to my Despatches stated in the margin, forwarding the Blue 
Books for 1850, of the several islands under this Government, together with 
separate abstracts of the returns, I now transmit a general abstract compiled 
retrospectively from the Blue Books of 1830, 1835, 1840, 1845, and 1850. 

2. In selecting these periods, I have had in view to exhibit the changes 
which have occurred at successive intervals of five years for the last 20 years, 
embracing the time through which the colonies passed from slavery to 
freedom. 

3. Of the decennial period from 1830 to 1840, slavery having been abolished 
in August 1834, the following year (1835) may be considered to have been 
the first of a transition stage of apprenticeship, which was legalized till 1840, 
although generally abandoned by the colonies in 1838, and the second decennial 
period from 1840 to 1850, wa» one of entire freedom. 

4. In reviewing the condition of the colonies at these successive periods, it 
will be seen from the returns, that a material change took place in their 
financial systems, and although the information is defective, it may be sufficient 
to indicate some of the most important results. 

5. While the colonies were restricted’ generally under the Royal Instructions 
{rom imposing duties upon commerce, it was the practice by Act of Parlia- 
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ment to impose general Customs’ Duties leviable in the colonies for the regu- 
lation of trade, which duties, after defraying the expenses of collection, were 
paid over to the Colonial Treasuries for local purposes, in addition to which, 
special authority was given from time to time to the Colonial Legislatures to 
impose import and export duties. 

6. The imperial duties were fixed and uniform, but the colonial duties were 
variable, and in some of the minor colonies, from the high rates imposed, they 
had the effect of discouraging all direct and legitimate commerce. 

7. Previous to the termination of slavery and apprenticeship, a large part of 
the revenue of the colonies was raised internally by assessment and otherwise, 
but since that period a material change has been gradually effected in the 
revenual system of the principal islands. 

8. Thus in Barbados, in 1835, 25,9231, was raised from taxes, and 15,2971. 
from customs; and in 1840, 33,369/. from taxes, and 20,8510. from customs ; 
but in 1845 and 1850, the taxes ‘were successively reduced to 16,318/. and 
8,414/., and the customs raised to 34,782/. and 45,650/., of which 25,9351. 
were levied on imports, 5,807/. on exports, and 13,908/. on tonnage. 

9. In Grenada it will be seen that the taxes were reduced from 24,503. in 
1835 to 5,427/. in 1850, and the customs augmented; an observation applicable 
also to St. Vincent. 

10. The effect of this system has been to throw the burden of the taxes for 
the most part on the consumption of the labouring classes, and, excepting 
where export duties are imposed, to exempt the staple products of the colonies 
in a great degree from taxation, and from the large amount of remittances to 
absent proprietors deriving their incomes from the colonies, and from the 
limited investments of capital in local improvements, the population are held 
stationary in their condition, while increasing in their numbers. 

11. The lightness of internal taxation would be favourable to the investment 
of capital, and several useful works might be projected, which would be remu- 
nerative to capitalists, and contributive to the resources of the colonies, bat 
such undertakings have hitherto been neglected, notwithstanding the favour- 
able terms on which loans applicable to local improvements have been 
guaranteed by Her Majesty’s Government and by Parliament. 

12. In regard to the revenual system of Tobago, it will be seen that it has 
constituted an exception to the other islands in the reduction of the customs, 
and the increase of the taxes which have for the most part been levied on the 
productive industry of the labouring classes, the objection to which system I 
had occasion in 1850 particularly to notice. 

13. In St. Lucia, a Crown colony, the taxes and customs’ duties have been 
raised in nearly equal proportions. 

14. In regard to the expenditure of the colonies, the most material increase 
of charge in Barbados has been in the maintenance of a local stipendiary 
magistracy and police force, since 1838, and latterly some increase in the fund 
appropriated for churches and education ; but although much in advance of 
the other colonies, these last appropriations are still inadequate to meet the 
growing requirements of the population, and it is important that the absent 
proprietors should be generally aware how very disproportionate are their own 
contributions towards objects so essential to the welfare of the colonies, from 
whence they derive their resources. 

15. Under the head of local and parochial charges, the sums levied for the 
poor in Barbados have declined, although the condition of that class has not 
been ameliorated, and there is much necessity for a general amendment of the 
poor laws, as well as a more effective supervision over the administration of 
them. The same observation is applicable to the local expenditure for roads, 
although more attention has been paid to these improvements in Barbados than 
in the other islands. 

16. The expenditure of Great Britain in Barbados is proportionably larger 
than in the other islands, being the head quarters of the entire command in 
the West Indies, and some reduction of the aggregate charge might be effected 
if the troops could be concentrated in Barbados and the other principal stations, 
a measure which would probably lead to the formation of an effective police 
and constabulary ip the islands from whence they were withdrawn. 

17, As a census of the population of the islands is in progress, any remarks 
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BARBADOS. under this head will be desirably deferred until its completion. It is deserving 
= of notice, however, that in all the colonies the previous returns exhibit an 
excess in the number of females over the males. 

18. Of the productiveness of the several islands, it will be seen that Bar- 
bados, which produced 26,354 hogsheads of sugar in 1830, and 13,898 hogs- 
heads in 1840, produced in 1845, before the reduction of the sugar duties, 
23,841 hogsheads, and, in 1850, 35,000 hogsheads.« Within the last five years 
ai important: change has besides been effected in the rural economy of this 
island, its large population, which had formerly been dependant on imported 
supplies, being now entirely subsisted from the soil. From a survey of the 
sugar and provision crops, now upon the ground, there is every reason to anti- 
cipate a large increase in the returns for the present year. 

19. The returns from the other islands are defective, those of Grenada 
exhibit a decline, although the crop of 1850, which was 5,012 hogsheads, 
nearly equalled that of 1840, which was 5,589 hogsheads. St. Vincent exhibits 
a small increase, the returns for 1840 being 6,134 hogsheads, and for 1850, 
6,603 hogsheads. The improvident system of discouraging the raising of pro- 
vision crops has generally been superseded. 

20. Of the commerce of the islands it will be seen that in Barbados it has 
increased. The exports in 1850 having amounted to 831,6241.,, and the imports 
to 736,358/. ‘The island is the seat of a considerable entrepdt trade, which 
might be largely augmented by the improvement of its port. 

21. In 20 years, from 1830 to 1850, the shipping has increased from 53,932 
tons to 96,381 tons inwards, and from 64,348 tons to 93,303 tons outwards. 
The returns from the other islands exhibit less favourable results, although in 
St. Vincent and Grenada there has been an increase in the imports, though not 
in the exports within the same period. 

22. Of the state of crime in the several islands, the returns are not suffi- 
ciently accurate to warrant any definite conclusions. The proportion of felonies 
to other offences is generally small, and the larger amount of minor offences 
appearing in the returns of later years may be ascribed to the more frequent 
cognizance of such offences, and the notice of them in the returns. 

23. The population of these colonies are peaceably disposed, and if they do 
not exhibit a high standard of morals, they are not prone to the commission of 
deliberate and daring outrages, and in yielding to sudden impulses of anger, or 
to the seductions of dishonesty they have been found peculiarly open to the 
influence of a corrective discipline directed to the encouragement in them of 
habits of industry and self-control. 

24. A recollection of the injustice and capricious severity to which the 
labouring classes were at one time subject, and which to their credit, has 
engendered in them no retaliatory spirit or revengeful feelings, has led them 
to look up with respect to the Government, to whom they have attributed their 
rescue from servile degradation, and a disposition to second its efforts made for 
their improvement. 

25. Their reception of the liberated Africans in those islands where they 
have been located, is a pleasing manifestation of their gratitude for the boon 
accorded to themselves, and not less so their gratitude for the efforts of those 
resident proprietors who take an interest in their improvement, and who have 
thus evinced a humane and enlightened sense of their own permanent advantage 
in the welfare of the peasantry settled on their estates. 

26. It were to be wished that the women were more generally withdrawn 
from field labour, and enabled to employ themselves in domestic occupations 
and the care of their children, who are much neglected, and if the proprietors 
were to assist the establishment of infant schools on their estates, it would tend 
materially to counteract the evils of the present system. 

27. Of the number of churches, &c., in Barbados, the Church of England in 
1850, returned 45 churches and chapels, and an average attendance of 21,860 ; 
and from the returns of 1845, it may be inferred that 14,000 may be added as 
the average attendance at Moravian and other Dissenting chapels, or in all 
35,000, being more than one-fourth of a population of 122,200 returned in 
1844, whilst the attendance at schools amounted in 1850 to 8,824. In Grenada 
the average church attendance was 2,735, and school attendance 1,181 in a 
population of 28,927. In St. Vincent 3,500, and 1,945 attending churches and 
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schools in a population of 27,248. 


In Tobago 6,780, and 1,654 attending the 


churches and schools in a population of 13,208; and in St. Lucia 3,846, and 
789 being the attendance at churches and schools in a population estimated at 


24,538. 


28. The census of the present year will render the population returns more 
complete, and induce, as I hope, more general attention to the importance of 
obtaining information of the condition and progress of the colonies. 

I have, &c., 
W. M. G. COLEBROOKE. 


(Signed) 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, 
&e. &e. &e. 


Enclosure in No, 11. 


Asstracr Returns from the Bur Books of the Winpwarp Istanps for the Years 
1830, 1835, 1840, 1845, and 1850. 


Revenue—In Sreriinc. 


Customs’ Duties. Assessed 
Isnanv. and other 
Import. Export. | Tonnage. | Taxes. 
s. xe x x. 
Barbados . No information on record. 
7,371 1,266 | 6,660 | 25,923 
13,560 A 7,291 | 33,369 
20,653 14,129 | 16,318 
25,935 | 5,807 | 13,908 | 8,414 
Grenada . No Returns. 12,268 
= a 220 | 24,503 
2,238 | 4,097 cle 4,657 
2,749 1,695 ss 8,533 
9,216 oe 997 | 5,427 
St. Vincent No Returns. 15,888 
Ae SGGr|in esc ant 7,974 
No information on record. 
7,990 | 2,886 | 2,671 | 12,385 
9,080 1,571 | 5,654 
Tobago . 1,073 | No information on record. 
910 es 7154 174 
ue 2,413 795 | 2,805 
2,920] 1,285 562 1,733 
1,001 a 453 | 1,362 
St. Lucia . 


2,023 | 2,591 | 1,253 
4,412 | 2,792 910 
5,010 696 


6,746 
6,954 
5,787 


41,220 | Balances 


54,220 
51,100 
54,064 
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24,723 
10,992 
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15,640 
15,888 
12,540 
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year not included. 


223 
2? 
>> 


>> 
29 
Le 
33 
29 


29 
23 


>> 
29 


3 
39 
73 
oe 
3° 


2” 
2? 
2? 
29 


BARBADOS. 


Encl. in No. 11. 
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IsLanp. 


Barbados . 


Grenada . 


St. Vincent 


Tobago . 


St. Lucia . 


Is1.anb. 


Barbados. 


Grenada: . 


St. Vincent 


Yobago . 


St. Lucia. 


Year. 


1830 
1835 
1840 
1845 
1850 


1830 
1835 
1840 
1845 
1850 


1830 
1835 
1840 
1845 
1850 


1830 
1835 


1840 
1845 
1850 


1830 
1835 
1840 
1845 
1850 


ExpenpITURE—COoLONIAL. 


{ Other 


ture, 


‘Civil _ 2 | Magis- 
Govern- |Judicial. Pail wae trates and | Prisons.| Expendi- 
ment, “'| Police.* 
£ £ £. £. FI x. 


8,735 | 368 |3,667| 534] .. | 967 
6,034 |1,133 |3,667 | 400 |12,879 [2,416 
18,452 |3,186 |3,790 | 533 |20,756 [5,847 
5,763 |2,660 |4,918 | 512 |18,254 |1,940 
6,792 |2,596 |5,989 |1,265 |18,392 |2,095 


3,385 | 807 [1,461 | ft t t 

2,822 |2,070] f + + 
2,670 |1,020 11,738 | 80| 1,820] 200 
3,242 |1,020 [2,257 | 300] 1,891 | 242 
3,751 | 820 |2,238 | 550 | 2,341 | 420 


2,133 259 11,613 ae 227 ne 

1,659 837 |1,'67 78 | 1,221 10 

No information on record. 

3,757 |1,495 [2,340 
3,566; 2,844 


.. | 2,733 | 460 
877 | 1,593 {1,011 


No information on record. 

1,380 | 831 990 t 1% t 

1,545 700 |1,133 an 194 

2,052 | 987 |1,060 “a 1,256 
11,710 “ 

9.772 } No Returns received. 
6,877 [2,569] .. .. | 1,544 | 575 
6,581 |2,700 |1,156 500 | 1,385 406 
1,907 |2,923 {1,223 aye 1,072 433 


EE. 
298 
1,258 


18,300 
9,931 


7,069 
12,034 
4,384 
3,682 
5, 864 


10,614 
6,446 


3,180 
2,409 
3,464 


294 
- 371 
1,271 
974 
1,552 


Total. 


£ 


REMARKS. 


14 271 Imperfect. 


26,827 
53,822 
52,347 
47,060 


12,722 
16,926 
11,912 
12,633 
15,984 


14,846 
12,078 


17,848 
16,260 


6,381 
6,581 
8,819 


12,004 
10, 143 
12, 836 
13,702 
9,110 


No Supply Act 
passed for 1835, 


* This column does not include the Stipendiary Magistrates paid by the Home Government. 
+ Not returned separately, but included in columns of “ Other Expenditure.” 
t Included in column of “ Other Expenditure.” 


Year. 


1830 
1835 
1840 
1845 


1850 


1830 
1835 


1840 
1845 


1850 


1830 
1835 
1840 
1845 


1850 


1830 
1835 
1840 
1845 
1850 


1830 
1835 
1840 
1845 


1850 


ExpenpirurE, Locat and ParocuiaL. 


All other 
Poor. Roads, | Parochial Total. 
Charges. 
& £ Se &. 


4,498 | 2,114 | 6,841 | 13,453 
4,965 | 3,065 | 8,026 | 16,056 
4,769 | 3,870 | 7,503 | 16,142 

939 * 4,357 | 5,296 


RemARKs. 


————_—_——_— ——- 


Under the head of “ Poor,’ are in- 
3,491 | 5,005 853 9,349 cluded allowances, poor relief, annui- 
ties, burials. 


cluded in other Expenditure, Colonial. 


£726 Castries Waterworks. 
£526 Mico school’s contri- 


No information on record. 
229 paid from funds of the 
Colony Hospital. 
568 568 
No returns 335 335 : : bo etmh sid cavintel 
received, neludes church land fund and colonia 
1,014 | 1,014 \ hospital expenditure. 
No information on record. 
No returnsreceived. Allowances for the 
oR Ae oe ie poor, and expenses for roads, are in- 
| No information on record. 
| No information on record. 
Includes 
Ditto . 
— bution. 
£1,252 


No returns. 1,252 1,252 


* See column “ Other Expenditure. 


Roads repaired by Corvée labour. 
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ExprenpiturE—Great Britain. 


IsLAnpD. 


— 


Barbados . 


Grenada . 


St. Vincent 


Tobago . 


St. Lucia . 


Year. 


Civil. Military. Total. 


No 3,714 | 3,714 
returns}| 3,979 | 3,979 
re- 
ceived.\| 87,292 | 87,292 
15,022 | §5,267 |100,289 
11,197 | 93,474 |104,671 
1,280 | 23,197 | 24,477 
1,300 | 18,106 | 19,406 
6,350 | 15,998 | 22,348 
No ret. | 11,160 
4,100 | 15,454 | 20,154 


No information on record. 


No ret. | 15,827 | 15,827" 
2,800 | 19,978 | 22,778 
3,308 | 7,953 | 11,261 


No Blue Book for 1830. 


4,760 | 10,677 | 15,437 
4,360 | 10,010 | 14,370 
4,040 | 8,874 | 12,914 
3,690 | 8,504 | 12,194 


No information on record. 


No ret. | 19,290 | 19,290 
2,778 | 16,325 | 19,103 
2,373 | 20,540 | 22,913 
2,497 | 16,802 


£. £. £. 


Remarks. 


The second columns in 1830 and 1835, include 
expenses of works and buildings incurred by 
Ordnance Department. No return from the 
Commissariat Department. 


In 1845, includes Commissariat and Ordnance. 

The first column includes Governor’s and Private 
Secretary’s salary. The Bishop and Archdea- 
cons, with payments to Ministers and Sti- 
pendiary Magistrates. The second column 
includes all military expenses. 


The second columns include the expenditure of 
the Commissariat and Ordnance Departments. 


11,160 | In 1845, includes expenses of Commissariat 


Department. 

The first column includes salary of Governor, 
Stipendiary Magistrates, Customs’ Officers, 
and Postmaster. Second column includes all 
military expenses. 


Includes expenditure Commissariat and Ordnance 
Departments. 

Second column ditto ditto. 

The first column includes salary to Governor, 
Stipendiary Magistrates, Customs’ Officers, 
Postmaster, &c. The second column includes 
all military expenses. 


First column includes salary of Clerk to Compen- 
sation Commissioners, &c. &c. 
See remark for 1850. 


The first column includes Governor’s salary, 
Stipendiary Magistrates and other officers. 
The second column includes all military ex- 


penses. 


19,399 | The first column includes Stipendiary Magis- 


trates and Customs. 
military expenses. 


The second column, all 
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PopuLaTION. 
a 
IsLanp. Year, Males. | Females. | Total. Remarks. 
£. Sr 


Barbados . | 1830 ; 
1835 |+ No information on record. | 
| 


1840 | 
| 1845 | 56,004 | 66,194 |122,198 | Per census of 1844. 
1850 are As “ Supposed to have increased at the rate of 3 per 


per cent. per annum. 


Grenada . | 1830 | 13,832 | 14,783 | 28,615 
1835 | 11,062 | 11,856 | 22,918 
1840 No census. 
1845 | 13,740 | 15,203 | 28,943 | Per census of 1844. 
1850 | 13,732 | 15,195 | 28,927 | Estimated. 


St. Vincent | 1830 | 
1835 No information on record. 


Estimated. 


—— 


1840 ‘ 

1845 | 12,579 | 14,659 | 27,238 | Per census of 1844 
Portuguese . . 2,065 
AMriCane, = - 809 

1850 | 12,600 | 14,648 | 27,248 ee 


Exclusive of . . 2,874 Portuguese and 
African Immigrants. 


Tobago . | 1830 No information on record. 
1835 4,515 5,290 | 9,805 ; : 
1840 | 57502 | 6,246 | 11,748 |(Estimated- 
1845 | 6,152 | 1,056 | 13,208 | Per census of 1844. 
1850 7? | > 9 o2 2? 


St. Lucia . | 1830 | No information on record. 
1835 6,697 7,847 | 14,544 } ; 
1840 | 10,611 | 127046 | 23,657 |{ Estimated. 
1845 | 9,873 | 11,128 | 21,001 | Per census of 1844. 


1850 | 11,687 | 12,851 | 24,538 | Estimated. 


Lanp. 


Area in 
ISLAND. . | Square . of. REMARES. 
Miles. 


Barbades . +. | 26,354 
as 25,272 
Be 13,898 
100,000 | 23,841 
100,000 | 35, *000 | It has been’ found impracticable without legis- 
lative assistance to obtain any accurate informa- 
tion on this subject. 


Grenada . Unknown’ 13, 846 


| 
aa 


St. Vincent 


35,000 | 6, 603 | Information obtained from Returns separately 
| received. 
Tobago. | 18: 97 | No information on record. 


\No Returns received. 


St. Lucia. No information on record. 


rh és 4,186 
259 a 1,988 
¥ “3 3,473 : 
6,896 | 4,935 | Land for the most part cultivated in the sugar- 
cane and provisions. 
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BARBADOS. 


CHURCHES, 
Number " 
of Number a ge 
Isnanp. | Year. |Churches] of Beene REMARKS, 
and | Sittings.| sendin 
Chapels. 8 
Churches, &c. —_| Sittings. | Attendants 
Barbados. 4 2 ae aa repirone as roe hs Returns from Church 
é ’ . . ° | 
1840 5 1,800 | 3,500)| snd hie obey pale 
: Gngland . . 43 | 25 28,855 ||Moravians estimated at 
1845 | 51 | (27,371 32,355 Wesleyan. | 8| 2'000| 3,500 } about 3,000. 
Corrected from amended 
turns since the Blue 
1850 43 22.67, 21.860 | Church of Evgland ti ae Bouok was made up. No 
5) , , 8 Returns received of Wes- 
leyaus. Total number of 
Moravians, 3,664, 
{No Returns from other de- 
|} nominations, The Romau 
Grenada . iene ; 2 pa 1 Sie} Church of England] .- oe Catholics had 6 and the 
1 ’ Wesleyans 1 place of 
A 
o Return from one parish 
| os ‘ a : aoe ae oe { of Church of England. 
resbyterian . o Ret 
1840 13 4,350 | 4,700 4] Wesleyan. . 3 900 900 
The average attendance of 
Roman Catholic. 2 700 | 2,500 Roman Catholics includes 
pi oor co ngregating out- 
side the chure'! 
England . . 9] 3,478] 2,100 |) No Returns from Wesley- 
1845 10 3,718 2,230 eid arog é 4 5 2 ; "130 } ans or Roman Catholics. 
England . . ‘ 835 
1850 14 4,470} 2,735{| Presbyterian . 1 "240 "100 (There are 6 ees She 
Wesleyan. . 4 850 800 ¢ churches in Grenada. 
England . . 2] 2,000 400 | No Returns of Moravians. 
St. Vincent | 1830 8 2,000 al eal tholi : } No Returns, - cr aba pacer ct wir 
man Catholic ship. 
England . . 2| 2,250 | 2,200 |{ 10 temporary places of wor- 
1835} 9 | 2,250 2,200} Niles <5 08 ' - 
pints Catholic 1 } No Returns. 
ngland . . 9] 4,500] 3,900 . 
1840 3 8.500 ‘pou Wesleyan cies ce 4,000 4,000 No Returns of Moravians 
| Roman Catholic 1 No Returns. or Presbyterians, 
England . . 15| 5,450| 4,115 ("sage places of wor 
1845 | 27 | 12,450 | 10,115)| Wesleyan. . 10] 7,000} 6,000 /{No, {fetus from Roman 
Roman Catholic 1 The Presbyterian church 
Presbyterian . 1 id ae aie { opened in 1842, 
a = he 4,850 3,500 
esleyan. . 
1850 | 102 4,850 3,500)) Roman Catholic 1 |)No Returns from other denominations, 
Presbyterian . 1 | 
Tobago . | 1830 | No information on record. eae : | | 
ngland . . : 
1835 6 1,300 1 ono Lehi bi ees | No Returns, No Roman Catholie church, 
esleyan. . 2 
England wo ae ay ans 1,400 
Moravian. . 1 00 oe 
1840 10 4,085 | 1,400 ; Wesleyan. . 3 a o* bx Return of attendance. 
Presbyterian . 2 570 oa 
England . . 5] 2,250] 2,050 
1845 14 2,820 a Waly ‘ ‘ . 3 } No Returns, No Roman Catholic ehurch, 
Presbyterian . 2 570 oe 
England . . 6 4,160 2,930 
1850 13 8,410 | 6,780{| Moravian . . 2] 2,200] 2,000 
Wesleyan.» « 5] 2,050} 1,850 
ie Lesa, po }No information on record. 
England . . 1 200 40 
1840 5 2,300 1,140{ Roman Catholic 4 2,100 | 1,100 
England . . 200 60 || No Moravians, Wesleyans 
1845 11 6,650 6,810{ Roman Catholic 10 6,450 | 6,750 | or Presbyterians, 
England . . 3 500 325 
1850 | 13 | 5,600 3,846{ Roman Catholic 10 | 5,160 | 3,521 
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Scuoots. 
Number of Scholars. 
Istanps. Year. Church Other Remarks, 
of Denomina-| Total, 
England. tions. 
Barbados . | 1830 293 293 
rum ltmecmalt tow. fo. soe }Wesleyans. 
1840 No Returns received. 
1845 | 6,583 | 1,815 | 8,398 | 2nd column refers to Wesleyans. 
1850 | 7,472 | 1,852) 8,824 | Includes public and private schools. 2nd column 
refers to Wesleyans and Moravians. 
Grenada . na at a No Returns from other Denominations. 
1840 588 987 | 2nd column includes 200 Wesleyans and 199 
Roman Catholics. Returns of Church of 
England schools imperfect: 5 parishes deficient. 
1845 749 749 | No Returns from Wesleyans, Roman Catholics, 
or Presbyterians. No Moravians in Grenada. 
1850 804 1,181 | 2nd column includes 377 Wesleyans. 
St. Vincent oe pte mt Returns imperfect. 
1840 782 1,168 | 2nd column includes 280 Wesleyans and 106 
Roman Catholics. Church of England Returns 
imperfect. 
1845 | 1,171 2,208 | 2nd column includes Wesleyans. No Returns of 
Roman Catholics. 
1850 957 1,945 | 2nd column includes 863 Wesleyans, 49 Presby- 
terians, 76 Roman Catholics. No Returns of 
private schools. 
Tobago . | 1830 | No information on record. 
1835 ay ae Church of England. 
1840 297 | 1,065 | 2nd column includes 174 Moravians, 123 Wes- 
leyans. No Return of Roman Catholics or 
, Presbyterians. 
1845 772 | 1,647 | 2nd column includes 405 Moravians, 367 Wes- 
leyans. 
1850 950 | 1,654 | 2nd column includes 538 Moravians, 412 Wes- - 
leyans. No Return of Roman Catholics. 
St. Lucia. | 1830 : No public schools. Two private Roman Catholic 
1835 Returns ampertcct, acti French ee eir. 


In 1840, these schools, 7 in number, were con- 
ducted under the trustees of Lady Mico’s charity. 

In 1845, ditto, ditto. 

Mico and private schools. 


448 


450 
189 


Imports and Exports. 
Te 


IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
Istanp. :Year, From From From ke To To 
Great British Foreign Total. Great British | Foreign | Total, 
Britain, | Colonies. | Countries. Britain. | Colonies. |Countries, 
£. z. =. = x. £. & ss. 
Barbados .| 1830 Records lost in hurricane of 1831. 624,934 136,542 |12,569 |7174,045 
1835 |405,101 | 89,867 | 35,164 |530,132 572,023 | 99,433 1,911 673,367 
1840 | 41,536 |122,590 | 23,482 |187,608 337,102 |123,868 | 4,821 |465,791 
1845 |358,796 111,337 |212,235. |682,368 548,527 132,015 |10,767 |691,309 
1850 |464,651 |119,087 |152,620 |786,358 672,882 (153,324 | 5,418 |831,624 
Grenada . | 1830 8,077 | 53,343 | 16,232 | 72,652 214,420 | 45,143 | 3,700 |263,263 
1835 | 17,200 | 53,610 | 17,170 | 87,980 184,666 24,170 | 2,930 \211,766 
1840 | 10,720 | 57,785 9,418 | 77,923 167,720 | 22,003 567 |190,290 
1845 7,832 | 47,996 | 27,707 | 83,535 111,307 8,538 164 |120,609 
1850 | 55,332 | 51,462 | 26,853 |133,647 || 84,216 | 18,185 | 8,159 |105,510 
St. Vincent | 1830 | 57,135 | 68,370 | 22,801 |148,306 263,347 | 72,161 | 2,534 |338,042 
1835 | 77,723 | 54,895 | 21,689 {154,307 331,843 | 35,280 | 2,925 |370,048 
1840 | 14,395 | 48,437 | 32,105 | 94,937 199,300 | 18,742 | 1,105 |219,147 
1845 | 75,638 | 37,915 | 43,925 |157,478 183,438 | 16,703 | 2,254 |202,395 
1850 | 93,584 | 38,232 | 35,494 {167,310 157,402 ; 12,873 | 2,153 |172,428 
Tobago . | 1830 | No information on record. No information on record. 
1835 | 40,567 | 26,769 5,610 | 72,946 ||102,767 1,461 e+ {104,228 
1840 | 58,729 | 43,911 4,635 |107,275 111,651 1,081 . 112,732 
1845 | $2,871 | 29,123 4,542 | 66,536 || 53,299 636 ee 53,936 
1850 | 17,087 | 30,941 4,547 | 52,575 || 43,479 | 2,012 45, 664 
St. Lucia . | 1830 | 70,244 | 32,167 | 14,519 |116,930 11,796 | 18,640 102,638 
1835 | 41,722 | 37,764 | 13,001 92,487 | 60,524 | 17,565 89,832 
1840 | 75,878 | 21,728 | 15,296 |112,902 75,514 | 10,214 91,377 
1845 | 41,223 | 20,846 | 21,680 | 83,749 || 91,054 6,370 100,695 
1850 | 19,411 | 30,332 10,795 | 60,538 || 40,457 7,301 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 63 


SHIPPING. 
INWARDS. OUTWARDS. 
IsLAND. Year. From From From ore To 
Great British Foreign Total, aoe phting Foreign | Total. 
| Britain. | Colonies. | Countries, - * |Countries. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons, Tons. Tons. Tons. 


Barbados . | 1830 | 19,406 | 23,649 | 10,877 | 58,932 || 24,504 | 33,270 | 6,574 | 64,348 
1835 | 24,851 | 23,928 | 11,840 | 60,619 || 20,678 | 32,320 |12,599 | 65,597 
1840 | 21,932 | 27,084 | 27,252 | 76,268 | 12,209 | 34,127 |27,702 | 74,038 
1845 | 23,965 | 24,585 | 45,992 | 94,542 || 21,089 | 33,056 |39,628 | 93,773 
1850 | 31,677 | 29,170 | 35,534 | 96,381 || 31,019 | 29,357 |32,927 | 93,303 


Grenada . | 1830 | 1,796 | 13,893 | 3,868 | 25,557 || 11,707 | 15,313 | 3,624 | 30,644 
1835 | 8,317 | 17,425 | 2,865 | 18,607 || 10,270 | 17,790 | 2,494 | 20,554 
1840 | 8,336 | 8,717] 3,271 | 20,324 || 5,315 | 9,733 | 5,116 | 20,164 
1845 | 14,727 | 8,573 | 6,187 | 29,487 | 4,851 | 13,402 |11,262 | 29,535 
1850 | 6,195 | 11,495| 4,760 | 22,450 || 5,129] 8,801 | 7,740 | 21,670 


St. Vincent | 1830 | 10,346 | 16,427 | - 5,532 | 32,305 || 12,732 | 17,735 | 3,588 | 34,055 
1835 | 9,558 | 10,062 | 4,484 | 24,104 || 10,187 | 11,262 | 4,240 | 25,689 
1840 | 7,920] 8,462] 5,065 | 21,447 || 6,100 | 11,318 | 5,188 | 22,606 
1845 | 7,548 7,879 | 10,604 | 26,031 || 8,250 | 7,826 | 9,720 | 25,796 
1850 | 8,796 | 10,524 | 7,437 | 26,757 || 8,425 | 11,543 | 6,749 | 26,717 


Tobago . | 1830 | No information on record. No information on record. 
1835 6, 264 3,776 1,601 | 11,641 5,114 4,569 | 1,314 ) 10,997 
"1840 | 4,636 3,487] 1,078| 9,201 || 4,524] 3,857 1,038 | 9,419 
1845 4,230 3,989 1,606 9,825 4,620 5,422 739 | 10,781 
1850 3,638 3,769 1,155 8,562 2,982 4,000 | 1,043 8,025 


St. Lucia . | 1830 | 3,570] 7,457| 7,449 | 18,476 | 4,529 | 7,830 | 7,069 | 19,428 
1835 | 3,377| 6,938] 6,016 | 16,331 | 3,252| 6,788 | 5,962 | 16,002 
1840 | 3,490| 4,437] 3,799 | 11,726 | 2,551 | 4,581 | 4,539 | 11,671 
1845 | 3,806| 4,785 | 5,019 | 13,610 | 3,983 | 5,501 | 4,413 | 13,897 
1850 | 2,635 | 6,212 | 3,009 | 11,856 || 2,956} 6,484 | 2,392 | 11,832 


Co1ns anp CurReENcY. 


Estimated | Estimated 


Istanp. Year. | Specie in | Notes in RemARKs, 
Circulation.|Circulation. 
=. Fa 
Barbados. | 1830 |).No information on 
1835 record. 


1840 | 30,000 |No return 

1845 | 30,000 | 30,000 

1850 | 30,000 | 20,000 | British silver constitutes the entire curreney of the island ; 
no gold is in circulation, in consequence of the over 
valuation of the Doubloon in the neighbouring Foreign 
Colonies, and in South America. The only paper cur- 
rency is Colonial Bank Notes. 


Grenada . | 1830 |100,000 | Nil. Banks or Merchants. Principally Dollars and British 
1835 | 50,000 <7 Silver; very little gold in the country, either Spanish or 
1840 | 20,000 4,000 | British, 


z possibility of obtaining any correct return from the 


1845 | 50,000 | 10,000 |/The paper currency consists of Colonial and West India 


Bank Notes. 
1850 | 30,000 Not The paper currency is Colonial Bank Notes. No correct 
known. information can be obtained of the amount in circulation. 


St. Vincent | 1830 
1835 |( No information on 
1840 record. 


1845 
1850 | No returns re- | British sterling money is the coin chiefly in circulation, and 
ceived. the Mexican Dollar valued at 4s. 2d. 
Tobago . | 1830 a information on 
1835 record. 


1840 | Not kwn.|No return 
1845 | 20,830 | 10,416 


1850 5 Nil, No Colonial Bank in Tobago. 
St. Lucia ."| 1830(| British ne 
“| 18354 |silver and Ay 
1840,\|cut money} 8,000 


1845 | Not kwn. & 
1850 29 5,000 | The paper currency consists of Colonial Bank Notes. 
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GRENADA, 


No. 12. 


Enclosure 1. 
No, 56, May 27, 
Rape 

Enelosure 6. 
No. 64, June 25, 
1&5 1 : : 

Enclosure 5. 
No. 413, May 31, 
1851. 


___Enelosure 9. 
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Return of Crimes and other OrrEnces. 


REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


| Centesimal 
Mis- | Other Proportion 
Isianv. Year, |Felonies.| demea-| Of- Total. with Debtors. Remarks, 
nors. | fences, respect to 
the Popula- 
| tion,* 
Barbados . | 1830 | 27 164 86 277 )| Popula- 52 
1835 | 113 207 W7 437 >| tion not 95 
1840 | 63 | 323 706 | 1,092 }| known. |(193 
1845 | 44 | 434 500 978 *8 245 | Per census of 1844. 
1850 | 77 | 580 {1,070 | 1,677 is 415 | Ditto. 
Grenada . | 1830 is | 10 135 163 *5 9 
1835 1G jj. 782 161 199 *8 eo: 
1840 | 15 29 64 108 “4 7 | Per population of 1835. 
1845 11 21 86 118 *4. 11 Per census of 1844. 
1850 | 21 | 79 97 | 197 “6 6 | Ditto. 
St. Vincent | 1830 | 10 303 ws 313 }| Popula- |f 19 
1835 | 28} {1,230 1,248 >| tion not |) 17 
1840 9 | 207 28 244 known. 4 
1845 7 294 43 334 12 1 Per census of 1844. 
1850 | 19 | 173 16 208 cy 3 | Ditto. 
Tobago . | 1830 No information on record. 
1835 30 | 25 132 187 1°9 il 
1840 30 47 135 212 1°8 20 
1845 58 57 121 236 5 ote | 12 Per census of 1844. 
1850 | 38 | 50 34] 122 9 14 | Ditto 
St. Lucia. | 1830 | No information on record. 
1835 25 | 14 ; 39 “2 1 Estimated. 
1840 53 172 38 263 Lek 3 
1845 13 122 52 247 1°2 Nil. | Per census of 1844. 
Corrected since transmission 
| 1850{ 11 | 398 | 353] 762 | 3°6 16 of Blue Book Report for 
| 1850. 
* See foregoing Return of Population. 
E. Rowzanp Forman, Private Secretary. 
= 
GRENADA. 
(No. 30.) No. 12. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir W. M. G. CoLesrooke, K.H., to 
Earl Grey. 
Windward Islands, Barbados, 
June 30, 1851. 
My Lorp, (Received August 9, 1851.) 


REFERRING to my Despatch, No. 26, of the 11th instant, enclosing the 
Blue Book of Grenada for the past year, I now transmit to your Lordship a 
Report thereon by Mr. President Checkley, with copy of a Despatch from the 
Lieutenant-Governor, containing his explanations on certain points which, from 
a perusal of the Report, appeared to be necessary. 


I also forward an abstract return, prepared in a form similar to the one that 
accompanied the Blue Books of the other Windward Islands, for the past year. 


The Right Hon. Earl Grey, 


&e. 


&e. 


&c. 


(Signed) 


I have, &c., 


W. M. G. COLEBROOKE. 
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(No. 56.) Enclosure 1 in No. 12. 


Sir, Grenada, May 27, 1851. 


I nave the honour to forward to your Excellency the Blue Book for 
the year 1850, with an abstract, or return, prepared in the Secretary’s Office, 
explanatory of the sources of revenue and the expenditure of the colony for 
that year; and two tables, exhibiting the estimated value of imports and 
exports for the years 1849 and 1850, and the quantities of the staple pro- 
ductions of the land made or manufactured during those years. 


2. It is gratifying to be able to report that during the past year the state of 


the public health has been good, and that the colony has been blessed with 
peace, order, and contentment. During the late years of trial in which the 
agricultural interest suffered depression, the public credit was wisely main- 
tained by the Legislature, and a sufficient revenue raised for the current 
expenses; and at this time there is a respectable balance in the Treasury to 
meet the exigencies of the Government. 

3. In the past year there has been, compared with the preceding year, an 
increase in the production of sugar, rum, coffee, cocoa, and arrowroot; and the 
imports from Great Britain and her colonies, as well as from foreign states, 
have considerably augmented. 

4, The seasonable supply of Africans judiciously sent to this colony by the 
liberality of Her Majesty's Government has raised the hopes of the agri- 
culturists; and the people so imported, having quickly adapted themselves to 
the culture of the soil, I anticipate that the result of their labour, combined 
with the good effect produced by their importation on the native labourers, 
will be visible in an increase of the staple articles of produce during the 
current year. 

5. The advantages derived by the colony from this small supply of Africans. 
and the benefits conferred on them by their location in this fertile island, will, 


it is hoped, induce Her Majesty’s Government to comply with the wishes of 


the inhabitants, and the desire expressed by your Excellency, that an early 
addition should be made to their number. 

6. Among the measures of improvement which have been effected it is 
requisite that I should mention the removal of the lunatics from the gaol, 
which has been recently accomplished. The magistrates in session having, 
in accordance with the law, provided an asylum for persons so afflicted, I have, 
with the sanction of your Excellency, had the satisfaction of licensing the 
building and grounds, and placed the inmates under the care of a resident 
keeper and matron, with a medical attendant and chaplain, superintended by a 
visiting committee of justices. 

I have, &c., 


(Signed) I. Y. CHECKLEY, President. 


His Excellency Governor Sir W. Colebrooke, C.B., 
&e. &e. &e. 


Barbados. 
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Enclosure 2, in No. 12. 


Austract Return of the Revenue and Expenpiturr of Grenada for the Year ending 31st December 1850. 


INCOME. 


Amount of Revenue derived from 


Licenses and Total Revenue 


IsLanv. Year. Rum consumed A Miscellaneous for 1850, 
die oi Tonnage Duty. Imports. in the Colony. Fees and Fines. Receipts. 
£. a. @, Liv We de Re ab) a apa als g. & & £8) a. re Fn 
Grenada. . «© «© « 1850 3,023 5 8 997 11 6} 9,216 8 4] 1,706 1 6 534 6 11 YES ON) 15,640 14 0 
EXPENDITURE. 
Bie _ y Total Total : 
Police Esta- | Gaol Esta-| Repairs o . Total Civil | Judicial Sa i Miscellaneous Total 
Texanp, | Year. blishment, | blishment. Roads. Education. |p etablishment| Establish- Beelesinatieal Pensions, Expenditure. | Expenditure. 
mbit Kstablishment : 
& » glo we Gh oa Ge a ge aod) Se a ak wd ee: Gs Ge ai da) Li Sate 
Grenada . | 1850 |2,341 12 0 /420 10 6 |1,243 12 3 550 0 0 3,751 14 10 | 820 0 0 /2,238 10 0 {185 0 0 }4,4838 1 8] 15,984 1 3 
LOCAL. Expenditure incurred by Great Britain, 
Church Land. Colony Hospital. 
= F Lieut.-G 
IsLanp. Year. Revenue in- Cc at Paap “3 a ice! Total 
: fading: w Grant ; ommissariat. orks ani Stipend otal. 
Revenue. | Expenditure. |° of e800 a Expenditure, Repairs. Magistrate. 
the Legislature. 
foe. dal S. pS! £. 3. d £ a a, £ &. d, £. d 


s. d. . & & > 8s @ . oe RAS 5. Tr 
Grenada. . «| 1850 8917 24 80 9 2 814 16 8 934 17 10 | 13,051 9 2 2,402 19 7 4,000 0 0 19,454 8 9 


Indirect Taxation, viz. :— Baa od. 
Imports . . . ° . . ° . ° < A ‘ . 9,216 8 4 
Rum Duty . . . . . . ° . . . . . 1,706 7 6 
Miscellaneous. : . é . ° * . . . . . 163 0 1 
Fees and Fines. . z . . . . : s . . . 534 6 11 
11,619 16 10 
Direct :-— 
Licenses and other Assessments . ° . 5 * » £8,023 5 8 
Tonnage Duty . . . . ° . . . . 99711 6 4,02017 2 


Total Revenue . x “ fi yi . 15,640 14 0 
Surplus Revenue in the Treasury on Ist January 1850. 5 ° * . . é é 6,313 15 11 


Total available Income . . 5 ° . © ‘ «20,954 9A) 


Of this Amonnt £2,648. 10s. 6d, are applicable to Immigration Purposes. 


Enclosure 3, in No. 12. 
Esrimarep Vatug of Imports and Exports for the Years 1849 and 1850. 


* Estimated Value of Imports. Estimated Value of Exports. 


, From Gnited To United 
Years. From British States of Total. Years. sas States of Total, 
ros bey : Colonies America and Great Heitain ‘Cielo America and 
Great Britain. | 1.4 Elsewhere. | other Foreign 7 *  lother Foreign 
States, States. 
£ £ £. d Bi iby de | hu ed agi: 


£. mud . i. ds ey dd £. s. d, s. d. 
1849 45,986 0 7 | 34,887 5 5 | 20,180 17 ll 101,054 311 1849 95,064 8 9 7,006 4 5 2,157 6 10 104,228 0 0 


55,331 17 0 | 51,462 5 4| 26,853 6 8| 133,647 9 0} 1850 | 84,215 16 11 13,135 911 18,189 2 1} 105,510 8 11 


Enclosure 4, in No. 12. 
CompaRAtivE STATEMENT of PRODUCE Made or Manufactured in the Years 1849 and 1850. 


Enclosure 4. 


Lbs. of | Gullons of | Gallons of | Lbs. of Lbs. of Lbs. of ee a 
Island. Years. Muscovado Rum. Molasses. | Coffee. Cocoa. Cotton. whi 2 
Sugar, | ie, 


£. £. &: Si ey 
1849 | 9,470,058 | 244,396 | 92,432 | 8,749 | 374,734 

Grenada . 
1850 | 11,227,353 286 541 | 82,322 | 14,926 438,637 


poe es Re on ie a 
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(No. 413.) Enclosure 5 in No. 12. 


Windward Islands, Barbados, 
Sir, May 3], 185]. 

In acknowledging your Despatch, No. 56, of 27th instant, with the Blue Book of 
Grenada for the past year, I am led to observe that in the abstract return which you have 
enclosed to me under the head of Expenditure incurred by Great Britain, the salaries of the 
comptroller, and clerk and searcher in the Customs, and of the postmaster, would not appear 
to be included in the total amount of 19,4541. 

2. I notice, also, that in the recapitulation of establishments in the Blue Book, p. 124, no 
information is given of moneys paid by Great Britain, the return being left blank. 

3. In the Returns of Gaols and Prisons, there is a discrepancy between those forwarded in 
your Despatch No. 33, 12th March last, wherein the number of debtors and of prisoners do 
not correspond with those given in the Blue Book. 

4, Adverting to Earl Grey’s Circular Instructions of the 8th August 1848, I observe that in 
the list of members of Council the dates of confirmation of several of the members are not 
entered ; and Mr, H. J. Ross appears to have been appointed to the Council on the 12th June 
1846, and confirmed on the same date. 

5. I request to be favoured with your explanations on the foregoing points, and that you will 
forward to me, at the same time, the return filled up with the information called for in my 
Circular Despatch of the 5th instant. 

I have, &c., 


(Signed) W. M. G. Coresrooxe. 
His Honour the President of Grenada. 


(No. 64.) Enclosure 6 in No. 12. 


Government House, Grenada, 
Sir, June 25, 1851. 
In accordance with the desire expressed by your Excellency in your Despatch to 
Mr. President Checkley of the 31st ultimo, I -have the honour to forward a Memorandum and 


Enclosure, containing explanations on the returns in the Blue Book for Grenada for 1850, on 
which you requested further information, 


I have, &c., 
(Signed) Ker B. Hamitron, 
His Excellency Governor Sir Wm. Colebrooke, C.B., Lieut.-Governor. 
&e. y &e. &e, 
Barbados. 


Enclosure 7 in No. 12. 


MEMORANDUM in reply to Governor Sir W. CoteBrooxe’s Despatch, No. 413, of the 
31st May 1851. 


Tue salaries of the comptroller and clerk of the Customs, and of the postmaster, were 
omitted in the abstract return, which amount to 700/., making the aggregate of the expenditure 
incurred by Great Britain 20,1541., instead of 19,4541. 

2. With respect to the recapitulation of establishments in Blue Book (page 124), this 
column has never been filled up; and when the Colonial Secretary was called upon to compile 
this return he followed as a guide the previous year’s return sent to him for that purpose, which 
had always previously been done by the Governor's Secretary. 

3. See provost-marshal’s letter. 

4, In the case of Mr. Snagg, Mr. Jemmett, and Mr. Ross, they took their seats on the pro- 
duction of their mandamus; consequently, the appointment and confirmation appear of same 
date. With respect to those members where no confirmation appears, none has been received s 
and in regard to Mr. Matthew Davies and the Chief Justice, the following observations appear 
in the Blue Book of 1845:— ; 

“Mr. Matthew Davies and Mr. William Darnell Davis, Her Majesty’s Attorney-General 
for Grenada, being the two senior members of the Board of Council at the period of his 
Excellency Lieut.-Governor Doyle’s leaving this island for Trinidad, the temporary adminis- 
tration of the Government would, agreeably to Her Majesty’s instructions, have devolyed on 
Mr. Matthew Davies, or, in the event of his not assuming the Government, on the Attorney- 
General. Both these gentlemen deemed it incompatible with the offices which they held to 
assume the administration of the Government, and on their resigning, with the approval of the 
Lieutenant-Governor and Council, they were re-appointed respectively at the Council Board b 
commissions from Lieut.-Governor Doyle, dated respectively the 23rd and 24th May 1845.” 


(Signed) Owstry Rowzey, Colonial Secretary. 
Secretary’s Office, 23rd June 1851. 


GRENADA. 
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Included in Ab- 
stract Return, p. 69. 


Included in Ab- 


stract Return, p. 69. 
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: Enclosure 8 in No. 12. 
Sir, Marshal’s Office, June 18, 1851. 


In reply to your letter of the 16th instant, received yesterday, I beg leave to state, in 
explanation of my returns referred to in your letter, that having referred to my drafts of them, 
that I can discover no discrepancy, the returns appearing to me to be dissimilar. 

It will be observed that the number of prisoners in the Blue Book is confined to the com- 
mittals of prisoners under 18 years of age, and to those who cannot read, whereas the return of 
12th March last comprises prisoners guilty of offences without any such distinctions. 

The number of debtors in the former applies to those in confinement at Michaelmas, whereas 
the latter comprises the number of debtors imprisoned during the year. 

Have the goodness to state this explanation to his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) Francis Jackson, Provost-Marshal. 
Owsley Rowley, Esq., Colonial Secretary. 
(True Copies, &c.) 
E. Rowtanp Forman, Private Secretary. 


Enclosure 9 in No. 12. 
GRENADA. 


Asstract Returns from Buus Book, 1850. 


REVENUE. 


Assessed 
and other 
Taxes. 


Customs’ Duties. 


Total, 1849.| creases | Decrease, 


Total, 1850. 1850. 


Inport, Export. Tonnage. 


The total Revenue is exclusive of balance from 1849. 


ExpenpitTureE, CoLoniaL. 


$ = . ! 
= s = s . 

r=] 3 = < o 5 a 

= + Fo a a 3 @ ; 

5 ae 3 E} eS 5 co) « Fa) Py 
3: 2 “3 s an] 3 Bs = = % 3 g 
= ‘3 3 é Pe 5 55 rt = 2S 2 3 
bs = 8 

ce; 2 | 312 isa! 2) 4 5 ee 
a s eae 

iS) s = i<s) am ; oe | oo a & i =) D 
£. £. £. £. £. =. £. £. £ £ ke 


sh 


Ge 
. 
a 


3,751 | 820 | 2,238] 550 4,02) 420 | 5,864 | 15,984 | 12,777 
ee Se ee Se en Se os <n 


Expenpiture, LocaL AnD ParocHiaL. 


All other 
Parochial 
Charges. 


Total. Remarks, 


1,014 Includes Church Land Fund and Colonial Hos- 


Included in “ other 
pital Expenditure, 


expenditure.” 


Expenpiture, Great Brirain. 


eee 


Civil. Military. Total, Remarks. 


£. £. £. 


4,700 15,454 20,154 | First column includes salary of Governor, Stipendiary Magi- 
strates, Customs’ Officers, and Postmaster. 
Second column, all Military Expences. 


a Se 


PopuLaTION. 


Total. REMARKS, 


Females. 


28,927 | Per Census of 1844. 


15,195 
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Lanp. 
et 
Area, Acreage 
in Square Miles, | under Cultivation. REMAR«s, 


Estimated 144 Not known. 


eee 
Corns anv Currency. 


Specie in Circulation, Notes in Circulation, Remarks, 


Estimated at about 


Not known, The Paper Currency is Colonial Bank Notes. No 
£30,000. 


correct information can be obtained of the amount 
in circulation. 


Cuurcues. 
Se 
Church Number of Naheror Average of 

of Enyland Churches and aed Persons 

and others. Chapels, Sittings. attending. auaiaae 
ra | mere ese | a a by 
England. 9 3,380 1,835 | There are Six Roman Catholic Churches 
Presbyterian. 1 240 100 | in Grenada. 
Wesleyan . 4 850 800 


ee ee ee ee 
Scnoo.s. 


Number of Increase 


Scholars. or Decrease, REMARKS. 
x 


Church of England 
Wesleyan . 5 «© - 


804 Nil. Decrease of 192 Scholars in 1850, as com- 
377 67 pared with the Return of 1849. 


ee 
Imports AND Exports. 


Value, in Sterling. 
nn nnn nnn nnn 


INWARDS. OUTWARDS. 
. From From From To | Bie h F To 
coat Bain, aah, |. Ream, | Toes 1860. Jora Beat] Botan | Fig | ota, tse 
| me | age 
Peal ae £. £. £. £. ar ae 
55,332 | 51,462 | 26,853 | 133,647 || 84,216 | 13,135 8,159 | 105,510 
Total in 1819 . . £101,054 Totalin 1849 . . £104,228 


Supping, 
NN 
INWARDS—Tonnage. OUTWARDS—Tonnage. 

From From To To 
From To ay . 
sas British Foreign Total, 1850, sas British Foreign Total, 1850, 
Gress Bits, Colonies. Coanttion See ee, Colonies. Goat 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons, 
6,195 11,495 4,760 22,450 5,129 8,801 1,140 21,670 
Totalin 1849. . 19,615 Totalin 1849. 19,920 


Return or CRIMES AND OTHER OrrEnceEs. 


! Centesimal 
Year. Felons. |Misdemeanors aca. Total. Increase. | 1650, ont p| Debtors, 
1844, 
1850 21 19 97 197 ae 8 6 
1849 25 51 129 205 ‘ 7 “7 q 


N.B. The fractional parts of a pound are omitted in the foregoing Returns. 
E. Rowtano Forman, Private Secretary. 
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Encl. 1, No. 48, 
May 10, 1851. 


Enclosure 3. 


Encl. 4, May 15, 
1851. 


Enclosure 6. 
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TOBAGO. 
(No. 21.) No. 13. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir W. M. G. Cotesrooxe, K,H. to 
Earl Grey. 


Windward Islands, Barbados, 
May 15, 1851. 
(Received June 21, 1851.) 
My Lorp, 

I wave the honour to forward to your Lordship copy of a Despatch 
from the Lieutenant-Governor of Tobago, with the Blue. Book of that island 
for the year 1850, together with a Report upon it by Mr. President Yeates, 
and of my reply to the Lieutenant-Governor, referring him to some observa- 
tions which I had addressed to the President on the Blue Book of the pre- 
ceding year. 

Provision having been made for the reception of the African immigrants, 
who have been for some time expected, I hope that the island may participate 
in the advantages which have attended their introduction in other colonies 
under this Government. 

I enclose an abstract which I have had prepared in the form transmitted 
with the Blue Book of Barbados. 


I have, &c., 
(Signed) W. M. G. COLEBROOKE. 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, 
&e. &e. &e. 
(No. 48.) Enclosure | in No. 13. 
Government House, Tobago, 
Sir, May 10, 1851. 


I nave the honour to forward the Blue Book for the year 1850, togethet 
with the Report thereon of his honour Mr. President Yeates. 
I have, &c., 
(Signed) D. R. ROSS, Lieut.-Governor. 
His Excellency Sir William Colebrooke, 
Governor-in-Chief, Barbados. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 13. 

Sir, Tobago, May 1, 1851. 

Havinc prepared some remarks, to accompany the Blue Book for 1850, 
previously to your Excellency’s assumption of this Government, I now beg 
leave to place the same at your disposal. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) HENRY YEATES. 
Lately President administering Government. 
His Excellency the Lieut.-Governor 
of Tobago. 
(True copies, ) 
E. Rowianp Forman, Private Secretary. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 13. 
REPORT to accompany the Biug Boox for the year 1850. 


Havine assumed the temporary administration of this Government, 
only a very few days before the close of the year 1850, I shall attempt little 
more, in this Report, than to offer a few explanatory comments on some of 
the pages of the accompanying Blue Book. In these remarks, I shall follow 
the order of the book. 
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Taxes, Duties, Se. 


An annual Supply Act was passed, and assented to, for the service of the 
previous year, 1849. Under this measure the usual personal taxes were im- 
posed ; but plantations were relieved by a considerable reduction in the export 
duty on sugar, rum, and molasses, as compared with that imposed in 1848. 
In the latter year the tax was 12s. per hogshead of sugar, while, in the Supply 
Act of 1850, it is only 7s., thus lessening the expenses of the planter by 5s. 
each hogshead on sugar, and proportionally also on rum and molasses. 

Many of the assessed taxes are unequal, and press more heavily on the 
labouring class than is perhaps advisable. A labourer’s dog is taxed only 
1s. less than his employer’s hogshead of sugar, and more than the tax on a 
puncheon of rum; his cottage is assessed 5 per cent. on its presumed rental 
value, while plantation buildings and dwelling houses are untaxed altogether ; 
if he presume to own, or even to use, a gun, he is charged lJ. ; his employer, 
who keeps a gun for sport only is charged no greater sum. Even fishing- 
boats pay a heavy tax, creating thus a sort of monopoly, and, consequently, 
enhanced prices. 

One important financial measure has nevertheless been this year effected. 
A “Tariff Act” came into operation on 2nd May 1850; and still more 
recently, the imperial duties levied in this island have been abolished. 

I am glad to be able to report, that the duties imposed by the Tariff Act 
have not been followed by any increase in the price of merchandize ; and as 
they now contribute a very increased amount of permanent revenue, it is on 
every account to be desired, especially for the sake of the labourers, that, in 
future, direct taxation may, as much as possible, be dispensed with. ‘The 
system of direct taxation is not suitable for our labourers ; it takes away from 
them all at once, perhaps the wages of a month; and most of them are too 
inexperienced to have laid past money for the tax-gatherer. 


Revenue and Expenditure, 

a @ d. 

The revenue for the year (including a balance 

on hand (Ist January 1850) appears to 
have been . : : , z 9,440 7 3 
The expenditure. ‘ : : <a8,819 15 

Leaving a balance in the chest, 3lst De- 
cember 1850, of . : a » & 620-12 2 


The finances of the colony would therefore appear, it might be thought, 
to be in a satisfactory condition ; in place of being, as they actually are, in a 
state of considerable embarrassment. 

In this colony, what with the system of retrospective in place of prospective 
supplies, and the occasional stoppage of all supplies whatsoever, the revenue, 
expenditure, and undischarged liabilities of different years are so much blended 
together, that the Blue Book return is of no value as showing the actual 
position of the colony in money matters. The balance in the “chest” 31st 
December, represents, in fact, not a surplus on the year, but the deficit. between 
that sum (620/. 12s. 2d.) and the whole liabilities of 1850, as well as the con- 
tingent expenses of 1849, To these heavy responsibilities the debts of 1851 
have now to be added; and I do not see how accounts can be squared, without 
resorting to a temporary loan, on the security of fixed island revenue, whereby 
the immediate pressure may be distributed over a limited series of years. 


Schedule of Fees. 


It is contemplated by the Legislature to place the Colonial Secretary and 
Provost Marshal on salaries, in place of being remunerated by fees; charge- 
ale against the public, and provided for in subsequent Supply Bills. ‘This 
principle, if carried into effect, will do away with many unpleasant discussions 
in the Assembly. 


Military Expenditure. 


There is no colonial expenditure under this head, the Militia Act being: sus- 
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pended; and no allowances, quarters, or other advantages being enjoyed by 
the British troops at the expense of the colony. : oe : 


Public Works. 


Under this head there is little to be said. The roof of Government House 
has been renewed at the cost of 326/. 4s. 7d., and some repairs on other public 
buildings have heen effected, although only in a make-shift sort of way. 

A new parish church at Plymouth is about being completed, the cost of 
which has been defrayed by the subscriptions of parishioners, a grant from the 
taxes, and assistance from the Lord Bishop of the digcese. ‘This church is cal- 
culated to accommodate about 800 persons. 


Legislation. 


Amongst other legislative measures which have been passed, I may notice— 
1. A Supply Bill, for liquidating the debts of 1848 and salaries of 1849. 
2. An Act for the proper treatment of Liberated African Immigrants. Con- 


-siderable expense has been incurred by individuals in making the necessary 


preparations for the reception of these immigrants, and much disappointment 
is felt that this colony has so long been denied any participation in the benefit 
arising from the distribution of this description of labourers. 

3. A Tariff Act is now in operation; it makes no distinction between British 
or foreign imports, and as it increases the revenue without increasing prices, it 
doubly benefits the tax-payers, although it may, perhaps, diminish the profits 
of the importers. This Act, however, affords undue facilities for smuggling, 
and I have no doubt that the revenue is thereby greatly defrauded. No tide- 


waiters are authorized, nor is there any night-guard to relieve the landing- 


waiters after their daily duties have been performed. Vessels are not required 
to enter the port of Scarborough, but may at once anchor in any out-bay, with 
abundance of time to evade tariff duties, before any officer can reach the place, 
and a free coast after such officer has returned to Scarborough. 

In connexion with the Tariff Act, there was passed, and has since come into 
operation, an Act repealing the Imperial Duties of Customs leviable in Tobago 
under the Foreign Possessions Act. 

4. A law to authorize the conditional granting of tickets-of-leave to convicts 
has also been enacted, but still remains under the consideration of Her 
Majesty’s Government. 

5. A Census Act was passed, but has since been repealed by an amended 
enactment, under which an account of the population of Tobago will be taken 
in June 1951, under the superintendence of the stipendiary magistrates. 


Proclamations. 


Of these the only one I need notice was issued on 2nd December, by which, 
in consequence of Asiatic cholera having appeared in the West Indies, Boards 
of Health were constituted in each parish and town of this island. 


Council and Assembly. 


Two vacancies in the Council have occurred during the year, both of which 
have been filled up by appointments from the House of Assembly. 


Civil Establishment. 


The cost of the Civil Establishment for 1850 appears 
tobe . ‘ ‘ . : ; 2 
But from this sum should be deducted— 
Ist. Payments by individuals for private 
business, such as fees to notaries, to 
vendue masters, and, in law-suits, 

to officers of Court; and which 
amount in all to : .£eae <7 9 

2nd. The salaries of the Loan Commis- 
sioners, which are defrayed by the 
borrowers. é ; : : 


9,625 1 9 


935 0 0 
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3rd. Proportion of undrawn salaries under 
the Tariff Act, which only came 


into operation in May . ; . 148 5 6 
oes 1200018 9 
Actual cost of Civil Establishment ! £8,420 8 6 
Of this sum (8,420/. 8s. 6d.) there is stated to have £. 5, d. 
been paid by the British Government . . . 3,690 0 0 
From which, however, should be deducted the receipts 
at the Custom House and the Post Office, say - 1041 16 1 


Showing net amount paid by British Government £2,648 3 11 


Recapitulation. 
Paid by British Government. : : , - 2,648 3 11 
Paid by Imperial Customs and Post Office ; . 1,041 16 1 


Salaries to the amount of 2,223. 9s. have been paid, 
under Local Acts, to the Chief Justice, three rectors, 
agent in London, keeper of the lighthouse, and 
tariff officers . ; : : j : ‘ . 2,223 9 O 
Leaving unpaid the claims of all other public officers, 
from the Colonial Secretary down to the police 
constable and gaol turnkey ‘ ; + 2.506 19 6 


Civil Establishment ‘ £8,420 8 6 


Population. 


The population in 1844 was stated by the census of that year to be 13,208. 
In the enumeration to be taken in June 1851 there is every reason to expect 
that a very considerable increase has taken place. 

About six-tenths of the island are uninhabited and uncultivated, although the 
right of property has passed from the Crown by sales and grants. 

It is most desirable that a law’should be introduced for the registration of 
births, marriages, and deaths. 


Ecclesiastical. 


This island is in the diocese of Barbados, and is divided into three rectories, 
each rector receiving a stipend of 320/. from the Colonial Treasury. There is, 
besides, an assistant curate, paid by the colony. 

There are also missionaries in connexion with the Moravian brethren and 
Wesleyan Methodists, and it must not be overlooked that these were almost 
the only real teachers of the negro until the island was divided, a few years 
ago, into three endowed rectories. 


Education. 


Distinguishing between quantity and quality, this colony would seem to be 
amply supplied with schools and scholars, there being of schools— 


In connexion with Church of England . 8 
Wesleyans . ‘ ; ; ; . 6 
Moravians ; ‘ : : , sae 

Total . : « 16 


The total number of scholars is stated to be 1,654, which would give a 
centesimal ratio to the population of 12°52. 

Some of the teachers, however, are themselves comparatively uninstructed, 
and of the pupils about two-thirds only may be considered as regular attend- 
ants. 

The colony allows 12/. 10s. to each of the teachers; and with some trifling 
and grudgingly paid school fees (when paid at all), as also some aid from the 
religious body with which he is in connexion, a schoolmaster, perhaps, earns 
nearly as much, in general, as a sugar-plantation labourer. 
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Nevertheless, however deficient are many of our schools, there is not the 
least doubt that the art of reading, writing, and cyphering is gradually creeping 
into the colony. 


Imports and Exports. 


The value of imports exceeds that of exports by 7,111/. 6s. 9d. The exports 
in 1849 exceeded the value of imports by about a similar sum. The crop of 
1850 has been much below the average of late years, and almost the whole of 
it has been sent to Great Britain. 

The following table exhibits the countries from which goods have been im- 
Liaise into Tobago during the years 1848-49, and 50, and the respective 
values :— 


Whence Imported. | 1848 1849 1850 

So Sa Oe Cds. & Ex 86d. 

Tori Great. Britainwe voce onwe wero | 20,69R (2597 ib, Glib Bs 17,087 4 5 
British7West Indies, chiefly Barbados . . 23,609 10 0 | 21,761 10 2 | 28,393 19 9 
British North America . Mee. fs 2,046 16 10| 2,141 2 6) 2,547° 8 1 
United States of America . . »+ «© «© « 1,503 17 2] 2,161 4 3] 2,902 2 0 
Other Foreign States . . . . . . «| 8,151 7 4 1,466 18 10 | 1,644 16 6 
Total. .« « « »« « | B1,002 14 1) 43,449 4 6 | 52,775 10 9 


a 


From the above table it appears that, comparing the imports of 1850 with 
those of 1848,— ‘ 

Ist. Imports from Great Britain direct have been diminished by 3,603/. 18s. 4d. 

2nd. There has been an increase in the value of goods imported from British 
West Indian Islands, amounting to 4,684/. 9s. 9d. This increase represents 
chiefly British manufactures and American provisions imported from Barbados, 
which island is now an entrepét for the new class of native retailers who are 


-springing up in this colony. 


3rd. The imports from British North America are chiefly “ lumber,” and as 
there is a steady regular demand there is little annual difference in the quan- 
tities required. 

4th. The imports from the United States have nearly doubled since 1848, 
while from other foreign states they have about one-half diminished. 


Agriculture. 


The Blue Book states that “ this return cannot be filled up with any degree 
“of accuracy. Various parties refuse to give the requisite information.” 
In the Windward District there is a very great want of labourers, many 
having left that quarter, and established themselves in localities more contiguous 
to the town of Scarborough. 


Gaols and Prisoners. 


There is only one gaol, situated at Scarborough. From its limited extent 
and other deficiencies those reformatory arrangements cannot be adopted which 
experience elsewhere has shown to be indispensable. 

It is proposed by the Legislature, however, to purchase some adjacent land, 
and to erect such additional buildings as may be required for the proper 
accommodation and discipline of the prisoners. 

In conclusion I may observe that although the crop of 1850 as a whole has 
been unusually deficient, yet on those more favoured estates, which were 
enabled to approach their usual average, the result has been remunerative. 

I am inclined to think too that better hopes for the future are now generally 
entertained. Necessity has enforced the most rigid economy in the manage- 
ment of plantations; wages are reasonable, labourers in some localities are not 
deficient, and many more would be readily employed in other quarters at 
existing rates. With present prices therefore a return (by an accession of 
labourers) to former crops, a reduction of freights and of broker’s commission, 
and a continuance for a limited time of the present differential imperial sugar 
duties, I believe that a moderate profit may yet be realized by the British West 


India planters. 
HENRY YEATES, 
Tobago, April, 1851. President administering Government. 
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(No. 444.) Enclosure 4 in No. 13. 


Windward Islands, Barbados, 
Sir, May 15, 1851. 


I HAVE received your Despatch, No. 48, of the 10th instant, enclosing 
the Blue Book of Tobago for 1850, and a report thereon by Mr. President 
Yeates, and I request you will convey to him my acknowledgments for the 
valuable observations and suggestions contained in it on subjects to which he 
had before adverted, and I invite your attention to my Despatch, No. 299, of 
the 12th April, 1850, on the Blue Book for that year. 

2. I have frequently had occasion to notice the unequal pressure of the 
assessed taxes on the labouring classes, and the impolicy of fettering in this way 
the productive resources of the island, and the growing intercourse with neigh- 
bouring colonies. I beg to refer you to my Despatch, No. 368, dated 14th 
September, 1850, and to Earl Grey’s reply, No. 74, of the 1st November, 1850, 
and I hope you will take every occasion that may offer of urging the subject on 
the consideration of the Legislative Council and Assembly. 

3. For local and municipal purposes, where assessments are raised for objects 
of immediate interest to the rate-payers, and disbursed by themselves, these 
objections may be in a material degree obviated. 

‘4, I am glad to learn that the Tariff Act has led to an augmentation of the 
revenue, and which may doubtless be improved by the adoption of effectual 
measures for the prevention of smuggling, to which I request you will draw 
the attention of the Assembly. 

5. The olservations of the President with respect to the undischarged 
liabilities of the colony are entitled to great weight, and I beg to refer to those 
which were contained in the report made by him in the last year, and to Lord 
Grey’s Despatch, No. 58, dated 6th June, 1850, forwarded with mine of the 
llth July last, No. 339. 

6. It would be desirable to obtain an accurate account of all outstanding 
claims against the colony, which are stated to be 2,506/. 19s. 6d., and that you 
should urge upon the Assembly the adoption of measures for their early liqui- 
dation. ‘The suggestions contained in my circular Despatch, of the 17th 
January, 1850, No. 253, are applicable to the case, and I shall be glad to learn 
from you the result of any reference you may make to the Assembly on the 
subject, 

" I will not fail to draw the attention of the Secretary of State to the dis- 
appointment which has been experienced from the non-arrival at Tobago of 
the African immigrants who have been so long expected. 

8. I request to bring to your notice the correspondence which has passed 
relative to the schools in Tobago, and especially my Despatches, No. 238, of 
the 26th December, 1849, and No. 297, 8th April, 1850. 

9. On the subject of trade, the large increase of the entrepéot trade with 
Barbados, noticed by Mr. Yeates, is a fact of great interest, as it more than 
counterbalances the reduction since 1848 of the direct trade with Great Britain, 
and much encouragement would be given to this profitable intercolonial trade, 
in which small capitals are embarked with the advantage of quick returns, by 
promoting, instead of obstructing, the export of produce to this island, as 
pointed out in my Despatch, No. 368, dated 14th-September, 1850, before 
referred to. 

10. I have observed the fluctuating amount of imports and exports in succes- 
sive years as remarked by Mr. Yeates, and I hope the large excess of imports 
over exports in the last year has been attributable to the advances for supplies 
received on credit of the growing crop, under the improved prospects of the 
colony to which the President has alluded. 

11. I request your particular attention to the correspondence which I held 
with the late Lieutenant-Governor and the President in the last and present 
years on the subject of the gaol, also to my communications with the Legislature 
when I visited Tobago. Unless timely measures be taken as proposed by me, 
and referred to by the President, for erecting a new building, or for remedying 
the acknowledged defects of the present gaol, it will be incumbent on the 
authorities to put the Act of Parliament in force against it. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. M. G. COLEBROOKE. 
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Goyernor, 
&e. &e. &e. 
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(No. 253.) Enclosure 5 in No. 13. 


Windward Islands, Barbados, 
Sir, January 17, 1850. 


Havine noticed with regret the embarrassments which have arisen in 
the present state of the finances of the several colonies from the occurrence of 
delay in discharging pecuniary claims upon the public, I have to request that 
you will take occasion to recommend to the House of Assembly of Tobago 
that Legislative sanction should be given when warrants are issued by the 
Governor in Council for sums which are due, and there may not at the time be 
funds in the Colonial Treasury to discharge the same, that interest not exceed- 
ing 6 per cent. per annum should be allowed upon such warrants, and paid by 
half-yearly instalments, to commence from the dates at which they are pre- 
sented for payment, and to continue to the dates of their ultimate discharge. 

2. By this means the warrants so issued would readily be negotiable ; and to 
facilitate the measure it would be advisable that a form of warrant should be 
printed for specific sums of 10/. and 20/. sterling, to be issued in discharge of 
demands on the public. 

3. The dates from which interest may be due to be endorsed by the treasurer 
on the warrants, and the receipts for interest paid thereon. 

4, All sums under 10/. should be paid in cash. 

5. I request you will apprise me of any measures that may be adopted in 
pursuance of this communication. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. M. G. COLEBROOKE. 
His Honour the President of Tobago. 


(True copies, &c.) 
S. Row.LanD Forman, 
Private Secretary. 


Enclosure 6 in No. 13. 
ToBAGo. 
Asstract Returns from Brug Boox, 1850. 


REVENUE. 


Customs’ Duties, Assessed 


and other | Total, 1850. | Total, 1849. See Decrease. 
Import. Export, Tonnage. Taxes. 
£ Sterling. | £ Sterling. | £ Sterling. [£. £. 
1,001 es 453 1,362 -° 


* Balance from 1849 not included. 


Expenpiture, CoLonrau. 


LL ——E—E— 
= * ‘ S 
“ 3 a . * 
aa re Fy » 3 S g | . 
Ss & a a 2 r as cd @ ¢ ¥ a 
=o a — pe} : 8 we] | At a a © | 
Os 3 & § 8 ey og a = ® s a 
6 3 3 3 3 - a $ 3 § 3 5 
So 5 a Bs a a a B & c- a a 
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
987 | 1,060 1,256, 3,464 | 8,819 | 7,415 {1,404 
ExpenpitureE, Locat and Parocntat.—Wil, 
Expenpiture, Great Brirain. 
Civil. Military. Remarks. 
£ £ 


The first column includes Governor’s salary, stipendiary 
magistrates, and other officers. 
The second column includes all military expenses. 


3,690 8,504 
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Poputation (1844), Census of. 


Total. Remarks. 


13,208 | The Blue Book exhibits a Return, in 1847, of 13,027. 


Lanp. 


Area, Acreage 
in Square Miles. under Cultivation. Remarks. 
97 Not known . } No Return received. 


Coins and Currency. 


Notes in Circulation. Remarks, 


Specie in Circulation. 


Nil. 


By Blue Book of 1849, ‘estimated 


No colonial bank in Tobago. 
at £20,830 sterling. 


CuuRCHES. 


Church of England,| No. of Churches Average of 


and others, and Chapels. No. of Sittings. | Persons Attending. Remarks. 
England . . 5 4,160 2,930 
Moravian . . 2 2,200 2,000 
Wesleyan. . 5 2,050 1,850 


ScHoo.s. 


Remarks. 


Church of No. of Scholars, Increase, 


131 
“94 


VALUE in STERLING. 


704 
538 
412 


England . . 
Moravian . . 
Wesleyan. . 


Increase of attendance at Church of England 
and Wesleyan Schools. 


IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 


From From ‘ To To 
From sis os Total, To s . Tota) 
Great Britain.| Qiei, | Gries, | 1860, [Great Britain.| eitsh | horeign | 1850. 
£ £ £ £ £¢ £ £ 
17,087 | 30,941 4,547 | 52,575 43,479 2,012 45,664 


Totalin 1849 . . . £43,449 Totalin]849 .. . £54,537 
Surprine. 
INW ARDS—Tonnage. OUTWARDS—Tonnage. 
‘ F F To To 

From” 'British : Tonigt Total, To |. British Foreign io 
GreatjBritain.| Colonies, Countries. 1850. Great Britain.| Colonies. Countries. . 

Tons, Tons. Tons, Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 

3,638 3,769 1,135 8, 562 2,982 4,000 1,043 . 8,025 


Total in 1849 . . 8,848 tons. Total in 1849 . . 8,255 tons. 


Returns of Caimes and other Orrences.* 


Centesimal 


Year, | Felonies, | Misde-" Other Total. Proportion, per | Debtors, 
meanors. | Offences. Census of 1844. 
SS — eee ees —_— — 
1850 38 50 34 122 14 


34 68 22 


* Corrected from Returns separately received, 
N.B. The fractional parts of a pound are omitted in the foregoing Returns. 


E. Rowxanp Forman, Private Secretary. 
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No. 521, June 29, 
1851. 


Enclosure 4. 


Enel. 1 in No. 14. 


Encl, 2 in No. 14. 


78 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


ST. VINCENT. 


(No. 26.) No. 14. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir W. M. G. CoLesrookE, K.H., to 
Earl Grey. 
Windward Islands, Barbados, 
June 20, 1851. 
(Received July 21, 1851.) 
My Lorp, 


REFERRING to my Despatch No. 20, dated 2nd instant, I enclose to your 
Lordship a copy of one from the Lieutenant-Govyernor of St. Vincent, with his 
annual Report on the Blue Book for the past year. 

I annex also copy of some observations I have addressed to Sir John 
Campbell, together with an abstract of the Returns contained in the Blue 
Book, in the form transmitted with my Despatch, Barbados, No. 36, dated 


12th May last. 
I have, &c., 


The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) W. M. G. COLEBROOKE. 
&. &e &e. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 14. 
(No. 77, Extract.) 
St. Vincent, Government House, 
June 8, 1851. 
I ave the honour to enclose my annual Report, to accompany the 
Blue Book of 1850. 


Sir, 


I have, &c., 
His Excellency (Signed) J. D. CAMPBELL, 
the Governor-in-Chief, Barbados. Lieut.-Governor. 


&e. &e. &e. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 14. 
Winpwarp Isianps, ST. VINCENT. 


REPORT to accompany the Bux Book of 1850. 


Two causes combined to produce an unfavourable effect upon the crops 
of the year 1850, one opposing industry, and the other inimical to natural 
productiveness. The small-pox extended its attacks far into the year, disabling 
many of the labourers, and, for a considerable time, almost suspending work 
upon several of the estates. A continuance of dry weather from the beginning 
of January until the end of May, whilst it affected in various degrees the whole 
colony, was felt with the greatest severity in the windward quarter, where 
cultivation is most extended, occasioned a great diminution in the produce. 

The energy and persevering patience with which these difficulties have been 
combatted on the part of the planters, aided, too, by the labourers, are above 
all praise; and, if I ever had a doubt on the subject, satisfied me that, with 
well-deserved assistance from the mother country, and reasonable protection 
against slave-grown sugar, this little colony will continue to hold a position of 
reciprocal advantage in the British empire. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


1. The revenue raised in the colony amounted to— 
PASGME ule tom ate he Ale eh ee Ed 
In 1849 . . : : : : : . 46721 42" 3 


Showing an increase in favour of 1850 of . £583 yy 3 
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This increase was derived almost entirely from a larger amount of importd, the  ** VENCBNTs 


taxes raised from produce having declined. 


The import duties of 1850, the rates being the same, exceeded those of 1849 
Ran Pe oe can ee ar ord £1,452 16 0 
2. The expenditure of colonial funds amounted to— 
Te 9880) 5) —o' DS eee er eee 1s 44 
But, in this sum is included a debt paid tothe amount of 961 11 1 
So that the actual expenditure for the service of the 


year was . . ‘ ‘ : : ‘ - 15,299 4 0 
Whereas, the actual expenditure was, for 1849, only . 13,994 9 9% 
Showing an increase, in 1850, of . . . ; we cO4 dee 


A large portion of this increase is accounted for in the expenditure of the 
Board of Health. 

3. It is thus fortunate that, notwithstanding an unavoidable enlargement of 
expenditure and an unfavourable season, there happened little or no increase 
of debt. 

Had these unforeseen casualties not pressed upon the resources, a considerable 
diminution of debt would have been effected, as I had fondly anticipated, and 
stated in my Report for the previous year as a probable event. 


Military. 


1. The present military force I consider sufficient to meet any exigency 
likely to arise within the colony, but totally inadequate in the event of aggres- 
sion from without. Should it be in contemplation to withdraw Her Majesty’s 
troops, or throw upon itself the protection, both internal and external, of the 
colony, I fear that, at the present moment, and indeed for some time to come, 
it will be found too heavy a burthen for its resources to bear; a burthen which 
will seriously impede industry, and retard, if not altogether arrest, the progress 
of improvement. 

An attempt was made in 1845 and 1846 to embody a militia corps, but 
failed from insufficiency of funds to meet the requisite expense; and although 
now in some degree recovering from the difficulties of the intervening years, 
the means for such a purpose are smaller than at that period. 

2. The formation of an enlarged constabulary force would, in addition to 
expense, occasion a withdrawal from productive labour. The present police 
force is much too small, but has appeared to the legislative bodies to be such 
as prudence will sanction with reference to expenditure. 


Legislation. 


1. Nineteen Acts were passed during the year, several of them with a view 
to improve the proceedings in the different Courts of Law, Of these, the 
most important is that to amend an Act for establishing Courts of King’s 
Bench, Common Pleas, and Error. Unfortunately, this Act, and its accom- 
panying Rules of Court, would appear to have been drawn without due care or 
extended knowledge, and its practical effects have been disastrous to suitors. 
It must, and will therefore, ere long, be repealed, and replaced by a better- 
digested measure. 

2. On 12th March, an Act was passed to reduce the number of members of 
the House of Assembly from 25 to 19, the qualification both of electors and 
members remaining the same as before. The object of this Act, which is to 
obviate the difficulty experienced in assembling a sufficient number of mem- 
bers to form a “House,” has in some degree been attained, but there still 
happens much delay to business from frequent adjournments on account of 
non-attendance. 

The remedy will be found in not requiring a majority of the whole “House” 
to be present. Five members can conduct the ordinary business as well, if 
not better, than a larger number; and, by requiring due notice of the more 
important Bills, danger to particular interests will be avoided. 

3. A legal provision for the aged and infirm poor is greatly to be desiderated. 
I have on several occasions directed attention to the subject, but hitherto, I 
regret, without success. A perusal of the evidence taken at coroner's inquests 
showed the distressing truth that, in one or two instances, death had been 
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caused by exposure, and want of food and attention. The occurrence of one 
such case calls for legislation. By carefully discriminating the aged and 
infirm, the burthen on the community would be but light. A lunatic asylum 
is also highly requisite. This I have also represented in the strongest 
terms. 

Population. 


1. Much distress was caused among the poorer classes of the people by the 
continuance of small-pox, to alleviate which great exertions, both public and 
private, were put forth. The disease abated somewhat towards the close of 
the year 1849, but broke out again with violence in various parts of the island. 
But, such is the genial nature of the climate and fertility of the soil, that 
scarcely had the scourge departed, when a return to ordinary comfort appeared 
to take place. No dependance can be had upon the “ Returns” of deaths or 
burials in the Blue Books, nor have I been able to arrive at the actual number 
of victims to small-pox. That it very much enhanced the common rate of 
mortality there can be no doubt ; and from any information I have received, it 
would seem that, from its breaking out in 1849, until its total cessation about 
the middle of 1850, from 900 to 1,000 were carried off. This, however, is a 
smaller number than might have been expected in a climate of so high a 
temperature, and, I would fain hope, may lead to the inference that, were 
Asiatic cholera to visit this colony, its fearful ravages may be greatly checked 
by the adoption of judicious sanitary proceedings. 

9. A difference of opinion appears to exist among the planters as to the 
efficiency of the immigrants from Madeira. From my own observation, and 
on the authority of many persons well acquainted with their habits, I am 
disposed to repeat what I formerly stated, that they are not of sufficient direct 
benefit as agricultural labourers to render advisable a renewal of their importa- 
tion upon bounty from the Treasury. Nevertheless, I have had lately two 
applications for Madeireese, but, thinking as I do, they were not encouraged. 
These people wander about from island to island, but this one would seem 
their favourite abode. There are probably more of them now here than were 
originally introduced, although the mortality has been so considerable as at 
least to prevent natural increase. Indirectly, they have conferred some degree 
of benefit upon agriculture, by taking up the trade of small shopkeepers and 
hucksters, and thus converting into field labourers a few of the natives who 
formerly exercised these vocations. They are most industrious in money- 


making, and are, in fact, the Jews of the colony ; spending little or nothing, 


but amassing funds with which to return to their own land. 

3. Lf any doubt exists as to the usefulness of the Madeireese, there is none as 
regards the liberated African immigrants. The progress which these people 
have made is surprising and highly gratifying. 

A great proportion of those who have been here for a year or upwards are 
equal, in some few instances superior, to the average of the natives as common 
labourers, in as far as mere unskilled work is concerned. The climate agrees 
with them thoroughly, and with their physical condition no fault can be found. 
Little difficulty has been experienced in retaining them during the year’s con- 
tract on the estates to which they were allotted, and even after the expiry of 
the year I do not think, although I advance this with hesitation, they would 
in any great number of cases have of their own accord changed service. But 
unfortunately there is in some instances a spirit of rivalry, in the desire to 
obtain labourers, which must have an injurious effect upon the habits of the 
Africans, and which will always, under present arrangements, operate to 
deprive them of the opportunity of steady improvement. They have, I believe, 
been invariably well treated, and would therefore perhaps, generally speaking, 
have been content with their employers if let alone, but when tempted the 
desire of change, from which something better may be hoped, becomes too 
strong for persons of their uneducated and almost childish minds and dispo- 
sitions. In my Report of last year I ventured a doubt as to the expediency of 
contracts for so short a period as one year. I have now no doubt about it, 
practical experience has satisfied me upon the point. Whether the interests of 
the labourer or of the employer are to be regarded, a contract of at least three 
years’ duration cannot be dispensed with, and it is only fortunate in such a case 
that these interests coalesce. 
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4. First, as to the labourer. He arrives here a total savage, and unable to 
communicate except by signs with any one capable of giving him information. 
He is sent in all likelihood in a weak state of health to an estate, where little 
more than attention to his mere physical wants can be bestowed upon him while 
he has not energy to make any acquirements. This state of matters continues 
for a period of from three to six months; after that time he commences to 
acquire a little knowledge of the English language and some information, and 
at the end of the year is in a condition to begin to understand his condition and 
the value of the comforts he enjoys. But he cannot be expected to understand, 
nor is he impressed with the necessity imposed upon him of steady industry, in 
order that these comforts and advantages may be maintained. He has, how- 
ever, a perfect appreciation of the value of money, that is his first acquirement ; 
and at this juncture he is addressed with solicitations to change his service, and 
with promises of better pay. Can it be supposed that he will resist? In point 
of fact he seldom does, and what is the result? He goes to his new master on 
a monthly hiring, and after the first month or two discovers that the promises 
held out to him are delusive. Dissatisfaction of course ensues; he regards 
labour with disgust, and after wandering about in a state of idleness he is 
perhaps induced to resume an engagement, but most probably takes up his 
abode in one of the native villages. Under such a system any attempt at pro- 
fitable education, while it may in theory seem very laudable, must in sober 
practice appear simply impossible. 1 know that many of the planters treat the 
Africans with much kindness and careful attention, having them when not at 
work about their houses, and instructing them like children. But what can a 
savage learn in a year? Little more than an imperfect knowledge of the 
language; and when he is beginning to be fit for the schoolmaster his employer 
loses all control over him, and it need hardly be asked whether he will go to 
school of his own accord. On this subject I append a Report from Mr. Nicol, 
the stipendiary magistrate of the Leeward district. Mr. Nicol seems to have 
considered the subject with attention, and to have arrived at just conclusions as 
the result of observation and experience. 

The Sunday school may do something, and is, I am glad to say, in some 
measure in operation, as shown in the Report, Appendix No. 2, of Mr. Suther- 
land, stipendiary magistrate of the Windward district But little practical 
benefit can even there be obtained: in the course of the first year, and when the 
African becomes his own unfettered master he is more likely to enjoy the 
shade of a tree, after his week’s work, than to trouble himself with learning. 
It is in immediate contemplation to provide for the contracting of young 
persons for more extended periods. This in all respects, and chiefly as regards 
education, is indispensable, and will produce much good. But the interest of 
every liberated African immigrant requires that he should upon his first arrival 
be indented for at least three years. 

5, Next as regards the interest of the employers.’ On this point it may be 
advanced that the planters have taken the Africans, and are anxious for more 
under the existing system of contract. This is true, but it only shows the urgent 
necessity pressing upon them to obtain an additional supply of labour, inducin 
them to run the chance of retaining the services of the immigrants after the 
expiry of the year’s contract. In all cases absolute loss must be incurred 
during the first year, and in every instance it is only towards the termination 
of this period that the labour becomes remunerative. The expenses of pro- 
viding houses, hospitals, and medical attendance, none of which can by any 
means be dispensed with, are such as to preclude any idea of profit, and the 
enterprising planters, who in their struggles with difficulty have ventured to 
engage immigrants, may be left at the close of the year with unoccupied houses, 
to erect which has caused a heavy outlay. In my Report for last year it is 
stated that I suspected some unintentional exaggeration as to the expense 
attending the Africans, in proportion to the advantage derived from their 
services. Be this as it may, more extended inquiry has convinced me that the 
first year is in every instance, more or less, a year of loss to the employer. It 
is needless to enlarge upon this point, as it cannot be doubted that contracts of 
at least three years’ duration will conduce to the interests of the planters. 
They themselves, who must be supposed best to know their own interests, have 
no doubt upon the subject. 
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a 6. The argument as to forced labour, and the expediency of leaving the 
Africans to the same motives as influence civilized man in his exertions to 
better his condition, if of any application at all, can be used only with reference 
to the African, where at least considerably advanced in civilization. It also 
presupposes that his position in regard to physical advantages is inferior to that 
of the native labourers around him, which is not the fact. The rate of wages 
and allowances is here as high as can be afforded, and there is little or no varia- 
tion in the pay on one estate from that on another. The African enjoys from 
the very first an equal portion with the native labourer. It is therefore surely 

‘no hardship to prevent his being disappointed by seeking what he cannot find. 
One provision, however, ought to be attended to, which is, that as soon as the 
immigrant becomes a first-class labourer, and is put into what is called the 
strong gang, he should have allowances equal to those enjoyed by the natives 
of the same class. AsI believe that greater profit arises from the labour of 
this class, notwithstanding the higher pay, it will be for the interest of the 
employer to endeavour to introduce the immigrant to it as soon as possible. and 
therefore to bestow more pains upon his instruction. On the other hand, the 
immigrant knowing the advancement that awaits him will exert himself to 
attain to it. 

It has been said that the dread of losing their services at the end of a year 
will ensure kind treatment to the Africans, but it is not easy to see why the 
same dread should not exist with reference to what may happen at the end of 
three years, or even more. The longer they are continued the more valuable 
are the services likely to become. But the idea of ill-treatment is at least, as 
regards this colony, altogether visionary. Any improper severity will at once 
come under the cognisance of the magistrate, and in the event of ill usage or 
failure in the fulfilment of engagement he has the power to cancel the contract. 

7. Among the various institutions having in view the well-being of the popu- 
lation, a prominent position is occupied by the friendly societies. These volun- 
tary associations for mutual benefit, are peculiarly adapted to the circumstances 
of the community. They are led by the clergy of the different denominations, 
who are thus brought into more intimate and friendly intercourse with their 
flocks, and enjoy a practical opportunity of inculcating the advantages to be 
attained by mutual good will, accompanied with habits of prudence and fore- 
sight. 

Good conduct is universally exacted as a condition of membership, and 
any flagrant breach of morality is visited with immediate expulsion. There 
are in all, in connexion with the Established Church with the Wesleyan, 
nine, and with the Roman Catholic one, numbering collectively mem- 
bers. The rules of these various societies differ little from one another in 
principle, which is that of self government, the subscriptions vary in amount, 
as do also the allowances, in case of sickness or death, in proportion to the 
relative wealth of localities. Thus the rates are made higher in Kingstown, 
than in any other place, and generally in the towns greater than in the country ; 
but they seem on the whole well calculated to meet the circumstances of the 
people. Notwithstanding the more than ordinary drafts upon the funds, 
caused by the small-pox, they are universally in a prosperous condition, the 
expenditure in almost all instances, having been less than the receipts, and 
there being in every case, a balance in hand. With reference to the society in 
Kingstown, in connexion with the Established Church, the Reverend the 
Rural Dean, writes as follows :—“ The condition of the society is prosperous and 
“healthy. Its number at present is 412, and the amount of its funds, now in 
“the colonial bank, is 800 dollars.” The Rey. William Banister, Wesleyan 
minister in Kingstown, writes :—“In reply, I beg to state to your Excellency, 
“ that we have nine such societies in this island, all of which, I believe, were 
« formed soon after emancipation, or between that time and 1840. Each of 
“these socicties, is governed by a president, treasurer, and secretary, and a 
“ committee of a given number chosen from the members. The societies 
“ number, as far as I have been able to ascertain, about 1,800 members. 

«The receipts for the past year amounted to about 4,000 dollars (four thou- 
« sand dollars), and the expenditure about 3,900 dollars (three thousand nine 
* hundred doilars).” 
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The reports of the other clergymen are essentially similar. 

8. I append an extract from the Annual Return of the police magistrate of 
the Kingstown district. The returns of the other magistrates also show a 
favourable result, in respect to the comparatively small amount of offences. 
It is, indeed, upon the whole a well-conducted population, and with firm, but 
at the same time, temperate and judicious administration of law and justice, it 
is easy to restrain most of those habits which are inimical to the peace and 
well-being of society. 


Religion. 


1, The ecclesiastical Returns in the Blue Book, exhibit little change from 
former years, nor do I think that the habits of the people are likely to undergo 
any considerable variation in respect to attendance at places of worship. 

2. A piece of land, for the site of a new church, has been most considerately 
given by the trustees for the proprietor of the Pembroke estate, in the valley 
of Buccament, and it is intended to erect the building by subscription. Already 
has a large proportion of the amount required been realized, and there is there- 
fore a prospect, that the numerous inhabitants of that large valley will soo be 
supplied with comfortable church accommodation. On the 19th December an 
Act was passed, providing a salary of 100/. per annum, for an additional curate 
for Charlotte parish. This is much the largest and most populous parish, and 
the labour of the rector and one curate, are found insufficient to meet the wants 
of the people. 

3. A branch of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 
parts, is now in operation, and it is proposed to devote the greater portion of 
its funds to the circulation of the Scriptures, among the inhabitants of the 
colony itself. 

As education extends, and the ability to read becomes more universal, it 
may be hoped that the general diffusion of the Bible will exercise a beneficial 
effect upon the progress of religion, and accelerate its advance, in a ratio of 
progress more rapid than hitherto. 

4. In my last annual Report, I noticed the existence of a singular sect of 
religionists, calling themselves the wilderness people; any information I have 
been able to obtain, leads me to believe, that the delusion is gradually 
abating. 

5. The same good understanding and co-operation in their all important 
labours, continue to characterize the whole Christian ministry, 


Education. 
1. Total number attending public schools— 

Boys. Girls, In all. 
In 1850). fe 1e8 eam «94s 
Piel 848005." aie 963 823 1,786 
Showing an increase in 1850 of 159 

At Kingstown schools for liberal education— 

Boys, Girls, Tn all, 

Pn T8090) Fah 60 33 93 
HIS49 59 23 82 
Showing an increase in 1850 of 11 


The only school in which a considerable falling off is perceptible, is that for 
the poor in Kingstown, which while it numbered 255 in 1849, reached in 1850 
only 223. This must be considered as merely accidental. 

2. The exertions and liberality of Mr. Snagg, a resident proprietor in the 
island of Canouan, have there established this year, an infant school, in which 
28 children are taught elementary learning. It is to be regretted that a simi- 
lar school which formerly existed in the Union Island, has for some years 
been given up. I understand from the rector of the Grenadines, that he is 
endeavouring to procure its re-establishment. 
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3. Among the lowest classes there is not much, if any, increased desire, to 
send the children to school, the parents and relations preferring to employ 
them in such work as they can perform at home, and if they do send them, 
for a year or two, they are removed as soon as their strength permits of their 
being serviceable. But there is a class growing rapidly into existence, which: 
may be called the yeomanry of the country, and composed of the purchasers 
and lessees of land, and the occupiers of villages, who from their improving 
intelligence, are becoming more alive to the benefits of education. It has 
always been my opinion, that the growth of these villages should by all means 
be encouraged. 

From them will proceed the future tenant farmers, and in not a few instances, 
and at no very distant period, the proprietors of the soil. In the mean’time 
the close association of the people facilitates and renders more effective, the 
labours of the clergyman and the schoolmaster. 

When the population is much scattered, it is requisite to have a larger num- 
ber of schools, and consequently the limited funds and fees, afford a mere 
pittance to each teacher. But as the villages extend, a salary will, I expect, 
in several instances, be given to their schoolmasters, of such respectable amount, 
as to offer an inducement to teachers of a superior character. At present the 
emoluments of the common schools vary from 15/. to 30/. a-year, not equal to 
wages of an ordinary tradesman. 

4. In addition to those enumerated in the Blue Book, there are not a few 
private schools and Sunday schools. At these last, especially the latter, many 
adults attend. 

5. A literary and scientific society has formed itself, in Kingstown, and 
several gentlemen have in connection with it, undertaken to deliver lectures 
upon various subjects, of general information and practical utility. 


Exchanges, §¢. 


A change has been gradually taking place in the silver coin in circulation ; 
and whereas a few years ago, the dollar with its component parts, was in greater 
abundance than British silver, it has now nearly disappeared. The cause of 
this I attribute very much to the increase of imports from America, which have 
been paid for chiefly in dollars. It is to be suspected also, that the Madeireese 
have sent or taken away many of the foreign coins. But although British 
silver now circulates to the almost total exclusion of the dollar, accounts con- 
tinue to be kept in the latter. This is attended with considerable inconvenience, 
and as matters have turned out, as regards the circulating medium, it would 


-now be better if all transactions were conducted in sterling money. But should 


this change ever take place, it must be by gradual steps, as not many of the 
labourers or lower classes generally have any notion of what a pound ster- 
ling is. 


Imports and Exports. 


1. Value of imports from Great Britain in 1850 . . £93,584 
Ditto ditto in 1849 . ” 85,220 


Increase in favour of 1850 , 3 3 £8,364 


Value of imports from West Indiesin 1850. . £27,215 
Ditto ditto in 1849. - 23,890 
Increase in favour of 1850 ° . £3,325 

Value of imports from North America and elsewhere 
SAARARES Ns! yoshi PMG Areata ten ie a OR 
Ditto ditto in 1849. - 9,438 


Increase in favour of 1850 ‘ : 4 £1,579 
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Value of imports from United States of America in ST. VINCENT. 
1850 . é ; : : : ; .-.. «£24,652 (or 
Ditto ditto in 1849 . 24,498 
Increase in favour of 1850. : : £154 


A vessel from the United States of America, with a cargo, of which the value 
was estimated at 1,000/. or 1,200/., was totally lost. 


Value of imports from all other foreign statesin 1850 £10,842 


Ditto ‘ ditto in 1849 9,792 
Increase in favour of 1850. ; : £1,050 
Total value of imports in 1850 ‘ : 5 . £167,310 
Ditto ditto in 1849 : E : : 152,838 
Increase in favour of 1850. ‘ . £14,472 

Value of exports, the produce of the colony, to Great 
Britain, in 1850 ; : : , ¢ , £157,812 
Ditto ditto in 1849. 188,462 
Decrease against 1850. , : . £31,150 

Value of exports, the produce of the colony, to the 
West Indies, in 1850 . : : ; i : oly 
Ditto ditto in 1849. 1,186 
Increase in favour of 1850 x. : ; £1,531 

Value of exports, the produce of the colony, to the 
United States of America, in 1850 . : £1,154 
Ditto ditto in 1849. ‘ ; 243 
Increase in favour of 1850 — tj : : £911 


Value of exports, the produce of the DY, to North 


America, in 1850 2 £3,068 
Ditto ditto in 1849 : 152 
Increase in favour of 1850 " ba ale £2,916 

Value of exports, the produce of the a ei to 
foreign states, in 1850 : ‘ £394 
Ditto ditto in "1849 : 190 
Increase in favour of 1850 ‘ ¢ : £204 


Total value of axeEery the produce of the colony, in 


1850 . : : : . £164,645 
Ditto ditto in 1849 2 190,233 
Decrease against 1850 . . ; - £25,588 

Value of articles re-exported to Great Britain in 1850 £90 
Ditto ditto in 1849 18] 


——o 


Decrease against 1850 . é : ; £91 
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SE VINGENT: Value of articles re-exported to the West Indies in 
1850 4 : : : 5 : - £7,088 
Ditto ditto in 1849 10,164 
Decrease against 1850. F , ¢y' £8,076 
Value of articles re-exported to the United States of 
America in 1850 . : : ‘ ‘ ‘ £478 
Ditto ditto in 1849 . 140 
Increase in favour of 1850. d : £338 
Value of articles re-exported to North America in 
1850 P ; : : ; . é : Oss 
Ditto. ditto in 1849 . 13 
Decrease against 1850. ; : : £13 
Value of articles re-exported to foreign states in 1850 £127 
Ditto ditto in 1849 164 
Decrease against 1850. : ; : £37 
Total value of articles re-exportedin 1850 . . £7,783 
Ditto . ditto mT849 ~ 4; F 10,662 
Decrease against 1850 . F F ; £2,879 
Total value of all exports in 1850 . 5 ‘ . £172,428 
Ditto ditto in 1849 . : : . 200,895 
Decrease against 1850. t 3 2 »£28)467 
Tons, 
3. Number of ships inwards from Great Britainin 1850. “30 ‘of 8,796 
Ditto ditto in: 1849). 31, 8,705 
1,, 91 
Decrease against 1850 tj. F : , 1 ship. 
Inerease in favour of 1850 ; : ; 91 tons. 
Ships. Tons, 
Numter of ships inwards from Great Britain in 1850. 227 of 10,524 
Ditto ditto in 1849 -. 218,, 8,739 
Increase in any of 1850 . : ‘ : 9 57 1,788 
Number of ships inwards from the United States of ships. Tons. 
America in 1850. Fs . Alof 4,884 
Ditto ditto in 1849 . » 86 ,, 4,826 
Increase in favour of 1850 tj. : : ? ORs 58 
Ships. Tons. 
Number of ships inwards from foreign statesin 1850 . 64 of 2,553 
Ditto ditto in 1849 — 66,0 21046 
2 ” 507 
Decrease against 1850 ; : ; 2 ships. 


Increase in favour of 1850 ; é ~ 507 tons. 
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Ships. Tons. 
Total number of ships inwards in 1850. : ; . 862 of 26,757 
Ditto ditto in 1849 ., : ‘ ODL 24.317 
Increase in favour of 1850... : : . oe Lee AA 
Seamen. 
Number of seamen in ships inwards in 1850. 4 : : 2,228 
Ditto ditto in 1849 : A A : 2,143 
Increase in favour of ee ‘ : 4 : . 85 

2 Ships. Tons, 
4, Number of ships outwards to Great Britain in 1850 . 28o0f 8,425 
Ditto ditto in 1849 ~ “SB ) “Oee 
Decrease against 1850 5 957 

: Ships. Tons. 
Number of ships outwards to British colonies in 1850 . 248 of 11,543 
Ditto ditto in 1849  . - 243 ,, 9,178 
Increase in fayourof 1850 . ; : ; 5, 2,365 


Number of ships outwards to the United States of Ships. Tons. 


America in 1850 . : : : : : : 7 28 ot 2876 
Ditto ditto in 1849 11,, 1,247 
Increase in favour of 1850 } : » CRS ys PERS 
t Ships. Tons, 
Number of ships outwards to other foreign states in 1850 58 of 3,873 
Ditto ditto in 1849 73,, 4,399 
Decrease against 1850 . . . a) obese. B26 
’ Ships, Tons. 
Total number of ships outwards in 1850 . . , . 858 of 26,717 
Ditto ditto inl849. . . . 360,, 24,206 
2): O511 
Decrease against 1850 . : ’ : , 2 ships. 
Increase in fayour of 1850. : ; » 23511 tons: 
. ' Seamen 
Number of seamen in ships outwards in 1850 . : K : 2,220 
Ditto ditto in 1849 . ; : ; 2,229 


Decrease against 1850 


5. Having thus afforded a detailed numerical statement and comparison of 
the commerce of the colony for 1849 and 1850, a few remarks may be deduced 
as offering themselves. In the first place it appears, that the value of imports 
has increased, while that of exports has fallen off to nearly double the amount. 
This state of matters, I conceive, points to a prosperous condition of the con- 
sumers, that is, to the mass of the population, and to the reverse as regards the 
producers or the proprietors of the soil. It is, indeed, a condition which can be 
only of very temporary duration, as it involves a consumption of capital. 

6. The largest proportional increase of imports, is that from other parts of 
the West Indies, but it would appear that ithe much larger portion of the 
articles under that head are the produce of the United States of America. The 
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ci fee ENT. traffic with the States is gradually but surely increasing, but there is still a vast 
disproportion between the value of imports and exports, although the latter 
have exceeded those of the previous year, nearly four-fold. 

The principal increase has been in the article of molasses. Under the 
system of free trade and repeal of the Navigation Laws, it would be highly 
advantageous, were a more extended export trade established to the United 
States, but unfortunately the obligations of the planters generally, preclude 
any disposal of sugar, except by: consignment to Great Britain, and thus goods 
from the States, must be paid for almost entirely in hard cash. 

7. An extraordinary increase is perceptible in the importation of building 
materials, viz , timber and shingles; as regards the latter, nearly three-fold. 
Although this may in some degree be attributed to an error in the Import 
Duties Act, whereby shingles were exempted from duty, it yet points to a 
prosperous condition of the general population as my observation convinces me, 
that the consumption of building materials has been caused by the erection of 
comfortable houses, in villages and in small freeholds and leaseholds. A slight 
advance has been made in the importation of guano, which would seem to 
establish the practical utility of that manure ; but I cannot avoid stating my 
opinion that greater attention to, and husbanding of the fertilizing resources 
which are indigenous, would be beneficial to the interests of agriculture. 


Agriculture. 


1. The returns in the Blue Book, under this head are by no means com- 
plete, in respects at least to the produce of arrow root and cotton. The culti- 
vation of the former of these articles has been greatly extended, especially by 
the holders of small freeholds and leaseholds, and it is to be seen growing in 
little patches among rocks in ground precipitous and difficult of access. This 
almost universal turning of attention to the growing of arrow root, and its 
manufacture, by the native holders of land, I regard as unfortunate, because it 
occasions the cultivation of articles of food for home consumption to be too 
much neglected. 

9. I have already intimated the causes of the falling off in the sugar crop, 
but can perceive indications of future increase, from more care and diligence 
in the processes of agriculture. Much, however, remains to be accomplished, 
before the full resources are developed. On some estates, thorough drainage 
would add immensely to the produce, and on others a system of irrigation 
would have a like beneficial effect. I have not a doubt that the investment of 
capital, in such improvements, would even now prove a profitable specu- 
lation. 

3. Attention is being directed to an increase of the cultivation of cotton, 
which has for many years been confined to the smaller islands or Grena- 
dines. 

Whether at the present advanced price, it will pay, the grower better, or even 
as well as sugar, I am unable to give a decided opinion, but inclined to think that 
it may answer on the higher lands, where the expense of cane cultivation, is 
heavy in proportion to the produce. The precarious nature of this crop, at 
the period of ripening demands a sure supply of labour, as the delay of a very 
few days in the process of picking or gathering will occasion a serious dete- 
rioration in the colour, quality, and consequently in the value of the wool. 
On this account the growers in the Grenadines are constrained to have recourse 
to the share system, by means of which, the labourers having an interest in the 
proceeds, are induced to work at the critical and requisite times. 

4. I have mentioned that the return of this article, in the Blue Book, is 
incomplete; a reference, however, to the head of “ Exports,” shows an export 
of 97 bales, of the estimated value of 388/., and there is a prospect of a greatly 
extended produce in the ensuing year. 

5. The export of arrow root, was of the estimated value of 15,864/., whereas 
in the previous year, it reached only 10,867/., showing an increase of 4,9077. 
This increase has, there is reason to believe, been chiefly caused by the enlarged 
cultivation of this article, by the holders of small tenements. 
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6. The following is a comparative view of the more important products :— 


Lbs. Tons, 
Quantity of sugar made in 1850 . . 14,791,840 or 6,603 
Ditto ditto 1849. . 17,168,393 or 7,664 
Decrease against 1850. . 2,376,553 1 61 
Gallons. 
Quantity of rum made in 1850 . . . 169,949 
Ditto ditto 1849>. 3. s, 197,409 
Decrease against 1850 . . . 27,460 


It is gratifying to be enabled to state that this large deficiency is not attri- 
butable to any causes of a permanent nature; but, as noticed in the opening of 
this report, to a dry season, and the prevalence of disease among the labouring 
population. 


Gaols and Prisoners. 


1. There still exists only one gaol, situated in the town of Kingstown, but 
at the different police stations there are lock-up houses, in which prisoners are 
retained for short periods, previous to trial by the magistrates, some small im- 
provements have been carried out in the interior arrangement of the prison, 
and I do not think that much more can be effected, either as regards the condi- 
tion of the building, or the treatment of its inmates. In order to obtain a 
profitable approximation to any of the systems of prison discipline, at present 
in such repute, the erection of a new gaol is absolutely indispensable. 

As far as the system adopted is concerned, it does not seem objectionable, 
with reference to its primary object the repression of crime. Crime appears 
not to increase in a ratio more than proportioned to the growing numbers of 
the people. 

2. During the year several white prisoners have been in confinement, their 
health has materially suffered, and in one instance death ensued. 

This I attribute mainly to the constant high temperature within the walls of 
the gaol, proving too severe for the European constitution. The dietary con- 


sisting solely of salted fish and bread, has no doubt also been injurious. Under 


this conviction, it was proposed to substitute a better and more varied scale of 
food, which is to be adopted after the Ist January, 1851. There has been no 
case of death among the native prisoners, and only one discharge on medical 
grounds. 
JOHN CAMPBELL, 
Lieutenant-Governor. 


AppenpvIx No. 1. 


: St. Vincent, Leeward District, 
Sir, 31st December 1851. 


In compliance with the requisitions of the Act intituled “An Act to regulate and make 
provision for the treatment of liberated African Immigrants, I have the honour to make to 
your Excellency the following Report. 

With regard to the first of our immigrants, those Africans who arrived by the “Amity Hall” 
on the 31st March 1849, I have to remark that a considerable change has taken place, by 
removals from the respective estates, since the expiration of contracts in April 1850. Few, if 
any, have left this district, while there has been an accession to the total number by removals 
from the Kingstown district. 

The immigrants who arrived by the “ Euphrates”’ are still under original contract. There 
is by death, since the 30th September last, a decrease in their number of three, viz., one man, 
one woman, and one boy, leaving 122 still under contract; which shows a total decrease of nine 
on the total number allotted. 

Of the immigrants who arrived by the “ Atalantié”’ on the 22nd of May last, 42 were 
allotted among five estates in this district, In the quarter ending the 30th June last there 
were three deaths, in the quarter ending the 30th September there was one death, and in the 
present quarter there has also been one death, leaving a total still under contract of 37. 

I have already stated to your Excellency that on those estates where both employers and 
immigrants had expressed themselves mutually desirous that a money composition should 
Supersede the primary agreements, I had sanctioned it in all cases where I thought it prac- 
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ticable ; and I am glad to say the change proved so satisfactory to those concerned that I did 
not hesitate even to recommend the like arrangement to the employers of all those immigrants 
who were under indenture, and whose provision grounds had been fully established. This 
recommendation was, however, unnecessary, as I found a universal desire on the part of the 
immigrants themselves for the change; and all those who are now under written agreements 
have cordially accepted of the composition. In no instance have I hitherto had reason to 
regret that they have done so. 

I would by no means advocate the substitution of a money composition until the expiration 
of the first six months of contract; for until these six months have expired, the provision 

rounds allotted to the immigrants would not be available for their support, and it is not 
Fikely they would be fully acquainted with the value of money or with the prices of articles 
necessary for their comfort and sustenance. But after an initiation of six months, I believe 
they are generally fully competent in matters which are purely pecuniary to guard and attend 
to their own interests. In this opinion I am strengthened from the fact that where money com- 
positions have been made, I have invariably found that any discontent, no matter to what extent 
previously manifested, has entirely disappeared. 

With regard to our immigrants generally, I have no hesitation in stating it as my opinion 
that their physical wants have been well attended to, and in proof of this assertion I would 
merely point to the contrast between their present appearance and that which they presented 
on their first arrival. 

With regard to their moral and religious wants, I am happy to say that they have not been 
altogether neglected. Some of the employers have felt it their duty, inasfar as possible, to 
provide for those wants, and have been endeavouriug to impart instruction to the few who, from 
natural quickness and intelligence, or other circumstances, had early begun to acquire a know- 
ledge of our language. Some of the immigrants, thus favoured with instruction, have since, at 
their own request, been admitted by baptism into one or other section of the Protestant 
Church. 

But these instances are the exceptions; the great mass are still sunk in ignorance and 
barbarism, and unless some measures are devised to meet their case, they may long continue 
to be so. : 

This leads me to refer to the views and propositions regarding this subject of the Right Hon. 
the Secretary of State, as expressed in his Circular Despatch dated the 30th of October 1850 ; 
and if in the succeeding observations I should in any way be opposed to the suggestions of such 
ue authority, I can only say it will be with the utmost deference and humility. 

n devising any measures for the education and religious instruction of African immigrants 
there are at the outset most formidable obstacles to be encountered. 

These people, on their first arrival, are totally ignorant of the language in which instruction 
is to be conveyed to them. The respective allotments to estates usually comprise so many 
individuals as to make it unnecessary for them to seek the society of the natives, or hold much 
intercourse with them. They invariably are sent to work in company, their dwellings are 
generally situated close to one another, and it is also natural to suppose they prefer to keep 
within their own circle as much as possible. ‘Thus they come very little into contact with those 
from whom alone a knowledge even of the imperfect and distorted language in use among our 
labouring population could be imparted. It is not, therefore, surprising that at the end of the 
first year their knowledge of that language has but slightly advanced; and to convey instruction 
to them before that time I believe to be generally quite impracticable. 

Taking it for granted, however, that at the end of the first year they are quite capable of 
receiving instruction, in what way can their employers be made responsible for their attendance 
at school? Contracts having expired, immigrants are precisely on the same footing as the 
native labourer, possessing the same freedom of locomotion, and under no other engagements 
than those into which they may voluntarily enter; and I do not think it at all probable that 
they, a rude and ignorant people, by habit disposed to idleness, and knowing no other than 
mere animal gratification, would of their own accord sacrifice any portion of their leisure time 
for the purpose of receiving benefits which they cannot appreciate, or the ultimate design of 
which they cannot comprehend. 

With regard to the expense which must necessarily be incurred in providing for the immi- 
grants the means of instruction, it is proposed in the Despatch (sec. 9), either by tax or a 
dedustion of wages, to throw the burden of that expense upon their own shoulders. This plan, 
if {practicable, would be a just one; but since, in the employment of immigrants, a precedent 
has been established, I am inclined to think that in the case of future immigration a departure 
from rules which had previously been laid down would, more especially in respect of pecuniary 
matters, be attended with dissatisfaction, and create confusion. When once the Africans do 
become acquainted with the value of money, they look to it as their chief good, and they have 
a corresponding reluctance to part with it. This would be more especially manifested if they 
had to expend it upon what, to them, would appear the unsubstantial blessings of education, 
But even if we suppose the immigrants willing to appropriate a portion of their earnings for the 
purpose of securing to themselves the blessings of education, I do not see how they could well 
do so, consistently with a due regard to their bodily requirements. The wages allowed to 
them under existing contracts I believe to be no more than sufficient to enable them to procure 
articles of clothing, cooking utensils, and other necessary things not supplied to them by their 
employers. It is, I conceive, proposed to overcome this difficulty by applying the funds which 
would accrue if an increase of exertion on the part of the immigrants were enforced. But since, 
under the existing regulations, they are bound to labour for nine hours every day, and six days 
in each week, I cannot see how they could be compelled or expected to undergo any increase 
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of exertion. These remarks I also apply to the proposition (sec. 10) referring to hospitals and 
dispensaries. : 

Having thus stated what I believe to be the insurmountable difficulties which would have to 
be contended with in carrying out the details of the arrangements as proposed in the Despatch, 
I would now most respectfully offer for your Excellency’s consideration those suggestions which 
have arisen in my mind regarding the education of African immigrants, 

Presuming that I have shown it to be impracticable to undertake any measures towards the 
education of this people before the expiration of the first year from their arrival; and if it be 
necessary, as I firmly believe it to be, to make their attendance on the means of instruction 
which may be provided for them in some measure compulsory, and if the master is to be made 
responsible for their attendance, there must, I think, to meet all these considerations, be an 
extension of the present term of indenture. 1 am quite of opinion that there are objections to 
such a course, but I believe they would be far more than counterbalanced by the advantages 
which would result from it. If that course were adopted, it might, on the side of the immi- 
grants, be made an integral part of the contract that after the first year of service he should, 
under penalty, attend the means of instruction, and on that of the master that he should also, 
under penalty, see that attendance given. There would also, from the immigrants being under 
engagement to reside on particular localities, be some guarantee that their attendance would 
be regular; whereas if, under the present system, any attempt at their education were made, 
it would in a great measure be frustrated by the unsettled state into which they are thrown 
from the consciousness of a complete removal of restraint in their choice of a master or a resi- 
dence. 

With regard to the expense which must be incurred in providing the means of instruction, 
I have already stated the reasons why I think it would be injudicious to compel the immigrants 
themselves to sustain it. 

Now IJ think it might, if the term of contract were extended, to a great extent be provided 
for by a tax, which then could with propriety be exacted from the employers. For although 
J believe that, under existing circumstances, from the expense which at least for the first six 
months of contract attends the employment of immigrants, and the inadequate return of labour, 
such a measure would be impracticable, yet, in consideration of the advantages consequent 
upon a prolongation of their services, I think a moderate tax would willingly be assented to. 
Nor do I think it would be unfair, in the event of this tax proving insufficient for the end it 
was intended to accomplish, that a trifling tax in aid of the other should be imposed on that 
class of the inhabitants generally for whose benefit collectively the immigrants are being intro- 
duced, or on those articles of produce upon which it was designed their labour should be 
expended, 

I am conscious that, in advocating an extension of the term of contract, I may seem to 
contradict the opinion I have already expressed, viz., that in the case of future immigration it 
would be imprudent to depart from rules which had previously been established ; but this. 
opinion referred more particularly to pecuniary matters, and I conceive that, if it be found 
necessary for the benefit of the immigrants at all to depart from those rules, it would be wise 
to do so only in such matters as I believe would be felt to involve the least amount of hard- 
ship ; and the only hardship which I can see would ensue by extending the term of contract is, 
that the immigrants would have to confine their labour to particular estates for a longer period 
than at present they are obliged to do. In other respects they might, after the first year, or, 
as I would advise, alter the first six months, be placed on exactly the same footing as the 
native labourer; and in case of misconduct on the part of the master, the stipendiary magis- 
trate could always have recourse to the alternative of a dissolution of contract. These remarks 
apply more immediately to those immigrants who may be under special contract, but there is 
another class of immigrants to whom they are equally applicable. 

In the case of children under the contracting age, 1 think it not only (no hardship, but 
absolutely necessary, that until they attain a certain age, and are able to provide for 
themselves, they should be confined to the estates to which they may have been originally 
allotted. 

Possessing the love of change natural to youth, it is not surprising that, when freed from all 
restraint, they should seek to gratify that disposition on every fresh inducement; and, unless it 
be repressed, unsettled, and vagrant habits must grow upon them with their growth, and they 
will merge into manhood, in all probability, a burden to themselves and a bane to society. 
When their employers are emancipated from the obligations which, for a year, compel them to 
provide sustenance for them, how, under any circumstances, but especially in the case of 
sickness, are they to be maintained? In few instances have they parents or relatives upon 
whom they may depend, and their own small earnings, even if judiciously applied, are generally 
inadequate to provide for their daily support ; and if left to themselves, where the contingency 
alluded to arises, their case would be truly miserable. 

I am glad to say that these remarks have not been called forth by anything which has fallen 
under my own observation; but are simply the result of a review of the law affecting immi- 
grants; and although I do not think it probable, judging from my past experience, that any 
of our planters would avail themselves of the defects in that law to the detriment of African 
children in their employment, yet I consider it highly necessary that, until these attain an age 
when they may safely be thrown upon their own resources, some special enactment should 
provide for their well-being and support. 
I have, &e., 

His Excellency (Signed) W. M'‘Nicot, 
Sir John Campbell, Bart., Lieut.-Governor, Stipendiary Magistrate, Leeward District. 
&e. &e. &e. 
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AppPENDIx No. 2. 


Sir, St. Vincent, Windward District, January 29, 1851. 


In compliance with the 3rd clause of an “ Act to make provision for the treatment of 
liberated African Immigrants,” I have the honour to transmit the following Report for the 
quarter ending 31st December, 1850. 

I have inspected the immigrants on each estate; with a few exceptions, I may describe them 
as in good health, ‘The abstracts from the hospital registers show that, durng the period in 
question, only seven have been under medical treatment. There have been three deaths. 

The improvement in the physical condition of the immigrants since their arrival is almost 
incredible. It is equally gratifying to state, that their services as labourers are most valuable, 
and highly appreciated by their employers. They are contented with their position, are 
industriously cultivating their provision-grounds, and have not in any instance complained of 
unkind treatment. 

I annex a Table, to which I beg reference. 

Of the 275 immigrants introduced— 


92 arrived on 3lst March, 1849, and have been 18 months resident. 
82 my 31st January, 1850 E 11 a 
101 P 27th May, 1850 AA 7 mn 


The average period of residence is 12 months. Total deaths, 25, or 9 per cent. This is 
less than the ratio of mortality amongst the Portuguese resident on estates in this district 
during the last six months, although the majority of the Africans were landed in a most 
debilitated state of health, introducing small-pox into this colony, of which disease many 
died. ‘ 

The contracts for service of those who first arrived have expired, and I regret to say that 
35 of them have left the estates on which they had been located. 148 of the total number 
were supposed to have been over 15 years of age at the period of arrival: 43 of those are now 
earning first-class wages. The following is the written observation of a gentleman under 
whose charge twelve of them are placed : “The Africans on this estate (Mount Bentinck) 
are working very satisfactorily ; they have all joined the first, or most efficient gang, and 
perform the full task of work ; they are now, and have been for four weeks, on full wages. I 
find them to be very honest, obedient, and cleanly in their habits.” 

Should further immigration be anticipated, it would be for the immigrants’ interest, and 
their employers’ also, were the stipendiary magistrates required to inspect their intended 
lodgings previous to location. When placed in houses having an earthen floor, they are 
attacked by ‘‘chigoes,’ and many have suffered seriously in consequence. Immigrant 
children, when lodged with the native labourers on estates, experience parental kindness, are 
well fed, and on Sunday neatly dressed and taken to church or chapel. The majority of those 
so placed have been baptized, can repeat the Lord’s Prayer, and 20 of them attend a Sunday- 
school. Under the 10th clause of the Immigration Act, contracts with African immigrants 
under 15 ye-rs of age are not valid; under the 22nd clause of the same Act, any person who 
shall employ any registered immigrant labourer, who at the time of being employed shall not 
have been in this colony for a period of three years, shall engage at his own expense a duly- 
licensed medical practitioner to visit such immigrant labourer, &c.: now, as at the end of a year 
from the period of hisarrival the immigrant goes where he pleases, it is impossible to ascertain 
whether he enjoys this advantage of medical attendance or not. 

I should think it very desirable, were the law so altered, as in future to place the infant 
immigrant under the protection of the stipendiary magistrate until he had attained the age of 
15 years, and the adult for the three first years after arrival; in each case, on the expiration of 
the first year, permitting him to serve whom he pleased on the most favourable terms he could 
obtain, but obliging him to serve some one. This would be more advantageous to the immi- 
grant than entering into contract on arrival for three or five years; and, as it would repress 
vagrancy, and be an advantage to the community, it should entitle the immigrant to provision 
being made for his moral and religious instruction, without which it is already evident no good 
can result from immigration, 

Under the 33rd clause of the Act, it would be desirable were immigrants, on location, 
provided with a suit of warm clothes, and an increase of food. I am borne out by several of 
the employers in the opinion which I expressed in a former Report, that the present allowance 
is not sufficient. 

Food and clothes also have been given gratuitously by employers, and in some instances 
very liberally. 

I have, &c., 
His Excellency (Signed) _ Ropert SuTHERLAND, 
Sir John Campbell, Bart., Lieut.-Governor, Stipendiary Magistrate, Windward District. 
&e. &e. &e. : 
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Tasx exhibiting the Number of African Immigrants located on Estates situated in the 
Windward District of the Colony of St. Vincent, their Increase by Births, Decrease by Deaths, 
by Removals, and Number remaining on Estate on 31st December, 1850. 


Number 
on Estate. 


Number 


Litnted: Births. 


Name of Estate. Deaths. | Removals. 


———_ 


Turama . °. g 16 
Sans Souci . 
Mount Greenaw . 
Park Hill =. 
Spring. . 
Colonairo Vale 
Mount William 
Bellevue . . 
Jambow Vale 
Cane End 

New Prospect 
South Union , 
New Adelphi 
Mount Bentinck 
Peruvian Vale 
Henry’s Vale 


Total 


AppEnDIx No. 3. 


4 


1850.—Kinestown Pouice Disrricr. 


Tue Annuat Return, and the Anatysts of the same, of James Crossy, Esq., Police 
Magistrate, Kingstown District. 


Tue following is a true extract of the 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th, paragraphs of the docu- 
ment, the title of which is detailed above. 
Jonn CAMPBELL, 
Lieutenant-Governor of St. Vincent. 


3. I have great satisfaction in attracting the attention of your Excellency to the analysis 
and statement annexed to this Report. By the former it will be seen, that the number of 
complaints, convictions, and commitments have not greatly exceeded those of the year 1848, 
and by the latter that the great portion of the excess has been occasioned by the police com- 
plaints. When it is considered that in 1848, the late Police Acts had been in continuous 
operation for the five years immediately preceding that year, and that no similar Act was in 
operation for upwards of seven months during the year 1849, and consequently that there had 
been almost an entire freedom from that useful and salutary restraint, imposed by such an 
Act for that period, and that many new offences were created under the Police Act, 1849, 
such as drunkenness, using obscene language while drunk, and using similar language to the 
annoyance of any other person, although not by way of insult to that person, and that as far 
as can be ascertained, from the result of the last quarter, the number of complaints, convic- 
tions, and commitments being actually less than the quarterly average of the year 1848, J 
sincerely hope your Excellency will be pleased with the result and the comparison, 

4. I feel confident that if a series of Acts, such as those to which I have alluded, in my 
Report to your Excellency, dated Tuesday the 15th October, 1850, were brought into opera- 
tion, supplying the very many defects and imperfections of the Police Act, 1849, and the 
police force were placed on a better system that, without any increase of expense to the colony, 
the state of the Government, in this respect, would be still more satisfactory, and the com- 
plaints would soon be reduced to a number not exceeding on an average, 400 during a 

ear. 
: 5. The excess of the police complaints, would appear to have been occasioned chiefly, by 
the new offences to which I have alluded, and I am happy to say, I do not think more than 
two or three persons, have been illegally taken into custody during the year, and those under 
such circumstances, that blame could hardly be attached’ to the police constables, by whom 
they were taken into cnstody. 

6. Contrary to my own expectation, there has been a decrease in the number of larcenies ; 
whether this fact is to be attributed to the complainants being compelled to pay the costs of the 
convictions, and therefore deterred from the prosecution of such offences, to which state of the 
law, I have alluded in my.former Reports, or from the more extended jurisdiction over those 
offences under the Police Act, 1849, I cannot form a correct opinion. If from the former 
cause it is much to be lamented, but if from the latter, it is highly satisfactory. Since the 
jurisdiction has been increased from 2/. to 5l., the value of the property stolen, as well as to 
embezzlements, and obtaining goods, &c., under false pretences, by means of which a much 
greater number of cases are triable before police magistrates than heretofore, 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 14. 


Windward Islands, Barbados, 
Str, June 20, 1851. : 


I HAVE received your Despatch, No. 77, dated 8th instant, transmitting your Report 
to accompany the Blue Book of St. Vincent, for 1850. 

2. In noticing, with satisfaction, the observations you have made with regard to the benefits 
which have been conferred on the island by the introduction of the African immigrants, and 
which confirm the experience of the other colonies, there is one point on which, as it involves 
a difference of opinion, I think it important that I should offer some remarks. 

3. You observe that the progress the Africans have made, has been at once surprising and 
highly gratifying, that a great proportion of those who have been in the island for a year or 
upwards, are equal, and in some instances superior to the average of the natives aS common 
labourers ; but you add that as there is a competition for labour, the Africans, who have ac- 
quired a perfect knowledge of the value of money, are sometimes induced to engage with other 
employers after the termination of their contracts, and, if dissatisfied will relinquish employ- 
ment, and take up their abode in one of the native villages. 

4, You admit that the planters, who have engaged the Africans on the terms of the annual 
contract are willing to receive more of them on the same terms, but you contend that 
to prevent their removal from their first locations, the contracts should be extended to three 
years. 

5. It would be easy to show from past experience the failure of all benefit from the system 
of long engagements, but it may be sufficient to refer you to Earl Grey’s Despatch, marked 
« general,” No. 10, of the Slst July, 1849, in explanation of the grounds on which his Lord- 
ship had directed their present limitation, I would observe, however, that it is precisely because 
the Africans have been placed under no further restrictions than such as are required to enable 
them to take their place as free competitors with the native labourers, that they have made the 
progress they have done. 

6. I would here observe, that if vagrancy should prevail, it ought to be checked by laws 
applicable indifferently to every class, but a desire on the part of the labouring classes to seek 
their own benefit by the change of employment, cannot be so designated. 

7. You state that the Portuguese immigrants, who are indifferent labourers, have superseded 
the negroes in the employment of huckstering, many of whom have, in consequence, returned 
to plantation labour, and concurring entirely in your observations as to the policy of encourag- 
ing the growth of “ villages,” composed of the purchasers and lessees of land, and who from 
their improving habits are, as you observe, likely to become the yeomanry of. the country, and 
eventually the tenant farmers, it is not, I think, to be regretted that some of the most intelli- 
gent of the Africans should be found to join them, and participate in the advantages which 
they derive from their co-operative industry. 

8, As under judicious management they are disposed to acquire strong local attachments, 
the only counsel I can offer to the planters, is to cement those attachments to the utmost, 
during the period of their first contracts. I am gratified to learn that many are disposed to do 
so, and it is probable that greater security in the tenure of their holdings, would tend much to 
counteract the influences which are employed to unsettle them. 

9. On the subject of education, I am satisfied that its diffusion will depend on the measures 
which may be taken by the Government and the Legislature, with the support of the magis- 
trates and the clergy. Neither the Africans nor any others of the labouring classes can at 
present sufficiently appreciate its importance, and I believe that the imposition of a small rate, 
if made payable only by those who had access for their children to the schools, would be pre- 
ferable to a dependence on their voluntary contributions, since they would seek for their children 
the benefit for which they would thus be compelled to contribute, instead of capriciously with- 
drawing them from the schools, as they often do at present. 


I have, &c. 
(A true Copy.) (Signed) W. M. G. CoLeBRooKE. 


E. RowLanp Forman, 
Private Secretary. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 14 
Sr. VINCENT. 


Arstract Returns from Buivr Book, 1850. 


RevENUvE. 
Customs Duties. Assessed 
and other | Total, 1850. | Total, 1849. one Decrease, 
Import. Export. | Tonnage. Ten 
£. Site a £. , ee £. ¥& 
9,080 ear} 1,571 5,654 16,305 15,721 584 a 


a SS 
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Exprenpirure, CoLontrat. 


& 3 | § ae 3 

oO Ky —4 2 =~ ted 

a es & a ae a =] Re Gens er B 
er is £. £. a ne u. ine £. be Bap £ 
3,566 | .. | 2,844) 877 | 1,593] 1,011) 6,369 | 16,260] 15,711| 549] .. | .. 


Exvenpiturr, Locan anv Parocuiat. 


LL LS A SSS sss Sc SSS NEES: UCN 


All other 
Poor. Roads, Parochial Total. Remarks, 
Charges. ! 
£. £. £. £. No returns received. 


Allowances for the Poor, and Expenses for Roads 
“are included in ‘ Expenditure Colonial.’ 


EE 
; Expenpirure, Great Britain. 
ener 
Civil, Military, Total. Remarks. 


£. £. £. 


The first column includes salary to Governor, Stipendiary 


3,308 7,953 11,261 Magistrates, Customs’ Officers, Postmaster, &c. The second, 
all Military Expenses. 


Popunarion. 
| 


Males. Females. Total. Remarks. 


12,600 | 14,648 27, 248 Per Census of 1844. 


Lanp. 
er een ete see enero 
Area, Acreage, ‘ 
in square miles, | under Cultivation. Remarks, 
Estimated. Estimated. 
131 35,000 Information obtained from Returns separately received. 


ses ens as SNES? 


Coins anp Currency. 


Specie in Circulation. Notes in Circulation. REMARKS. 


No returns received. British sterling money is the coin chiefly in circu- 


lation, and the Mexican Dollar, valued at 4s. 2d. 


Cuurcues. 
Church of Number of ber of | Average of 
England and | Churches and st Persons Remarks, 
others. Chapels, attending, 

England : 13 4,850 | 3,500 No Moravians in St. Vincent. 
Wesleyan . 87 te a 
Presbyterian 1 } Information as to sittings and attendance 
Rom. Catholic 1 ie = not given in the Returns. 


te essences 
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Scuoo.ts. 
Number of Increase © 
Chel of Scholars. fetacen REMARKS. 

England ; 957 97 
Wesleyan. 863 43 ; 
Drechytevian: 49 15 Public Schools. 
Rom. Catholic 76 4 

Total 1,945 159 


Ee 


Vator, in Sterling. 


IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
From From | From Total, , To To To Total, 
Great Britain. Br itish Foreign 1850. Great Britain.| British Foreign 1850. 
Colonies. | Countries. Colonies. Countries. 
ee <. x ne Sa x. ne a. 
93 ,584 88, 232 35 , 494 167,310 157,402 12,873 2,153 172,428 
Total in 1849 . . 152,838 Total in 1849 . . 200,895 


SHIPPING. 


INWARDS—Tonnayge. OUTWARDS—Tonnage. 


From 


To To To 


From From : Total, eh fi Total, 
Great Britain.) British Foreign 1850. |IGreat Britain.) British Foreign 1850. 
Colonies. Countries. Colonies, Countries, 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
8,796 10,524 7,437 26,1157 8,425 11,543 6,749 26,717 
Totalin 1849 . . 24,316 Totalin 1849 . . 24,206 


Returns or CRIMES AND OTHER OFFENCES. 


Centesimal 
Proportion 
per Census. 


Other 
Offences. 


Felons. |Misdemeanors, Decrease. Debtors. 


Year. airy 


N.B.—The fractional parts of a pound are omitted in the foregoing Returns. 
E. Row ann Forman, Private Secretary. 


ST. LUCIA. 


(No. 37.) No. 15. 
Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir W. M. G. Cotesrooxe, K.H., to 
Earl Grey. 
Windward Islands: Barbados, 
My Lorp, May 13, 1851. 


(Received June 9, 1851.) 


I rRANSMir to your Lordship the Blue Book of St. Lucia, with the usual 
Report thereon, in original, from the Lieutenant-Governor. : 
I annex also, for your Lordship’s information a return compiled {rom the Blue 


Dated May 8, 1851, Book, and containing, in an abstract form, the various details comprised in it. 


Enclosure 3. 


I am, &c., 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, W. M. G. COLEBROOKE. 


&e. &e. &e. 


(Signed) 
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(No. 66.) Enclosure 1 in No. 15. 
Sir, Government House, May 8, 1851. 


I nave the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book for the year 
1850. 

2. I have so recently reported, at considerable length, upon the prospects and 
condition of the colony generally, that I confine myself upon the present occasion, 
to briefly pointing out the results which are indicated by the principal Returns, 
merely observing, that the sales of estates which have taken place since the com- 
mencement of the present year, amply prove, both by the prices realized, and the 
number of contending purchasers, that the opinion I have ventured to advance, 
that profitable returns from the cultivation of the cane may be reasonably 
expected, are now acquiesced in by many of the planting body; and amongst these 
I might particularly instance one gentleman, who, possessed of much experience 
and practical skill, had but recently given publicity to views of a very opposite 
tendency. 

3. The estimated expenditure for the year, including supplementary estimates, 
amounted to 11,130/. 17s. 8d. sterling. ‘The actual expenditure on account of 
the year, and excluding the arrears of 1849, amounted to 10,9321. 12s, 44d., 
part of which does not appear in the Blue Book Return, having been paid during 
the first quarter of the present year. This slight decrease upon the estimate has 
been occasioned by a new and less costly judicial system having been brought 
into operation in the month of September, 1850, by which a saving of 1807. 11s. Id. 
upon the remaining portion of the year was accomplished. 

4. The actual revenue collected in, and on account of the year 1850, appears to 
have been 117,492 11s. lld., a sum amply suflicient to cover the expenditure, 
without noticing the uncollected arrears, amounting to about 700/.; and this sum 
would have been considerably augmented but for the failure of the rum duties, 
which were estimated at 3,500/.: but owing to the imperfect system of levy 
adopted, realized only about 1,2007. 


5. The revenue collected in the year 1849 appears to have been in excess of 


that collected in the year 1850 by the sum of 1,244/. 16s. 03d. 

6. The total military expenditure is stated at 16,802/. 2s. ld. against 
14,4211. 18s, 9d. in the year 1849. The increase appears to have taken place 
entirely in the Commissariat expenditure. 

7. Under the head of Public Works, the repairs of the wharfs of Castries, at an 
expenditure of 340/, is the only work of importance, commenced or completed 
within the year. 

8. In the Legislative department, several Orders of Her Majesty in Council, 
and Ordinances of the Local Legislature, came into operation; amongst the most 
important of which, may be mentioned those establishing the new system of 
administering justice, under which the Criminal Court is held by the Chief 
Justice of Barbados, visiting the island three times a year for that purpose. The 
Chief Justice holds also a Court of Appeal from the decisions of the Puisne 
Judge, who is resident in the island; and in whose hands the administration of 
civil justice, in all cases where a value of above 8/. is involved, is at present 
exclusively placed. 

9. An Ordinance protecting the claims of labourers under the Metairie system ; 
one, defining the law relating to trespass by animals, and a third for promoting 
African immigration, are peculiarly calculated to remove grievances of long 
standing, and to promote the general prosperity. 

10. I lament to report, that the Returns under the head of Education show a 
decrease of four schools and 184 scholars ; as 125 of the latter were attendants at 
the discontinued schools, the falling off in attendance, even upon those schools still 
in operation, amounts to 69. The schools to which these facts relate, were 
entirely maintained by the contributions of the scholars; and it is so far satisfac- 
tory to state, that the number of attendants at the schovls, conducted under the 
trustees of the Mico Charity, and to the support of which 500J. a-year has been 
hitherto contributed by the local authorities, as well as those at the Infant 
Schools in the towns of Castries and Souffriere, have slightly increased. 

I may add, that since the close of the year 1850, a school has been established 
by the Superintendent of Mico Schools in the 5th district, which has long been 
destitute of any means of education, and that the effort promises to be attended 
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with success. The Roman Catholic curé of Dennery had, in the course of last 
year, succeeded in opening a school in the same district; but his sudden death at 
once put an end to the expectations which were entertained of its satisfactory 
progress. 

11. The imports are valued at 60,5381. as against 51,260/. in 1849, and the 
exports at 49,1271. as against 57,6197. in 1849; but the average net value of 
sugar seems to be calculated for both years alike, at 10s. 3d., which clearly leads 
to erroneous conclusions, since the average price of sugar in England for 1850, as 
calculated by the “ Gazette” prices, after paying duty and charges was about 19s. a 
ewt ; and that for 1849 will be found to be about 2s. less, making the more pro- 
bable net value of the sugar exported in 1850 (58,309 ewt.), 56,3947. as against 
the probable net value of that exported in 1849 (70,311 ewt.), 59,7641. 

12. The population of the colony was increased by the arrival of about 754 
African immigrants in the months of January and June, last year. These, 
although in a less favourable state of health than the preceding supplies, have 
upon the whole given satisfaction to their employers, and the planting body gene- 
rally express themselves fully prepared to receive and find remunerative work fora 
much larger namber than, I fear, there is any prospect of obtaining. ‘The physical 
condition of the immigrants is highly satisfactory, and I have reason to believe, 
that by the measures in contemplation, in regard to the allotment of future arrivals, 
more effectual provision will be made for their moral and intellectual improvement. 

13. In concluding this Report, I am anxious to draw attention to a fact, which, 
considering the extreme disrepute in which St. Lucia was once held, as the most 
unhealthy amongst our West Indian colonies, is undoubtedly one of great interest 
The impression I refer to, was principally derived from the returns of mortality of 
the troops stationed at Morne Fortuné, and from the same source I now draw the 
information, from which conclusions of a very opposite character may be formed. 

Two companies of the 54th Regiment, averaging in strength about 17 5, 
including officers and non-commissioned officers, have been stationed in that 
garrison since the 7th of March, 1848. Up to the 3lst Marck in the present 
year, the total number of deaths was 10; 3 in the first year, 3 in the second. and 
4 in the third ; of these, there were occasioned by— 


Remittent fever 2 
Dysentery : , 2 ] 
Consumption 5 : A ; ; 3 
Chronic catarrh . : r A - 1 
Delirium tremens 7 : ‘ 2 
Accident . ; : : 3 ~ 1 

Total : c : Ore OLB 


Out of an annual average strength of about 13 women and 26 children, two 


children only have died. eae 
I need scarcely observe, that the island has happily been free from epidemic fever 


during the period referred to. 


Tam, &c., 
(Signed) C. H. Daruine, Lieut.-Governor. 
His Excellency Sir W. M. G. Colebrooke, C.B., K.H. 
&e. &c. &e. 
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REVENUE. 
Customs’ Duties. | Assessed . | Deeredse: 
| and other | Total, 1850. | Total, 1849. | Increase. | 1850. 
Import. Export. Tonnage. | Taxes. : | 
eae sp £. £: £: £. &. x 
5,010 aS 696 5,187 11,493 12,737 Aral: 1,244 
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Expenpiture, CoLoniat. 


4 a 4 ; f 

5 2 ; Z 3 ge | 

Fs <= is 3 A= ie . 2 % | y ¢ . 

6.1 2] a | 3 fads elegy ot ee de | 2 

eet 2 a £228 s eee oo | & 

BR) 2 a a ‘ooo =| Siedler bae || icra ua 

ic Pe Si. | cl £. < £4 £. 
1,907 | 2,923] 1,223 1,552 | 9,110 | 11,841 x ey & 21 ae 


Exrenpiture, Locar anp Psrocurat. 


a Te ees 


All other 
Poor, Roads, Parochial Total. Remarks. 
Charges. 
2ft ee Le a ee ee 
ap aoe os oF 


Includes £726 Castries’ Water-works. 

: tare 1,252 1,252 3» £526 Mico Schools’ Contribution. 
Roads repaired by Corvée labour. 
eee eee 


Expenpiturer, Grear Briain. 


Civil. Military. | Total. Remarks. 


ae Se na 
2,497 | 16,802 | 19,299 


PopuLaTion (ESTIMATED). 


ra cena oc aman ce eremenne: 


thet er NB ts AA ABREU rT MAAR OAR AEH inka ire ha sd MEO 


Males. Females. Total. 3 Remakks. 


11,687 | 12,851 24,538 | By Census of 1844, 21,000 
I a aE 


Lanp. 
a ee eee ee ee 
Area, Acreage 
in square files, under Cultivation. Remarxs. 
259 | 6,896 Land for the most part cultivated in Sugar-cane and Provisions. 


UU UE ETI EIINIIreeeeemee ee 


Coins anp CurRRENCY. 


Specie in Circulation. Notes in Circulation. Remarks. 
Not known. Estimated at £5,000 | The Paper Currency consists of Colonial Bank 
sterling. Notes. 
—_— 
Cuurcuts. 
Church of Number of Nanibarof Average of 
England Churches and Sittings. Persons Remarks. 
and all others. Chapels. ; attending. | 
Protestant . 3 500 325 nore se 
Rom. Catholic 10 5,100 521 : J as 
| 
Scuoo.s. 


Number of Decrease , R 
Scholars, 1850. since 1849, EMARKS, 
ee | ao Sree oes a ee 
Church of England. 789 180 Mico and Private Schools. 


Moravian. . « . = sis | gets 


Wesleyan. . © was 
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Vauvz, in Sterling. 


IMPORTS. | EXPORTS. 
From From From Total, | T oe bale Total 
Great Britain] British Foreign 1880. Great Britain, British Foreign 1850. 
Colonies. Countries. | Colonies. Countries. 
£. ee Pe: in ee £. £. £. 
19,411 30,332 10,795 60,538 40,457 7,301 1,369 49,127 


Total in 1849. . . £51,260 | Total in 1849. . . £57,619 


a 


Su1ppine. 


INWARDS—Tonnage. OUTWARDS—Tonnage. 
From From | From Total To To To Total, 
Great Britain.| British Foreign 1856.  |\Great Britain, British Foreign 1850. 
| Colonies. Countries. Colonies. Countries. 
ioe a 7 | a a ge| woe 
Tons. | Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons, 
2,635 | 6,212 | 3,009 11,856 2,956 6,484 2,392 11,8382 
| ; 
Totalin 1849 . . . 10,893 Total in 1849.0 ss 11581 


a 


Return or Crimes AnD Orrences.* 


Centesimal 


Year. Felons, |Misdemeanors. Other Total. Increase. | Decrease. | Proportion || Debtors. 
Offences. per Census of 
1844, 
1850 18 13 216 247 16 
1849 16 37 170 223 21 


* Corrected from Returns separately received. 
N.B. The fractional parts of a pound are omitted in the foregoing Returns. 


E. Rowtanp Forman, Private Secretary. 
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(No. 31.) No. 16. 
Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Mackintosu to Earl GREY. 


Leeward Islands, Antigua, April 14, 1851. 
(Received May 8, 1851.) 
My Lorp, 
I nave the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book of this island 


for 1850. 
Revenue. 

2. A considerable increase (amounting to 2,436/, 1s, 1d.) is first to be 
observed in the revenue as compared with that of the preceding year. This is 
to be referred to the increased produce of the existing tariff (under which 
nearly four-fifths of the whole revenue is raised), and particularly to the 
reimposition (as announced to your Lordship) of the duties, which, towards 
the close of 1848, had been removed from the articles of corn-meal and fish. 
As the increased rates of duties have been in existence only for about six 
months of the term comprised within this Report, the future results will, under 
similar circumstances, be comparatively more favourable. 
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Expenditure. 


3. The expenditure has been within the revenue by a sum of 1,021. 11s. 8d. 


Local Revenues. 


4. While in this island the machinery of raising rates for the relief of the 
poor has been left with each individual parish, a system has been allowed to 
establish itself under which the ‘chief part of the expense under this head is 
defrayed by a grant made in advance on an annual estimate by the Legislature 
from the Island Treasury to the individual vestry. This somewhat compli- 
cated arrangement there is apparently great disinclination to amend. The 
effect of it is, that the scope of the taxing power vested in each parochial vestry 
is merely limited in practice to the raising of the stipend of the incumbent and 
the salary of the parish officers. 

5. As is perhaps to a certain degree inevitable in the present state of society, 
considerable laxity I fear exists in scrutinizing the claims upon public charity. 
In the parish of St. John, containing the metropolis of the island, the outlay on 
account of the poor (in the shape almost entirely of out-door relief) has 
become so onerous as to have attracted public attention. What would seem 
the natural remedy of extending the area of assessment to that of the whole 
island, together with perhaps the establishment of a general workhouse, is still 
probably distant. A singular disinclination to changes of any sort is, I am 
afraid, imputable generally to the public sentiment of this isiand, which, 
however, if it withstands improvement, at least argues content. 


Public Works. 


6. The roads may be reported to be generally in a highly satisfactory state. 
No visitation has occurred within the past year to impair the stability of the 
public buildings; while, with the exception of the district chapel of All 
Saints, and one or two other smaller chapels, the marks of previous devastation 
are speedily disappearing. 

Legislation. 


7. The Act for regulating the collection of the Customs’ Revenue, and also 
that for the management of the Highways, both passed at the commencement 
of the year, are the most important measures which have become law during 
its course, and, together with others which I need not stop to specify, evince 
that the Legislature has not been altogether indifferent during the period 
under consideration to the pursuit of improvement. 


Education. 


8. I am not aware of any considerable change to report in respect of the 
state of the educational institutions. Confining attention to the average 
attendance at day schools, as giving the fairest result, this, it will be seen, has 
to a slight degree in the past year increased in the Moravian schools, while 
those in connexion with the Establishment and the Wesleyan Mission have not 
lost in number. The grammar school in the city of St. John has ceased to 
exist, with the termination of the past year, the endowment having expired ; 
but this had never enjoyed very robust vitality. ‘The total number of scholars 
attending all classes of day schools is 3,004, which, upon the present population. 
gives I am afraid no more than one in twelve. ‘The total sum expended for 
educational purposes, including the Mico Institution, is 1,998Z 1s. 2d., of 
which about 1,243/. 12s. 3d. is contributed by school fees and voluntary 
donations. 

9. However vague the inferences {rom such facts must of necessity be, the 
effects of education in the rising generation are to be traced in the cheerfulness 
and courtesy which, if we may believe the traveller among these islands, 
pre-eminently distinguish the Antigua peasant. 


Imports. 


10. The consuming power of the population, as evidenced by the imports of 
the year, appears to have been scarcely in any degree diminished. ‘The value 
of these stand against those of the previous year as 163,623l. 14s. 5d. to 
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Mr. Higginson to 
Earl Grey, Feb. 6, 
1850. 
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168,324. 14s. 6d. The prevalence of a drought during the summer, and the 
consequent failure to a considerable extent of the crop, will explain the vast 
falling off (131,882/.) from the previous year’s amount of exports (189,605/.) 
There is, perhaps, a general tendency which ought to be noticed under this 
head, originating in part in the caution on the part of the banks as to the 
restriction of the value of the shipments against which bills are to be drawn, 
of under estimating generally the amount of these last. 


General Remarks. 


11. Without having any particular salient facts to enumerate on a retrospect 
of the past year, it is open to me to observe, confidently, that in spite of a 
protracted drought and an under-average crop, no retrogression in the state of 
the island has been during the past year observable. Indeed, viewing as an 
inhabitant of this island must, around him land for the most part of surpassing 
fertility, under a state of beautiful cultivation by a peasantry not knowing what 
want is, and enjoying a fair share of the comforts of existence, under the imme- 
diate superintendence of gentleman denominated “ managers,” whose remunera- 
tion certainly equals that of analogous employment in the mother-country, it 
is not easy for him to admit the existence of any distress here, or, at least, any 
of such a nature as it is within the power of local legislation (dictated as the 
spirit of this is with us by opulent absentee proprietors) to reach. Conceiving, 
as I do, that, as far as this island in particular is considered (and I would say 
that the remark may be applied, to a modified extent, in the case of the other 
islands of this Government) what is called the “ West India question” is 
simply the hopeless attempt to carry on a system of absentee—not land-owning 
only—but cultivation after artificially enhanced prices, which alone can sup- 
port it, have been put an end to, it is not for me to follow the remedy into the 
sphere in which I venture to think it may be found. The proposal to enact an 
effective land-tax, whereby the absent proprictors might—I conceive with 
evident justice—be made to contribute to the revenue, would at present be 
unpalatable to both Houses. Indeed, your Lordship has been lately made 
aware that a rather retrograde step has been made lately in reimposing an 
import tax upon some of the prime necessaries of life. 

12. Beyond the duty of subjecting their properties in some way to taxation, 
I care not to interfere with the inevitable results to individuals of the present 
system ; but already a small class of resident proprietors is beginning to show 
itself, and it is with reference to the prospect of their being involved, by a 
forced competition with the prevailing practices, in disasters which they 
have not provoked, that my anxiety arises. 1 think I may confidently assert 
that, with scarcely an exception, all of this latter invaluable class who are pro- 
vided with competent knowledge and capital are in thriving circumstances. 

13. It is impossible almost to conceive the complication in some parts of this 
government of interests in the same land; and the necessity which has been 
felt to exist in parts of the United Kingdom of simplifying tenure and adjusting 
indebtedness, appears to me to be even more urgent in this quarter. From the 
difference in the form of the obligation to which he is a party, the mortgaged 
proprietor in these islands has not yet been put in possession of even the 
instalment of relief which, in a reduction of his rent, has already been 
accorded to his correlative, the leaseholder, in the mother-country, and to 
which I submit to your Lordship that he is strictly entitled if the Corn and 
Sugar Acts of 1846 are to be considered as complements of the same scheme of 
policy. 

Agriculture and Manufactures. 

14. The cultivation of cotton has during the last year been recommenced in 
several estates; and some wool has already been pronounced by competent 
judgment in Great Britain to be of a superior quality. The process of drying 
on the centrifugal principle has also lately established itself, and is, in the case 
of a low-quality sugar, much approved of. 

15. At the same time the most cheering feature which I recognise in the 
dispersing gloom is a generally diffused conviction that however abruptly the 
associations of the past may have been dealt with, self-reliance alone must now 
for the future be the arbiter of the destinies of these islands. 

I have, &c., 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) R. J. MACKINTOSH. 

&e. &e. &e. 
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_ 3 ST. KITTS. 
ST. KITTS. — 
(No. 40.) No. 17. No. 17 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Mackintosu to Earl Grey. 
Leeward Islands, 
My Lorp, Antigua, May 10, 1851. 


(Received June 9, 1851.) 


I nave the honour to transmit, in duplicate, the Blue Book for the past year Library. 

of St. Kitts, together with a copy of the Lieutenant-Governor’s Despatch accompa- 
nying it ; and also a copy of a Report of the Immigration Agent, on the state of the —————_ 
immigrant liberated Africans. 

2. This document is generally of a satisfactory character. 

3. The financial condition of the island may be said to be sound. Ina quarter 
in which the voice of exultation has become a somewhat unwonted sound, I may, 
perhaps, be excused for drawing your Lordship’s attention to the fact, so creditable 
to this community, that, notwithstanding the amount of pressure upon its means 
which the last few disastrous years have witnessed, the Island Treasury has just 
paid off its last instalment of debt. 

4. This being the case, I entertain confidently the hope that an attempt will 
speedily be made to complete the long suspended building of the new church in the 
town of Basseterre, and thus obliterate the reproachful monument of former dissen- 
sion, to which Mr. Drummond Hay alludes. 

5. The great majority of the Africans imported into St. Kitts have been very 
young persons; and many of them in weak health, and incompetent to render an 
immediate return, on this account, of sufficient labour. The termination of the first 
year of their service finds them little more qualified therefore than at its commence- 
ment to make independent arrangements. In the case of such young persons, 
I do not myself see any objection to an extension of the present limited term of the 
contract which, I have reason to believe, is desired by many of the present employers 
of this description of labour. I need scarcely remark that in so small a community, 
public opinion may be, to a great degree, relied on as an ordinary effective tribunal, 
while in the regulations under which the Contracts are made, an annulling power Gov. Higginson 
is reserved to the officer administering the government to meet cases of misconduct. vee ected 

6. The Report of the state of these immigrants is, I think, a satisfactory one. 7th June, 1849. 

I have, &c., 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) R. J. MACKINTOSH, 
ke. &e. &e. 


(No. 31.) Enclosure in No. 17. Encl. in No, 17. 


Government House, St. Christopher, 
SIR, May 1, 1851. 
. . . . . is) ee 
I wave the honour to transmit in Duplicate the Blue Book of this island ————— 
for the year 1850. " 
The entire period comprehended in these Returns being previous to my con- 
nection with the colony, my report is limited to comments on such points as appear 
most prominent on view of the statistical details alone. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


The revenue, which I find in 1849 was shown to have benefited by the altera- 
tion then recently made in the Jocal tariff, seems in 1850 to have given satisfactory 
evidence of the correctness of the calculations made to meet the expenditure, the 
returns from this source of public income ; namely, Import Duties, havin g increased 
from 7,787/. in 1849 to 8,819/. in 1850. 

The local law repealing the Duties of Customs imposed by Act of Parliament, 
and placing the entire collection of the revenue under colonial control, took effect 
only on the Ist day of August 1850, and it would not, perhaps, be fair to assume 
as a positive criterion, the partial result shown by its operation during a disjointed 
period, but a comparative view of the returns under the old and new systems of 
collection is in favour of the latter. The receipts for the last five months giving 
a larger average than the preceding seven. It may be observed, at the same time, 
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that this may be accounted for possibly by the larger importations that usually 
take place towards the close of the year. 

Subjoined is a comparative statement of the receipts during the first part of 
the year before the new revenue laws came into force and during the subsequent 


period. 


Old System. New System. 
Se 8s, a. s. d 
In operation Seven Months, from ; In operation from Ist Aug. to 
Ist Jan. to 31st July. Gross 31st Dec. Amount collected 
Amount of Import Duties under the Import and Ton- 
under Colonial Act . . . 3,961 7 9 mageActs . + - + +» 4,270 16 1 
Amount returned by the Trea- —_————— 
surer on account of Draw- 
backs for same period. - 464 17 11 In the above 4,2'70/. 16s. 1d. the 
——— Tonnage Duty is included, 
Net Collection under Colonial amounting to. . .« . - 434 5 54 
EU ie OS Gehan Pees OG DOL EU —_—_—_—_—_—__ 
Gross Amount under Imperial 
Act ser ea 1,230 13 2 


Tonnage for same period . . 644 14 0 


Total Amount of Collection for 
Seven Months . . . . 5,872 7 O 


Monthly Average . . . + 767 9 6% {| Monthly Average . . + + 854 3 2} 


On comparing the sums total of revenue and expenditure, it appears that after 
the payment of the whole of the public charges of the colony, including the stipends 
of the clergy and the parochial expenses under the Act, No. 698, which came 
into force at the latter end of the year, a balance of 1,762/. 13s. 3d. remained in 
the Treasury on the 31st December. 

The sum of 1,118/. 5s. 23d. is shown to have been paid towards liquidation of 
the public debt, for which provision was made under the Act No. 677, passed in 
1848 ; the sum of 964/. 1s. 3}d., exclusive of interest, remaining still due on this 
account on the 3lst December 1850. 

The balance, however, above shown to have been then in the treasurer’s hands 
being nearly double the amount of the balance of liability ; the anticipations 
expressed in your Excellency’s report for 1849, as to the probable results of the 
succeeding (now past) financial year in clearing the colony from debt, have been 
virtually verified. 

The changes that have come into operation during the past year affecting the 
revenue and expenditure can be reviewed with more accuracy as ‘to their full 
practical effect when they shall have occupied an entire period. But it is highly 
satisfactory to observe that the measures taken to regulate the local finances and 
to economise the public means, have been so far successful, and that the liberal 
sacrifice made in the shape of heavy temporary taxation, during a time otherwise 
also of difficulty and embarrassment, has had its intended effect ; the local treasury 
has been relieved from debt, and the public credit of the island has been honourably 
redeemed. 


Public Works. 


The next head that occurs is that of “ Public Works.” 

- Under this, the only item of actual work performed during the year, is the 
nearly completed enclosure of the “ Cunningham Hospital,” with a wall sur- 
mounted with iron rails, the latter, a gift from the friend of the late Lieutenant- 
Governor Cunningham the originator of the institution. 

T cannot omit to notice the statement in this Return, showing that a building 
commenced in 1844, and intended for the parish church of Basseterre, in place of 
the old one shattered by the earthquake of 1843, remains unfinished. 

The outlay already made on this work, namely, 4,300/. would seem to be very 
disproportionate to what the appearance of the skeleton erection would suggest as 
a justifiable amount of expenditure. The funds of the colony, if not in fact 
immediately available for the purpose, promise soon to be in a condition to meet 
the necessary expense of completing this quasi-new edifice, but the impediments 
in the way of its accomplishment are not now (if indeed they ever effectually or 
entirely were) of a pecuniary nature. As it is at present the arrested frame-work 
of the intended new church, giving signs of incipient decay, the dilapidated 


remains of the old church, threatening every day to fall to the ground and to crush 


the congregation, who have no other place of worship to which they can resort, 
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standing monuments of difficulties now of some years’ duration, and of which I am 
led to gather only a small hope of an early removal or solution. 

It is with some modification, however, of the regret with which I feel bound to 
notice this subject that I venture to say that, if difficulties in matters of form and 
opinion, so unhappily effectual as impediments hitherto, are not themselves likely 
to be removed, there is a promise that practical measures will be ere long taken, 
and that they will be successful in so far as the completion of the building and 
the provision of an appropriate fabric for Divine worship is concerned. 


Legislation. 


The attention of the legislature is seen to have been principally devoted during 
the year to financial matters. Your Excellency last year reported on measures of 
this character, as then in contemplation under your superintendance, and I have 
adverted to them above as affording, since their recent enactment, a fair prospect 
of successful operation. 

The Act to establish sanitary regulations also deserves to be noticed, and is 
working satisfactorily. 

A fear of increasing expense would seem to have occasioned the omission of any 
steps to provide, by legislative enactment, for taking a census of the population, 
the last numeration having cost the colony the disproportionate sun of 6001, but 
(though it is somewhat late with reference to the period fixed for the general 
census of the empire), I apprehend the census of this island may still be effected 
at an early day and at no very extravagant cost. 


Schools. 


Having reference to your Excellency’s Report for 1849, on the state of the 
schools in this island, I would observe that the returns for 1850 would go to show 
that the circumstances to which you pointed as tending to diminish their nume- 
rical force, would appear to have continued to produce a reduction in the number 
of pupils; there is, indeed, an increase in the number given of attendants at the 
schools under the charge of the missionaries of the Moravian church, but there is 


shown a diminution in the number given of attendants at schools attached to the © 


church of England, and the Wesleyan congregations severally, in the following 
proportions :— 
Church decrease . : : : 30 


Wesleyan decrease. 3 ; 18 

48 
Moravian increase : F . 25 
Showing a total decrease of . } 23 


The schools attached to the Established Church would seem most to have 
suffered since the withdrawal of the public grant, but I gather that considerable 
improvement has taken place in some respects since the period of your last 
report. 

r am not able, of course, to compare the condition otherwise of the schools, but 
I may observe that in some that I have visited I have found much reason to be 
gratified, and deficiencies being rare exceptions to the general rule, I have alto- 
gether had reason to feel that the result of the inspection was in the main satis- 
factory. 

Imports and Exports. 

The value of imports in 1850 is given at 92,418/. 12s. 8d., showing, when com- 
pared with the returns of the preceding year, an apparent falling off to the amount 
of 18,0337. 17s. 11d. 

The values given in the returns to the total produce of the cane crops exported 
in 1849 and 1850 respectively, are,— 

£.- -&.- 8 


1840... vies. 2..- 87 80h 16. 6 
1950 San > BOBOT 1668 


Showing a difference of . £18,603 18 6 


The similarity, however, in the sums to which these several differences amount 
would seem to be accidental, and not illustrative of any actual proportion. 
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The official returns of the value of exports seem to be governed by no fixed rule, 
and cannot properly be taken as a guide to their real value. 
The sugar exported, for instance, appears— 


Hhds. ao od. 
In 1849 . . 5,357 valued at 74,575 10 0 
Ya 1650 29) 4,708 94,4 - BESO. 100 


making the hogshead of sugar in 1849, when prices were very low, worth 
131. 18s. 43d., and in 1850, when prices were considerably higher, 13/. 5s. ld. 

The value of the imports is probably nearer the truth as being taken from the 
invoices required by law to be submitted on entering goods for importation. 

The apparent diminution in the returns for 1850 when compared with those for 
1849, would seem to be in great measure, if not entirely, accounted for by the fact 
that in 1849, previous to the establishment of a colonial warehouse for bonded 
goods, the whole appeared as actual imports for consumption, when in fact 15% 
per cent. of these, taking the amount of drawbacks as a guide in the absence of 
any more accurate means of arriving at. a proximate estimate, were re-exported, 
while in 1850, taking the same guide, only about 5 per cent. of the imports so 
appearing were re-exported. 

The mode of preparing these returns may be altered without much difficulty, 
and certainly with great advantage, so as to afford a more correct comparative 
statement of the extent and value of the local traffic. 


Agriculture. 

There is no information under this head in the Blue Book beyond what may be 
gathered from the quantity of produce that appears among the exports, and this 
is seen to have diminished, the continued drought now of three years’ duration 
having affected more or less the crops of every part of the island; but the deficiency 
in quantity having been accompanied by a more t'ian proportionate advancement in 
the market value, the result has been that tie prices obtained in 1850 gave a 
greater sum total in return for the diminished crop of that year than was obtained 
for the comparatively larger crop of 1849. 

The return of the population is taken from the census of 1844. ‘The extent of 
land in cultivation, and the number of persons now engaged thereon, do not appear. 
The variations in the amount of produce being no more than what may be attri- 
buted to the incidental results of more or less favourable seasons, there is nothing 
in them to indicate any important change in the statistics of agricultural labour, 
but probably there bas been a gradual withdrawal of hands from the cultivation 
of the staple since the decrease of wages consequent on the change in West 
Indian prospects. 

The improvements in tillage which have long been in practice in this island, 
especially in the increased application of machine for hand labour, are manifest, 
and have been doubtless of eminent use as opposing skill and economised labour to 
the pressure from without on the resources of the planter. If labour has been 
deficient, and I believe it to have been found so, I do not gather that the people, 
generally speaking, are less orderly or well disposed, but on the contrary I believe 
they will safely bear comparison with other communities, 

The very small profits with which the people are content to rest satisfied from 
the growth of potatoes, yams, tous-les-mois, and other provisions, on patches of 
land hired by them at the rate of a dollar a month per acre, render the fact of less 
continuous labour at command, whatever may be the regret with which it is 
received, no matter of surprise. 

Land is cheap, and the returns—from an infinitely small amount of Jabour (a 
great desideratum in the tropics)—are rapid, as well as apparently ample for the 
enjoyment of an existence whose mere wants are very few. The population ade- 
quate, could it be put in motion, to the cultivation of the soil, is far from approach-. 
ing to such a proportionate number as to render a continuous competition for its 
produce a matter of necessity; and here I would observe, that the immigration of 
Africans has been, as far as I can gather, decidedly beneficial in every respect, and 
I find a generally expressed desire for the further extension by Her Majesty's 
Government of its advantages to this island. 

I would not, until better personally acquainted with local details, venture on 
any remarks of my own, but I subjoin a communication addressed to me on the 
subject of the condition and conduct of the immigrants by stipendiary justice 
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Pedder, and beg to draw your attention to the satisfactory tenor of his report. In 
the suggestions for the longer indenture of the children under a certain age I am 
fully disposed to concur, and of the propriety of this your Excellency’s own expe- 
rience, in this island in particular, will probably enable you to judge. 

Referring to my notice of the general conduct of the people in this, as it has 
been designated, “comparatively well-ordered though suffering community,” it is 
highly satisfactory to observe that the statistics exhibited in the prison returns 
indicate improvement, and that a comparison with the average of the last five years 
is in this important respect decidedly in favour of 1850. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) E. H. DRUMMOND HAY. 


Sub-Enclosure to Enclosure in No. 17. 
Sir, Kitt Stoddarts, April 10, 1851. 

I nave the honour to report to your Excellency that I have recently visited the 
different locations of the African immigrants, indentured on several estates for agricultural 
employment in the early part of last year, with a view to ascertaining their readiness to enter 
afresh into agreements for the further period of twelve months, and to enquire into their present 
condition. 

I beg to state to your Excellency that I have found these people almost universally unwilling 
to enter afresh into written agreements—five little boys of the lot originally assigned to Mr. 
Shelford, a manager on the north side of the island, being the exception to the general 
refusal. The prevailing feeling appeared to be a dread that by “ putting hand to paper ” they 
would be sacrificing their liberty, and that it was intended by the proposed instrument to keep 
them in a state of servitude to which the native labourers were not liable. This notion having 
evidently taken firm possession of their minds, I found it impossible to explain to them that to 
the very young, at any rate, it was a measure of great advantage to themselves, and that 
under the agreement a greater share of comfort would be secured, than could possibly be com- 
manded by the inconsiderable wages to be realized by such very young persons, 

There can I think be no doubt that, however indifferent it might be with respect to the adult 
immigrants, it would have been more to the advantage of the children if the original term of 
agreement had been for a longer period than twelve months. There is no link of connection 
between the Africans themselves to bind the young and the old together. They were all 
strangers in their own country, and here they form new connections which separate them alto- 
gether from one another. In these alliances the adults have a regard to their own interest, to 
which the very young are strangers, and the latter are left in the position of orphans, exposed 
alike to the imposition of the selfish, and the neglect of all. 

Another advantage to be derived from a longer agreement for the young would be the 
additional means which it would give for providing instruction; and I have taken advantage 
(with your Exccllency’s sanction), of the opportunity afforded in Mr. Shellord’s case of making 
arrangements for the daily instruction of the children by the apportionment of a part of their 
wages (which they get in ad:lition to all necessaries), for this purpose. 

It takes the Africans a great portion of the first twelve months to acquire a sufficient know- 
ledge of the English language, readily to understand their teachers; and thus, as but a small 
portion of time remains, no etfectual teaching can be successfully made a part of so short- 
livedan agreement. The most that could result from it would be that the Africans might 
acquire a taste for learning which they would probably afterwards follow up of themselves. 

Although the Africans have, as I have mentioned, refused to become parties to any written 
agreement, they have all expressed their determination to remain with their former employers, 
and the fidelity with which this promise appears to have been kept by the first lot which 
arrived here, and whose indentures expired twelye months ago, seems to indicate a steady and 
satisfactory system of labour on their parts. 

I would remark to your Excellency that the Africans on the whole appear robust and 
healthy ; that they are of peaceable and inoffensive conduct; that they are faithful to their 
employers, and are well spoken of for their habits of industry. Many of them have exhibited 
a strong desire to learn to read, and frequent the nearest schools for (his purpose. In this good 
work also they have been much aided by some of their employers, among the foremost of whom 
I should mention Dr. Swanston and Mr. Mallalieu. 

With respect to those few of the Africans who were indentured as domestic servants I would 
remark that the most satisfactory accounts are given by their employers of their general 
conduct, and as from their position stronger personal attachments have arisen towards their 
employers, there has been no disposition to separate. Greater pains have likewise been taken 
in affording these children proper instruction and religious training. 

: I have, &c., 
(Signed) J. P. Pepper, 
Immigration Agent. 
His Excellency E. H. Drummond Hay, Esq., Lieut.-Goy. 
&e. &e. &e. 
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MONTSERRAT. 


No. 18. 
REPORT to accompany the MONTSERRAT BLUE BOOK for 1850. 


Ir is satisfactory to have it in my power to show that the anticipations 
of improvement expressed in my Report for the last year have been justified 
by the event. Notwithstanding a compulsory exchange of ownership of nearly 
a third of the cultivated extent of the island, a deficiency of half the expected 
quantity of staple exports, and the consequent diminution of Customs’ duties ; 
notwithstanding the presence of epidemic and drought and the apprehension of 
famine, the progress of amelioration has been manifest. To commence with 
the finances, the revenue has considerably exceeded that of the last and of the 
preceding year :— 


Revenue. 
fei A BES 
Revenue in 1850 ’ , ‘ . S716 a7 
Due for property tax in 1850, but collected 
after the Ist January 1851 ; 139 5 8 
In Marshal’s hands, for collection 34 8 104 
Total revenue in 1850. £3,345 Il 2 
Revenue in 1849 ? , 2,983 3 2} 
ie 1848 . 3 A 3 2:673 19 2% 
Increase of revenue in 1850 over 1849 412 2 114 
<i “ 1848 671 16 114 
Expenditure. 
Expenditure in 1850 3,073 0 1% 
af 1849 2,896 8 7% 
ts 1848 : j F F 2,693 13 8 
Increase of expenditure in 1850 over 1849 176. 11 .8 
” £ 1848 379° 6 7 


Affording the satisfactory result of an increase of revenue of 671/. 16s. 114d. 
over that of 1848, and of 412I. 2s. 114d. over that of 1849, notwithstanding an 
augmented expenditure of 3791. 6s. 7d. over the former, and of 176/. 11s. 8d. 
over the latter, and of a decrease of two-fifths of the value of exports purely 
dependent on agriculture, and a corresponding loss of duty to the amount of 
4931. 3s. 44d. owing to the deficiency of the crop, and the great mortality of 
cattle caused by the long continued drought. 


Le eeiey (ae 
Exports, 1849 15,048 19 O 
1850 8,577 10 O 
Decrease £6471" 9-0 

1849, 1850. Decrease, 

seg id: £5) Woe. ay et Sak 

Duty on exports 416 11 93 246 5 6 170 7 O% 
Cattle tax 661 17 O 505 5 8 156 ll 4 
Rum tax 34/7 9 7% 1s) 4.01% 166 4 8 

Total decrease as above £493 3 0% 


There has been, however, a small increase of general imports, and the duties 
levied on them. 


Lote 8 es 

Imports, 1849 9,107 18 2 
ees (0) 9,332 5 6 
Increase £294 7 4 
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1849. 1850. Increase, MONTSERRAT, 


Ae a aed, Gy ree ide foe nike eee 
Colonial duty on] 943 14 6 960 8 6 169 0 


imports 
Imperial ditto . 163 13 103 185 12 1 29 13 2% 
Total increase . : ,4 £360" 2 Oh 
Comparative Revenue and Expenditure, 1850. 
eae 
Revenue . : 7 ; : < F Set IL 3, 


Expenditure. : : : : fo meee Sa 75 


Iixcess of revenue over expenditure £449 2 64 


This amount of 449]. 2s. 64d. has been absorbed by the liquidation of a Public Debt. 
portion of the outstanding debt in Treasury orders, which have been taken up 
during the year to that amount, making a sum of about 550/. sterling, or 
upwards of 1,200/. currency redeemed since the passing of the Triennial 
Revenue Bill in October 1849. Were it not for the visitations I have mentioned 
there would have been by this time 1,000/. sterling of the public debt discharged. 
This result must be allowed to be highly creditable to the financial management 
of the colony, and decisive as to the success of the Triennial Tax Bill. 

To have withstood the pressure of such a year as 1850, to the other visitations 
of which has to be added the almost entire cessation of cultivation on a third 
of the most fertile and valuable properties on the island, owing to the 
embarrassments of the owners, and the transfer of many of their estates to other 
hands, shows the general improvement that has taken place since the disastrous 
depression of 1846 and 1847, and demonstrates the surprising resources and 
elastic vigour of these fertile regions. 

I have referred, for the consideration of the Legislature, the expediency of 
availing themselves of the permission accorded by the 9th and 10th Vict., ¢. 94, 
to abolish the duties imposed by the 8th and 9th Vict., c. 93. It is not likely 
that the present Assembly will concur in such a measure. ‘The saving to the 
public would be about 150/., and it would certainly take that sum to pay an 
officer for the collection, who would probably perform the duties in a less 
efficient manner than the present receiver. This is the ostensible reason given 
by those who are not favourable to the measure, but I cannot, for my part, see 
why the mother country should remain burthened with the payment of an 
officer of this description for so small a benefit to the colony. 

There has, it is gratifying to state, been during the year a considerable Crime. 
decrease of crime, both as regards felonies and minor offences. There is but 
one criminal case for the ensuing session, although it has already been adjourned 
over the usual period, and this case will not, I am informed, be brought to 
trial, so that this is likely to be a maiden assize, the third within a not very 
long period. Indeed, labouring as the rural population have been for some 
time under difficulties and disadvantages of no ordinary description, their 
conduct entitles them to the highest praise. Once the most disorderly com- 
munity in the West Indies, they contrast, at present, most favourably with the 
turbulence and violence of their neighbours in Saint Kitts, Dominica, and 
the Virgin Islands. 

In no respect can it fairly be said that Montserrat will suffer by a comparison 
with the surrounding colonies. ‘The most prominent point of reprehension, 
the unjust treatment to which I so often had occasion to advert of their 
labourers by certain parties, has served only to illustrate the orderly and 
peaceful conduct of the latter, whilst the authors of the wrong inflicted on 
them have become the victims of their own cupidity and injustice. 

A Revenue Bill has been passed a second time for three years. 

The revenue considerably exceeds the ordinary expenditure. 

The public debt is rapidly diminishing. 

Crime is on the decrease. 

The population is orderly. 

That there is room for and want of improvement is certain, but in what 
part of the West Indies is there not? If greater agricultural progress has not 
been made, and if auxiliary inventions, but lately introduced into the other 
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colonies, have not yet found their way to Montserrat, it is owing more to the 
want of means than deficiency of will. The dawn of a brighter day is 
perceptible. Credit and capital will follow in the train of industry and 
enterprise which are already awakening. 

The comparative number of prisoners was, at Michaelmas 1849, 28; 1850, 
18; decrease 10. 

The greatest number of prisoners at any time during the respective years, 
1849, 34; 1850, 30; decrease 4. 

The results of popular education have not, I regret. to say, been equally 
favourable, owing to the prevalence of the epidemic during the earlier months, 
and still more from the deplorable destitution of so large a portion of the 
labouring classes, occasioned by the failure of the most extensive proprietor, 
lessee, and attorney in the island. Nakedness and hunger are not the only 
disastrous effects. It js not too much to say that the religious and social 
relations of a large part of the population have received a check that has 
stopped their moral advance and caused such a retrogression that it will take 
much time, under a better system, to recover the ground that has been lost. 

The attendance at schools returned this year has been 931, which, com- 
pared with 15014 in 1849, gives a decrease of 93, but the number reported has 
to be increased by the proportion furnished by the Roman Catholic population 
which does not appear, owing to the refusal of their priest to supply any infor- 
mation on the subject, except by the express order of his bishop or the supreme 
pontiff. Taking the number of scholars of this denomination at 90, which it 
has not exceeded this year, the aggregate will be 1,011, a great falling off, the 
average from 1840 to 1848 inclusive having been 1,620. The improving con- 
dition of the country, however, I am happy to say, warrants my anticipating 
a great increase. 

Much reform has been effected in the establishment for the paupers, lepers, 
and lunatics, who have decreased in number, with the satisfactory accompanying 
fact of a diminution more than proportionate in point of expense, at least 20 per 
cent. It is much to be regretted that neither the paupers nor the prisoners 
have the benefit of any religious instruction or attendance, a circumstance 
which I brought under the notice of the bishop on his visit. to this Island in 
October last. 

We haye, again, but one clergyman in priest’s orders in the Island, although 
the colony provides for two benefices. 

I am happy to report that the repairs of the parish church of St. Anthony 
haye at last commenced, partly by private subscriptions, and partly by a vote 
of the legislature of 240/, payable in monthly instalments of 20/. each. I doubt 
whether the amount will be sufficient. The building was in a state of almost 
complete ruin, and at this moment there is nothing left standing, within or 
without, but the bare walls, and they are in a very indifferent condition. 

The change of ownership from embarrassed to unembarrassed parties, which 
was stated in my last to be impending, has taken place to a great extent, and 
been followed by the favourable results I anticipated. Long-abandoned estates 
have been restored to cultivation by the new purchasers, who, instead of leaving 
their labourers for months, sometimes for years, or altogether unpaid, settle 
with them punctually, and thus acquiring confidence, instead of having cause 
to lament the want of labour, have more applicants for work than they can 
employ, even at the extremely moderate rate of 54d. per diem, for hard de- 
scriptions of labour, such as cutting wood and clearing land, and 4d. for lighter 
work. It is preposterous to say that at this scale of wages, and the present 
prices in the market, that sugar is not an eminently remunerating cultivation. 
Arrowroot, corn, and cotton, will this year form considerable items of the 
exports. Aloes and perhaps indigo will soon be added to them. Large quan- 
tities of wood are shipped for the Barbadian market; and it is a gratifying fact 
that, notwithstanding the yet imperfect cultivation, and the want of stock on 
the numerous properties which have changed owners, such has been the increase 
of industry and enterprise, and the advantages arising from fair dealing with 
their labourers, that there is every prospect that the ensuing crop will be the 
largest known for many years, being estimated at 1,000 hogsheads. 

Although it has pleased Providence that agriculture should this year have 
had to contend with unusual difficulties, there has been no abatement of com- 
mercial activity : new stores have been opened ; two remarkably well-constructed 
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vessels, a larger proportion than usual, have been launched; and a brisk trade 
has sprung up between this port and Barbadoes, carried on by four Montserrat 
vessels. 

Several gentlemen came here lately from Barbadoes with the view of specu- 
lating in purchasing or leasing land, but hitherto without success, owing, it is 
said, to the heavy Government loan on most of the properties; though the 
purchase of an unencumbered. estate was actually effected, but was broken off, 
owing to some misunderstanding, the fault of which certainly did not lie with 
the gentleman from Barbadoes, who was anxious to secure his purchase. 
Another cause, it is asserted, though negociations are still carried on, has 
hitherto operated as an obstacle to the transaction of business of this nature. 

The sugars of Montserrat are ordinarily of superior quality, and rank high 
in the market. I have not however heard that any samples have been sent 
home to the Grand Industrial Exhibition. Owing to the process of claying 
not being practised in the Island, I am told that there is an unwillingness 
amongst planters to subject their common Muscovado to a comparison with 
sugar thus prepared. Excellent specimens of arrowroot and of Indian corn or 
maize have, however, been sent, the former by Mr. Francis Burke, the latter 
by Mr. Edwin D. Baynes. The arrowroot is little if at all inferior to that of 
Bermuda, and the corn is remarkably fine of its kind. It is the produce of 
land now re-opened after a lapse of thirty years; the produce, though sown as 
an auxiliary crop, together with cotton, in the intervals between that plant, and 
consequently very thinly, has been thirty bushels per acre, at a cost of cultiva- 
tion, including the cotton, of about 22s. sterling, the average price in the market 
being 4s., giving a profit on the corn only, without comprising the cotton, of 
500 per cent. 

It is prejudice, or fatuity, with so many and such unmistakable signs of 
amelioration before our eyes, to join in the cry of decay or ruin with those 
whose imprudence and mismanagement have, beyond all contest, ruined them- 
selves, and temporarily injured others, but whose downfall has proved the re- 
demption and safety of the Island. That parties in such position should be 
incapable of appreciating or unwilling to acknowledge the improvement in which 
they can no longer participate, and which in fact their own fall has prepared 
and made practicable, is by no means a matter of surprise ; but the impartial 
observer, the punctual landlord, and the labourer, so long unpaid, will not 
confound individual with general distress, nor mistake private for public de- 
pression; but will, on the contrary, hail the beneficial effects of a change, that 
has taken land from the possession of parties unable, whether from want of 
capital or want of method, to cultivate it successfully for the advantage of society, 
and placed it in the hands of others more sensible of their duties, more alive to 
the reciprocal obligations between employer and labourer,.and who have the will 
and the means of regularly employing and punctually paying their labourers. 

There is little doubt that the obligation and expense of maintaining a separate 
Government establishment, acts as an encumbrance and a clog on the progress 
of acommunity numbering less than 8,000 souls, of which not more than 150 
wre white, and scarcely so many educated. A legislative union with Antigua 
would I think be generally advantageous to this Island; but I am of opinion 
that there is no chance of accomplishing this object with the present House of 
Assembly. The end proposed by myself, resolutions for effecting of which were 
passed by the other legislative branches in 1848, and received the sanction of 
his Lordship the Secretary of State, the consolidation of the Council and As- 
sembly into one body, partly elective, and partly nominated by the Crown, as 
in the conquered colonies, a scheme which changes in the House of Assembly, 
on the point of its being effected, compelled me at the time to give up, would 
still offer a better prospect of success than an incorporation with Antigua. 

In a return which I some time since forwarded to his Lordship the Secretary 
of State, it was stated that there were only 111 persons in the colony above 
sixtcen years of age who were able to read or write, and if the age were ex- 
tended to 21, the number would be reduced to 85; many of these, and the 
best qualified, such as the clergy, custom-house and other officers, being 
ineligible for a seat in either house ; leaving, in the words used by the House 
of Assembly itself, “a number manifestly too small to furnish the material of 
‘an independent legislature consisting of two Houses and the officials, 77 in 
“number, necessary to carry out the details of the present establishment.” 
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For further information on this head, I refer to the annexed speech, lately 
delivered by me to the Legislature. 

The amount of taxes paid by each individual is, I believe, 8s. 34d, a rate 
somewhat, with the exception of Antigua, exceeding that of the other islands 
in this Government. But this is not the ordinary taxation, 1,000/. sterling, or 
two-sevenths of the whole, being only a temporary imposition voted for the 
space of three years for the specific purpose of paying off the public debt, an 
object which will probably be effected within that period, after which the 
revenue will revert to the usual amount of 2,500/. sterling. 

The sum of 8s. 34d. is by no means a high general average when compared 
with European countries. Taxation is certainly not oppressive in any of these 
colonies. The following is an estimate of comparative individual taxation in 
Great Britain, other parts of Europe, the United States, Jamaica, and the 
Leeward Islands, taken from tables drawn up some time since, but approxi- 
mating nearly to the present rate :— 


on 


Holland, about 

England, about 

France, about 

Spain, about 

Austria, about 

United States, about ‘ F : q 

Jamaica, including parochial taxes, about 

Antigua, about ‘ ; : . ‘ , 

Montserrat, including temporary taxation to pay 
off debt, about . : 3 : a ‘ 

Montserrat, ordinary taxation, about ‘ 

St. Christopher, including parochial taxes, about 

Nevis, about F : ; ; : 

Virgin Islands, about 

Dominica, about ‘ F i 

British ‘possesions in general, about . 

I have already suggested, for the consideration of his Excellency the 
Governor-in-Chief and his Lordship the Secretary for the Colonies, whether, 
taking into consideration the small size of the island, the very limited number 
of the population, and the paucity of persons really eligible for a seat in the 
Legislature, whether it be not desirable that a diminution of the number should 
be effected. This can be easily arranged with regard to the Council, by not 
filling up the vacancy caused by the retirement of Mr. Shiell, nor the next that 
may occur. I think also, that until an opportunity presents itself of a change 
on one of the principles above mentioned, it would be advantageous if the 
Legislature could be induced to pass a bill for the purpose of reducing the 
members of Assembly to nine, or, perhaps, eight. This would be a more 
practical and practicable number than the present. There are now, including 
the Bishop, not less than eight members of Council and twelve of Assembly, 
making an aggregate of twenty legislators for a population of less than 8,000 
souls, or more than one to each 400 of the population. 

The following is a proximate detail of the proportion existing at home, in 
Jamaica, and the Leeward Island :— 


—" 


ONTO OD ® Or DOWNN OS & 
fol — 
jaa 
No 


awk OOS 
wu 
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— 
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United Kingdom . . . 1 to every 42,000 
England : ; ‘ ‘ soe t re 34,000 
Scotland ; F ; eel 3) 52,000 
Ireland i F ; ‘ ee! n 80,000 
Jamaica : : ; ‘ eS eee fe 8,500 
Antigua 1 ee 1,450 
Dominica . : 1 a 1,170 
Saint Christopher 1 as 1,060 
Virgin Islands 1 9 950 
Monserrat 1 ss 666 
Nevis 1 s 638 


It seems certain however, that whatever may be the result of attempted 
union or political incorporation of the smaller with the larger of these islands, 
in itself an object of very desirable present attainment, that many years cannot 
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elapse before the whole of this magnificent Archipelago will form but one vast MONTSERRar, 
polity, or part of one still vaster, governed by one law, actuated by one es 2 
principle, and impelled by one interest. 

The last year commenced under gloomy auspices, caused by the concurrent 
visitation of a virulent epidemic, which, in the course of a few months, attacked 
more than three-fourths of the entire population, and a long-continued drought, 
aggravated by the apprehension of dearth, the combined effects of which were 
displayed in the destruction of half the crop, anticipated from the space of land ©0le™ 
in cultivation, it has terminated leaving us under the apprehension of that 
scourge of humanity which casts into the shade not only the special pest of 
these regions, the yellow fever, but the plague itself in the mitigated form 
which it has of late taken in the Levant—the cholera, which, if we are to 
regard Jamaica (as there is too much reason to believe we may) as an instance 
of its peculiar adaptation to these regions, seems to have reserved its full force 
for the West Indies, recalling to our remembrance the prominent pestilential 
visitations recorded by history, such as that z.c. 430, and that a.p. 908, in the 
reign of Justinian I., probably the cholera, which extended over the whole 
known world, raged for fifty years, and carried off, it is said, a third-part of the 
human race. 

I have endeavoured on my part, not to be behind our neighbours in taking 
such steps and suggestions, such precautions as in the yet imperfect knowledge 
of the disease have been sanctioned or recommended by the best authorities on 
the subject at home ; but the general poverty of the inhabitants, the ill-timed 
economy, or rather parsimony, of the Legislature, and the apathy manifested 
by almost all, after the consternation created by the first tidings of its fearful 
outbreak in Jamaica had subsided, and a few weeks of immunity had calmed 
immediate terror ; the incorrigibly filthy habits of the peasantry, the loathsome- 
ness of the hovels they herd in, surrounded to the very thresholds and window- 
sells by ordure and egesta of the most disgusting description, forming masses of 
animal and vegetable matter putrifying together in heaps, and exhaling a fetid 
odour revolting to the passenger for a long distance from their purlieus; the 
domestic arragements, or rather want of all arrangement, and the invincible 
ignorance and obstinacy of the inmates, force upon the reflecting the most 
gloomy anticipations. What can, in fact, be hoped in a community in which 
many objected to the inquiry instituted by my order into the condition of the 
yards, streets, and lanes of the town. I annex a copy of the Report of the Le 
Commissioners, Mr. Dobridge, Mr. Saunders, and Dr. Barry, who at my 
request kindly undertook this by no means pleasing duty. 

Our only chance of escape, or of mitigated visitation, lies in the small size of 
the island, its general salubrity, more than ordinary freedom in the West 
Indies from miasmatic influence, and the frequent strong and_ refreshing 
breezes by which it is ventilated; but should the pestilence light upon and 
domicile with us even for a short time, there is ground for the reasons I have 
given, to fear that its ravages will be appalling. ‘The same causes which have 
contributed to the desolation of Jamaica are rife here, indeed in every island with 
which I am acquainted in these seas. We have, moreover, but one professional 
gentleman in the colony to a population of nearly 8,000 souls scattered over an 
area of forty-seven square miles; nor do I foresee any prospect of a grant by 
the Legislature for the employment of a second, until the actual irruption of 
the malady will have probably rendered the measure too late or impracticable. 

There are moral as well as medical prophylactics against this disease, but 
apathy is certainly not one of them. 

EDWARD DACRE BAYNES, 
Government House, Montserrat, President of Council. 
February 18, 1851. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 18. Encl. 1 in No. 18. 
Tue Prestpent’s SpeEcH To THE LEGISLATURE. 


Mr. Presipent AND Honovrasie GENTLEMEN OF THE BOARD OF Council, 
Mr. Speaker AND GENTLEMEN oF Tor HonovraBLe House oF AssEMBLY, 


Tuis is the second General Assembly elected since I have resided amongst you, the 
first in which the constitutional canon of septennial limitation, as applicable to the extreme 
duration of parliament in the mother country has been recognized in this island. The onward 
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course of political events, the rapid progress of the human mind in every quarter of the 
globe, the extinction of many old interests, superseded by others which have lately sprung into 
existence, foremost amongst which, in this part of the British empire, stand the newly con- 
solidated relations of classes so recently placed in direct antagonism with each other, 
render a recurrence to the principle established at home a matter rather of necessity than 
expedience, affording as it does in the representative form of polity a periodical test of public 
opinion, by which alone such modification of government can be constitutionally and success- 
fully conducted. 

I see with much gratification in the results of the late elections an irrefragible proof of 
equality, not only of right to, but. of actual participation in power, on the part of that class 
who for so many years were unjustly denied the possession of political privileges of every 
description. The present Assembly is, I believe, composed of six white and of the same 
number of coloured gentlemen, an unmistakeable sign that the age of prejudice has passed 
away, and that the day is now near at hand when all invidious distinction of colour between the 
members of the human family will cease to exist, and! Jack and white will weigh no more in our 
political and social relations than does the accidental difference of complexion between Europeans 
at present—a day when it shall be fully recognized that virtue, talent, and education only 
should open the path to public honours and: private respectability. This great and catholic 
object, if not already attained in this community, is on the eve of being so, and if there be still 
amongst us any so perverse as to endeavour to keep alive or renew these uncharitable and 
unchristianlike dissensions, I have no hesitation in declaring them to be neither wise men nor 
loyal subjects. 

During the period of nearly seven years, to which the existence of the late General Assembly 
extended, although great improvement, social and moral, took place, and much general good 
was effected, it is certain that all classes and conditions were put to the proof of severe ordeals, 
which contributed to check the amelioration and retard the advance of the community, when 
compared to the rapid progress of these colonies immediately consequent on the establishment 
of freedom in 1838. In 1844 and 1845 we had not recovered from the devastation caused by 
the earthquake. In 1846 and 1847 we suffered in common with our neighbours from the 
effects of that unexampled depression which for a time threatened the irretrievable ruin of the 
British West Indies. In 1849 and in the beginning of the present year we groaned beneath 
the double infliction of unusual drought and a loathsome disease, which prostrated in sickness 
more than three-fourths of our population. The result of the accumulated visitations were 
manifested in the stagnation of trade, the falling off from the staple exports, the embarrass- 
ment of the public revenue, the ceasing of cultivation on many estates, and superadded to other 
still more potent influences, they acccelerated, though they did not cause, the ruin and bank- 
ruptey of more than one of the principal proprietors. ; 

Still, gentlemen, so elastic in. these fertile regions is the living principle of progress, that 
from the point of deepest depression in 1848 the state of the island has slowly, indeed, but 
gradually improved. Proprietors without capital, without energy, without method, without 
resources of any kind, held two-thirds of the property of the island, and although manifestly 
incapable of carrying on the cultivation of their own estates, of which they unscrupulously left 
the unfortunate and deceived labourers for months, sometimes years, without coming toa settle- 
ment, still continued to extend their withering and destructive grasp to every piece of land to 
be rented in any part of the island, never, however, paying to the owner a single penny in 
return, who, in addition to the loss of his rent, had to suffer that of his stock also—driven off 
the property either for taxes due by, or in consequent of private executions against his tenant. 
Is it possible that any country could thrive in such hands ? 

The island has at length been happily delivered from these dead weights. The property so 
unwisely managed has fallen into other hands, and the beneficial effects of the change are 
already experienced. Cultivation is re-extending itself on estates lately thrown up; long 
abandoned properties are again put in tillage by men of sense and enterprise, who, conscious 
that the comfort and well-being of their labourers are inseparable from their own, pay them 
their wages punctually, and have by these means succeeded in restoring confidence, which had 
been utterly lost between employer and labourer on more than half the estates in the island. 
These new proprietors, in consequence, instead of having cause to complain of the unpunctual 
landlord, of the want of labour, have at this moment more at their disposal than they can find 
the means of employing. The same parties have, too, I am happy to have it in my power 
to say, given a severe blow to the ruinous system of tenancy at will by establishing a 
moderate and equitable rent for the houses and grounds held by the portion of the rural popu- 
lation resident on their properties. Other intelligent individuals have added fresh articles to our 
staple exports, and the return to the cultivation of cotton, which this island was formerly cele- 
brated for producing of a superior quality, has recommenced. 

So great is the confidence entertained of the resources and capabilities of Montserrat that 
capitalists from Barbadoes, and other of these colonies, have lately come amongst us for the pur- 
pose of leasing and purchasing property. 

Everything wears the aspect of a change for the better. Several of those beautifully-con- 
structed vessels for which Montserrat is noted, and which for speed and symmetry are not 
inferior to any built in this Archipelago, have been lately launched or placed on the stocks ; 
new stores have been opened, and the imports of the present year have greatly exceeded those 
of 1849, than which fact a surer instance of improvement cannot be cited, when we consider 
that the recent concurrent operation of these two destructive scourges, the drought and the 


epidemic, had caused the failure of nearly half the crop of sugar. 
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The inflictions I have just referred to have also prejudicially affected the revenue, and 
reduced the receipts below the amount I was justified in anticipating on the passing of the 
Triennial Tax Act, a measure by which this island has set an example worthy of imitation by 
her sister colonies, to none of which, taking into consideration her comparative resources, can 
she fairly be considered inferior, either in the liberal support or the respectability of her insti- 
tutions. It is, however, most gratifying to me to be enabled to inform you that our revenue 
still very considerably exceeds our expenditure, and that the public debt is rapidly diminishing ; 
6,370/. of Treasury orders have, I learn from the Treasurer, been already absorbed. By the 
middle of next year I hope the existing debt will be entirely extinguished, and that the surplus 
during the remainder of the triennial term will be sufficient to effect. the repairs of the churches, 
a sacred and indispensably duty which has been too long delayed. I cannot, however, carry 
my anticipations so far as to hope that the existing provision for the public service will during 
the period assigned for the duration of the present Revenue Bill, be adequate to the accom~ 
plishment of another object to which your best interests require that your attention should 
be immediately turned, the repairs of your highways and roads, which have not been put in 
order since 1844, and are now in many parts altogether impassable. The channels of inter- 
communication are the vein and arteries of a country, and unless they are kept in a sound,con- 
dition, it is hopeless to expect a healthy circulation of those vivifying agents of the body social, 
agriculture, manufacture, and commerce. 


GENTLEMEN Or THE House or AssEMBLY, 


The voice of the country has placed you in the position you occupy ; you represent its pro- 
perty, and you hold its purse strings; on you devolves the duty of supporting its respectability, 
consulting its interests, and maintaining justice in its pecuniary obligations, which can only be 
done by combining the strictest practical economy with the most efficient support of the public 
service, neither wastefully granting anything superfluous, nor improvidently denying anything 
essentially necessary for its interests when compatible with and proportioned to its means, I 
take occasion to bring to your notice the fact that the receipts of the income-tax were found, 
when collected in the beginning of the year, to fall much below the amount estimated, owing 
to the Act not giving the Treasurer power to punish parties for making false declarations. The 
public has sustained considerable loss from the omission, and I suggest the propriety of amend- 
ing the Act so as to give the necessary authority to the collecting officer. 

The receipts of the Custom House have during the last twelve months reached the unusually 
high sum of 3,165/., a large amount for this small community. The aggregate of the revenue 
during the same period has been 7,3092., that of the expenditure 7,349/, ; but the latter includes 
a large portion of the debt due in Treasury orders before the Bill came into operation, of 
which about 1,2007. have been paid off. The revenue during last year exceeded that of the 
preceding in every item except one, the cattle-tax, an unequivocal proof of general and sub- 
stantial improvement, Some few individuals have suffered, but the public interests have im- 
proved and continue to improve. It is by no means a subject for regret that proprietors, unable 
to cultivate successfully their properties, should have been compelled to give place to men with 
more capital or more energy than themselves. 


Mp. Presipent ANd HonouraB_e GENTLEMEN OF THE BoarpD or Councit; 
Mr. Speaker AND GENTLEMEN OF THE HonouraBLe Houses or AssEMBLY, 


Though much good was effected by the late General Assembly, it also left much to be done, 
and has bequeathed a large sphere of usefulness to its suecessors. I shall instance a few sub- 
jects to which early attention on your part cannot fail to accelerate the return of welfare and 
prosperity, 

Ist. Paramount in this respect is a law for the regulation of the elective franchise. We 
have no Act of any description of this nature in force; much uncertainty always, and great 
abuses often in consequence prevail at elections. I have known whole gangs of labourers 
brought in a mass to the hustings, and their votes polled and taken by the returning officer. 
There is in reality no qualification required either for representative or elector. The possessor 
of any freehold, however small, often so low as minute subdivisions of an acre, and this often 
evaded by fictitious feoffments, is now deemed sufficient, although this practice seems rather to 
be a recent innovation than an ancient custom. Your practical knowledge and experience of 
the many evils felt at present owing to the want of a statute analogous to, and in unison with, 
the social improvement which has developed itself within these few years, will suggest to you 
more effectively than it is in my power, the extent and nature of the provisions called for by 
the spirit of the age, and calculated to secure to all classes the advantages of a system based on 
the principles which have so long maintained the liberties and augmented the glories of ev 
mother-country. 

I think you will agree with me that the payment of taxes by contribution in some proportion 
to the exigencies of the public, should, as a fundamental rule, be required from those who enjoy 
the privilege of choosing the individuals, empowered to declare what portion of the substance of 
their fellow-citizens shall be allotted for the support of the public institutions; for it is evident 
that there can be no real security for property where persons not paying taxes themselves, and 
sustaining no share of the public burdens, have the power of imposing them, at their discretion, 
on their better-endowed neighbours, 

2nd. General, and where it can be effected, legislative encouragement of the improved methods 
of the culture of the cane and the manufacture of sugar a thel have of late been introduced 
into some of the neighbouring islands. 
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3rd. Carrying out the plan already successfully commenced, of superseding the existing per- 
nicious practice of tenancy at will, by the introduction of a rent in money. With this should 
be combined the punctual discharge of wages. Irregular payment will never fail to be accom- 
panied by unwilling and insufficient labour. 

4th. A just and equitable contract law, reciprocally binding on master and servant. Such 
an Act was indeed passed by the late Assembly, but was thrown out by a majority of one vote 
in the Council, a contingency which now is not at all likely to recur. , 

5th. I think much saving might be effected by the proprietors uniting to charter vessels to 
carry their produce to England ; a very considerable diminution of freight might be effected in 
this manner. The mercantile charges on sugar might also be in some measure reduced by the 
appointment at home of agents on fixed salaries. The merchant does not seem to have suflered 
from the caanges that have occurred in equal proportion with the planter. It is but equitable 
that he should, if the latter can be thus relieved. 

6th. I have already referred to the injustice sustained by a large portion of the labouring 
population who have been deprived of the fruits of their toil for long periods of time. Many 
complaints on this head have been made to me by these injured people, to whom, I lament to 
say, I have found myself unable to afford any redress, the property of their indebted employer 
having been, it is pretended, wholly appropriated to the payment of other creditors possessing 
greater means and more facility of compelling payment. The effects of this most reprehensible 
conduct have lgd to serious inconveniences of a public, as well as of a private nature, which it 
will take some time to remove altogether; amongst them are, distrust of the proprietary body 
in general, and a natural disinclination to work on the part of the peasantry who have been thus 
defrauded. A distressing decrease in the number of marriages, as well as in the attendance at 
schools. Much individual and personal suffering, especially at the period of the late epidemic, 
during the prevalence of which many of the peasantry were unable to procure requisite suste- 
nance and attention. Some even perished from privation, although they had large sums due 
to them for wages at the time. 

These are deplorable facts; I now recal them to your memory that we may unite to do our 
best to prevent the recurrence of similar evils. With this view I strongly urge on your consi- 
deration the justica of an enactment giving to the agricultural labourer a priority over all other 
claims against an indebted employer. It will not, Iam convinced, need much reflection to 
persuade you of the equity of giving such precedence to the rural labourer. I! the possession 
of land be, as it is generally considered, preferable to that of other property, it must be kept in 
mind that its duties are commensurable with its advantages; amongst the former is the obliga- 
tion of maintaining the destitute aged, diseased, and lunatie, all, in fact, who have not the means 
or power of providing subsistence for themselves—the paupers of a community. A fortiori 
then, how much more peremptory is the obligation of its supporting the creators of the property 
grown on it, who surely have at least an equal right with the owner of the soil to the produce 
they have themselves reared, that is, to the full extent of the value of their labour expended on the 
products which they have brought into being, and which would not have existed without them. 

7th. I would also endeavour to impress on your minds the exceedingly urgent call for a 
grant, however small, in furtherance of popular education. Let us but show the will to perform 
this imperative duty to posterity, and confidently trust that Providence which so rarely fails to 
vouchsafe its assistance to the humblest efforts in the right direction, will bring the seed to 
maturity in its own good time, 

The expenses incurred for the support of the poor having proved higher than was anticipated, 
I took occasion, in the beginning of the year, to remodel the Board of Guardians, and am 
happy to say that the step has been followed by a reduction of 20 per cent. in the cost of the 
establishment, although the late epidemic had the effect of greatly increasing the number of 
paupers. The institution may, however, be said to be still in its infancy, and is susceptible of 
much further improvement. 

I am happy to have it in my power to congratulate you on the steady price maintained by 
your sugars in the market, and on the prospect of so important an addition as cotton being soon 
added to your staples. It is also cheering to observe, that notwithstanding nearly a third of 
the very best cane-fields has, from the seizure of the stock, and other causes existing previously 
to the late transfers, been this year left unplanted, so opportune and favourable have been the 
seasons, that there is every prospect of an unusually abundant crop on all the properties in 
which there has been no intermission of cultivation. 

I rejoice in bearing most satisfactory testimony to the conduct of your peasantry, who, in the 
midst of privation and suffering brought on them by the faults of others, have been orderly, 
submissive, patient, and almost unmurmuring. They have indeed manifested a respect for the 
law but rarely shown under parallel circumstances by more advanced and civilised populations. 
The decrease in the number of convictions is striking, and betokens an increasing appreciation 
of moral obligations which cannot but afford the highest gratification to the friends of civil and 
religious freedom, There is not a more orderly population in the West Indies than that of 
Montserrat, T'he total number of convictions for the half-year ending on the 31st of December, 
1849, was99; for that closing on the 30th June, 1850, 60 only, a decrease of more than a third. 

On other subjects on which it may become my duty to address you, and such instructions as 
I may receive from the Secretary of State for your information, J shall take occasion to convey, 
as usual, by message. 

You may rely, Gentlemen, on my sincere co-operation in all measures that may conduce to 
the improvement and prosperity of the community, and I earnestly implore that the blessing of 
Him who best knows what is good may light on our joint efforts to discharge our common duty. 

Council Chamber, Montserrat, 


Oetober 31, 1850. 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 18. 
Sir, Montserrat, February 10, 1851. 


We had the honour to receive from your Honour’s Private Secretary a communication 
under date of the 4th instant, stating your Honour had appointed us to examine, and report 
to your Honour, the state of the streets, lanes, yards, and plots of land in the towns of Ply- 
mouth and Kinsale. 

For your Honour’s information we beg to remark in reply,— 

That the streets in the town of Plymouth are in a deplorably dirty state; . . . they 
require daily sweeping, and in many places weeding, owing to rank grass and shrubs having 
been allowed to grow up in them ; it will be impossible with the small number in the penal 
gang to keep tiem clean, particularly as the negroes have removed the market from its 
former place in Gallows-square to the steps and platforms in the Main street, where the 
accumulated refuse of their vegetable stuff, manure from horses and cattle, and a large 
quantity of cane-peeling, produce an unwholesome and pestilential odour, 

The lanes require immediate attention. Added to the quantity of grass and short bush 
filling up most of them, the inhabitants throw most offensive matter in them, which, combined 
with the rotten material, render them dangerously unhealthy, not only to those in the neigh- 
bourhood, but others who are compelled from business to travel through them. 

Nor can we pass over the crying and outrageous nuisance of the inhabitants being permitted 
to slay cattle in the town; in such places (Gallows-square for example) there are at the 
present moment two or three spots used for that purpose, that throw all around foul air, 
pregnant with all the disorders that arise from malaria, and this ina neighbourhood where 
filth prevails more conspicuously than in any other part of the town. 

With the exception of three or four, the yards are in such a filthy state as to defy descrip- 
tion; mud, straw, aud shavings in a state of decomposition, apparently the entrails of fish and 
animals, the washings of used kitchen utensils, water used in cooking—besides being employed 
as pens for hogs, sheep, and goats—and from the uneven state of the pavement, or from holes 
made for the purpose, large pools of stagnant water render the miasmatic materiel arising 
from them as highly injurious ; and independent of a visit from cholera, must tend to severe 
epidemical disorders or fever in its most malignant type. 

The plots of land in the Back Lane and in the lane at the back of Government House, and 
the plot between Government House and. the Strand, the street in the Strand between 
Messrs. Sheill’s and Semper’s stores, the brick ruin in John-street, Mr. Relhan’s house in the 
same street, and the high road over the gut leading to Wapping, are made the receptacles and 


convenient places of deposit for yard filth, ordure, and urine; and these deleterious materials * 


produce an effluvia so teeming with disease, as to render the inhabitants who are guilty of 
throwing them there open to all the fatal consequences arising from miasmatic disorders. 

We would also bring to your Honour’s notice the absolute necessity of the trees being 
lopped and the brushwood, now so prevalent in the private yards, being destroyed ; the fall 
of the leaf, from both these causes, leaving an impure covering on the surface. 

In reply to your Honour’s queries, we beg to state,— 

Ist. That there can hardly be made an exception as to any particular part of the town 
that requires cleansing more than another, all being in the same state of filth and uncleanliness. 

2nd. That the principal places used as receptacles for the ordure and ejecta of the inhabi- 
tants appear to be the plots mentioned above, and the sea-shore from Mr. Sheill’s store to the 
Custom House; the consequence of which is, that when a southerly wind prevails, the 
atmosphere of that part of the town is loaded with the most pestilential and poisonous stench. 

3rd. That there can be no doubt that this collection of impure air, increased by the miasma 
arising from damp cellars containing old salt-fish casks, old herring barrels, and such like (to 
which we had no entrance), must eventually lead to some terrible infliction in the shape of 
fever and its concomitant fatalities. 

4th. That most of the large houses have privies, but there being no drains, and never 
emptied, the stench proceeding from them, particularly in the warm part of the year, in their 
immediate neighbourhood, is intolerable, and in many cases extends its inconvenience beyond 
their own immediate bounds. We are decidedly of opinion, to entertain the idea meditated by 
your Honour, of building privies for general use, would increase the evil; nor are the lower 
classes, for whom they would be intended, capable of appreciating the intention, or of using 
them properly. 

5th. Taking into consideration that lime should only be distributed to those incapable of 
furnishing themselves, we think ten hogsheads of unslaked lime would be sufficient to wash the 
outhouses and cellars, and produce, after a proper and thorough cleansing, the purification 
required ; but we must premise that all cellars should be emptied and allowed to dry before 
the use of the lime. We beg further to state that these remarks are applicable to Kinsale, 
where more hogs and stock are kept, but being more open, their inconveniences are not so 
much felt. 

We have, &c., 
(Signed ) Joun Doxrepee. 
His Honour E, D. Baynes, Rowerr Saunpers, 
&e. &e. P. G. Barry. 
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VIRGIN ISLANDS. 


(No. 51.) No. 19. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor MackinTosu to Earl Grey. 


Leeward Islands, Antigua, June 25, 1851. 
My Lorp, (Received July 21, 1851.) 


I nave the honour to transmit, in duplicate, the Blue Book of the 
Virgin Islands for the year 1850, together with a copy of a Despatch, which 
has accompanied it from the President administering the Government. 

2. I regret the late period to which the transmission of this Report has been 
deferred, which delay I venture to ascribe, in part, to the successive changes in 
the administration of the Government, consequent on the recent arrival and 
lamented decease of the late President. 

3. The President has touched upon the gloomy prospects, manifested in this 
volume, of the financial condition of the islands. 

4. The general population which they contain, however, is in the enjoyment, 
as may be collected from some of his Honour's statements to a very consider- 
able extent, of all the comforts of life to which they lay any claim. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) R. J. MACKINTOSH. 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, 
&e. &e. &e. 


Enclosure in No. 19. 


(No. 40.) Virgin Islands, Tortola, June 14, 1851. 


Srr, 
I wave the honour to forward to your Excellency copies of the Blue 
Book for 1850. 

The falling off in the revenue has been occasioned by there being no colonial 
import duty from the 15th February until the 5th September, as well as from 
the diminished crop of sugar. 

The embarrassment thereby created was at one time very distressing, as the 
inmates of the poor house could not be supported ; and but for the eleemosynary 
relief they were allowed to beg, may have died from starvation. 

The public servants were unable to procure the means of subsistence on the 
credit of their salaries. 

I am happy to state that there is hope of an increased revenue this year from 
increased crop; but I fear that there is no immediate prospect of the Treasury 
being in a solvent state. 

The rural population continue orderly and peaceable. A change is being 
gradually introduced into the system of working the sugar-producing estates 
by taking two days’ labour from the labourers in payment of rent of cottage, 
provision-ground, and pasture, engaging to employ them other two days at 
about 7d. sterling a-day, and leaving it optional with both parties to hire, or 
be hired, at the same rate for the other two days. 

This change has been introduced in consequence of the failure of the share 
system, and although 1s. 2d., or at the outside 2s. 4d. per week, seems a small 
hire for a labourer, yet it must be borne in mind that the privilege of pasture 
in this colony is most extensively taken advantage of by a very large number 
of the labourers possessing horned cattle, and many of them horses. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) A. STOBO. 
His Excellency R. J. Mackintosh, Esq., 
&e. &c. &c. 
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(No. 23.) No. 20. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Mackintosu to Earl Grey. 


Leeward Islands, Antigua, 
April 12, 1851. 
(Received May 8, 1851.) 
My Lorp, 

I wave the honour to transmit a copy of a Despatch which I have 
received from the President administering the government of Nevis, forwarding 
in duplicate the “ Blue Book ” of that island for the year 1850. 

2. I agree with the President's impression that a measure simplifying the 
relations of parties interested in the same estate would be of great value to this 
island. 

3. In the mean while, there are symptoms of an increasing number of 
gentlemen who addict themselves, in a spirit of self-reliance, to the cultivation 
of the soil, and in doing so furnish, I conceive, the best possible augury for the 
future. 


I have, &c., 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) R. J. MACKINTOSH. 
&e. &e. &e. 
(No. 12.) Enclosure in No. 20. 
Sir, Nevis, April 3, 1851. 


1, I nave the honour to forward the Blue Book for the year 1850. 

2. I regret the inability to call attention to any material improvement since 
my Report of last year. It is true the feeling of despondency then so very 
general has much abated, and that great efforts are being made by some to 
extend their cultivation; but the task of restoring this island to its former 
prosperity is, I fear, beyond the power of its present proprietary body ; the 
encumbered property must be relieved from its heavy liabilities before any 
permanent change can be hoped for. 

3. The revenue collected during the year not only defrayed the current 
expenditure, but, provided the means of liquidating a portion of the debt. 

4. The crop was unusually small, caused by a succession of dry weather. It 
is anticipated, however, that this year the deficiency will be fully compensated, 
and the yield of the two years will equal a fair average. 

5. Iam sorry to say that the schools have not maintained their accustomed 
credit, especially those under the management of the Wesleyan ministers, 
attributable principally to the resistance offered by the parents of the children 
to the making of the usual payments in aid of the schools. I trust the diffi- 
culty is but of a temporary nature, and that they will be restored to their 
former efficiency. 

6. The amount of population may be assumed at about 10,200. Some 
labourers left the parishes of Windward and Lowland, during the latter part 
of the year, for St. Vincent’s and Trinidad, but I am informed that nearly an 
equal number have returned to the island. 

7. The conduct of the labouring classes has not been as satisfactory as 
hitherto. Stealing—particularly canes—has prevailed to an unusual extent; 
the gaol has had an increased number of inmates; and the schools have been 
irregularly attended. Some improvement has, however, latterly taken place, 
and I hope in my next Report to be able to speak more favourably. 


I have, &c., 
(Signed) WILLOUGHBY SHORTLAND. 
His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief, 


&e. &e. &e. 
Antigua. 


No. 20, 


Encl, in No. 20. 


Blue Book in 
duplicate. 


HUhds, Trs. Bis, 
Sugar . 735 188 3,548 
Pans. Hhds, 
39 8 
Puns. Bis, 
Molasses 205 38 


Rum ,. 


Population 10,200. 
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Revenue. 
Zia 
T6560. «sc 49,510 
1849... . 42,193 
7,317 
Crops. 
Labour. 


1220 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


DOMINICA. 


(No. 9.) No. 21. 
Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor MAckINnTosH to Earl Grey. 


Leeward Islands, Antigua, April 28, 1851. 
(Received May 23, 1851.) 
My Lorp, 
I wave the honour to transmit herewith a copy in duplicate of the 
Blue Book of Dominica for the year 1850, together with a copy of the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s Despatch accompanying it. 

2. This island, from its larger proportional extent of waste land of excellent 
quality, is a member of this Government exciting, with reference to the possible 
development of its great natural resources, much interest, and I venture to 
conclude that your Lordship will peruse this Report with satisfaction. 

3. The Civil Establishment is on a more moderate scale of expense compared. 
with that of the other islands of this Government. In conjunction with this 
fact the increasing revenue of the past year is very satisfactory. 

4. The value of the principal article of export would seem to have been to a 
considerable degree under estimated in the Customs’ Returns, and leaves, as 
expressed in that form, unrepresented much that has been done in the raising 
of exchangeable products. 

5. I have communicated with the Lieutenant-Governor as to the unsatis- 
factory state as reported of the Treasurer’s securities. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) R. J. MACKINTOSH, 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, 
&e. &e. &e. 


Enclosure in No. 21. 


Dominica, Roseau, Government House, 
Sir, March 25, 1851. 


I nave the honour to transmit to your Excellency the Blue Book for 
the year 1850, with such observations thereon as the state and condition of the 
colony would seem to me to suggest. 

1. I would, in the first place, beg to draw your attention to the item under 
the head of Revenue, which, when compared with that of the preceding year, 
shows an increase amounting to 1,361/. 17s. 8d. ; and, in connexion with this 
subject, I would also submit a comparative table of the exports for the same 
period, from which may be viewed a progressive improvement in the resources 
of the colony. The finances have in consequence now assumed a healthy 
aspect ; and the colony will be able to meet its engagements, whether as 
regards the payment of the salaries to the public officers, when they become 
due, or to meet other demands. This important object, until lately, the 
Treasury was unable to accomplish, and the salaries of the public officers had 
been kept in arrears for a considerable period, so much so that the Legislature 
was under the necessity of having recourse to the measure of negotiating a loan 
from time to time from the Colonial Bank to obviate the inconvenience thereby 
occasioned. 

2. The crops promise an abundant harvest, perhaps never exceeded ; this 
circumstance, taken together with the economical mode of conducting and 
supplying the estates with stores and agricultural implements, &c., will, I 
trust, go far to dissipate the desponding tone lately assumed from the depres- 
sion which the low sales of the staple produce of the island have occasioned. 

3. Labour is continuous; nor has there been any complaint or representa- 
tion made of any disposition to the contrary. Wages range the same as in the 
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preceding year, viz., from 6d. to 9d. I believe both labourers and employers 
are equally satisfied that such a rate is a fair remuneration. 

4. Cotton has been partially cultivated to a small extent with a view to a 
trial, and it has been found to answer very well, particularly on land situated 
near the sea coast. 

5. I cannot avoid noticing that some changes in the existing laws are very ne- 
cessary, and should be introduced, several being framed during the period of 
slavery according to the then existing circumstances; amongst which is one di- 
recting gratuitous labour to be applied to the repairs of the public high and bye 
roads, and another, the Petty Debt Act which, I consider, operates very inju- 
riously to the interests of the lower classes. The Legislature, however, have 
expressed an intention of amending these statutes. 

6. There has been no crime of great magnitude committed during the past 
year; and offences of a general nature have much diminished. 

7. I regret to state that the jail is still far from complete. The accommoda- 
tion it affords is very inadequate, and completely prevents the proper classifica- 
tion of the prisoners; but the Legislature contemplate, as occasion offers, to 
make the necessary additions. 

8. Every effort has been made by those who are placed over the schools, 
whether of the Established Church, Wesleyan or Roman Catholic, to promote 
improvement, and inculcate knowledge amongst all classes of the youth of the 
island. A general and comprehensive measure for primary instruction is now 
under the consideration of the Legislature; and a Bill for that purpose has been 
read a second time. 

From the foregoing observations I feel warranted in assuming that if the same 
prudent course is pursued, this colony is in a fair way to become prosperous and 


happy. 
I have, &c., 


(Signed) G. MACDONALD, Lieut.-Governor. 
His Excellency Governor Mackintosh, 
&e. &e. &e. 
P. S.—The two almanacs annually required, cannot be forwarded this year, 
as none have been compiled. 


DOMINICA. 


Cotton. 


Laws. 


Crime. 


Jail. 


Education. 
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BRITISH GUIANA. 


(No. 75.) No. 22. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Barkty to Earl Grey. 


Government House, May 1851. 
My Lorp, (Received July 7, 1851.) 

In forwarding the annual Blue Book for 1850, I shall as usual on such 
occasions offer a few remarks upon each of the various subjects to which the 
Schedules in it relate, and as the consolidated Returns of the stipendiary 
magistrates for the last half of that year have only lately reached me, | purpose 
making them also enclosures* to this Despatch, as they throw much light on 
several of those points to which it will be my duty to advert. 

2. The abstracts of revenue and expenditure will be found to be simplified, 
and the items better arranged than in former years, but the forms lately 
adopted in the financial statements laid before the Combined Court appear to 
me nevertheless to present so much clearer and readier an insight into the 
finances of the colony that I transmit copies. 

3. Under the head of Local Revenue I have added for the first time a state- 
ment of the expenditure for municipal purposes in the town of New Amsterdam, 
which is even heavier in proportion than that of Georgetown. 

4, Thirty-three Ordinances were passed in 1850, being a large increaseon 
the number in the previous year; among those which have received Her 
Majesty’s assent, the most important are Nos. 7 and 8, passed respectively by 
the Court of Policy and Combined Court for securing 250,000/. (two hundred 
and fifty thousand pounds) of the guaranteed Parliamentary Loan to this 
colony, and Nos. 29 and 30 for facilitating the duties of justices of the peace, 
copied from the 11th and 12th Vict., c. 42 and 43. 

No. 33, for the more effectual prevention of wilful trespass on land and 
other property, is also an Ordinance likely to prove valuable. Nos. 20, 21, 22, 
and 23, intended to amend and consolidate the laws affecting immigration, are 
still under your Lordship’s consideration. With reference more particularly 
to the prohibition placed by the Directors of the East India Company on the 
emigration of their native subjects, unless a return passage (on the expiration 
of five years), at the expense of the colony be guaranteed to them. Some idea 
of the laborious nature of the duties discharged by members of the Court of 
Policy, and of the time diverted from other business, may be formed by looking 
at the dates of the passing of these 33 Ordinances, which show the Court to 
have been occupied with legislation during 10 months of the year. 

5. Some decrease in the civil establishments of the colony will be found to 
have taken place during the past year. As in accordance with votes of the 
Combined Court only four superintendents of rivers and creeks have been 
employed since the 30th of June instead of six as heretofore, and five Commis- 
saries of taxation in place of seven. No retiring allowance was provided for 
the officers thus struck off; but I have since had it in my power, on the resig- 
nation of Mr. Fennell, Superintendent for the County of Demerara, to confer 
that office on Mr. Hancock, whose services in the same capacity for the 
Mahaica and Mahaicony Creeks had been thus unceremoniously dispensed 
with, whilst provision having been (unsolicited) made for an additional Commis- 
sary for the County of Essequebo by the Combined Court of 1851, I have been 
enabled to restore Mr. William Jeffrey to the office he before held. Mr. For- 
rester, the other Commissary discontinued, having subsequently died, Mr. De 
Wolff, Ex-Superinteadent of the Courentyne River, is the only old public 
servant still to be provided for when an opportunity presents itself for so - 
doing. 

The only new office created was that of Crown Solicitor, for whom a salary 
of 300/. (since reduced to 200/.) was voted with the view of saving the colony 
the costs often incurred in legal proceedings undertaken on behalf of public 
officers, owing to the necessity of employing a solicitor to act under the 
Attorney-General, and also of aiding the latter in getting up evidence and 
eS Sie Pe ee eee ecen nn: 


* The Stipendiary Magistrates’ Returns are not printed, being voluminous. 
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collecting witnesses for criminal prosecutions. Mr. R. W. Imlach was BRITISH GUIANA. 


selected for this appointment, because he had previously performed some of 
these duties gratuitously. The principal changes during the year arose 
from the deaths of Mr. Retemeyer, the Colonial Receiver-General, and 
Mr. Hollingsworth, the Assistant Receiver-General, whose places, in both 
instances, were supplied by the promotion of officers in the same departments. 

6. On the subject of officers giving security, I would remark that a very 
material alteration will be made in their position, should a Bill which I have 
introduced into the Court of Policy for the creation of an Auditor-General of 
Accounts pass into law, as that officer, besides investigating from time to time 
the books of the different departments, will be specially charged with the 
custody of all security bonds, and with the decision as to parties offering 
to become sureties, whom he will be empowered to require to justify their 
sufficiency by oath. 

7. In turning to those returns which relate more particularly to the actual 
state of the colony during the past year, I shall, as I have hitherto done, for 
convenience’ sake, divide them into two principal heads, according as they bear 
upon the moral or the physical aspect of the question. Under the first I shall 
combine the consideration of the statements respecting religion, education, and 
crime. Under the second, that of those connected with commerce, agricul- 
ture, imports and exports, &c. 

8. As all comparative conclusions drawn from the former depend on the 
numerical amount of population to which they relate, I am sorry that I am 
obliged to show a blank in the present Blue Book on this score, the returns of 
the census taken on 31st March last not having yet been sufficiently classified 
and consolidated to admit of their being used. I am led to believe, however, 
that the total population, exclusive of independent tribes of aboriginal Indians, 
will prove about 126,000 souls, or 6,000 more than estimated in the half- 
yearly tables of the Stipendiary Magistrates sent herewith. 

9. The clergy of those denominations which receive aid from the State were 

neither added to nor subtracted from in 1850. The number of churches and 
chapels shows an apparent increase of five. The attendants, however, would 
seem to have somewhat diminished both at the Established Churches and at 
the others, in the last half of the year. On the other hand, there is a slight 
increase both in the number of baptisms and marriages. 
—) 10. Under the head of schools a decrease of three is recorded among those 
established by the missionaries, but the account of scholars is more encou- 
raging than it has been for some time past, showing that 6,633 children were 
on the lists of day-schools at the end of the year, against 5,616 at the end of 
1848, and 5,153 on 31st December, 1849. Of these 2,284 were, as shown by 
the Blue Book, at the parochial schools of the Church of England, and 488 at 
the parochial schools of the Church of Scotland, and 1,048 at schools 
established by the Wesleyans, leaving 2,763 for other religious denominations, 
the majority probably being under the London Missionary Society, though the 
numbers shown in that Society’s Report for 1850 is only 1,077, several schools 
making no returns. The numbers at Sunday-schools are, in all cases, about 
one-fourth larger, occasioned, in some instances, by the attendance of adult 
immigrants, chiefly Africans. At. those rural schools, more particularly 
under the supervision of the Commissioners of Education, where the masters 
are remunerated by a per capita allowance made by the colony in lieu of 
salaries, as in the parish schools; the number, which in 1849, owing to the 
stoppage of the supplies, fell from 3,026 to 1,686, has again risen to 2,492. 

11. Your Lordship may, I think, on the whole regard these statistics as of a 
cheering nature; and as the Commissioners of Education have at length pub- 
lished a Report, laying down the principles on which they consider the State 
should act in regard to public instruction, I trust no long time will elapse 
before the means of education are rendered more commensurate with the 
requirements of the population than they have eyer yet been. To the effects 
of some such general system of instruction, and to those effects alone, can we 
look, under Providence, for a happy issue to the great social experiment now 
in progress in this colony ; and it is evident that active co-operation on the part 
of the Colonial Legislature is imperatively and immediately necessary to afford 
the rising generation in the more remote and uncultivated districts over which 
population is now scattering itself, the opportunity of that religious and moral 
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Gaols and prisons. 


Enclosure C., pages 
134 and 135. 
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Enclosure DD., 
page 136. 
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training without which they threaten to grow up mere African savages. 
Experience has shown, that however successful the voluntary principle may 
prove in diminishing the labours of the State-paid churches in densely-peopled 
and wealthy neighbourhoods, it cannot, from its very nature, support ministers 
and teachers in these distant wilds, which consequently stand in need of liberal 
missionary assistance from some quarter or another, as any tax which could 
possibly be levied on the settlers themselves, with a view to checking so 
lamentable a secession from productive industry, would be but of inconsiderable 
amount. Your Lordship is aware that I did not fail to impress considerations 
like these upon the Combined Court, and I am happy to say that curates have 
been provided for the Upper Demerara River and Corentyne Coast, and a 
catechist for the River Pomeroon, where the people have latterly been utterly 
destitute of instruction. 

12. As crime and ignorance ever go hand in hand, it will, I fear, be years 
before the Blue-Book returns on this head can be held up as really satisfactory. 
The hopes, indeed, which I expressed last year that the amelioration then 
noticed might prove progressive, appear on the face of the returns now sent not 
to have been disappointed, for the total number of commitments recorded is 
only 2,750, against 3,409 in 1849, and 3,691 in 1848; but it will be seen from 
the enclosed Consolidated Returns of Commitments since 1835, printed by 
order of the Court of Policy, that even this number considerably surpasses the 
commitments in any year previous to 1846; and they present a still further 
unsatisfactory feature in the increasing proportion of prisoners committed 
“ twice or oftener,” amounting in 1850 to 33 per cent. of the whole. In fact, 
although with the revival of agriculture and the more punctual payment of 
wages fewer commitments to gaol have taken place, this circumstance must, I 
fear, be attributed rather to the immunity from imprisonment granted (as the 
law now stands) upon payment of pecuniary penalties to so many offences, 
including even petty thefts; for an examination of the comparative Tables 
annually forwarded will show that a larger number of cases were disposed of, 
both by the stipendiary magistrates and by the police magistrates of George- 
town than in 1849; whilst from the half-yearly returns from the former it will 
be found that the proportion convicted increased in the latter part of the year. 

13. The only point, indeed, which I can with genuine satisfaction refer is 
the diminution in crimes of a serious character, as exhibited partially in the 
enclosed statements of trials before the Supreme Criminal Court, and still more 
fully in the continued decrease in the number of felonies reported in the sti- 
pendiary magistrates’ returns, which has now gone on uninterruptedly for two 
years past. Murder, which was at one time so rife, has nearly disappeared, 
no conviction having taken place in 1850; and highway robbery, which once 
prevailed to so terrible an extent, is now unheard of. The improved discipline 
enforced among the convicts at the penal settlement in the Massaroony, will, I 
trust, enable us to maintain the advantage thus gained, and the adoption of a 
more efficient system of hard labour in the colonial gaols, with regard espe- 
cially to prisoners convicted of theft more than once, may, I earnestly hope, 
extend the improvement to the perhaps not less hardened offenders, who con- 
trive to steer clear of graver crimes. 

14. With a view of enabling your Lordship to judge of the condition of the 
Penal Settlement, I forward a return of the number of convicts remaining 
there at the end of the year, and the nature of their occupations, also a con- 
tinuation of the returns as to their attendance and progress at the school, which 
I can, from personal inspection, attest, is producing very beneficial effects on 
their habits and demeanour. Lastly, an extract from the register of mortality, 
showing, that out of an average of more than 200 convicts always on the spot, 
only two died during the year (one of them accidentally drowned while 
bathing), a result which reflects the highest credit on all the officers connected 
with the establishment, and awakens very painful anxiety as to the numerous 
deaths which took place in the years immediately preceding the recent inquiry. 

15. In reporting upon the condition and prospects of colonial agriculture 
during the past year, it is my desire, as it has ever been, to give a fair and im- 
partial view ofa subject on which so much difference of opinion has, for a long 
time past existed, and though I myself entertain no doubt that a very decided 
improvement has manifested itself in the position of the planting interests, and 
think it so desirable that the fact should be stated, that I expressed my con- 
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viction of it on opening the Combined Court, publicly and without fear of con- 
tradiction, I shall not rely on the present occasion on the expression of my 
individual views in opposition to the lamentable picture which the Commis- 
sioners of Inquiry into the State and Property of the Colony have lately 
published, but shall refer your Lordship to those of a body of gentlemen well 
qualified to judge, both from experience and interest—the Chairman and Di- 
rectors of the British Guiana Bank—whose Report herein enclosed, contains in 


its concluding paragraphs as correct and as business like a resumé of the ! 


brightening prospects of the colony as could be penned. 
16. Nor will the return of plantations sold at execution sales during 1850 


by the Provost Marshal, belie their assertions, for those especially which were put ' 


up in the latter parts of the year brought prices, low though they be, better by far 
than they would have commanded at any time during the two previous years. 
17. The exports of the colony having been almost to a hogshead the same as 


in 1849: it is clear that this improvement is mainly due to the more remune- !} 


rative prices obtained for sugar in Europe, and its continuance, therefore, I 
need hardly state, is, to a great degree, contingent upon similar causes. The 
difference in the value of the two crops will be seen from the statement in the 
Blue Book to have amounted to no less than 140,000/. sterling, a sum which, 
supposing estates on the average to have just covered their expenses in the 
previous year, was left as clear profit on the capital embarked in the production 
of sugar in this colony. As the value of the imports into the colony increased 
nearly to as large an extent, viz., 127,000/., it is probable, however, that a 
great part of this profit was again invested by proprietors in improving the 
condition of their estates, of which I trust the results will be exhibited even in 
the present year’s crop, the prospects of which at present are very satisfactory. 

18. On the whole, whatever prognostications of ill the Commissioners of 
Inquiry may have indulged in, prognostications, it should be observed, actually 
reduced to writing before the date of my Despatch sent with the Blue Book of 
1849, though only now published, I must avow myself very thankful that the 
colony has made much greater progress than could have been anticipated in so 
comparatively brief a space of time, and also far more confident than I should 
then have venturedto express myself as to its future prosperity. 

I have, &c., 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) HENRY BARKLY. 
&c. &e. &e. 


Enclosure (A) in No, 22. 


Rerurns of the Stipendiary Magistrates in British Guiana for the Half-year ending 
83lst December, 1850. 


(Not printed, being voluminous.) 


Enclosure (B) in No. 22. 
British Guiana.—Financiat Statement, No. 1, of 1850. 


Tue Recetver-Generat and Assistant REcEIVER-GENERAL in Account with the Colony 
of British Guiana. 


Dr. 


Dolls. Cents.| Dolls. Cents.| Dolls. Cents, 
ap. 4,905 95 | 


To Balance from 1849, as per last account : 
Less—Due by the former Assistant Receiver- 
General in Berbice, H. J. Baird . : é ae 2,488 95 


Actual Balance in the Chests, viz.— 
In Georgetown 2,098 dolls. 081 cents, in New 


j 
Amsterdam 318 dolls. 912 cents. . , A | “oe er 3 
To amount of Promissory Notes on hand, 31st Dec. 1849, | i 
taken on account of the Import Duty of that year, ' 
and since collected 14,505 653 


To the following Arrears of Taxes for 1849 and previous 
years, also collected and applied in liquidation of the 
Unpaid Accounts per contra, viz.— 
Arrears of Colony Craft Tax . 5 A - 1210) | 
0 


#5 Horse and Carriage Tax . . . 199 
Fi Produce Tax . : - . 1,798 05 j 
‘55 Income Tax . ‘ P i 4 347 163/ 

ke nimel: See LS 
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BRITISH GUIANA. The Receiver-General and Assistant Receiver-General in Account with the Colony of 
= British Guiana—continued. 
Dr.—continued. 


Dolls. Cents.} Dolls, Cents. Dolls. Cents. 


For service of 1846— 


Horse and Carriage Tax . ; ; s 10 60 
Income Tax . ‘ . ; ‘ ‘ a 0 ‘ 
a 140 
For service of 1847— 
Horse and Carriage Tax . ‘i . . 46 0 
Produce Tax . ‘ ‘ ; . : 486 15 
Income Tax . - 7 4 R 57 60 
—-— 589 75 
For service of 1848— 
Horse and Carriage Tax . . . - | 78,908 -.0 
Produce Tax . . . 2 : 6,708 19 
Income Tax . % ‘ : = i 9,239 O 
|\#_———_——_——| 19,855 19 


For service of 1849— 
Horse and Carriage Tax . ; . -| 3,472 0 
Produce Tax . e ° 4 . - | 24,075 22 
Income Tax... ; ‘ A 1,976 26 


35,523 48 
Total Arrears collected : ; = oh —————_——| 58,328 332 


To Amount of the General Revenue received during the 
year from all sources, as under— 


Import Duty . : ° . {414,224 88 
Less—Amount of Drawbasks, &c, - F . | 10,160 86 
iH———_——|404,064 02 
Wine and Spirit’Duties . 4 F : . | 48,497 142 
Less—Amount of Drawbacks . ; F 5 645 03 |. 
47,852 11} 
Beacon and Tonnage Duties . ‘ s E ae 37,787 14 | 
Rum Doty... . {112,418 632 
Less— Comptroller’s Commissions, &e. . - | 3,062 06 
09 a8: Bh 
Tax on Marshal’s Sales, Berbice : . rn = 2,050 67 
Auction Duty, 1 per cent. : ° . : a 699 95 
Ditto, Berbice . ° " > : eee 240 34 
Auction Licences . é ‘ 5 . ets 400 0O 
Bonded Warehouse Licences : - 7 : 7 562 25 
Craft Licences , - ° : . ; ae Me 6,778 272 
Cart Licences f . c 3 ‘ 3 2,033 33} 
Cart Tax vw é ? . F : 121 50 
nee 2,154 833 
Gun Licences . “ : * ° cadke 963 982% 
Huckster Licences “ : A 2 : ae 10,425 92 
Liquor Store Licences . . : . os 1,435 0 
Public Entertainment Licences 3 ° s anes 160 O 
Porters’ Licences . = F : ° : io 273 13} 
Retail Spirit Licences, Town . ‘ ‘ ; eee 39,820 0 
Ditto, Rural Districts. F * A 5 hear! 39,560 0O 
Shop and Store Licences = ‘ . | 28,645 '79 
Less—Refunded and Returned in Discount for 
Income Tax, &c. e F ° P 4,535 15 
——] 24,110 64 
Weighers’ and Gaugers’ Licences. . . 35 «(OO 
Woodcutting Licences . . : F : 2,792 04 
Grants of Land . : * a & . eo 142 26 
Acre Money - . : . : : : 1,058 86% 
For service of 1850— 
Produce Tax, 1849 . : : f ‘ sae 5,478 0 
Income Tax, 1849 . : : i ae 6,225 67 
Horse and Carriage Tax, 1849 . ie 1,337 0 
Fees of the Government Secretary’s Office, George- 
town ates 6,179 27 
Fees of the Assistant Government Secretary’ 8 Office, 
Berbice . ; 750 40 
Less—Paid Assistant Government Secretary, until 
the duties were annexed to the Office of Assistant 
Receiver-General é ‘ ; é ‘ 585 0 
: _ 165 40 
Fees of the High Sheriff's Office : ° . tS 2,098 0 
Fees of the Sheriff's Office, Berbice . : F ae 199 0 


Fees of the Registrar’s Office, Georgetown . . | 25,536 602 
Less—Paid out to Registrar, Sworn Clerks, &c. . | 23,410 44 
2,126 16} 
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The Receiver-General and Assistant Receiver-General in Account with the Colony of 
British Guiana—continued. 


Dr.—continued. 


Dolls, Cents.} Dolls, Cents.} Dolls. Cents, 
Fees of the Registrar’s Office, New Amsterdam .| 3,864 95 . 
Less—Paid out to Registrar and Sworn Clerks . | 3,418 05 
_—_—_— 446 90 
Fees of the Office of Secretary to Chief Justice . ans 1,088 26 
Seizures : ° F 2,552 414) 
Less—Paid out to Seizing Officers, sh, - | 1,186 75 
————_——-} 1,365 661 
Fines collected . : . 3 4,466 62 
Less—Paid out to Officers, &e. . . : 287 84 
41178 8 
Fines under Ordinance 19,1845 . 5,285 22 
Less—Paid out for Stationery for Magistrates, 
Rent of Court Rooms, Constables, &c. . ; 983 49 
— 4,301 73 
Fines of the Police Magistrate’s Office . 2,800 05 
Less—Paid out for Stationery, &c. . 5 145 17 
2,654 28 
Interest received on Town-Council Bonds . ° : 494 162 
Amount received from Burial-ground, New 
Amsterdam s ‘ 167 14 
Proceeds of the Sale of a small Steam Engine at 
La Penitence . ate 113. 70 
Amount received from Royal ‘West ‘India Steam 
Packet Company for conveyance of Fagor 
Mails to Berbice : errate 2,280 0O 
Total Amount of the General Revenue F a 172,615 133 
To the following Sums also received this year, in advance 
for the service of 1851, viz.— 
For service of 1851— 
Horse and Carriage Tax . ‘ ; ; 2% 14 0 
Income Tax . : F . . . tele 60 83 
Produce Tax . . 3 : 5 . . 153 65 
228 48 
To Amount Invoice of Copper Coins, received from 
Messrs. Cavan Brothers & Co., Exchange 4 dolls. 80 cts.) £109 2 7 523 82 
Less—Their Commissions and Shipping Charges . 9: 2 
—— 43 82 
Being 33/. in Penny-pieces, 607. in Halfpence, and 
7. in Farthings . : 100 0 0 sys 480 0 
To Amount Bills drawn on the Loan Commissioners for 
Passage-money of sundry Portuguese Immigrants, 
charged per contra, 1,094/. 18s. 9d.— —Exchange, 
4 dolls. 74 cents. A are 5,190 O 
To Amount Sums paid in London by the Commissioners 
of the Loan for Immigration purposes, in addition to 
above, and for Interest on the 170,000/. Bonds, as 
charged per contra, 9,059/. 6s. , : : : : 43,484 64 
48,674 64 
To Amount received on account of 1,329 dolls. 09 cents, 
due by Mr. Whinfield to the Colony : Ab 4 owe a 996 "15 
To Balance in hand, as per annexed Account Current, 
for special purposes, No. 2, brought forward . : ya] We 300 164 
898,546 17 
Cr. 
By Amount of the General Expenditure of the Colony 
for the year 1850, as under, viz.— Dolls, Cents. 
EcciestasticaL EsTaBLISHMENTS— 
Parish of All Saints ¢ 5 . rs - hee 625 50 
>, St. Andrew . F ; 5 ° re vc 1,562 50 
>, St. Catherine . . ‘ . > oe 312 70 
>» St. Clement . : . ‘ . ens 1,441 88 
», St. George = . : ; et 9,205 "15 
an Ob Oln, . : A : aha 312 15 
>, St. James 4 ; a as 1,212 75 
>> St. Luke sale SUBRE Bh A ee — 1,520 45 
>> St. Mary ‘ 3 ; é A peer 312 75 
St. Mark 5 5 . = eS 642 ‘15 
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BRITISH GUIANA. The Receiver-General and Assistant Receiver-General in Account with the Colony of 
British Guiana—continued. 


Cr.—continued. 


Dolls. Cents. 
182 10 


Dolls. Cents. 


. Cents, 
Parish of St. Michael . 3 c 


Soe > oe ean) « - ri r a : 1,012 5 

>> St. Peter : ‘ “ ; : 312 15 

s5~—CO St. Patrick : : : < 391 0 

a St: Swithin é i PF 625 50 
And for Repairs of Senda : 900 =O 

>> St. Saviour . 3 Z 1,012 115 
The Trinity . ‘ . . c 312 15 

Dutch Reformed Church : ° . 250 O 
Roman Catholic Church . - P : F 71,094 Tl 


Wesleyan Missionary Church . ‘ P . 2,500 


24,834 09 
Scnoo.s, viz.— 
St. George’s Free School . 0 
St. Andrew’s Parochial . 0 
Infant School Institution . ; : 0 
Wesleyan Church School, two years . . 0 
Coolie School, Half-year’s Grant . : 0 
Roman Catholic School, Georgetown ° 0 
Ditto, New Amsterdam . : 117115 
Church of England School, New Amsterdam 333 0 
Kirk of Scotland School, New Amsterdam . 333 0 
School for Indians at Bartica : : 400 0 
Ditto ditto at Indiana . F i. - Asan 228 77 
Collegiate Grammar-school, Georgetown —. : 1,200 0 
Schools in Rural Districts, from Ist January to 

31st December, at 2 dolls. per caput . - : 2,793 50 

9,507 02 

ANNUITIES AND GRATUITIES— 

Paid Annuitants on Estimate . a Ste 2 
Gratuity to the Widow of the late J udge Firebrace Z 2,400 0 
Ditto to Dr. Clifton, J.P., for service as Magistrate 2 240 O 

——_—| 3,217 12 


Tuer Poor, viz.— 
Board of Poor’s Fund and Alms?-house, including 
8,213 dolls. 35 cents due by the Board on the 
1849 Expenditure . 
Paid in aid of the Poor of the Rural Parishes a 
Special Vote to Dr. Hutson, for attending si haa 
Coolies in Georgetown Gaol . . 


32,665 57 
10,042 30 


250 0 
—_——_——| 42,957 81 


Tue Hosprtats— 


Ordinary Expenses of the Colonial Hospital . 41,246 11 
Physician to ditto . . . . . . 2,250 0 
Resident Surgeon . P es 3 ' 1,400 0 
Additional Resident Surgeon . . : 146 31 
Secretary to Board of Directors . . 1,000 0 
Ordinary Expenses of Seamen’s Hospital . 3,663 65 
Physician to ditto . 1,250 0 

Ordinary Expenses of Hos ital, Berbice, including 
Asylum and Poor Bapenditre . . ° 16,112 44 
Visiting Physician . * 1,680 0 
Lazaretto Kaoo Island . ° 3 : 814 55 

69,563 06 
Pouice EstaBLisHMENT— 

Salaries s * < ‘ Ss : 40,307 90 
Rent of Stations . . . . . . 5,581 80 
Medical Attendance . . ‘ ° . 162 83 
Shoeing Horses, &c. . x : = F 1,851 16 
Hospital Expenses . : . ° : 761 40 
Horses Purchased . . 5 ‘ : ; 1,793 35 
Boat Account < = A f ; 1,206 26 
Freight and Cartage 2 . : : . 634 22 
Forage and Fodder « ‘ ‘ é z 8,285 0 
Saddlery . . - - : ‘ . sss 81 
Contingencies ; 2,828 54 

Special Vote for arrears of Rent of Pomona Police 
Station . . ‘ . : . A 308 50 
95,209 177 

Less—Refunded by the Banks for Night Guards, 
and received for sundry Horses and Packages sold 2,269 0 


92,940 77 
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The Receiver-General and Assistant Receiver-General in Account with the Colony of 
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Cr.—continued. 


® Dolls. Cents, 
Gaots— 

Georgetown . . : . : : 5 i 
Mahaica . ‘ = ° ° eer 
Wakenaam . : . . . : . oo 
Capoey ° . ° . ° . F bet 
Temporary . ° . . : . Er ali 
Berbice a's 
Special Vote to James Smith for arrears of Salary 

due to him as Keeper of Lock-up at Friends. eik's 


Less—Amount received for Dieting Military 
Prisoners, &c.  . & 2 - Fy 


Prenat SerTrLEMENT— 


Salaries ; re . ~ . : 

Provisions . s 5 . fe ~ . 
Hospital . . . F : 
Tools . s é 4 A FA 2 . 
Materials. . - . . . = . 
Contingencies . . ° . . : 


Paid for Timber for Sawing P . ‘ 


Less—Amount received during the year for Stone 
and Plank . : : . ‘ ! . 


Revenve EstaBLisHMENTS— 
Colonial Receiver-General ; é é . 
Clerks for the Office of ditto . ‘ 
Assistant Receiver-General . : 
Financial Accountant . * P F 
Clerks for the Office of ditto 
Inspector of Import Duties. < = . 
Sub-Inspector of ditto, Berbice. - * . 
Out-door Supervisor of Aid-Waiters . : 5 
Expenses for Boat and Crews, Day and ‘2 for 

ditto % 


Clerks, Warehouse “Keeper, and Lockers P F ; 
Clerk and Warehouse Keeper, Berbice : . 4 
Aid-Waiters 


Rent of Custom-House, New Arvosterdam, snd fie 
River and Courantyne Boats for aah soe of 


Smuggling : : . : 
Superintendents of Rivers and Creeks : 3 ° 
Commissaries of Taxation . . * ‘ . 


Civit, Estasursaments— 
Agricultural Chemist, nine months’ Salary of, and 
Expenses of the Laboratory . . : 5 


Commissary of encom ‘ . . : ; 
Crown Surveyor . : = . 
Crown Solicitor, nine wioniha” Salary. - 


Copying Clerk, Court of Policy and Combined Court : 
Usher to ditto ‘ . . . . : 


Conrincent Expenses or JusticE— 
Expenses of Jurors, Witnesses, Medical Exami- 
nations, &c. 


Rent of Office for Petty Debt Court, Georgetown . . 
Ditto, New Amsterdam, nine months e ~ ne 
Clerk to Sheriff of Berbice - . . . . 
Ditto ditto Essequebo . : 
Additional Salary to Mr. ae “Clerk to the 

High Sheriff. e é . * Sy 
Police Magistrate . . . ’ ‘ * % 
Clerk to ditto ° . . . e ‘ . 


rd 


Dolls. Cents- 


13,955 04 
2,121 07 
2,297 46 
2,460 54 
1,011 15 
5,670 55 

447 60 

27,963 41 

753 06 

14,255 32 

6,774 19 
725 44 
489 31 

2,532 66 

3,080 85 

1,386 0 

29,243 77 
5,966 032 
4,800 0 
3,587 "15 
2,520 0 
3,600 0 
1,800 0 
1,920 0 
1,000 0 
1,920 0 
1,861 0 
4,057 76 

800 0 

14,522 0 
1,572 90 
7,625 0 
7,000 0 
4,876 5 


Dolls. 


27,210 35 


58,586 41 


9,376 52 


+ 13,963 10 


Cents, 
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BRITISH GUIANA. The Receiver-General and Assistant Receiver-General in Account with the Colony of 
at British Guiana—continued. 


Cr.—continued. 


Dolls, Cents. | Dolls. Cefits. | Dolls. Cents. 


Pusiic Dest— 
Amount remitted to Loan Commissioners to invest 
in Three per Cent. Consols towards the Sinking 


Fund, for the first Immigration Loan. aes 52,191 35 
Amount of Interest paid in England on 170, 0001., 
Loan for Immigration . olive 37,440 0 
Amount of Interest ite on the Deposits in the 
Savings’ Bank . " ‘ 1,890 35 
Amount of Interest paid on Dr. Rodie’s claim. ao Ne 2,528 14 
94,050 44 
Pustic Burtpincs— 
Amount expended in Demerara and Essequebo by 
the Commissioners . : * 6 ; Saar 5,247 02 
Ditto, in Berbice . : : 300 25 
Rent of Residence for His Excellency ‘the Governar sapeta 2,880 0O 
Warden of Public Buildings . . 5 ae 800 0 
Colony Housekeeper, New Amsterdam ; eo 667 0 
Paid special Vote to Messrs. Morison and Knox, for 
Painting the Asylum and Hospital, Berbice, 1847 oy pee 152638... .0 
Lot 27 
Frerries— 
Amount of Contract for Demerary Ferry . . yok 2,333 0 
Extra Trips, Demerara Ferry Steamer : are 260 0 
For making up Road on west side and Tarring 
Stelling (nine months) ‘ zi ait 450 0 
Amount paid for Repairs to Berbice Ferry . : ‘ 722 88 
Less—Amount of Ferriage received . “ ‘ 392 58 
330 30 
3,373 39 


Postiic Roaps anp BripGEs— 
Amount paid out by Central Board . 5 ee 4,473 97 
Less—Amount received from Plantations Grove, 
Fellowship, and Huntley, with 10 per cent. on 


Advances for Road Repairs . . . ; So 82 35 
7,391 62 
Salary of Commissary of Roads and Bridges 2 ait te 750 0 


——]| 8,141 62 


Pitot CommiTTEES— 


Amount paid for Lighthouse. : . . thee 996 0 

Amount Vote for Berbice paid . . : . wre te 1,200 0 

Paid Survey of Berbice Light Ship . ; . cule 250 0 
Nerina ge aA 


ImmicRATIon Purroses— 
Amount paid out of the Colonial Treasury for 
Bounties and for Expenses of Superintendence 
during the year, as under— 
1st. Bounties on 744 men 

Ditto 370 women 
Ditto 119 boys All Portuguese ae 34,340 0 
Ditto 94 girls. 
Ditto 89 infants (free). 


Kroomen and 


Ditto 99 women 
: Free Settlers, 1 25926 . 0 
Dirttet:! "Pen Sierra Leone 


Ditto 5 infants (free). 


1,530 
To 262 Coolies, per Lord Hungerford, Success, and 
Nestor, in lieu of Return Passages to India ? arr ae 12,790 O 


2nd. Expenses of Superintendence— 


To Agents and Clerks . e . .| 3,248 0 
Health Officers’ Fees. : = ‘ 362 28 
Interpreters : . . . : 53 64 
Stationery . : : 2 ° ° 292 16 
Contingencies. . . . : 667 38 


4,624 06 


54,479 06 
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SSE 
Cr.—continued. 
a ee en 

Dolls. Cents, Dolls. Cents.| Dolls. Cents. 
Bill for Expenses of 72 Liberated Africans at Rio 
de Janeiro, received per “ Fame ”’. : 2 
Amount paid in London by the Commissioners, as 
under— 
Back Passages of Africans to Sierra Leone, 
SOUL Rs © wee ie A. § elo BO 
Allowances to Medical Officers on board Her 
Majesty’s Ship ‘‘ Growler ” when conveying 
Immigrants, 68/. lls. . : ; 2 
Advances to Mr. White on account of Salary, 
100/., and to pay Passage to Calcutta, 1277, | 1,089 60 


ors 204 82 


229 04 


Postages, 7/. 10s. . 5 2 36 0—(—O 
——| 6,044 64 
80,728 52 
MisceLLaneous— 
Paid for Books and Stationery for sundry Public 
Offices, Registrar’s Office for Fees for filing 
Claims, &c., Advertising Notices of Voters and 
Jury Lists, keeping-Publie Clocks in order, Feed- 
ing sundry Sick Paupers in the Country, and 
Burial of Dead Bodies, Expenses of the Thorough 
Drainage Committee, and other Sums of smaller 
amount classed under the head of ‘‘ Extra- 
ordinaries ” : : . ; , ie 3,502 60 
Paid special Vote Bill of Costs in re Watson ». 
Hackett . , : : & ‘ i aye. 338 90 
In part of Vote for the Expenses of the Commis- 
sion of Inquiry into the State of the Colony . ee 769 90 
Table Money to the Officers of the Garrison ; . 4,738 12 
Paid Vote for keeping Colonial Arms in order. Avert 200 0 
Special Vote to pay Balance of Account to Murray 
Brothers and Co., for Rifles imported in 1848 . ake" 520 0 
Paid Grant to the Astronomical and Meteorological : 
Society . ‘ - ; c : : —— 480 0 
——_—_—— 10,549 52 
Printing Expenses — 
Paid One Year’s Contract with Messrs. Baum and 
Dallas, to 3lst December, 1850 . 5 ‘ : 7,000 0O 
Paid Special Vote to ditto, for extra Printing in 
1849 ‘ = ; - és : ’ as 690 0O 
Paid for Publication of Notices in “‘ Berbice Gazette ” Ke es 700 0 
—————| 8,390 0 
Overtann Mar.— 
Amount of Expenses paid out for the Overland Mail 
to Berbice r a : . : Z es se 1,820 89 


Civit, Lisr— 
Amount paid out for the support of the Civil 
Government of British Guiana, in the year 1850, 
in conformity with the Civil List Ordinance . ard 162,004 96 
Less—This Sum returned into the Chest, being the 
unexpended Balance of the Civil List and Civil 
List Contingencies . : 3 é 3 Bey 5,627 213 


156,377 744 


Total General Expenditure . A or a 732,469 342% 


Amount of Berbice Paper Currency, viz.—86 Joes, 
45 Half-Joes, and 8 Quarter-Joes, equivalent to 
1,474 dolls. ; and of H. J. Baird’s Promissory 
Note of 5th January, 1845, for 100 dolls., in 
the Chest of the Assistant Receiver-General at 
Berbice, burnt by the Financial Representatives 
at Berbice, as per order of the Court of Policy, 
dated 7th November, 1850 . ry 5 : Mahe ‘ie 1,574 0 


By THE rotLowine VorEs or FORMER YEARS PAID, 


viz.— 
Balance due upon the Ice-House 2 . 7s 5,000 0 
For purchase of Percussion Rifles. ° . aus 600 0 
Dr. Hutson, to remunerate him for attending 
Vagrant Coolies . . . ° a 8 150). sO 
Parish of St. Saviour, Two Years’ Annual Grant . wt ip 4238200" 20 
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The Receiver-General and Assistant Receiver-General in Account with the Colony of 
British Guiana—continued. 


Dr. 


ScHoois, viz.— 

Master of the Collegiate Grammar School, from 
26th May to 31st Dec., 1849 . 5 

Presbyterian School, All ‘Saints, from Ist Oct. to 
31st Dec., 1849 ; 

Ditto, at Indiana, from Ist Oct. to 31st Dec., 1849 

Allowance to Schools in Rural Districts from 
Ist Oct., 1848, to 3lst Dec., 1849, at 2 dolls. 
per caput per annum . . . . 


Amount paid in part of Claims against the Colony, 
contracted in 1848, pee the Gappnee of the 
Supplies : : : 

Ditto, in 1849 fj 7 ‘ ‘ ‘ 3 


By Balance in Cash and Notes at one month on hand 
3lst December, viz.— 


Cash. Notes, 
In the Chest of the Re- Dolls. cents. Dolls. cents. 
ceiver-General . 3,666 042 16,952 95= 
Ditto Assistant Re- 
ceiver-General . 396 20% 966 37= 
4,062 253 17,919 32= 
E. E. 


Demerara, 26th February, 1851. 


Dolls. Cents.| Dolls. Dolls. Cents. 


Cents. 


16,864 15 
114,052 20 
——__—_—_——|1 42,581 55 


21,981 572 


898,546 17 


Wn. B. Pouiarp, Acting Financial Accountant. 


By Command, 


W. B. Wouszxey, Acting Secretary. 


British Gurana.—FInancia. STATEMENT, No. 2, of 1850. 


Tue Recetver-Generat and Asstsrant Recetver-Grnerat in Special Account with the 
Colony of British Guiana. 


Dr. 


For the following Sums received during the Year 1850 for particular Applieation :— 


To Brivez Totts— 
For the following Tolls received under Ordinance 

No. 3, of 1846, viz. : 
Canje Bridge . ; 
Mahaica ditto e : 
Mahaicony ditto . Fi 
Abary ditto . . 


. 


For amount of Interest on the Sinking Fund for 
the redemption of the Bridge Bonds received 
this year and reinvested, as charged per contra. 


To Dreposrrs— 

For unclaimed Balances received during this year 
from the Administrator-General, Demerara and 
Essequebo, in conformity with Clause 13, of 
Ordinance No. 17, anno 1846 : : 

Ditto, from Administrator-General, Berbice . 


Amount of Mortgage of 17,000/. lent thé Railway 
Company from the Orphan Chamber Deposits, 
received back from them in settlement of the 


new loan . . 
For Interest on ditto to date dise reed. . ° 


Dolls. Cents.{ Dolls, Cents.| Dolls. Ceats, 
2,602 91 
674 702% 
220 972 
90 35 
——--—— ——| 3,588 94} 
aoe 557 65 
eeeeinee| «4/148 80! 
fms 3,256 57 
‘ce 158 16 
—_——_——_| 3,414 173 
Peat e Le 81,600 0 
ay be Pri 5,191 35 
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The Receiver-General and Assistant Receiver-General in Special Account with the Colony BRITISH GUIANA, 
of British Guiana—continued. 


Oy 


Dr.—continued. 


To ParuiaMEeNTARY GuaRANTEED Loan— } Dolls. Cente. 
For 18 Bills drawn upon the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury under the authority 
of Ordinance No. 7, of 1850, in part of the 
Parliamentary Loan of 250,0001., viz. :— 
1 Bill . A ‘ ; . ‘ : E 
1 ditto . : All dated 11th Dee.,). 
1 ditto . 1850, at 30 days’ 
1 ditto . sight, in favour of]. 3 
5 Bills, ‘5001. cath | Peter Rose, Chair-;. eee 


5 ditto, 300/. each man of the Deme-|. “ 

2 ditto, 2507. each rara Railway Com-}. 

I ditto . pany . 

1 Bill, at 30 days’ sight, in favour of J. C. 
Schade, as Acting Colonial Receiver-General, 


dated 11th December 1850 . . ; Sens 


Exchange, 480 dolls. . ° amie 
To Boarp or Poor’s Funp— 
Received in conformity with Clause 6, of Ordi- 
nance No. 9, anno 1844, from Licensed Auc- 
tioneers, amount of the 2 per Cent. Auction 
Duty upon gross amount of Sales . . : . 


Cr. 


For the following Sums paid out this Year, as directed by Ordinances, or under the authority of 
the Court of Policy :— 


By Brivce ToLtis— Dolls. Cents.) Dolls, Cents.} Dolls. Cents. 


Paid Interest to the Holders of the Bonds for Loan 
for Public Bridges in terms of Ordinance No. 3, 


anno 1846 ; : Pea 3,368 50 
Paid 6 months’ salary of Abary Bridge Keeper ; es 100 0 
Paid Repairs of Mahaica Bridge . 5 oe 202 85 


. 3,671 35 
Invested in the Local Banks at 4 per cent. interest 


towards the Sinking Fund for Bridge Bonds . Se 557 65 
et ths 220m OO 
By Pouice Rewarp Funp— 
Paid out during the year by authority of Ordinance 
No. 9, anno 1839, 13th clause, for Pensions and 
Gratuities eens 980 0 
Less Fines on Policemen received during the year re 599 67 
——————— 380 33 


By Derposirs— 
Paid out this year to Claimants, under orders from 
the Court of Policy, from the unclaimed Balances 
deposited by the Administrator-General of Deme- 


rara and Essequebo_ . = ee 3,720 14 
Ditto, deposited by the ‘Administrator-General of 

Berbice. ae 222 80 
Ditto, Orphan Chamber deposits, Demerara and 

Essequebo . ; : ° 6 , es 3,797 37 
Ditto, ditto Berbice . . 5 ‘ F des 102 87 


—————| 17,843 18 


Remitted the Colonial Trustees, London, 17,0002. 
amount capital received back from the Railway 
Company to be invested in 3 per cent. Consols . a Bs oes 81,600 0 


By Demerara RarLway Company— 
Paid out to them under Ordinance No. 9, anno 
1850, in part of 50,000/. agreed to be lent them 
for the purpose of completing the Railway to 
Mahaica, 45,0002. ; exchange; 480 dolls. 5 Hanes 216,000 0 
For other 5, 000d. remitted to ‘be invested until the 
conditions of clauses 2 and 3 of Ordinance No. 9, 


anno 1850, be fulfilled; exchange, 480 dolls. . . 24,000 0 
240,000 0 
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BRITISH GUIANA. The Receiver-General and Assistant-Receiver-General in Special Account with the Colony of 


en British Guiana—continued. 
LL LL Sy 
Cr.—continued. 
By Boarp or Poors’ Funp— Dolls. cents, | Dolls. cents. | Dolls. cents. 


Paid out during the year to the Treasurer of the 
Board upon a general warrant, amount of the 


2 per cent. auction duties received . . . wate eis 1,400 0O 
For Balance due upon this account transferred to 
the general Account Current, No.1 . . . ee set 300 16} 


335,752 674 


E. E. Wm. B. Poutarn, Acting Financial Accountant. 


Demerara, 26th February, 1851. By Command, 
W. B. Wousszey, Acting Secretary. 


Enel. (C) in No. 22. Enclosure (C) in No. 22. 


Consotipatep Return of Commitments to the Gaols in British Guiana, from 1835 to 1840, 
both Years inclusive. 


eee 


Number of) Number Number 
Vane Gaol Europeans of Number of [Number of | of General] Grand 
oe and Portuguese. Creoles. | Coolies. | Commit- Total. 
Americans, ments. 

1835 | Georgetown . 50 oe 1,981 .° o* os 
Berbice. « « oe oe oe oe 57 2,088 

1836 | Georgetown . 182 57 2,106 oe oo oe 
Berbice. «6 - oe oe oe o- 33 2,378 

1837 | Georgetown . 97 20 1,855 o. oe oe 
Berbice. « . o. on ee oo 67 2,039 

1838 Georgetown . 93 53 1,939 oe oe ee 

Wakenaam ss. os oe oe os 25 o 
Berbice. . . oe os oe oe 192 2,302 

1839 | Georgetown . 87 18 1,486 5 +. oe 

Wakenaam. . oe oe oe oa 113 o. 
Berbice. «. « oe os oe oe 134 1,843 

1840 | Georgetown . 81 3 1,517 6 oe os 

Wakenaam. . oe ve oe oo 121 oe 
Berbice . . oe oe oe oe 178 1,906 
Total. . 590 151 10,884 ll 920 12,556 


ee ae 
J. Garpiner Austin, 
Janusry 22, 1851, Acting Assistant Government Secretary. 
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ConsoLipateD Return of Commitments to the Gaols in British Guiana, from 1841 to 1849, both 
Years inclusive, and Returns of Recommitments to Georgetown Gaol, from 1844 to 1849, 


1842 


1843 


1844 


1845 


1846 


1817 


1849 


Georgetown 
Mahaica . 
Wakenaam 
Capoey . 
Berbice . 
Georgetown 
Mahaica . 
Wakenaam 
Capoey . 
patie : 
eorgetown 
Mahsica . 
Wakenaam 
Capoey . 
Berbice . 
Georgetown 
Mahaica . 
Wakenaam 
Capoey . 
Berbice . 
Georgetown 
Mahaica . 
Wakenaam 
Capoey . 
Berbice . 
Georgetown 
Mahaica . 
Wakenaam 
Capoey . 
Berbice . 
Georgetown 
Mahaica . 
Wakenaam 
Capoey . 
Berbice e 
Georgetown 
Mahaica . 
Wakenaam 
Capoey . 
Berbice . 
Georgetown 
Mahaica . 
Wakenaam 
Capoey . 
Berbice . 


Total 


+ ¢ Calg eo od ie so & 6 sige ee ® YS & 8 ee rel BP eo 8 oF a Ss Ge B dite i616 ole We ee © 


Euro- 
peans and Ameri- 


Number of Portu- 
guese. 


iNumber ot 


Sues sg 


aor 
He es WHOM. « 


Number of Creoles 
and Africans. 


Number of General 


Number of Coolies. 
Commitments. 


Grand Total. 
tile ti Mattaalom, Ge pas epee sit) 1 ebreezbunes. 
Four Times. 


48 


—e 


© 6 Teeie & exe 
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eee be ere 


82 | 38 4 


J. Garpiner Austin, 


Twelve Times. 


Acting Assistant Government Secretary. 


Enclosure (D) in No 22. 


Return of the Number of Caszs disposed of by the Stipendiary Magistrates, exclusive 
of Petty Debt Cases, during the Years 1848, 1849, and 1850. 


January . 
February . 
March. . 
April . . 
May « « 
Jane « % 
July 
August. 
September . 
October . 
November . 
December 


Total 


155 


BRITISH GUIANA, 


Encl, (D) in No. 22. 
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BRITISH GUIANA. (D)—continued. 
Numser of Caszs disposed of by the Police Magistrate of Georgetown during the same 
period. 


1848 1849 


January . 235 322 

February . 314 255 376 
March. . 296 318 364 
April . .- 305 261 409 
May ... 389 309 362 
June. « 331 324 399 
Joly . «| 983 293 409 


August . 330 263 328 
September . 294 267 801 
October . 358 338 326 
November . 333 269 349 
December . 280 246 325 


3,818 | 3,465 | 4,307 


Cases under Tax Ordinance . 101 


Total . . ~ | 4,408 


Taken from the Returns. 
J. Garpintr Austin, 


April 24, 1851. Acting Circuit Stipendiary Magistrate. 


Encl. (D D) in Enclosure (D D) in No. 22. 


No. 22. 
Return of the Number of Prisoners at the different Gaols of the Colony at the end of 
each Quarter of 1848, 1849, and 1850. 


1848 1849 1850 


é a en 2/1/21] 3 Q yl 2 i @ 
Pb 2 Eee east Sie ele 
March . . 166 47 15 303 162 30 44 236 
June ei! 2% 150 47 43 281 182 45 57 284 
September .| 150 38| 66| 265| 205} 32} 51] 288 
December . 189 39 4) 212 176 25 26 227 


creas ee cae es [NT SS A MSS PALO 


171 | 165 }1,061 


Total. . 655 


Mem. of Number of Prisoners at the Penal Settlement. 


January 11,1848 . . ~ 151 
<s 1849 » « 550 
+ 1850 . . . 186 
Oe 1851 . . « 218 


Taken from the Returns. 
J. Garpiver Austin, 
April 25, 1851. Assistant Acting Government Secretary. 
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Enclosure (E) in No. 22. BRITISH GUIANA. 


Sratemznt of the Number of Persons Committed for Trial before the Supreme Court Encl. (E)in No. 22. 
of Criminal Justice at each of its Sessions held in and for the Counties of DemErara 
and Essequrno, in 1847, 1848, 1849, and 1850, distinguishing those Committed under 
each Head of Crimes mentioned in the Annual Blue Book. 


Number of Cases of | | 


. ——), Average Number of Cases | 
neem. Felony Misde- | at each Session, 
meanor, | | 
January 26, 1847 . 23 8 
April 20, a 29 a % i 
July 20, 6 21 sok al | 
November 9, ,, 19 | 
Tid. |, Sel Se 11 | Inis47 . . 253 
January 25, 1848. . 13 1 
April 18, Saas 23 1 
July 18, ee 2" 3 
November 14, ,, 43 1 
Total ¥; - | 106 12 In 1848 . . 293 
January 23, 1849 . 39 6 
April 17, dig tis ar 4 
July 17, a: 34 re 
November 13, ,, 35 4 
Total ,, 159 #8 | Inis49 . . 442 
ey cine gaa | 
January 22, 1850 . 18 1 
April 16, sie ce As 34 4 
July 16, ae ae 5 | 
November 12, , , 49 Cra 


Total ,, . | 182 L6>..« In IBSbioe + 2, 87 
la Sia ime | 


Total of four years . 489 57 Of four years . 344% | 


W. #H. Campsent, 
Registrar’s Office, Demerara and Essequebo, Clerk of Court. 
May 2, 1851. 


Enclosure (F) in No. 22. Encl. (F) in No. 22. 


A Tasutar Report of Her Majesty’s Penal Settlement, Massaroony River, for 
December, 1850. 


SS 
Distribution, Employment, and Average Number of Convicts this Month. 


Se 
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Encl. (G)in No. 22 


Encl. (H) in No. 22. 
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(F.)—continued. 
Tabular Return of Her Majesty’s Penal Settlement, Massaroony River, &¢.—continued. 


Recapitulation, Produce this Month. 


a A 
q | d 3 
n { oe 
ss i g g a a 
va Pe ae erles 5 5 5 e g 
2/313 Pa cS ea ra ie me , a fog | Big 
o } 3 od a | & a s irs] a a ay s 
i=} i= Ss = il a 2: 98 a 2 = ° EI o 3 
2 a GI s & & | 3 ‘e a + wo a a 2 
&/ 2/2 al Sieg |< lem -} ge fa ml A Biel ge | el ees 
i) + bee ce tee a | het t~ toe s = xe} a is ] 
ep i ca et a A a 3.) 3 2 le Sti lan. cane ees 
‘3 2 o 3 2 s a n n 3 n is) fe ie jee eq a= 
ae bine a | ‘3 ES > = = 3 A S = ) a r ° 3 
PIB SLE Sl Sle eee iste] eey ea) be) Bg 
Gaia la@isa |4i42lel2ias;z2/s.) & | ° ea | & | Go| m |< 
. { nd a ages 
199 | 20 1 218 | 26| 14] .. | 20 .. | 16 j140 | 218 || .. 260 | 297 | 15 | 300] .. 
| | 
Officers of the Settlement. | Range of the Thermometer, 
a c | ine | oil . Remwanxs, 
® B \ — 
2 4 ; “ 
3 3 gis = : 
4 21. @ iz & Fi His Excellency Henry Barkly, 
3 |B TE 8 ia A ea oF ; hen ; 
2) 3 ~13 chal ee i iS sq-, Governor, and family, with 
312 g| 3 S ir: f Ba, = || a party, arrived per schooner 
lel elels| zie = || 8/2} ¢ €/€ | 2] 2 |) “Lucretia,” December 25, 1850. 
i] =} a Dv g = = cy 
Sie) tial sleialay 3 ‘Sy BB Ble te 
&(¢/ EF] 2) 2 2 $/e)/ es fe zi als 2! 3} Convict John Pocl (Coolie), 
2 sll cio Ts a tk 921 a Bad Malt Tek ole 2 |* || Mo. 165, made an attempt at 
| suicide during the night of the 
sree ay hal calf Tamrac IB el Ta tT ell al me cd | . || 29th or morning of the 30th inst. 


A. true Copy of the December Return. 
J. Garpiner AvstIN, 


April 28, 1851. Acting Assistant Government Secretary. 


Enclosure (G) in No, 22. 
ruRN of Convicrs attending the School at Her Majesty’s Penal Settlement, British 


Noumericat Re 
Guana, for the Quarter ending December 31, 1850. 


Of whom have | Number learning 


Of wh Of whom have | learned during | onthe ist | 4, Average 
Number of Convicts An eee learned since |the last 6 Mouths day of December , Number | attending 
at the Settlement Arrival to to | 850, to able to School 
on the Ist day — = oe _| repeat the | quring the 
of October, 1850. ’ i . ; a ne 7 me Lord's last 
3/2 (al/e1e 2/3) 8/413 £ | 2B Preyer | 3 Months, 
BleEl|S/ale/s|/e]/Flol a} els 
Psi ss 
Creoles . [125 | 72 | 40 | 40 | 36 | 25 | 12 | 37] 15]... | 69 | 34 | 20 |Nearlythe| 90 
H whole of 
Immigrants| 71 | 42 | 21 | 21] 22 | 15] 15 | 15] 15) .. | 85 | 20 | 10 ge aaa Ne. 
Total . {196 |L14 | 61 | 61 | 58 | 40 | 27 | 52) #0] «. 104 54 | 30 149 


Taken from the Returns, 
J. Ganviner AustTEN, 


Assistant-Acting Government Secretary. 


No, 22. 


ment of British Guiana, during the Year 


April 25, 1851. 


Enclosure (H) in 
Recister of Deaths on Her Majesty’s Penal “ha 
1850. 


Date. Name of Deceased. Sex. Age. Pai ‘ Occupation. Cause of Death; 
Feb. 12 . | John Boyd . . . | Male, Vf Demeraia | None . « | Convulsions. 
March 12. | William Boyd . «| Male. 5 | demerar: | None « « | Ditto. | ‘ y 
April 2 . | Surah Mary Moore . Female 1 | Demerara | None. . « | Died from exhaustion, having been 
month, in a most debilitated condition 
from birth. 
June 9 . | Merioth Pucefield . | Male. 30 | England. | Guird . - Fever. 
(Signed) Geonrae Bort, 
Jan. 6, 1851, Superintendent. 
Also the following Convicts whose deaths have been already reported. 
March 22. | MorrisCane . . | Male. 93 | Africa . | Soldier, 3rd | Accidentally drowned. 
W.I. Regt. 
_ July 19 . | Andrew G rae) le. 21 Demerara | Labourer . | Dysentery. 
es “= jaca ; (Signed) George Bort, 


Jan, 6, 1851. Superitendent, 


A True Copy, 
W. B. WotseELry, 
Acting Government Secretary. 
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Enclosure (I) in No. 22. 


British Guiana Bank, Georgetown, 
Sir, January 30, 1851. 

I am desired to hand you the accompanying copy of the Report of the Chairman aud 
Directors of the British Guiana Bank, as submitted at a meeting of the proprietors in the cor- 
poration held this day. And I have to request you would be pleased to lay the same before 
his Excellency the Governor. 

I have, &c., 
The Hon. W. B. Wolseley, Frep. Versexe, Manager. 

Acting Government Secretary. 


Report of the CuarrMan and Directors of the Britisa Guiana Bank. 


The Directors lay over to the Proprietors the following Statement of the Affairs of the 
Bank :— 


Assrract Summary exhibiting a General Statement of the Affairs of the Barrisx Gurana Bang 
on the 31st December 1850. 


Dr. The Bririsa Guiana Bank. Cr. 
Dolls. Cents. Dolls. Cents. 
Stock . ‘ . A ‘ . | 1,007,813 33 || Due to the Bank on account of Secu- 
Due to the public on account of Lodg- |. rities in Bills discounted, Bonds, 
meuts, including Interest to date on other Investments. Cash in hand, and 
Deposit Receipts . . : : 735,054 90 in the hands of Agents 5 + | 2,001,019 02 
Circulation ‘. ; A * . 123,250 0 || Bank Premises, Office Furniture. &c. . 40,911 88 
Dividends unclaimed . . ; “i 5,017 83 
Balance in favour of the Bank . . 170,794 84 
2,041,930 90 2,041,930 90 
Audited, (Signed) 
Samuex A. Harvey. Frep. Verse, Manager. 
D. Macvonatp. ALexaNpeR Garnetr, Accountant. 


The foregoing statement exhibits a balance in favour of the Bank of the sum of 170,794 
dollars 84 cents, consisting of 143,286 dollars 68 cents, being the amount of the reserved funds, 
the remainder 27,508 dollars 16 cents constituting the net profit for the past half-year. 

This will admit of the usual dividend at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum. The Directors 
do therefore recommend the declaration of a dividend of 2 per cent. for the half-year ending 
3lst December, 1850, which will require the appropriation of the sum of 20,156 dollars 
26 cents, leaving over an amount of 7,351 dollars 90 cents, in accumulation of the reserved 

rofits. 
3 It will be perceived, on a comparison of the statement of the Bank’s affairs now laid over 
with the one of the preceding year, that during the intervening period the deposits have increased 
from the sum of 626,431 dollars to 735,054 dollars, thereby placing further assets at the 
Bank’s command; and it has been in the expectation of a revival of activity in commerce that 
the Directors look forward to a more extended and profitable employment of the deposits, and 
therefore have not restricted them by reducing the rate of interest allowed to depositors. 

The directors trust their anticipations in this respect may be fulfilled. 

Although the Directors are not enabled to announce, as the general results of the Bank’s 
operations, any augmentation of profits, yet there have been, and still continue to be, manifest 
indications of an improved state of things, especially in regard to the staple productions of the 
colony. The last sugar crop, as compared with those formerly produced, has undoubtedly been 
small; but after a due allowance for the many plantations whose cultivation has been wholly 
abandoned, and for others in nearly the same position, the Directors but reiterate the general 
opinion, in stating that those properties now in full operation have been advantageously carried 
on, and their prospects for the current year are brightening. 

A progressive return to former states of the colonial productions may come within the range 
of hopeful anticipation, through the means of steady remunerative prices, a moderate but cdn- 
tinuous immigration of agricultural labourers economically and judiciously conducted, and 
concurrently therewith the utmost possible restriction, if not the entire extinction, of the foreign 
African slave trade. . 

A renewed activity in trade would find the Bank fully prepared to meet all legitimate wants 
and demands for its utmost extension and development. 


British Guiana Bank, Georgetown, 
January 30, 1851. 


BRITISH GUIANA, 


—— 


Encl. (1) in No. 22. 
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Encl. (J) in No. 22. 
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Enclosure (J) in No. 22. 


Retorn of Cuttivatrep Estates sold at Execution Sale by the Provost Marshal of British 
Guiana during the Year 1850. 


Date. Name of Estate. County. Cultivation. Purchaser. Amount, 
1851 Dollars. 
Feb. 18] Zeeburg . . . .| Demerara . | Sugar . .| A. Maclaren. . . | 14,000 
April 9 | St. Christopher . 5 ie cre ow ft Wes Ne Carty itts ove <e 1,000 
May 20 | Farm. | Ay 5 E. B. Causyar . . | 15,200 
»» 21 | Success A i ‘ 75 Cavan Brothers & Co. | 19,200 
»» 22 | Lowlands . oe ns a3 : Ae J. Daniel and Sons . | 7,600 
is. 2a |eDockfour: . “3. 3 : Pi Ss zs ‘ 550 
June 26 Vreedesteln . . . a A 3 J.Gladstone. . . 1,800 
>> 27 | Nouvelle Flanders . a . ne . | C. M'Garel . . 5,000 
Aug. 26] Friendship . . . 5 ; s5 to | A @lambers os: 940 
Dec. 30 | Illein Touderoyen ae . | Plantains . | F. Vertehe . ~. . | 20,200 
Feb. 21 Meerzorg. . . . | Essequebo . | Sugar . . | E. Baillieand Sons . | 3,100 
March 20 | Maria Jolanna . . v3 * Ri IGACRGRKIT 9 ce) em is 9,950 
Re ale Renmettaa) 7.0 Lee se , 3g W. Roberts and G. A.| 4,121 
Marls. 

April 3] Three Friends . . ne ‘ Ae John Lane .. . 1,650 
;, 12 | 2 3rds Bahetias Luot. es : 13 W.V.Canyius . . | 4,599 
ee) oe SO PR Olentiaa issue oes a5 Peal Parris John Cameron . .| 2,100 

May 28 Sophirnburg. . . - Fi oe W. Russell . «ts 5,450 
;, 29:| Mainstay. . 9. - =o p We E. Baillie and Sons . 8,500 
>, 30] Richmond . . . An ‘ nie bee Executors of Bean . | 14,900 

June 24/| Hibernia... . os Fa S.R. Simpson . . 1,201 

Aug. 26 | Hoop en Vries «§ Pe i's » ait-WeAlexander . » 130 

Sept. 27 | Friendsand Invlugh. | Berbice . Kn ae Cavan Brothers & Co. | 15,000 
eet MCh eam ie ee Aa ‘ AS - Fa Ne - | 20,000 
», 26| Smithfield . . . 5 x as ae Fe an 55 - | 15,000 
x» 29 | Ma'Retiaite - © . re i Arg hee Sy ee . | 19,990 
ghy Leo ESCICPMOCU ars”... ss 7 . | Plantains . | James Laing. . . 1,250 

Hee eee 

W. H. Howmess, 
Georgetown, May 2, 1851. Provost Marshal, British Guiana. 


Enclosure (K) in No. 22. 


Return of Propuce exported from the Colony of Brrrisu Gurana from the Year 1839 to 1850, 
inclusive. 


| , Rum. Molasses. Coffee. 

| Hhds Puncheons. Casks. Ibs. 

| 1839 38,537 16,971 12,134 1,585,200 
1840 40,653 15,198 15,999 | 3,357,300 
1941 34,199 11,118 16,179 1,088,670 
1842 36,211 10,631 17,894 | 2,177,120 
1843 35,738 8,296 24,957 1,428,100 
1844 38,999 11,706 21,677 1,490,737 
1845 39,647 15,139 16,763 501,900 
1846. 26,201 8,384 14, 605 102,450 
1817 47,208 18,483 13,616 189,390 
1848 46,610 23,890 10,716 181,700 
1849 87,911 15,403 15,732 100,550 
1850 87,3514 | 15,941 | 11,807 25,086 | 

Custom House, Demerara, Bensor, Comptroller. 


8th February 1851. 
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TRINIDAD. 


(No. 17.) No. 23. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Lord Harris to Earl Grey. 


Trinidad, February 10, 1851. 
(Received March 10, 1851.) 
My Lonrp, 
I wAveE the honour to forward to your Lordship the Blue Book of this 

colony for the year 1850. 

It is very gratifying to me to be able to give a satisfactory account of the 
income, and to show that it has considerably exceeded the expenditure, the 
gross sums to be compared being,— 


¥: ed, 

Revenue : : : . 88,660 10 6% 
Expenditure . y ? 77402" 18-71 

Excess - eehbl2508 2) 5s 


But these sums do not show quite correctly the actual amounts of the two 
last items; for, on the one hand, there is the account of the agent in London 
to be added to the expenditure, amounting to about 2,500/. ; and, on the other, 
there is a sum of 3,132/. 8s. ld. advanced for repairs to roads, which will be 
repaid by the Road Fund. The expenditure will thus be reduced by the sum 
of 632/. 3s. 1d. 

As compared with the year 1849, there is an apparent diminution of revenue 
to the amount of 8,211. 9s. 6d.; but this is accounted for by credits for advances 
on account of the loan which were given in 1849, and also by the reduction of 
the export duty, which alone caused a decrease of 9,238/. 8s. 04d. 

These losses have, to a certain extent, been compensated for by reimburse- 
ments in aid from the ward rates. 

In comparing the items of revenue in detail with the year 1849, it will be 
found that there is an increase on imports of 1,019/. 17s. 14d. 

Exports, diminution caused by reduction in, 9,238/. 8s. 03d. 

Wharfage, decrease in, of 30/. 3s. 5d. 

Tonnage, decrease in, caused probably by unusually late arrival of shipping, 
2791. 5s. 7d. 

Rum duty, decrease of, 679/. 7s. 6d. There is in this item really no dimi- 
nution. In 1849 the amount received was 14,5811. 4s. 4d.; but then of this 
sum 4,556. was paid for the stock on hand on Ist January. 

The receipts under other heads are very much the same as in the former 

ear. 
. On the side of expenditure, the only item worthy of remark is that of roads 
and bridges. 

This is the first year for a long period in which the expenditure on roads 
has been entered upon the general accounts, their direction having been under 
a local administration, and supported by a local rate. 

Of the sum of 9,145. 4s. 7d., 9091. 14s. 9d. has been expended on bridges, 
which had been allowed to go entirely to decay. 

Of the remainder, the sum in excess above the rates received from the wards 
amounts to 3,132/. 3s. ld. This has been advanced in order to put some 
portions of the roads into good repair, and will be refunded. 

Having, so far as appears necessary, entered on the subject of the general 
revenue and expenditure, I have next to refer to the local rates. 

The working of the Ordinance on which these rates depend only came fully 
into play last year; and this is, therefore, the first occasion on which any 
opinion can be given as to its success. 

On the whole, I have so far reason to be satisfied with it as to confirm my 
tonviction that the principle on which it is founded is correct. 

In a colony constituted as this is, there are, of course, many difficulties, 
independently of direct opposition, to overcome in establishing a system of this 
nature. ‘The confusion of races and languages, the suspicions of the population, 


TRINIDAD. 


No. 23. 
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the want of a landed gentry, the general distress, and the very irregular habits 
in matters of business, in which delay and postponement are the only ones which 
can be certainly counted on, all tended to weaken the probabilities of success. 

The rates have been in general readily paid, not with very great punctuality, 
but that is partly owing to the various crops being gathered at different seasons 
of the year; and though it has been necessary to issue warrants of distress 
against a great number of properties, and to advertise them for sale, yet very 
few have as yet been brought to the hammer; and even in those cases where 
properties have been sold, it has been with the consent of the proprietors, and 
for the purpose of obtaining a better title. 

The deficit out of the total rate assessed amounts to about 2,000/. 

I am very confident that in a short time the population will feel the advan- 
tage of having defined localities. 

In many instances already the wardens, some of whom deserve the highest 
credit for their exertions, manifest great interest in the state of their wards, 
which is certain to produce a beneficial effect. 

By the help of this Ordinance, and that which has reference more particu- 
larly to roads, I have been enabled to effect a very decided improvement in the 
condition of the roads, which, should their provisions be strictly enforced, will 
in a short time become general to the whole island. 

I have lately had occasion to address your Lordship on the state of the 
immigrants. I can only add, that the reports I receive from all quarters 
respecting them are very satisfactory. The need of their assistance is daily 
becoming more evident, the Creole population evincing less inclination every 
year to engage in the labour on sugar estates. 

It has been most erroneously asserted that they have been driven away by 
the low wages offered by the planters, who, it is assumed, are enabled to do 
this by having the command of immigrants. 

It can hardly be supposed that the planters would willingly have incurred 
the immense expense of immigration, for which a diminution of wages is in no 
way equivalent, could they have found a sufficient supply of labour in the 
colony. 

I am sorry that I am not able to give a very satisfactory account of the 
general progress of education, the scarcity of efficient teachers being the prin- 
cipal impediment, and which must continue until a good normal school be 
established. Neither is it in my power to make a statistical report in elaborate 


detail. 


The absence of any local authorities for some years; the uncertainty of com- 
munication; the want of punctuality in making returns, which has been 
general; have rendered any attempts of the sort impossible. 

So soon as the warden’s Ordinance is thoroughly established, a postal com- 
munication punctually at work, and a census of the population taken, it may 
be hoped that the information will be attainable for making proper returns. 

The annual returns from the gaol and hospital show an account very similar 
to that of last year. 

It is to be hoped that the cholera may not reach this island. In case it 
should be afflicted by that fearful scourge, every precaution has been taken to 
prevent or alleviate the malady. 

Immediately on hearing of its ravages in Jamaica, I called into activity the 
Boards of Health of Port of Spain and San Fernando, which had been formed 
by me in 1848. 

The towns have been strictly visited, and the inhabitants induced to exert 
themselves in taking all the needful measures. 

A sanitary inspector has been appointed, who is in constant communication 
with the police, in order to enforce the laws bearing on the subject. The 
wardens have been instructed to be prepared to establish hospitals and dis- 
pensaries in their wards at a moment's notice, and a good supply of medicine 
has been secured. 

I am in hopes that the material prospects of the island are good, though the 
sugar crop of last year was not equal to some of those preceding it, yet it 
exceeded the average of the previous 10 years. 

The return of the exports for 1850, as compared with the average of the 
previous ten years, with the average of the three previous years, and with the 
largest and smallest on record, is shown in the annexed table. 
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Crop of 1850 compared with the previous 10 Years, 3 Years, 
Reap of 18H, and Largest and Smallest Crop. : 
a ‘ Previous Previous L Cc Smallest C 
3Veats. 10 Venn. argest Crop. mallest Crop, 

Sugar. . . «© «© « Ibs. | 87,715,340 | 43,678,018 | 34,858,896 | 1847—44, 605,600 | 1840—24,664,984 
Molasses . . . «© « gals, 742,161 950, 158 839 ,5Vo0 | 1849— 1,066,222 | 1840— 605,057 
Cocuas. . « « + « Ibs. | 3,570,451 | 3,651,795 | 3,192,696 | 1s49— 4,732,104 | 1832— 1,346,521 
Coffees 6 2 8 8 8 184,275 92,247 220.909 | 1840— = 411,978°| 1831— 19,522 
Cotton . a es 23,780 117,341 | 1844— = 355,970 | 1850— oe 
Rum . « + «© « » gals. 24,450 34,697 31,480 | 1848— 103,581 | 1846— 102 


I have, &c., 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) HARRIS. 
&e. &e. &e. 


MALTA. 


(No. 68.) No. 24. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-General R. Evticr to Earl Grey. 


Malta, July 24, 1851. 
(Received August 6, 1851.) 
My Lorp, 


I wAvE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the Blue Book for 1850, 
accompanied by the following Report :— 


Establishments. 


2. The total annual amount borne on the schedule of establishments, prepared 
on the Ist January, 1851, including the salaries of offices temporarily vacant, 
allowances and office contingencies, is 53,5711. 1s. 9d., composed as folluws :— 


Salaries :— BE. ta od 
Fixed establishments . -. 44,092 19 0O 
Provisional and temporary . 6,893 6 0 


50,986 5 O 
Allowances . ‘ 3 ; ‘ x . 1,305 8 9 
Office contingencies. ; ? : . 1,279 8 O 


53,571 1 9 


3. Compared with the schedule formed for the year 1850 there is a net decrease 
of 137/. 3s. 11d., namely, in 


Ben od. 
Salaries . 5 ‘ ; 45,7 iil 
Allowances ; F . 40 0 0O 


Office contingencies . ; 51 16 O 


137 8-11 


4, The net decrease under the head of salaries is the result of several differences 
acting both ways. 

5. The most marked items of increase are 364/. for the establishment of the 
Hospital of Incurables, and 1001. salary for the Professor of Primary Instruction ; 
of decrease, 390/. on 17 quarantine guards and boatmen reduced ; and 250/., being 
the salary of Inspector of Prisons and Charitable Institutions, transferred to 
“ Civil contingencies.” 

6. The decrease in allowances is owing to the transfer to the “Civil con- 
tingencies” of a charge of 40/. for the Inspector of Prisons and Charitable 
Institutions. 
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Revenue and Expenditure. 


7. In the general estimates prepared in 1849 for the year 1850, the revenue 
was taken at 120,045/., and the expenditure at 114,002. 8s. 1ld. From the pro- 
vision of previous years the sum of 24,372/. 13s. 7id. remained unexpended, and a 
further sum of 9,969/. 5s. 11d. was appropriated within the year out of surplus re- 
venue, to meet supplemental estimates, making a total provision of 148,344/.18s. 53d. 
for expenditure from the Ist January, 1850. 

8. The actual collections of 1850 amounted to 129,293/. 6s. 84d., being 
9,248/. 6s. 83d. above the estimate, and 2,995/. Is. 3d. above the revenue brought 
to account in the previous year; but that year having included 2,138/. 8s. 7d. for 
surplus funds and arrears accrued from branches until then separately accounted 
for, the actual receipts of 1850 will be found on a fair comparison to have ex- 
oot those properly belonging to 1849 by above 5,0U0/., composed principally as 
ollows :— 

255/. in the Customs; 537/. in the quarantine dues, arising from the greater 
length and number of quarantines brought on by the epidemic prevailing in 
adjacent countries; 1112 in land sales, the same forming a casual branch of 
income; 98/. in landed rents; 3,700/. in rents, exclusive of land, of the Govern- 
ment houses and other buildings; 138/. in fines, forfeitures, and fees of Court; 
and 368/. in the sale of immovable property (the amount of which in 1850 is 
1,425/. in aid of outlay for the improvement of rental), set against a decrease of 
122/. in the amount of interest received for money lent by the Monte di Pieta on 
pledges ; besides minor items of difference operating both ways. 

9. It is to be observed that the main item of increase arises from the letting of 
Government houses under the new valuation, a reform to which your Lordship’s 
attention was directed in last year’s report, and previously ; and which now shows 
its anticipated effects in the addition of nearly 4,000/. per annum to the public 
revenue, without pressure on the poorer classes or injustice to the rich. 

10. The increase of the Customs is a net sum, formed by 525/. in the consump- 
tion duties, set against reductions of 107/. in the tonnage dues, and 163d. in the 
store rent. 

11. The expenditure during the year amounted to 125,361/. 11s. 7d., being 
15,5981. 17s. 114d. more than the amount actually paid within the previous 12 
months; which, however, in consequence of a change in the time of settlement 
dependent on the new Treasury instructions, included only 11 months of expense. 
By making the expense for December, 1849, serve for the comparison of both 
years, the difference will be reduced by 9,713/. 10s. 103d., being the amount 
of payments due ‘for that month (see last yeur’s Report, paragraph 13), to 
5,885/. 7s. 1d. 

12. Owing to the change above referred to the saving can only be approxi- 
mately estimated, which may be done as follows. 

13. The total provision for ‘service, commencing on the Ist January, 1850, 
derived from the general estimate, from unexpended balances of former estimates, 
and from supplementary provision made within the year, has already been shown 
to have amounted to 148,344/. 18s. 54d., and has been disposed of as follows .— 


ae & od. 
Expended within the year 1850 . 25 sen Vir -7 
Remaining over for future disbursement . 10,816 2 6 
Cancelled for the month of December, 
1850, and saved for the other months. 12,167 4 4} 


148,344 18 53 


14, If the cancelled portion for December, 1850, be assumed as equivalent to 
the portion for December, 1849, paid in January following, already stated to have 
amounted to 9,713/. 10s. 104d., the amount of saving will stand at 2,453/. 13s. 6d. 
Beyond this general result the complication of details between the two portions 
would prevent, for the year 1850, any specific explanation of the saving, an 
obstacle which will not apply to the expenditure of future years. 


Financial Condition. 


15. The result of the finances of the year may be summed up as follows :—At 
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the commencement of the year 1850 there was in the Treasury of Government an 
available unappropriated surplus of 12,810. 1s. 5d. In addition to the ordinary 
estimates for the year supplementary estimates to the extent of 9,969/. 5s, 11d. 
were voted within it, yet the unappropriated available surplus at the end of the 
year amounted to 19,635/. 15s. 4d., as will appear from the following statement :— 
Surplus funds, 31st December, 1849, of which— 
x. ¢. di. 
Appropriated . £24,372 13 7% 
Available. 5 2.810) Tie 5: 
1850—Revenue . : 320,293. 6° 83 
Expenditure . 125,361 11 7 
atthe ttotean th) 8981 16°-14 


37,182 15 0} 


Surplus funds, 31st December, 1850 41,114 10 1} 


16. Deducting from the above sum 10,816/. 2s. 6d. already stated to have been 
‘ 1a abe rc for future disbursement, and deducting also 10,662J. 12s. 34d., being 
the amount of revenue received in December, 1850, and reserved to meet the 
expense for the service of that month due in January, 1851, there remains from 
Ist January, 1851, an available surplus of 19,6351. 15s. 44d. 

17. The above surplus is composed as follows :— 


aa See 
Cash ‘ +£75:823 7 6 
Advances . 1 *~2,:821° 0 “0 
78,144 7 6 
Deposits . : r : ; 37,029 17. 44 
Net capital . 41,114 10 1% 


Public Works. 


18. In the general estimate for the year, the usual provision was made for the 
ordinary maintenance and repair of the Government buildings and lands, and of 
the aqueducts, roads, streets, sewers, and other objects of yearly maintenance. 

19. On such of the special works enumerated in last year’s report as were not 
then completed, the expenditure has been continued as follows :— 


a a 2 
229 0 8 incompleting the new prison, and adapting its four towers 
for residences of the warders. 

99 11 2% in completing the improvement of the mercantile harbour, 
by constructing a new mole and increasing the accommo- 
dation for the building and repair of ships and boats. 

10 16 9% in completion of the work of converting a stone quarry at the 
Lazaretto into a tank. 

230 19 64 continuing the restoration of the monuments in St. John’s 
church, 

85 10 8 continuing the restoration of certain public cisterns in the 
country. 

94 2 4 continuing the extension of the breakwater at Gozo. 

1,320 17 114 completing the excavation of 75 corn fosses at Floriana. 
1,037 4 3 compieting the construction of 67 oil vats on the Marina of 
Valletta. 
45 15 10 continuing the construction of a record room in the chicf 
Secretary's office. 
912 2 74 continuing the building of a poor-house at Gozo. 
& 44 completing the fitting up of three grain stores in the Lazaretto. 
105 15 1% completing the work of adapting for bonding stores the late 
naval bakery. 
626 18 8 completing for use the new central hospital. 
79 11 4% completing various works for improving the lunatic asylum 
at Floriana. 
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beg cach 154 19 3 completing the repair of the damage done to the moles and 
roads by the storm of December, 1848. 


20. On the five special works described in the Report of last year to have 
been then provided for, but not commenced, the following sums have been ex- 
pended :— 


£. ma. 
3,230 10 10% constructing new law courts and offices. 
3,598 3 104 constructing four stores for bonding grain at the Corradino. 
277 18 34 additions to the hospital of St. Spirito at Notabile. 
976 2 10} widening the road (or mole) on the Marina of Valletta. 
74 13 114 constructing a new staircase in the Albergo d'Italia, leading 
to the new record room of notarial acts (this being of the 


five, the only work completed within the year). 


21. Under the supplemental estimates passed in the course of the year 1850, 
and charged on surplus revenue, the following works were commenced, and sums 
expended within the year :— 


a 3 
1,091 15 4 formation of public gardens at the Argotti. (Estimate, 
1,1751.} 
1,142 16 5} altering and enlarging the late hospital for males in Valletta 
to fit it as a house of industry for the reception and in- 
struction of orphans. (Estimate, 3,202.) 
106 19 8k alterations to improve the sanitary state of the Ospizio at 
Floriana. (Completed; estimate 107/.) 
179 15 52 sundry alterations and repairs in the Opera House. (Com- 
pleted ; estimate, 180/.) 

13 18 6} fitting up the former grain store at Floriana, to serve as 
model schools for the instruction of school mistresses, and 
as a female penitentiary. (Estimate, 235/. 10s. 1d., in 
addition to 2471. 1s. 114d., remaining from a provision in 
1848, out of which nothing was expended in 1849.) 

57 17 114 raising the arch over a thoroughfare in a street of Valletta. 
(Estimate, 65/.) 


22. Besides these estimates, others supplemental to sums previously voted for 
works already commenced, were provided for in the year 1850. The sums 
expended ont of this new provision are incorporated in their place in the state- 
ments already given of the expenses defrayed on works from the votes of previous 
years. 

23. In addition to the works commenced or completed out of the supplemental 
provision for the year, the following three works were at the same time provided 
for, though not commenced within the year :— 


Constructing a ramp on the bastion under Singlea. (Estimate, 5271.) 

Alterations in the office of marine police, construction of a guard station 
with cells, and of a magazine for goods brought from Gozo. (Estimate 
3977.) 

Fixing a buoy on the shoal off Fort Tigné. (Estimate, 40/.) 


Military. 


24. The expenditure incurred by Great Britain in 1850 for the military protec- 
tion of Malta, amounted to 103,412I. 10s. 9d., to which are to be added as usual 
to 6,200/. contributed from the revenues of the island ;—namely, 1,200/. in con- 
sideration of the augmented strength of the Royal Malta Fencible Regiment, to 
enable it to furnish guards fur the coast, and 5,000/. in aid of the military service 
of the island generally. The total amount expended for military objects thus 
being 109,612/. 10s. 9d. 

25. The amount of bills drawn by the Commissariat on the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, for the military and naval service is 
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104,610/. 8s. 1l1d., be'ng 39,5810. 8s. 6d. less than the amount so drawn during 
the preceding year. 


Judicial. 


26. In the course of the year 1850 the Report and projected code of the Com- 
mission of Civil Procedure were transmitted to England, which code was after- 
wards, by your Lordship’s directions, referred to Mr. Jameson for his opinion. 

27. The Council of Government in its new form met in the commencement of 
the year. The criminal code which had been with your Lordship’s consent 
reserved for their consideration, was laid before them, and underwent considerable 
discussion, and many alteratious in committee. After passing through, it was re- 
printed with the alterations. ; 

28. Several other Ordinances were also passed through the Council; and the 
. police code, forming a subordinate part of the body of Criminal Law, introduced 
and read a first time. 


Crime. 


29. Forty-one indictments were preferred during the year in Her Majesty’s 
Criminal Court, and the Court of Special Commission, against 54 persons, as 
follows :— 


Against 1 person for premeditated homicide, who was convicted of homicide 
without premeditation, and condemned to hard Jabour for life. 

Against 2 persons for having thrown into a cistern a recently-born infant, 
unknown whether born alive or not, of whom one was acquitted, 
und the other convicted and condemned to simple imprisonment 
for six months. 

Against 3 persons for wounding, who were convicted and condemned to 
simple imprisonment; 1 for three months, and 2 for two 
months. | 

Against 1 person for discharging a gun loaded with small shot in an 
inhabited place, and accidentally wounding, who was convicted 
and condemned to pay a fine. 

Against 1 person for an attempted suicide, who was acquitted. 

Against 3 persons for a premeditated assault on a public officer, his wife, and 
daughter, in consequence of an official report by him made in 
the discharge of his duties, and for using to him insulting lan- 
guage; of whom one was acquitted, one was convicted of a 
simple assault, without premeditation, and condemned to simple 
imprisonment for 15 days, and to pay a fine, and the other was 
only convicted of using insulting language, and condemned to 
pay a fine. 

Against 19 persons for theft, of whom 4 were acquitted, and 15 were con- 
victed and condemned ;—10 to hard labour, 5 for six months or 
less, 1 for one year, 1 for two years, 1 for five years, and 2 for 
ten years ; 4 tv simple imprisonment for six months or less, and 
1 to pay a fine. 

Against 2 persons for attempted theft, who were convicted and condemned ; 
1 to hard-labour for six months, and the other to simple impri- 
sonment for four months. . 

Against 2 persons for attempting to open a shop with false keys, and 
wounding three policemen; of whom 1 was convicted of both 
charges, and condemned to hard labour for three years, and the 
other was convicted of only the former of said charges, and 
condemned to hard labour for one year. 

Against 1 person for receiving in bad faith money from a child, who was 
convicted and condemned to simple imprisonment for one 
month. 

Against 1 person fur bigamy, who was convicted and condemned to two 
years simple imprisonment. 

Against 2 persons four sodomy, of whom 1 was convicted of an attempt to 
commit the crime, and condemned to simple imprisonment for 
one year, and the other was acquitted. 
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Against 1 person for breach of the precept not to go out during night, who 
es convicted and condemned to simple imprisonment for 15 

ays. 

Against 3 persons for publishing libellous printed writings, of whom 1 was 
acquitted, and 2 were convicted and condemned to simple im- 
prisonment, 1 for six, and 1 for four months. 

Against 8 persons for landing on arrival from abroad, without permission, 
and being admitted to pratique, who were convicted and con- 
demned to pay a fine. 

Against 1 person for not manifesting on entering the harbour the existence of 
gunpowder on board a merchant-vessel under his command, who 
was acquitted. 

Against 1 person for threatening violence to, and intimidating his father, 
who was convicted and condemned to simple imprisonment for 
two months. 

Against 2 persons for facilitating the desertion of two seamen from on board 
a merchant-yessel to which they belonged, who were acquitted. 


Total 54 of whom 42 were convicted, and 12 acquitted. 


30. I may here observe that it was from the commencement of the year 1850 
that the new prison was occupied, and the new system of prison discipline brought 
gradually into use. To its effects in deterring, and in reforming, your Lordship’s 
attention has already been directed in Mr. More O’Ferrall’s Despatch, No. 6 of 
the 18th January last, transmitting the first Annual Report of the Inspector of 
Prisons, so recently that it is unnecessary for me to do more than refer to it. 


Ecclesiastical— Education. 


31. The institutions for education of a higher kind underwent but little change 
in this year. Their working continued to be an improvement on what it had pre- 
viously been. The primary schools passed under the direction of Dr. Pullicino on 
his return from England, where he has, as your Lordship is aware, spent some 
time with a view to prepare himself for the introduction of a new and improved 
system of primary education into Malta. Some time will elapse before the results 
of this measure are fully perceivable. 


Commerce and Manufactures. 


32. The value of imports subject to import duty is less in 1850 than in 1849 by 

87,6581. there being a decrease of 44,9521. in the value of wheat; of 7,199. in 
the value of Indian corn; of 20,7127. in the value of olive-oil, and of 41,698/. in 
inferior wines; while on the other hand there is an increase of 22,7861. in the 
value of barley, and of 3,002. in the value of pulse imported during the year 1850 
over the imports of those articles respectively during the year 1849; the other 
differences being of so small an amount as not to require observation. 
33. ‘The total amount of exports is also less in 1850 than in the previous year 
by 18,2261. ; although in the article of cotton wool alone, there is an increase in 
the value of the quantity exported in 1850 of 36,632/. when compared with the 
year 1849. 

34. The decrease is principally in the articles of cotton manufacture, wheat, 
Indian corn, oil, and inferior wines. 

35. In 1850 six vessels were built at Malta, measuring 1,210 tons, which were 
registered. 


Agriculture and Grants of Land. 


36. The crop of barley was an average one; of wheat rather better, and the 
crop of cotton rather abundant. The prices of this last article were high on 
account of the foreign demand. ; . 

37. The crops of cummin and anise-seed were good, and the prices of both 
articles decidedly high. Those of sulla and potatoes were tolerably abundant. 

38. Fruits generally produced abundantly ; the exportation of lemons, in par- 
ticular, was extensive, and at double the price of the three past years’ average. 

39. Thirty-one building sites in the new village at Melleha were granted, 
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during the year 1850, for 18/. 12s.; and more applications were expected at the 
close of the year. 

40. Nine other patches of waste ground were sold in 1850, in different parts of 
the island; their sale amounted to 701. 1s. 6d. 

41. An extensive piece of ground near Selmun Castle was granted, on lease for 
60 years, in 20 portions, at a nominal annual rent (4s. to 6s. each portion), to be 
reclaimed. 


Population. 


42, The native population appears by the return to have increased since the 
returns of last year by 1,213; accurate information on this head, however, will be 
given by the census of the present year. 


Quarantine. 


43. In last year’s report it was stated to your Lordship the satisfactory workipg 
of the large reductions made in 1848 in various terms of quarantine. The past 
year has been less fortunate in this respect. In June, the Board of Health thought 
it necessary, in compliance with the feeling of the population, to impose 10 days’ 
quarantine on Tunis, where the cholera then prevailed. The futility of the pre- 
caution was shortly shown by the appearance of cholera in Malta itself. ‘The 
island was consequently placed in quarantine by all the ports of the Mediterranean, 
including even Marseilles. 

44. After the steady resistance of this Government, in the autumn of 1849, to 
a strong pressure upon it in favour of establishing a quarantine against Marseilles, 
this step on the part of the sanitary authorities of that port was scarcely to have 
been expected. I have, however, reason to believe that the French Government 
yielded as little as it could to a strength of popular feeling which it could not with 
prudence oppose altogether. 

45. Quarantines of various lengths were afterwards imposed by Malta on Mar- 
seilles and other Italian ports. In fact, during a great part of the year 1850, 
almost all the ports in the Mediterranean were enforcing against each other a 
mutual quarantine, by way, sometimes, of retaliation, but, more frequently, of 
imaginary protection against an evil which was equally present with every one of 
them. 


46. The prejudices on this subject are too strong to be got rid of rapidly, and a | 


year of epidemic disease has tended to reanimate them. Some progress, however, 
was made in the course of the year. The ordinary quarantine, in the absence of 
disease, on Egypt, Syria, and the regency of Tripoli, was reduced from five to 
three days, and further reductions may probably follow. It is only by taking 
advantages of opportunities, and by the gradual disuse of obviously unnecessary 
precautions, that the public can be led to sound views on this long misunderstood 
subject. 


I have, &c., 


The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) ROBERT ELLICE. 
&e. &e. &e. 
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IONIAN ISLANDS. 
(No. 200.) No. 25. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir H. G. Warp, G.C.M.G., Her Majesty’s Lord 
High Commissioner in and for the United States of the Jonian Istands, to 
Karl Grey. 

Corfu, August 2, 1851. 

My Lorp, (Received August 25, 1851.) 

I nave the honour to forward to your Lordship, herewith enclosed, the 
duplicate of the annual finance statement, called the “‘ Blue Book,” for the year 


.... 1850, together with the accompanying report. 


I have, &c., 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) H. G. WARD. 
&e. &e. &e. 


Enclosure in No. 25. 
‘REPORT on the Biur Boox for the year 1850. 


Tue time during which the Legislative Assembly have had the control 
of the extraordinary expenditure has been too short to admit of any positive 
statement as to the influence of the change upon the finances of the country ; 
therefore the present report, like its predecessors, is only valuable as affording 
such general and detailed information with respect to the condition and pro- 
spects of these States as, without it, must be laboriously sought for in the return 
to which it relates. 

Civil Establishments. 


During the financial year which terminated on the 31st January 1851, con- 
siderable alterations have been effected in the civil establishments, partly by 
the abolition of offices and partly by the diminution of salaries. The amount 
and detail of this reduction will be given in their proper place. 

It was stated in a former report that the olive crop, the staple produce of the 
island of Corfu and Paxo, having ceased to be biennial, a comparison of the 
revenue of consecutive years would be more satisfactory than a.comparison of 
alternate years; accordingly, in the present report, the revenue of the year 
ending January 1850, will be compared with that of the year ending 1851. 


&. acs 

The gross amount of the General Revenue for the 
year 1849 was . , ; : ‘ ; . 189;904-13 14 
That for the year 1850 was . ‘ ; , . 142,096 4 ly 
Showing an increase in favour of the latter year. 9,191 11 Og 


The gross amount of Municipal Revenue for 1849 
- 32,317 10 11% 


was . ¥ ‘ ; ; : : 
That for 1850 was c ‘ : : : - 982,000 10 14 
Showing a decrease in the latter year of . : 317.0 Of 
The items of General Revenue showing a decrease are— 
en 
Transit duty. ; ; ; : : 542 15 4% 
Importation duty— 
Foreign wines. ; : : a 236 8 4 
Tobacco . ‘ : ; : : 522 15 5a 
Receipts for health— 
Office tariffs . ‘ ‘ ; ; : 262 16 9 
Judiciary tariffs. : ; : i 38 5 11 
Bonding duties : ; : ¥ 7 897 18 11% 
Mortgage and registrations 710 1s 


Freights of Government steam-packets . 1,193 4 7% 
Receipts for public instruction . , ; 224 4 7 


£3,926 0 14% 
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The apparently serious falling off in the revenue, arising from transit duty, 
is simply the consequence of the abolition of that duty by the 82nd Act of the 
8th Parliament, which came into operation in December 1849. The same 
observation applies to the apparent falling off of the revenue, arising from 
bonding duties, which were abolished by the same Act of Parliament. 

As foreign wines are almost entirely consumed by the British portion of the 
community, the decrease of revenue arising from that source may be accounted 
for, partly by the reduction of salaries and offices, but principally by the un- 
willingness of the several regiments composing the military force to renew their 
stock when expecting to be relieved. Both these circumstances, too, that is, 
the reduction and the imminent relief, have had their influence upon the falling 
off of the tobacco importation duties ; to these may also be added an increased 
home cultivation. But the principal cause is a temporary glut, caused by the 
over-importation of former years. a 

The restrictions upon intercourse, occasioned by the breaking out of th 
cholera in the island of Cephalonia, during the last summer, fully accounts for 
the decrease in the receipts, under the Health Office tariffs. 

The difference between the receipts of the two years for the Judiciary tariffs, 
arose from a casualty too trifling to be noticed. The same may be said with 
respect to the mortgage and registration dues. 

The heavy falling off in the amount of freight of Government steam-packets 
is occasioned by limiting the number of voyages which they perform, and by 
the additional facilities allowed to the Austrian Steam Company ; but without 
reference to the great advantages which the public derives from these facilities, 
an inspection of the return will show that any falling off in the freights of the 
Ionian Government steamers will be abundantly compensated, not only by the 
reductions in the packet establishment, which they will enable the Government 
to effect, but by the augmented revenue, which must be the consequence of 
facilitated communication. 

The decrease in the amount received from public instruction is the conse- 

uence of a falling off in the number of scholars, occasioned partly by the state 
of the public health and partly by political excitement. It is to be hoped that 
the apprehensions arising from these two causes will, ere long, subside, and that 
the schools will be frequented as formerly. 

The items of General Revenue showing increase are— 


Lite ty andl, 
Customs R 7 ; ‘ e287 on," 0 
Export duties— 

Olive oil. : : ; . 7,700 0 0 

Currants . : : 2 x | 1179, 0.0 

Island wines. ; : : 13 0 0 
Import duties— 

Grain j : : : , 164 0 0 
Stamp duties . ‘ : : 45 48920 0 
Gjunpowder monopoly . : ., 239 0 0 
Post-office receipts’ ; AES ey Ee a ( 
Executive police ditto . ‘ : 25 0 0 
Warehousing duties. ‘ ; a9 0° 0 
Printing-office.receipts . : ‘ 35 0 0 
Miscellaneous. 5. a. es oe | 18840 0 

SIS 111 0-0 


The prosperity of the people in general, as shown by the amount of the 
ad-valorem duty, raised upon the exportation of their staple produce, whether 
olive oil or currants, must always influence the amount of duty levied upon the 
manufactured goods and colonial produce imported for their consumption ; 
accordingly, as the duty upon the exportation of olive oil and currants for the 
year 1850 exceeds that for 1849, so the importation customs’ duties for the 
former exceed those of the latter year, and the excess in both these cases is the 
effect of natural causes, such as a more productive season and a slight improve- 
ment in the price of currants. 

To the stimulus imparted by more abundant produce and better prices, to 
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commercial and other transactions in which stamps are required, may be attri- 
buted the increase of 492/., under the head of stamp duties. 

The increased productiveness of the grain duties, though not considerable, is 
both important and satisfactory, being the admitted consequence of the fa- 
cilities afforded by the 7th Act of the 9th Parliament, to those labourers 
from the Southern Islands who emigrate to the Morea and Candia during 
the harvest, and return at its close, bringing with them considerable quantities 
of grain. 

The improvement in the revenue, arising from the monopoly of gunpowder, 
is but apparent, a great part of the stock purchased and paid for in 1849 
having been sold in 1850. 

The receipts of the Post-office, like those of the Stamp-office, have felt the 
beneficial influence of the general prosperity ; they have also been increased by 
the facilities for correspondence afforded by the Austrian Steam Company. 

The increase shown under the heads of police receipts, warehousing duties, 
and printing-office receipts respectively, is too trifling to require explanation. 

A comparison of the municipal revenue for 1849 with that of 1850 shows a 
decrease of 3171. in the latter year. 

The articles showing a decrease are:— 


£. 
Sale of lands ; : ; ‘ . 245 
Arm licences. : ‘ ‘ ei od 
Shop and tavern licences. ; . 257 
Fines and compensations. : . 282 
Post duties... ‘ Saharan Bream 
Mole duty, Santa Maur. : ; ope 
Import duty on cattle . ‘ : goth 
Export duty on Zante soap . : . 460 
Export duty : : ‘ : ~ te 
Incidentals . ; : ‘ : . 138 


During the year 1850, the municipal government did not think it expedient 
to dispose of any of their property, consequently, the sum raised by such sales 
in 1849 appears as a falling off in the amount for 1851. 


_ The privilege of using arms, without licence, having been considerably 


extended by the 77th Act of the eighth Parliament, the revenue arising from 
that service in 1850 fell short of that raised in 1849 72/. In like manner, the 
amount of shop and tavern licences having been reduced by the 83rd Act of 
the eighth Parliament, passed’ in December, 1849, a decrease of revenue to 
the amount of 257/. appears in the account. It should, however, be remem- 
bered that the revenue arising from tavern licences is always liable to fluctua- 
tion. A landed proprietor making at any time more wine than he can con- 
sume, or dispose of by wholesale, establishes a servant, or a tenant, in a sort of 
temporary tavern, for which he pays a licence so long as the superabundance 
remains, but does not renew it. Therefore a reduction in the price of licences 
is not the only cause of this decrease, which was partly occasioned by a less 
abundant vintage. 

The falling off of 2887. under the head of “ fines and compensations ” in the 
statement which is attributed to “casualty,” may be fairly taken as a proof of 
decrease of crime. 

The decrease of 77/. in the importation of cattle is the consequence of a 
reduction of the strength of the military force, and of the reduction of salaries 
and oflices effected by the ninth Parliament. 

For the very serious falling off in the duty upon the exportation of Zante 
soap it is not easy to account. It may be traced to the obstacles to commercial 
intercourse with Trieste, occasioned by the cholera in the summer of 1850, to 
a greater importation of the article from Candia, and to a decreased demand in 
Marseilles, where a more abundant olive crop rendered a foreign supply less 
necessary; but as all these causes are temporary, this branch of trade will 
probably recover its original value. 

Old stores, to the amount of 121/., were sold in the year 1849, and that sum 
appearing as a deficit in 1850, forms the principal part of the decrease of the 
incidental revenue. 

The items showing increase are :-— 


~ 
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£. 
Rents of lands and houses. ; . 286 
Salaries and salt monopoly . ‘ ~~ 207 
Water-rates 2 , : : ers 
Inter-insular duty on native wines » — 85 
One-seventh importation duties . . 493 
Road taxes . ‘ : : ; 2 137 


The increased productiveness of the water-rates arises partly from the 
payment of arrears, and partly from an augmented number of applicants for a 
supply of water. The trifling increase in the sum arising from inter-insular 
duties upon native wines is occasioned by the supply for Santa Maura, required 
to make up for the deficiency of the vintage in Corfu. 

All other instances of increase may be accounted for by profits arising from 
abundant harvests of the staple produce of Corfu and the currant-growing 
islands. 

A comparison of the general expenditure of 1849 with that of 1850, as given 
in the Return, shows:— 


oe ed: 
An increase of . : 2 Wlpdo7 S11 
A decrease of . ; » ««9:057- 16-103, 


Or an apparent total increase of £6,400 2 1, 


Unsatisfactory as this result may appear to a superficial observer, a very few 
words of explanation will prove that, instead of an increase, there has been a 
positive and considerable decrease of expenditure. 


The articles showing an increased expenditure are :— 
ee ed 
Military protection . : 3 f 9,000 0 O 
Packet service, coals, repairs, and contin- 


gencies ; ; ‘ 2 ; . 2,836 14 5s 
Health offices, lazzarettos, and light-houses 409 19 43 
Post-office . 3 4 A : 92 4 103, 
Contingent expenditure of the general and 

Local Governments . : 3,091 10 3, 


£15,457 8 Ils 


The item of military protection alone shows an increase of 9,000/., but this 
is simply because no more than 16,000/. were paid on this account in 1849; 
whereas, in 1850, the Government performed its engagement to the protecting 
Government, by paying the full stipulated sum of 25,000/. 

The steam-packet establishment also shows an increase of 2,836/. Of the 
large sums required for this service, 2,417/. were expended for the repairs of 
one of the steam-vessels at Malta, and 842/. for the cost and freight of a new 
boiler for the other. These repairs have certainly been expensive, but they 
are complete ; and it is certain that the arrangement with the Austrian Com- 
pany, by saving the wear and tear of the Ionian steamers, will insure their 
efficiency for some years, without any extraordinary outlay, and has already 
caused a saving of 395/. for coals. ; 

In the account for 1849, the charge for health, lazarettos, light-houses, and 
post-office, embraced a period of 10 months only; whereas, in that for 1850, 
it includes the expenditure for 14 months. Hence the apparent aggregate 
increase of 5001. , 

No provision being made in the electoral law for the expenses of the 
elections, the burthen of this has fallen upon the Government; and these, 
together with the expenses of two mectings of the Parliament, have caused 
the formidable increase under the head of contingencies of the general and 
Local Governments. 

The items showing decrease are :— 
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B= 
Lord High Commissioner’s civil list . - 405 8 74 
Civil establishment . ‘ : : . 4,870 3 4% 
Judicial establishment : : _ ;- 1033 8 lly 
Education . ; ; ; j : : 160 17 6% 
Rents of public officers’ quarters ; : 16° 5 7% 

Public works . ‘ i ; : aad eee 

Collection of revenue, including the pur- 

chase of paper for stamps ‘ : . 466 9 10% 
Executive police : ; ; : . 696 0 6% 

Courts of justice ‘ ; : , . 46410 3 
£9,057 6 10% 


A decrease in the expenditure of the Lord High Commissioner’s civil list 
has been effected, to the amount of 405/. 

The decrease in the cost of the civil establishment is the consequence of 
reductions of offices and salaries; from the former, no injury to the public 
service is to be apprehended ; it is too soon to give an opinion with respect to 
the latter. 

The same observation applies to the judicial establishments and education. 

The decrease in the charge for public works is the consequence of no new 
work having been allowed in 1850. 

The large supply of stationery which was required, and paid for, in the year 
1849, was not exhausted in the year 1850; hence the decrease in the charge 
for collection of revenue. 

The expenses of the executive police and the courts of justice, being aug- 
mented in the year 1849, in consequence of the disturbed state of Cephalonia, 
and subsequently reduced to their proper level, an important decrease in the 
charge for these departments appears in the amount for 1850. 

A comparison of the municipal expenditure of 1849 with that for 1850, 
according to the tables given in the return, shows— 


Bean le 
An increase of . : . 8,027 19 73% 
A decrease of: é : . 4,509 1 44% 


A total increase of : . £3,518 18 25 


But an examination of the details will so reduce this formidable balance as 
to show no permanent increase of municipal expenditure. The items of muni- 
cipal expenditure showing an increase are— 7 

&, d. 


Live co ee - . 2414 0% 
Contingencies of salt monopoly 22 2 9% 
Lighting and cleaning streets . 721 14 9% 
Prisoners’ diet, clothing, and 


contingencies. : . 404 13 35 
Aqueducts . : ; . 150 10 10% 
Hospitals : : ‘ - 916 9 6% 
Salaries . A ; Sih IZ. 84 
Incidentals ; ‘ .3,676 0 6% 


£8,027 19 7s 


The increase on account of Livelli and salt monopoly, respectively, are too 
trifling to require notice. 

The charges for lighting and cleansing streets, for diet and clothing of 
prisoners and prison contingency for 1850, exceed those for 1849, because the 
account for the former year includes 14 months, whereas that for 1849 includes 
10 only; therefore the real increase is limited to the sum expended to provide 
against the cholera. This observation, in its full extent, applies to the increased 
charge for hospitals; and it is to the measures rendered necessary by the cholera 
that the increased amount of incidental expenditure may be attributed. 
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The 150/. which appear as an increase under the item “ aqueducts,” was IONIAN ISLANDS. 


expended in the purchase of iron pipes for the aqueduct in Zante. 

The increased charge for salaries is partly real and partly apparent. The 
actual increase is for the payment of the District Municipal Councils, esta- 
blished by the 77th Act of the 8th Parliament; the apparent increase is the 
amount of the salaries of the Public Works Department, which formerly were 
charged to the Road Fund. 

The articles showing decrease are— 


i. 8. - a. 
Public buildings . ‘ . 547 18 0% 
Moles, not harbours. -. 6148-16) 08 
New canal, Santa Maura 1,943 98) lig 
Roads . ‘ : : . 1,868 18 4% 


£4,509 1 4% 


With the exception of the sum required for the salaries of the offices of the 
Road Department, which, as was shown in the explanations of the increase, is 
no longer charged to the Road Fund, the whole of this decrease is real, 
and has been effected by restricting the outlay for public works of every 
description. 

The apparent increase or decrease of certain items of extraordinary revenue 
and expenditure have been accounted for by simply stating that the account for 
one year embraces but 12 months, whereas, in the other, it includes 14 months. 
This statement requires explanation. 

Prior to the 9th Parliament, all extraordinary expenditure incurred by the 
seven local Governments was submitted to the decision of the Senate, in 
monthly returns, made up by the respective local treasurers, and, when 
approved by the general Government, the accounts were forwarded, with a 
regular warrant, to the Treasurer-General, for incorporation in final account. 

The consequence was, that, between the scrutiny at the Audit Office and the 
discussion in the Senate, the charge for extraordinaries always remained two 
months in arrear; and in this position the financial year 1850 commenced with 
a budget, not providing for the extraordinary local expenditure for December 
1849, and January 1850, amounting for the various branches of the public 
service to 3,071/. 4s. 9%d., subsequently granted by a separate vote of the 
Assembly. 


Military Establishment. 

By the agreement between the protecting and protected Governments, as 
revised in 1849, the latter is bound to pay to the former the sum of 25,0001. 
annually. In the year 1850, the whole of this sum was duly and punctually 
paid. 

Judicial Establishments. 

No alteration has been made in the Judicial Establishment, but a saving has 
been effected by a general reduction of salaries, and the employment, in most 
cases, of Judges in their own islands. 

The periodical sittings of the District Courts continue to produce the effect 
anticipated. 


Ecclesiastical E'stablishment. 


No alteration has taken place in the Ecclesiastical Establishments since‘ the 
last return. 


Education. 

The only alteration in the establishments for education has been the con- 
version of the Agricultural School at Castillanus into efficient schools upon the 
Lancastriap principle :— ; 

The University : . 74 scholars. 
College . : ; Me” ys 
Ecclesiastical Seminary . 14 _ ,, 
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The number of scholars attending the primary and secondary schools in the | 
several islands is as follows :— 


Corfu . : 1,837 
Cephalonia . 919 
Zante . 1,153 
Santa Maura 475 
Ithaca . 540 
Cerigo . 640 
Paxo 274 


Commerce. 


During the last three years, the commercial intercourse between these states 
and the principal ports of the Adriatic has been interrupted by political 
agitation, actual war, and the cholera. During the two former of these years, 
one of the most important of the islands forming this union was twice in a state 
of open insurrection, and on the second of these occasions the movement was so 
formidable as to render necessary a rigorous blockade and embargo for many 
weeks. In the subsequent year (1850), the same island was visited by the 
cholera; and the precautionary measures adopted by the sister islands, and the 
neighbouring countries, were, in fact, as restrictive as the blockade of the 
former year; yet, in spite of these most unfavourable circumstances, and 
although duties yielding an annual average revenue of 1,000/. had been 
abolished, the revenue has increased, and the Custom-house returns prove 
that Ionian commerce has made progress in the course of the year 1850. The 
receipts upon the importation of British manufactured goods and colonial 
produce have increased in a greater ratio than those from the exportation of 
the staple produce of the islands, and the unavoidable inference is an increased 
demand for island consumption. 

The commerce which made the Porto Franco and Transit Duties so 
profitable is extending itself; and the importance of Corfu, as an entrepot for 
the supply of Albania and the neighbouring Ottoman continent, is increasing. 


Agriculture. 


In countries where the law of real property is defective, and the relations 
between landlord and tenant vicious; where proprietors are subdivided and 
scattered; where the climate is unfavourable to bodily exertion, and the people 
have been accustomed for centuries to trust to the uncertain support which 
they derive with little labour from the olive-tree, agriculture must languish : 
such has been the state, and such is the case, in Corfu. The law, the usages as 
they affect property, and the climate, are nearly uniform throughout the 
islands; but as the currant-vine requires labour and vigilance, as well as skill, 
to make it profitable, the peculiar agriculture required for that purpose is 
tolerably well understood, and as well applied. But even in Corfu improve- 
ment is going on; the indifference as to boundaries and trespasses, which was 
formerly so remarkable, begins to disappear; proprietors are anxious for 
definite limits; paths, which carelessness had suffered to become almost roads, 
have been broken up; ditching, draining, and fencing are carried on more 
extensively and more skilfully than formerly ; and these operations have had 
their influence upon the population. 

Although no great confidence can be placed in the numbers given in the 
tables, it may be safely asserted that population has increased in all the large 
islands, except Cephalonia, where the cholera has produced a sensible decrease, 
amounting to 403 in the population of the whole of the islands. 
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(No. 142.) No. 26. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Macponatp to Earl Grey. 


Government House, Sierra Leone, 
August 18, 1851. 
My Lorp, (Received September 10, 1851.) 
I nave the honour to transmit herewith the duplicate Blue Book for 
the year 1850, accompanied with the Annual Report for the two past years. 
I have, &c., 
(Signed ) NORMAN MACDONALD, Governor. 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, 
&e. &c. &e. 


Enclosure in No. 26. 


Report on the ANNUAL Buur Booxs of the colony of Sierra Leone for the 
years 1849-50. 


CircumsTaNncEs connected with my return to this colony, late in the 
year 1849, to resume the Government, having. operated to prevent my making 
the customary Annual Report to accompany the Blue Book for that year, I 
purpose including it in the present Report; endeavouring so to arrange the 
information which it may be*‘in my power to afford on the various matters 
detailed in the Blue Books for the years 1849 and 1850 respectively, as will 
render its applicability on a comparison of the two years clear and intelligible, 


and at the same time make its separate and individual bearing on the year to 


which it more properly refers easy and explicit. 

2. In performing this duty it appears to me desirable that the several returns 
comprised in these books should be noticed, not so much with reference to the 
order in which they are placed in them, as with regard to their intrinsic im- 
portance and relative bearing one with another; and in adopting this plan I 
shall in the following Report notice consecutively such returns as are either 
directly or indirectly connected with each other, leaving those which stand 
alone for separate comment and remark. : 

3. I shall therefore proceed to notice in the first place the returns proper to 
taxes and the tariff of duties; and afterwards, as being intimately connected 
with them, those proper to the revenue and expenditure, and the imports and 
exports of the colony ; following out this principle with the other returns as 
they appear to be more or less connected with, or have reference to, each 
other. 


Ist. Tazres and Duties. 


This subject may be properly divided into two separate heads, namely— 

(a) Duties levied solely by the Customs’ (Revenue) Department; and 
(b) Duties or taxes exacted by the local Government. 

The former of these are confined to such mercantile proceedings as are con- 
nected with the import commerce of the colony, and which come exclusively 
under the cognizance of the Collector of Customs, and may be enumerated as 
follow :— 

. Imports. 

. Extra duty on spirits. 
Spirit bonds. 

. Extra duty on tobacco. 
Tobacco bonds. 

Extra duty on wine and ale. 
. Wine and ale bonds. 

. Wharfage. 

. Tonnage. 

. Auction duties (prize). 

Pe (not prize). 


— 
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SIERRA LEONE. 12. Seizures. 
ws 13. Warehouse rent. 
14. Surcharges. 
15. Light-house dues. 


And the latter embrace all other sources of revenue not under the control 
of the Customs, and include 


(a) Taxes leviable on the public markets and slaughter-house. 


(6) n horses and carriages. 

(e) a spirit licences, wholesale and retail. 

(d) Pr houses and lands, new. 

(e) 7 grant deeds. 

(f) 9s auctioneers, pilots, and hawkers’ licences. 


All the foregoing taxes and duties, under both heads, are imposed by Ordi- 
nances passed by the Legislative Council of the colony, and approved and 
confirmed by Her Majesty. 

The taxation on imports stood in 1848 as follows :— 


On the invoice price of all British and 


Foreign imports : , , . Al. per cent. 
On all tobacco, not prize . F ‘ . 1d. per lb. additional. 
», spirituous liquors, save rum. . 2s. pergall. ,, 
5. rum ‘ 2. ges 3 ; : 8 re - 
On the amount of all sales by auction of 
prize goods and vessels . : 2 . Ad. per cent. 
On the amount of all sales by auction of 
prize tobacco , ‘ : ‘ « Ahi own, 
Tonnage . ; : : . perton 9d. 
Wharfage . F ‘ 5s 


me A less than S ton 2s. 6d. 


In the year 1849, in consequence of Her Majesty’s Order in Council of the 
13th February of that year, touching the trade and commerce of the colony, it 
became necessary to remodel the existing local Customs’ Ordinances; it was 
not, however, until the 3lst day of December, 1849, that an amended Ordi- 
nance was passed by the Legislative Council, granting certain duties of Customs 
to Her Majesty ; and as it was. practically inoperative until the Ist of January, 
1850, the Customs’ tariff of the colony for the year 1849 may be considered as 
having been the same as that of its predecessor. In 1850 the alterations and 
additions in the duties imposed by the Ordinance of 31st December, 1849, 
were levied, and during the year 1850 the several duties on imports have 


been :— 
1. On the invoice price of all goods, British 
and Foreign. ‘ F ‘ . Al. per cent. 
2. Upon all tobacco, not prize . 5 . 1d. per lb. additional. 
3. s ale and beer in bottles. . 6d.perdoz. ,, 
4 "9 a incasks  . «\ Sdy per gall. ,, 
5, i wines in bottles ; : . 2s. per doz. A 
6. Fs » in casks a : . te pergalh 4 
"4 * rum . ; ‘ « de. per gall. ,, 
8 ~ other spirits ‘ ; . 2s. per gall. ,, 
9 iy sales by auction of prize vessels 
and goods . ; ‘ . 4l. per cent. 
10. » sales by auction of prize tobacco Al. per cent. additional. 
11. Tonnage duty :— 
Perton . : . ‘ eo Oe 
12. Wharfage duty :— 
Perton . : : : ee 
For half ton : , : . 2s. 6d. 
Under half ton . ; ; . le, 3d. 
Wharfage lumber ‘ ‘ ” . 3s. 9d. per 1000 feet. 


The difference therefore in the tariff between the years 1848, 1849, and 
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1850 will be found under the heads Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6, which are new. Nos. 9 
and 10, which are increased 1/. per cent., and No. 12, which has sanctioned a 
more convenient division in the wharfage, so as to permit a smaller sum than 
formerly being levied on quantities less than half a ton. 

The scale of local dues and taxes, distinguished from that proper to the 
Customs, has undergone no change in either the years 1849 and 1850 from 
what it was in former ones. Tor although in the latter year Ordinances were 
passed for imposing a tax on all boats and canoes, and for raising a tax on 
houses and lands within the colony, still as they do not come into operation 
until 1851, they cannot properly be noticed in this Report. 

On comparing the foregoing schedules of taxes and duties, both local as well 
as those levied by the Customs, with the tariffs in force in other British colo- 
nies, I do not think that it can with any justice be urged that the mercantile 
community, or indeed the inhabitants generally of this colony, whether im- 
porters or consumers, Europeans or natives, have any cause to complain of their 
severity.* It must also be always borne in mind that all articles of African 
produce, from whatever part of the west coast of Africa imported, are imported 
free of duty; that there is no export duty or tax on the produce of the colony, 
or on any other article exported from the colony; that the foregoing duties 
are levied only on those articles which are consumed in the colony, and I think 
it will be admitted that they are in no degree oppressive or excessive, and 
certainly not out of proportion to the pecuniary wants of the colony. 


2nd. Revenue and Expenditure. 


Intimately connected with the foregoing subject, the revenue and expendi- 
ture of the colony appears to be the most proper subject to come next under 
consideration; and first, with reference to the revenue. 

The total local revenue for the colony from all sources, exclusive of Par- 
liamentary Grant for the years 1849 and 1850, was as follows :— 


£. cAewe 
1849 - : . 20,399 18 6 
1980." ti se Se ese 2° 3 


That of the two immediately preceding years was 


é fi ood. 
ole Wis a ee t . 24,180 6 ll 
1848 . - 21,910 12 5% 


showing that although there was nearly as much difference between the 
revenue of 1849 and 1850, as between that of 1847 and 1848, there was never- 
theless a marked falling off in the revenue for the years 1849 and 1850 as 
compared relatively with 1847 and 1848, and that the diminution was pro- 
gressively, in round numbers, about 3,000/. per annum, except between the 
years 1848 and 1849, namely, from 24,1800. 6s. 11d. in 1847 to 17,8364. 4s, 2d. 
in 1850. 

With the view, however, of testing somewhat more satisfactorily the stability 
or the fluctuation of the revenue of the colony, I have gone back for 11 years, 
so as to embrace in a tabular form the periods from 1840 to 1850, both years 
inclusive, in order by a comparative computation of the whole, and a com- 
parison of each year’s revenue with that of the year immediately preceding 
and succeeding it, it may be ascertained how far the revenue for the years 1849 
and. 1850, relatively, has or has not been an average one. 

The following table shows the whole revenue of the colony for the years 
already mentioned ; first, from all sources; secondly, from the Customs; and 
thirdly, from other sources independent of the Customs, excluding of course 
aid from Parliamentary grant. 


* The gross amount of the import duties, ad valorem and extra, do not exceed altogether 5/. per centum 
on the invoice value of the goods imported, 
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Rerurn of Revenue of Sierra Leone from 1840 to 1850. 


Portions 
obtained from other 
local sources. — 


Portions Levied by 
the Customs, 


Gross Revenue 
from all sourees. 


1 Tee as £e. 6 al! ; 

1840 17,332 9 14] 12,60913 6 4,722 15 7h 

1841 11,137 13 14 | 9,071 19 0% | 2,065 14 08 

1842 9,719 16 1 2,195 3 34 

1843 12,603 5 10} 2,316 7 13 
| 1844 16,842 11 54 5,809 19 6% 
| 1845 20.953 3 10 4,833 13 1 
1846 20,695 3 12 8,945 13 Th 
| 1847 24.180 6 11 7,808 10 0} 

1848 21,910 12 54 8,094 1 44 
| 1849 20,399 18 6 7,559 15 10 
| 1850 4,861 16 7 


17,836 4 2 


Revenue for’ the 


| Giving a Gross Total} 
Eleven Years of 


193,671 


nual Revenue under 
each head of 


17,606 9 6% 


And an Average ne 


From the foregoing calculation therefore it will be apparent, that while the 
revenue collected in 1850 is an average one, tested by the actual receipts of the 
ten years preceding it, that for 1849 is considerably above that average; and 
an attentive consideration of the several annual amounts set forth in the third 
column of the Table in question will, I think, go far to disprove the soundness 
of the opinion advanced by the late acting Governor in his Report on the Blue 
Book for 1847, that the results of local taxation “are of little value to the 
revenue.” For if in a colony so peculiarly constituted as this is, and as yet 
almost wholly exempt from direct taxation, an average annual revenue on the 
test of ten years of over 5,000/. per annum is attainable by local taxation, I 
cannot subscribe to the justice of the opinion which holds that such a result is 
of little value to the revenue. Asa matter of course the revenue derived from 
the Customs is at present the colony’s sheet anchor; but small as that com- 
paratively is, which is derived from other local sources, it is nevertheless in 
my opinion of considerable value to the revenue, and I have no doubt will 
continue to increase as progressively in value, as a reference to the fore- 
going Table will show that it has already done during the period embraced 
in it. 

It having occurred to me that it might be desirable that the means of testing 
the correctness of the information contained in the preceding Table should be 
afforded, I will proceed to show (one example being sufficient) how the results 
for the year 1845 have been obtained, a similar mode of calculation being of 
course applicable to the other years. ‘ F 

° s. . 


The gross revenue of the colony for the year 
1845 under all heads of receipt, and including 
aids from Parliamentary grant, was. . 83,475 12 10 
From which must be deducted as being defrayed 
wholly by the Imperial Treasury :— 
Ist. Expenditure of liberated 
African department . 8,456 18 9 
Qnd. Salaries of civil and 
judicial officers . . 4,065 10 3 
—————__ 12,522 9 O 


Which leaves a net revenue of «£20953 .3 10 


as shown in the Table referred to; and this sum, divided again under proper 
heads of revenue, gives for the receipts under the Customs 16,119/. 10s. 9d. ; 
and under other heads of internal revenue to 4,833/. 13s. 1d. 

As I perceive that in reporting on the financial state of the colony for 1847 
and 1848, the late acting Governor deducted from the gross revenue of those 
years the amount of deposits, advances, and loans, I therefore think it right, as 
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explanatory of any discrepancy which may appear between his report and 
mine on the same subject, to state that I have not made similar deductions, and 
for this reason. 

All deposits, advances, and loans being duly brought to account in the books 
of the Colonial Treasury as bond fide available receipts, must in my opinion be 
taken to form an integral portion of the revenue during the period the colony 
derives benefit from their use, as much as any other sums raised by any other 
legitimate means ; their repayment being also made as much a bond fide item 
of disbursement as any other head of expenditure. The only items therefore 
which in my calculations for arriving at and showing the net revenue of the 
colony, I have deducted from the gross amount of receipts as shown in the 
financial return in the Blue Books, are those proper to the Liberated African 
Department, and the salaries of certain civil and judicial officers, namely, the 
Governor, Colonial Secretary, Chief Justice, and Queen’s Advocate. And as 
these respective amounts form no item of revenue or expenditure in the 
accounts of Colonial Treasurer, but are on the contrary bond jide payments from 
the Imperial Treasury (the former defrayed by the military chest at this 
station, and the latter by bills on Her Majesty’s Paymaster-General), they 


cannot be considered as forming, nor should they be included as a portion of 


the local revenue of the colony. 

The revenue of the colony for 1849 and 1850, although it was natural to 
expect that it would suffer temporary injury by the changes which have 
recently taken place in the British Navigation Laws, does not appear, on a 
comparison with former years, to have suffered any very important diminution. 
The best year of the ten already quoted was 1847, and the increase in the 
revenue of that year over all former and subsequent ones is attributable to the 
large contracts for ground nuts entered into and completed by the resident 
merchants of the colony with foreign houses, and unfortunately principally with 
French ones. I say unfortunately, because lucrative both to the merchant, and 
necessarily in a proportionate degree to the revenue, as that trade was with the 
French houses so long as it existed; the universal panic, which was the result 
of the French revolution, utterly destroyed it for atime, and was felt most 
severely by the mercantile community of the colony ; many of those who were 
at the time extensively engaged in that particular branch of the produce trade 
of the coast, and who had necessarily made large advances‘ of goods in the pro- 
secution of that trade, were completely ruined by the revolution; and the 
ground-nut trade, although still carried on, has not yet regained and in all pro- 
bability will not for years regain its former vigour. This is a matter for very 
deep regret; for its prosecution, while a source of honourable remuneration to 
all employed in it, was still more valuable as being the means, and a very 
direct and powerful one, of gradually but thoroughly extinguishing the slave 
trade, by holding out constant and remunerative employment to the mass of 
the native population in the territories adjacent to the colony, who in all pro- 
bability would either have been sald themselves as slaves, or have been 
employed in selling their neighbours into bondage. 

Before proceeding to report upon the expenditure of the colony, it may be 
proper here to remark that, compared with other portions of Her Majesty’s 
possessions, the system of direct taxation is almost wholly unknown here. 
One step, however, and one which is in every point of view a wise and 
judicious one, and will ultimately prove most beneficial to the colony, has been 
taken towards the gradual imposition of direct taxation, by the introduction of 
the “ Ordinance for levying a tax on houses and lands within the colony,” the 
credit of which is entirely due to the Right Honourable the Colonial Secretary 
of State; and I am decidedly of opinion that were the inhabitants of the 
colony subjected to a reasonable amount of direct taxation, it would be the 
means of stimulating them to greater industry ; it would induce them to labour 
more vigorously and willingly, not merely for their daily bread, but in order 
to secure a future provision for their families; above all, it would teach them 
the real value of property; and it would alike call into existence the as yet 
unknown resources of the colony, and the latent talents and abilities of its 
inhabitants. 

At present the wants of the inhabitants are so few, and the necessaries of life 
are so cheap, that there is a dearth of that energy and spirit, generally speaking, 
amongst them, which would lead them by honest emulation to raise themselves 
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above their present condition, and give them a taste for those increased com- 
forts and even luxuries of life which through indolence they are at present 
contented to forego; they live almost from day to day, having no other object 
before them than to satisfy the present demands. A fair system of direct 
taxation, however, would, I conscientiously believe, work in a comparatively 
short period of time a marked and lasting improvement in the native popula- 
tion of the colony, by compelling them in the first instance to labour, and by 
securing to them, in the second place, the fruits of honest industry, thereby 
placing it within the power of all, by creating a stimulus for exertion, to raise 
themselves in the end imperceptibly, but surely, into a position of honourable 
independence, and at the same time creating a legitimate source of revenue to 
the colony. Besides no one will, I think, deny that it is now time that the 
native population should be required to contribute somewhat towards the aid 
of that Government which has hitherto done every thing for them, and with so 
liberal and disinterested a spirit. 


Secondly.— Expenditure. 


The net expenditure of the colony for the two years embraced in this report 
has been 


x ad. 
For 1849 20,869 1 1 
Against a revenue of 20,399 18 6 
For 1850 r 19,409 8 8} 
Against a revenue of 17,836 4 2 


Showing that the expenditure of both years had exceeded their receipts; in the 
former by the sum of 469/. 2s. 7d., in the latter by the sum of 1,573/. 4s. 64d. 
The fact, however, as regards 1850 is, that although there appears an excess 
of expenditure over the amount of revenue actually received, there was in 
reality an actual saving in the estimated expenditure of that year of 
4,316/. 11s. 104d., as will appear on reference to the following calculation :-— 


£. $a 
Estimated and approved expenditure . 23,726 0 7 
9 revenue 22.021, 3 «1 
Deficiency on estimate ; < . 1,704 12 6 
Revenue estimated 22021 Se 
- collected 17,8386 4 2 
———_———._ 4,185 3 ll 
Real deficit : : 5,889 16 5 
Expenditure estimated 23,726 0 7 
es incurred 19,409 8 84 
——- 4,316 11 103 
Apparent surplus of expenditure over 
revenue . ’ : , i A BFE & OY 


en 


The foregoing calculation shows therefore that against a deficiency of 
5,889/. 16s. 5d. there has been a saving of 4,316/. 11s. 104d., and the difference 
between the expenditure and revenue for the year 1850 is explained, not on the 
ground of our having exceeded the authorised amount of expenditure for that 
year, but on that of our not having saved in the expenditure the whole amount 
of the deficiency (5,889/. 16s. 5d.) between the estimated and collected revenue ; 
for had the whole amount of the estimated revenue been collected, instead of 
their appearing a surplus expenditure there would have been on the contrary 
a balance in favour of the colony of near 3,000/., owing to the actual expendi- 
ture having been less than what was sanctioned. 
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The expenditure of the two years immediately preceding those stands— 


£. &- d. 


In 1847 at . ; 28,405 7 St 
With arevenueof . 24,180 6 11 

And in 1848 at . . 25,075 15 54 
Against its revenue of . 21,910 12 5% 


both showing a surplus expenditure over revenue, in the former year of 4,0001., 
and in the latter of 3,000/. 
Haying tested the revenue of the two years 1849 and 1850 by a comparison 
with that of nine years preceding, it may be satisfactory to submit the expendi- 
‘ture of those years to a similar proof, with the view of ascertaining whether it 
has been excessive, or whether, on the contrary, it is an average expenditure ; 
and in the following Table I shall class the amounts set forth under three 
heads, namely, first, the net local expenditure, from which all payments on 
account of Parliamentary grant are deducted ; secondly, the expense of fixed 
establishments, including incidental and miscellaneous; and thirdly, public 
works. 


Return of Expenpiture of Sierra Leone from 1840 to 1850. 


Expense of 


Net Total Fixed Establishments, Expense 
YEARS, Expenditure of each | including Incidental C) 
Year. and Miscellaneous Public Works. 
Expenditure. 

oe ts as ieee aes ae ae 
1840 8,279 11 64 7,486 1 11 193 9 4 
1841 12,663 3 8 11,237 13 13 1,425 10 6} 
1842 11,823 12 0 9,316 14 13 2,506 17 4} 
1843 11,874 12 72 10,664 18 4 .1,209 14 3% 
1844 16,533 19 5 14,830 8 104 1,703 10 64 
1845 22,312 13 0 20,224 17 53 2,087 15 6% 
1846 16,759 18 4% 13,464 6 8% 3,295 11 72 
1847 28,479 9 52 22,495 2 3% 5,984 7 14 
1848 25,075 15 4% 19,325 8 8} 5,750 6 84 
1849 20,869 1 1 16,525 12 04 4,343 9 0+ 
1850 19,409 8 8% 16,870 5 ‘Iz 2,539 3 O02 


Gross Expenditure for 


the Eleven yee} 194,081 5 3% | 162,441 9 9%] 31,639 15 54 


Average Annual Ex- 
penditure during the}} 17,643 9 6%]| 14,403 9 113 2,876 6 12 
above period . 


The above results prove that the expenditure of the two years more particu- 
larly under review in the present Report has been considerably less than that 
of the two immediately preceding them, and that the average annual expendi- 
ture has been on a par with the average annual receipts. 

It may, however, be satisfactory to see what proportion the actual bears to 
the estimated revenue and expenditure, and for this purpose I will refer to the 
following Tables ; the first showing the’ estimated and the collected revenue ; 
the second the estimated and the actual expenditure; the third the estimated 
revenue compared with the actual expenditure; the whole prepared for the 
periods embraced in the former Tables. 
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Return of Revenve Estimated and actually Collected. 


YEARS including supposed 
. Balance from 
preceding Year. 
cise 

1840 12,074 5 O 
1841 18,610 0 0 

H 1542 20,936 0 0 
{ 1843 17,221 0 0 
i 1844 16,500 0 0 
1845 15,351 15 0 

1846 18,789 0 0 

1847 20,766 0 O 

1848 25,563 1 10 

1849 39,915, 20 4 

1850 22,021 8 1 


| 
| ron 
| 


Total . £/ 210,548 7 3 | 193,671 b 14 


x | 
| 


| Estimated Revenue. 


Estimated and 


Approved Expenditure. 


d. 


£. 
12,354 


& 


18 2 


194,774 5 4 


£. 
12,074 
18,610 
20,936 
17,221 
16,500 
15,351 


a 
MAK OCOOMOCCOCON? 


— 
RMP ROSCOOOCOOCOR 


Estimated Revenue. 


Total . £| 210,548 7 3 


Revenue 
actually Collected. 


Se te 
17,332 9 1} 
12,187 18) 14 

9,779 16 7 
12,603 5 104 
16,842 11 5% 
20,953 3 10 
20,695 3 1% 
24,180 6 11 
| 21,910 12 5% 


20,399 18 6 
17,836 4 2 


Actual Expenditure. 


a 

8,279 
12,663 
11,823 
11,874 
16,533 
22,312 
16,759 
28,479 
25,075 
20,869 1 
19,409 8 


194,081 5 4} 


Actual Expenditure. 


pein de 
8,279 11 64 
12,663 3 8 
11,823 12 0 
11,874.12 "2 
16,583 19 16 
22,312 13 0 
16,759 18 44 
28,479 9 5} 
25,075 15 43 
2086901, I 
19,409 8 84 


194,081 5 4t 


The calculations contained in the three preceding Tables show 

Ist. That on the estimated revenue of the colony for the periods embraced 
in them (each year’s estimate being calculated according to the actual receipt 
of the three years preceding that for which the estimate is made), there has 
been a deficit hetween the estimated revenue and that actually realized of 
nearly 17,000/, or over 1,500/. per annum. 

Qnd. That even with that deficit the actual expenditure has been kept 
within that which was estimated for and approved by Her Majesty’s Govern- 


ment; and 


3rd. That on a comparison between the estimated revenue and the actual 
expenditure, there has been on the whole a saving of over 16,000/, or an 


average of about 1,400/. per annum. 


So that with a revenue very uncerta 


in and fluctuating, as is shown by the 
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Tables in question ; and although the expenditure has in a few instances and 
unavoidably exceeded the revenue of the year to which it properly belonged, 
the result of the last 11 years would go to prove that the gross expenditure of 
the colony for the whole of that period has exceeded its revenue by about only 
400/., an amount so trifling as to be scarcely deserving of notice. 


Imports and Exports. 


The imports of the colony for the years 1849 and 1850 have been respec- 
tively of the estimated value 


£. $e 

In 1849 of ; ; ; ; » 102,88/ 14 6 

In 1850 of : ‘ < ; 2 OeOlis 3g 
Showing a falling off in the value of 
the imports of the latter year as 
compared with the former to the 

amountof .:. : : : 4,996 1 3 


The imports of the two immediately preceding years, however, stated 


Bo ey ae & 

For 1847 at cn 8g So ae 116SR9 tee 0 

For 1848 at. : : : . 89,174 19 4 
Show the still more* extraordinary 

difference in their relative value of 

the very large sum of . ; - 27,514 15 8 


It will be seen by the foregoing figures that there has been a marked im- 
provement in the amount of imports in the years 1849 and 1850 over those of 
their immediate predecessors. Between 1848 and 1849 to the amount of over 
_13,000/. in favour of the latter year, and between 1848 and 1850 to the amount 
of over 8,000/. in favour of 1850. 

The deficit in the amount of the imports between the years 1849 and 1850 
is shown thus :— 


There was an increase of imports in 1850 from 


Aa A 
West Indies of . . 2,539 14 10 
United States of Ame- 

ricaof  . : . 8,599 4 38 

Foreign States of . ~ i foe 7 48 
— 6894 6 9 

And a decrease from 

Great Britain of . + 10,833 0175-2 

Other places of . . 1,066 10 9 
———-— 11,890 7 11 

Making a total decrease, as already 
stated, of : é ; : . 4,996 1 2 


It would, however, scarcely be safe to hazard the assertion, that because 
there was a decrease in the imports of 1850 of about 5,000/. compared with 
those of 1849, the trade of the colony had necessarily deteriorated to that 
amount; for the fact (which will be noticed presently) of the exports of 1850 
having been greater than those of 1849 clearly demonstrates such a conclusion 
to be erroneous. That, as fir as the Customs is concerned, there has been a 
diminution to the foregoing amount of the imports reported or cleared inwards 
in the colony as compared with 1849 is evident, but that may and doubtless 
does result from the fact of the resident merchants haying found themselves 
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sufficiently well stocked with goods in 1850 by their importations in 1849, to 
render extensive orders in 1850 unnecessary. 

The very marked decrease in the amount of imports from the mother 
country in 1850 is a fact, however, deserving of notice, as being indicative to 
a certain extent of the results to be anticipated from the alteration in the Navi- 
gation Laws, which enables the mercantile community of the colony to obtain 
from foreign countries the goods they require for the prosecution of their com- 
mercial pursuits on the coast, at a much cheaper rate than they can be procured 
from Great Britain. 

Having afforded explanation respecting the decrease in the value of theim- 
ports (of 5,000/.) between the two last years, it appears to me that the still 
more extraordinary difference between the value of the imports in 1847 and 
1848, amounting to the large sum of 27,500/., also requires explanation ; and 
as I find that circumstance, though noticed, not accounted for in the Report on 
the Blue Book for 1848, prepared by the late acting Governor, it may not be 
out of place for me to attempt here to throw some light upon it. 

In the foregoing Tables proper to the revenue of the colony, I have shown 
in figures that. the year 1847 was the most prosperous year, in a financial point 
of view, of the 11 years embraced in those Tables, viz., from 1840 to 1850 both 
inclusive ; and I have also explained that that prosperity was in a great mea- 
sure, if not wholly, attributable to the vigour with which the ground-nut trade 
of the colony and neighbourhood was prosecuted by our resident merchants 
under contracts with foreigners, principally with French houses. 

In 1848, however, the French revolution, which has unhappily been produc- 
tive of such wide-spread destruction to trade and commerce, totally paralysed 
that flourishing trade; and amongst some of the many disastrous results conse- 
quent thereupon thay be enumerated the ruin of many parties here extensively 
employed in that trade, the severe pecuniary embarrassments and heavy losses 
of others, the total cessation of a most valuable branch of the produce trade of 
the colony, the necessary decrease in the amount of imports for its prosecution, 
and the consequent falling off, as already noticed, in the local revenue. To no 
other cause is the deficit in the amount of imports between 1847 and 1848 to 
be attributed. Had nothing occurred to interrupt the progressive improvement 
of the ground-nut trade of this colony, I know that I am within bounds when I 
assert that it would have, by this time, quadrupled itself in extent and value. 
As it is, it will of course take a long time ere it be thoroughly re-established 
again, or before parties will be willing to embark to any extent in a branch of 
commerce which may be utterly annihilated and themselves ruined, without 
any previous forewarning, and by circumstances too over which they have no 
possible control. 

I am happy, however, to be able to point to the fact of the increase in the 
imports of 1849 and 1850 over those of 1848, as an indication of the return of 
confidence and of the improvement in that trade, which is recovering itself, 
though slowly; fresh contracts for the supply of the ground-nut having, I 
understand, been entered into again with foreign houses by Mr. Heddle, one of 
the principal merchants of the colony, who was largely engaged in that trade, 
and who, I am sorry to say, was also one of the principal sufferers here by the 
French revolution. 

In order to submit the imports and exports of the colony for 1849 and 1850 
to the same tests by which the revenue and expenditure for those years have 
been tried, I have prepared Tables for reference, showing the estimated value 
in round numbers sterling of the imports and exports of the colony for the 11 
years ending with and including 1850. 
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TABLE showing the Estimated Value, in Sterling, of the Imports into Sierra Leone from SIERRA LEONE. 


all parts, from 1§40 to 1850, both Years inclusive. 


British Colonies, 


United 


Great Foreign 
YEARS, Bevan West North PES ee States, Total, 
Indies, | America. : 
£. 
1840 13,939 
1841 55,149 
1842 18,376 
1843 96 538 
1844 83,049 
1845 111,474 
1846 105, 368 
1847 116,689 
1848 89,173 
1849 102,885 
1850 97,890 


Years . 


Gross Total for the aes 


Average Value of Imports 
for each Year . 


The foregoing Table establishes the fact, that the gross amount of imports in 
the colony from all parts, for the last 11 years, was of the estimated value of 
over 1,010,000/. sterling, of which amount— 


Great Britain furnished imports to the amount of . £786,777 


The British Colonies ; ‘ . ‘ : " 82,138 
The United States of America : ; i , 93,213 
Other Foreign States : : ‘ : : ; 48,402 


And further, that the average annual value of the imports during the same 
period has been over 90,000/. sterling; of which amount there has been 
imported from Great Britain to the value of over 70,000/. sterling per annum; 
from the British Colonies over 7,000/. sterling per annum ; from the United 
States of America over 8,000/. sterling per annum; and from Froreign States 
over 4,000/. sterling per annum. 
Exports. 

The next subject for notice is the exports. 

The official returns from the Customs state the exports reported outwards 
through that department to have been— 


For 1850, of the estimated value of . ‘ . 115,141 15 1 
For 1849, 5 ‘5 ; " : 111,905 14 2 


Showing a balance in favour of 1850 over 1849 of, £3,236 0 11 


And if we place the amount plus in exports against the amount minus in the 
imports for the year 1850, it will be seen that the balance against the colony 
on the two transactions for those years will be of no very alarming amount: 
thus— 

Deficit in estimated value of imports of 1850, com- 


pared with 1849 . ; : : £4,996 1 2 
Increase in exports of ditto Gtttor = : : 3,236 0 11 
Actual loss for 1850 : i De ari PBL CO SOUS 


A different, and not so satisfactory a result, however, as regards the exports 
for 1847 and 1848, will be produced by a similar calculation. 
The estimated value of the exports is stated in the Blue Book for those 


years to be— 
For 1847. ‘ ‘ ‘ : ; ‘ . £100,818 1 4 
For 1848 . ; ; ; : F : : 95,617 4 2 
Showing a balance against the latter year of . £5,200 17 2 


And in favour of the years 1849 and 1850 of - . 2,064 16 3 


a 
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If, however, a balance be struck between the imports and exports of the 
years 1847 and 1848, the result will be largely in favour of the former year on 
both transactions: thus— 


Increase in estimated value of imports in 1847 


over 1848 : ‘ : , ‘ £27,514 15 8 
Decrease in estimated value of exports in 1848, 
compared with 1847 P : ; ; ‘ 5,200 17 2 


Giving a balance on the gross estimated value of both 
imports and exports in favour of 1847 over 1848 of £32,715 12 10 


And if this calculation be pursued further, and a balance be struck between 
the gross totals of the two accounts of the imports and exports for the years 
1847 and 1848, and those for 1849 and 1850, it will be seen that that balance 
will be largely in favour of the former years. 

Placed, however, in juxtaposition with each other, the exports for 1849 and 
1850 will be found respectively to be of greater value than those of 1847 and 
1848: for instance, the value of exports was returned— 


th) 1647 a 4 a ee Se ae 
fans eeat sc Ct ee 95,617 4 2 
fe 1840-at + ye  ee  - 
In 18b0 dite 6 e et, oa 


Showing an increase in 1849 over 1848 of 19,000/, and over 1847 of 14,0007. ; 
and an increase in 1850 over 1848 of 16,000/., and over 1847 of 10,000/. And 
the relative value of the gross totals of the exports for the two former years 
compared with the two latter will be— 


For 1847 and 1848. : A : Z ay pw lOG 415 5) 6 
And for 1849 and 1850 Six , , ‘ ; 227,047 9 3 


Giving a balance in favour of 1849 and 1850 of — 
the estimated value of . ; ‘ : . £30,632 3 9 


The following Table will show the relative gross annual value of the exports 
from the colony for the 11 years comprised in the like Table of Imports :— 


Taste showing the Estimated Value of the Exrorrs of the Colony of Sierra Leone to all 
parts, in the Years from 1840 to 1850, both inclusive. 


British Colonies. To 


YEARS. Great United Foreign Total. 
Britain, West North | s:sewhere| States of | States. 
Indies. | America, America. 
2H fie Ea ; £. nS x. 
1840 58,497 1,065 re 4,599 592 65,888 
1841 64,569 ee 194 2,649 1,585 69,542 
1842 72,232 37 2,241 2,335 2,532 90 ,337 
1843 67,452 24 es 10,609 | 19,499 104,608 
1844 .| 55,242 oe ate 10,794 | 22,961 91,444 
1845 60,305 aie 4,565 | 30,704 103, 382 
1846 16,039 ee 5,696 | 41,899 125,875 
18417 66,167 oe 3,365 | 20,993 100,818 
1848 51,160 oe ae 26,443 | 13,080 95,615 
1849 81,606 =e sie 9,359 | 16,693 4,246 111,904 
1850 42,924 oe oe 24,740 | 26,975 | 20,500 115,189 


Gross Estimated Value of 
Exports for Eleven Sant 696,193 1,126 4,171 | 79,746 |114,723 |178,591 |1,074,552 


Average Amount of Ex- 
haa. gen a i 63,200| 102] 3%8| 7,249] 10,429 | 16,235 | 97,686 


The above computations show that, for the 11 years above stated, the gross 
amount of exports from the colony reported through the Customs was of the 
estimated value of 1,074,552/., of which there was exported— 


To Great Britain to the value of . . . £696,193 
To the British Colonies ' : : : 85,045 
To the UnitedStates of America. a, 114,723 


And to Foreign States. ; : ' . 178,591 
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And they establish also the fact, that the gross average annual exports for each 
of the above 11 years was of the value of 97,6861, of which there was an 
annual export— 


To Great Britain to the amount of . : . £63,290 
To the British Colonies of i ‘ ; ; 7,729 
To the United States of America of . ; : 10,429 


And to Foreign States of . ‘ ‘ . 16,235 
A comparison of the two preceding Tables of imports and exports will give 
the preponderance in the total value on the 11 years to the latter: thus— 
The total value of imports is  . , ‘ £1,010,530 
" of exportsis  . F . 1,» 1,074,552 


Total in favour of exports . : - £64,022 


Thereby establishing the present healthy state of the trade of the colony ; it 
being, I presume, an admitted proof of the prosperity of a country when the 
amount of its exports exceeds that of its imports. 

Although in the aggregate the exports of the colony have, for the last 
11 years, exceeded in estimated value its imports, the exports to Great Britain 
for that period, as compared with the imports, show a difference against the 
former, and in favour of the imports of 90,584/. ; and it would further appear, 
on a comparison of those returns, that the tide of exports has, on the whole, 
set stronger towards the ports of the United States of America and other 
foreign states than to those of the mother country or the British colonies. 

As regards the commercial and financial prospects of this colony itself, 
however, I would submit that, from the information contained in the foregoing 
Tables, results are obtainable which, in my opinion (the peculiar circumstances 
of the colony, and the character, condition, and disposition of the mass of its 
population being always taken into due consideration), should be held to be 
highly satisfactory in every point of view as regards the past, and no less 
cheering as regards the future. 


Shipping Inwards. 


The number of vessels from all parts reported inwards at the Customs was— 


Tor 1849 . ° P = ‘ ; 130 
And for 1850 . 


Showing a decrease in the latter year of . 


Of the foregoing there arrived— 


From Great Britain 
British Colonies 
United States 

Foreign States . 


Total 


Evidencing a marked falling off in the number of vessels which have visited 
the colony during the past year from Great Britain and the British possessions 
abroad, and an increase in those from foreign states, which must, I presume, 
be considered as the result of the alteration in the Navigation Laws. 
The number of hands employed in the shipping, and for the years abuve 

stated, was— 

In 1849 ‘ ‘ . - : . 1,490 

In 1850 : . : : : . 1,332 


Giving a decrease in 1850 of . , 158 men. 
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And the number of tons represented by the vessels above quoted was— 


1849 


From Great Britain 
British Colonies 
United States 
Foreign States . 


Total 


Showing a falling off of 1,624 tors in 1850. 

Although, however, the amount of tonnage was less in 1850 than in 1849, 
the amount of tonnage duty actually levied in those years was greater in 1850 
than in 1849. For instance, the actual number of British and Foreign tonnage 
entering the port of Sierra Leone upon which tonnage dues have been levied 
was— 


In 1849—British, 13,870; Foreign, 4,602 ; Total, 18,472 
feisso—"  , 18,.104;.....,- - Gara; - a ABT 


Giving for the latter year an increase of . . 1,505 tons, 


and at the same time a preponderance of Foreign tonnage on which the dues 
were levied over British of 2,271 tons. 
The shipping inwards and tonnage for the two years previously were— 


In 1847—Vessels . ~ 85. Tons ~-' . 26,674 
ined 3 er he 16k ig ne BESO 

Giving an increase in tonnage to the latter 
over the former year of . ; : ~ “8827 


A comparison of the total amount of tonnage inwards between the two years 
1847 and 1848 and the two years 1849 and 1850 will give a very large balance 
in fayour of the former years: thus— 


Total tonnage inwards for 1847 and 1848 was_.. . 59,175 
for 1849 and 1850 was. . 38,449 


” 29 


Balance in favour of 1847 and 1848. - 20,/26; 


which is satisfactorily accounted for by the very large amount of foreign 
shipping employed in the groundnut trade in the shipping seasons of 1847 
and 1848. . 

It may be as well to mention here that the tonnage dues are only paid once 
during the same voyage, and that, therefore, the difference between the number 
of tons entered and the number upon which the dues were levied is to be 
attributed to vessels having entered the port more than once during the same 
voyage. 

Shipping Outwards. 


The shipping outwards and tonnage (upon which no dues are levied) appear 
to have been— 


For 1849. 
1850. 


Difference in favour of 1849 


The shipping and tonnage outwards, for the two preceding years, were— 
EET ee 


Ships. Tons. 
Wish. eS 2S 209 | 39,580 
BS4S eee Ce te Fe 194 33,980 


Being in favour of 1847. 14 5,600 
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And a comparison of the totals of the two former years with those of the two 
latter, will give— 


} Ships. Tons. 
For 1847 and 1848 . d ; : 402 73,560 
1849 and 1850 . : ‘ ; 285 57,151 
Balance in favour of 1847 and = —— 
1848 over 1849 and 1850 7; 16,409 


Already accounted for by the number of vessels employed in the groundnut 
trade, in the trading season of 1847 and 1848. 

The total shipping and tonnage account, inwards and outwards, for the two 
years 1849 and 1850, as compared with the two preceding years, will stand 
thus :— 


YEARS. 


1847 39,580 | 66,254 
1848 33,980 | 66,481 
1849 31,674 | 59,734 
1850 25,477 | 51,913 


Giving Totals for the 


Four Years . 130,711 | 244,382 


And showing a marked falling off, in both the number of vessels and tons, 
inward and outward, in the two latter years, as compared with the two former. 

Once, however, that the groundnut and the produce trade of the colony and 
neighbourhood generally have recovered from the shock and disorganization 
into which they have fallen, owing to the French revolution, I have no doubt 
whatever that the shipping and tonnage, and the trade, import and export, of 
the colony will largely increase. 

Having now had under review the tariff of duties connected with the exter- 
nal and internal revenue, the revenue and expenditure, and the imports and 
exports of the colony, it m1y be proper, before passing to other returns deserv- 
ing notice in the Blue Books before us, to make a few remarks here on the 
trade and commerce of the colony; subjects of deep interest, and intimately 
blended with its well-being and prosperity in every point of view. 


Trade and Commerce. 


The trade and commerce of the colony may properly be divided into two 
heads, namely, local and external, both exercising a proportionate influence on 
the onward progress of the colony and adjacent territories, in a moral and 
financial point of view. 

The local trade and commerce of the colony, that is, the trade in articles 
the growth, produce, and manufacture of the colony, is chiefly confined to 
arrowroot, ginger, pepper, and groundnut oil, the former of which are culti- 


vated by the liberated African population of the rural districts of the colony, 


and the groundnut oil is manufactured at Freetown, from nuts imported into 
the colony. | 

As I purpose, in a subsequent portion of this report, remarking on the state 
of agriculture in the colony, I shall reserve the comments I should otherwise 
have made here, as to the little inducement held out to the native population 
to engage in raising produce for exportation, and shall pass on to notice briefl 

The external trade and commerce of the colony. 

This embraces the majority of the articles which are composed in the 
returns of exports, such, for instance, as— 


Teak timber, Gold, 
Palm oil, Mats, 
Ivory, Bees’ wax, 
Hides, Beni seed, 
Camwood, Gum copal, 


Groundnuts, Ox horns, &c. 
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The foregoing articles of commerce, although exported from the colony, are 
not the growth, produce, or manufacture of the colony. The teak timber being 
shipped in the neighbouring rivers, as well as a large portion of the ground- 
nuts, and the remaining articles, are all brought to the colony by natives, or by 
our coloured traders, and purchased by the resident merchants, by whom they | 
are shipped to England. 

I may here mention, as proof of the great value of the groundnut trade, that, 
in the year 1847 alone, the estimated value of the groundnuts exported by the 
resident merchants of the colony, amounted to the large sum of 21,336/.; of 
which amount 2,000/. worth only was sent to England, 5,000/. worth to the 
British colonies, and 14,3361. to foreign states, chiefly to France. 

Although, as I have observed, the majority of the exports from the colony 
are the produce of the neighbouring territories ; and although the colony con- 
sequently depends almost entirely on the natives of the adjacent countries for 
the means of carrying on its export trade, who might, at any moment, stop 
(and who often have seriously impeded) the produce trade of the colony; still 
it is gratifying to be able to report that the temporary stoppages to trade, which 
have occasionally occurred here, have scarcely ever arisen out of any hostile or 
unfriendly feeling, on the part of the natives, to the colony ; but have almost 
always resulted either from feuds amongst themselves, or from the intrigues of 
foreigners, who, jealous of the extended influence which the British enjoy on 
this coast, resort to any and every means to injure their trade and divert it into 
other channels. As yet these attempts have invariably proved abortive, or 
nearly so; the natives electing, in ninety-nine cases out of every one hundred, 
to transact business with the English merchant in preference to any foreigner ; 
therefore, although the colony unfortunately does not at present contain within 
itself resources sufficient to enable it to carry on an independent export trade, 
it nevertheless so commands the whole produce trade of the neighbourhood as 
virtually to make it‘its own. 

As the annual value of the imports and exports have been given in a tabular 
form, for the last eleven years, ending with 1850, it may be proper to afford 
the like means of judging of the commerce of the colony, by showing in a 
similar manner the staple articles of trade exported during the same periods, 
which will be ascertained by a reference to the following table, in which, how- 
ever, the value of the articles is given, as the quantities of all are not furnished 
by the Customs. 

Taste showing the Value, in Sterling, of the various Articles of Commerce, the Growth, Produce, and 


Manufacture of the Colony and West Coast of Africa, Exported from the Colony of Sierra Leone, during 
each of the Years from 1840 to 1850, inclusive. 


ARTICLES. 1840 | 18412 Total. 
£. Ss £. é. 
Arrowroot . . 6 232 551 403 7,323 
Bees’ Wax. . « « « 224 952 553 13,754 
Benni Seed. . 4 ea te aia 853 
Barwuod . « « « « 110 110 ag 1,025 
Camwood oe oe eel SedOd ae sease to ys60 99,871 
Comte. 3, vies Land 237 237 9 13,783 
Gum Copal . . « « 580 604 | 1,038 16,268 
Groundnuts F . | 1,611 | 1,488 956 117,930 
5 Oils. “eas a si 684 9,208 
Ginger ae 1,473 | 1,365 | 1,673 89,366 
Hides (dry and salted), c 295 
Tespatd ani Goat Skin} 1,697'| 1,679 | 1,444 ed ds 
Ivory cance ype 97 254 | 1,526 33,172 
Ox Horas . af adie 4) é ¥ 256 
Peppers and Cayenne P , 
ek lle Ee *\) 277 | 403 | 1,090 19,680 
Palm Oil . » «| 11,762 | 11,8443) 13,004 236, 818 
>» Nuts. ek oe +e “a xe 2,137 
Ae Ses) eee: ¢ s - 340 
Rice (clean and rough) 1,070 | 1,150 120 f 7,508 
Teak ‘Timber ; . | 38,073 | 41,043 | 51,665 325 669 
735 


Sundries, including weg 


osities, Mats, &c. 


o. 204 203 


The above table does not include the very large quantities of articles enu- 
merated in it, shipped direct from the neighbouring rivers by the traders and 
merchants of the colony, without passing through the Customs here, and which 
amount annually to a very considerable sum ; one merchant alone, Mr. Isaacs, of 
Matacong, having loaded no less than sixteen vessels in one season with ground- 
nuts and other articlesof produce. Neither does it, as will be perceived, include 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 173 


the large annual shipments of gold from the colony, that article scarcely ever 
being entered on the manifest of vessels clearing outwards, as it is not subject 
to duty. 

It will, therefore, be seen, that although the contents of the foregoing table 
speak very favourably for the commercial capabilities of the colony and neigh- 
bourhood, it does not, and cannot fully represent the importance and value of 
the trade which the colony commands. 

Few people, I am of opinion, including even those acquainted with the 
colony, entertain any idea as to the extent of the trade doing, and, under 
proper management, to be done here; and still fewer would believe, that a 
place so cried down (principally by those who know nothing, or next to 
nothing, about it), commands so extensive and valuable a produce trade as the 
foregoing table exhibits; a trade certainly not surpassed, I might with more 
justice say, not equalled, by any settlement, British or Foreign, on this coast,— 
one too, which, to a very great extent, must still be considered in its infancy, 
and but very imperfectl ydeveloped, and which must increase according as the 
means of extending, fostering, and protecting it, are placed at the disposal of 
the colony. 


Agriculture. 


Next in importance to the subjects already noticed as being intimately con- 
nected with the social and commercial prosperity of its inhabitants, is, in my 
opinion, the progress of agriculture in the colony; and I shall, therefore, 
proceed to notice its past and present condition, as also its future prospects, so 
far as any opinion respecting them can be hazarded. 

In the preceding pages I have stated that the colony at present raises but few 
articles of produce for exportation, the only ones (its growth and produce) 
which are exported being ginger, pepper, and arrow-root, and to a very limited 
extent groundnuts. 

It, however, produces various other articles, but which are cultivated at 
present only in quantities sufficient for local consumption, such, for instance, as 


Cassada, Sugar cane (small), 
Yams, Sweet potato, 
Cocoa, Plantain, 

Indian corn, | Bananas, 


and various other tropical esculents and fruits; but there cannot be any doubt 
that it would produce many other valuable articles of export, could the atten- 
tion of the inhabitants be directed to the cultivation of the soil, by a fair remu- 
neration being held out to induce them to do so. 

I have often heard it urged, as an excuse for the absence of all agricultural 
pursuits on an extended scale in the colony, that the soil is bad, and that it 
will not repay the cultivator. That the surface of the colony is so broken and 
rugged, that the labour necessary to render it fruitful and productive, would 
considerably overbalance the returns which would be produced, and that, con- 
sequently, agriculture on a large scale, or as a mercantile speculation, is not to 
be thought of. 

My answer to this is, that although there is some truth in the excuse, so far 
as the rugged surface of the colony is concerned, that difficulty is by no means 
insurmountable; and that as the experiment has never been fairly tried, the 
assertion that agriculture, as a remunerative speculation, is impossible, is a 
mere supposition unsupported by fact. Where nature has planted so lavishly 
fruits, vegetables, trees, and shrubs, of various kinds and descriptions, which 
only require cultivation to render them valuable sources of wealth, it cannot, 
with any show of justice, be urged that the soil of the colony is unproductive, 
and that its cultivation will not repay the labour bestowed on it; least of all 
can ft be urged, that its indigenous productions cannot be successfully culti- 
vated in the soil in which nature has herself placed them. 

Amongst the natural productions of the colony, which have as yet received 
little or no attention or cultivation from the hands of any of the inhabitants, I 
will content myself with naming but two, which will sufficé to prove that, in an 
agricultural point of view, the colony possesses the means within itself, of 
‘enriching those who were disposed to turn their attention to the subject of agri- 
culture, with a spirit of determination to overcome all existing obstacles (and 


SIERRA LEONE, 


— 


193 


194 


174. REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


SIERRA LEONE. they are not very formidable), instead of merely confining themselves to expe- 


riments discontinued almost as soon as commenced. I allude here to the 
valuable indigenous coffee and cotton plants found growing throughout the 
length and breadth of the colony. 

Specimens of these articles, the spontaneous and uncultivated produce of the 
soil, I sent home, some few years back, to Her Majesty’s present Principal 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, who was pleased to express himself deeply 
interested in the development of the agricultural capabilities of the colony ; 
and I have reason to believe, that the samples in question were considered as 
very satisfactory and promising. 

I occasionally send home to my friends small packages of the coffee of the 
colony, and of the neighbourhood, and I invariably find it spoken of in the 
highest terms, and as equal (some, indeed, consider it superior) to the best 
coffee procurable in the London market. 

The presence of coffee and cotton throughout the colony is a well-known 
and undisputed fact, and it is, therefore, to be regretted, that the hint which 
nature has thus given, as to the soil being adapted to their cultivation, has not 
forced itself on the notice of some gentleman of capital or Company ; and that 
as a remunerative speculation for themselves, and as the means of calling into 
existence the capabilities of the colony as a coffee and cotton colony, attention 
has not ere this been directed to them. 

It is scarcely fair to expect that the native population of the colony could 
commence the cultivation of coffee, because they do not possess the pecuniary 
means necessary to enable them to establish it; nor could they lay so long out 
of their money without any return, it taking, I believe, from three to five 
years before a coffee plantation produces any return for the outlay. Once, 
however, that a tract of country was brought under cultivation as a coffee 
plantation, and was in bearing, I do not think that any difficulty whatever 
would be found in inducing the more wealthy of our liberated African popula- 
tion to purchase parcels of it for themselves, and to carry on its cultivation for 
the future; and were such a scheme commenced and carried out (and it 
merely requires energy and capital to start it), no one, I think, would assert 
that it would not be a very remunerative one. 

With cotton, however, no such difficulty exists, or, at all events, not to the 
like extent; its cultivation is not attended with the expense or labour neces- 
sary to render coffee remunerative, nor is it necessary that those engaged in it 
should expend any large amount of capital, or lay out of their money for any 
lengthened period, cotton, I believe, producing a return within the year; and 
were proper and fair inducements held out to insure its cultivation; were our 
liberated Africans certain of finding in Freetown a fair market for their produce, 
I do not hesitate to say that they would willingly and extensively engage in 
agriculture. 

In conversing with a mercantile gentleman of long standing in the colony, 
and one intimately acquainted with the barter and produce trades of the colony 
and coast generally, as to the hardships to which the colonial (liberated 
African) grower was subjected to in disposing of his produce, by being com- 
pelled to take goods, and goods too which were of no earthly use to him, in 
return for it, instead of receiving a:portion of its value in cash, and the 
remainder in goods; he frankly admitted the existence of the evil, but stated 
that it was not carried to the extent now that it was formerly. 

He, however, palliated the practice generally on the ground that produce 
fluctuated so much in value in the European markets, and fell at times so very 
low that it was impossible to pay a remunerative or even fair price for it here 
to the grower; and that although in paying goods for it, at 3d. and 4d. per 
pound, the real price in cash amounted to only 1d. and a fraction, the exporter 
very often lost by the speculation very considerably. 

I am sensible of the difficulties which beset this question, and I am prepared 
to hear it urged that, not being engaged in commercial pursuits myself, I am 
not competent to offer any just opinion upon their merits, or to say how the 
local trade should be conducted. Be it so. I do not profess to offer a sovereign 
panacea for all the difficulties and obstacles, more imaginary, however, than 
real, with which the question of trade and commerce is surrounded. I merely 
claim the free exercise of the privilege enjoyed by all men, of commenting 
upon events passing around them, and of which they are eye witnesses; and I 
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offer the present remarks with the sole view of inviting the attention of those 
more directly and personally interested in this question than I am, to a dis- 
passionate consideration of what they may consider the existing difficulties 
of the coast and colonial trade, with the view either to their removal or 
amelioration. 

During my service of 22 years I have seen, I could not help it, sufficient of 
business or mercantile proceedings to satisfy myself that there is much con- 
nected with them which would be “more honoured in the breach than in the 
“ observance,” and that a radical change in the existing system could not fail 
to be attended with the most beneficial results to all parties concerned—the 
European merchants and the African agriculturalists; and one proposition 
which I would put forth for the serious consideration of the former is, whether 
it would not be far better for them in a pecuniary point of view, leaving all 
other and higher considerations out of the question, to leave it optional with 
the liberated Africans who have produce to sell, and which they wish to 
buy, to take either goods for their produce in whole or in part, or cash; of 
course if cash were demanded, paying something less for it than if goods were 
taken. 

My reason for offering the foregoing suggestion is that I know such an 
option, generally speaking, does not exist; for I, as well as others who have 
remarked it equally with myself, have seen liberated Africans from the villages 
sitting down in the streets of Freetown opposite the merchants’ stores, where 
they have disposed of their produce, actually weeping over the rubbish—it can 
be called nothing else—forced upon them in payment for it. For when com- 
pelled to take goods in return for their produce, they are not always permitted 
to select such goods as they may require; they are further compelled to take 
such goods only as the purchaser chooses to give them, generally articles that 
he cannot otherwise dispose of (and in more instances than one, half empty 
bottles of ale and porter, and damaged claret !), and those too at an enormous 
profit. And as the liberated African is necessitated to convert these, to him 
useless articles, into cash for the benefit of his family, it results that at the end 
of the transaction he finds himself in possession of not one-fifth of the real 
value of his produce. 

Now such a system, I am informed, does not exist in conducting a barter 
trade with the natives out of the colony. There the merchant or trader pur- 
chasing produce cannot dictate to the native what he will give for his produce. 
He must to a very great extent accede to the terms on which the produce is 
offered for sale, if he is desirous of purchasing it. And why is this the case? 
why should so broad a difference in conducting the same transaction exist out 
of the colony compared with that which prevails within it? Simply because 
in trafficing with the Africans of the neighbouring territories the merchant is 
to a certain extent at their mercy, whereas the African in the colony is on the 
contrary wholly at his. 

Now will any man, will even the supporters of such a system, assert that it is 
fair or creditable? Can any one assert that a system of barter such as I have 
detailed, and the existence of which cannot be denied, is calculated to call 
forth the agricultural resources of the colony, or induce its inhabitants to devote 
their little capital, and their time and labour, to the cultivation of the soil? 
he whole system is a cruel mockery, and it is beginning to produce the only 
fruits such a system is calculated to bring forth, namely, distrust and deceit. 
For the native grower, finding by experience what a hard bargain will be 
driven for his produce, tries, and he is scarcely to be blamed, to make up one 
way or another for the unreasonable loss to which he is subjected in disposing 
of it; and the consequence is that his ginger and pepper are soaked to increase 
their weight, and his arrowroot and cayenne are adulterated; and thus a system 
of dishonest dealing is engendered on both sides, which if persisted in must 
ultimately and very speedily result in the total destruction of a trade which 
ought to belong to the colony, and which, if fairly conducted, would prove a 
lasting and valuable source of remuneration to all concerned in it. 

I know that all mercantile people uphold the barter trade, and so do I so 
long as it is conducted in a:spirit of equity and justice. I know also that it is 
argued that a man‘has a right to make the best bargain he can, and get as 
much as he can in his dealings. To this also I do not object. provided always 
the dealings be not conducted on the principle involved in the well-known 
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advice of the Scotchman to his son, namely, to “‘ make money, honestly if he 
“could, but a¢ all events to make money.” And I further contend that no 
difference whatever should exist (and certainly not to the disadvantage of the 
African in the colony) in conducting similar mercantile transactions between 
the natives of the neighbouring countries and the native population of the 
colony. I can see no necessity for any difference in the mode of proceeding in 
both cases, but if there be any, of which I am not aware, that difference should - 
assuredly be rather in favour of our own people than of the stranger. 

If the barter trade be worth anything it is in my opinion worth being con- 
ducted equitabiy and fairly; the profits accruing therefrom should not be all 
on one side, and the losses on the other. Each party, the seller of African pro- 
duce, as well as the seller of British manufactures, should reap reciprocal 
benefits by the transaction; and I feel confident that were a system of fair 
dealing established and rigidly adhered to, were the native agriculturalist in 
the colony treated in the negociations for his produce on the same terms even 
as his countryman out of the colony, and were he assured of having a fair 
market for the disposal of his agricultural labours, the produce trade in the 
colony would increase one thousand fold; the whole face of the colony would 
very speedily be under cultivation, and much of the produce which the 
European merchant has now to seek for out of the colony would be raised and 
could be purchased in it at a less cost, and most assuredly unattended with 
any of the risks incurred by dealing with the natives of the neighbouring 
territories. 

In putting forth the foregoing opinions and suggestions, I beg to be under- 
stood as doing so ina general point of view, without in the slightest degree 
wishing or intending to reflect, directly or indirectly, on any individual engaged 
in the local trade. I mention facts as I find them, and I make my comments 
and remarks on them with the sole view of drawing the serious attention of 
those personally interested in the question to the mischief the prevailing system 
is certain to produce, in order that they may adopt a better and fairer mode of 
proceeding, and not risk the inevitable destruction of a valuable barter trade, 
merely for the sake of securing the temporary gain derivable, and that only for 
a season, from a wretched barter system. 

In my tour of inspection through the colony last dry season I saw whole 
tracts of beautiful alluvial and almost virgin soil lying uncultivated, except in 
solitary patches here and there; the whole belt of land between the base of 
the mountains and the river running completely round the colony to the east- 
ward from Freetown to Kent, as well as a great portion of the level land to 
the westward, being capable of the very highest cultivation, and would produce 
abundantly coffee, cotton, Indian corn, rice, and all tropical grains; and in 
some places I am informed sugar cane, of a quality capable of producing sugar. 
The finest specimens of indigenous cotton I ever saw here were from the neigh- 
bourhood of the village of Goderich, in the western or sea district; and 
throughout the whole colony, in the mountain districts, as well as in the low- 
lands, ginger, arrowroot, pepper, and ground-nuts could be cultivated to any 
amount, and of excellent quality, provided only that those who devoted them- 
selves to their cultivation were certain of meeting with a fair return for their 
labour in the disposal of their produce ; and although it must be admitted that 
our liberated African population, collected from almost all known and un- 
known parts of Africa, are not as a people given to agriculture (at all events 
whatever they might have been in their own countries they do not, generally 
speaking, turn their attention to it here), still I am inclined to think that there 
are numbers who, if employed as agriculturalists by others, or induced by a 
fair return for their labour to engage in agriculture themselves, would be 
amply sufficient for the cultivation of the colony. . 

Amongst other natural productions in which this colony is rich may be men- 
tioned the teak tree, as well as other valuable forest trecs, great quantities of 
which, I regret to say, have in former years been felled and converted to the 
benefit of private speculators, without the imperial or local Government reaping 
any benefit from them whatever. 

The wholesale system of destruction waged for many years past in the primi- 
tive forests of the colony has, however, been put down. In 1846 I caused the 
cutting of teak and other timber for exportation to be interdicted, unless pre- 
viously paid for; and since my return to this Government in the end of 1849, 
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I have found it necessary to take stringent measures for the preservation of the 
timber, as I discovered, during my tour through the colony, that the former 
notice on this subject had been evaded, and that, under the plea of hauling out 
the old felled timber, fresh trees were cut down; and as the timber in question 
was Crown property, and had neither been purchased from the Government 
nor any licence obtained for felling it, I caused the whole to be seized as 
Government property in the several districts where it had been cut, and notice 
given that the parties might remove it on paying the full value of it to the local 
Government ; and I am in hopes that by the course I adopted the system will 
be altogether suppressed, and that it will not again be renewed. 

It is curious to notice the extraordinary ideas whiclr prevail here, not merely 
on the part of the liberated Africans, but amongst others perfectly capable of 
discriminating between mewm and twum, with regard to the forest timber of the 
colony, and to listen to the arguments advanced in support of the right put 
et by them to cut down timber indiscriminately for their private use and 

enefit. 

On one occasion a liberated African was brought to me, caught in the act of 
felling a teak-tree. I questioned him as to the right he had to cut timber; 
whether he was licensed to do so, or had paid for the timber he was cutting. 
The man seemed perfectly astonished at being called to account for his conduct, 
and laughed at the idea of paying for the timber; and he replied to my 
question, in the full confidence that his argument was unanswerable,—“ Eh, 
“me queen man; Sierra Leone, queen ground; what for I no can cut queen 
“timber, for get little copper?” a species of reasoning which appears to have 
been practically acted upon very extensively by others besides this» unsophisti- 
cated negro. He was, however, informed, as a matter of course, that he could 
not cut down any timber without paying for it, and that he must desist from 
doing so for the future, otherwise he would get into trouble. This individual 
clearly believed that he was not transgressing in cutting down timber to sell ; 
and he stated that he had been long engaged in felling it for a merchant of the 
colony (naming him), who told him that he had a right to cut any timber he 


liked, and that he (the merchant) would pay him a certain sum for every tree . 


he felled and dressed ready for shipping. 

I mention this fact to show that with such an example set them by men who 
ought to know and must know better, and who know, further, that they could 
not cut a stick of timber in the territories of any of the neighbouring chiefs 
without paying for it, it is not astonishing that the legitimate and profitable 
cultivation of the colony should be neglected by the inhabitants, for the more 
easy mode of obtaining money by the surreptitious appropriation of Crown 
timber ; and that, until their attention is diverted into a proper and healthy 
channel, by the establishment of a fair market for the produce of the soil, the 
agriculture of the colony must continue partial and defective, as it has ever 
been, if, indeed, it does not become wholly extinct as a commercial speculation. 

_ To give some idea of the ruinous extent to which the system of wholesale 
timber plunder was carried, I need only state that the average value of a cargo 
of timber is 1,250/., and that, as far as I have been able to ascertain, there have 
been about a dozen cargoes (probably more) cut and shipped from the local 
forests, without one penny having been paid to the Government for them since 
the year 1842, the period when the system was first commenced. Now, if we 
calculate the first value of the timber at one-fourth of the above (and I believe 
that to be far below its real value), it will result that the colony has sustained’ 
a pecuniary loss during the last nine or ten years, by reason of the illegal 
appropriation of its timber, of over 3,000/., or about 300/. per annum; in 
addition to which, it must be borne in mind, that as the natives have no idea 
of successive crops, so they never think of planting a tree for every one they 
fell, to keep up the supply; therefore, besides the double loss of the timber 
and its value, had the system continued, there would not have been a single 
tree of any description left standing in the colony in a very few years. 

I do not think that implicit reliance is to be placed in the returns of the 
quantity of land under cultivation and of produce saved. The information 
they contain is arrived at necessarily by a very imperfect process of calculation, 
because few, if indeed any, of the liberated Africans know the extent of land 
they cultivate, or the amount of produce raised on it. 

But ‘although the returns are not so correct as I could wish, nor as they will 
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SIERRA LEONE. be, once the “ House and Land Tax Ordinance” comes into operation, they are 


still deserving of notice, as showing, as near as can be ascertained, the results 
of the agricultural labour of the colony for the two years 1849 and 1850, and 
as affording evidence of what might be produced by a more general and 
extended system of agriculture. 

The quantity of land returned as under cultivation for 1849 is 39,603 acres, 
and for 1850, 37,207 acres; and the amount of produce actually saved for 
those years, respectively, will be seen by a reference to the following return :— 


Return of Propuce saved in the Rural Districts of the Colony of Sierra Leone in the 
Years 1849 and 1850. 


1849 1850 Average Price, 
For Cassada . . . . ~ Bushels| 54,688 | 165,801 | 9d. to 1s. per Bushel. 
Cociss eos le. senna 6,842 Istoils. 62. ,, 
Sweet Potatoes . . 4 55 1,048 2s. to 3s. Mc 
Indian Cory Pi ee ys VS, 117 43,111 to 5s. : a 
‘ ean, 58. to 8s. 
Bis Me oS Ce eee 4,113 2,716 . esha a oe 
Chicer eam re at 59 14,153 12,222 | 2d. to 3d. per lb. 
Groundnntwes <i. 2 4s 11,890 12,354 | 10d. to ls. 6d. per Bushel. 
GuineaCom. .. . ae 7,000 8,119 | 3s. to 4s. 5 
Peppers «. « o . « Lbs | 20,522 20,625 | 3d. to 4d. per Ib. 
Vans) 72S ote ts OW. be, 006 19,601 | 5s. to &s. per cwt. 
Pine Apples . . . . No. | 22,168 18,314 | 4d to 3d. each. 
Bananas . . . . . Bunches| 22,855 23,311 
Plontolnw cosa. am ol gs 227361 | 30,125 {18. to 2d per Bunch. 
SugarCane . . . . Stalks.| 24,419 10,994 | 3s. to 4s. 6d. per 100 Stalks. 


The quantity of stock raised during the same years, respectively, is as follows 
(not, however, including Freetown, for which, although the largest parish in 
the colony, no return appears to have been made. This omission shall be 
supplied in future) :— 


Average Price. 


In Freetown and Districts— - A 
Horses (¢.as les 174 157 | 102/'to 402. 

In Rural Districts only— Ae 
Horned Cattle . ae ons 1,140 899 .| “30s. to 52. and 6/. 
Sheew, vo. aent ie eos are! mh 619 340 }."Is. to 15s. 
Goats . feet ekg hen 2,145 1,524° 7 Milch, 15s. to 20s. 

. Sucking, 4s. to 6s. 

Pigs 8,910 3,950 Porkers, 10s. to 30s. 
Poultry 14,445 30,131 | 6d. to 1s. per head. 


The price of agricultural labour may be stated at from 7d. to 9d. per diem. 
Solitary instances may be found of persons working as farm labourers for less ; 
but I think I am correct in affirming that the market price of farm labour is 
as I have stated. Predial labour, however, of any other description is higher, 
namely, from 9d. to 1s. In former years, and before the system of emigration 
was introduced into the colony, labour of all sorts was much cheaper and more 
plentiful than at present. ; : 

Before dismissing the subject of agriculture, I may mention that, taking 
advantage of the opportunities afforded by the running of the emigration vessels 
between this colony and the West Indies, I have been enabled, through the 
kindness of the Governors of those islands visited by the vessels in question, to 
introduce to this colony many valuable fruit and other trees, not formerly 
known here, almost all of which are thriving. Other gentlemen have, in like 
manner, availed themselves of the same means of procuring plants and seeds 
from the West Indies; and I take advantage of this opportunity publicly to 
record my high sense and appreciation of the great courtesy and readiness with 
which our applications were responded to on the part of the West Indian 
authorities, as also by the late Governor of St. Helena, and the present gallant 
Governor of the Cape, to all of whom this colony is much indebted for the 


‘very liberal manner with which they have supplied it with rare and valuable 


plants, both useful and ornamental. 
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Manufactures, Mines, and Fisheries. 


Having remarked upon the agricultural resources which the colony possesses 
in itself, 1 deem this a proper place for briefly noticing its manufactures, mines, 
and fisheries, the return of which stands in the Blue Books next in succession 
to the agricultural return. 

Of the manufactures I am sorry to have to observe that as yet little can be 
said, and of the mines less. The only manufacture, strictly so called, which 
exists in the colony, and deserves notice, is that of groundnut oil, which is 
produced by expressing the oil from the groundnut, by means of presses, the 
labour of working which is performed by hand, steam machinery not having 
as yet been introduced into the colony. 

The oil, which is manufactured by two mercantile houses here, namely, 
those of Messrs, Oldfield and Burnet, and Mr. Reader, is in very great request, 
and is most assuredly a very useful and valuable production. It is extensively 
used, as well for lighting and for cooking as for lubricating machinery ; and it 
is also converted, in Europe, into’ olive oil, being entirely free from any 
unpleasant smell or taste; and when cold-drawn, by means of powerful 
machinery, as it is in England, it is a clear and beautiful vegetable oil, scarcely 
to be distinguished from olive oil. It is also cheap; it can be purchased in 
England, manufactured there from the imported nut, at 4s. to 4s. 6d. the 
gallon; and in the colony, but not so clear or so strong as that manufactured 
in England, at about the same price. 

Of the mines, all that can be said is that at present none have been dis- 
covered. I should not like to hazard the assertion that there are none in the 
colony; on the contrary, from the peculiar geological conformation and 
character of the colony, I should be the rather disposed to entertain the 
opinion that mines do exist in it, and that probably, at no very distant period, 
and when least anticipated, they may be discovered here, as accidentally as 
they have been in other parts of the world. 


Fisheries. 


Of the fisheries, however, much can be said in their favour; and I am 
happy in being able to give some interesting information respecting them, and 
for which I am indebted to Mr. Benjamin Campbell, late manager and magis- 
trate of the Isles de Loss, dependencies of this Government, and situate about 
one degree to the northward of the colony. 

The number of boats (some of them most excellent vessels, and all built in 
the colony) and canoes employed in fishing, has been estimated at between 60 
and 80 of the former, and between 50 and 60 of the latter, and I am disposed 
to believe that this is not an over-computation; on the contrary, I am of 
opinion that there cannot be less, boats and canoes included, and including also 
those belonging to the sea and river districts, to the Bananas and Isles de Loss, 
as well as to Freetown, employed in the sea and river fishery, than from 150 
to 200, affording occupation for from 1,000 to 1,500 men. 

The description of fish caught in the waters of the colony is correctly 
enumerated in the returns, and embraces almost all, if not all, the fish with 
which tropical waters usually abound. They are excellent in their kind, and 
there is no dearth in that very necessary article of diet here; it must, however, 
be observed that, owing probably to the frequent visits of steamers to the coast 
now, compared with former times, fish has not been quite so plentiful of late, 
but still the supply is abundant; and sad indeed would it be for the inhabitants 
of the colony, and indeed for those of the neighbouring territories as well, 
were it ever wholly to cease, or greatly diminish. 

In the mode of prosecuting the fishing in the immediate yicinity of the 
colony there is nothing deserving any particular notice. It is conducted upon 
similar principles as elsewhere, the boats, seines, &c., being generally the joint 
property of the captain and crew, who of course share in the profits and losses 
of the speculation; and I have reason to believe that on the whole it is a very 
profitable speculation, as they find a very ready market for the supply of fish 
they bring to shore with them. Sometimes the boat, &c., is entirely the pro- 
perty of one individual, who hires his crew, and makes an arrangement for 
them to receive a portion of the proceeds of the day’s fishing, in addition to 
wages; or they are paid wholly in cash, according to circumstances; and some, 
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more wealthy than others, possess two or three boats, which are constantly 
engaged in fishing, either with the seine or with the line. : 

All the pilots of the colony are fishermen, and employ a great number of 
hands in the trade; and their boats are excellent sea boats, and very fast 
sailers. 

The most interesting portion of the fisheries, however, is that conducted by 
a number of the fishermen of the colony in the neighbourhood of the Isles de 
Loss ; and from data furnished by Mr. Campbell, it would appear to be a flourish- 
ing and profitable speculation. 

During the proper season, from October to May or June, there are from 30 
to 40 associations established at those islands, for the purpose of prosecuting 
the fisheries, all composed of Sierra Leone people, principally liberated Africans ; 
each association is composed of a boat’s complement of men, a captain and six 
hands: the captain representing generally two of the ingredients composing the 
association, namely, capital and intelligence (or experience), the crew the third, 
and not less valuable ingredient, labour. 

A boat complete for the prosecution of this trade will cost about 25/. to 301, 
each man finding his own tackle, lines, and hooks; and as the season for enter- 
ing upon their labour arrives, the owner of the boat seeks for associates, who 
are soon found, their appointed stations in the boats fixed, and two other hands 
are engaged, men or boys, on the joint account of the master and crew, to take 
care of the fish, keep up the fires on shore for curing them, procure firewood, 
cook and prepare the meals of the party, while they are away fishing. 

The supply of food for the crew is provided by the captain, who receives 
from each man from 1s. 6d. to 2s., with which he lays in a stock of rice, foofoo 
(cassada grated, soaked, beat up and made into balls), cassada bread, &c., suffi- 
cient for three or four weeks’ consumption, and, all preliminaries complete, they 
sail from the colony to the Isles de Loss, which they reach on an average in 
from 14 to 16 hours; and having selected a spot where their boat can be shel- 
tered from the tornadoes, they proceed to perfect all the arrangements on shore 
necessary for successfully prosecuting their labours, and that duly completed, 
they put to sea, and run into 18 or 20 fathoms of water, or until they find a 
locality where fish are plentiful (sometimes 40 miles from the islands), where 
they remain until the afternoon, and then return with the sea-breeze to the 
islands. 

The quantity of fish caught is not equally divided amongst them; the share 
due to the captain and owner of the boat—the capitalist, in fact, of the firm— 
averages from 15 to 20 per cent., according to previous arrangement, on each 
man’s catching ; and, with the view of preventing any mistake or unfairness in 
the payment of this per centage, every man marks the fish he catches in a 
manner different from his neighbours, and decided upon beforehand, the captain 
alone not marking the fish he may catch; and when the distribution is satis- 
factorily concluded, every man proceeds to cure his own fish. If their labours 
are attended with success, they will secure in three trips sufficient to load the 
boat for the markets of the colony. The fish, when cured, is then securely 
packed in leaves, and on arrival at Freetown is sold at from 3d. to 4d. each, 
according to size, each man realizing from 20s. to 30s., and the captain of course 
considerably more. 

The fish thus caught and cured are principally consumed in the rural districts 
of the colony, where it is retailed at an advance upon the original purchase- 
money paid to the fishermen. 

Taking the number of boats engaged in this branch of industry to be 30, 
employing each of them nine hands (that is, a captain, six crew, and two men 
to attend to the curing of the fish, &c., on shore), it affords lucrative occupation, 
during the period the fisheries can be prosecuted, to nearly 300 men; and 
allowing seven months, viz., from Ist November to 3ist May, as the period 
during which it can be carried on (although it is often commenced on the Ist of 
October and continued to the end of June), the following estimate of its value 
is given by Mr. Campbell, who values each boat-load of fish taken to Freetown 
at 12/. 
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£. 
Thirty boats in 212 days (1st November to 31st May) making 
10 voyages each (allowing 20 days for each voyage to and 
from Freetown, and including the time necessary for dis- 
posing of the fish there and preparing for another trip), will 
in the aggregate make 300 trips, which at the above rate of 


12/. per trip gives. : : 5 ‘ j é . 3,600 
From this sum is to be deducted the outlay for fishing-tackle, 

firewood, &c. . - ; é “ ‘ A : ‘ 30 
Leaving a profit to the fishermen . ‘ : : ; £ 3,570 

The foregoing amount Mr. Campbell is of opinion is divided thus :— 

Two-fifths to the owners of the boats, or about 47/. 12s. each, 

amounts to 2 : A F : ‘ ; ‘ £ 1,428 
Leaving to be divided amongst the crew ; : ‘ ~ 2,142 


which will give each man about 11/. or 12/. net; and if the incidental expenses 
attending the wear and tear of a boat during the season, and other necessary 
items of outlay, amounting to between 8/. and 91., are deducted from the captain 
and owner's share, it will leave him, on the seven months’ speculation, a clear 
profit of between 38/. and 40/. 

From data on this subject which I have myself collected, I am of opinion 
that Mr. Campbell has underrated, rather than over-estimated, the value of the 
Isles de Loss fisheries; my calculations would give the gross amount realized 
by those engaged in them to be over 4,000/. annually. 

It is, however, always better to be under than over the mark in estimates 
and statements of this character, and I have therefore adopted Mr. Campbell’s 
estimate in preference to my own, it being amply sufficient to prove that the 
Isles de Loss, viewed in no other light than as a place of temporary residence 
for the men employed in the fisheries of their waters, are no useless dependen- 
cies of this colony. 


Administration of Justice. 


The colony possesses the following Courts for the administration of justice. 

First. Criminal Courts. 

1. The Court of Quarter Sessions for the trial of all offences committed 
within the jurisdiction of the colony. 

This Court is established by the Charter of the Constitution of the colony, 
and is presided over by the Chief Justice, assisted by the Members of Council 
as Commissioners of oyer and terminer, who in rotation sit with the Chief 
Justice. It is opened four times in the year for the trial of prisoners and for 
the general delivery of the gaol, and its proceedings are conducted in like 
manner as in the criminal courts of England, the Queen’s Advocete prosecuting, 
and the indictments being presented by a grand jury. 

2. The Royal Commission Court, for the cognizance of offences committed 
upon the high seas, and in other places out of the jurisdiction of the colony. 
This Court is specially constituted under a Royal Commission, and the judges 
of it are the Governor, the Chief Justice, and the senior officer of Her Majesty’s 
naval forces present in the colony. The Members of Council are also Com- 
missioners of this Court. 

The foregoing Courts, with the police office, the duties of which are of the 
same nature, and are conducted in like manner as police courts in England, 
constitute the criminal courts of the colony. 

Secondly. Civil Courts. 

1. The Court of the Recorder. 

This Court, like the Court of Quarter Sessions, is established under the 
authority of the Charter, and has superseded the Mayor’s Court, which formerly 
existed during the Company’s time, and under their Charter. 

Its jurisdiction and practice have been defined by an Ordinance passed during 
the year 1849 by the Legislative Council of the colony, and it is presided over 
by the Chief Justice, assisted by the Members of Council in rotation, who hold 
the office of Assistant Judges of the Court for one year. The regular Court- 


SIERRA LEONE. 


201 


202 


SIERRA ‘LEONE. 


— 


182 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


days are the third Wednesdays in the month; it sits, however, by adjournment, 
as many more as the business before it may require. 

2. The Court of Appeal. 

This Court, like the foregoing one, is established under the provisions of the 
Charter, and its duties are to entertain all appeals from the Court of the Re- 
corder, or any of the superior Common Law Courts in the colony. Appeals 
from this Court, as also from the Court of Chancery to Her Majesty's Most 
Honourable Privy Council are allowed, where the matter in dispute in either 
Court is of or above the value of 400/. 

3. Court of Chancery. 

This Court possesses and exercises within the colony like powers and juris- 
diction to the Court of Chancery in England. 

It is presided over by the Governor or officer administering the Government, 
who is ea-officio Chancellor of the colony: a Registrar and Masters are attached 
to this Court. 

4. The Court of Ordinary. 

The duties of this Court extend to granting probates of wills, letters of admi- 
nistration, and marriage licences; and generally, and when necessary, exercises 
the same powers as Ecclesiastical Courts in England. The President of this 
Court is the Governor, who appoints a Surrogate and Registrar. 

5. Vice-Admiralty Court. 

This Court is established by Act of Parliament, and possesses like powers to 
all colonial Vice-Admiralty Courts. 

It is principally occupied in this colony in the adjudication of vessels seized 
for being engaged in aiding and abetting the slave trade, whether British or 
foreign, the former under the provisions of 5th Geo. IV., cap. 114, the latter 
under those of 2nd and 8rd Vict., cap. 73, and 8th and 9th Vict., cap. 122. 

A Registrar is attached to this Court, and its proceedings and fees are fixed 
by regulations issued under the authority of the Act Ist and 2nd Will. IV., 
cap. 51. This Court is opened once a month pro forma for the dispatch of 
business. Besides which, it holds sittings whenever such may be necessary for 
the interest of justice. 

6. The Small Debt Court. 

This Court is established under the authority of a local Ordinance, by virtue 
of the provisions of the Charter. It is presided over by the Stipendiary Police 
Magistrate as Chief Commissioner, assisted by Commissioners, appointed by the 
Governor from amongst the inhabitants, who are compelled to serve in that 
office, unpaid, for a year, under a penalty of 50/. It stands in lieu.of the former 
Court of Requests, abolished by the Charter of 1821, and had jurisdiction ori- 
ginally over all matters of debt or damage not exceeding 40s.; it was found 
necessary, however, for the benefit of the community, to extend its jurisdiction 
by local eriactment to sums in dispute not exceeding 10/. provided, however, 
that in no question of which it can take cognizance is it to exercise any juris- 
diction over, or interfere with, titles to land. 


Legislation. 


The Ordinances passed by the Legislative Council for the year 1849, are— 

1. An Ordinance for the naturalization of J. R. Dailey in the colony of Sierra 
Leone. 

2. An Ordinance for defining the jurisdiction, and regulating the practice, of 
the Court of the Recorder of Freetown. 

3. An Ordinance to provide for the Civil List establishment of the colony 
for the year 1850. And— 

4. An Ordinance for granting duties of Customs, and certain other duties or 
dues, and for the regulation of the trade and commerce of the colony in certain 
respects. 

The titles of these Ordinances are sufficiently explanatory of the objects 
sought to be secured by them respectively, as to require no explanatory remarks 
respecting them. 

In the year 1850 the following Ordinances were passed :— 

1. An Ordinance for granting certain duties of Customs at Cape Coast Castle, 
and Her Majesty’s other settlements upon the Gold Coast. 

2. An Ordinance to alter and amend the laws relating to the duties of Cus- 
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toms, so far as relates to the payment of the additional duty on certain tobacéo, 
wine, malt, liqueurs, rum, and spirituous liquors. 

3. An Ordinance to embody and constitute a militia in the colony of Sierra 
Leone. 

4, An Ordinance to provide for the payment of duties or dues in respect of 
the lighthouse at Cape Sierra Leone. 

5. An Ordinance for licensing boats and canoes in the colony of Sierra Leone 
(to take effect from 1st January, 1851). 

6. An Ordinance for raising a tax on houses and lands within the colony of 
Sierra Leone. 

7. An Ordinance to provide for the Civil List establishment of the colony 
of Sierra Leone for the year 1851. 

8. An Ordinance for granting to Her Majesty further additional duties of 
Customs (to come into operation on or after lst of January, 1851). 

With reference to the first of the foregoing Ordinances, it may be necessary 
to observe, that at the date of its passing (the 5th of February, 1850) the settle- 
ments on the Gold Coast were dependencies of this colony; they have, how- 
ever, since ceased to be so, and now legislate for themselves. 

The second Ordinance was passed to allow the additional duty on the articles 
therein enumerated being paid by bond at six months ; and the last Ordinance 
was rendered necessary to raise the means of liquidating loans to the amount of 
4,000/., obtained from the military or Commissariat chest during the adminis- 
tration of the Government by Acting-Governor Pine in 1848 and 1849. 


Districts, Population, and Creeds. 


The colony of Sierra Leone is divided into five districts, viz. :— 

Ist. The district of Freetown (parish of St. George's), the capital of the 
colony. 

2nd. The First Eastern or River District, which adjoins that of Freetown on 
the eastward, and includes the villages of Kissy, in the parish of St. Patrick, 
and those of Wellington, Newlands, and Allen’s Town, in the parish of 
St. Arthur. 

3rd. The Second Eastern or River District, which extends from Allen’s 
Town or Hog Brook round the colony in an easterly and southerly direction, 
comprises the villages of Hastings, Stanley, Victoria, and Rokelle, in the parish 
of St. Thomas’; and Hastings’ Road, Waterloo, Campbell Town, and Mac- 
donald, in the parish of St. Michael. 

4th. The Western District, which adjoins the Second Eastern on the south 
(and which, like it, is bounded by the Calmont Creek, the southern boundary 
of the colony), comprises the villages of Kent, the extreme south-west point of 
the colony, and Russell, in the parish of St. Edward’s ; and York, Sussex, and 
one or two minor native villages, in the parish of St. Henry; and the villages 
of Dublin and Ricketts, in the Banana Islands, which lie immediately off the 
village of Kent, at the distance of a mile and a half or two miles, in the parish 
of St. Luke. 

5th. The Mountain District, which occupies about the centre of the colony, 
extends itself to the westward, where it joins the Freetown district, and is 
bounded by the Atlantic Ocean. This district contains the villages of Leicester 
and Gloucester, in the parish of St. Andrew ; Regent, St. Charles; Bathurst, 
in the united parishes of St. Peter and St. James; Charlotte, in that of St. John ; 
Wilberforce, Congo Town, Murray Town, Aberdeen, Lumley, Goodrich, and 
Adonkia, all in the parish of St. Paul’s. 

The largest districts of the colony are, the Mountain and Western and 
Second Eastern, and the largest parish that of St. George’s, Freetown. 

The population of the foregoing districts appears to have been as follows :— 


1849 1850 


. St. George’s Freetown . | 18,551 16,679 
. First Eastern . - . 5,498 5,302 
. Second Eastern . . 8,884 9,878 
ai Wester exh ao oe 4,085 5,159 
. Mountains. . . . 8,551 8,454 


oR WN eS 


Total « .. % « |) 46,869 45,472 
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SIERRA LEONE. Showing a decrease in the total population of the colony for the year 1850, as 
compared with its predecessor, of 897 souls. 

That the amount of the population of the colony must fluctuate plus or 
minus each year is obvious; and my own experience would lead me to the 
conclusion that, of late years, and owing to emigration, the population here has 
decreased : but I do not think that so great a decrease as that shown by the 
foregoing figures has occurred in the two years under review, and which, I am 
of opinion, is owing to some clerical error in taking the census for 1849. 

Here, the performance of this duty is attended with difficulties unknown in 
civilized communities; and it is with the greatest trouble that the native 
population of the colony generally can be induced to give a correct return or 
statement to the Census Master of the numbers of which their families are 
composed: they cannot comprehend why the information should be required, 
and they are therefore extremely suspicious at its being sought for, and always 
afford it reluctantly, and, in many instances, incorrectly. And at present, with 
the very imperfect means at the disposal of the local Government, and the 
difficulties raised by the native population, it is next to an impossibility that so 
voluminous a return can be as perfect as the local Government are desirous it 
should be; still, intrinsically, its general correctness can be relied on, although 
it is not so accurately correct as one would wish. 

The census in the rural districts is taken by the respective managers, and in 
Freetown by an officer appointed annually by the Governor for that duty ; and 
that, for the past year, has been taken by a European, the Superintendent of 
Police, and according to the plan suggested to Her Majesty’s Government by 
Major Graham, and adopted, I believe, in England: and I am apt to think it 
is as correct as, under existing circumstances, it is possible to make it. It 
affords the following results :— 

A population for the parish of St. George's, Freetown, of 16,679 souls (of 
whom there are 9,065 males and 7,614 females), who are classed as here- 
under :— 


Ist. As to employment, trade, or occupation— 


Government officers : ; : : : r a 
Merchants and merchants’ clerks . : : ; 170 
Petty traders, hawkers, and pedlars ; : 2 818769 
Farmers, farm labourers, and market people . . 2,405 
Grumettas, predial labourers, and house-servants . 4,121 
Fishermen and native seamen R é ; ’ 588 
Mechanics ; : : : . : é 721 

Miscellaneous, including washerwomen, semp- 
stresses, &c. : : i ‘ , : ; “2014 
Transient traders . L : ; : c - 923 
School children. : : . ‘ = y LOnEL! 
Tnfants 2 " { é ‘ : F : 425 
16,679 

2nd. As to races— 

Europeans. : ; ; , > , : 89 
Maroons é : 2 : : F - 15 
Nova Scotians : 3 . , : : , 49 
Liberated Africans ‘ ‘ ; ; : . 6,898 
Native Creoles A 4 2 ; ‘ : ea eo) 
West Indians 7 ; = ‘ a A 90 
Americans . : : : : , : Z 121 
Kroomen . i . ‘ : . : 560 

Native strangers (Timmanees, Sherbros, Foulahs, 
Mandingoes, &c.) : 5 ae : «. Bae 
16,679 
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3rd. As to religious creeds or sects— 


Episcopalians ‘ ; ‘ ‘ \ . 207 
Presbyterians F : , , : , : 7 
Wesleyans  . ; d : : : , oo table 

West African Methodists (seceders from the Wes- 
leyan connexion) : ; : : . 2,194 
Baptists ‘ : ‘ : , ; : ; 508 
Lady Huntingdon’s Connexion : ‘ ‘ , 964 
Roman Catholics . ; ‘ : . : ‘ 56 
Jews. ‘ ‘ : ‘ : ; : : 6 
Mahommedans . ; ; ‘ ; : eel one 
Pagans ; ; : , ‘ : é . -/ 1,866 
16,679 


The total population of the colony for 1850 is given at 45,472 (of whom 
24,550 are males and 20,922 females), and who, according to the foregoing 
segregation, are divided— 


Ist. As to trades, occupation, and employment: thus— 


Government officers ; : : : : : 37 
Merchants and their clerks . : ‘ : : 170 
Petty traders, hawkers, and pedlars : 7 2. 2-982 
Farmers, farm labourers, and market people . . 13,1oy. 
Grumettas, predial labourers, and house-servants . 7,455 
Fishermen and native seamen , : , ep ale RUD) 
Mechanics . ; a F : A ey dyoLO 

Miscellaneous, including washerwomen, semp- 
stresses, &c. ‘ A ; F : F ~ 2:02) 
Transient traders . : 4 3 4 : . 2,892 
School children. * ; P F - . 10,630 
Infants . : - ; A : : H ; 2,634 
45,472 

2nd. As to races: thus— 

Europeans . : ; ; : . : ; 111 
Maroons : : A : , ; - 5 15 
Nova Scotians ; ; P . : , j 49 
Liberated Africans 4 ‘ . : ; . 20,243 
Native Creoles . : ‘ _ ; ; . 20,766 
West Indians ‘ ; : ; : : c 91 
Americans . ‘ : " qi 3 ‘ % 121 
Kroomen : i ; 4 ; ' ‘ 560 
Native strangers. ; ; ; ‘ : . 8,516 
45,472 


3rd, and lastly. As to creeds, as follows :— 
Episcopalians : ? : : , ; . 16,095 
. ; f : : : 7 


Presbyterians 
Wesleyans ‘ ? \ ; : ‘ 13,376 
Wesleyan Methodists . : ‘ : : . 4,864 
Baptists : : : ‘ : ‘ : : 508 
Lady Huntingdon’s followers ‘ ‘ , . 1,552 
Roman Catholics . : ; ‘ : : : 56 
Jews. 5 : . : : d ; ; 6 
Mahommedans . ‘ ; : ; : .  Ahy78 
Pagans : 3 ; : : : ; . 7,230 
45,472 


A comparison of the third head of classification with the Table of religious 
creeds contained in Acting-Governor Pine’s Report for 1848 shows a very wide 
difference between the two; and on pointing out that difference to the officer 
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who took the census for the last year, he assured me—and I must say that the 
Census Return which he has prepared bears evidence of very great trouble 
having been bestowed upon it, so as to render it as perfect as possible—that he 
took the very greatest pains to secure the most correct information as to the 
religious tenets of the inhabitants of the colony, and that the return is substan- 
tially correct in that and the other particulars embraced in it; and without 
intending in the slightest degree to impugn the correctness of the like return 
for 1848, I think I can with safety bear testimony to the general correctness of 
that for 1850. 

Instead, therefore, of attributing the difference which appears in these two 
Returns, especially under the head “ Episcopalians” and “ Pagans,” to errors 
and incorrectness in their preparation, let us hope that it is to be accounted for 
more satisfactorily, and that, in fact, it is owing to the influence and spread of 
Christianity during the period in question; and that many who were enlisted 
under the banner of Paganism in the former year have, convinced of their 
error, deserted it to enrol themselves under that of Christianity in the latter 
years. 

Through the kindness of the Rev. Mr. Koelle, a local member of the Church 
Missionary Society, and the linguist to the mission, who has devoted his time 
and talents most successfully to the study of the native languages, I am indebted 
for the following list of the names of those African tribes represented by the 
liberated African population of the colony, and individuals of which Mr. Koelle 
has found in the colony in his endeavours to collect correct information respecting 
the still uncounted number of African languages. 

In the enumeration of these tribes Mr. Koelle has commenced with those 
from the centre of Africa, about Lake Tchad; then westward to the Niger, 
the eastern bank of which he follows until it reaches the sea. He then 
traces the coast upwards to Senegambia, and thence turns eastward until he 
arrives at the point where the Niger changes its course from north-east to 
south-east, near the country of the wild and warlike Wasulus. He then com~- 
mences on the southern half of this vast continent, enumerating the tribes along 
its eastern. shore, from ten degrees south to the Cape, who are represented in 
the colony, and completes his labour with those from the country between the 
banks of the Coanza and the Cameroons. 

The information thus afforded by Mr. Koelle is doubly interesting, as show- 
ing not merely the vast, number of African tribes represented in the colony, 
but as mapping out also, in a very clear and comprehensive manner, the enor- 
mous tract of country over which slavery and the slave trade have extended 
their poisonous influence. 

The following is a list of African tribes, members of which have been 
redeemed from slavery, and have been found in the colony by Mr. Koelle. 


Tribes. Explanatory Remarks, Tribes. | Explanatory Remarks, 

1. Shoa as oh African Arabs, east of Bornu. Nuf. \ On the eastern banks of the Niger, 
2. Bagarmi East of Bornu. <a tpn about Rabba. 

+ Raman Be Wiech On the southern banks of the Lake . Egbira, by the Nufes } 

? of Tchad. called Egura . 

4. Tubo (Tiboo) . In the Zahara, north of Bornu. . Idshumu, or Ekiri. | Eastern banks of the Niger. 

5. Mandara South of Bornu. Eastern banks of the Niger, and 
6. Kandin. . . South of the Zahara, near Hausa. . Basa will be distinguished from the 
7. Pika or Phika . South-west of Bornu. Basa, near Liberia. 

8. Wadai . \N B Eastern banks of the Niger, and 
9. Margi . ish oan a . Igala, or Gala . will be distinguished from the 
10. Bode West of Bornu. Gallas, in the East. 

1l. Gezere . South of Bode. . Agbale. . © ‘astern banks of the Niger. 
12. Karakarei West of Gezere. Eastern banks of the Niger, near 
13. Hausa . . . | Between Bornu and the Niger. » Kops. «es \ Egga. 

14. Munio, or Manga . | North-east of Hausa. . Wefa rn ey. ; 

15. Gube ous . . | North-west of Hausa. 7; bo Ae ee | Bastern bank of the Niger. 

16. Kambali West of Hausa. .Atam . East of Ibo. 

17. Dshuku : North-west of Hausa, . Kalaba . 
18. Gbali, or Goali South of Hausa. « Benin =. ss Near Ib 

19. Eregba, called Kuro- 2. Bayong . lah 


rofa by the Hausas, 
Assa by the Nufes 
and Ibos, and Ko- 
ana by the Kanuri. 


. Okuloba (Bony) 


South of Hausa. Bite. titers Between the Old and New Calabar. 
| 5 NOPEDA a ee? ons eee allied ; on the west of the 
OR «. s. sits Niger. 


. Kru ee rit 
« Basa 64 6 ; 
. Mano whats tits 
. Gbaresa, or Gbase . 


. Timne . fe 8s 
. Londoro, by foreigners 


. Limba . 

Pus) =) SY 41 Meare ee oa 
Reiitted era ioe | amo 
. Bidshugo 

. Mandshako 


South of Monrovia. 
East of Basa. 


Loko . 


en of Sierra Leone. 


On the Coast, between Sierra Leone 
and Senegambia. 


- Wasulu 


Souts Arrica, 


. Tsuwu, by foreigners 


sometimes Bumbe 
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Tribes, Explanatory Remarks. Tribes. Explanatory Remarks, 
- Adsha Called Popo by foreigners. ._ Nalu . ; 
: ibe Who speak three different dialects a eae . 
’ Mahhi é : : 4 of the same language. : even ; * 11On the Coast, between Sierra Leone. 
. Gurma . — & . Biafada, by foreigners and Senegambia. 
Pacis North of Dahomey. Oe ee el 
- Dshelanga . . . . Wolof . ou Ue 
. Ashanti ee - Fula. . . . |}In and near Senegambia. 
. Fanti Near Cape Coast. - Mandingo . A . 
. Grepo . Closely allied ; about Cape Palmas. . Bambara . | On the upper course of the Niger. 


South-east of Timbuctu. 


- Dawoin. . . ~ | North of Monrovia. . Masambik (Mozam- 
ey Vein gest obal rs From Cape Mount to the Gallinas. bigne)) 5 2) se 
. Gura, or Gola . } . Sofala snes On the Eastern Coast, between 
- Gbandi . | - Nyamban . . . on lat. 10° and the Cape 
. Buse - Marawi Peas pepnye 
. Mani 3 ROXETTE cee, emt oy 
: Coe " "  '  * |-East and north-east of Vei. : a haa 1On the South-west Coast. 
- Bunde . is - Kongo . 
- Mande, called also - Muse Kongo Empire of K 
Koso and Nonguba . Mantiaf aly id 

. Gise or Kise s - Kimbala 
. Kirim, by forei ‘ F , 

are Bs puenes North of Vei, on the Coast. j mene {Bast of Kongo, in the interior. 
- Bulom . North of Kirim and south of Sherbro. . Orungu About Cape Lopez. 
. Sherbro Between Bulom and Sierra Leone. . Diala 


On the Coast, about 2° north. 


}on the Cameroons River. 


Although the Tribes, Nos. 99 and 
100, are a little to the north of 
the Equator, their languages 
show that, in an ethnological 
point of view, they are to be con- 
sidered as South African. 


. Bulanda, or Balanta 


It appears to me to be scarcely necessary that I should offer any apology for 
increasing the length of this Report, by the insertion of the foregoing informa- 
tion respecting those numerous tribes of Africa, the sons and daughters 
of which have found a second and a safer home in this colony, as I feel 
assured that it will prove as interesting to all who may peruse this document 
as it has to myself. 


Emigration. 


This is a subject which has for some years past occupied the attention of all 
classes, some in favour and others opposed to it. It is one in the success of 
which Her Majesty’s Government is justly deeply interested ; and one also in 
which, to a greater or less degree, the interests of a large portion of the native 
population of this colony are involved. I deem this, therefore, a proper place 
to make a few passing remarks respecting it. 

This measure was first introduced into the colony in the commencement of 
the year 1841. The first vessel with African emigrants to the West Indies 
having sailed hence on the 7th April, 1841, for Trinidad, from which date to 
the present time the scheme has been prosecuted with more or less success 
according to circumstances, and has undergone many changes in the mode of 
conducting it, until finally confined to the existing system, which, under the 
contract between Her Majesty’s Government and Messrs. Hyde, Hodge, and 
Co., seems to work very satisfactorily. 

At the commencement, many of the old settled population of the colony, 
principally Maroons, anxious to return to their own country; and others, 
actuated by a spirit of adventure and a desire for change, readily embraced the 
opportunity offered to them of proceeding to the West Indies; and so success- 
ful was the scheme at first, that hopes were not only entertained (but I have 
reason to believe that it was announced to the public at home, in a pamphlet 
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SIERRA LEONE. on emigration, put forth by a gentleman employed as one of the island agents), 
that vessels had only to go to Sierra Leone to be filled immediately by 
Africans of all classes and conditions, anxious to better themselves by proceed- 
ing to the West Indies. 

Vessels did come out, two and three at a time, and the gentleman who, in 
his honest, but not very prudent zeal to further the cause of emigration, had at 
home painted its (in his opinion) certain success in such glowing colours, was 
in the colony when they commenced arriving (having been requested by 
the parties who were dispatching ships to it, on his representation, to super- 
intend procuring full complement of emigrants for them), when, struck with 
the gravity of the error he had committed in proclaiming in England that, as 
certain and to be depended upon, which, on the spot, he found was uncertain 
as the wind ; and seeing the utter impossibility of any of the vessels, almost 
daily arriving from England, obtaining emigrants, he hastily withdrew from 
all connexion with the scheme, placed himself on board ship, and returned to 
England, leaving the vessels in question to their fate. Whether the specula- 
tions they were engaged in, on that memorable occasion, turned out profitable 
or not, their owners best know. I mention this incident, in the infancy of the 
scheme, in order to state further that the result of this injudicious proceeding 
was to engender grave doubts as to its integrity, and to occasion, almost at the 
very commencement, a serious check to a measure which, had it been prose- 
cuted in the commencement with moderation, and carried out in good faith, 
would, in all probability, have continued the “even tenour of its way,” to the 
benefit alike of our West Indian possessions and to the mass of the labouring 
population (the liberated Africans) of this colony, without any of those checks 
which it has at times, owing to officious and ill-directed zeal, dishonest specu- 
lation, and unwise economy, experienced ; and which have gone far, if not to 
peril its very existence, at all events to shake the faith of the coloured popula- 
tion of the colony as to its integrity and value. 

It must, however, be admitted that, eminently calculated as it is to work 
most beneficially for the liberated Africans, it has been a distasteful measure 
amongst the se¢iled population of the colony of all races; a very small number 
of them having given it a trial, and they expressed themselves greatly dissatis- 
fied at the result. 

Whether they expected too much by the change, and were consequently 
disappointed ; whether the inducements held out to them to emigrate were not 
realized; whether they fancied that they were not to labour in the West 
Indies, or that the labour required of them was more than they liked to 
perform; or whether they found that what they realized by their labour did 
not remunerate them sufficiently, I will not pretend to say. But it is a fact, 
not to be disputed, that those of the settled population who tried the experi- 
ment returned disappointed and disaffected towards the measure, and nothing 
would induce them to give it a second trial. They assigned no reason for their 
refusal to emigrate beyond that of being perfectly satisfied with their lot here, 
and they and their families have steadily turned a deaf ear to all that could be 
urged to induce them to emigrate. 

I think that their dislike to it may, in a great measure, be ascribed to their 
unwillingness to break asunder all the ties of family and kindred which held 
them to this soil, in order to begin the world anew, as it were, with their 
fanilies, in, to them, a strange land, and to run the risks attending so 
hazardous a speculation, when, if they failed to realize all they anticipated 
from their change, they would necessarily be placed in a far worse position 
than they were originally in here. 

With the newly-imported people, however, the case is different ; they have 
no ties to bind them to Sierra Leone, more than to any other genial climate, 
and they have therefore always evinced a greater readiness to emigrate than 
any others, and, indeed, latterly they have been almost the only emigrants 
shipped from the colony. Tor them it is a measure of incalculable benefit, 
and I am glad to be able to state that few, very few of them show any disin- 
clination to emigrate; of course, those who desire to remain in the colony are 
permitted to do so; they emigrate of their own free will, or not at all. 

During the period I have administered this government I have, on various 
and seasonable occasions, put forth proclamations and notices on the subject of 
emigration, in which I have endeayoured faithfully and conscientiously to point 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 189 


out, in a clear and unvarnished manner, the benefits, certain to result from 
emigration, to those of our poorer liberated Africans, who have failed here to 
secure to themselves other than a from day-to-day scanty pittance, and 
who, though willing to labour and work, cannot obtain employment, owing to 
the absence of agricultural pursuits, on a scale calculated to afford employment 
to the mass of the labouring population. 

The object and the character of these documents, it is gratifying to me to 
know, have met with the full approbation of Her Majesty’s Government; and, 
convinced as I am of the value of emigration to the liberated Africans, I shall 
not: fail, on all suitable occasions, to direct their earnest attention to it as a 
means whereby they may reasonably expect to obtain that independence for 
themselves and families in the West Indies which so many of them have, after 
years of toil, failed to secure here. 

The following return will show the success which has as yet attended that 
measure, from its first commencement here to the end of last year. 


Return of the Total Number of Emigrants of all. Classes from the Colony of Sierra 
Leone to the West Indies in the period from April, 1841, to 3lst December, 1850. 


Number Emigrated 
under each 
Administration, 


Grand 
Total. 


Date. Under whose Administration, 


April, 1841. . . « « \% | Governor Sir J. Jeremie F 435 
April 28 to Sept. 4, 1841 . .| Acting-Governor Carr . . . . 659 
Noy, 4, 1841, to Jan. 14, 1842 |) Lieut.-Governor{ lst Administration 433 
July 11, 1844, to Dec. 11,1845 |f Fergusson 2nd Administration | 2,867 

3,300 
Feb. 11, 1842, to April 8, 1844 | Colonel George Macdonald .  . 2,148 
Dec. 27, 1845, to April 4, 1848 |)Gov. N. W.jist Administration . 1,985 
Noy. 26, 1849, to Dec. 31, 1850 |{f Macdonald | Present Administration | 2,701 

4,686 
April 8, 1848, to Nov. 24,1849 | Acting-Governor Pine . . . . 2,885 


Showing the Total Number of Emigrants to have been . . . « +. | 14,113 


for the nine years, ending 31st December, 1850, during which the scheme has been in operation in 
this colony. 


They have been distributed amongst the West Indies, as near as can be 
ascertained, as follows :— 


To Jamaica , ‘ ; 4 3,681 
St. Lucie. ; ‘ 2 367 
Trinidad. : ; ; 3,460 
Berbice ‘ : : ‘ 1,353 
Demarara . ; ; } 3,802 
St. Vincent . : : ; 236 
Grenada. ' : j 1,159 
St. Christopher . E : 55 


Total ; . 14,113 


The following Return will show the number of captured Africans brought 
up to and in charge of the Local Government of the colony of Sierra Leone, 
during the years 1849 and 1850 respectively, and their disposal :— 


| P 
Remaining in Liberated) Number of Captured J Digeust, At ms 
African Department Africans landed Total s | é 2 ; Bo 
and Hospital in the Colony. for each 3 ot a1 1s | 

on December 31, Voir = 2 Ey A | “a! f 
eee — wn Be Pane = a] Fa 8 <= § a a 

{ & Fe 3 a +m a | ° 
Year. Number. Year. Number. 5) St P| ~ a 2 § a 
1848 1,011 1849 2,203 3,214 | 2,240 | 71 466 | 17 |278 | 142 3,214 
1849 142 1850 1,867 2,009 ' 1,612 120 |158 | 15 | 83 | 21 2,009 


| 
| 
* Having refused to emigrate or enlist. 


Showing that, of 5,223 captured Africans brought to the colony during the 
last two years, 3,852 have emigrated to the West Indies. 
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I confess I never have been able clearly to comprehend the grounds upon 
which objection has been taken by certain parties in England to the emigration 
of the liberated Africans to the West Indies; for assuredly they possess as 
equal a right to take their labour to any market they choose as those do who 
are almost daily quitting the shores of the mother-country on a similar errand. 

I have heard it argued, as a strong ground of objection to the measure, that 
the liberated Africans cannot judge for themselves, and that they consequently 
cannot be said to emigrate voluntarily, and of their own free choice. 

Now I will grant (only for the sake of argument, however, for in reality it is 
not so) that such is the case with the newly-captured African, and that he is 
urged to emigrate to the West Indies without being able to discriminate as to 
the propriety of the step he is about to take; and I hold that the very ground 
advanced as an objection to his emigrating, namely, that he is incapable of 
deciding for himself, is the very strongest reason which could be urged in 
favour of advice being given to him on so momentous a question; one, in fact, 
upon which entirely depends his future welfare and onward progress through 
life; and as, from the moment of their capture by British cruizers, liberated 
Africans’ become the adopted children of Great Britain; children in the 
very fullest sense and meaning of the word, incapable of judging for them- 
selves, ignorant, naturally so, as to the best course for them to adopt in the 
new position in life in which they find themselves accidentally placed; utterly 
destitute and friendless, save in the protection extended to them by Great 
Britain; penniless and very paupers, with nothing but the solitary morsel of 
cloth round their loins as the sum total of their worldly wealth, and in very 
many instances not even that with which to commence the world a-new on 
their own resources. In such a position, free although they be, can objection, 
with justice, be taken to the advice which the Government might choose to 
give them to emigrate, in the same way that. thousands are annually advised to 
emigrate from the United Kingdom? Surely, if it be held wise and proper to 
advise our fellow men at home, who can decide for themselves to emigrate in 
order to improve their lot, it cannot be urged that adopting a like course with 
liberated Africans, is unsound in principle or unjust to them. 

I am apt to think that those who view the emigration of the liberated 
Africans as an objectionable measure, do so because they possess no practical 
knowledge of those people. They have heard of them, but have never seen 
them, and know them not, and they cannot understand why they should not 
get on as well in this colony as in the West Indies. I will briefly explain why 
they cannot. It is simply because there is no demand, as I have already 
observed in a former portion of this Report, for their labour; and as the 
importation of every fresh batch of captured Africans, if located here, under 
existing circumstances, would be nothing more or less than turning adrift in 
the colony so many paupers, to exist as they best could, and without scarcely 
any prospect of being anything else than paupers; which, J may ask, is the 
better, the more humane course to adopt towards them? ‘To allow them to 
remain free paupers here, or to advise them to emigrate to the West Indies, 
where they would be equally free, but with the wide difference of having the 
means placed within their reach of becoming, by the exercise of their honest 
industry and labour, independent members of their own class of society? Let 
those who object to their being required to emigrate answer the question. 

Were this colony as fertile as the West Indies, was its soil as fruitful, and 
was agriculture pursued here as generally as it is in the West Indies, there 
might then be some show of reason in the objections raised to the emigration 
of these people, and I might probably in a measure coincide in them; but only 
then to the extent of objecting to their emigrating in such numbers as would 
deprive this colony of the supply of labour it might require. But where the 
very reverse is unfortunately the case, and where agriculture is, as it is here, 
totally neglected, and, consequently, where the labour of these new people is 
not required, I cannot understand why they should not only not emigrate them- 
selves, but I will go further and say, why they should not be required to do so 
by the Government. 

If the British Government or the nation bear the whole expense, as they 
have done, both in sinew and money, in suppressing the slave trade, and rescu- 
ing its victims from bondage, surely they have a right to dispose of their newly- 
acquired subjects in the way, in their opinion, most conducive to their moral 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 191 


and social advancement, especially as these poor creatures do not. know, nor 
can be supposed to know, what is best for their own interests; and I feel con- 
fident that no one practically acquainted with the liberated African, will 
contend that he is a more useful member of society, in a state of comparative 
or positive poverty here, and without the means of bettering his condition, than 
he would be in a state of comparative or positive independence in the West 
Indies, secured to him by the exercise of his own industry and labour there. 


Education and Schools. 


Although the subject of the education imparted to the youth of both sexes in 
the colony has been made a special matter of correspondence between Her 
Majesty’s Government, the Missionary Societies in England, and the local Go- 
vernment, and is under consideration, it may be well to give a brief summary 
here of the means placed within the reach of the inhabitants of the colony for 
securing an education for their children. 

In addition to the ordinary day-schools throughout the colony, under the 
care and superintendence of the members of both the Church and Wesleyan 
societies, there are three institutions claiming to afford an education of a higher 
stamp to such native young men as obtain admittance to them. 

The first is the Fourah Bay institution, under the personal superintendence 
of the Rey. Edward Jones, of the Church Missionary Society, in which the 
students receive instructions in the following branches of education: namely— 

For the First Year.—In Arithmetic, English Grammar and Composition, 
Geography, Greek, Hebrew, Algebra, and Scripture History. 

For the Second Year.—In Algebra, Euclid, English Grammar and Composi- 
tion, Greek, Hebrew, and Scripture History. 

For the Third Year.—Trigonometry, Greek, Hebrew, Arabic, Introduction 
to the Bible, Articles of the Church, General History. And— 

For the Fourth Year.—Greek, Hebrew, Native Languages, General History, 
Church History, Introduction to the Bible, and the writing of Sermons. 

Each year is composed of two terms, and it would appear that the course of 
study at the institution expires, or is supposed to expire, at the end of the fourth 
year, or eighth term. 

Some of the pupils, those who evince greater talent than the others, are sent 
to England with the view of their education being so far perfected as to admit 
of their receiving ordination as local ministers. 

The second educational establishment, belonging to the Church Missionary 
Society, is the Freetown Grammar School, under the superintendence of the 
Rev. T. Peyton. 

The students of this school are divided into classes. 

The first class, as appears by the plan of instruction pursued at the grammar 
school, are educated in Lineal Drawing, Nicholl’s Help to the Bible, Arith- 
metic, Algebra, Greek and Grecian History, Mensuration, English Grammar, 
Geography and the use of the Globes, Latin, Euclid, Music, Writing and Draw- 
ing, Singing, and in writing Themes. 

The second class are taught Writing, Writing from dictation, Arithmetic 
pictured out, English Grammar pictured out, Composition of simple sentences, 
Reading, Bills of Parcels, Bible History, Music, Mental Arithmetic systema- 
tically taught, Lineal Drawing, Reading, and Singing. 

The third class receives instruction in Reading, Geography, Arithmetic, 
Writing. Spelling, Reading the Scriptures, Music, Lineal Drawing, Writing 
from dictation, English Grammar, the Scriptures. 

It is also stated that Navigation is taught to three pupils; and that there are 
three cotton machines, or gins, attached to this school. 

There is also a female institution, under the care and superintendence of Miss 
Sass, an English lady, and servant of the Church Missionary Society, in which 
girls are taught the usual branches of female education, and plain and fancy 
needlework ; and another day-school in the Kissy Road, superintended by the 
Rey. Thomas Maxwell, a native minister and member of the Church Mis- 
sionary Society, in which instruction is given to the children attending it, in 
Mental Arithmetic, Geography, Bible reading, English Grammar, Singing, the 
Catechism, Reading, Scripture History, Bible Doctrine, Drawing, and Writing. 

In each of the villages in the colony the Church Missionary Society have 
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established schools, and they have lately had transferred to their care and 
supervision the liberated African schools in the rural districts of the colony. 

The Wesleyan connexion here likewise have schools throughout the colony, 
and they also possess an institution at King Toms, near Freetown, established 
for the purpose of educating young men as local ministers and schoolmasters. 

In addition to other schools, established by other denominations of Christians 
throughout the colony, the Government possess a school at Freetown for the 
instruction of young children in the first rudiments of education. The expense 
attending this school is defrayed in part by Her Majesty’s Government, and in 
part by the fees paid weekly by the children attending it. 

Some of the seminaries feed and clothe, as well as educate the scholars 
attending them. I believe such to be the case with the Fourah Bay and King 
Toms institutions, the Grammar School, and female institution under Miss 
Sass. 

As far, therefore, as regards the actual number of schools inthe colony, it 
cannot be said that it is in any way deficient in that respect, there having been 
of all descriptions, and including those I have already enumerated— 


In 1849 . . 59 schools attended by 7,090 scholars of both sexes. 
In 1850 e . 58 Pr) ” 6,795 22 ” 


But although it will be seen from the foregoing statement that provision has 
been amply made for the establishment of schools, I must nevertheless bear 
testimony to the correctuess of Mr. Pine’s recorded opinion as to the unsuitable- 
ness of the character of the education imparted at those schools to the require- 
ments of the inhabitants and the wants of the colony; and without intending 
here to enter afresh into a discussion of a subject, all-important as it is, which 
I have already fully brought under the notice of Her Majesty’s Government, 
and which I believe to be under its serious consideration, I must be allowed to 
remark, that until the system of education, as at present adopted in the Mis- 
sionary schools, be modified and re-modelled, so as to become in its results 
more practically useful, and more generally adapted to the mental energies and 
capabilities of the native population of the colony than it at present is, the good 
that would otherwise be certain to result from the unceasiig exertions of the 
members of the Missionary societies labouring here will unhappily fall far short, 
if not of what they themselves anticipate, at least of what others interested in, 
and connected with, the colony, have a right to expect should be the result of 
so much labour and expense, if wisely and judiciously directed. 


Crime. 
The following is the Return of the total number of Criminals tried at the 
General Quarter Sessions of the Peace for this colony for the years 1849 and 
1850 respectively. 


Indicted. | Convicted. Acquitted. INot proceeded against. 

8 § 3 | 3 
Year, Pa 3 g Fi 3 Total, 
; Z| 8 Pe to) ee es ee oe ee Ae g| 8 ; 

s2| 3 2 5 3 z | 3 8 3 

oe ae 3 3 2 3 2 2 3 2 

ksh oe wee ba ee a | & 

oo a aa ee | Lak a al rails 

1849 1 1 1 1 90 
1850 i 3 1 185 


This return shows a marked and extraordinary increase, amounting to more 
than double, in the number of cases of felony and misdemeanor tried in 1850 
as compared with 1849. 

On referring to the criminal return for the two years immediately preceding 
the above, I find the following trials for the years— 

1847 i1s48 
For murders. : ; ‘ ne 
Other felonies . : : - 142 109 
Misdemeanour . ’ : F 19 4 


161 114 
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And convictions in— 


1847 1848 
For murder. : ‘ 4 - 1 
Other felonies . } : : 99 88 
Misdemeanour . = : ‘ 18 3 
Th? 92 


Although there is a very large increase apparent in the amount of crime 
committed during 1850 as compared with the other three years above noted, 
I am disposed to attribute that fact rather to the greater vigilance which has 
been exercised in the discovery and bringing to justice of offenders than to any 
actual increase in the commission of crime itself. 

The character of the crimes committed, it must be observed also, is, generally 
speaking, trivial—a very large number of the offences figuring as felonies being 
larcenies of the very pettiest description, and now, by a recent legislative enact- 
ment, summarily cognizable before the presiding police magistrate of Free- 
town. 

It is also a well-known fact, that numbers of our systematic thieves commit 
petty offences in order to be sentenced to imprisonment during the inclement 
season of the year, so as to secure thereby that food and shelter in gaol which 
they could not honestly obtain out of it: and as unfortunately there is no 
description of in-door hard labour in the gaol of Freetown which would deter 
those hardened characters from so readily seeking, by constant commission of 
crime, re-admittance to the prison during the rains, it is no uncommon thing to 
see the same characters recommitted over and over again; the mere imprison- 
ment, or even working in chain-gangs on the road and public works, not being 
looked upon, I am sorry to say, either by themselves, their friends, families, or 
associates, as in any way degrading to them. 

The total number of convictions for the past year is 119, out of a total adult 
population (deducting infants and school children) of 32,208, giving one 
offender to about every 207 of the inhabitants. 

I am not sufficiently versed in criminal statistics to decide whether such a 
ratio would, generally speaking, be considered high or not. But if it should 
be so considered with reference to civilized communities, I scarcely think that 
it should be regarded in the same light with reference to this colony, keeping 
always in view the conflicting materials of which its population is composed, 
and, comparatively speaking, the very recent removal of the majority of the 
inhabitants from a state of barbarism, and from the demoralizing influence of 
the slave trade. And if we bear in mind also the petty character of the 
majority of the offences figuring in the calendars, and the fact that many of 
the convictions are reconvictions of the same offenders, I hardly think that the 
number of criminal cases shown in the Return for 1850 (and it is the heaviest 
criminal return for the last 14 years) is sufficient to stamp the inhabitants of 
the colony as being inordinately prone to the commission of crime. 

That a well-regulated system of secondary punishments would operate 
materially in the suppression of crime no one can for a moment doubt; and 
it is much to be regretted that the introduction of so wholesome a system of 
punishments must be deferred, I am afraid indefinitely, or at all events for 
some time to come, and until the funds of the colony are in such a con- 
dition as to bear the expense of building a house of correction in which the 
necessary means for carrying out an effective system of prison discipline can be 
secured. 

There is one most favourable trait in the character of the mass of the native 
population of this colony generally, and one which I have the very greatest 
possible pleasure in recording—and that is, the almost total absence, in so 
large and so incongruous a mass of beings, of the crime of drunkenness. 

This offence was formerly very prevalent here; but of late years it has, 
comparatively speaking, almost entirely disappeared, and that, too, with in- 
creased opportunitics, as far as the establishment of grog-shops is concerned, of 
indulging in it were the people so disposed. Its disappearance must therefore 
be attributed to the beneficial influence exercised over them by the missionary 
labourers in the colony, and also to the growing good sense and propriety of 
feeling on their own part. 
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Public Buildings, Roads, Bridges, Se. 
The public buildings of the colony are— 


1. The Government House (inside Fort Thornton). 

2. St. George’s Church (the only Government church in the colony). 

3. The buildings comprising contiguously the Secretary’s Office, the 
Council Chamber, Printing Office, Militia Arm Store, Office of 
Clerk of Crown, and Court of Recorder. 

4, ie present Mixed Commission Office, formerly the Government 

ouse. 

5. Engineer’s Office and work-sheds. 

6. The Public Market. 

7. The Public Wharf. 

8. The Fish Market and Slaughter House. 

9. The buildings at present occupied as Police Office, Custom House, 
and Bonding Warehouse. 

10. The Gaol. 

11. The Small-pox Hospital at Wilberforce. 

12. The Government House (unfinished) at that village. 

3. The upper and lower Hospitals, and Lunatic Wards, with the official 
residence of the surgeon in charge of the hospitals at Kissy. 

14. The Government House at Waterloo, occupied as the residence of 
the manager of the second eastern district. 

15. The Government House at Kent, occupied as the residence of the 
assistant manager of that district. 

16. The Government House at the Banana Islands, transferred by Her 
Majesty’s Government to the colony as a sanitary station for con- 
valescent officers of the Government, civil and military. 

17. The newly erected Light-house at Cape Sierra Leone. 

And the various bridges throughout the colony. 


The foregoing buildings are not at present in the state they ought to be, 
owing entirely to the necessity which existed of the colony paying off its debt 
to the military chest of 4,000/., and which has operated to prevent anything 
but bare necessary repairs being done to them. Many of them require exten- 
sive alterations so as to improve and increase the accommodation they possess, 
and others require rebuilding to make them at all useful buildings, and adapted 
to the requirements of the colony. 

This remark is specially applicable to the gaol, which in its present. state 
(and it cannot be altered or increased) is wholly useless as a place of discipline. 
It is, indeed, nothing else than a large lock-up, where the prisoners are con- 
fined, but it is so ill-constructed as to prevent any classification of prisoners, or 
the application of any methodized system of secondary punishments, or effective 
in-door prison discipline. 

The general public market of Freetown requires almost, if not entirely, re- 
building, and so do to a great measure the fish market and slaughter-house. 

The Government House at Wilberforce, kindly transferred to the colony by 
Her Majesty’s Government as a dry season residence of the Governor, was 
found, while undergoing partial repair and alterations, to be so unsafe as to 
render it necessary to pull it down, indeed it partially fell down itself. It was 
one of the first stone buildings erected in the colony, and was found on inspec- 
tion to have been built on the surface of the earth merely, without the slightest 
foundation whatever, the walls being kept steady by the piazzas which sur- 
rounded the whole house; during the necessary repairs these piazzas were 
partially removed, when the old masonry began at once to totter, and eventually 
the greater portion of the original building fell, and the remainder was taken 
down to prevent accidents. Since then the colony has not been in a condition 
to vote funds for the completion of the building. This is very much to be 
regretted, for as a healthy and agreeable dry season residence for the Governor 
the colony does not possess any site more appropriate or convenient. It is 
within easy distance of Freetown, which it completely overlooks, being built 
on the summit of the hills to the westward of Freetown, and is open to the 
invigorating sea breezes which blow during the prevalence of the dry season 
almost continually from the north-west. 
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The existing wooden bridges throughout the colony require being replaced, 
as opportunities offer, by stone ones, the latter being not only safer but far more 
economical in the end; and for the future the practice of building wooden 
bridges (except where the difficulties of any particular sites should render the 
erection of stone ones either impracticable or unnecessarily expensive) should 
be discontinued, as all wood-work exposed to the action of the climate soon 
rots, and wooden bridges consequently become not only unsafe but very expen- 
sive to keep in order. The erection of one or two more bridges, namely, one 
over the mouth of the Cockle Bay Creek, so as to afford continuous land com- 
munication between Freetown and the Cape Sierra Leone, and the splendid 
sand beach to the southward of it, and also perfect the land communication 
through the Western District ; and another over a ravine, a mile out of Free- 
town, to the eastward, so as to enable the direction of the present Kissy Road 
to be altered, would be of incalculable benefit to the inhabitants of the colony 
generally, and would especially add to the convenience and comfort of the 
European portion of the community. 

These and other improvements and additions, necessary and desirable as they 
are, must, however, wait until the colony is in funds to undertake and complete 
them, and then, I trust, no obstacle will exist to their being carried into effect 
without delay. 

In Mr. Pine’s report on the Blue Book for 1847, he has stated that 
‘although the roads in the neighbourhood of Freetown, to the extent of two 
“or three miles, are excellent, there-is a want of good roads in other parts of 
“the colony.” Now if that officer meant by this that the roads wanted re- 
pairing, I will cordially agree with him that such might have been the case; 
but if he wishes it to be understood that the roads of the colony generally, and 
with the exception already referred to, are bad in themselves, then I must 
entirely disagree with him. 

I have not myself been in the West Indies, and therefore I can offer no 
opinion of my own knowledge as to the state of the roads there compared with 
those of this colony, but according to the opinion of many gentlemen, civil, 
military, and mercantile, long resident in, I may say, all the West Indian 
colonies, whom I know, and who have visited this colony either on duty or 
business, I am authorised in affirming that the roads of this colony are equal 
to any roads in the West Indian colonies, and superior to those in very many 
of them. 

I have walked and I have ridden over almost the whole length and breadth 
of this colony, and in my late tour of inspection round it, and which I made on 
horseback, I was accompanied by Mrs. Macdonald who was also on horseback ; 
and considering the mountainous character of the colony, I confess I do not 
well see how the roads could possibly, generally speaking, be better; they are 
certainly not adapted for carriage roads, the face of the country over which 
they pass prevents that; they are, however, with very few exceptions, broad 
enough for carriage roads, and they are admirable bridle roads. They neces- 
sarily require repairing every year—all roads do, as they are more or less cut 
up by the periodical rains; but, on the whole, I must pronounce them excel- 
lent, and I do not think any one will be found to agree with Mr. Pine in con- 
demning them. 

Other ladies, besides Mrs. Macdonald, have made the tour of the colony on 
horseback ; and I have repeatedly taken long rides through the various districts 
of it with parties of naval officers and strangers and the invariable opinion 
expressed by them respecting the roads has been that they had no conception 
they were such excellent ones. 

Before concluding my remarks on this portion of the Blue Book, I think it 
right to notice, and it affords me infinite satisfaction to be able to do so, the 
very great increase in the number of excellent stone and frame houses erected 
by the liberated African population throughout the colony. The improvement 
in this respect has been gradual during the last five or six years, and, I think, 
is in a great measure owing to the measures adopted by the local Government 
in 1846 for the prevention of those fearful fires with which the towns of* this 
colony, and especially Freetown, were formerly visited during the dry season, 
and which, during my time, have on two occasions nearly destroyed the half 
of Freetown. 

These fires resulted as much from the practice formerly very prevalent of 
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allowing huts, with enormous grass roofs like haystacks, to be erected through- 
out the town, as from the acknowledged carelessness of the natives; and as 
these huts possess no chimnies, and the cooking is always carried on in the 
piazza under the same roof as the dwelling, or in kitchens with similar grass 
roofs, the natural consequence was that fires during the dry season were of 
constant occurrence; and as everything was parched up and as dry as tinder, 
they spread with fearful rapidity, destroying in their course stone houses and 
frame houses, as well as grass huts—in fact every building in their way. 

From the date, however, that the use of grass roofs was prohibited, fires 
have, I may say, almost wholly ceased ; a fire being now the exception, instead 
of, as formerly, the rule during the dry season of the year; and as property 
thus became secure, the erection of houses of a good and substantial character 
has rapidly increased and is daily increasing, many of the liberated Africans 
possessing two or three excellent houses, which they let to Europeans at rentals 
averaging from 40/. to 60/. per annum. 

During the last two years the increase in the number of these houses erected 
in Freetown is especially noticeable, evidencing very satisfactorily the well 
doing and prosperity of the liberated Africans, who are the chief parties 
investing their money in them. And I have not the least doubt that in a very 
few years a grass or mud hut will be a thing as rarely to be found in Freetown 
as stone or frame ones were formerly; as those of our liberated African popu- 
lation who have the means (and they are, generally speaking, a thrifty race of 
people) gladly invest their spare capital in the purchase of lands in Freetown 
or its immediate vicinity, for the express purpose of erecting thereon good and 
substantial houses as a future provision for their children. 

The following Return will show the number of houses of all descriptions in 
Freetown and the rural districts of the colony, as noted in the census for the 
past year :— 


Houses and Dwellings. 
District or Parish, 


St. George’s Freetown 


First Eastern District} . 
Second Eastern District . 
Western District . 
Mountain District. . 


Potala) Sins 2,516 | 9,703 


The frame houses are erected on stone foundations or cellars, with the upper 
story made of wood; they are roofed with shingles, and are clean and comfort- 
able places of abode. . 

The stone houses are built entirely of stone, except the piazzas, which are of 
wood, and are principally roofed with slates, and although somewhat small for 
Europeans, are nevertheless, on the whole, excellent dwellings ; and considering 
the materials of which our native community is composed, and that they were 
comparatively speaking only a few years ago redeemed from bondage, and 
brought here perfectly pennyless and in a state of barbarism, I do think the 
appearance of Freetown and the other principal towns in the rural districts of 
the colony, studded as they are, and especially Freetown, with excellent and 
substantial dwellings, the property of these liberated Africans, I do think that 
it is a most gratifying sight, and one which bears the most satisfactory and un- 
deniable testimony to the steady and progressive improvement and well-being 
of those for whose good and benefit this colony was especially established. 


Coins, Weights, and Measures. 
All British coins are in circulation in this colony, as are also the following 
foreign ones at the value placed opposite to each :— 


The doubloon at 2 i - eae 0 
The dollar at. 5 : x O14 2 
The five franc piece at. - 0 3 10% 


None of the smaller coins, aliquot parts of the above, form any portion of the 
legalized circulation of the colony. 
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At present the old Winchester measures of Great Britain are in use in the 
colony ; the merchants, however, import spirits and other liquids, and sell 
them wholesale by the imperial measure, but retail them according to the old 
or Winchester measure. 

The new Police Ordinance, now before the Legislative Council, provides, 
however, that the imperial weights, scales, and measures shall in future be the 
standard weights, scales, and measures of the colony. 


Concluding Remarks. 


In closing my Report on this colony for the past two years, I am conscious 
that although I have endeavoured to supply as much statistical and useful 
information as I possibly could on the state of the colony generally, my task 
has not been performed so satisfactorily as might have been expected, or as I 
myself could desire, many circumstances, however, over which I had no con- 
trol have operated to prevent my devoting that time and attention necessary 
for the correct compilation of a document of this nature, and I must only hope 
therefore that whatever defects may be discoverable in it, and I am conscious 
of their existence, will be leniently dealt with. 


NORMAN MACDONALD, Governor. 
Government House, Sierra Leone, 
August 18, 1851. 


GOLD COAST. 


(No. 30.) No. 27. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor BANNERMAN to Earl Grey. 
My Lorp, Cape Coast Castle, April 7, 1851. 


(Received June 5, 1851.) 

In forwarding the Blue Book for the past year, it would be out of place 
for me, who so lately assumed office, to make any detailed comment upon it. 
The necessity for my doing so also appears less from a reference which I have 
made to the Report by Mr. Fitzpatrick, who seems to have entered into the 
subject at length. Few changes have taken place in the general routine of 
affairs upon the Coast since that Report. 

2. My long acquaintance with the people and country may, however, add 
some importance to the opinions which I find it necessary to express. 


Population. 


3. Upon the subject of population, where no census has been taken, and 
especially throughout such an extensive country, it would be impossible to state 
anything with certainty regarding actual numbers. My own opinion is that there 
has been exaggeration upon this point, as the country is far from being thickly 
populated ; although, taking into account the immense space over which our 
jurisdiction extends, even without exaggeration the number must be great. It 
is not, however, as in a country fully cultivated, where a dwelling meets one at 
every step. There are long forest tracts to be passed in every direction, where 
no human habitation is to be seen, and isolated houses are no where to be met 
with. In fact, to a keen observer it is evident that wilderness prevails over 
cultivation to an extent that makes the latter appear only the exception to a 
general fact. Neither, in my opinion, has the population increased to the 
extent within the last quarter of a century which one had a right to expect. 
There has been neither war, nor pestilence, nor famine. A sufficient abundance 
has been open to all. The people are powerful, muscular, and full of all the 
energies of health and strength; and, notwithstanding all these favourable 
circumstances, the fact is undoubted, that the increase in the population is not 
at all in proportion to what it would be in Europe. I believe polygamy to be 
one principal cause of this, and the want of medical skill another ; the former, 
with the habits which must always attend such a state of society, make fewer 
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births an invariable consequence; but when it is known how many children die 
in infancy, the conviction is evident that unskilfulness in the treatment of the 
young is the chief cause. It is difficult, I admit, to convince such people that 
their own system is not the best; but I believe the minister who educates a 
sufficient number of the natives of Africa to the medical profession, will, by the 
result, prove himself to be the best benefactor of the country. It is also 
deserving the consideration of the philanthropist to consider how far such cons 
stant and easy access to spirits may not operate to the prejudice of life. Since 
the last Report to your Lordship, the territory formerly under the Danish flag 
has been added to our rule. This has nearly doubled the amount of popula- 
tion claiming English protection. Many of the tribes even before regarded 
the English Government as their best protection; but by the cession of these 
countries their hearty allegiance has in many instances been fully secured. 


Agriculture. 


4, During the past year the natives have seen the inefficiency of the gold of 
the country to supply them with the luxuries which have been gradually 
becoming the necéssaries of life. ‘Their attention has therefore been more par- 
ticularly directed to produce. Some of the residents, as well as gentlemen in 
England, have given a movement in this direction from an attempt to raise 
cotton for exportation. It would be premature to say confidently how far it 
may succeed, and there is no doubt about its good effect. (I myself am sanguine 
as to the result.) This is sufficiently shown from the number of cases of dis- 
puted right to land, which was formerly little regarded, and which are now 
daily before Court. 


Exports and Imports. 


5. The last year may rather be considered one of depression in reference to 
trade, but more on account of over trading and excess of competition than any 
falling away of the resources of the country, which are steadily increasing. 


Education. 


6. The case of education may also be pronounced as making steady advances. 
The means at the disposal of the Government are extremely limited. The 
Wesleyan Missionary Society, however, devote annually 5,000/. for the instruc- 
tion of the people; and from the Government schools and Wesleyan schools 
from 80 to 100 young people are yearly thrown into society, imbued at least 
with the principles of a Christian education. A leaven to this extent is telling, 
and will continue to have its effect upon the general body of the people. While 
I write a cause is about to come before me of persecution against some of the 
Christian natives. They acted ignorantly, and insulted the religious sentiments 
of the bulk of the population, who retaliated, but not to the injury of life. 
They are coming in a band of thousands to have their case heard. I mention 
this fact as an instance of their great docility, since even upon a point which 
generally excites the most inveteracy they all bow to the authority of the 
Government, and have confidence in the justice of its decision. 


Climate. 


7. The country has been very healthy in as far as European life is concerned 
during the past year. Whether this is to be attributed to a milder season or 
to anew system adopted by the medical men of employing quinine in large 
doses, it would be difficult to say; but there has been scarcely one fatal case, 
with the exception of Sir William Winniett. 


Administration of Justice. 


8. There is no change in the system from last Report; and the confidence 
of the natives would seem to increase, if the number of cases brought into 
Court may be ‘taken as a safe criterion. The necessity for more paid magis- 
trates is becoming every day apparent, and is highly deserving the attention of 
the Government. In Cape Coast alone during the past month more than 120 
cases were brought before a single magistrate; many of them of the greatest 
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importance involving the liberty of people as well as considerable sums of 
money. Double the number of magistrates are required to sit daily at dif- 
ferent stations along the coast. The want of them sends suitors back to the 
native tribunals, which always bear harder upon them. 


Revenue. 


9. There was an attempt made during the past year to levy duties, but the 
Dutch Government having declined to co-operate with us, they could not be 
carried into force. In consequence of this failure, nothing of change requires 
to be adverted to. 

10. I cannot close this Report without informing your Lordship, that the 
possession of power over the countries formerly subject to Denmark, especially 
along the sea-bord, has had a wonderful effect upon the slave trade. One 
dealer who made promises to Sir William Winniett on his visit to the New 
Settlements, and who evidently did so to gain time, found it necessary to shift 
his residence out of the reach of British rule, where he still continues his 
nefarious traffic. This too is done within sight of Quittah, at Little Elmina. 
Seeing the effect of our authority upon ground considered under our protection, 
I would recommend it for the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government 
whether an effort should not be made to extend the same beneficial influence 
in the same manner along a farther line of coast. This can easily be done by 
a cession of power and authority from the natives, which could be obtained for 
the protection which the Government is supposed to afford. 


I have, &c. 


The Right Hon. Earl Grey, J. BANNERMAN, 
&e. &e. &e. Lieutenant-Governor. 


GAMBIA. 


(No. 84.) No. 28. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor MacDonneE tu to Earl Grey. 


Government House, Bathurst, May 1, 1851. 
, (Received June 9, 1851.) 
My Lorp, 

1. In transmitting herewith the Blue Book for the year 1850, I do not 
find that there is the same necessity for general and discursive remarks on the 
nature of the commerce, or the political circumstances of these settlements, which 
existed when transmitting the Blue Books for the years 1848-49. 

2. My Reports for those years will, I apprehend, be found to have already 
embraced most subjects of a general interest connected with this Government ; 
and my duty at present is therefore limited to remarks on the immediate occur- 
rences of last year, and the present financial, commercial, and social condition of 
these settlements. This duty is this year more than ordinarily gratifying, as 
everything appears to denote a progressively increasing prosperity. 


Revenue. 


3. The fixed revenue during 1850 rose to 7,0571. Os. 2d., whilst that of 1849 
only reached 5,391/. 14s. 5d.; leaving a difference in favour of 1850, amounting 
to the large sum of 1,665/. 5s. 9d. In the Customs receipts the increase appears 
to have been no less than 1,517/. 15s. 6d., and that increase may be regarded as 
a tolerably accurate test of the commercial progress of the settlements. 

4. J am therefore much gratified at finding my anticipations of last year 
realized. I then stated my belief that in spite of a temporary depression, the 
commerce of these settlements was destined to extend itself safely and widely ; 
and I have every reason to believe that when it shall be my duty to report the 
progress of the current year, the revenue will be found to have increased consider- 
ably over that of last year. 
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Expenditure. 


5. The expenditure of this Government may be said to have been limited during 
last year to objects strictly necessary, such as the payment of salaries and the 
general maintenance of the fixed establishments of the colony. Whatever surplus 
remained was, in a great measure, absorbed by remittances to the Agent-General 
in payment of the debt due by the colony. 

6. This accounts for the large item of 1,779/. entered in the statement of 
expenditure under the head of ‘“ Miscellaneous Services ;” and the same item 
explains why this Government was unable to engage in any of the various public 
works which might so usefully be undertaken if funds existed for the purpose. 

7. It is, nevertheless, very gratifying to reflect that in three years and a half 
this Government has been enabled, without borrowing one sixpence, to pay off 
liabilities amounting to more than 2,500/.; and notwithstanding that the year 
1848 was one of great commercial depression, and the expenditure of a large sum 
was then required -for the necessary repairs of Government House, and other 
objects in addition to payment of the above debt, I am now enabled to report that 
a sum exceeding 1,500/. over and above all existing liabilities of this Government 
belongs to the colony, and is either in the colonial chest or temporarily deposited 
for safety with the Commissariat. 

8. As we are without a church, without a market, and almost without a gaol, 
that sum will no doubt not go far towards building or completing any or all of 
those and other works most pressingly required; but: ueverthéless the possession 
of such a sum at this moment is a satisfactory proof that, notwithstanding the light 
duties of which the revenue of this Government, is composed, and notwithstanding 
a recent period of great depression, there exists a sufficiently elastic power in the 
resources of the colony to bear it up and carry it unaided with success through a 
critical and trying period. 

9. I am still of the opinion which I last year expressed, that a commodious 
market is the most urgent want of the colony at present, whilst it is also a public 
work likely to yield an increase to the revenue. It is therefore my intention soon 
to recommend the construction of a market to the Council from the funds now at 
their disposal; but the adoption of that or any other public expenditure not 
already fixed, must depend entirely on the opinion and wishes of the majority of 
the Council,—a body which seems uniformly animated by an earnest desire to 
promote every useful public work consistent with a prudent economy. 


Imports and Exports. 


10. The amount of exports from these settlements is in general the best index 
of their commercial prosperity; and that amount in 1850 reached in value 
142,366/., being an increase of 34,564/. over the exports of 1849, though it did 
not reach the amount attained in 1847, which was no less than 178,112/. 

11. Nevertheless the increase of the export trade is advancing steadily, and will 
probably during the present year attain an extent hitherto unprecedented, As 
usual the principal article exported has been ground nuts, which in 1850 were 
exported to the amount of 72,237/.; by far the greater portion being sent to 
foreign countries in foreign vessels. 

12. The generally foreign character of the principal trade has been fully illus- 
trated by me in a table showing the British and Foreign Tonnage employed from 
the years 1840 to 1848 inclusive. Contmuing that table to the past year, we 
find the following number of ships and tonnage cleared outwards :— 


Foreign States. 


Great Britain and her Colonies. 


Years. 


No. of Vessels. Tonnage. No. of Vessels. 


No. of Vessels. Tonnage. 


Tonnage. 


220 
211 


14,700 198 
16,708 194 


18,385 
19,090 


3,685 22 
2,382 17 


13. It appears, therefore, that the trade furnishes yearly less employment to 
British ships and seamen; and the current year will certainly not be an exception 
tv the rule, as the amount of foreign tonnage employed will probably be found to 
exceed that ever previously engaged in the trade of this river. 
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14, If, however, the commerce of the river does not give employment to many 
British vessels, it is unquestionable that it confers inestimable benefits on the 
natives. The demand for ground-nuts has led to the cultivation of large tracts of 
land; and if the trade were to extend every ten years as rapidly as it has done 
since its commencement, viz., from 47 tons exported in 1837, to 8,636 tons 
exported in 1847, whole tracts of country at present covered with jungle or 
traversed by rude and savage tribes would then be cultivated and reclaimed, whilst 
all the blessings which spring from agriculture, and bring with them peace, 
plenty, industry, civilization, and improvement would necessarily follow. 

15. The duty of a Government such as that established here, is limited to pre- 
serving the order and harmony of the various component parts of society, and 
ensuring to all a vigorous protection when reqnired; but the merchant anil the 
traders whom he employs are the true pioneers of civilization in this part of the 
world. Seeking in general no interest but his own, he or his agents penetrate to 
the remotest districts and the least frequented creeks and rivers in search of 
articles, to procure which the ground must be tilled, a certain method observed, 
and a considerable amount of industry exerted by the natives. Thus the most 
self-interested speculations are doing, and have in the last ten years done more to 
civilize this part of Africa, to pave the way for the missionary, and by raising the 
standard of their wants to raise the condition of native Africans, than has in my 
opinion been ever before effected on this coast in the same space of time and with 
the same limited means. 

16. This Government never willingly interferes with the natives, save to 
enforce some obviously just principle of international convenience and law,—to act 
as a mediator between contending parties, or to promote the general peace by 
punishing Some aggressive outrage. Intricate questions occasionally arise, but 
they are becoming less frequent, and the influence of the British name and repu- 
tation is rapidly and sensibly extending, whilst an unusual degree of prosperity 
and plenty seems at present providentially within the reach of all. 

17. Your Lordship will perceive, from the foregoing observations, that I con- 
sider the present commerce of the Gambia, from the nature of the articles whose 
production it causes, te be calculated to confer vast blessings on the natives. I 
may even add that as a well-wisher to the latter, I would see with regret another 
though a more valuable trade substituted for that which is at present carried on; 
and which, if circumstances allow of its extension, seems destined to be a mighty 
means, under Providence, of civilizing even the far interior of this continent. 


Legislation. 


18. Under this head three very important Ordinances were passed, by one of 


which improved arrangements are adopted to prevent vessels with ballast on board 
from throwing it as heretofore into the river, and thereby injuring the Channel. 
It will in future be purchased by the colony at a low rate when landed by the 
masters of vessels, and will be used for raising the level of the island and repairing 
the roads. 

19. The Ordinance for facilitating the collection of quit-rents was much 
required. Formerly the duty of collecting the small sums due as quit-rents 
devolved on the local Government, and the consequence was not merely great 
inconvenience, but a loss of nearly 40 per cent. on the sums due. 

20. The most important Ordinance of all is undoubtedly that which repeals the 
former “ Rating Ordinance,” as it was called, and substitutes another with 
improved enactments for the same purpose as the former, namely, the drainage of 
the town and other local improvements. To this rate every individual owning 
or occupying a house lot or hut, is called on to contribute in the proportion of 
4 per cent. on the supposed annual value of his property rated. 

21. The valuation of property is made by a paid officer appointed by the 
Governor. Every year the lists of those rated at that valuation is suspended in 
public, and a full bench of magistrates afterwards alters or amends those lists as 
seems best to them. The collector of rates is given all necessary authority for 
making the collection, and the proceeds of the rate are placed by the Ordinance 
entirely at the disposal of the ratepayers in public meetings, provided they lay 
them out on improvements of a certain nature. They are also empowered to 
appoint Commissioners to act in their behalf, whose accounts and proceedings are 
to be open to their examination, and must be submitted for their approval. 
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22. Every ratepayer contributing 16s. per annum to the fund is entitled toa 
vote; and if absent from the colony, or if a female, may vote by proxy. The 
entire drainage of the town is thus thrown on the inhabitants, and a fund of at 
least 300/. per annum is secured for that purpose; whilst, above all, a greater 
degree of public interest is awakened on a subject of great importance to the 
community than could have been otherwise excited. 

23. It will rest with the Council to vote any sum at their disposal in aid of the 
objects of the above Ordinance, towards which already the colony contributes 801. 
per annum ; one moiety of that sum as a salary to the collector of rates, and the 
remainder as a subscription towards the general objects of the Ordinance. 

24. The necessity for some such law appears to have been at last very generally 
admitted ; and the complete powers given to the ratepayers to dispose of the 
money which they contribute, has rendered the Ordinance more popular than it 
could otherwise have been. 

25. I shall be much disappointed if, in the next six years, a very great change 
for the better shall not have been effected in the drainage and the appearance of 
the streets, as also in the health of the town. I believe that in no manner are 
the interests of a community so safely or so rapidly advanced as by entrusting that 
community with the management of its own concerns, where circumstances 
render such a course practicable ; and the Ordinance in question accomplishes 
that most completely, whilst at the same time it removes from the Executive a 
number of petty responsibilities, in the discharge of which the best-intentioned 
and most zealous Governor must often have failed to give satisfaction. 


General Topics. 


26. I have, on a former occasion, so fully entered into the subject of the 
“ Climate,” ‘‘ Education,” “Colonial Steamer,” and other topics, that I do not 
think much advantage would accrue by my now entering into further details 
under those heads. I have, especially of late, written so fully in reference to 
education, and the present state of the schools in these settlements, that the subject 
seems nearly exhausted for the present. The efforts of the Rev. Mr. Badger 
have during the past year been most zealous; and though there is still great room 
for improvement, I nevertheless believe that a greater amount of knowledge is at 
present afforded to a greater number of persons than was ever previously the case. 
Nearly 600 pupils are now attending more or less regularly the Wesleyan schools 
at Bathurst, in Barra, and at MacCarthy’s Island, but the number of teachers is 
very insufficient. 

27. Amongst the remarkable events of last year, must not be forgotten the final 
arrangement effected by me with the king and chiefs of Combo, relative to the 
cession of a small tract of country in the vicinity of Cape St. Mary, and about 
eight miles distant from Bathurst. The colonial engineer, Mr. Bage, has been 
lately occupied in surveying the land in question, erecting durable pillars in 
masonry as landmarks, and making a map of the whole, which, when completed, 
shall be forwarded to your Lordship. 

28. Meantime I have to report that the natives seem perfectly to understand 
the treaty I have made, and to be satisfied that they have been honestly dealt 
with, No bad feeling seems to exist in consequence of their armed force having 
been for several days confronted with H. M. troops at the close of last year. On 
the contrary, they appear to consider that all “ palavers” are now settled, and that 
this Government is too strong to be successfully assailed even if they desired to 
attempt it ; and they very generally admit that their trade and personal comforts 
are too dependent on this Government to render any rupture with it advisable. 

29. I perhaps ought not to conclude this Report without adverting to one 
subject on which I have already offered some remarks in my Report on the Blue 
Book of 1848, viz., the slight knowledge as yet acquired of the source of the 
Gambia, and the countries through which it flows in the earlier part of its course. 
The question of its connexion with the Senegal is still unsolved, and whatever 
has been done recently to throw any light on the question, has been the very little 
effected only by myself. ; 

30. I cannot but think that the time has arrived for sending as far as possible 
a small expedition in boats, to ascertain what rivers do flow into the Gambia from 
the north, and whether there be any water communication between the Gambia 
and the Senegal. I do not foresee any great impediments to such an expedition. 
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I myself early in this year, and at the conclusion of a tour of inspection on the 
river, penetrated along with the Colonial Engineer (Mr. Bage), Staff-Surgeon 
Kehoe, and Lieutenant Mostyn (3rd W. I. R.), to a distance of not less than 160 
miles above the Rock of Barraconda, which spot has generally been considered to 
be 450 miles above Bathurst. We proceeded in open boats, accompanied by a 
canoe. 

31. We passed a long way beyond the Nyarico, a river which flows into the 
Gambia from the northward, and is mentioned by me in a former Report. Near 
it I was waited on by the inhabitants of a town called Jallacoota, who expressed 
a strong desire that some of our traders would penetrate to their country, as they 
had more corn and ground-nuts than they could use, but had no means of bartering 
them for goods which they wanted. 

32. We did not, however, find near the banks of the river any, or at least but 
few signs of cultivation or inhabitants. Nevertheless, apart from the possibility of 
extending our commerce, the mere geographical question of the direction and 
extent of the course of the Gambia is one replete with interest, and which I hope 
may ere long be set at rest. 

33. It does not appear that much expense or danger would attend such an 
expedition if undertaken at the proper season, viz., the end of December or begin- 
ning of January. I and my party bivouacked 15 nights in the woods after leaving 
the “Dover,” and returned in perfect health. The abundance of game to be 
found in the country would ensure provisions, the carriage of which is in all such 
undertakings a great difficulty. In proof of the abundance of game, I may 
mention that I and my party shot several elephants and numbers of deer, river- 
horses, and guinea-fowl, though we did not seek particularly for game, or leave 
the banks of the river for that purpose. 

34, Altogether I cannot but consider it as very extraordinary that this colony 
should have existed so long, and so littleas yet be known of the course of the 
Gambia. When I arrived here first the most vague and strange reports on the 
subject obtained credence ; but I think that having made three expeditions beyond 
Barraconda, and returned without incurring any considerable danger or incon- 
venience, I have been the means of dispelling such fanciful theories, and awakening 
in their place a more rational curiosity. As Mr. Bage made accurate observations 
during the trip I have mentioned, some valuable additions will be made to our 
geographical knowledge when he shall have leisure to complete his map. 


I have, &c., 
(Signed) RICHARD GRAVES MACDONNELL, 


The Right Hon. Earl Grey, Governor. 
Ke. &e. &e. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 


(No. 18.) No. 29. 
Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir C. A. FitzRoy to Earl Grey. 


Government House, Sydney, January 30, 1851. 
(Received May 22, 1851.) 
My Lorp, 


I nave the honour to transmit herewith for your Lordship’s information, 


Ist, An abstract of the revenue of the colony of New South Wales 
(exclusively of the district of Port Phillip), in the years ended 
31st December, 1849 and 1850 respectively, showing the increase 
or decrease under each head thereof. 

2nd, A similar abstract for the district of Port Phillip. 


2. It will be seen on reference to these abstracts that the total amount of 
revenue received in both districts in the year 1850 wasas follows :— 


Territorial 
Revenue. 


“General 
Revenue, 


& & die % ad) s. d 
Sydney District ah cole er GE ee, AAS SOLS 4 11} 68,678 9 4/317,291 14 3 
Port Phillip Wiehe sows. «) Wout ceomel [2k ss oan 186,852 7 [261,321 9 3 


Tool: . . « « « « « « (873,083 6 7/205,530 16 11/578,618 3 6 
Deducting the corresponding Revenue for 1849 . {337,045 12 2/160,596 3 2/497,641 15 4 


There appears an increase for 1850 of . . .£] 36,036 14 5] 44,934 13 9) 80,971 S 2 


It is proper that I should here explain that the amount of the territorial 
revenue, as shown above, is exclusive of the sum of 57,9172 6s. 3d. raised in the 
colony in 1850 by the sale of land and immigration debentures on the security 
of the territorial revenue of the Sydney district. 

3. The total amount of the general revenue of the Sydney district, as shown 
above, is 248,613/. 4s. 1ld. The gross increase on the amount collected in 
1849 is 26,9871. 1s. 6d. The decrease is 10,700/. 13s. lld. The net increase 
therefore is 16,286/. 7s. 7d. In nearly every item of importance the increase 
it will be perceived is considerable. On the duty on imported spirits it 
amounts to 11,3302 3s. 6d. On tobacco to 2,347/. 3s. 7d.; and on the ad 
valorem duty on foreign goods to 1,058/. 14s. 6d. On the sale of lands, of 
which the proceeds are carried to the credit of the general revenue, the increase 
amounts to upwards of 4,600/. These lands consist of a portion of the inner 
domain which has been laid into streets and allotments for sale, and of which 
the proceeds, under the authority of Her Majesty’s Government, are allowed 
to go in reimbursements of the funds advanced by the colony for the erection 
of the new Government House, and also of the old Barrack Square in George 
Street, Sydney, the proceeds of which are paid to the Colonial Treasury under 
a similar authority, in reimbursement of the sum of 60,000/. advanced by the 
colony for the erection of the new Military Barracks. The chief items 
showing any considerable decrease on the duty on home distilled spirits 
amounting to 1,507/. 5s. 6d., which, however, is more than compensated for by 
the increase in the amount received for duty on imported spirits. The rents, 
exclusive of land, amounting to 3,613/. 16s. 8d. This has arisen from the tolls 
on the roads in the county of Cumberland, having been transferred to trustees 
under whose management they are now placed. This of course is not a real 
but only an apparent decrease. Postage, amounting to 1,816/. 4s. 1d. This 
has been caused by the introduction of: the new system at the uniform rate of 
2d. for each half ounce. This is not a greater diminution in the postal revenue 
than had been anticipated ; and when the great convenience and advantages of 
the new system become better known by the public, there is every reason to 
hope that this branch of the revenue will again equal its former productive- 
ness. In the other items in which a decrease appears they are for the most 
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part of a contingent nature, varying from time to time from accidental causes, 
and require therefore no explanation here. 

4. The total amount of the territorial revenue of the Sydney district, as 
shown above, is 68,678/. 9s. 4d. The gross increase on the amount collected 
in 1849 is 11,190/. 1ls. 2d., the decrease 1,027]. 19s. ld. The net increase 
therefore is 10,163/. 12s. 1d. In almost every item it will be observed, that a 
steady and considerable increase is shown. ‘The collections by the agent for 
the clergy and school estates, it will be perceived, are included under the head 
of Crown Revenue, the amount of which is now appropriated under the in- 
structions of your Lordship to the promotion of religion and education. In 
the proceeds of the sale of land and town allotments, including land and immi- 
gration deposits, the increase amounts to 6,826/. 14s. 2d. In quit-rents and 
redemption of quit-rents to 2,199/. 17s. 10d. In licenses and leases to occupy 
Crown lands to 1,916/. 14s. 2d. The other items are not of sufficient im- 
portance to require particular notice. 

5. The total amount of the general revenue of the Port Phillip district, as 
shown above, is 124,469/. 1s. 8d. The gross increase on the amount collected 
in 1849 is 20,4497. 11s. 8d., the:decrease 6991. 4s. 10d.; the net increase there- 
fore is 19,750/. 6s. 10d. In all the principal items the increase is highly ‘satis- 
factory. Inthe duties on imported spirits it amounts to 5,861/. 19s. 8d. On 
tobacco to 3,453/. 1ls. 2d. In the ad valorem duties on foreign goods to 
3,445/. 14s, 10d. In the port and harbour dues to 436/. 6s. 3d. In rents, 
exclusive of land, to 220/. 11s. 8d. In the assessment on stock beyond the 
settled districts to 958/. 5s. 7d. In the auction duty to 548/. 15s. 3d. In the 
fees of the Supreme Court to 547/. 8s. In the fees to Commissioners of 
disputed boundaries to 3,929/. 12s. This latter, however, is a contingent item 
which will not occur in future years. The other items of increase are of too 
insignificant a character to require notice. The only item which shows any 
considerable deerease is that of postage where it amounts to 322/. 10s. 4d. 
This has arisen from the same cause which has led to a decrease in this branch 
of the revenue in the Sydney district, as explained in a previous part of this 
Despatch. 

6. The total amount of the territorial revenue of the Port Phillip district, 
as shown above, is 136,852/. 7s. 7d. The gross increase on the amount col- 
lected in 1849 is 42,2211. 18s. 7d. the decrease 7,449/. 16s. 1ld. The net 
increase therefore is 34,772. 1s. 8d.; but it should be here explained that nearly 
the whole of the above decrease arises from the licenses ta, depasture stock 
beyond the settled districts having been paid for only, until the 31st December 
1850, instead of for an entire year, as had been the case in previous years. 
Nothing can be more satisfactory than the very large increase exhibited in the 
principal item of this revenue, namely, in the proceeds of the sale of land and 
town allotments, and in land and immigration deposits where it amounts to 
41,9871. 18s. 7d. The only items of decrease, except that noticed above, is in 
the miscellaneous receipts, where it amounts to 226/. 14s. 2d., and rent of 
premises to 761. 2s. 8c. 

7. I have troubled your Lordship with these observations, coceiving that it 
will be gratifying to your Lordship to learn the prosperous and advancing 
condition of these important dependencies of the Crown, as indicated by the 
increasing productiveness of the revenue collected therein. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) CHAS. A. FITZROY. 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, 
&e. &e. &e. 


NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 


225 


226 


NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 


Encl. 1 in No. 29. 


206 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


Enclosure 1 in No. 29. 


Asstract of the Revenue of the Colony of New Sourn Wats, exclusively of the District 
of Port Phillip, in the Years ended 31st December, 1849 and 1850 respectively, showing 
the Increase or Decrease under each Head thereof. 


Year ended Year ended 
HEAD OF REVENUE. 31st December,| 31st December,| Decrease. . Increase. 
1849. 1850, i 
General. RevenvE AND Receirts, fe gtech Do kee Wi 2. Gnd. igmeny: Sp 
Customs :— P ; 
Duties on Spirits Im- (1849, Year, 330,399 galls. 
meu ” {1850° do.” $87°190 “do. i 73,183 17 0| 84,514 0 6 ies ee M880, 8 
Duties on Tobacco Imported a Ee 38,124 0 2) 40,471 3 9 aed 12,347 «3 7 
b Ad valorem putes 4 rhe alee Im orted - | 16,775 2 0O| 17,833 16 6 apagt 1,058 14 6 
uty on Spirits Distille 1849, Year, 24,899 galls. 9 gr 
° in the Colony . ’ {1850; do. 16, 286 oo i so di PS ok aa | pyar 
Port and HarbourDues . . . + . «© «© « «| 5,189 14 9] 5,542 15 10 en | S05) 3: 
Land Sules. . . eo 8 xpisits 0 ye) 2,073) 600 ahead 0 ee 4,659 14 0 
Rents, exclusive of Land. . . =i -aifUl7, 0% Zeek ls 4 GS Ging) | DeGLSaLGeG ln) Gr le 
Assessment on Stock beyond the Settled Districts . 15,441 10 0 | 16,715 18 6 oe | 1,274 8 6 
Auction Duty=.0 653 @ so @ % e Se fo] | 2,728 18 8) 3358S 9 2 Oh te 854 10 5 
Licenses :— 
To Auctioneers . . oes 455 10 4 533 11 1 in 78 0 9 
To Retail Fermented amd Spirituous Liquors - . | 25,532 2 9 | 27,163 12 0 4s | 1,631 9 3 
Night Licenses to Publicans and for Billiard Tables) 2,510 0 0/ 1,660 0 0 850 0 0 es 
All other Licenses . 2 6 © © © © © « 258 0 0 205 19 2 52 0 10 as 
Postage . . eh ee. le as op top eres} 1054022)9 104) 13, 646)..6— 9 |b, 816 v4 - wre 
Fines and Forfeitures :— 
Sheriff. . . . 466 2 0 686 9 7 Gakc 220° 7 7 
Collected in the several Courts of Petty Sessions . . 1,073 14 9} 1,138 1 9 we 64 7 0 
For the Unauthorised Occupation of Crown Lands 410 0 0 477 10 3 . 67 10 3 
Crown's share of Seizures by the Department of 
Customs, and Inspectors of Distilleries . . . 316 9 5 1615 7 299 13 10 os Te 
Sale of Confiscated and Unclaimed Property .  . 606 12 9 230 15 8 375 17 1 . 
Fees of Office :— 
Of Civil Offices . . oes [inks O06eES: (S| 31 480. 6 126 14 3 ene 
Of the several Offices of the Supreme Court; : 3,609 0 5] 2,858 4 5 750 16 0 haa 
Of the Court of Requests « - «. . « + «| 1,614.18 6] 1,242 6 0 372 12 6 ls 
Of the several Courts of Petty Sessions . . .| 2,099 4 9] 1,929.9 0 169 15 9 ae 
Of Commissioners of Disputed Boundaries . . 659 10 4] 3,442 2 1 ec 2,582 11 9 
Sale of Government Property . . 981 8 9 465 17 9 515 11 0 ee 
Reimbursements in aid of Expenses incurred ‘by ‘Govern- 
mente) Glog tis ‘sl iea ee, ee em) 2eSda EO 20694 Tae 250 6 5 es 
Miscellaneous Receipts . + + + + + « « = 868 18 1] 1,333 17 5 af % 46419 4 


£ |232,326 17 4 [248 613 4 11 {10,700 13 11 |26,987 1 6 


Crown Revenve. 


Proceeds of the sale of Land and Town See = ai . | 13,040 6 3] 21,654 7 11 } 6.826 14 2 

Land and Immigration Deposits . . oe S5137% 2G 350 0 0 me : 

Quit Rents and Redemption of Quit Rents. . . ./| 4,029 8 5] 6,229 6 3 eel 2,199 17 10 

Licences and Leases to Occupy Crown Lands . . . | 32,836 9 5 | 34,753 3 7 rok 1,916 14 2 

Licences to Cut Timber on Crown Lands . . . « 298 0 0 473 0 0 fen 175 0 0 

Rents of Government Quarries and Premises en 123 16 0 196 1 0 ee 425) O 
tee 387 3 0 190 7 7 19615 5 er 


Miscellaneous Receipts . ». + + «© «© @ 


£| 52,852 10 7 | 63,846 6 4 196 15 5 |11,190 11 2 


Collected by the Agent for the Clergy andSchool Estates| 5,663 6 8| 4,832 3 0 831 3 8 ours 


— —— 


£| 58,515 17 3 | 68,678 9 4/ 1,027 19 1 |11,190 11 2 


ae £\290,842 14 7 [317,291 14 3 {11,728 13 0 |38,17712 8 
ee a ee Se 
Deduct Decrease . . . . ~ £/11,72813 0 


: Increase onthe Year . . - ~. £/26,448 19 8 
aD 
Audit Office, Sydney, New South Wales, Ws. Lirseow, 
January 17, 1851. Auditor-General. 
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Asstract of the Revenue of the District of Port Puritrp, in the Colony of New Sourn 
Wats, in the Years ended 31st December 1849 and 1850 respectively; showing the 
Increase or Decrease under each head thereof. 


Year ended Year ended 


HEAD OF REVENUE. 31st December, |31st December,| Decrease. Increase. 
1849. - 1850. 
Genera Revenue anp ReEcErts. ey eg: d CS: gies 
Customs :— 
Duties on Spirits Im-; 1849, Year, 153,267 galls. 
ported... 41850, do.’ 1742623 do, f| 354166 0 4 00 S508 thc? 
Duties on Tobacco Imported « . . « « «| 21,240 14 7 24,694 5 9 * « 3,453 11 2 
Ad valorem Duties on Foreign Goods Imported .| 8,817 5.2] 12,263 0 0 oh os 3,445 14 10 
Portand Harbour. Dues: . st -s- a - ee e 2,663 10 4 3,099 16 7 7. Ww 436 6 3 
Rents, exclusive of Land . . Te ie eae ee 1,976 12 4 2,197 4 0 rar 220 11 8 
Assessment on Stock beyond the Settled Districts; . | 11,778 5 11 | 12,736 11 6 ee 958 5 7 
Anon Miss Wa. et Rs oe oe Gee 1,544 9 5 2,093 4 8 te 648 15 3 
Licences :— 
To Auctioneer. 9.0 4" su ety Soe. Sh ss 284 11 8 348 410 ae 63 13 2 
To Retail Fermented and Spirituous Liquors . .| 8,460 16 0 | 8,850 1 4 be 389 5 4 
Night Licences to Publicans and for Billiard Tables! 960 0 U 800 0 0} 160 0 0 ao 
All other Lisenees “s 45> «ts soar ws 6 64 0 0 4411 8 19 8 4 Se 
MOET ale ay te eS MN ee Lo ool VOg951 DEL | 6,629 1 7 4" °822 1064 + 
Fines and Forfeitures :— 
Deputy-Sherif! 2.5. fs. (eR eS 119 0 0 135 15 0 mer 1615 0 
Collected in the several Courts of Petty Sessions . 430 0 8 597 0 6 . 166 19 10 
For the Unauthorized Occupation of Crown Lands 119 0 0 Le 119 0 0 . 
Crown’s share of Seizures by the Department of 
Customs, and Inspectors of Distilleries . . . 3010 7 43 14 0 ou. 13 3 5 
Sale of Confiscated and Unclaimed Property . . 38 2 7 37 15 0 Ow? sh%e 
Fees of Office :— 
OL OivarO Mics. te ss ol ee ot Tanne 309 6 0 445 19 0 es 136 13 0 
Of the several Offices of the Supreme Court . . | 2,457 2 0]! 3,004 10 0 ae oe 547 8 UO 
Of the Court of Requests . . . . « «. 549 3 6 637 18 0 ee 88 14 6 
Of the several Courts of Petty Sessions . . . 609 0 0 762 8 0 S39 153 8 0 
Of Commissioners of Disputed Boundaries . . oe 3,929 12 0 Saks 3,929 12 0 
Sale of Government Property, . 2. . »« « « « 101 4 7 23 6 0 77 18 Cee 
Reimbursements in aid of Expenses incurred by Govern- 
SABIE el GUE Cee sia Mien, 6s erm gt i es we 2413 4 3518 9 ae ) ye 3 
Miscellaneous Receipts . . » . 6 «© « « « 23 13 11 st. 3 6 oe 1 Dez 
£/104,718 14 10 {124,469 1 8] 699 4 10 |20,44911 8 


Crown Revenur. 


Proceeds of the Sale of Land and Town Allotments . | 64,568 13 6 | 29,828 12 1 \ 41,987 18 7 
Land and Immigration Deposits. . . . . « + | 16,835 0 0 | 93,563 0 0 kink as 

Licences and Leases to Occupy Crown Lands . . . | 19,546 4 0 | 12,399 311 |7,147 0 1* <8 
Licences to cut Timber on Crown Lands . . « « 696 0 0 930 0 0 * 234 0 0 
Rents of Government Quarries and Premises . . - 160 0 0 83 17 4 762 8 cane 
Miscellaneous Receipts. . . «2 » «© « « 274 8 5 47 14 3] 226 14 2 cee 


136,852 7 7 |7,449 16 11 |42,221 18 7 


£102,080 5 11 


£/206,799 O 9 |261,321 9 3 8,149 1 9 |62,671 10 3 


Deduct Decrease. . . . £| 8,149 1 9 


Increase onthe Year. se ee 8 6 


* In 1850, the Licenses to Depasture Stock were paid up for half a-year only—to the 31st December—ayreeuably to 
he Government Notice of the Ist July, 1850, instead of for an entire year, as had been the case in previous years, 


Audit Office, Sydney, New South Wales, Ws. Lirtueow, 
14th January, 1851. Auditor-General. 
(No. 117.) No. 30. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir C. A. FirzRoy to Earl Grey. 
My Lorp, Government House, Sydney, July 7, 1851. 


(Received November 14, 1851.) 

I nave the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book of this colony, 
for the year ended on 3lst December, 1850; and in compliance with the 
instructions contained in the Secretary’s of State’s Despatch, No. 101, of 5th 
May, 1842, I proceed to offer such remarks as may be interesting to your 


Lordship. 
Taxes, Duties, Sc. 


2. The total revenue derived from the duties on spirits imported, as well as 
made in the Colony, was in— 


NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 


Encl. 2 in No. 29. 


No. 39. 
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NEW SOUTH ioe soru: 
_— 1850". ghag >a = 198 Aa? Bek 
yeeo- eS in Ie 


Showing an increase of £15,704 10 7 


3. The ad valorem duties produced in the year— 


Ce Gd Ce 
1850 . : 2 29:2 41 Or 
1849 é fA : Bh 754 1T* 2 


Showing an increase of £3,486 17 11 


4. The duties on tobacco produced in the year— 


whe Sh a, 
1850 F : - 64,719 8 O 
feiss. ee 59,537. 1 9 


Showing an increase of £5,182 6 3 


The increase on these three items of revenue, is attributed to the increase of 


population. 
5. The wharfage and harbour duties amounted in 1850 to 8,4751. 3s. 1d. 
Post Office. 
6. The revenue produced by the Post Office, and the expenditure stand 
thus,— 
e Revenue. Expenditure. 
£. ad. £. & /@. 
In 1849 ‘ . 22,392 4 4 22,707 19 3 
In 1850 . : ‘ 20,172 7 3 26,173 6 10 


The decrease in this revenue, amounting to 2,219/. 17s. 1d. is in consequence 
of the Act of Council 13 Victoria, No. 38, reducing the rates of postage to a 
much smaller and uniform rate, and which came into effect on the lst January, 
1850. 

The increase in the expenditure, amounting to 3,465/. 7s. 7d., is occasioned 
by the extension of postal communication beyond the settled districts, the em- 
ployment of a clerk to superintend the printing of postage stamps, and increase 
in the salaries of clerks under the regulations of March, 1848. 

7. The assessment on stock beyond the settled districts under the Act of 
Council, 11 Victoria, No. 18, produced during the year— 


Co s. d. 
1849 ‘ = é O72 1 4-01 
1850 ; ‘ : 29,371 14 5 


8. The fees on licenses to occupy Crown lands, and to cut timber, which are 
part of Crown revenue, produced in— 


5 s. d. 
1849 F ; ; 52,952 17 2 
1850 F F ¢ 45,466 13 1 


The decrease which, however, is only in the Port Phillip district, is caused 
by the licenses to depasture stock, having been paid up for half a year only, to 
the 3lst December, 1850, agreeably to the Government notice dated Ist July, 
1850, instead of for an entire year, as had been the case in previous years. 


Fees of Office. 
9. The revenue derived from fees of office, was in— 


‘Ce & ad, 
1849 aie aes Aiea 
1850 Ju TIS I 
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Revenue and Expenditure. WALES. 


10. The accounts of the colony are made up in accordance with the principle ea 
laid down in the Constitution Act, 5 and 6 Vict. c. 76. 

11. The ordinary revenue, that is to say, the revenue derived from taxes, 
duties, rates, and imposts, was in— 


2S ese, 
TS4Or bere Se tna) BO? 6 
1850 ° : fF 371,394 13 3 


Therefore the revenue of 1850, exceeded that of the previous year by 
34,2041. 5s. 9d. 


Crown Revenue. 
12. The following is a statement of Crown revenue for 1850 :— 


Territorial. 


£.-° “ea 
Land sold. . : ‘ : ‘ 51,647 0 6 
Land and immigration deposits —. : 93,318 0 0 
Ieases and licenses to occupy Crownlands 47,041 3 1 
Licenses to cut timber on Crown lands . 1,425 10 O 
Quit rents and redemption of same : 6,209 7 3 
Rent of Government quarries and premises 246 1 O 
Proceeds of sales, reimbursements, &c.  . 400 11 10 
200,287 13 8 
‘lo which is added,— 

Proceeds of sale of land and immigration 
debentures . : . i ; 3 37,917, 63 
Immigration remittances ; ‘ , 339 0 0 
Church and school estates’ fund —.. . 4,832 3 0 


£263,376 2 11 


13. The charges on the same revenue in 1850, were as follows :— 


: er eS 
Survey, sale, and management : ‘ 45,657 17. 6 
Immigration (including quarantine) . 171,158 1 4 
Pe ne a ae ee ree 1,412 15 10 
Miscellaneous disbursements . ‘ i 4,568 8 0 
Remittances in advance to Colonial Agent 
General . ‘ ; ‘ : 2,003 5 10 
Revenue and receipts returned ; : 325 15 3 
Church and school estates . ; : 5,915 4 3 


£231,041 8 O 


Convict Expenditure (from Military Chest). 
14. The expenditure under this head continues to decrease, it was in— 


+; & de 
1849 s 5 Li43t 2) 7 
. 1850 ¥ : c 10,677 12 10 


The expenses paid from the colonial treasury for the superintendance, 
lodging, and maintenance of convicts during 1850, at the establishments at 
Cockatoo and Newcastle, amounted to 3,927/. 18s. 7d., being at the rate of 
10/. 14s. 8d. each man per annum. The number of convicts in the colony 
according to the Blue Book for 1850, on 31st December of that year, was 
2,364, being a decrease on the previous year of 1,153. 


Local Revenue. 
15. The local revenues of the city of Sydney, amounted in 1850 to 
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13,467. 3s.; those of the city of Melbourne to 8,476l. 7s. 114d.; and those of 
the town of Geelong to 1,880/. 13s. 

16 The district councils are in the same state of abeyance and inaction as 
hitherto. 


Military Expenditure. 


17. The expenses of repairs tu the Victoria Barracks, Sydney, from lst 
October to 3lst December, 1850, amounted to 241. Os. 8d. 

18. The only other expenditure under this head, is that incurred for the 
mounted police, which corps was abolished on the 3lst December, 1850, the 
Legislative Council having refused to vote any amount for its support, as stated 
in my last Report. The expense in 1850 was 2,938/. 18s. 6d. 

19. A nominal return of the Mounted Police in the colony on the 3lst 
December 1850, will be found at page 507. 


Legislation. 
_ 20. The reports on the Acts passed by the Legislative Council in 1850 were 
forwarded to your Lordship in my Despatch No. 209, dated 2nd December 
1850. 
Councils and Assemblies. 


21. No observation under this head appears necessary. 


Civil Establishment. 
22. This head appears to require no report. 


Security for discharge of Duties. 
23. This head appears to require no report. 


Pensions. 


24. The Pension List shows an increase in 1650. The pensions payable in 
the colony were in— 


Ft BAT A 
1849: . : : i 691 3° 9 
18505) : z 1,209 17 3 


Recapitulation of the Establishment. 
25. No observation seems necessary. 


Foreign Consuls. 


26. The only foreign Consuls in the year 1850 were the American and 
French. 


Population. 


27. On the 31st December 1850 the population of New South Wales, 
including the Port Phillip district, was supposed to amount to 265,503, or a 
net increase on the previous year of 19,204, occasioned by immigration and 
natural causes. The general summary of the Census taken on 2nd March 
1846, which was appended to the Blue Books of the four previous years, is 
again included in that for 1850. It is unnecessary at present to report further 
under this head, as I shall shortly be enabled to furnish your Lordship with 
the result of the Census, which was taken on the Ist of March last. 


Ecclesiastical Returns. 


28. The amount secured for Public Worship under Schedule C of the Act 5 
and 6 Vict., c. 76, is distributed under the arrangement sanctioned by the 
Secretary of State’s Despatch, No. 19, of 17th February 1846. 


Education. 
29. Since my last report the schoolmaster for the normal school in Sydney 
has arrived and commenced his duties. 
The establishment of the University in pursuance of the Act of Council, 
No. 31, it is to be hoped, will greatly facilitate the education of the youth of 
the colony. 
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30. The number of schools is stated in Table No. 8* to be 659 : ‘the number oY eee 
of scholars 28,604. 


; : Page 216. 
Exchanges, Monies, Sc. 


31. The coin in the colony was in— 


£. a 
1849 . , ; 663,458 9 11 
1850 ‘ H A 690;852 18 11 
The paper money in circulation was :in— 
£. 8 d. 
TSA OT iS eae nan igs 
1850 “ ‘ ; 266,002 0 0 


The exchange varied from | to 3 per cent. premium for Treasury Bills, and 
from 2 per cent. discount to 3 per cent.-premium for Bank Bills. 
Abstracts of the balance sheets of the New South Wales and Port Phillip 


Savings’ Banks respectively, for the year 1850, will be found at pages 677 and 
679 of the Blue Book. 


Imports and Exports. 
32. The imports, ‘Port Phillip included, were in— 
Le a di: 
1850 . . . 2,078,338 0 0 
1849 of teks 3. PR 480 10046 
Showing an increase of £284,918 0 0 
The exports, Port Phillip included, were in— 
£. Sa. 
1850 yg. . . 2,399,580 0 0 
1849 Fe arg - 1,891,270 0 0 
Showing anincrease of £508,310 0 O 
The export of wool from the whole colony was in—. 
Value. Quantity. 
£. Ibs. 
1850 : : 1,614,241 32,361,829 
1849 ; ; - 1,238,559 27,963,530 
Showing anincreaseof £375,682 4,398,299 
The tallow exported was in— 
Value, Quantity. 
£. cwt. —qrs. 
1850 : int ees 300,721 217,878 1 
1849 : ; : 249,932 154,103 0 
Showing an increase of £50,789 63,775 1 
Agriculture. 


33. The Returns under this head will be found in Tables Nos. 13-17.* They *Tables Nos. 13-17, 
have been compiled as formerly from returns furnished by the Magistrates and P#8*s 218-220. 
Commissioners of Crown lands. 


The average price of wages, merchandize, and produce is inserted in the 
annexed Table. 


The return of live stock slaughtered within the cit 


ty of M distri Table (A), : 
i y and district of Sydney, ee 
and the city of Melbourne, amounts to— 


aa 
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Sheep. Pigs. 


Horned Cattle. 


161,813 8,445 


Sydney . 29,653 
Melbourne 12,589 4,046 822 
Total . 42,242 | 165,829 9,267 


Not including the stock slaughtered for tallow and lard. 


Manufactures, Mines, and Fisheries. 


34. Although unknown in 1850, and therefore unnoticed in the Blue Book 
of that year, the discovery of gold in the colony, of which I have lately apprized 
your Lordship in various Despatches, appears to bear out the remarks made in 
my last Report. 


Grants and Sales of Land. 


35. The land granted for public purposes amounted to 659. 2R. 12}p. 
The amount received from the sale of land was in— 


ip & 00. 
thier ase 93,912 15 7 
1850 ‘ : : 131,310 11 5 


Gaols and Prisons. 


36. The following is the comparative state of crime :— 


Convictions in the Supreme Court. 


1849 1880 
Murders . i F 6 74 
Other Felonies . w- 248 241 
Misdemeanors : : 56 52 


Convictions in Courts of Quarter Sessions. 


1849 1850 
Felonies : , . 289 302 
Misdemeanors : P 69 64 
Criminals Executed. 
isi9 1850 
4 4 
Civil Cases tried in the Supreme Court. 

1849 1850 

160 152 

Of which the number of undefended cases was in— 

1849 1850 

21 27 

Miscellaneous. 


* Tables Nos. 1-63, 37, The returns* given at the end of the Blue Book were printed for the 
ak dei ia Legislative Council, and may be found interesting. 

38. From the foregoing facts and observations your Lordship will perceive 
that up to the close of the year 1850 the colony continued steadily advancing 
in prosperity. Its altered, although I would vain hope not less improving 
prospects in consequence of the recent extensive discovery of gold, do not come 
properly under consideration in this Despatch. 

I have, &c., 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) C. A. FITZROY. 
&e. &e. &e. 
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Enclosure in No. 30. NEW SOUT 


WALES. 
STATISTICS OF NEW SOUTH WALES FOR 1850. 


(Ju continuation of the Statistical Returns, printed with Blue Book Reports, presented to Parliament by Her Majesty's 
Command, Part II., 1850, pages 237—268.) 


Enel. in No. 30. 


CONTENTS. 

PAGH | PAGE PAGE 

1 Population. .« «© « « « 213) 21 Woollens . . 222} 44 Export of Tallow . - 233 
2 Immigrants arrived 213 | 22\y¢.  ufactures Soap . . «+ 222]45 Export of Bark . . 233 
Sl teamiorac Expenditure on ac- | 43 nulactures )Tohacco . . 222|46 Import of Timber. . 233 
Gan Bra") countof . . « 214; 24 Refined Sugar 222 | 47 Export of Timber. . 233 

4 * | Account of Moneys 25)Imports-Articles, (Sydney. 223 | 48 Exportof Oil. . . 234 

borrowed for. . 214 26 Ghantity, &Valuel Post Phillip 225 | 49 Shipping Inwards . 


& Birtles se oo eles 21d A en amereahe a Sydney . 227 | 50 Shipping Outwards 
6 Marriages « » « « « « 215] 28f Quantity. &Value PortPhillip 229 | 51 Vessels Registered . 
7 Deaths » - + - . «+ 216 | 29 Whale Fisheries—Vessels em- 52 Auction Duty. . 
| Schools ployed . . « « + « 230/53 LandSales. . . 
9 eee ae © 30 Imports—Value . . . + 230 | 54) Mortgages is bores c 
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o 
oe Site ene! 6 ie cee 1S 
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or) 
Es 


P: 


10 Sydney. . . . 217] 31 Exports—Value . . . - 230/55f Land . Port Philli 235 
1 | Lunatics Parramatta. . + 217 | 32 Imports and Exports—Value . 230 | 56) Mortgages on 
12 Port Phillip . . 218 33 Import ofGrain . . 5 + 231 Live Stock .JSyduey. . 235 
13 Agriculture—Population . . 21% | 34 Export of Grain . « . « 281] 57(Preferable Liens 
13} Vine vapde 919 | 35 Import of Butter and Cheese . 231 on Wool . .\Port Phillip 236 
15 ’ ss 6 e+ “1° 1636 Export of Butter and Cheese . mat 58 Convictions, . . « © -» he 
16),; 37 Import of Live Stock . . . 231] 59 Criminals Executed . « ~ 236 
17} Live Stock. . . 6 + + 220) 39 Rxhort of Live Stock . » + 232| 60 Litigation . . . . + + 236 
18 Tallow and Lard made in the 39 Import of Salt Meat . . . 232]61 Reverme . - © + « - 237 

Colony . . « © «© «© 221} 40 Export of Salt Meat . . . 232]62 Expenditure . . . « « 238 
19 Mills . . . «+ « « « 221 | 41 Import of Hides and Leather . 232/63 Com . . « + + «© 238 
20 Manufactories . . . + « 221 | 42 Export of Hides and Leather . 232 (A.) Average Price of Wages, Mer- 

43 Export of Wool . . + + 233 chandise, and Produce . . 239 
No. l. 
POPULATION—1850. 


Return of the Increase and Decrease of the Population of New South Wales (including 
the District of Port Phillip), from Ist January to 31st December 1850; and of the 
Total Number on the latter date. 


Male. Female, Total. | General Total. 
Increase by Immigration . . - 10,124 7,387 17,511 | 
Convicts. . « «= 292 os 292 | 
Births. ws «| 54100 4,937 10,037 | 
Wethtatias all GeAIG 0) Tee eee | 27,840 
Decrease by Deaths . . ~' « | 2,071 1,308 3,379 | 
Departure . . . 3,699 1,558 5,257 | 
{ 
Total Decrease . Te BTA &. 2,866 wey oe ex | 8,636 
Net Increase «| -- 9,746] .. 9,458 ER | 19, 204 
Population on 31st Dec. 1849. « -» 144,829 -» 101,470 Ay ers | 246,299 
Population on 31st Dec. 1850 .| .. 154,575] ., 110,998| . . « | 265,503 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, KE. Deas ‘THomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 
No. 2. 
IMMIGRATION. 


Return showing the Number of Immigrants who arrived in the Colony of New South Wales (including 
the District of Port Phillip), from the Ist January to the 31st ecember 1830, inclusive. 


Immigrants at the Public Expense. Immigrants at their own Expense. 


Year, 14 Years and upwards. Under 14 Years, ; 14 Years and upwards. | Onder 14 Years. 
_|_____ ________-_|_ Total. 


Male. | Female. Total, | Male.| Female. | Total. Male. | Female.| Total. | Male. Female, | Total. 


1850 | 1,820] 3,406 | 5,226 | 540 552 1,092 | 6,318 1,189 833 2,022 | 272 244 516 2, 53% 
- nee Religion of Immigrants at the Native Countries of Immigrants at the 
Total Number of Immigrants Arrived. 8 Public tied Public Expense. 
Year. : i, zM | ae T = 5 
14 Years und upwards. Under General | Frotest-| Roman Other Bapett Other 
14 ‘Total Catholic. | Religi and Scotland. | Ireland. Cauatnies 
Fomale Years, tal. ants. | atholic. | Religions. | yates, i 
1850 4,239 1,608 8,856 1,880 | 3,769 | 669 Ly lae | 198 4,933 10 


Immigration Office, Francis L. S. Merewerurr, 
Sydney, May 16, 1851. Agent for Immigration. 
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No. 3. 
IMMIGRATION. 


Return showing the Total Amount of Money paid out of the Territorial R 
Greta the Dastrist of Poe Phil) y p e Territorial Revenue of New South Wales 


on account of Immigration, for the Year ending December 31, 


wos os a) be to oe 4 See J : 
628 Oo s 3 ia - ee eu mt . 
Sa a8 as g 8 2,3 a 3 2 - 3 é, 3 a Expenses Paid by the 
335 ie i 32 ge AS) a2. 26 Ph Land and Emigration 
38's 32 ae 338 30 ER O8s S 4 a5 Commissioners 
gee <3 Ais 85 ee ne, > Bom Boa) pe : 
2a6& 2-5 S'S rig’ af & 28 Hk a ~~ ZB in England. 
gn re ot | S38 Bes goa gad Se: S33 = 
cf | sp lee |382| 23° | S2| S88 | Sef | 238 
gers | oP |FE | abe) 25 | g28| 828 Ogs | £54 ; 
ae 2 S| 27-8 2 Bas| 234 S| eae 3 
sas | ca |e 3] es8| 278 | £85) 32a | e505 | 83s g 
on. | Sa. | cedlee3] see [seo] 39a | 83a | 383 | gg | & 
as3;| gh3 |g88|sa2| 228 |sen| sth | 232 | ita | 3é a 
aC Bs Beart = Ege Bs Boek 33.5 a : 
g | Eel] Fs | iat| See] 282 | She] Sei | ade | Fla | BE | g 
S 32:4 Zz A > = sk a 3 cae gu 
& | gesal sib | sho] fas) FEO | Sas} Fae 4 5 rie gr a 
reso | 2 H/o & aE dle nd) £6 dle wal of. s d.| £. eS ae a are ee 
0 eT-2 - (5,451 2 5 e « (7, 518:13 8 ey ee Aer: 


3,888 179 


Remittances to the Land and 3 bE | Number of Immigrants Introduced. 
Emigration Commissioners. = a4 
58 ) S32 78 ze ay 
52 is 4 Se g Sel Eis. ig | 4 
o 2S 2a 3 vs 3S 2&8 Bosy|s a 
Sw s . ~~ . ag ° a = S = 
iad Bee a* | % 3 FI oSk a54 | 2 
3 caries mis <3 cary a oth l waas EB ‘8 
a3 £52 ‘iS ® ae as 3 o29 | Seas] a. 
5 3 a= 8 3 on 22 o z OO ot =] a 8 
fs m= SO ac i aw 2 Pe 5 ren ro 3 
a aa aio] a 2 %s & e502] a 20q, | «2 
as Ba 5 BL 88. 75 & 3 SEs] sFuas| #3 8 
a3 al3 3a ay Be 3 s Bet | 88a Pa Bo 
Sa | 832] Se #4 las 2 6 Res | bea) EA) 4s 
Ps #2 |yBS| #38 2a aed Fi 4 ‘6c | ged | Pol 34 
3 33 | 885| 628 28 =g x 3 Bal emp ee|aa| Se 
- = A i s* foe a Fs} gee) Baas a lee 
2 £. & vedo yh Te Blbe exidi he écd. o£, s. d. 
1850 | *148,000 | . . |101 0 0 /18218 11] . . [561 9 7 |166,264 2 4] 6,318 6,318 


* No Account of the appropriation ofthese Advances has as yet been received. 


Audit Office, Sydney, New South Wales, 
May 15, 1851. 


Wm. Lirucow, 
Auditor-General. 


No. 4. 
IMMIGRATION. 


Return showing the state of the Accounts on 31st December 1850, of Moneys Borrowed 
for the purposes of Immigration. 


Colony. 
Year, 


Bearing Interest 
at the rate of 53d, 
per £100 per Diem. 


‘ 
Amount of Debentures payable in the 


Bearing: Interest 
at the rate of dd, |. é 
per £100 per. Diem,| P® £100:per Diem. per £100 per Diem. 


iatnount of Amount of pes 
payable 
Sie ra ayable either in London or Total Amount 
ais in the Colony, of 


bearing Interest 


at the rate of 4d. Debentures, 


bearing Interest 
at the rate of 34d. 


Ses Sa £3 eo€ S. s. d. ae Se AB 18s. ahs 

1942 12,500 0 0  % gies nae 12,500 0 0 

37,000 0 0 Riots ey a Kom 37,000 0 0 

1843 io 2,300 0 0 ane as 2,300 0 0 

1844 as 50,800 0 0 15,300 0 0 — 66,100 0 0 

poe 25,400 0 0 6,400 0 0 = 31,800 0 0 
1845 cae Paes Sana ia ws 
1846 ae ier Be fe in Ne a 
1847 ae ia eee cae ar 
1848 he ae WE ts gin 

2 3 — Py 1,800 0 0 1,800 0 0 

—" ee aka 5,000 0 0 5,000 0 0 

is ete ee 2,000 0 0 2,000 0 0 

1849 PME Saas me 50,000 0 0 50,000 0 0 

eine as ws 10,000 0 0 10,000 0 0 

eget os pe a Px 5,000 0 0 5,000 0 0 

he ne els 1,000 0 0 1,000 0 0 

we ‘tee nee 200 0 0 200 0 0 

aeote oe sad 6,000 0 0 6,000 0 0 

Be Beis ares 4,000 0 0 4,000 0 0 

Baar nak ae 2,000 0 0 2,000 0 0 

vem pl om 10,900 0 0 10,900 0 0 

eee > eee ae 8,000 0 0 8,000 0 0 

ee ak Sg 1,000 0 0 1,000 0 0 

1850 = ae Rue 1,500 0 0 1,500 0 0 

ee Ay oS a 1,000 0 0 1,000 0 0 

a ne ee orks 2,000 0 0 2,000 0 0 

wane ane ete 1,000 0 0 1,000 0 0 

neue Agl sks 4,000 0 0 4,000 0 0 

ea Fle = 4% 1,000 0 0 1,000 0 0 

l zm dv in we 15,100 0 0 15,100 0 0 

Total 78,500 0 0 21,700 0 0 132,500 0 0 282,200 0 0 
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Return showiug the state of the Accounts, &¢.—continued. 


On what Terms Sold. ‘Kienounit Amount Amount of 
Net Proceeds of of Debentures | Loterest paid 
‘Year. Amount Amount Saalizad Dehsator outstanding jon Land and 
Rate. of of eee at ‘ rd on December 31,/ Immigration 
Discount, Premium. Tent 1850. Debentures. 
Ss eB iian| | ee ed) : . % Gis ok. “Bd, Sareea. a. |) -£i sed 
t yar, « « « re oe 2,500 0 a! om one 
18h) Se oni isoonst| Tannen. 36,260 0 0 a [ot  [fe,e7ea7 7 
1849) | Ae par sae) : eriar 2,300 0 0| 27,900 0 0 Ras 2,218 2 9 
At par. ie 8 es ae 66,100 0 0 
18441 | 2 per cent.discount| 638 0 0 . | B1g164 0 0 1f*2 000 0. 0 so 4,193 8 7 
1845 per ae ae Sa 2,500 0 0 mone 6,156 8 8 
1816 shee’ yo Sas 4 9,500 0 0 cas 6,321 17 4 
1847 aor Hic * « Que) 83,200 0 0 one 3,800 12 0 
1848 ded soe oe eas * e Mat 45 0 8 
5 percent, premium Tae 90 0 0] 1,890 0 0 age 
3 ay arid 168 15 0} 3,168 15 0 rane 
Hig eal aioe Sara a oe: 
3 Ss Fel apie bile 51,50 0 Ee 
1849 2h hi 250 0 0| 10,250 0. 0. ak. 75,000 0 0] 1,988 11 10 
14 np as 75 0 0} 5,075 0 0 At ane 
4 A > Bi} 5 0 0] 1,005 0 0 eae 
Atpar. . « « ss ee 200 0 0 eer 
40s, per cent. prem. ae 120 0 Of] 6,120 0 0 ye 
30s. ” one 60 0 0| 4,060 0 0 sp ie 
21s. A i 21 0 0| 2,021 0 0 rare 
20s. ai sae 109 0 0] 13,009 0 0 ex 
lés. rin 5 64 0 0] 8,064 0 0 as 
Wee 6d ea 6 5 0} 1,006 5 0 aes 
1850< | lls. 3d. ,, cs 8 8 9| 1,508 8 9 le 57,500 0 0) 5,241 4 0 
UAE ES ne 5 5 0] 1,005 5 0 one 
10s. ae a 4 10 0 0} 2,010 0 0 wee 
5a, 9d. 5.5 oe 217 6] 1,002 17 6 rhe 
5s, 5 8 10 0 0] 4,010 0 0 iar 
1s, ais 010 0] 1,000 10 0 se 
AtQarls, te e's . sin vs 15,100 0 0 © J 
Total 5 1,376 0 0 /2,571 1 3 /283,395 1 31149,700 0 0 | 132,500 0 0 |82,852 38 5 


Audit Office, Sydney, New South Wales, 


Wm. Litueow, 
May 15,1851. 


Auditor-General. 


No. 5. 
BIRTHS. 


Return of the Number of Births Registered in the Colony of New South Wales (including 
the District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


Males. 


5,100 


Year. Females, 


1850 4,937 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, 


E. Deas Tuomson;, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. 


Colonial. Secretary. 


No. 6. 
MARRIAGES. 
Retcrn of the Number of Marriages Registered in the Colony of New South Wales 
(including the District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


Churches in which Sulemnized, | 1850, 


Church of England 
>» Presbyterian 
>> Wesleyan 
+» Independent 


>, Baptist . 
>», Of Rome . 
Jews’ Synagogues 


Total . 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, 


E. Deas: Tomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. 


Colonial Secretary.. 
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No. 7. 


DEATHS. 


Rerurn of the Number of Deaths Registered in the Colony of New South Wales 
(including the District of Port Phillip), for the 


ear 1850. 


Males. Females, 
Total. | 


Year. 


Men. Children, Women. Children. 


1850 1,240 831 572 736 3,379 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tuomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 


No. 8. 
SCHOOLS. 


2uTURN of the Number of Schools, and Scholars attending the same, in the Colony of New 
South Wales (including the District of Port Phill 


ip), for the Year 1850. 


Number of Scholars. 


Year Number of est 
Ls iaaeaa Male. Female. Total. 
| 1850 659 15,114 | 13,490 | 28,604 


E. Deas Tuomson, 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Colonial Secretary. 


Sydney, May 1, 1851. 


No. 9. 
SCHOOLS. 
Return of the Number of Schools, &c., for the Year 1850. 


by Number of Scholars. Amounts paid 
uh iS v4 hen by Government Srey 
p= 328 from » mn Totals. 
gs the Colonial |, Voluntary 
5 | Male. | Female. Contributions, 
£. & d. 
Orphan Schools. 
Protestant . . . * 1 2,509 13 11 2,509 13 11 
Roman Catholic 7 ‘| : 1 1,036 7 11 1,056 7 11 
Totals of Orphan Schools. | 2 3,546 1 10 3,546 110 
Denominational Schools. 
Church of England . . . {116 1 5,634 4 9,158 14 3 
Presbyterian . . - | 50 2,343 16 1 3,663 15 11 
Wesleyan . e . - | 20 5 744 12 1,811 18 6 
Independent . . . cal ot 77 ~«5 455 8 4 
Roman Catholic A ; . | 49 2,458 18 4,015 15 8 
Secretaries and Denominational i 
School Boards, Sydney and}| ++ 288 5 288 5 9 
Port Phillip . . 
Denominational Schools, generally | - + . 342 13 342 138 9 
Totals of Denominational 
a ee ee 19,691 12 2 
National Schools. 
Schools, Sydney District .- «| 25 6,290 18 84 
Secretary and Messenger to the 
National School Board, and}| ++ 363 5 9 
Architect, Sydney . : 
Passage and Outfit of the Master 
and Mistress of the Model >| -« 150 0 0 
School, Sydney . ‘ , 
School Books and other Articles. | + + ee os 419 419 1 7 
Schools, Port Phillip . . a fee No |return. 910 910 0 0 
Totals of National Schools | 25 6 Of 


Totals of Orphan, Denomi- 
national, and National )|266 
Schools ‘ . 
Private Schools A ° . [893 


9,430 | 7,998 


5,492 | 11,176 Ae 


5,684 


General Totals of Serge 659 


and Scholars TsEtS 


13,490 | 28,604 on 


I. Deas THomson, 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Colonial Secretary. 


Sydney, May 1, 1851. 
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No. 10. a) 
LUNATICS—TARBAN CREEK, SYDNEY. 


Return of the Number of Patients in the Lunatic Asylum, Tarban Creek, Sydney, during 
the Year 1850. 


In the Admitted 


Discharged Absconded Died Remaining in the Asylum on 


Asylum on | during the : F during ; 
an Dec., 18191 Venn during the Year. | during the Year. the Yeor, 31st December, 1850, 
Im- Not Supposed Supposed 
Cured. | proved, | Retaken.| — aken. ait incurable. Total. 
M.| F. (Tot. | M M. | F. M M.|F.{M.} RF] Mm. | ew | mM. | or | M.] F 
49 | 45 | 94 | 62 20) 10] 21 9] 4 . | Pa trsaipen ts | 4 | 29 16 30 36 | 59 | 52 


F. Camrsexy, M.D., Superintendent. 
Par. Hitt, Visitor. 


No. 11. 


CONVICT LUNATICS AND INVALIDS—PARRAMATTA. 


Return of the Number of Patients in the Convict Lunatic and Invalid Establishment, 
Parramatta, during the Year 1850. 


In the Esta- |Admitted Discharyed Absconded Died Remaining iv the Establish- 


blishment on | during Sea A during ‘ i RR 
31st Dec.,1849.| the Year. during the Year. | during the Year. the Year. (ment on 31st Devember 1850, 
Iin- Not Supposed |Supposed 
Cured. proved, Retaken.| retaken, curable. |iucurable.| Total. , 


M. | F. |Tot.} M.| F. | M. 


Lunatics . |109 | 28 |137 | 12 
Invalids . {131 | 8 {139 | 61 


Totals . |240 | 36 |276 | 73 


FREE LUNATICS—PARRAMATTA. 


Return of the Number of Patients in the Lunatic Asylum, Parramatta, during the Year 


1850, 
Ns 
In the Admitted Direharved Lavennited Died Ramainiiein etka! 
Asyiom on: | during the discharge’ A e diving emaining 4 te Asvlum on 
Lat Jens 1860) Yee: during the Year. | during the Year. |the Year, 3lst December, 1850. 
Imn- Not Supposed Supposed 
Cured. proved, | Retaken. | retaken, eile; eivable, Total. 


M. F. | M. F.|M.] F. | a. 


Par. Hix, Surgeon Superintendent. 
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No. 12. 


LUNATICS—PORT PHILLIP. 


Return of the Number of Patients in the Lunatic Asylum, Melbourne, Port Phillip, during 
the Year 1850. 


Died 
during 
the Year. 


In the Admitted 
Asylum on | during the 
31st Dec., 1849.| Year. 


Remaining in the Asylum on 


Discharged Ab: conded 
3ist December, 1850. 


during the Year. | during the Year. 


Not Supposed Supposed 


Im- 
proved, | Retaken.| retaken. curable. incurable. | Total.. 


M.| F. |Tot. 


26 | 17 | 43 


F. | m. F. | M.| F. | M.) F | M.| F. | Mj Ff M. F. M. F. | M. 


Joun Sutuvan, M.D., Medical Officer. 
James Situ, Visiting Magistrate. 
Georce Warson, Superintendent. 


No. 13. 


AGRICULTURE—POPULATION. 


Return showing the Quantity of Land in Cultivation (exclusive of Gardens and Orchards), 
and the Population of the Colony of New South Wales (including the District of Port 
Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


SSS 


AGRICULTURE. 
Crops. 
| 
Year. ne SNe Total Number 
Wheat. | Maize. | Barley. | Oats. | Rye. | Millet. |Potatoes.|/Tobacco, MD of Acres in 
and Burley, Cro 
for Hay. P 
Acres. Acres. Acres. | Acres. | Acres. | Acres. | Acres. | Acres. Acres. 


| 
1850* | 99,230 | 23,197 | 9,740 17,790 | 293 | 42 |7,074] 510! 48,948 | 196,824 


AGRICULTURE, 
Produce, 
Year. 
Wheat. Maize. Barley. Oats, | Rye. Millet. | Potatoes. | Tobacco. Hay. 
i 
Bushels. Bushels, | Bushels. | Bushels. | Bushels. | Bushels. Tons.. Cw. Tons. 


1850* |1,477,749 |457,106 |164,768 |152,848 | 5,529] 848 15,012 | 4,923 | 65,731 


#. PopunaTion. 


Adults, 
Children. Total. 


Female. 


_ —} ——. 


54,899 | 113,593] 265,503 


* Returns for the Police Districts of Wollongong, Kiama, and Shoalhaven, for the Year 1850 not having been received, 
those for the previous Year have been used. 


Colenial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tuomson, _ 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 
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No. 14. NEW SOUTH 
VINEYARDS. (sage 
Return of the Number of Acres of Land planted with the Grape Vine, and of the Quantity 
,., of Wine and Brandy made from the Produce thereof, in the Colony of New South Wales 
) (including the District of Port Phillip), during the Year ended the 31st March, 1851. 


Produce, 
Counties. Acres, 
Wine. Brandy. 
Sydney or Middle District, within Gallons, | Gallons. 
the Settled Districts. 
Argyle . . . . 14 226 
Hatha ‘ . . . 6 10 
Bia ME oc tee Ml] crs 
Brisbane . : = - 74 655 
*Camden ° . . 53 19,746 
Cook A . . . 222 500 
Cumberland . - : 303 19,710 
Durham. : . ° 205 34,148 
| Gloucester : . . 1043 9,071 
| Hunter. ‘ " 30 1,330 
| King . ° ° 7 700 
Macquarie: ’ . 31 6,440 
Murray . . . . 13 oe 
Northumberland . 1513 | 16,299 
Bidiin. Wy Ist. wae a 1 40 
Roxburgh . a A . 27 1,650 
Stanley. . ian 23 oa 
Wellington . . . 6} oe . 
1,0562 | 110,525 


Commissioners’ Districts, beyond 
| the Settled Districts . . . 134 560 


Totals Sydney District . 1,069% | 111,035 


Port Phillip or Southern District, 


| 
| 
| 


i 
! Bourke . . . 894 
Grant. . . . . 64 
| Normanby. ° cP es 1} 
Western Port and Murray District 8 
| Totals Port Phillip District 1622 


General Total 5 1,232 | 115,706 


* Returns for the Police District of Wollongong for the present Year not having been received, those for the previous 
Year have been used. 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tuomson, 


Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 
No. 15, 


VINEYARDS. 
Return of the Number of Acres of Land planted with the Grape Vine, and of the 
Quantity of Wine and Brandy made from the Produce thereof, in the Colony of New 
South Wales (including the District of Port Phillip), from the Year 1843 to 1850 in- 


clusive. 


Produce. 


Wine. Brandy. 

Gallons. Gallons. 
1843 512 33,915 452 
1844 566 50, 666 1,018 
1845 648 55,210 1,433 
1846 827 54,977 1,383 
1847 1,000 |. 55,835 1,432 
1848 | 995 103 ,606 1,263 
1849 | 1,127 101,063 1,781 
1850 | 1,232 115,706 2,244 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tuomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 


No. 16. 


LIVE STOCK. 
Rerurn of Live Stock in the Colony of New South Wales (including the District of Port 
Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


Horses. Horned Cattle. | Pigs, Sheep. 


13,059,324 


132,437 | 1,738,965 61,631 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tuomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 
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NEW SOUTH No. 17. 
WALES LIVE STOCK. 
Return of Live Stock in the Colony of New South Wales, on the Ist January, 1851. 


Description of Stock, 


Counties or Districts. 


Horses. Horned Cattle. Pigs. Sheep. 
Sydney or Middle District, within 
the Settled Districts.* Number. Number. Number, Number, 
Argyle . ; 7 a ; : 4,252 24,323 1,799 209 ,055 
Bathurst . ae satan 4,838 31,720 1,335 306, 608 
Bligh . “ ( "i ; f 840 12,764 101 129,628 
Brisbane. : Rea ue 2,024 9,694 461 130,315 
Camden 4 2 : - ‘ 5,905 34,148 5,807 36,652 
Cook. ie poco es oe Se eh 1,933 6,726 2,375 12,752 
Cumberland . : “ : . 13,091 25,270 10,307 11,472 
Durham 5 ' ni f 6,873 46,748 4,416 145, 128 
Georgiana. A 2 x 4,224 24,685 1,114 176,513 
Gloucester. 4 - = ‘ 3,664 32,801 1,827 38,600 
Hunter ‘ - ‘ s Z 1,791 8,478 1,284 9,647 
King . F : ; : . 1,893 19,157 1,156 98 ,608 
Macquarie. : ; . E 1,353 17,438 681 10,950 
Murray . . . : ° 4,376 27,726 1,630 256 ,883 
Northumberlan : : . 5,676 33,486 7,649 29,085 
Phillip . ; . ; : A 85] 4,457 127 75,364 
Roxburgh, . é A 2,670 19,500 700 219,200 
St. Vincent ee He Jey 3,071 30,427 1,788 47,165 
Retlets.--.. bea bona a 556 8,558 741 29 ,020 
Wellington . ; . : : 1,645 9,901 343 115,887 
Westmoreland : : ‘ 3,038 16,664 1,302 53,240 
74,764 444,613 46,943 | 2,137,267 
Commissioners’ Districts, beyond the 
Settled Districts + 
Bligh . . : - ; 1,615 58,416 si 212,969 
Burnett : : A 974 8,965 hs 334 ,807 
Clarence River 5 z ; 1,710 78,844 1,020 132,614 
Darling Downs . ‘ 1,700 43 ,000 50 615,619 
Gwydir - : 5 . 2,288 109,165 100 143,149 
Lachlan . 5 : P . 4,458 126,315 419 356, 056 
Liverpool Plains. . : 3 4,931 123,2u9 ste 396,060 
Lower Dinling t 2 ° z me ac ots SH 
M‘Leay River Ss Set 960 15,190 1,254 200 
Maueroo * ; ss F * 5,234 97,764 580 323 ,783 
Maranoa : - 3 ‘ , 214 10,450 a =e 
Moreton Bay. 5 < : ; 1,071 21,680 228 296,789 
Murrumbidgee . F 2 n 4,942 135,298 1,200 $71,596 
New England 3 : ‘ 5 4,614 9,141 500 905,134 
Wellington . = ; : : 1,854 74,366 57 279,341 
Wide Bay ‘ % . : . 69 3,743 20 21,157 
36,454 915,546 5,428 | 4,889,274 
Total in the Sydney District 111,218 1,360,159 520371 7,026,541 
Port Phillip or Southern District, 
within the Settled Districts.* 
Bourke : ° ° . é 5,990 29,437 4,710 318,357 
Grant . A 7 < , 1,214 7,252 1,354 254,877 
Normanby .. 795 22,084 387 186,972 
Belfast . 5 3 17 363 276 56 
A™erton . : 2 d . 535 11,208 595 6,180 
; 8,704 70,374 7,322 766,442 
Commissioners’ Districts, beyond the ec | 9 
Settled Districts.t 
Gipps Land . . . . : 117 27,307 238 199,245 
Murray ' - 5 rs ; 3,719 90,371 300 599,525 
Portland Bay F . J ‘ 4,314 | 120,025 200 | 2,172,684 
Western Port. ; ‘ < 2,500 | 52,000 1,900 | 1,275,000 
Wimmera. r é : $65 18,729 200 1,019,887 
12,515 308 , 432 1,938 | 5,266,341 
Total in the Port Phillip District . 21,219 378,806 9,260 | 6,032,783 
General Total. A 132,437 1,738,965 61,631 |13,059,324 


* Exclusive of the portions of country brought within the Settled Districts by the operation of the Order in Council 
of 9th March, 1847. F Inclusive of d:tto. t No return rendered. 

Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tuomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1951. Colonial Secretary. 
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No. 18. 


TALLOW AND LARD. 


Revorn of Live Stock Slaughtered, and the Quantity of Tallow and Lard Produced from 
the same, in the Colony of New South Wales (including the District of Port Phillip), 
for the Year 1850. 


Number of Sheep Horned Cattle 


Y Boiling-d Tallow Hogs Lard 
ares “dee! niatpe Slaughiered. Slaughtered. Produced. Slanghtered. | Produced. 
Establishments. = | 
Number. Number. Cwt, Number. | Cwt. 
1850 110 798,187 43,105 233,757 45 2,916 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas THomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 


No. 19. 


MILLS. 


Return of the Number of Mills for Grinding and Dressing Grain, in the Colony of New 
South Wales (including the District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


| Year. Steam, Water. Wind, Horse. 
1850 86 * 45 29 22 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tuomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 
No. 20. 
MANUFACTORIES. 


Rercrn of the Number of Manufactories, &c., in the Colony of New South Wales 
(including the District of Port Philip), for the Year 1850. 


Manufacturies, &c. 1850 | 


Distilleries . eal eh Cal 
Rectifying and Compounding . . . . 
Breweries. a es egw 

SPAY VeHIGE aye sors aps) 
Soapand Candle « . «6 = 4 
Tobacco and Snuff. . ; 
Woollen'Clnth . ..9. 2 . 

Hab 5% Si ae ae ee ol 
MOpeih ss. sy. eee c. , leLa es 


mp. oO 


- Oe ROAUREOWAH WD 


Tanneries, &c. . 1 
SAb sey es, Pees, Welw peels kel oe 
Salting and Preserving Meat Establishments . | 15. 
ROtcerieSieky su tor ae wie” aos ee 
| 


Gas Works . ye ape ee 
Gines Werke, 50 oy Phe een a 
Smelting Works (Copper). . 2. «| «© © | «+ ! 
Iron and Brass Foundries, &c.. . . . «| 20 | 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tromson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 
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No. 21. 


WOOLLENS MANUFACTURED. 


Return of the Number of Establishments and Quantity of Woollens Manufactured in the 
Colony of New South Wales, for the Year 1850. 


Number of Cloth and Blankets, 


ai Establishments. | Tweeds. 
Yards, Number. 
1850 ie 190,791 326 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Toomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 
No. 22. 


SOAP MANUFACTURED. 


Return of the Number of Establishments and Quantity of Soap Manufactured in the 
Colony of New South Wales (including the District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


Year |p Ramber ot | Quant 
Cwt. 
1850 20 31,826 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tuomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 
No. 23. 


TOBACCO MANUFACTURED. 


Return of the Number of Establishments and Quantity of Tobacco Manufactured in the 
Colony of New South Wales, for the Year 1850. 


Number of 
Tee, Establishments, 
& 1850 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tuomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 


No. 24. 


REFINED SUGAR MANUFACTURED. 


Return of the Number of Establishments and Quantity of Refined Sugar Manufactured 
in the Colony of New South Wales, for the Year 1850. 


| Number of me 
Neat. | staldlishments: Disatity, 
| Cwt. 
1850 | 2 51,000 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tuomson, 


Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 
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Description. 


Alkali (Soda), . 
Apparel aud Slops . 


Guns 
Arms and iy 
Ammunition, | unpovas 


Arrowroot and Sago 
Bags and Sacks . 
Bark . . . 
Beche-le-mer e 
Bellows, Smiths’ . 
Beer and Ale . 
Blacking . . 
Blankets and Counterpanes 


Bran . F * . 
. Bath . 
Bricks . { Fire x 
Brushware . . . 
Butter and Cheese . 
Candles. A . 
Candlewick : . 
Canvas 3 . 5 
Carpeting . . ° 
Carriages. . . 
Cement . > 5 
Coals . . . . 
Cocoanuts . ° ‘ 
Coffee and Chocolate . 
Colors, Painters’ . * 
Confection and Preserves 


Copper . F 
Copper Ore. . 
Cordage and Rope 
Corks aud Bungs. 
Cottons . . 
Curiosities . 5 
Drugs and Medicines 
Dye Wood . . 
Earthenware and China 
Fire Works . . . 
Fish, Salt. " 


e. @ W One wi 8 > 
Téa SO BE SH C6) GH Bete SCs se Oe SCD Cw 8 we Re es OS we eo ee ee Se 


Flax and Hemp . . 
Flour and Bread . ‘ : 
Fruits . * aie ‘ 
Furniture . . e 
Furs . . . ° 
Glass and Glassware. 
Glass, Looking . 
Glue . . 4 
Wheat . 
Maize . 
Grain . -( Barley . 
Oats e 
Rice. 
Grindery . A 
Grindstones ° s 
Gum. ° é 5 


Haberdashery =. . 
Hardware and Ironmongery 
Hats, Caps, and Bunnets 


Cow Mi a wt OM Bee a) me See Ok ES Sl fe: Se4L eee Sel a iW 


Hatters’ Materials . 
Hay and Straw . . 
Hops. . . . 
Horse-hair . . ° 
Hosiery and Gloves. 
Munical . 
Instruments . {Scientific 
Surgical. 
IronandSteel .. . 
Jewellery . . . 
Lead . ° te F) * 
nmanufactured 
Leather {Boots and Shoes 
Lime Juice. . . ° 
Linens ‘ . ° 


. Horses . . 
Live Stock -{ Sheop (Rams) 
Lucifer Matches . . . 
Muchinery . . . . 
Malt. is fe ‘ . 


a: RN! CTA ie te thle a Ee te Ne Se Re dO Se ee ek i Jem Tee, eee en ke > ere eo 


Articles Imported. 


No. 25. 


IMPORTS—SYDNEY DISTRICT. 


Return of the Quantity and Value of Articles Imported into the. Syduey District, in the Colony of New South 
Wales, during the Year 1850. 


. From Great 
Quantity. Britain New Else- 
Zealand, | where. 
£. £. £5 
25,840 ewt. 7,146 40 132 
2,411 packages. 67,270 7 290 
149 cases, 325 oo o. 
97,099 lbs, 3,652 .* 6 
663 cwt. 892 oe ve 
633 ,, 28 4 168 
354 bales, 5,192 oe 30 
261 tous, oe 2 354 
es a oe se 
12 pairs. 26 oe oe 
370,587 gallons, 61,957 164 329 
525 casks, 1,412 4 oe 
353 bales. 11,253 oe o. 
13,246 bushels, +. oe 276 
48 casks, 58 oe oe 
181,444 No. 328 . ve 
209 bundles. 1,794 20 5 
13,212 lbs. 406 21 474 
1,964 boxes, 2,769 on 15 
107 bales. 1,564 oe 15 
604 ,, 19,649 oe oe 
109 ,,; 2,959 oo 20 
27 411 10 4 
1,125 barrels. ~ 630 oe oo 
15 tons. 4 oe . 
20,872 oe oe 15 
185 tons, 361 59 oe 
3,456 kegs. 2,795 oe 10 
402 cases. 632 .- 71 
3,140 cwt. 7,141 387 50 
455 tons, oe 1,045 | 7,181 
8,955 cwt. 4,108 | 2,903 876 
234 packages. 688 10 ve 
3,722 cases. 95 ,392 8 580 
| 53 oe oe 
2,204 packages. 11,068 20 261 
36 casks, es o° 20 
12,888 crates, 13,169 oo 20 
2 cases, 40 o ee 
3,384 packages. 4,292 on 31 
81 tons. on 1,606 5 
421 tons 4 ewt, : 

{ tqaie } sat ean sts 
8,185 wt. 10,980 35 250 
1,630 packages. se oe 338 

60. as 1,837 50 25 
42 cases, 255 oe o* 
4,926 packages, 6,841 vs 60 
432 cases, 917 4 o 
141 cwt. 185 .. oe 
57,070 bushels. 3 o- 6,264 
1640 ” oe 10 oe 
ey a ae ve 200 | 2,536 
20,378 oe oe 1,948 
640 , 192 Ibs. 40 + 976 
41 casks. 808 oe ee 
123 18 o. 15 
18 ewt, oe oe 2 
1,384 cases, 69,470 oe 15 
42,269 packages. 74,484 225 192 
613 cases, 10,483 +. 174 
1 ee 829 5 oe 
108 tons. oe oe 352 
704 pockets. 1,827 . 1,160 
14 bales. 319 oe oe 
308 cases, 14,544 40 oe 
140° =, 5,768 100 25 
51 471 ai = 
Pre 153 (earwe = 
3,219 tons. 28,659 24 200 
39 cases. 5,457 oe ee 
205 tons. 4,049 7 oe 
34 cases. 1,033 16 26 
1,090 trunks. 19,550 8 18 
1,307 gallons. 6 ee ee 
3,876 cases. 142,304 125 855 
6° oe oe 80 
10 300 oe . 
158 cases. 764 12 . 
30 tons, 301 40 45 
26,266 bushels, 1,497 19 | 2,282 


Estimated Value in Pounds Sterling. 
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British Colonies. 


South 
Sea 
Islands. 


ed 
Fisheries.| States of 


Unit Foreign Total 
America, States, 
£, £. £. 
76 7 7,401 
20 332 67 ,963 
+. 244 572 
12 oe 3,670 
o« oe 892 
o. 208 488 
oe 74 5,296 
rac oP 356 
= a 45 
oe o- 26 
o. 103 62,553 
oe oe 1,416 
. 59 11,312 
. ea 276 
oe oe 58 
oe 10 338 
12 46 1,877 
16 192 1,109 
o- 30 2,814 
ee * 1,579 
on 300 19,949 
es <s 2,979 
ll 8 444 
oe ee 630 
- 6 ee 4 
oo 2 43 
oe 2,592 3,012 
oe 118 2,923 
53 15 771 
78 235 7,996 
ae ne 8,226 
59 | 3,237 11,183 
oo 61 759 
35 184 96,199 
oe 52 112 
18 l44 11,511 
25 oe 45 
85 125 13,399 
on 20 60 
40 oe 4,363 
6% i 1,611 
Pe an 9,339 
17 140 11,422 
o° nee 388 
115 10 2,037 
oe oe 255 
8 2 7,231 
o. 57 978 
a oe 185 
.* oe 6, 267 
oe ar 10 
oe oe 2,736 
oe .- 1,948 
206 142 1,364" 
o- o 808 
os ia 33 
oe 7 9 
o 106 69,591 
70 190 75,288 
2 673 11,332 
o- ee 834 
oe a 352 
135 oe 3,122 
ae os 319 
o 190 14,774 
ee 20 5,913 
ee . 471 
‘0 re 15 
38 1 28,962 
ve oe 5,457 
+. 28| 47084 
200 oe 1,283 
oe 375 19,951 
3 55 140 
349 | 290] 143,933 
v6 ar 80 
oe oe 800 
1 99 876 
o* 36 425 
. ee 3,798 
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224 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


Return of the Quantity and Value of Articles Imported into the Sydney District, in the Colony of New South 
Wales, &c.—continued. 


Articles Teaporteil, Estimated Va ue in Pounds Sterling. 


een ga Bri'ish Colonies. South |_ United eae 
ption. Quantity. Britain, New Wlees Sea | Fisheries,| States of Statin. Total. 
Zeulani.| where, | Islands. America, 
ee 72 £. £ £ £ 
1 . . \ 
ld wet P ‘ z 105 cases, 559 a oe nie oe 56 255 $14 
ates gs. 7 . x 114 bales. 140 oe 4 oe oe +s 54 198 
Miiieats A . . ° = 125 cises. 3,229 oe 603 oe oe Oa 985 4,117 
ice =| r! z fi ° Aa No, 50 oe pe She ee oe oe 50 
. , . . . ri of tons. 297 oe oe os on oe 227 254 
Nutte- ARS . ° . 5,549 kegs, 7,664 2 56 oe oe 44 54 7,820 
flea isi . . . 15 tous. 1,194 50 ye oe ae a ite 1,244 
Onn : : : ] 114 No. ae es vi . se 9 ae a 
. . in y 0.' oe oe oe re) ee ee 
Oatineal and Pearl Barley 5 : " 22 tons. 205 ay 65 ee dvi fia ze re 
oe * . : #08 tuns. ee 538 oe 25,461 | 10, 337 on oe 36,336 
pt . . . P 201 ,, oe 1,072 oo 929 715 oe ee 2,716 
Oia i inseed : . 7,594 gallons, 1,499 oe oe oe oe o oe 1,499 
} mie : ; . VjGA8 45 126 on 60 oe oe oe 75 261 
tg . . 119 tuns. ee ee oe 2,092 oe oe 130 25929 
Oileloth MSs et ie ie eee b, i om ae "G0 Fe 
i . . : s . 5 cases. 57 oe oe ne on oe 6 735 
par saa Stores . . . . 19,442 ,, 38 , 532 20 439 oe oe o. 131 39,122 
ee F . . . s . 9 tons 18 ewt. oe 30 27 oe o oe .. 57 
ches p . a8 - : . 1,343 casks, 439 on 40 on oe 39 15 533 
Pe pper and Spices . . 34 tons. 436 oe 115 oe oe oe 434 985 
Pictures and 1 Patabines : ‘ } 18 eit a ’ : ; 5 d : ; : : ; 3 yee 
Pitch, Tar, aud Resin . A ‘ 2,434 barrels. 1,153 on oo 6 a on 228 1,387 
0 pany oie aed ees ae een elmer ie ao 
. . . LO causes, oe ee ane oe oe oe 8 
Potatoes and Yams. y ; 657 tons, oe 112 | 2,163 oe oe oa oe 2,978 
Dravisions done 4 « 405 ewt. 233 12 174 2 Par 49 ee 470 
Rattans and teas : ; ‘ a a0 ne ety oy be se = ur = bis 
I) . . . / ‘uudles, ee ee y oe oe oe 
Seadiary and Harness . - ‘ : Si] cases. 10,645 60 as ee e ae 3 10,708 
rh : ‘ . ee as . 3,033 tons, 5,769 6 431 oe a 35 6,241 
Ship Chandon A) ine , 182 cases. 1,066 11 a 250] °° . 115 1,442 
ee y and Staves . 12,538 No. 97 $0 oe 15 oe 282 20 304 
ilks . . te ep . 152 eases. 5,493 se 167 45 oe oe 418 6,123 
pe attle . e 311 No, oe 45 10 a on os o 55 
Shing , Kangaroo . . 1,140 ,, on 18 | 1,403 oe oe oe oo 1,421 
Sheep . 5 . 170 bundles, oe 11 35 oe oe ve oe 46 
Seal . ; . 19 packages, is 2 5 ee On oe o 7 
Slates. : F ; ‘ . | 551,146 No, 1,787 oe oe +e oe on oe 1,787 
Soap . ‘ . . : : _ 215 ewt. 273 70 .. om oe oe 8 351 
Brandy . F 175,591 gallons. 28 ,533 85 661 633 on 206 920 31,038 
Rum . “ . 169,705, 17,504] 1,012] 3,844 40 oe 485 | 1,218 24,103 
Suita. Gin tice haces th ea 14,923 60 thal le oe 175 955 | 16,728 
p *~ Whisk abet 7 : Ss ’ 
hiskey : 13,653 ., 2,480 10 a70Alm At ae ee 3,060 
Sa band A He 05 ne oe oe ee oe oe 6 85 
. . ‘ oe ee oe ee oe oe 
Starch and Blue . ‘ i . 1,481 cases, 2,482 o 40 oe oe 10 oe 2 338 
Stationery and Books. : . 2 378 packages, 35,509 20 229 1 oe oe 258 36,077 
Sugar . duce s \ ; 635 ewl. 146 he 222 ee ee 90 254 712 
Raw. e ‘ 7,103 tons 17 ewt. 125 20 | 9,897 254 os oe 60,655 70,951 
A Tallow vag . ; C + | 241 ewt. 1 qr. 7 lbs, ve oa 240 10 o oe 56 306 
Le ih ‘ . . . sie ¥ bales, 137 e. oe os ae oe 137 
ea. : f a iihs 2 5 Ibs, 4 36 | 5,291 3 oe oe 34,193 39,527 
Deals and Battens - 7; 244 pieces, 578 . 1) a o- o. 592 
| Paling &e. . 3. 263,353 ,, . 725 91 1 oe on 25 842 
a es Chee ee er ca en ek 
5 X i ; oe we oe oe ove vs 
Sandal Wood 105 tons. = o a1| 470| -- ‘is 7 498 
Tin and midweels aso : . ne hectine 3 ve * ass ee a fe ir a. 
. * . 924 OXUS, 2 oe oa oe oe oe oe 3,22 
Tobacco, Cigars aadSouf. 924,810 Ibs, 123499 | 668| 946 37| .. | 4,404 | 18,204] 36, Si 
ortoieshe ° . . . ’ re) oe oe oe 410 oe oe oe 4\0 
Toys aud Turnery . . . aad cases, 2,395 oe 13 5 is 14 170 9,597 
Turpentine a d Varnish ; « 4,449 gallons, 1,070 oe 50 oe oe 33 j 1,154 
aan Fr Loe . . . ae baila, 2,464 oe 74 oe ve oe oe 2,538 
mbrelias and Parasols . . vases. 512 oe ee oe oe oe oe 512 
Vinegar. . 38,781 yallons, 2,319 oe oe oe os 63 ve 2,182 
Watches and Clocks . . . as a ye os 21 oe ae 39 34 909 
alebone . e . . . ecwt. ‘) ee ee oe oe ee oe 
Whaling Gear. . : . 130 cases. oe 10 oe 404 oe . es a 
Wicker Ware. . . . 5 packages. 30 og o. o8 on oe 10 40 
Wine. . ° ° a . 179,193 g-dlons. 16,814 51 811 52 on 25 6,860 24,613 
Wooten Ware - ; . _ 339 pack. Ages, 272 a 126 oe are 29 oe 427 
Wool. ‘ . . ° 15, 142 los. oa 207 30 os ate <e re 137 
Wovollens . ‘ ‘ 2,279 cases, 91,592 oa oe oe o. o 222 91,814 
Woovlpacks and Bagging . 757 bales. 12,261 os oe oe a oe ae 12,261 
Zinc . Pp . 3 18 tons 6 ewt. 143 oe 104 oe oe . 24 271 
Total Imports for the Year 1850.» «(1,070,517 | 12,385 | 1,210 | 31,827 | 11,082 Tg, 143 |198,285 |1,333,413 


Total Imports in previous Year . ‘ . {1,014,387 | 25,244 ]107,095 | 3,002 | 441,516 3,961 115,384 |1,312,589 


J. Gisses, Collector of Customs. 
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No. 26, 
IMPORTS—PORT PHILLIP DISTRICT. 


Rerors of the Quantity and Value of Articles Imported into the Port Phillip District, in the Colony of 
New South Wales, during the Year 1850. 


(oi) 


Articles Imported. Estimated Value in Pounds Sterling. 
British Colonies. 5 
t South United . 
Description. Quantity. or Wao Else- ; - Fisheries, Kpimen of nail Total. 
Zealand.| where, | **2"¢*- merce: 
£ £. £. £. £. ¥. £. es 
Agricultural Implements. ‘ 414 pkgs. 935 +e 101 ee oe oe oe 1,036 
Alkali (Soda) =. . ° ° 697 ,, 2,987 oe ee oe oe oe oe 2,987 
Apparel and Slops . . . 1,964 ,, 40,415 oe 1,666 ve oe oe 5 42,086 
Guns, &c. . e 9 30 ee on on oe ee oe 30 
Arms and Gunpowder . . ii; 865 Ibs. 883 ee 10 ee ee ee oe 893 
Ammunition. }Shot . . ° 262 pkgs. 526 ee lo oe oe oe oe 536 
Percussion Caps « nee 20 oe oe oe oe oe ee 20 
Arrowroot and Sago. . . 28,000 lbs. 143 9 101 oe e on 124 377 
Bags and Sacks . . . . 883 pkys, 14,990 oe 493 oe oe ee 2 15,485 
Bark . ° . . . . 8 tons. oe oe 20 oe ee oe oe 20 
Bellows, Smiths’ . % . ° 92 puirs. 233 oe 5 o. oe oe oe 2938 
Beer and Ale 3 ° . + | 381,150 galions. 37,166 oe 949 o* oe ee ee 38,115 
Biacking . 5 ° : A 425 pkgs. 1,379 oe oe ve oe oe 1,379 
Blankets and Counterpanes . : 145 ,, 3,219 oe 33 os ee os os 3,252 
Bran . 4 * . ; r, 2,712 bushels. ee ee 451 oe oe ee oe 451 
Bricks (Bath and Fire) . . 114,438 ,, 1,487 oe ee oe oe oe oe 1,487 
Brushware . : . e . 225 pkgs, 1,089 oe 73 oe oe 10 oo 1,172 
Butter and Cheese * 5 - 19,800 Ibs. 446 os 214 oe o. ee oe 660 
Candles. " . PF ° 35,000 ,, 1,448 oe 163 o. oe ee oe 1,611 
Candlewick . a . 5 24 bales. 204 oe oe ve oe on oe 204 
Canvas . 5 ; ° ° 112 ,, 2,699 oe 24 oe oe oe oe 2,723 
Carpeting . . . . . 40 ,, 1,543 oe 53 .. ee ve os 1,596 
Carriages and Carriage Materials . 91 pkgs. 1,354 oe 345 oa o oo 14 1,713 
Cement . . . . . 10 tons. 275 oe ee oe oe oe ee 275 
Coals ‘ . ‘ 5 . 1,138 ,, 990 oe 294 oo o- oo o- 1,284 
Coffee and Chocolate . . . 46 55 459 o 453 o- oe oe 938 1,850 
Colours, Painters’ . ° ° 1,424 pkgs, 2,295 oe 27 oe oe ws os 2,322 
Confection and Preserves . F 2 ‘is 439 oe 384 oo oe o 11 $34 
Copper ‘ . . . . 45 cases, 515 o. 72 oe oe oe 100 687 
Cordage and Rope ° ° . 1,810 pkgs, 3,236 oo 742 oi oe oe 544 4,522 
Corks and Bungs . . . 29 917 o- 143 oe ee on o. 1,060 
Cottons ~ ‘ 4 . . 1,596 x, 50,348 oe 576 oe ee oe o 50,924 
Curiosities . ° < . e Pe 20 oe 1 oe om on 1 22 
Cutlery. ‘ . . . 48 ,, 1,540 oe 10 oe ve oe oe 1,550 
Drugs and Medicines . A . 1,567 sy 10,026 oe 273 oe oe oe 8 10,307 
Earthenware and China . . 991 crates. 9,125 ee 391 ee oe .. 56 9,572 
Fire Works . . . e 1 case, oe on 6 oe oe o. ve 6 
Wish; Salt.< el open ee 2,002 pkgs, 1,605 ae 205| +. ‘a as we 1,810 
Flax and Hemp . ‘i % . Ci Mere ee 10 35 oe oe o. oa 45 
Flour and Bread . % . . 14,360 cwt. 139 on 5,017 ve o o. oa 5,156 
Souiks Dacd kas wicee te 279 tons. 5,993 as Wd) ews ae Be 21 6,155 
stud le {eters . > 5 7,603 bushels, te oe 1,362 oe oe o o. 1,362 
Furniture . . : . . 765 pkgs. 6,846 oe 554 oe ve oe 134 7,534 
Glass and Glassware. . . 1,903 ,, 6,693 oe 461 oe on on 8 7,162 
»» Looking . ‘ ’ 2% as 437 oe 10 ee or) os an 447 
Glue . e ‘ . . . 40 ,, 144 oe 3 oe oo a ve 147 
Wheat . A . 30,492 bushels. oe oe 3,873 oe oe oe o 3,873 
Grain. « {Oats . . 24,261 ,, ve oe 2,579 ee oe on oe 2,579 
Rice . . . 277,760 lbs. 876 oe 485 oe oe oe 73 1,436 
Grindery .. . . . 49 pkgs. 612 oe 63 os oe oe an 675 
Grindstones ° . . 547 No, 146 oe 48 oe oe .. o- 194 
Haberdashery * . . 2,044 pkgs, 59,792 .. 3,558 oe om o- oe 63,350 
Hardware and Ironmongery » 5 11,506 ,, 42,239 oa 1,669 oe oa oe “+ 43,908 
Hats, Caps, and Bonnets . . 353 —Cy, 6,779 oe 145 ee oe on 104 7,028 
Hay and Staw. . . . 36 tons, oe oe 85 ve oe ee . 85 
Hops . . . ; . . 107 pockets, 198 o 669 oe ee os . | 867 
Horse Hair . . : : . 27 pkgs. 540 se 81 oo .. os os 621 
Hosiery and Gloves - . . 153: 5 4,401 oe 93 os ee ee os 4,494 
Tact t Musical . . oR a S572 on 104 ee o. os 40 3,865 
nstruments { Scientific z ¢ 10" 35 204 oe 20 oe oe oe 1 225 
Tron and Steel - . oo WS 2,310 tons. 22,867 oa 786 ve a oc . 23,653 
Jewellery. * . . . 4 pkgs. 656 a8) oe oe oe oe An 656 
Lead ° ° . . 190 tons, 3,326 oe 221 o. oe a) oe 3,547 
Teather Unmanufactured =. 72 pkgs. 451 ee 373 oe oe oe 21 845 
i { Boots and Shoes. 804 ,, 12,780 te 1,820 ve on o- os 14,600 
Lime Juice . . . 40 ,, 2. os oe oe sie oe a 95 
Linens * © . : 453 ,, 12,848 o. oe ve ee .. se 12,848 
Horses . ° . 117 _ ,, ee 573 on ee ee sve 623 
Live Stock . {Sheep . 2 . 1,373 ,, 109 oe 442 oe oe ae 84 635 
i er 100 5, te e Cd eae ce +. os 95 
Lucifer Matches : . : 66 ,, 484 o. 2 on oe oe 10 496 
Machinery - . . . . 480 ,, 1,244 ee 185 oe oe o. se 1,429 
Malt . . : : : 2,607 bushels, on oe 485 oe o. se oe 485 
Marble . . . . - 35 pkys. 545 es on os oe ee om 545 
Matsand Rugs . . . . 90 bundles. 151 o. 15 oe oe t. 3 169 
Millinery . . . . 48 pkys. 1,104 on ss . o w. 1 1,105 
Molasses. . . : . 24 tons. 3 oe 69 o* oa oe oe 72 
Nails, Iron Sas eg 6,473 pkgs. 10,940 wi 796 | ies we = oe 11,736 
Oakum x . ° . . 79 bundles. 108 ee oe as ee ee ae 108 
Oars . . ¢ “es . . 8 in No. oe ve 2 or oe oe oe 2 
Oatmeal and Pearl Barley - - | 142,560 Ibs, 1,020 on 158 os on o. 10 1,188 
Sperm . , . 6 tuns, oe oe 305 oe oe ee oe 305 
Oil Baki. 48 ,, om we 20884. a ia a te ms ele 
is * ) Linseed . . 3,557 galls. 1,049 ae 12 ae } oe ae 6 1,067 
Oiive . % ‘ 978 ,; 447 oe 4: oe ab se os | oe | 489 
if 
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226 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


Return of the Quantity and Value of Articles Imported into the Port Phillip District, in the Colony of 
New South Wales, &e.—continued. 


——————————————__——_—_————— 


Articles Imported. . Estimated Value in Pounds Sterling. 
Weanstuns it From Great Sou h i Foreign 
escription. Quantity. Britain. | New: | Biss: = Fisheries,|States of 
Zealand.| where. Islands. 

£. £. £. £ & 
Oileloth . . . A ‘ 49 pkgs. 536 oe 33 oe oe 
Oilman’s Stores. F . P 9,2 aa 15,302 oe 860 oe oe 
Onions ‘ ‘ - x s 5 tons, oe oe 35 Par) ee 
Peas, Split . . : . ° 85 pkgs. 74 oe ll oe oe 
Pepper and Spices . ‘ . 167 ,, 316 oe 122 oe oe 
Perfumery . ° ” p A a 923 oa 79 oe ea 
Pipes, Tobacco. . . . 1,004 ,, 1,180 te 7 o. oe 
Pictures and Paintings : . i 627 oe 7 oe oe 
Pitch, Tar, and Resin . . » 1,692 casks. 1,668 oe 7 as oe 
Plants and Seeds . . . . 155 pkgs. 157 +. 137 oe oe 
Plate and Plated Ware . P . 13 cases. 1,020 oe ve +. ve 
Potatoes and Yams * ‘ ° 867 tons. oe oe 2,179 “es oe 
rs Preserved Mea . 1,786 lbs. 134 oe oe oe oe 
Provisions. « {ean Wie 19 tons, 6s] .« gos] .. biG 
Rattans and Canes : . . 1,490 bundles. on oo 48 o ee 
Saddlery and Harness . > . 412 pkgs, 11,612 o- 312 on oe 
Salt . a ° . ° F 1,875 tons. 3,846 oe 962 oe oe 
Saltpetre . : 4 . fs 4.5; 107 we 40 a oe 
Ship Chandlery . . . . 24 pkgs. 478 oe 30 oe on 
Shooks and Staves . . 3 3,780 bundles. 895 o. 688 o- oe 
Silks . ‘ . ' ° 43 pkgs, 2,519 oe 47 oe oo 
Neat Cattle . ° . 33 in No. oe oe P 5 oe oe 
7 Kangaroo. : ,800 , oa oe 6 oe oe 
Skim. Sheep Pikes 960 ;; Be ae SZ} « 2 
Seal. ° ‘ 480 ,, 120 o. os oe oe 
Slates . . ° . - | 375,000 ,, 2,373 oe on oe oe 
Soap . - . . . . 45 boxes. 125 oe 61 oe oe 
Brandy . . . 56,147 galls, 15,435 oe 1,351 ee ee 
Rum . . . 160,552 2” 17,770 ee 1,748 ee oe 
Spirits . 2Gin elms Re el aes 7,366 - 429| .. aa 
Whiskey . .| 23,478 ,, 5,161 a rat eS is 
Liqueurs . . 1,254 ,, 324 o. 52 o. oa 
Starch and Blue . . ° ‘ 653 boxes. 979 oe 54 se oe 
Stationery and Books . . . 1,29 .;, 20,073 oe 335 + on 
Stone je * . ‘ é 331 tons. 278 . 239 ee ee 
San Refined ° = 2,480 cwt. 3,115 +e 60 oe oe 
et “Shaw 6 ha SS 1,154 +e | 16,520] »- oe 
Tihi@ie cy anlite | abana 420 4° ee Se 450 | + Re 
Tarpaulings . . . > 1 pkg. 60 oe oe oe os 
Tea . : . ° . «| 722,824 Ibs. 727 oe 192 oe oa 
Deals and Battens . 56,185 feet. 6,893 ae 253 oe ve 
Siwn, 6 5° <s 5 264,693 -. 585 | 794 1,170 a A 
a Paling . ‘ . 12,996,284 in No. oe oe 9,25 oe ee 
Timber Vrathe |] [3593-200 ,, To ix Sete. cs ad 
Shingles . - 16,586,023 ,, oo oa 2,794 oe os 
All other ‘ « 241,349 pieces. 436 oe 788 ae ate 
Tin andTinware. Ps . 1,183 pkgs. 2,269 oe 84 oe ie 
Tobacco, Cigars, and Snuff . . | 288,100 Ibs. 15,184 40 3,303 oe se 
‘Tortoiseshell ~ : ‘ ° 10 pkgs. 452 o oe oe 
Toys and Turnery F A ° 66 ,, 512 a 10 +e oe 
Turpentine and Varnish “ z 4,000 galls. 949 ae 2 oe oe 
Umbreilas and Parasols : . 11 pkgs. 292 oe oe oe oe 
Vinezar =. . % 15,220 galls. 1,042 oe 100 oa oe 
Watches and Clocks ° x 63 cases. 651 o 7 oe oe 
Wicker Ware . . . 5 277 pkgs. 59 oe 29 oe ee 
Wine . . . : . 78,720 galls, 12,116 oe 1,217 oe oe 
Wooden Ware. . . . 1,724 pkgs. 637 oo 316 oe oe 
Woollens . . . : : 458 bales. 16 ,377 oe 1,917 oe oe 
Woolpacks and Bagging : . 1,130 ,, 18,988 oe 200 a aa 
ee 2 . ; / ‘ 19 pkgs. 163 oe es a ee 


Total Imports for the Year 1850. . - | 599,784 853 97,563 oe 


Total Imports in previous Year. . + | 356,791 102 |102,873 oe 


James Cassett, Collector of Customs. 
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EXPORTS—SYDNEY DISTRICT. 
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Rerurn of the Quantity and Value of Articles Exported from the Sydney District, in the Colony of New South 
Wales, during the Year 1850. 


Description. 


Apparel. . . . 
Bags and Sacks . . . 
Bark and Extract of Bark . 


Beer and Ale e e ne 


Blacking . . : . 


Boats. . . . ° 
Brau . . . ° ° 
Bricks . ° * . 
Butter and Cheese ‘6 A 
Candles. a ' 

Sperm . . 


Carts and Waggons. . 
Coals and Coke . . e 


Coal Tar. : . . 
Copper and Copper Regulus . 


Confection and Preserves . 
Earthenware . e ° 
Flour and Bread . . . 
Fruit . . . . . 
Furniture. ° . . 
Wheat . a 

5 Maize . . 
<r “)Barley . . 


Oats . . 
Hardware . . . . 
Hatsand Caps . . . 
Hay . . . ° . 
Honey ° ° . ° 
Hoofs, Horns, and Bones . 
Lard . ° ‘ . . 
Unmanufactured 
Ranthee + Boots and Shoes 
Horses. . 
[ Cattle . 
Live Stock .2Sheep_ . 
Goats ° ; 
Pigs . . 
Lucifer Matches . . 
Machinery . . 2 F 
Molasses. . ° =. 
Oatmeal and Oatmeal Groats . 
é Sperm e . 
i es 4 Black .  . 
Oilman’s Stores . ° . 
Pipes, Tobacco. . Fi 
Plants and Seeds . . . 
Potatues . . . ° 
Preserved Meats 
foes Salt . 
Provisions ./ P.rk, ditto %. 
Tongues, ditto . 
Hams and Bacon 


Saddlery and Haraess . . 


Antic!es Exported, 


Briti-h Colonies. South 


Sea 
Islands, 


ToGreat |—— —_,, 
Britain, New Else- 
Zealand.| where. 


Quantity. 


20 packages. 
13 bundles, 
1,295 ewt. 
62,740 yallons. 
28 cases. 
l4 
2,417 bushels. 
173,450 
147 ,952 Ibs. 
315,070 ,, 
6 boxes, 
168 


{ 31,461 tong, \ 
& 2,950 bushels. 


28 hoysheads. 
227 tons. 
423 cases, 
22 crates. 
42,100 cwt. 
1,245 packages. 
382 vs 
2,693 bushels. 
Evid 635 
10,574 = ,, 
O57) vies 
48 packages. 


i) 


33 cases, 
235 tons. 
237 ewt. 

627,118 
1,120 Ibs. 
706 cwt. 

25 trunks. 

830 
1,498 
6,814 

52 

51 


25 cases. 


“_ 


1 package. 
123 tons 6 ewr. 
9 tons 10 ewt. 
576 tuns, 
16 >? 
1,192 cases, 
1 box. 
76 packages. 
27 tons, 
4,990 cases. 
286 tons. 
22 ,, 
216", 
141 ewt. 
38 packages. 


Estimated Value in Pounds Sterling. 


United 
Fisheries.|States of 
America. 


£. 


Foreign 
States. 


£5 


Total. 


303 
4,088 
4,380 

6 
1,308 


15,558 


32 
6,432 
590 
86 
17,951 
902 
749 
463 
257 
1,564 
2,103 


694 
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Return of the Quantity and Value of Articles Exported from the Sydney District, in the Colony of 
New South Wales, &c.—continued. 
Articles Exported, Estimated Value in Pounds Sterling. 
British Colonies. South : 
Description. Quantity. aa New Else- Sea om Total. 
* |Zealand.| where, | I*!ands. 
£, &. 
Neat Cattle . . 1,531 tons, oe 24.845 
Skins \ Sheep. . . 1 package. oe 1 
Kangaroo and Opossum 1 case, oe ll 
Seal . . ° 1 package. oe 5 
Siauinst >) so Bay ate eee 9,438 cwt, 789 6,564 
Soda Water ro PS eer - 8 cases. se 12 
Specimens of Natural History . 42 ,, oe 334 
Spite. «a owe a) ere 300 gallons. ee 35 
Wa - Seen oe 19 wt. 10 40° 
Grind. F . 86 oe 37 
Stones . soe ° . . 51 oo 69 
Building . . . 960 pieces. os 273 
Sugar, Refined. ° . : 390 tons 2 ewt. 244 10,593 
Sundries. . . . . eg 209 2,964 
Tallow . - : : - | 128,090 ewt. 166,615 6 | 167,858 
(Cedar . c . | 715,039 feet. oe 180 5,655 
Pine —.. é - | 619,463 ,, on 3,767 
Hardwood. - | 529,591 ,, 520 4,165 
’ | Shingles ° . 92,900 No. o. 580 
Tinsber: 4 Paling - To) ee = 25 
; Laths - . . 12,000 ,, o. 
| Treenails and Spokes | 307,141 ,, ve 861 
| All other . . 115 houses. oe 2,081 
Tinware. - ° . . 55 cases. oe 89 
Tobacco ° . . . 197 lbs. s0 5 
Tortoiseshell 3 . . F 130 ,, =. 58 
Turnery - al " . . . 13 packages. o- 103 
Vinegars . 2 * ° 100 gallons. ve 10 
Whalebone . - . . . 3 tons 3 ewt. ae 190 
Wine. ° . : . 3s 2,081 gallons. 65 701 
Wool . : . . . + |14,270,622 ibs. oe oa 788,051 
Woollen Manufactures (Tweed). 120 cases. 1,984 oa 2,359 
Lindh cg mgr eer Sir eat 44,913 7,282 |, 158,855 
‘Total Value of Articles the Produce or Manufacture a 27,159 3,855 | 121,099 
the United Kingdom . . . . . . 
Total Value of Articles the Produce or Manufacture of } 3,767 158 15,400 
other British Dominions - 5 ; . * 406 
Total Value of Articles the Produce or Manufacture al 21,520 17 62,427 


Foreign States . . : . . . . 


Total Exports for the Year 1850 . . : 


Total Exports in previous Year . . - | 898,854 


1,038,340 | 96,003 


91,255 


13,072 |1,357, 784 


3,989 11,135,944 


97,359 


76,075 


95,473 


55,611 


J. Giszes, Collector of Customs. 
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EXPORTS—PORT PHILLIP DISTRICT. 
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Return of the Quantity and Value of Articles Exported from the Port Phillip District, in the Colony of 


Articles Exported. 


New South Wales, during the Year 1850. 


Estimated Value in Pounds Sterling. 


British Colonies, South United 
was Foreign 
Description, Quantity. oe New Else- F es Fisherios, — of Stat = Total. 
Zealand.| where. | °° 2°°* aie 

5 aH £. £, £. £. e. £. 
Apparel . . ° . r 2 packages. . 37 as oe a . 2 
Bark . e ° P) 11} tons. ct on oe oe ae on 55 
Blacking . ° . . . cask. vs 10 . oe. ae o. lu 
Bone Dust . . ° ‘ ‘ a oe 3 + oe oe . 3 
Bricks . . - . . 26,000 a 6 oo ee 19 - 25 
Butter and Cheese ° ‘ " 52,067 Ibs. oo} 1,252 oe me ee a 1,252 
Candles,Tallow .  . wt 36,240 ,, 553 “A ae 51 ae 604 
Coals and Coke . . : : 10 tons, or An oa ae 30 “yp 30 
Confection and Preserves . . 3 boxes. . 2 oe . 1 a 4 
Flour and Bread . ° ° . pifitom feewt 1 qr. ~ 1,360 ie ton 115 100 1,576 
sae 4 * . 7 ~ 16packages. oo 12 oe ee se te 12 
3 y p oe | 93 
Grain Wheat . . ° 4,271 bushels. 46 872 oie Se std 8 3 
Oats . E 695 bushels. wa 175 oe ss a emt 175 
Hoofs, Horns,and Bones. ; 146 tons, . 1 * ee oe ah a 427 
Lard . . : : 2,912 Ibs. es 32 ee ss se ace | 32 
Leather, Unmanufactured A ‘ 249 bales. . 133 os . 5 3,115 
Horses i ‘ 1 5 5 as as A cry | 3 
Live Stock { Horned Cattle . ;: 5,287 sa 12,893 am oe oe i 12,883 
Sheep . ° . 57,422 os 16,091 a «s ae oe 16,091 
Machinery . . . ° ‘ 7 pieces. +e 270 se . ‘6 ve 270 
Oil - Bleck . . . 1,070 gallons. oe 109 es o “A oe 299 
‘ Black . : : 378 Ci, ar ne oe ay a és 70 
Pictures. e : > 1 box. mS ee oe oe oe oe 20 
Plants and Seeds . . - 5 : 3 packages. oe gs 45 meat “ 17 
Potatoes. . ‘ , 25 tons. tie 106 oe o. wis es 106 
Beef . ; ‘ 975 tons 9ewt. ve 14,469 os ee 6 3380 15,074 
Provisions, ) Pork > : . 13)" 5-100 55 as 354 o- se an oe 354 
Salt Tongues . ° : 7 aie |e oe 434 ar ae 1 o's 440 
‘Hams and Bacon a Ay 2S i 215 es AO as <i 229 
Saddlery and Harness . * 2 packages. oe 5 +. oe es =p 25 
Neat Cattle : 19,951 No. ne 2,963 o Ba 3K RS 4,106 
Calf . z . 150 ,, ee 13 oe a» on te 15 
Skins. . {Sheep ¥ 20,000 ,, ° 947 oe as ae 6 1,012 
Kangaroo and Opossum 700 ,, +e 28 os oe 14 +. 58 
Goat * ° . 94, we o. ee ae oe oe 5 
Soap . F - | 130 tons 3 cwt. 2 qrs e 3,124 iF ie os 3,124 
Specimens of Natural History s 12 packages, se 15 on oe ai oe 89 
Starch ‘ : . ° 5 5 tons. 197 a ; 5 a os ars . 4 
Sugar, Refined 4 f A 2 3 ee 2 20 Gi = o. oe 20 
Tallow ° . . ° . 89, 788 cwt. 130,397 ar 2,466 . es oe oe 132,863 
Timber, Cedar. . . F 1,500 feet. . oe 17 ay oa = .. 17 
Turnery” . . . : A 2 cases. ve . .- os os oe 1 
Wine. ° r 3 e ; 18 gallons. an ws o. an a5 oe 8 
Wooden Ware: . . . > 2 cases. os oe oo <6 os +. 16 
Wool. = + |18,091,207 Ibs. os 10,298 we ae es ss 826,190 
Woollen Manufactures (Tweeds) . 2 bales. oe 60 a + +. . 60 

Total Value of Articles the Produce or Manufacture o! . 04 9 
New South Wales, including the Fisheries . : * ae ay ai 337 #20 '.-| 4,002,064 
Total Value of Articles the ree or cea of Stare 
the United Kingdom, 5 : } ad ead oF a 187 ne baccA 
Total Value of Articles the Produce or Manufacture of } 177 195 

other British Dominions . Shee oe aid ia - He : 

Total Value of Articles the Produce or Manufacture o Re nO.) 
Foreign States . 7 5 . F : . } ad me ii *P - v2 5,094 
Total Exports for the Yeaz 1850 . , - | 952,538 ae 88,259 - we | 464 535 1,041,796 
eae) ——_}—_—___ —_—. | pe: ASS ea 
Total Exports in previous Year. < - | 673,703 150 | 78,697 | 2,776 | o. 755,326 


249 


250 


NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 


230 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


No. 29. 
WHALE FISHERIES—PORT OF SYDNEY. 

Return of the Ships and Vessels engaged in the Fisheries that have visited Port Jackson 
in 1850: distinguishing those that are Colonial, British, or Foreign, with the Tonnage 
of each description, and Estimated Value of the Cargoes disposed of by the last-men- 
tioned class for payment for Repairs, Refitting, and Refreshment. 


Description and Value cf Cargo 


Descripti Vessels. 
iil wl ec Disposed of by Foreign Ships. 
Year. 
Colonial. British, Foreign. — Ron Whalebone.| Value. 
Number. Tonnage. | Number.| Tonnaye. | Number.! Tomnage, | Tuns. Tuns. Cwt, £. 
1850 14 3,313 3 952 25 7,434 57 634 os 2,208 
N.B.—W halers exempted from Port Charges, 25th February, 1851. 
J. Ginzzs, 


Collector of Customs. 


No. 30. 
IMPORTS. 


Rerorn of the Value of Imports into the Colony of New South Wales (including the ; 
District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


From British Colonies From From From 
From 2 From 
Year. *eat South S : United Forei Total. 
Seek es: New Zealand.| Elsewhere, Tienda isi States. ae, om 
£. £. £ £. £. x. £. é. 
1850 |1,670,295 | 13,2388 158,773 | 31,827 | 11,052} 8,232 |184,921 | 2,078,338 
Colonial Secretary's Office, E. Deas Tuomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. ; Colonial Secretary. 
No. 31. 
EXPORTS. 


Return of the Value of Exports from the Colony of New South Wales (including the 
District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


To British Colonies. To To To 


To To : 
Year. seat South Sea : United Foreign Total. 
aaah ae New Zealand.| Elsewhere. Telnnd Reha: Sistas, Staten ~ 
< <. =. <. £. ee <. &. 
1850 1,990,878 96,003 185,618 17,537 evs 95,937 | 13,607 | 2,399,580 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tuomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 


No. 32. 
IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


Retorn of the Value of Imports into, and Exports from, the Colony of New South Wales 
(including the District of Port Phillip), for the Year 185v. 
LLL 


Imports. 
Value of Articles, Value of Articles, Value of Articles, 
the Produce or the Produce or the Produce 
Year. Manufacture ot the Minutacture of other or Maunfacture of Total Vetue, 
United Kingdom. British Do-winions, Foreign States. 
<. < Le : 
1850 1,478,399 132,454 467,485 2,078,338 
Exronrrts. 
Value of Articles, | Value of Articles, | Value of Articles, | Value of Articles, 
‘ the Produce the Produce or the Produce or the Produce 
Hees, or Manufacture of | Manufacture of the Manufacture of other} or Manufacture of Titel Wales. 
New Swuth Wales. | United Kingdon, | British Dominions, | Foreign States, 
eS x. es =. =. 
1850 2,150,922 134,044 15,595 69,019 2,399,580 
ee 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tomson, 


Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 
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No. 33. 


IMPORT OF GRAIN. 


Return of the Quantity and Value of Grain, &c, Imported into the Colony of New South 
Wales (including the District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


« 


Total Value, 
r . Barley, Oats, Flour and Me as entered in the 
wnat Whest. san and Pease, Bread. Rice Potatoes, Returns of 
5 Imports, 
Bushels. Bushels, Bushels. Ibs. Ibs. . Tons, ae 
84,562 100 71,896 2,551,842 917,952 1,524 32, 162 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Toomson, 
Sydney, May1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 


No. 34. 
EXPORT OF GRAIN. 


Return of the Quantity and Value of Grain, &c., Exported from the Colony of New 


South Wales (including the District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


a , | Total ee 

et Barley, Oats,| Flour and entered in the 
sale abd Posie. Sead, a Raaes of 

Exports. 
Bushels. Bushels. Bushels. Ibs. Tons. £. 
6,964 1,712 20,526 | 5,003,078 52 24,204 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tuomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 


No. 35. 
IMPORT OF BUTTER AND CHEESE. 


Return of the Quantity and Value of Butter and Cheese Imported into the Colony of 
New South Wales (including the District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


Total Value, 4 
Year. Quantity. as entered in the 
Returus of Imports. 
Ibs, £. 

1850 * 33,012 1,769 
NNN 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas THomson, 

Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 
No. 36. 


‘EXPORT OF BUTTER AND CHEESE. 


Rerurn of the Quantity and Value of Rutter and Cheese Exported from the Colony of 
New South Wales (including the District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


Total Value, 

Year. Quantity. as entered in the 

Returns of Exp srts. 
Ibs. £. 

1850 200,019 5,340 
OO ee 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas THomson, 

Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 
No. 37. 


IMPORT OF LIVE STOCK. 
Return of Live Stock Imported into the Colony of New South Wales (including the 
District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


——— 
Description of Stock, 


Year. 
Horses, |Horned Cattle. Sheep. Hogs. 
a ~ Number. Number, Number. Number, 
1850 123 oe 1,384 100 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tuomson, 


Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 
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No. 38. 
EXPORT OF LIVE STOCK. 


Return of Live Stock Exported from the Colony of New South Wales (including the 
District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


Description of Stock. Total Value, as 
Year, entered in the Returns 
Horses. — and Horned Cattle| Sheep. | Hogs. | Goats. of Exports. 
ules, 
| Number, Number. Number.- Number, Number. Number. £. 
1850 | 831 6,785 64,236 51 52 44,293 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tuomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 


No. 39. 
IMPORT OF SALT MEAT. 


Return of the Value of Salt Meat Imported into the Colony of New South Wales (including 
‘the District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


Total Value, as 
Entered in the Returns 
of Imports, 
£. 
2,883 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tuomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 
No. 40. 
EXPORT OF SALT MEAT. 


Return of the Quantity and Value of Salt Meat Exported from the Colony of New South 
Wales (including the District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


Total Value, as 


Year. | Beef, Pork, Mutton, &c. | Bacon and Hams. Tongues. entered in the Returns 
. of Exports. 
Quantity. Quantity. Quantity. £. 
1,302 tons. 
1850 4,990 cases. 223 cwt. 22512 tons. 31,441 
of preserved meats. 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tuomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 
No, 41. 
IMPORT OF HIDES AND LEATHER. 


Return of the Value of Hides and of Manufactured and Unmanufactured Leather 
Imported into the Colony of New South Wales (including the District of Port Phillip), 
for the Year 1850. 


Total Value, 


Year. as entered in the 
Returns of Imports. 
£. 
1850 38,695 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tuo sn, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 


No. 42. 
EXPORT OF HIDES AND LEATHER. 


Return of the Value of Hides and of Manufactured and Unmanufactured Leather 
Exported from the Colony of New South Wales (including the District of Port Philip), 
for the Year 1850. 


Total Value, 
Year. as entered in the 
Returns of Exports. 


| £. 
1850 | 41,425 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 
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NEW SOUTH 
na. 3 WALES. 
EXPORT OF WOOL. ata 


Rerurn of the Quantity and Value of Wool Exported from the Colony of New South 


Wales (including the District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 
————eeeOO0O07X:eee ee 
| | Total Value, | 
Year. Quantity. | as entered in the | 
Returns of Exports.' 


lbs. | £. ' 
1850 32,361,829 | 1,614,241 | 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas 'THomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. rs Colonial Secretary. 
No. 44. 


EXPORT OF TALLOW. 


Return of the Quantity and Value of Tallow Exported from the Colony of New South 
Wales (including the District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


| ‘| Total Value, | 

| Year. Quantity. as entered in the | 

\Returns of Exports. 

| Cwt. | £. 

1850 | 217.818 300,721 

H | i 

t i ! i 

Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tuomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. Sait at. Colonial Secretary. 


EXPORT OF BARK. 


Return of the Quantity and Value of Bark and Extract of Bark Exported from the 
Colony of New South Wales (including the District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


Total Value, | 
Year. Quantity. as entered in the | 
Returns of Exports. 


Tons. £. 
| 1850 16 322 
EEE 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. i tyeae Colonial Secretary. 
No. 46. 


IMPORT OF TIMBER. 


Return of the Quantity and Value of Timber Imported into the Colony of New South 
Wales (including the District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


ly 7 
; | Total Value. 
Other Timber. ’ 
Tour Deals and | ae a is Ses Serial as entered 
: Battens. | st Woads | oot the 
| Sawn, &e. Wrought. | Shingles, Laths. Paling. , Returns of 
| | | Imports. 
ee: ‘ Be Sart & | Quantity, | Quantity, | Number. | Number. | Tons, | oa 
y i 2,046 ? ! 
1850 { 56°185 fear "245; 288 pieces |t ‘ 6,616,023 |3,893,200 ice | 105 | 38,048 
i 


\ | 


E. Deas THomson, 
Colonial Secretary. 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. 


No. 47. 
EXPORT OF TIMBER. 


Return of the Quantity and Value of Timber Exported from the Colony of New South 
Wales (including the District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


i Ravnt Total Value, 
Year. Cedar. Bae see So, and other Ripsicud By entered in the 
eturns of Exports, 
Quantity. Quantity. Number, é. 
1,149,054 feet, 115 houses, | 
1850 716,539 superficial feet ¢| 92,900 shingles, 2,180 paling, |> 307,141 17,155 
| 12,000 laths. i| 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, 


E. Deas Tomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. 


Colonial Secretary. 
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No. 48. 


EXPORT OF OIL. 


Return of the Quantity and Value of Oil, &c., Exported from the Colony of New South 
Wales (including the District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


Whalebone. Seal Skins. 


| 
| i 
| 
| 


Total Value, 
as entered in the 
Returns of Exports.) 


Year. | Sperm Whale. Black Whale. 


——! 


| Tuns. H Tuns. Tons. Cut. | Quantity. | £. 
1850 5804 | 174 3 15 1 case | 29 , 368 
i) 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas THomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 
No. 49. 


SHIPPING INWARDS. 


Return of the Number and Tonnage of Vessels Entered Inwards, in the Colony of New 
South Wales (including the District of Port Phillip), in the Year 1850. 


F From British Colonies. From F | From =, From 
Year| Bi A : South Sea | 5, Apes | United | Foreign Totals. 
BORE: TEMIRSB- Now Zesiand.| dtisewhere Islands. a igete | States. | States. 
I “| . 
| No Tons. | No| Tons. | No.| Tons. | No.| Tons. | No.| Tons. |"No.| Tous. No.| Tons. | No,| Tons, 
1850 ‘a me 83 | 14,826 O14 59,937 | 22 |2,755 | 38 |10,432 | 60 [17,848 | 52 |17,499 (976 |234,215 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Txomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 
No. 50. 


SHIPPING OUTWARDS. 


Rerurn of the Number and Tonnage of Vessels Entered Outwards, in the Colony of 
New South Wales (including the District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


a EEE EET SS SnD 
! 
To British Colonies. To v | To | To 
Year, G ia tai ae See ____| South Sea Fistaeclon | United | Foreign Totals. 
in. ae 

sareak SENSE New Zealand.| Elsewhere. | ‘slands. | | States | States. 

No.| Tons. | No.| Tons. | No.| Tons. | No. Tons. | No. Tons. | No.| Tons. [No Tons. | No.| Tons. 
1850 | 94 | 44,956 |106 22,736 {581 92,275 | 27 |4,018 | 43 |27,508 | 88 |28,130 | 73 pane 1014/2638, 849 


ial Secretary’s Offic E. Deas THomson, 
pay > eh 8 Colonial Secretary. 


Sydney, May 1, 1851. 


No. 51. 


VESSELS REGISTERED. 


Return of the Number of Vessels Built and Registered in the Colon of New South 
Wales (including the District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


Vessels Registered. 


Vessels Built. 


Number. Tons. Number. Tons. 


39 1,837 120 9,196 


i ’s Offi E. Deas THoMsON, 
Rear roi fs . iss1, Colonial Secretary. 
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No. 52. 
AUCTION DUTY. 


Return of the Amount of Auction Duty paid into the Colonial Treasury of New South 
Wales (including the District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


Year. Amount of Duty. Amount of Sales. 
Seek aed: £. Ss 
1850 5,718 411 | 1,148,649 3 4 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tuomson, 
Sydney, May 1,185]. Colonial Secretary. 
No. 53. : 


LAND SALES. 


Return of the Amounts received from the Sale of Crown Lands in the Colony of New 
South Wales (including the District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1580. 


Amount. 


= s. d. 
156,698 0 6 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas THomson, 
Sydney, May 1,1851. : Colonial Secretary. 


No. 54. 
MORTGAGES ON LAND—SYDNEY. 


Return of the Number and Amount of Mortgages on Land, in the Colony of New South 
Wales, Registered at Sydney, for the Year 1850. 


ti 
Lent on Town Lands, Lent on Country Lands, nant on —— Se Goasty Totals. 

CO} @ i 1) ae Chel Go. 1) >) eel etlin Bie ae eee ee 
Number of Amount. Number of Amount, Number of| Amount. Number o Amount, 
Mortgages, Mortgages. Mortgages, Mortgages. 

£. a. dd. Sa ti Bs oe ae a a d. 

1850 184 83,890 15 0 112 50,873 7 6 14 7,258 8 0} 310 142,022 10 6 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Sydney, May 1, 185). 


No. 55. 
MORTGAGES ON LAND—PORT PHILLIP. 


Return of the Number and Amount of Mortgages on Land, in the Colony of New South 
Wales, Registered at Port Phillip, for the Year 1850. 
S| = ET aN Lane Sr ERG Oi Gu co AER Ae ee 


Lent on Town Lands. | Lent on Country Lands, wake ig ie! Saantey | Totals.” 
Year air ee Ls oe a ae | ce et. 
Number o: Amount, (Numberof| Amount, Number of, Amount. Number of; Amount. 
Mortgages. ‘Mortgages. Mortgages. Mortgages. 
ee ee wae SS eS eee eet oe 
Pat td £A aon: £0 ee ae ae 2 
1850 247 96,689 10 6 141 50,861 7 4 9 7,147 2 3 | 397 | 154,698 O 1 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. 


: No. 56. 
PREFERABLE LIENS ON WOOL. MORTGAGES ON LIVE STOCK.—SYDNEY. 


Return of the Number and Amount of Preferable Liens on Wool, and of Mortgages on 
Live Stock, in the Colony of New South Wales, Registered at Sydney, for the Year 
ending December 31, 1850. 


_ Preferable Liens on Wool. Mortgages on Live Seock, 


ere of | Amount of Liens, Amount Lent. 


Sg 

a] 

4 & Number of | Number of | Number of 
§ 5 Sheep.- Cattle. Horses. 
a 


a: id. 


= a ds ey 8 sy) vad 
1850 | 187 {1,148,344 | 82,731 0 0 


163 | 639,765 | 54,481 | 770 | 118,987 0 1 


N.B.—When any sum has been secured both by a Lien on the Wovl and by a Mortgage of the Sheep, the amount has 
been included under the head of Mortgages only. 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, 


Sydney, May 1, 1851. 
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No. 57. 
PREFERABLE LIENS ON WOOL. MORTGAGES ON LIVE STOCK.—PORT PHILLIP. 


Return of the Number and Amount of Preferable Liens on Wool, and of Mortgages on 
Live Stock, in the Colony of New South Wales, Registered at Port Phillip, for the 
Year ending December 31, 1850. 


| Preferable Liens on Wool. Mortgages on Live Stock, 


este | 3 g Number of ny tof Li | 5 & Number of | Nnmber of] Number of] 4 L 
H 2:5 Sheep. mount of Liens, E = | Sheep. Cattle. Sioisea mount Lent. 
i@ Ze | 
| EY ae di ce. «ae 
1850 | 105 |1,141,383 | 18,420 9 91] 1382 770,379 | 56,708 871 224,059 15 3 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. 


No. 58. 
CONVICTIONS. 


Return of the Number of Convictions in the Supreme Court and Courts of Quarter 
Sessions of New South Wales (including the District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


| Felonies. Misdemeanors. 
Total 
Year. a Conrts of a Courts of Number of 
| so andes : Quarter Total. se aide id Quarter Total. Convictions, 
| ‘ Sessions. Sessions. 
ee | res, 
| 248 116 666 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tuomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 


No. 59. 
CRIMINALS EXECUTED. 


Rercrn of the Number of Criminals Executed in the Colony of New South Wales 
(including the District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tuomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 
No. 60. 
LITIGATION. 


Rerurn of the Number of Civil Cases Tried in the Supreme Court of New South Wales 
(including the District of Port Phillip), for the Year 1850. 


Before Two Magistrates, 


Before Juries of Twelve. | 4xcessors, and Juries of Four. 


Defended 
Cases. 


Undefended 


Common. | Special. ay 


117 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tuomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 
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No. 61. 


REVENUE. 
Return of the Revenue of the Colony of New South Wales, for the Year 1850. 


SS 
i} 


Head of Revenue. 


General REVENUE. 


Customs . . 
Duty on Spirits Distilled i in the Colony . . 
Port and Harbour Dues . : . 

Land Sales é 5 x ' . 
Rents (exclusive of Land) 


Assessment on Stock . . : . 
Auction Duty . : . oe ee 
Licenses . ‘ . ‘ . : 
Postage . A 5 
Fines and Forfeitures . : 5 ‘ . 
Fees of Office. : " : 5 . 
Sale of Government Property . 
Reimbursements in aid of EB xponses incurred by 
Government . ; 5 : : 4 
Miscellaneous Receipts ° . . . 


‘Total General Revenue and Receipts . 


TerritorraL REVENUE. 


Proceeds of the Sale of Crown Lands. 
Land and Immigration Deposits 
Leases and Licenses to occupy Crown Lands . 
Licenses to cut Timber on Crown Lands 
Quit Rents and Redemption of Quit Rents 
Rents of Government Quarries and Premises 
Proceeds of Sales, Reimbursements, &c. 


Proceeds of the Sale of Land and Immigration 
Debentures. : ‘ : 
Immigration Remittances. . . 
Total Territorial Revenue and Receipts 


Church and School Estates¢Fund . , 


Total Revenue and Receipts .« 


Sydney, or Port Phillip, or 

Middle District. Ssathsrn ‘District Dita 
eee aed: ese leds fase Od. 
. 142,819 O 9} 76,478 18 10 219,297 19 4 
| 2,850 1 0 ae 2,850 1 (0 
5,542 15 10 2,932 7 8 8,415 3° 1 
11,738 0 0 TIS I ooee0 0 
4,363 8 3 2059-3 03 6,615) 11 6 
16,715 18 6 | 12,655 15 11 | 29,371 14 5 
3,583 9 2 2,184 15 9) 5,718 4.11 
29,563 2 31 10,037 15 1 {| 39,600 17 4 
13,646 5 9 655208 1-(Os SO Pig 1S 
2,549 12 10 877 0. 8 3,426 13 6 
10,752 3 0 8,795 19 1)19,548 2 1 
465 17 9 23° 6° 07; 489 3 9 
2,194 12 5 35 18 9 2,230 11 '2 
hog Ds ee 30 18 3 192 9 10 
247,573 2 1 |122,781 0 a eed ie aD 


21,674 6 11 | 29,972 13 7 | 51,647 0 6 
350 0 0/| 92,968 0 0| 93,318 0 0 
34,753 3 7 | 12,287 19 6 | 47,041 3 1 
473 0 0 952 10 0 1,425 10 0 
6,209 7 3 2, 6,209 7 3 
196 1 0 50 0°,0.|;. 246° 4 6 
352 7.14 2914 3 382 1 4 
{ 


64,008 5 10 (136, 260 17 4 |200,269 3 2 


isto eval. 51,911 6 3 
339 0 0| — 339 0 0 
122,264 12 1 136,260 17 4 58,5 2 9 5 
4,832 3 0 4,832 3 0 


374,669 17 2 259,041 17 8 (638,711 14 10 


RR Nt TE SEES, 


Balances of Revenue on 3lst December, 1849 :— 


General Revenue, including 6,106/. 3s. 2d. unexpended 


under Schedules B and C. 
Territorial Revenue. 
Church and Schoo! Estates Fund 


Audit Office, Sydney, 
June 16, 1851. 


. £17,451 7 5h 
87,591 16 10 
22,159 13 5 


. . . . 


Total . 


. 187,202 17 84 


Wo. Lirucow, 
Auditor-General. 
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No. 62. 
EXPENDITURE. 
Return of the Expenditure of the Colony of New South Wales, for the Year 1850. 


. Sydney, o Port Phillip, o 
Hams of Hepanditare, Middle District. Southern District, wath 

Charged on the General Revenue. ones peuetds Wire a es 
Civil Establishment . : ‘ * R 27,224 9 9] 89,797 13 11 
Judicial Establishment ; ; ¢ ; 7,325 9 8 | 34,049 1 9 
Police Establishment . a 5 ‘3 15,297 17% 1 | °o7,683 19 7 
Gaol and Penal Establishments 5 - 3,583 17 10 | 15,555 17 10 
Medical Establishment 3 A i ; L099 1° 21 "65219 Io. 0 
Ecclesiastical Establishment : F ‘ 2,682 8 4 | 30,561 12 8 
Orphan School Establishments . é 2,710 911 


——__. 


Miscellaneous. 
Pensions . : . F z : A 1,935 18 6 1,935 18 6 
Charitable Allowances Ri ae : - | 4,314 10 8 6,014 10 8 
Grants in aid of Public Institutions < 7 500 0 O §50 0 0 
Education e j é é f orl Ese ST Ts 19 15,640 14 9 
Public Works and Buildings = - | 16,067 15 8 S6,7718 7 5 
Roads, Streets, and Bridges . ; rs > |: 67856, 17 6 15,693 17 4 
Drawbacks and refund of Duties . é ‘ 2,256 4 0 2,396 3 7 
Revenue and Receipts returned : . 9700 2. ih 11,844 6 8 
All other Miscellaneous Disbursements . 7,782 19 5 S5207 10 


‘ 


Total Amount charged on the General 
Revenue . ‘ , FE a 


Charged on the Territorial Revenue. 


Survey, Sale, and Management of Crown Lands 1 
Immigration . - - 5 “ 4 
Aborigines > 7 é ‘ 3 A 1 gees 4 ly fea fs a | 9 
Miscellaneous . : ‘ . “ . Fs10) 5 P| 5,001 5 5 
Revenue and Receipts returned. c . 325 15 3 


Total Amount charged on the Terri- 
torial Revenue . : ‘ js 


125,766 0 6]| 99,449 9 10 |225,215 10 4 


Charged on the Church and School Estates 


Fund. : 
Management, Churches, Schools, &. . | 3,608 13 10 2, 3h 10 6| 5,920 4 4 
Total Expenditure P E; 369,841 15 10 |197,323 4 5 |567,165 0 3 
Audit Office, Sydney, Wo. Lirucow, 
June 16, 1851. Auditor-General. 
No. 63. 
COIN. 


Return of Coin in the Colonial Treasury, the Military Chest, and the several Banks, on 
the 3lst December, for the Year 1850. 


Year. Colonial Military Chest. Banks. Total. Tnerease on Decrease on 
Treasury. previous Year. | previous Year. 
£.. fd Ses. ire Soe a Cas Baek 280 ids ec. wedemuees 

1850 * 4,301 11 9 666,551 7 2 670,852 18 11 | 27,394 9 0 . 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, E. Deas Tuomson, 
Sydney, May 1, 1851. Colonial Secretary. 
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Tarwe A. 
Avrragn Prices of Wages, Merchandise, and Produce. 


Prices in 


Ist Jannary to] Ist April to Ist July to Ist October to 


31st March, 30th June. | 30th September.) 31st December. 

Wheaten Flour + . per 100 lbs, 8s. 3d. to 8s, 9d. | 8s. 3d. to 8s, 9d, 1@s, 3d. 9s, 3d. 
Wheat sc sie + « per Imp. bushel oi igetts ays ds, 9d. 4s. 7d, 
Wheaten Bread . . « © per loaf of 2'lbs. 3d. 23d, 3d, 33d. 
Horned Cattle + © « » per head 31, to 51. 10s. | 31. to 5/, 10s. | 31. to 51. 10s. | 31. to 5, 10s. 
Horses « 6s « «© «« each 10/. to 181. 101. to 181. 101. to 181. 101. to 187, 
Sheep. «3 + + « per head 5s. 6d. 6s, 5s. 7s. 6d. 
Goaté a a aw ies each 10s. to ls. 10s. to lds. 10s, to 15s, 10s. to 15s, 
Switie «a. cea b ele dae 12. 10s. to 41. | 11. 10s. to 4/, | 12. 10s. to 42, | 11. 10s. to 4/. 
Milk 2 je @ se © © Per quart 4d, 4d. 5d. 6d. 
Butter, Fresh . . . « «© perlb. Is, 2d, Is, Is, 10d. 

yn Bale “Wide AS ce ere ls, 10d. 10d. 8d. 
heeee is es os a eee Bos : ae a * Os ee a 8 
BOGE: Wont We dae oe es may ca es 24d. 24d. 3d. 3d. 
Matton © se) aie 3 os 55 23d. 24d. 3d. 3d. 
Pork PP irct. (6 i. tt aa es 6d. 6d. 7d, 8d. 
PA ee, ee ey Ae ee 2d. 2d. 2d, 2d, 
Coffees. i fos %) wa) 55 8d. to 10d, 8d. to 10d. 10d. 10d, 
Tea. WSs si cede a sieht ce «lee 5 1s. to 1s. 2d. Is, to 1s, 2d, Is. to 1s, 2d. Is. to 1s. 2d. 
Sugar, Moist 20s % ss. 58 3d. 3d. d. 3d. 
Salty. We. Simp ace ted ka Lees Sak 14d. ld. ld. ld. 
Wine, Cape . . . . « pergallon | 2s, 6d. 2s. 6d, 2s. 6d. 2s. 6d. 
Rum, Colonial, «3 % «© «© 55 9s. 9s, 9s, 9s. 
Brandy. +» + « ‘e rs lds. 14s, 14s, lds, 
Beer, Colonial . i Pees 1s. Is. Is, Is. 
Tobacco, Imported + per Ib. 3s. 6d. 3s, 6d, 3s. 6d. 3s. 6d. 

s34 Colonial . ite lc tes 55 Is. Is, Is, Is. 
Wacaes ror Lazour. 

, Male. . . .» perannum 161. to 301. 161. to 302. 151. to 301. 151. to 301. 
Domeatic {Female BO cette 101, 8s. to 26/, | 101, 8s, to 261. | 81. to 201. al. to 201, 
Preual wOGiae ys So tee Ss 14]. to 171. 141, to 171. 151. to 181. 151. to 181, 
Trades: st bevtres tobe: fs ie> wyiiy 201. to 301. 201. to 301, 201. to 301. 201. to 301. 

>» in the City + per diem 4s, to Ss. 4s. to 5s. 5s. to 5s, 6d. | 5s. 6d. to 6s, 


(Signed) 


Joun M‘Lerte, J.P., Superintendent of Police, 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


(No. 48.) No. 31. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor F'1rzGeratp to Earl Grey. 


Government House, Perth, April 30, 1851. 
My Lorp, (Received 21 July 1851.) 

I nave the honour to transmit the Blue Book for the past year, and to 
submit the accompanying statistical statement with reference to this province 
for that period. 

2. This statement, my Lord, bespeaks a degree of progress and prosperity 
unexampled heretofore in this colony, more especially so in commerce, ship- 
ping, and agriculture in some small degree. 

3. It cannot be questioned for a moment that the important changes intro- 
duced by the measures of your Lordship in making this a penal settlement, in 
accordance with the expressed wish of the settlers at large, accompanied as it 
has been, so judiciously, by a corresponding amount of free labour then and 
now so much wanted, has contributed largely to these desirable results. I 
must not, however, omit to state that the recent discovery of large tracts of 
good pasture country in the northern district, in connection with the finding as 
far as can be judged, of an inexhaustible supply of galena, has not been 
without its effect, in giving hope where none previously existed, and stimu- 
lating the desponding to renewed exertion in the further development of the 
resources of the colony. 

4, The amount of capital circulated in connection with the convict expen- 
diture, is being generally felt, with marked advantage by all classes of the 
community ; but more particularly by the agriculturist and stock-holder, who 
have now held out to them, for the first time since the occupation of the 
province, a certain remunerative market, encouraging an improved system of 
agriculture, and greater care and interest in the management and breeding of 
stock of every kind. 

In the breeding of horses, which from the high character established by 
those already sent to India from this colony, we have certainty of a large, and 
never failing demand from that market, but principally from the Madras Pre- 
sidency, where an association is already established with the view of effecting 
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measures, through their agents lately arrived in this colony, of ultimately 
obtaining the whole supply of horses from this province for the cavalry of that 
presidency, which, if found attainable, will lead, it is understood, to the 
breaking up of the breeding stud in that quarter. I forbear, however, going 
into further particulars just now on this point, as when the measures in pro- 
gress reach a more certain state of maturity, I shall have the honour to address 
your Lordship more fully upon the whole subject. 

5. The discovery of guano on the islands that dot Shark’s Bay, combined 
with other causes, have led to an unusual increase in the amount of shipping 
and tonnage that have visited our principal port. From the returns of tonnage 
inwards and outwards I find that— 


Tons. 
In 1849 the former was. : , : : 7,952 
In 1850 it amounted to. ; : , . 415,988 
Shewing an increase in favour of 1850, of — . 8,036 
In 1849 the outward tonnage was. , ‘ 8,145 
In 1850 it amounted to 3 : : : : 14,748 


Showing an increase above that of 1849, of . 6,603 


6. Agriculture, I regret to find, has not kept pace with the general progress 
of the colony with reference to its increasing extent of cultivation as compared 
with past years. This I can only account for from the general past depression 
discouraging to all, from the want of demand, in connection with the high 
rate of labour as compared with the prices realised hitherto for farm produce 
in this colony. The present rise, however, in the staple of the colony, wool, 
combined with the certain demand occasioned by the introduction of convicts 
and its corresponding amount of free labour, will, I have little doubt, stimu- 
late anew the agricultural interests to prove themselves worthy of the occasion 
and the opportunity ; the more especially looking at the high prices of bread 
stuffs just now in the neighbouring colonies, which have hitherto in part sup- 
plied our wants, thus proving themselves successful competitors to the agricul- 
tural interests of the colony even in our own ports. This isa state of things I 
feel assured from the movement now making for the extension of cultivation, 
and from the expected supply of labour, that will not in all probability occur 
again. 

"a Tn population, that positive wealth of all new countries, I find our increase 
has been more than threefold that of any other year for the last ten years, 
without including the penal establishment. Still, never was the colonist more 
at the mercy of the labourer, or a supply of labour more wanted to meet the 
demand than at the present moment, as is shown by the exorbitant rate of 
wages now being demanded, ranging between 4s. and 5s. a-day for a day 
Jabourer, and from 7s. to 10s. for a mechanic; all proving, my Lord, the 


onward progress of Western Australia. 


Population, in 1849, exclusive of military was. 4,654 
Whilst, in 1850, exclusive of military and bond, 

it amounted to . ‘ : : , A 5,293 

Being an increase of .. : ‘ 639 

Population in 1850. é : ; . : 5;293 

Military :-— 

Troops of the line. : ; ’ . 109 
Women . , ; . : : ; 19 
Children . ‘ : : ‘ : eee 
Enrolled pensioners . . , ‘ Ak cae 
Pe women ‘ ; , ‘ ts. ACF 
& children. ; : b «. 126 

— 441 

Convicts. ‘ ; ; F , : ; 170 


Making a total population of . : 5,904 
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8. The imports in 1850 also nearly show a double amount over that of the 
previous year :— 


£. ee dd. 

Imports in 1849 : : 2 : we2e bod eon 4 
ii in 1850 F : ‘ . ..5235)e 7 9 
Being an increase of . ‘ £23,817 4 5 


In the exports I regret to note a small falling off as compared with the pre 
ceding year :— 


£. a 
Exports in 1849 : : , ‘ . 26,156 17 0 
» in 1850 : ° ‘ ; . 22,134 15 3 


Showing a decrease against 5 O of £4,022 1 9 

This may be accounted for principally in the export of Sandal-wood which 
in 1849 amounted to 10,7101, while in the year 1850, in consequence of the 
market being glutted, it only valued 1,220/. In the export of horses and sheep 
I also regret to notice a diminution of nearly 3,000/., arising, I have little 
doubt, from the want of opportunity of exporting, from the scarcity of vessels 
during the first six months of the year. 

It is gratifying, however, my Lord, to observe that these deficiencies, in what 
may be termed incidental exports, entirely dependant upon the demand of our 
neighbouring markets, have been in a great measure counterbalanced by the 
increased value of the export of our staple commodity wool, which— 


Sn gs ita, 
In 1849 realized only ; : , bu B BOL. 37.0 
In 1850 it amounted to. ‘ % . 15,482 14 10 


Showing in fayour of 1850 a sum of . £6,881 11 10 


attributable to the more healthy state of the market at home, and to greater 
care being taken in preparing the wool for shipment, whereby it has com- 
manded greater attention and readier purchase by the wool broker. 

9. This unusual amount of imports has not been without its corresponding 
result on the revenue :— 


Bee ow 
Revenue in 1849. : . : t 9,596 12 9 
“ im 1850" ©! . : ; : 12;365 14 9 


Being an increase in favour of 1850 of £2,769 2 0 


10. This increased amount of revenue has enabled the Goverment to extend 
its operations in public works to an extent hitherto unknown, as your Lordship 
will perceive by a reference to the Blue Book.* 

11. Among the most important of these works must be classed the comple- 
tion of the lighthouse on Rottenest, its lantern and revolving apparatus which 
will be lit up for general advantage I trust within a month, giving a good 
steady revolving light, that may be seen at minute intervals some 12 or 14 
miles. The further supply of catoptric lamps will, I trust, make its power of 
light so increased as to be seen some 20 or 25 miles at sea. The next work 
in importance has been the beaconing of some dangerous hidden rocks that 
interrupt the passages to the different anchorages; three of these have been 
beaconed this season, and if found to resist the severe trial they will have to 
encounter from our winter gales, I do not despair of beaconing the remaining 
number that may be deemed to be dangerous to ships entering the port of 
Freemantle, by the close of the year. 

The bridge over the Canning, one of the greatest magnitude in the colony, 
though noticed in the Blue Book of 1849, has only been completed perfectly 
within the year 1850. This bridge I consider of a very useful character, 
giving a high road each day in the year to Freemantle, which could not be 
said during the existence of the ferry-boat over the Swan, across which it was 
sometimes, in violent weather, prevented from plying for days and days, thus 
shutting off all communication with our principal port; and when it is consi- 
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dered that Freemantle is to be the principal convict depot, its importance as a 
public work becomes considerably enhanced. I am also happy to inform your 
Lordship that with native prison labour a marked improvement has been 
effected on the public roads throughout the colony; but more especially those 
leading to the agricultural districts, to the evident satisfaction of the farming 
interests. 


Expenditure. 
wo 6 th, 
In 1849 the general expenditure was . “20,823 2 4 
In 1850 it amounted to. . : -. 9,954 "8 5& 
Showing a decrease in 1850 of . , £868 13° Tl 


12. This diminished expenditure in the face of an increasing revenue has 
arisen principally from two causes; the first being the liquidation of the greater 
part of outstanding distillation claims in the year 1849, and secondly, the 
partial payments only for public works which, though largely undertaken in 
the year 1850, have been in a great degree paid for during the first quarter of 
the year 1851, being the time of their completion. 


Mines and Minerals. 

13. In mines and minerals there is little new to report, save that the Com- 
pany have at last commenced working the lead mine on the Murchison, and 
that all gives promise of an inexhaustible supply of galena, and when the 
smelting apparatus written for arrives from England, I have little doubt the 
Company will be able to export lead (not ore) with remunerative advantage, 
both to India and China, notwithstanding the drawback as to distance from the 
coast. This mine, your Lordship will bear in mind is 70 miles from the 
nearest port; not so, I am happy to say, with the galena, which has been dis- 
covered within the last two months, as also specimens of copper ore on the banks 
of the Bowes River, only 25 miles from the beach of Champion Bay. This 
latter district, in the opinion of those most experienced in mining explorations, 
gives indication that the whole will prove a mineral district, having the advan- 
tage over that of the Murchison of being only one-third of the distance from 
the port of shipment. One eighty-acre section of this has been already sold to 
parties who, I trust, will soon commence their operations. 


Timber. 

14. Those who have speculated in felling timber for export have, I regret to 
say, met with considerable discouragement from the rejection by the Admiralty 
(and private firms) of the jarra or mahogany already sent from the colony in 
1850; but I am glad to think that a demand for some woods (chiefly the tuart, 
a species of white gum), peculiarly adapted from their toughness for gun-car- 
riages, is likely to be made from the Presidency of Madras; specimens have 
been sent there with that view by the agents of the Association already spoken 
of as residing in this colony. 

Fisheries. 


15. I regret not being able to report, even an average success in killing fish 
during the last season; the oil from which has only reached the value of 
2,305/., while in former years it occasionally amounted to between 4,000/ to 
5,000/., yet, my Lord, the fault is not with our sea-port community, as I was 
glad to see no want of energy or exertion attributable to any, but the fish 
proved for the season unusually scarce on this part of the coast. 


Taxes, &c. 
16. The taxes in this colony are all levied under the authority of Acts of the 
Colonial Legislature, and consist of the following :— 

On Spirits of British production and manufacture imported from any 
part of the British dominions, a duty of 8s. per gallon; of foreign 
produce and manufacture from any part of the British dominions 
a duty of 10s.; if from any foreign state 12s. a gallon. 

On Wine, the produce of any part ofthe British empire, a duty of 
6d. a gallon, and the produce of any other place 1s. 6d. a gallon. 

On Segars and Snuff, a duty of 5s. on every lb. weight imported. 

On Tobacco: On leaf tobacco, a duty of 3d. per pound. On tobacco 
boiled down in bond, to be used as a sheep wash, 1d. per pound, 
and on every other kind of tobacco a duty of 1s. per pound. 
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On Live Stock imported from any part of the British dominions an ad 
valorem duty of 5 per cent., and imported from any other place 10 
per cent. 

On Goods and Merchandize imported from any part of the British 
dominions, and not otherwise charged with a specific duty, an ad 
valorem duty of five per cent. Imported, and not otherwise charged 
with a specific duty, the growth, produce, or manufacture of any 
foreign state, a duty of 10 per cent., according to value. 


The following goods are exempt from duty :— 


All military and naval stores required for Her Majesty’s Service. 

All bottles imported full. 

Bullion and coin. 

Staves and hoops for casks. 

Trees and rooted plants. 

Personal bagge of immigrants. 

Articles of naval and military uniform imported by officers stationed 
within the colony for their own use, and goods specially exempted 
by the Governor. 


17. The internal revenue is derived from— 

A duty of 24 per cent. on amount of sales by public auction. Of 
1 per cent. on the transfer of landed property. 

License to sell spirits by retail, in quantities not less thanone gallon, 
101. Publicans 25/. and 10/, according to position. To sell by 
auction in Perth and Fremantle 10/., elsewhere 5/. 

License to practise in Civil Court 27, 4/., and 6/. per annum, according 
to previous practice and qualification. 

License to keep dogs, from 7s. 6d. to 1l. 1s., according to sex and 
description. 

License to cut sandal-wood for each pair of sawyers 2/. 10s. a month, 
and 1/. 5s. a month each additional man employed. 

License to cut timber 20/. per annum per square mile. 

License to occupy Crown lands 5/. per annum, and 10s. each 1,000 
acres; more than 20,000 will not be leased in one block. 

License to ply boats 10s. to 21. per annum, according to tonnage. 

Warehouse rent 2d. to 1s. per week, according to package. 

Postage inwards 4d. to 8d., according to weight; ship, 8d.; over- 
land, wid Singapore, ls. 

Rottenest salt, 2/. per ton. 

Crown lands, \/. per acre. 


Town allotments in— 


Perth, according to positicn . . £12 to £22. 
Fremantle. : ; F ome 
Bunbury ; , : ; ‘ 10 
York - H : : : ; 6 
Guildford (2-acre lots) . : wren = LA 
« (smaller) ‘ : : 7 
Geraldton (on the Murchison) 2M 16 
Toodyay : : ; 5 
Town allotments in— 
Northam é F . ; eG 
Albany . f é 2 : : 15 
Vasse  . 2 ; , 4 5 
Rockingham . ‘ ‘ ; ; 5 
All other town sites : 3 : 3 


The tolls and dues chargeable at the Perth Jetty were farmed during the 
past year for the sum of 50/., and at the Perth Causeway for 60/. per annum. 

A small revenue is derivable from judicial fines. 

18. The Judicial Establishment is without change since last report. 

19. The following Ordinances have been passed by the Legislative Council 
during the year :— 

14th Vict., No. 1. To protect Justices of the Peace from vexatious 
actions for acts done by them in the execution of their office. 
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No. 2. To provide for the Establishment of a scale of Pilotage Fees to 
light dues. 

No. 3. Adopting an Act of the Imperial Parliament for the removal of 
defects in the Administration of Criminal Justice. 

No. 4. To facilitate the performance of the duties of the Justices of the 
Peace out of Quarter Sessions in Western Australia, with respect 
to persons charged with Indictable Offences. 

No. 5. To facilitate the performance of the duties of Justices of the 
Peace out of Sessions in the Colony of Western Australia, with 
respect to summary conviction and orders. 

No. 6. To provide for the due Custody and Discipline of Offenders 
transported to Western Australia, and of certain classes of Offenders 
sentenced therein to transportation. 

No. 7. To regulate the collection of Tolls. 

No. 8. To regulate the grazing of Cattle and other Stock kept in 
towns. 

No. 9. To regulate the keeping and carriage of Gunpowder. 

No. 10. For the naturalization of Thomas Frederick Gilman. 

No. 11. To extend the Law of Quarantine. 

No. 12. For the disposal of Balances of Estates of deceased persons 
remaining unclaimed in the hands of the Public Administrator. 

No. 13. To facilitate the apprehension in Western Australia of Offenders 
who may have escaped there from any of the neighbouring Colonies 
of Australasia. 

No. 14. For licensing Carts and Carriers. 

No. 15. To provide for the improvement of Towns in Western Australia. 

No. 16. To ‘provide for the payment of certain unforeseen Expenses 
during the year 1850. 


Gaols, Se. 


20. Our gaols are limited in proportion to the wide extent of the province, 
as we can be said (exclusive of the Penal Establishment) to possess but two, 
one at Fremantle, and the other at King George’s Sound, both substantial 
buildings though of small capacity. Fortunately, if we except the Parkhurst 
lads and the aborigines, we have not had much occasion to use them during 
the year, there not having been a single conviction of a white person throughout 
the colony of any serious offence ; the time is coming, however, I fear, when 
we can scarcely expect to continue in the enjoyment of this immunity; the 
Government are, therefore, contemplating the erection, without delay, of a good 
and capacious gaol within the townside of Perth, as also one at Bunbury, the 
great difficulty being just now to obtain mechanics of any kind, so pre-engaged 
is every description of labour, from the amount of buildings in progress to a 
degree hitherto unequalled, proving the advancing condition of the colony. 


Education. 


21. This important consideration has not been neglected, and I have cause 
to be satisfied with the ability and zeal shown by the Central Board, aided as 
they are efficiently by the Sub-Committees in the rural districts, as also by a 
numerous Committee of ladies for the management of the female schools in 
Perth. There is no reason to doubt that the public at large are satisfied with 
the exertions and measures of Government on this head, shown, as I conceive, 
of late by a more general disposition to avail themselves of the advantages 
held out to them for the education of their children, male and female, in every 
part of the colony by competent teachers, but more particularly so at Perth 
and Fremantle, where the attendance at the Government schools is numerous 
and constant, considering the number of private schools of respectable character 
now in existence. Those parents who desire their children to be instructed in 
the higher branches of education can avail themselves of the services of the 
master of the Perth school by payment of a small additional sum. 

As a general rule, the Government schools are open to all denominations of 
Christians without charge, when the parents are too poor to pay, but when 
such is not the case the charge is moderate, and regulated by the Central 
Board, who, to avoid cavil, have forbidden religious instruction in school by 
any clergyman, and only allow the reading of the Scriptures by the master, 
without note or comment. 

I regret to say nothing worthy of mention has been as yet effected, with 
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reference to the teaching of the natives. This is a question beset in the outset 
with much difficulty, from the great reluctance of the parents to allow their 
children to become inmates of any institution of the kind, 

The Government have, however, a small native school at Fremantle, 12 in 
number. The Wesleyans have also one at “ Gallillup,” 12 miles from Perth, to 
which the Legislative Council have sanctioned an annual contribution of 751. 
to its support. The Wesleyans, I have reason to think, intend removing their 
school to York, as a better position, nor am I without hope of establishing a 
native institution ere many months at King George’s Sound, for the religious 
and industrial training of the aborigines, under the control and management of 
the Archdeacon Wollaston, when competent assistants and teachers can be 
procured. The outlay to effect this object in the construction of dwelling- 
houses, farm buildings, and other out offices, will be at first considerable, but, 
I trust, if once fairly established, it will, by good management, be made to 
partly pay its own expenses. As before observed, the difficulty will be to 
prevail on the parents to part with their children, more especially those tribes 
living at a distance. But I hope much from the zeal of that truly worthy and 
pious clergyman, Archdeacon Wollaston, who is leaving no means untried 
among his friends to obtain aid from benevolent societies in England to carry 
out his view. Your Lordship may rest assured his efforts shall receive my 
most anxious consideration. 


Survey Department. 


22. The survey force has been chiefly employed laying out and opening new 
roads, and superintending the same, and keeping the existing lines of road in 
order. Mapping the features of the country, settling the boundaries of depas- 
turing licenses, and marking out small blocks of purchased lands. Marking 
out lands assigned and purchased in Plantagenet and Kent, and laying out 
additional town and suburban allotments. The quantity of land marked out 
in the year has been 13,877 acres in 66 grants. 

23. The amount of bullion in the colony is above 27,000/., including the 
specie in the Commissariat Chest and Western Australian Bank. 

24. Western Australia has but one bank, established on the principles of 
joint stock companies. 

I haye, &c., 
(Signed) CHARLES FITZGERALD. 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, 
&e. &e. &e. 


Enclosure in No. 31. 
Asstracr from the Western AUSTRALIAN BLUE Boox for 1850. 
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Return of all Public Works, Roads, Canals, Bridges, Buildings, &c., not of a Military Nature, which 


have been undertaken during the Year. 


Esti- 


Whether | J tteq | Authority | Fund from Whiethioe | A Penished, 110 Unknes, 
Describe the Work, and | Constructing} under which walsh the} When Finished } ‘Amount of | Expenditur: res 
where Situated. or iS Boats it is *pense |commenced or Expenditure up to Heese 
under Repair. Sterling. executed. | defrayed. Unfinished. Sentings Pesrest tere +. 
Bp £. £. 
Canning River Bridge .« Completing 400 | Governor and} Colonial | May, 1849 | Finished 205 oe The total cost 425]. 
Executive 
Council, ; ? 
Upper Swan Bridge. . Constructing} 200 ae a9 Sept. 1850 | Unfinished oe 100 50/. contributed by private 
i subscription. 
i o- 250 
Guildford Road , . . . ‘5 300 5° ot June, 1849 a) 25 
Lighthouse, Fremantle. i 120 75 9 Aug. 1848 | Finished 120 on ' 
Fremantle Road, by Mount ‘i 150 iS re June, 1850 | Unfinished oe 20 This work, begun long ayo, 
Riise has been returned to from 
sis) time to time, as circum- 
stances permitted, 
a ee 30 
North Jetty, Fremantle . Repairing . 30 i a5 ee Finished ae 
Lantern Betis Lighthouse | Constructing 220 a . Aug. 1850 9, 230 ne 
Works on Perth Causeway . | Repairing , 140 5 +3 sys ce eed, “a 50 eae 
ing On Additions 110 ug. Vinishe oe i 
Bonding Store, Fremantle itions to ” 9 ig wacashaty fill ike areal 
increase in the amount of 
imports, 
Lock-up-House, Guildford . | Repairs and 47 er o> Oct. 1850 ny 60 oe 
Additions. 
Beacons . .« « « e Fixing : is 130 ar ay Feb. 1850 | Unfinished) 120 . Challenger Rock Beacon, 
£} 1,847 £} 865 440 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


(No. 52.) No. 32. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Sir H. E. F. Youne to 
Earl Grey. 


My Lorp, Adelaide, April 14, 1851. 
(Received September 24, 1851.) 
I wAvE the honour of forwarding the Blue Book of South Australia for 
the year 1850, compiled by Captain Sturt, the Colonial Secretary. 


1. Population. 


The census taken on the Ist January 1851 gives 63,700 as the number of the 
inhabitants, exclusively of the aborigines and the military. The aborigines are 
estimated at’3,730 souls. ‘The white population includes 7,000 Germans. 

There are 15,510 males under 21 years of age; deducting these from 
35,302, the total number of males, there would remain 19,792; and as 10,664 
are returned as married men, there are 9,128 males above 21 years of age 
unmarried. 

The females under 14 years of age are 11,295; deducting these from 27,737, 
the total number of females, there remain 16,442; and as 10,842 are married, 
5,600 females above 14 years of age are unmarried in the colony. 

The gross disparity between the sexes is an excess of 7,565 males more than 
females; but the disparity between what has been reckoned, as above, to be 
the marriageable ages, gives an excess of 3,528 more males than females. 

The population of the colony at the census of 1846 was 25,893 ; and as it 
was 63,700 at the end of 1850, it has increased during the last five years 
146 per cent. 

The increase has been greatest in the rural districts, for the population of the 
city of Adelaide was in 1846 7,413; at the end of 1850 it was 14,577, or 
scarcely more than the double of what it was five years ago. 

The lodging existing at the end of 1850 for the aggregate population is 
5,873 houses of stone or brick, 3,791 of wood, and 2,369 of other material. 
Excluding some hundreds of persons employed in mining, who dwell in exca- 
vations of the bank of the Burra Burra Creek, the house accommodation is 
about one house to every five souls. 

In the town of Adelaide the annual number of rates of assessment has been 
augmented in the last 12 months by 897; the estimated annual value of pro- 
perty, for purposes of taxation, has increased in the last 12 months 33,665/. ; 
and the existing valuation gives a total annual value of property in Adelaide of 
rather more than 130,919/. 

The amount of sales in Adelaide by licensed auctioneers in 1850 was 
212,815/. 

The registered mortgages during 1850 on town lands was 61,4551. Inde- 
pendently of buildings erected, or in course of erection, hy individuals, the 
building subscription associations, 12 or 13 in number, are erecting cottages of 
the value of about 60/. to 80/. each, chiefly for the labouring classes, at the rate 
of about 30 cottages a-month. The City Commissioners expended in 1850 on 
the improvement of the streets of the town 14,415/., of which sum 63871. was 
derived from assessments on town property, slaughtering fees, market dues, 
&c.; and the remainder was a vote by the Local Legislature from the general 
colonial revenue. The cost of the city management and superintendence was 
1,033/. 15s. 

The influx of population into the colony subsequently to the date of the 
census, and up to the 31st March last, added to the estimated natural increase, 
would make the total number of inhabitants, exclusive of the aborigines and 
military, at that date to be not less than 66,182 souls. 


2. Agriculture. 


The extent of enclosed land has been increased in 1850, as compared with 
1849, from 138,710 acres to 174,184 acres. 
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Besides supplying the local consumption of a greatly increased population, 
bread stuffs were exported in 1850 equivalent to 22,614 quarters of wheat. 

The harvest is believed to be this year much smaller than the usual average, 
owing to the dryness of the season. The quantities of rain which fell in 
Adelaide and Mount Barker, respectively, in 1850 were only 18-354 inches in 
Adelaide, and 33°308 at Mount Barker; whilst the average of 12 preceding 
years was 214 inches in Adelaide and 35 inches in Mount Barker. The prices 
of bread, meat, vegetables, and all kinds of grain and farm produce generally, 
are at this moment much enhanced beyond the customary rates. The return 
of the rains, the increase of immigration, and the extended cultivation stimu- 
lated by the present prices, will probably soon cause a reduction. 

The renewal of the Kaffir war, and also recent shipments of grain to Western 
Australia, have in some degree raised the prices of agricultural produce. 

Samples of wheat, oats, barley, and flour were sent to the London Exhibition 
of this year of the Works of Industry of all Nations. The average weight per 
bushel from 1845 to 1850 of the grain for which prizes have been awarded in 
Adelaide is 663 lbs. wheat, 57% |bs. barley, and 47 lbs. oats. 

Olive oil was also sent, the produce of trees raised from truncheons imported 
into the colony from Marseilles in 1845, 

Every known and approved variety of grape is grown in the colony; the 
present extent of the vineyards is 282 acres. A vine-growing association has 
recently been formed in the confident expectation that at no distant day wine 
will become an article of export. At the Exhibition in Adelaide in 1851 the 
prize was awarded for a collection of 60 varieties of apples, grown about 
10 miles from Adelaide. 


3. Land Sales and Surveys. 


The Crown land sold in 1850 was 64,949 acres: namely, by auction, 23,779 
acres; by fixed price of 1/. per acre, after previous exposure to auction, 
41,170 acres. 

The survey field-work cost 4d. and a fraction per acre; but the total 
expense of the survey department was at the rate of 1s. 4d. per acre; that is, 
3,628. 13s. 5d. for the year 1850. 

I enclose the Annual Report and Returns of the Surveyor-General, and also a 
Return of land sold and unsold in the Province. 

The average price per acre of the land sold by auction was 11. 7s. 6d. 

The purchase-money received in the colony was 86,557/. 15s. 

The amount of remission-money to military and naval settlers, 1,397/. 15s. ; 
certificates from the Land and Emigration Commissioners, 1,314/. 10s. 

Total amount of purchase-money of Crown land, 89,2701. 

One eighty-acre section of mineral land was purchased at auction by the 
Burra Burra Company, on the I1th July, 1850, for 10,5002. Nothing has 
transpired to affect the estimation of its value, which the payment of such a 
price obviously creates; the land in question is now styled the Karkulto 
Copper Mine. Karkulto is the native word for the shiack-tree. 

Three Hundreds were proclaimed in 1850; two in the county of Stanley, 
designated hundreds of Clare, and Upper Wakefield; and one in the county of 
Hindmarsh, called the hundred of Strathalbyn. ‘The effect of proclaiming a 
Hundred is to abstract the district so proclaimed from the bounds within which 
leases are issuable for the occupancy of the waste lands of the Crown for 
merely depasturing purposes. 

The Royal Order in Council of 19th June, 1850, authorizing the issue of 
leases for depasturing the waste lands of the Crown, was published in the 
colony on the 7th November, 1850, and on the 12th March, 1851; in confor- 
mity with it a Proclamation was issued, which is hereunto annexed, prescribing 
general rules, orders, and regulations for the common of pasture within 
hundreds, and for granting leases of waste lands not previously occupied. 

Leases for such of the waste lands as are surveyed, and on that account 
admitting of the boundaries of the runs being accurately defined, will probably 
be issued about July next. 

Survey parties, as réported in my Despatch, No. 34, of 26th February, 1851, 
have been sent to the district north of Mount Remarkable, and also to the 
south-eastern districts, for the purpose of facilitating the issue of leases in those 
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extremities of the colony, by determining the boundaries of the squatters’ runs, 
and their connexion with each other. 

The stock depastured on the Crown waste lands, in 1850, was 6,488 horses, 
81,323 horned cattle, 984,199 sheep; and on the Crown common lands of the 
various hundreds there were either 27,840 more horned cattle, or 167,040 
more sheep. Certificates or licences being taken out in the proportion of one 
great cattle to six small cattle, relatively to the extent of purchased land, held 
by the applicant, in the hundred. 

Licences to occupy the waste lands of the Crown, in 1850, extended over 
15,317 square miles, and were in number 258. 

The licences to cut timber on the Crown land were 240 in number. 

A township of 137 allotments, of half an acre each, was surveyed, in 1850, 
at Port Wakefield, at the head of Gulf St. Vincent; they realized, on an 
average, about 30/. per acre; and the water frontage, after due reserves for 
public purposes, was leased by public competition, and averaged about 17/. per 
acre for a term of years. Port Wakefield is likely to realize my previous 
reports of its probable usefulness as a place of shipment for much of the traffic 
to and from the districts north of Gulf St. Vincent; at present the trade is 
scarcely more than a coasting one to Port Adelaide. In September, 1850, the 
Harbour Master reported, “that six thousand tons of coals and sundries had 
“ been landed during the last six months, and 1,156 tons of copper and copper 
“‘ ore had been sent thence to Port Adelaide.” 

The “George Home,” a barque, is about to sail for Swansea, having taken a 
cargo of copper on board at Port Wakefield. 


4, Immigration. 


The number of ships despatched by the Land and Emigration Commis- 
sioners, in 1850, was 10; the number of souls, 2,422; viz., from England and 
Wales, 1,813; Scotland, 112; Ireland, 497; the casualties were 35 births, 
48 deaths. The total sum charged on the Colonial Emigration Fund, for con- 
veyance and superintendence, is stated by the Emigration Agent to be 
22,020/. 2s. 24d. 

In these ships the excess of males over females was 68; between 14 and 45 
years of age the excess of males was 97; between 45 and 70 it was 7; making 
a total excess of 104 male adults in the year 1850. The infants and females 
under 14 years of age were 36, which number deducted from 104 leaves the 
nett excess of males, as above mentioned, 68. 

The Emigration Agent remarks, that every Government ship brings out an 
excess of from 10 to 15 unmarried male adults; the evil being mitigated, if 
at all, only in some measure, by an excess of female children. 

On board of passenger-ships from Great Britain (unconnected with the Land 
and Emigration Commissioners) the excess of males over females, in 1850, was 
929. 

The total immigration into the colony, in 1850, was 10,358. The emigra- 
tion from it was 4,221; the excess of immigration over emigration was 6,137. 

The funds at present available for immigration may thus be estimated. On 
the 6th October, 1850, the balance in hands of the Commissioners, added to 
25,500/., remitted from hence early in 1850, is reported by those officers to 
suffice for the continuance of the then existing rate of one ship per month until 
September, 1851. 

In addition to the remittance above stated, up to the present month, there 
will have been a further remittance of 52,7122, in which is included a contri- 
bution to the Emigration Fund of 22,170/. from the Crown moiety of the Land 
Fund. 

The demand for labourers, especially female servants, is still great. 


5. Revenue and Expenditure. 


The receipts of the general colonial revenue, exclusive of Land Fund, were 
178,726/, inclusive of the balance of the previous year. 

The general colonial expenditure was 136,3041. 

The ie Fund receipts, including the balance of the previous year, were 
114.4671. 

The Land Fund expenditure, 102,778/., of which 72,772. was for immigra- 
tion and 20,000/. for liquidation of bonded debt. 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 249 


In each of the two preceding years the bonded debt was reduced by 15,0001, 
and a like amount of liquidation for 1851 has already been effected by the 
remittance forwarded with my Despatches, No. 176, of 15th December, 1850, 
and No. 27, of 8th February, 1851. These payments have been made from 
the Crown moiety of the Land Fund not applicable to immigration. 

The Customs Revenue increased, in the year ended 5th April, 1851, thirty-six 
per cent., as compared with the previous corresponding year, viz., from 
75,3791. to 102,523/., of which sum the duties on wines, spirits, and tobacco, 
amounted to 57,606/. 

There has been no alteration of the Tarif’ which came into operation in 
1849. 

The Imports, under the like comparison, have increased in value forty and 
one quarter per cent., viz., from 632,689/. to 887,423. 

The Exports, as above, have increased eighteen per cent., viz., 483,475l. to 
571,348/. The increase is principally in copper, lead, and wool. Smelting 
operations have been extended to the inferior qualities of ore, which unsmelted 
were formerly not shipped. 

The excess of imports over exports is striking, but there is nothing to lead 
me to any precise conclusion that this excess is caused by overtrading. It is, 
I think, chiefly accounted for by an importation of fresh capital, probably 
invested in smelting, mining, and machinery, not requiring to be instantly 
replaced by value exported. The merchandize imported by new commercial 
establishments will, no doubt, soon be absorbed by an increasing population. 

The Export of Wool was 3,289,232 lbs. against 2,841,131 lbs. of the previous 
year. 

The Tonnage, inwards and outwards, for the year ended 5th April, 1851, is 
168,468 against 160,497 of the previous year. 

The tonnage employed in conveying merchandize has increased while that 
employed conveying emigrants has fallen off, because of the smaller influx of 
immigrants in 1850 as compared with 1849. 

Sufficient time has not yet elapsed for commerce to settle in the new 
channels opened to this colony by the repeal of the Navigation Laws, but German 
ships, until recently, were unable to take a return cargo from hence, and thus 
looking to the outward voyage to cover the expenses of the entire trip, freights 
from Germany have been higher than from Great Britain by fifty per cent. 
The carrying trade being now thrown open, German vessels, instead of leaving 
Adelaide, as formerly, in ballast, may now earn freights hence for Great 
Britain or British possessions, and from this probable reduction of freights and 
passage-money we may reasonably expect increased importation of merchan- 
dize and immigrants; and from the competition of German bottoms with British, 
a reduced cost of transport for our colonial exports. An advantageous trade 
will probably spring up between this colony and L’Isle Reunion in French 
bottoms (one of which sailed hence in 1850); with Java in Dutch and Javanese 
vessels, bringing us coffee, rice, cordage, &c., in exchange for our wheat and 
bread stuffs, dairy produce, hides, tallow, wool, and copper. 


7. Education. 


The schoolmasters receiving aid from the Colonial Treasury, in 1850, were 
102 in number; in the previous year 64. The aid, in 1850, was 2,289/., and 
1,317/. in the previous year. 

The office of Inspector of Schools receiving Government aid has recently 
been created. From the visits of this officer to schools at uncertain times, and 
from his periodical reports, I hope there will result not only an improvement 
of the schools already existing, but also a much-needed extension of the pro- 
vision at present made by the Local Legislature to promote the spread of 
education. 


Religious Instruction. 
The return of churches and chapels, in 1850, is as follows:— 


Church of England . ‘ , : 17 
Church of Scotland . . : ‘ 5 
Church of Rome : : ‘ : 6 
Wesleyans ‘ ‘ ‘ : : 18 


Baptists. ‘ : : : ‘ 13 
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Primitive Methodists ; : F 13 
Lutherans ’ ‘ : ‘ ‘ 16 
Jews ; 4 : 5 F ; 1 
Independents. : 3 ; ‘ 16 
Society of Friends. ; , ; 1 
Places of worship, not chapels or churches, thirty-six, viz.— 
Baptists. . . ; . ‘ 2 
Wesleyans : : : ‘ . 24 
Primitive Methodists ; ‘ , 10 

On account of stipends there was issued, in 1850— 

Pa 
To the Church of England : Sao 
4 Scotland ; - SF 
ss Rome . n . 690 
2 Wesleyans . s.  463 
- Lutherans. ; 58 
On account of ecclesiastical buildings— 

Church of England . 1,465 
* Scotland . ; ‘ at A 
‘ Rome : 5 : LO 
ns Wesleyans ; : . 426 


The Ordinance under which aid to the stipends of Christian ministers and to 
Christian ecclesiastical buildings is issued, ceased on the 31st March, 1851, 
and its re-enactment will depend on the decision of the new Elective Council, 
to be summoned in June next, under the recent Australian Colonies Act of 
Parliament. 

9. Crime. 

The convictions in 1850 in the Supreme Court were 93, in 1849 they were 
126. 

The convictions on the criminal side in the inferior tribunals of the resident 
magistrate and police commissioners were in 1850, 859; in 1849, 771. The 
population at the end of 1850 exceeded the population of 1849 rather more 
than 20 per cent. 

An Australian league has been recently formed to oppose the system of 
transporting convicts from Great Britain to any Australian colony. Memorials 
to Her Majesty and to the Houses of Parliament are also about to be trans- 
mitted, praying for the discontinuance of transportation; and I am informed 
that the memorial from this colony will be very generally signed. I annex a 
return, showing that 197 prisoners were transported from South Australia to 
Van Diemen’s Land from 1839 to 1850 inclusively ; and that of this number 
62 came to the colony from New South Wales, 81 from Van Diemen’s Land 
or Port Phillip, and that 54 were emigrants, soldiers, or sailors. 

Five executions of whites have taken place since 1839; three of the culprits 
were from Van Diemen’s Land, and two from Sydney. No record has been 
kept of the time the transported prisoners were in the colony previously to 
their conviction, but the sheriff states that they are generally known to have 
been here but a short time. 

I propose submitting a Bill to the new Council, empowering the Executive 
to direct the employment of prisoners sentenced to hard labour on the public 
roads and quarries at convict stations within the province, as is the case in 
British Guiana and at the Cape of Good Hope. 


10. Legislation. 

The Ordinances enacted in 1850 are 15 in number. No. | for making a 
railway from the city to the port, with branches to the North Arm, is one the 
practical execution of which would greatly subserve the public interests. The 
Ordinance enacts that five miles at least of the line are to be completed in 18 
months from the date of the enactment. Great disappointment is felt that the 
undertaking has not even been yet commenced, and that no tidings of the con- 
firmation of the Ordinanve have been received in the colony. 
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Ordinance No. 5, for the recovery of small debts and the trial and punish- 
ment of minor offences, has led to the holding of district Courts in the following 
parts of the colony, to the great convenience and satisfaction of the inhabitants, 
viz., at Port Adelaide, Gawler Town, Mount Barker, Morphett Vale, Willunga, 
Kapunda, Kooringa, Clare, and Angeston. These Courts are monthly for the 
full jurisdiction, and more frequent for the limited jurisdiction. 

I am not aware that the other legislative enactments of the year 1850 require 
any special notice. 


11. Post Office. 


The conveniences of postal communication now existing in the colony are 
these, in Adelaide there are three deliveries of letters daily by letter-carriers. 

In 11 villages suburban to Adelaide, within a range of five miles, there is a 
daily mail. 

To Port Adelaide there are six mails, each way, daily, besides such extra 
mails during the day and night as may be required for the conveyance of ship 
mails. 

From Encounter Bay, county Hindmarsh, in the south, to Bungari, county 
Stanley, in the north, a distance of 155 miles, and to Mount Gambier, in the 
south, a distance of 288 miles, there are 71 post-offices. 

To Mount Barker, Gawler Town, and Willunga, and intermediate places, 
there are daily mails. 

To the Burra Burra, 94 miles from Adelaide, there are mails five times 
a-week ; and to the remainder of the post-offices, with the exception of the line 
from Wellington, on the Murray, to Mount Gambier, on the south-eastern 
extremity of the province, thrice a week. 

The intercourse with Port Lincoln, Port Wakefield, Guichen, and Rivoli 
Bays is kept up by coasting-vessels, by which mails are forwarded by every 
occasion. 

The total number of letters and newspapers which passed through the post- 
office in 1850, distinguishing ship from inland, was 

Letters, ship ‘ ‘ 105,820 
y» Inland 14 E 160,768 
Newspapers, ship , 178,536 
- inland. 214,641 
Total letters, 266,588 ; total newspapers, 393,177. 

The total receipts of the post-offices in 1850 were 5,467/.; the expenditure, 

4,039/. Since the close of 1850 the mails have been dispatched more fre- 


quently, and several new post-offices have been opened. The table of postal 
rates was forwarded with my Despatch, No. 43, of the 22d March, 1851. 


12. Mines. 


The safest criterion by which to judge of the progress of the mining interests 
is the amount of their shipments, viz.— 


In 1850. Tn 1849. 

Metal, viz.— 

Copper . . 44,594 cwt. 8,676 cwt. 

Beat 50.5), SOBs SG 29 ,, 
Ore, viz.— 

Copper . .  8,7844 tons. 9,999 tons. 

Emery. .. Wage. “35 259° ., 

Lead {> * 4,155 cwt. 


The proportion which mines of actual profit bear to mines merely of name 
continues to be numerically small. Surface indications of minerals add from 
time to time to the list of probable mines, and give strength to the universal 
and, I think, well-grounded impression that this portion of Australia is a great 
mineral country. The most recent and remarkable surface discovery of mineral 
on the waste lands of the Crown was reported in my Despatch, No. 25, of the 
8th February, 1851, and is thus described by one of the field surveyors :-—“ A 
« boil or protuberance of copper, measuring 8 feet in height, 20 feet in length, 
“ and 7 feet in breadth.” 

The very frequent cessation of mining operations when any great depth is 
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necessary, or that the cost of machinery is to be incurred, shows that mining 
enterprise is not in general vigorously prosecuted for want of local capital, 
except in those rare instances where the produce of the mine is at once sufficient 
to cover the requisite current outlay. It is not easy to estimate satisfactorily 
the entire amount of wages disbursed on account of mining operations in the 
colony, but as respects the cost of labour in mining and smelting at the Burra 
Burra alone, there are published statements, of probable accuracy, which show 
that in 1850 wages and cartage cost the mine 89,453/., in addition to an outlay 
of 7,000/. a-month by the Patent Smelting Company, which on the spot receives 
much of the Burra Burra ore. 

Exclusively of the disbursements of this Smelting Company, the total 
expenditure of the Burra Burra, including dividends to shareholders, was, in 
1850, 244,456/. 

It may be interesting, regard being had to the great number of labourers 
necessarily employed in under-ground work, to subjoin some observations of 
the temperature of the Burra Burra Mine which were obligingly furnished to 
me, at my request, by one of the Directors in the month of July 1850, as the 
results of a series, taken once a-week, during two months, at 8 A.M. :— 


“ Temperature of air at surface . . 40 


“ Engine pool and reservoir, 18 inches below surface . 63 
“ Thirty-fathom level, water. . ; ‘ . 65 
“ Thirty-fathom level, air . : ; ; . . 650 
“ Forty-fathom level, water ‘ ‘ ' : 4s AGF 
« Forty-fathom level, air. : , , : 3168 


“ The great increase of the temperature of the air in the 40-fathom as com- 
“ pared with the 30-fathom levels arises from the fact that neither the winzes 
“ communicating between these levels, nor the galleries between the shafts 
“ themselves at the latter level, had then been completed. This has, however, 
“been effected within the last few days; and on the 8th instant (July) the 
“ temperature of the air on the surface being 36}, of the reservoir 63, that of 
‘the air at the 40-fathom level was only 474, the largest spring in the mine 
“ at the same level showing a temperature of 67. 

“ As regards the general ventilation of the mine, owing to the number of 
“« shaft galleriescand winzes for communication of the air throughout the mine, 
“ it is extremely good, it being impossible, I believe, to obtain a more perfect 
“ system of ventilation than we possess in the main workings. Of course in 
“all new levels, until the communications are effected, the air is liable to be 
“ deteriorated more or less, dependent on the number of men employed ; but 
“ owing to the absence of sulphur in the ores in a far less degree than in most 
“ mines, the miners appear to enjoy excellent health, and, thanks to the care 
“ of our captain, accidents even of a trifling description are of rare occurrence. 
“The water raised from the mine is not in the least impregnated with copper, 
« slightly with iron, and is freely used by the workmen; while the waste water 
“ now runs a long distance down the once dry Burra Creek, in consequence of 
“which abundant supply a greatly increased number of stock is supported. 
“The quantity of water now raised by the engine is above 500 gallons a 
“* minute.” 

An unsuccessful exploration for coal was made at Kangaroo Island, as 
reported in my Despatch, No. 118, of 29th July 1850. A search was also 
made north of the Wakefield River, at the head of Gulf St. Vincent, at the 
instance of the agent of the Smelting Company, who employed a gentleman 
accustomed to the like pursuits in other parts of the world; but I regret to say 
that this search was also fruitless. On the advantages which would probably 
result to the Land Fund, as well as to science, from a geological survey of the 
colony, I have addressed your Lordship at length in Despatch No. 13, of the 
13th January 1851. 

In my Despatch, No. 173, of the 7th December 1850, a proposal was for- 
warded from an individual, who alleges that he has discovered coal, and seeks 
to obtain a lease of the land from the Crown, without being exposed to com- 
petition in its acquisition. The interpretation put in the colony on the Land 
Sales Act of Parliament is that the alienation of Crown land, whether by sale 
or lease, is prohibited except by public competition. Those, however, who are 
willing to devote their time or money to the search after minerals, contend 
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that the enjoyment of their discoveries should be secured to them without com- 
petition, on terms certain and previously declared. I think there is great force 
in this plea, and that its concession would stimulate mining enterprise, benefit 
the public by increasing the export trade, and, under proper reservations, would 
not militate against an augmentation of the Land Fund. 


13. Aborigines. 


The quarterly reports of the Protector, forwarded with my Despatches in 
1850, render it superfluous to enter into much detail under this head. The 
casualties among them in 1850, as far as can be ascertained, amount to 50 births 
and 80 deaths. In 1850 there were three convictions of aborigines, two for 
assaults, the other for sheepstealing ; and there were three convictions of Euro- 
peans for assaults on the aborigines. The case of the late Mr. Baird, who lost his 
life by imprudently taking a flock of sheep to a part of the Port Lincoln dis- 
trict, remote from other settlers and from police protection, and unlicensed by 
the Government to occupy the land, was separately detailed in my Despatch, 
No. 23, of 6th February 1851, in which I enclosed a report of a mission of the 
Protector and of the Commissioner of Police to the north-west coast of Port 
Lincoln, in order as well to gain information, if possible, of the circumstances 
attending Mr. Baird’s death, as also to endeavour to establish friendly relations 
in future with the natives. 

The school for children of the aborigines at Port Lincoln, the estimate of the 
cost of which was approved by your Lordship in Despatch No. 74, of the 
14th October 1850, has not occasioned an outlay equal to the estimate. It was 
not found practicable to make a commencement until lst May 1850, and the 
expenditure to the end of.the year was about 85/. The number of children 
has averaged about 20, and the cost this year is estimated at 150/. Any esti- 
mate that can be formed is, however, liable to much uncertainty from the great 
fickleness of the parents of the children. The larger the attendance at school, 
the greater is the expense, for the parents will not send their children unless 
they are maintained in every respect by the Government. 

I have also separately reported to your Lordship, in Despatches No. 108, of 
12th July, and No. 165, of 14th November 1850, that a most benevolent and 
disinterested attempt is in progress by Archdeacon Hale, personally to super- 
intend a training institution for aborigines at Port Lincoln, so that instruction 
imparted at the Adelaide School may not be lost in after-life when the youths 
have quitted school, but may be made practically to influence their future 
career as adults. 

Religious instruction, industrial pursuits for their own benefit, marriage, and 
separation from the tribe by removal to the training institution and its lands, 
are relied on by the archdeacon as means to this desirable amelioration of the 
condition of the aborigines. In February last I heard from the archdeacon 
that all was progressing to his satisfaction, 

In September and October 1850 I proceeded up the River Murray as far as 
its junction with the River Darling in New South Wales, and thence descended 
to the sea (by the Goolwa) at Encounter Bay. Six natives, under the direction 
of their assistant protector, Mr. Mason, did the work of boatmen, with efficiency 
and cheerfulness, throughout this long journey. Three dialects, with which 
they were unacquainted, were spoken by natives in no respect differing from 
themselves in physical appearance, between their country at Wellington and 
the River Darling. 

It was also remarked that the mourning streaks and the figures of the dances 
differed among the different tribes of the tract of country we passed over. In 
one or two instances only were the natives on the banks of the river observed 
to use even a rude and frail piece of the bark of a tree as a canoe ; and journeys 
by water, except to cross the river merely, seem neyer to be taken by them. 
The three boats of my expedition were probably the largest number the natives 
had ever witnessed at once under sail. Several remembered Sturt’s expedition 
in 1828. 

The number of natives seen on my journey were probably less than a thousand 
in all; invariably civil and obliging. Very many appeared to be suffering 
from cutaneous disease. Their chief subsistence is derived from the river and 
adjoining lagoons, abounding in fish, muscles, crayfish, ducks, &c. The sound- 
ings of the river, and a report favourable to its navigation by steamers of a 
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limited draught of water, were forwarded with my Despatches, No. 156, of 
27th October 1850, and No. 36, of the 27th February 1851. 


14, Public Works. 


The amount expended out of the colonial revenue on public works during 
1850 was 21,036/. The cost of the Colonial Engineers’ Department was 13221. 

The principal works are a building for the accommodation of the Supreme 
Court and its officers, the law officers of the Crown, the registry of deeds, and 
the department of Crown lands. This building has been completed ; but addi- 
tions and alterations, on the recommendation of the bench and bar, have been 
subsequently commenced, and will be finished in a few months. A general 
post-office, and courts for the police and resident magistrates of Adelaide, are 
also nearly finished. Some progress has also been made in the erection of an 
asylum for lunatics. 

The expenditure on main roads, under the Commissioners of the Central 
Board, has been 27,5721. 

The lighthouse at Cape Willoughby, on the south side of Kangaroo Island, 
at the entrance of Backstairs Passage, into Gulf St. Vincent, commenced in 
1850, is now ready to receive the lantern and apparatus, which are momently 
expected from England. 

This light (the first erected in the province), which in 1851 will guide way- 
farers by sea from the neighbouring colonies, eastwards of Adelaide, may serve 
also to honour the merits of the Australian explorer, now Colonial Secretary 
in Adelaide, who in 1828, by the discovery of the River Murray, made known 
a great internal water communication between South Australia and New South 
Wales. 

I, therefore, anticipate your Lordship’s approval, and intend to name the 
light in question the “ Sturt Light.” 

15. I trust that this Despatch, with the accompanying Blue Book, may be 
found to comprise all requisite information of the condition of the colony in 
the year 1850. 
I have, &c., 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) H. E. F. YOUNG. 
&e. &e. &e. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 32. 


Survey—Souru AuSTRALIA. 


Generar Report to accompany the Returns for the Year 1850. 
Surveyor-General’s Office, January 13, 1851. 


1. Tue field-work performed by the Survey Department in the provinceof South Australia in 
the year 1850, amounts, as shown in the Returns, to 65,509 acres, 40,980 acres of which are 
new surveys, laid out in sections of different sizes for sale by public auction, 1,501 acres of new 
roads, 22,439 acres re-survey of old sections, and 589 aeres of old roads, 

2. The actual cost of this survey, which includes a new township at Port Wakefield, at the 
head of St. Vincent’s Gulf (consisting of 96 acres laid out into 137 township allotments of half 
an acre each, exclusive of streets), together with every expense contingent thereupon, such as 
the regimental and working pay of the detachment of Royal Sappers and Miners, wages of 
bullock-drivers and labourers, maintenance and repair of camp equipage and surveying instru- 
menis, and replacing casualties in the field, is 1,2957. 19s. 11d. 

Showing the cost of the field-work to be 4°748d. per acre. 

It will be perceived that the re-surveys of the land and roads amount to more than one-half 
of the new work, and, as the labour of ascertaining old boundaries, where the original pickets 
and marks have been removed or destroyed, is far greater than that of making new surveys, 
more time is occupied with the work, and consequently the expense per acre is increased ; it is 
partly on this account that the survey field-expenses have increased from 4:03d. to 4:748d., 
and partly owing to the circumstance that the scattered nature of the surveys have unavoidably 
required the very large amount of 177 days’ travelling to be performed by the three survey 
parties employed, being an average of 59 to each party, reducing the working days of the year 
to 254, a deduction of nearly one-fifth of the working year. 

3. The whole expense of the Department is 3,628/. 13s. 5d.; showing the superintendence, 
field-work, mapping, compilation of land-sale lists, preparation of land grants (of which 1,076 
have been issued in the year), attendance on the public for the elucidation of plans, &c., and 
other duties (amongst which may be mentioned the preparation of 109 plans and tracings not 
immediately connected with the survey), to amount to 13+166d. per acre. 

4. Three hundreds have been described and proclaimed in the Colonial Government Gazette ; 
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two in County Stanley, designated Hundreds of Clare and Upper Wakefield, and one in County 
Hindmarsh, called Hundred of Strathalbyn. 

5. About 100 miles of roads have been re-surveyed, and their direction improved where 
required, and about 200 miles of new roads laid down. 

6. I have been enabled during the year to visit, in the Government schooner “ Yatala,” the 
harbours of D’Kstrees and Vivonne Bay, on the south side of Kangaroo Island; from the 
latter bay it was my intention to have proceeded overland to the north coast, with a view of 
reporting on the country in the interior of the island, said to contain several fresh-water lagoons. 
This project was unfortunately frustrated by the upsetting and consequent loss of the schooner’s 
boat in the surf, rendering my return by the “ Yatala” necessary. 

An epportunity also occurred of accompanying his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor in 
an expedition up the River Murray, which embraced the examination of that river from the 
Goolwa to the junction of the Darling, in order to ascertain by personal inspection the feasibility 
of a project for establishing steam communication between those points, the practicability of 
which was fully borne out by the examination in question. 

7. In the year 1850 the increase on the previous year of land sold was 8,342 acres, and on 
land sold in 1848, 35,749 acres. 

Of the total number of acres sold in 1850, viz., 64,949, there has been purchased, at the fixed 
price of 17. per acre, 41,170, and at auction, 23,779. 

8. The Mineral Surveyor having been transferred from the Office of the Commissioners of 
Crown Lands to the Survey Department on the Ist January, 1850, has been employed in ex- 
amining and reporting on mineral lands in various portions of the province, and was about 10 
weeks at Kangaroo Island boring for coal, the result of which, however, was not successful. 

I would add, with a view of showing the value of mineral land in this province, that on the 
11th July, 1850, four sections, situated about six miles south of the Burra special survey, con- 
taining 318 acres in all, sold at public auction for 12,550/.; one section of which, containing 
80 acres, realized 10,5002. 

(Signed) W. H. Freetine, Capt. R. E., 
Surveyor- General. 


Return relative to a Mine Surveyor and Toller, for the Year ending December 31, 1850, 


Salary Allowances Fy : hire 

Bet} Date of B , at on- xpenditure 

Name. Desevigtinn: Appointment.! whom Agpoinked. ge Perl45]. 19s. 6d.jtingencies.| during 
ee: per Annum. the Year. 


1 
SSF ee 


t iewk Gov. Rat Ee aE: & Ae se, dele ad. 
|{ Mine Surveyor yencornoere ro x 20 12 
James Trewarth* i{ y } Nov. 3, 1847 \{ approved by 235 17 9) 43 0 0/4115 0 /32012 9 
and Toller i Ha 
| Secretary of State 
ie : 


* Attached to the Survey Department January 1, 1850; resigned December 10, 1850. 
i 


January 14, 185]. W. H. Freeuine, Capt. R.E., 
Surveyor-General. 


SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA. 


275 


96% 


9LZ 
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Rerury relative to Surveyors and Surveys, for the Year ending December 31, 1850. 
a eee 
SURVEYORS. SURVEYS. 
State the | © State the 
|| Number of esse reer Quantity of — 
Names of Persons Lishourers konnak Expenditure Contingent Total Land Cost’ : 
belonging to Description, Anetra By whom Appointed. Salasies. | Allowances. fe paid : of pereewie ae se ay [pee Acre of Remarks. 
the Survey Department. Department to them | the Survey the vame. |” their: \vhelcuuese urveys 
duting the as Wages.| Department. ° of the during the 
past Year, past Year. peat hese. 
' Ml Ad ol ae A Wen Beal > Be Be yi el By ge dy ke. 8. || Aeren,, 
— ahaha: }Surveyor-General + « | Feb.20,1849| Secretary of State . 700 0 0} 45 12 6 
Lieut.-Governor Robe, 
John McLaren. . « | Deputy Surveyor-General] Oct.13, 1847 |) approved by Secretary }/ 400 0 0 | 45 12 6 
of Site + 6 2 
. Seni S d - . 
Richard Counsel . . ie ap ” 2 9 20050) 0 
Fred, A. Macpherson . pene es at June, 1839 | Governor Gawler . 200 0 O 
Eugene Bellairs . . | First Draftsman . . | July, 1848 | Lieut-Governor Robe. | 200 0 0 i 
James Young , «» + | Second Draftsman. . | Jan., 1849 | Lieut.-Governor Young 150,0 0 i! 
#1,950 0 0 | 
Serjeant J. Moore. . Vee = July, 1843 Master-General of the 186 14 9/39 17 
Private Wm, Harris, |) Occasionally ata | Feb., 1849 Ordnance. . . * ; 
»» James Elder , } on Office Duties. . ” 
186 14 9 |130 6 7 . « ~ » “15950 0 O41 65.22 212,332 13' 6 
Corporal Wm. Crocker r j 
>» Wm. Dawson |/Surveyors . . . . | Feb,, 1847 {M5sier-General of thel’ 196 1 19 | 3912 0) . ae . . 1184 9 10 
“> «BJ. Loveday rdnance. . . - 
i 40,980 ae Sections surveyed. 
Military . . . .| Labourers . . 6 . wo ahs ae ss Dee SPR SB) a ooh ee OS 1,501 | . . |Roads yy 
: 22,439 . & Sections resurveyed. 
tT ie ees +3 Ae . ok as shore - » | 9tol0 [#34 2 0; . . 139 15 0 ° 589 + «+ | Roads an 
196 110}3912 0! . . |670 1 3; . . {390 4 10 {1,295 1911 | 65,509 | 43d, nearly 
Grand Totals 38216 7|16918 7| . . 670 1 311,950 0 0 145517 0|3,62813 5; . . 
| 
Se ee nh 


W. H. Freewine, Capt. R.E., 
Surveyor-General. 
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Return of Land Reserved or Purchased for Public Uses, or Granted without Purchase, and Miscellancous Information respecting Crown Lands, for the Year ending 


| Land reserved for Public Uses. 


County or District. Extent of 
the 
Reserve. 
Adelaide se. 5 kee se 400 
Hindmarsh. . . © » « 128 
mbanley Gres etiee = on eee 634 
Gawleri~. 0p. Pee xe 
Higheels hx: tae ee 177 
ETE Se de eh Pee bs 1 
1) eee, a. en eee oe 


ter ces “omierd e. gco ee oe 
Rober (asec. Seep ebace ek. yes 
para ea bes eye ye kN an 
Pinder's, os) Di se, ans a 
Not Named .: ..'. 6 4 

Grand Total . . , 


31st December, 1850. 


MISCELLANEQUS, 


January 10, 1851. 


| 
| 
| 


Remissions in Purchase of Land. | Certificates from Her Majesty's Total 
Colonial Land and Number of 
Emigration Commissioners, 5 Acres of . 
Amount of | Estimated Amount] Waste Land 
Object of the Reserve. Mes Waste Land | of Waste Land | Surveyed, and 
To Officers of the Army inte pried wp srs in Extent to Alienated, Remaining. open for 
and Navy. Remission has been Granted. Amount of Deposit. PM a the eenienk at 
ertificate has the present 
been used, Date. 
Aya ot Si eds 
f 7} 
Henry Watts, Half-Pay 
Lieutenant. 
Edwd. Collett Homersham, 
2nd Master Royal Navy. 
Henry Leworthy, Half- 
Roads, Glebes, and Pay Commander, Royal * 
Water Reserves. {| 12897 15 0 lk 1,314.10 0} Al. 620,898 | 199,042,491 | 316,288 
Thomas Leetham, Retired | 
Naval Officer. 
Samuel Reed, Late Cap- | 
tain 32nd Regiment. | 
| J 
17397 35: 0 1,314 10 0 620,898 199,042,491 | 316,288* 


* Including the roads, which will average about one in seventeen for all the Land surveyed in the province, 


A. H, Freeuine, Capt. KR. E., 
Surveyor-General. 
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County or Districr. 


ADELAIDE :— 
Town Lots . © « © e 
Suburban Lots . . « = 
Country Lots”. ee 
Special Country Lots, if any 


HinpMarsu :— 
Town Lots . 2. 2 + « 
Suburban Lots . . + «+ 
Country Lots . . 
Special Country Lots, if any 


STANLEY :— 
Town Lots . - « © « 
Suburban Lots . 2. 6 « 
C ountry Lote « «© « 
Special Country Lots, if any 


GAWLER :— 
Town Lots . « 2 «© « 


Suburban Lots . . - . 

Country Lots . + « « 

Special Country Lots, if any 
Licut :— 

Town Lots. Pe eee 


Suburban Lots : a, eer. 
Country Lots . + + + 
Special Country Lots, if any 


Eyre :-— 
Town Lots - - + «© « 
Suburban Lots . + « « 
Country Lots . + .- 
Special Country Lots, if any 


Srurt :— 
Town Lote « + « « + 
Suburban Lots . . « 
Country Lots . + + 
Special Country Lots, if any 


GREY ‘— 
Town Lots ». -« «© «+ « 


Suburban Lots » «+ «+ - 

Country Lots. . 

Special Country Lots, if any 
Rope :— 


Town Lois . « -+ + * 

Suburban Lots . . + + 

Country Lots . » + + 

Special Country Lots . + 
RussEL1 :— 


Town Lots . + «+ «© = 
Suburtan Lots . . 
Country Lots . .- 

Special Country Lots, if any 


FLINDERS :— 
Town Lots . .« « «© « 
Suburban Lots - « + « 
Country Lots”. 
Special Country Lots, if any 


Nor NaMep :— 
Town Lots . . + .« 
Suburban Lots . . . 
Country Lots . . - 
Special Country Lots. 


eee 


ToraLs :— 
Town Lots «+ + + © ¢ 
Suburban Lots . + + + 
Country Lots + + 
Special Country Lots, if any 


Grand Total. . 


ce! PS ee ee ae eh, 6 Me ca 1a e2cee 
- Sige ues - 4. eé wa 6 
ee ee 


eee @ 
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Return of Land Sold during the 


Number and Extent of Lots Sold in the Colony, 


ARES wa 


Not exceeding 


320 Acres, 


but not exceeding 


Above 320, 


640 Acres. upwards, 


{ 
! 20,000 Acres 
| 
| 


* Of the total number of acres sold during the yeni Viz., eee 949— 


There were by auction . 
At fixed price 


January 10, 1851. 


Total 


and 


Total 


; = 4470 

eh res ire oc ae 

= ae Soe Teele 64,939 
Ss 


Total 
| sith Average Size} Number 
f Lots. of 
Number } Numb D yi Lots , : 
_ ps er | N i payee a N es Sold. Acres Sold, 
Lots. | Acres. | * Lots. | Acres, |; Lots. fee 
87| 1,846] °. = x ‘3 20} ee 
500 | 35,523 1 632'|,<. os 588 704 38,002 
“lie | 8,646} °. mf fe ; 116 754 8,646 
86 LE a3 ae n $ 
"a3! 6,695] “1 | “eso| «. pa 170 873 7,317 | 
“ie | 1,043] 3. ee S a 16 65 1,045 
se ie OS tee ae o] om | ame 
161 eT us + rs Ki 18 733 1,505 
a, a“ es <s #9 s { 
“ae SRE. Fe s es n 734 808 
Tae Bh ss cs n me 82 
9 722 na ex a 10 804 804 
me a vs ne rigs Pe 
ett tel tbat eo Ske se nc Ne 
ta = cr ce < ih ee ae None. | 
oe. we oe ee es oe | | 
“is 2305 | er Z oa 15 79 | (1,188 
oe * ee ee. of ee \ 
60 12 = as ee Ar | 32 Prs ot 
at “e ae os aa ae ‘ 
e120! Fae ee = 76 664 1,122 
146 55 oo oo an a 146 1R..22 Prs. 55 
gs | 1,928] .. as a “= 88 2149 1,928 
839 | 61,694 $4 aerate st = 841 75 62,966 
| As above, or | 
1,073 | 63,677 2 1,272 ae oo 1 is together f aon 
59$ 
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Year ending December 31, 1850. ° 


Price named for the Land. 


Price at which it Sold. Total Amount of Purchase Money. 


| Amount of 


Credit allowed 
. under 
Mininum Meiags e o air Price, Average Total Amount Proportion Total sma Certificates 
Price sess = if any, Price Price of Raniisvoda from 
per Acre, if specially per Acre, if | per Acre Purchase Money : Her Majesty’s 
Soid be Pisani in named for the fixed, if Sold’ the Po wea received arian abe! “ Colonial Land 
by Auction, ri ae ys Land. by Auction, bhg in the Colony. Tend” : and 
Menor = Emigration 
Commnis- 
sioners, 


—— 


be. a a See Se Sa ie 2A SS Ag ee et Prat: Sue We ce ga pie its S48.) SS. be as: 


1 i 

Po. 6 he ee 
| 70. <9 
10 0 0 10 0 0 37 2 5 
114 2 


~ 
—) 
oO 


_ 
— 
i—J 


Country Lots Country!Lots . 
10 Of eo ek @ Ofmmgeatia 7 6 


—— 


ee oe ee oe oe 


a | | Se et 


FE GAt0 
10 0 100 100 100 89,270 0 0} 86,557 15 0 {1,397 15 0| 1,314 10 0 
1 0 0 
¥_-S23h 
e 
1 0 03 
| | 
| 
| 
Leo 4 
} 
10 0 0 5 10 0 0 16 3 0 
10 6 a 100 10 12 04 
10 0 0 10 0 0 
ole eit Country con eee 
Country Lots “ cot 10 0} 1 7 6) 89,270 0 0| 86,557 15 0 |1,397 15 0 | 1,314 10 
1 0 0 0 0 


+ This average of 10/. 12s, is caused by the sale of four mineral sections of about 80 acres each, which realised 12,5507. 


A. H. Freenine, Capt. R.E., 
Surveyor- General. 
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Rerurn of Land Sold and Unsold in the Province of South Australia. 


Number Total Number Total 
County. Hundred. of Acres |Number of| of Acres | Number of 
Sold, Acres Sold.| Unsold. | Acres Unsold. 


Adelaide . . | 49,980 1,060 

Barossa. . . | 19,520 3,920 

Kuitpo . . . | 15,290 5,200 

Munno Para. | 36,640 10,720 

Noarlunga . | 44,940 7,620 
Adelaide . .4| Onkaparinga . | 30,400 6,880 

Para Wirra . . | 12,580 6,400 

Port Adelaide . 8,700 

Talunga. . . | 27,800 

Willuga. . « | 38,950 

Yatala . . . | 53,832 


Encounter Bay 
Goolwa . 
Kondoparinga 
Macclesfield 
i Myponga . 
Hindmarsh . Niangkita : 
Strathalbyn . 
Yankalilla. 
Waitpinga . 
Not Named . 


— 
: 
s 


Upper Wakefield | 14,280 


Stanley . . 
Not Named. . 1,440 


Mudla Wirra . 3,420 


| 
| 
) 
Ba 5 
| 


Gawler. Not Named. . 5,920 
Moorocroo . . | 25,200 
Light. . .4| Nuriootpa . ./| 9,600 
Not Named. . | 21,550 
Eyre. - .{|Not Named. . 12,250 
Monarto . . | 10,000 
Sturt. . Kanmantoo. . | 16,720 


Not Named . 


Grey . . ~ | Not Named. .| 1,897 
Robe . . .| Not Named. . 712 
Russell . .| Not Named. , 6,720 
Flinders . . | NotNamed. .| 6,480 
Not Named , | Not Named. . | 44,145 


Total . +e 634,006 |634,004 251,395 | 251,395 


A. H. Freeuine, Capt. R.E., 
Surveyor-General. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 32. 


Prociamation by his Excellency Sir Henry Epwarp Fox Youne, Knight, Lieut.-Governor 
of Her Majesty’s Province of South Australia, and Vice-Admiral of the same, &c! 


(L.S.) H. E. F. Youne. 

Wuereas, by an Ordinance enacted by the Governor of South Australia, with the 
advice and consent of the Legislative Council thereof, bearing date the 17th day of November 
1848 (No. 10), “To regulate the occupation of Crown Lands in South Australia,” it is 
amongst other things enacted “ That it shall be lawful for the Governor, by proclamation 
published in the *‘ South Australian Government Gazette,’ to make and establish such orders 
and regulations as to him shall seem meet for the purpose of annually determining the number 
and description of cattle to be depastured on the commons of any hundred, and apportioning 
the common of pasturage among the said occupiers, and protecting them in the enjoyment of 
the same, and any such orders and regulations in like manner to vary, amend, or revoke,” 
subject. to the provisions therein mentioned : 

And whereas, by an Order of the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty in Council, bearing date 
the 19th day of June 1850, and proclaimed in this province on the 7th day of November, in 
the year last aforesaid, made pursuant to statute of the 9th and 10th Victoria, c. 104, intituled 
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“An Act to amend an ‘ Act for regulating the Sale of Waste Lands belonging to the Crown 
in the Australian Colonies, and to make farther provision for the management thereof,’”’ it was 
ordered by the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice of the Privy Council, 
that within the colony of South Australia the rules and regulations comprised in the following 
chapters should thenceforth be observed, and have the force and effect of law; and amongst 
other such rules and regulations, firstly, it is ordered, in section 1 of the second chapter, that it 
should be lawful for the Governor, and he ie thereby empowered to make general rules under 
which the holders of purchased lands within any hundred might depasture in common the 
unappropriated waste lands of the Crown situate therein; and, secondly, it is ordered, in 
section 12 of the third chapter, that it should be lawful for the Governor to make general rules 
under which the first occupier or discoverer of land, not previously occupied under lawful 
authority might be entitled to demand a lease of land so occupied or discovered by him, of the 
same duration, and generally upon the same terms, as in the case of leases granted under 
section 10 of the third chapter of the said Order in Council : 

Now, therefore, I, the Governor aforesaid, by virtue and in pursuance of the recited Ordi- 
nance, and also of the firstly-recited section of the said Order in Council, and of all other 
powers me thereunto enabling, do hereby make and establish the general rules, orders, and 
regulations in Schedule A hereto annexed; and by virtue and in pursuance of the secondly- 
recited section of the said Order in Council, and of all other powers me thereunto enabling, do 
hereby make and establish the general rules, orders, and regulations in Schedule B here 
annexed, 

Given under my hand and the public seal of the province aforesaid, at Adelaide, this 
twelfth day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-one, in the fourteenth year of Her Majesty’s reign. 


By his Excellency’s command, 


Cuas. Sturt, 
Colonial Secretary. 
Gop SAVE THE QUEEN! 


Scuepute A. 
General Rules, Orders, and Regulations for Common of Pasture in Hundreds. 


1. Every person who claims common of pasture on the waste lands of the Crown within any 
of the hundreds, must. deposit with the Commissioner of Crown Lands, or with such other 
officers as may be appointed in that behalf, on or before the 20th day of March, a declaration 
in the form required by the recited Ordinance, and hereto annexed, marked (A), specifying 
the number of acres of purchased land lawfully occupied by him in the hundred in which 
such common of pasture is claimed. 

2. Abstracis of the particulars contained in such declarations shall be exhibited for public 
inspection by the Commissioners, or other officers, as aforesaid, at least 10 days before the 
time appointed for adjudication, as hereafter mentioned. 

3. One of the Commissioners, or other officers, as aforesaid, shall attend at certain con- 
venient places within or near the several hundreds respectively, whereof due notice shall be 
given in the “ Government Gazette,” and shall then hear and adjudicate upon all disputes 
which may arise respecting such declarations of acreage, and shall apportion the common of 
pasture amongst the respective claimants, pursuant to the recited Ordinance. 

4. No person shall be entitled to raise auy objection to any such declaration, unless he shall 
have given to the claimant three clear days’ notice of such objections before the day of adjudi- 
cation hereinbefore mentioned, 

5. Every person whose declaration of acreage shall have been admitted at any such hearing 
as aforesaid, shall be entitled to receive from the Commissioner of Crown Lands, or other 
officer, as aforesaid, a certificate in the form annexed, marked (B), specifying the number of 
great cattle und small cattle (six head of small cattle being deemed to be equal to one head of 
great cattle), which, on payment of the sum therein mentioned, he will be entitled to depasture 
on the common lands in respect of the purchased land in his occupation; and the officer 
appointed to receive such sum shall, on payment thereof, countersign such certificate. Pro- 
vided, however, that any person shall be at liberty to take out a certificate for any less number 
of cattle than his full proportion, 

6. If on the Ist day of May it shall appear that the whole number of cattle for which 
certificates have been issued for any hundred is less than the number fixed to be run in such 
hundred, in manner aforesaid, it shall be lawful for the Commissioner or other officer aforesaid 
for such hundred, to issue additional certificates to any persons who may apply for them, to 
the extent required to make up the number of cattle so fixed to be run in any such hundred as 
aforesaid. 

7. The powers and duties which by the foregoing regulations are assigned to the Commis- 
sioners of Crown Lands may, within the respective hundreds hereinafter mentioned, be had 
and exercised by the Local Courts of Limited Jurisdiction holden before any special 
magistrate or two justices, at the respective places set opposite the names of the said 
hundreds, viz, :— 
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Local Courts. 


Names of [lundreds. 


Names of Hundreds, Local Cburts. 


Noarlunga . .~ | Morphet Vale. Onkaparinga. 


Willunga... |} eer Sg * —* |}Mount Barker. 
M | onarto . . 
ew: Kanmantoo 
Yankalilla . j 
Encounter Bay . |>Willunga. Munno Para 
Waitpinga Mudla Wirra. 
Goolwa. . | Nuriotpa . ~ |-Gawler Town. 
Nkangkita . . |j | Barossa. . | 
Macclesfield . Mourooene. 
Kuitpo . . . |»Mount Barker. Clare. + + |loqar 
Kondaparinga Wakefield . . ss 


8. The clerks of the said respective Local Courts are hereby appointed to receive the 
declarations of acreage and the dues payable on the issuing of the certificates aforesaid, to be 
accounted for according to the financial regulations in force for the time being. 


ForMS REFERRED TO. 


(A.) Form of Declaration. 
I, , declare that I am the lawful occupier of the following portions of purchased 
land in the hundred of ; containing in all acres, for which I claim to be admitted 
a commoner to depasture cattle on the waste lands of the Crown in such hundred. 


Sections 
Place 


Date A. B., Occupier or Owner. 
(B.) 
This is to certify, that , on payment of the sum of pounds 
shillings and pence, will be entitled to depasture head of great 
cattle, or head of small cattle, in the hundred of » from day of 


185 , to day of 185 . 


Commissioner of Crown lands (or as the case may be). 
I hereby certify that I have received the aforesaid amount. 


ScHEDULE B. 


General Rules, Orders, and Regulations for granting Leases of Waste Lands not previously 

occupied. 

1. Applications.for leases of waste lands not previously occupied must be made in the form 
annexed. 

2. A plan of the run claimed, accurately drawn to a scale of not less than half an inch to a 
mile, must accompany the application, and the position of the run must be described in con- 
nexion with some point laid down on the maps in the Surveyor-General’s office. 

3. The applicant will be required to pay a deposit of 5/. at the time when the application is 
made, which deposit, in case of a lease being afterwards granted, will be deducted from the 
first year’s rent. 

4, Within three calendar months after the application is made, the run must be occupied 
with not less than 16 head of great cattle, or 100 head of small cattle, for every square mile 
contained therein; and a statement of the number and kinds of cattle placed upon the run must 
also be lodged at the Crown Lands Office within the same period, otherwise the deposit paid 
will be forfeited, and the run will be opened to any other applicant. 

5. If two or more persons apply for the same run on the same day, the one who first stocks 
the run will be entitled to claim a lease of it, and the deposits paid by the other applicants will 
be returned to them. 

6. On complying with the terms of these regulations, the applicants will be entitled to leases 
of the runs claimed by them, of the same duration, and generally upon the same terms, as in 
the case of leases granted under section 10 of the third chapter of the recited Order in Council. 

Provided always, that the annual amount of rent reserved in any such lease shall in no case 


be less than 5/. 


Form of Application for a Lease of Waste Lands not previously occupied. 


To » Commissioner of Crown Lands. 
5 . » residing at , hereby make application for a lease of 
a certain portion of the waste lands of the Crown in South Australia, the situation and boundaries of 


which are shown in the plan annexed hereto, 
(Signature of the applicant.) 


Certified correct, 
Cuar.zs Sturt, Colonial Secretary, 
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Numericat List of Prisoners Transported from the Province ‘of South Australia to Van 
Diemen’s Land, showing the Places from whence such Prisoners came to this Colony, from 


1839 to the Year 1850, both inclusive. 


' i t { 
Places. 1839 S550 183E bal eat 1) 1844) 1845 | 1846 | 1847 | 1848 1849} 1950 Totals, 


New South Wales . . . 4} 9; 6 2) 6) £16 |, 6 62 

Van Dieman’s Land and Por 4|\ 6.7 6 Bi) doeael tae. sey 
Philip Ring Ne aise H 

Emigrants, Soldiers ~“ 3| 41/10 2! 21 3! 6/138] 54 
Sailors,GC. wo os . « 


26 | 33 


Totals 


197 


Caar.es B. Newnuaw, Sheriff. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


(No. 124.) No. 33. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir George Grey, K.C.B., to 
Karl Grey. 
Government House, Auckland, October 25, 1850. 
My Lorp, (Received March 21, 1851.) 

In compliance with the standing instructions of your Lordship’s depart- 
ment, I have-the honour to transmit the Blue Books* for the year 1849, of the 
several Provinces into which these Islands are divided. 

2. From the difficult nature of the communication between the various 
scattered settlements of these extensive Islands, it was not practicable to trans- 
mit these documents to your Lordship’s department at an earlier date. 

3. Regard being had to the great changes which have taken place in these 
colonies since the close of the year 1849, it appears unnecessary for me, after 
such a lapse of time, to trouble your Lordship with a lengthened report upon 
circumstances regarding which such ample details are afforded by the Blue 
Book returns. 

4. The whole period of the year 1849 having been one of uninterrupted 
repose, during which the colony was recovering from the shock inflicted upon 
it by a protracted and dangerous rebellion, it might naturally have been anti- 
cipated that it would during that year have made some advances in wealth, 
trade, and population, although the period of disaster was then still so recent 
that these advances could necessarily have scarcely been very extensive. 

5. Such will be found from the Blue Books to have been really the case. 
In the Province of New Ulster, although the Government expenditure was 
largely reduced, the revenue svas not in any way diminished; and so consider- 
ably did production increase in that colony, that the imports in a single year 
decreased from 124,000/. to 106,000; whilst on the other hand the exports 
increased in value from 21,000/. to 54,000/. and the European population 
increased from 8,831 souls to 10,051 souls. 

6. In the Province of New Munster, an equal advance was made during the 
year 1849, in all the material elements of wealth and prosperity, although the 
advance made by that Province has been much greater during the year 1850 
than it was in the year 1849. But I think that your Lordship will be con- 
vinced by the returns in the Blue Books herewith enclosed, that the process 
of the New Zealand Islands during the year 1849, was in all respects most 
gratifying and satisfactory. 

I have, &c., 
Right Honourable Earl Grey, (Signed) G. GREY. 
&ec. &e. &e. 


ABSTRACTS FROM THE BLUE Books. 
Province of New Ulster, 


VavurE or Exports. VaLue or Imports, 1849. 


To Great Britain £18,138 | From Great Britain £35,524 
» British Colonies 23,024 », British Colonies. ; Fy 64,009 
5 United States 11,474 », United States 3 5,547 
»» Foreign States 5 ' 2,032 » Foreign States . x . 1,832 

Total Value of Exports, 1849. 54,668 Total Value of Imports, 1849. 106,912 
oF a a % » 1848 124,434 


SS re eee 


SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA, 


NEW ZEALAND. 
No. 33. 


* 1. Province of 
New Ulster. 

2. Province of New 
Munster. 
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Return of the Poputation of New Utster, 1849. 


Whites. | Coloured Population. Total. 
County, District, or Parish. a 
Males, Females. Males. | Females, Males. Females. 
Auckland District :— 
Town and Suburbs . . «© « + 2,150 | 1,933 a we si te 
Onehunga and Epsom. wee 655 536 oe es Ae Ar 
Panmure, Otahuhu, and Tamaki. 444 371 Ae ae a me 
Howick and Papakura . . «. «+ 348 318 oe a es °- 
Kawau and Motukete . .. . 204 137 AS On aa oe 
Barrier Island, Mahurangi, Wanga- 
rei, Matahana, and other Sin 690 310 8 ae we ae 
Stations: . a  « «om * 
Bay of Islands :— 
Riegel] coe) oe te me Om 250 120 600 620 850 540 
Waimite. @ «8 «© «6 “S43 37 28 1,000 550 |} 1,037 578 
Bokisigin ocley sss ues 103 84 | 1,400 500 | 1,503 584 
Monganui, Wangaroa, and Haitaia . 91 53 | 2,330] 1,806 | 2,421 1,859 
New Plymouth. . . + «© «+ + 640 549 790 550 | 1,430] 1,099 
5,612 4,439 
Total White Population. . 10,051 


Norz.—The Native Population of the Auckland District cannot be ascertained. 


Province of New Munster. 


Vauve oF Imports, 1849. 


From Great Britain . ‘ F » £57,574 
4, British Colonies 4 ; : 86 ,689 
>, United States . J . ‘ 3,004 
» Foreign States ° ‘ c 500 


Total Value of Imports, 1849 . 147,767 
” ” 1848 . 109,410 
Vauue or Exports. 

To Great Britain. : ‘ . £55,747 
», British Colonies . A ° . 19,929 
»» Foreign States . . “ 5 318 

Total Value of Exports, 1849 . 15,994 
” ” 1848 . 22,876 


Return of the Popuaation of New Monster, 1849. 


Total. 


Whites. Coloured Population. 
County, District, or Parish. MER eet hase rele 
Males, Females, Males. Females, Maies, Females. 
Wellington® . + «| 2,635 2,112 400 323 3,035 2,435 
Welton. ot B95 Tone 1 os 1,795 1,577 
Wanganui. - + + 169 108 =F ay 169 108 
Akaroa e 20 « «© « 291 142 20 aie 310 142 
Otago »- - «© «© « 698 517 266 222 963 7139 
Port Victoria . . .- 221 80 136t on 357 80 
Totals, 1849 , 5,809 4,536 822 545 6,629 5,081 
Totals, 1848 . 4,911 3,966 sit 76t 4,998 4,042 


* This Return includes the Population only from Cook’s Straits to Porirua Harbour, and as far as the Upper Hutt 
with the Settlers in the Wairarapa Valley, 
‘he whole of the Natives and most of the Europeans are employed by the Canterbury Association. 
{ Does not include the Natives in the Wellington District, Increase of European Population in the year, 1,468. 
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ST. HELENA. 


(No. 20.) No. 34. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Lieut.-Colonel Ciarke to Earl Grey. 
St. Helena, May 8, 1851. 
My Lorp, (Received July 16, 1851.) 
I nave the honour to submit the Blue Book of this colony for the year 1850. 


Finance. 

2. In my predecessor’s Report for the preceding year, he announced to your 
Lordship the various reductions which had been effected with a view of bringing 
the expenditure within the revenue of the island, and I have every reason to 
hope that so desirable an object will ultimately be accomplished. 

3. In the estimates for 1850, the expected revenue was computed at 16,0001. 
including widows’ fund, 850/.; the expenditure at 18,172/. 5s. 1d., including 
9577. 10s. 10d. widows’ fund. The revenue, as shown by the Blue Book, 
amounted to 16,259/. 17s. 04d., including widows’ fund, 645/. 4s. 5d., and the 
expenditure 17,0571. 7s. 7d., including 954/. 14s. 7d. widows’ fund, showing an 
increase of net revenue over that estimated of 464/. 12s. 74d., and a decrease of 
net expenditure of 1,112/. 1s. 3d. 

4. As compared with ,1849, the past year shows an increase in the revenue 
1,599/. 14s. 74d., anda decrease in the expenditure 5,388/. Os. 14d. The increase 
in the revenue is chiefly owing to the new rate of tonnage duty, which came 
into operation during 1850. With the exception of 1,967/. 4s. 4d. pensions, the 
payment of which is now transferred to the Commissary, the decreased expen- 
diture is caused by the reductions in the establishment already reported, and a 
smaller sum expended in buildings and repairs. 


Executive Council. 

5. In consequence of the lamented death of the late Sir Patrick Ross, and 
the consequent devolving of the administration of the Government on myself, 
Lieutenant-Colonel M‘Duff, commanding the St. Helena regiment, has taken 
his seat as a member of the Executive Council. 


Civil Establishment. 

6. In consequence of the alterations and reductions referred to in the last 
Report, the expenses of the establishment have been much less as compared 
with 1849. 

Schools. 

7. The changes anticipated in the last Report have taken place in 1850, on 
the arrival of the Rev. James Chambers, and having been already fully noticed, 
and being now under your Lordship’s consideration, they do not here call for 
further remark. 

Trade. 

8. During 1850, 1,008 vessels have anchored in this harbour, the tonnage 
being 423,152. The admission of seamen into the civil hospital free of expense, 
as sanctioned by your Lordship in consequence of the payment of ld. tonnage 
duty, will, I have every reason to be assured, prove highly beneficial. Many 
of these unfortunate men have been compelled to proceed with their ships at 
the expense of health, or even life, from the reluctance of their masters to meet 
the expenses incurred by leaving them for hospital treatment; while now, at a 
trifling expense to each vessel, the hospital is freely opened to mariners of every 
nation. 

9. The imports for the year show 81,624/. against 68,533/. of 1849; the greater 
sum, however, includes specie 8,220/. for Her Majesty’s service; and the 
exports amount to 2],098/. against 12,701/. of the previous year, the former 
sum including 6,100/. value of a cargo landed and re-shipped while the vessel 
was undergoing repairs. 

10. With the Blue Book I have also forwarded the comparative statements 
prepared in the Audit Office, showing the difference between the estimated and 
actual revenue and expenditure for 1850. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) R. CLARKE, Lieut.-Colonel, 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, Governor, 
&e. &e. &e. 


ST. HELENA, 


No. 34. 
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Enclosure in No. 34. 
Comparative STaTEMENT of the Estimated Revenue of the Island of St. Helena for the 
Year 1850, and the Revenue received in that Year, as shown by the Accounts made up 
from Ist January to 31st December, 1850. 


: ‘stimated evenue Decrease Increase 
iaed of Beer ae ante fee Receipts. Receipts. 
Customs :*— Feed eee? £0 wer 2a: pee eS ee) oa 
Importa: 6" eee ce ee 8 6,670 -0 (0: > 6,746.12 2 os 10 12 2 
Wharfage . - « «© « « 1,250 0-0}. 1,077 6—3)| 172.13 °9 ae 
Tonnage (se 6 te «2 480 0 0}; 1,23019 5 <a 750.19 5 
Weed ve ee Me ine 750 0 O 565 0 0} 185 0 0 we 
Warehouse Rent . . « . 200 0 0 181 18 2 18 110 ar 
Permits. Fe,” s) 328 Ske 100 0 O 88.17 0 1-3 0 ie 
WAGER hig re? “here 20 » wpe 1,000 0 O| 1,342 12 6 aye 342 12 6 
Cransee 0) 5s) ees 200 0 0 88 12 64-2116 8 0 an 
10,650 0 0] 11,31017 6] 503 6 7 }1,164 4 1 


Land Sales :— 
Commutation of Rents. . . 


Land Revenue :t{— 
Rents of Houses and Lands 


Rents exclusive of Lands :— 
Pew Rents . 
Store in Harbour-naster’s Des 
partment. . . . . 


8 16 


Licenses :— 
Wine and Spirits . . 


Coffee and Ginger Beer . 610 0 
Marriage ss <<) “2 3 ie 
Slee Ces oe aoe ses 1600 
Boats . . en mae 33 10 O 
Attorneys. Pe : 
Anetioneers). << wv 5 210. 0 
Notaries in eens Be Pei 210 0 
Billiard-table . . . « © 20 0 0 
81 0 0 


Assessed Taxes :-— 
Water, Carriages, Carts, and 


TGtses” Ss. Ga ee as J 910 0 
Post Office :— 
Postage <2) on a: Gorse 7 329 
Fines, Forfeitures, § Fees of Court :— 
Sell By 8 arent aoe 25 5 0 
Polire. 644.65 3 396 3« ‘= 
Miutinn eon <5 eo fee oa ae 
95 6 0 
Fees of Office :— 
Registration Fees . . « - 21 4 6 
Sale of Government Property -— 
Medicines . . 2 Se pe : 
Unserviceable Sinees. a) 282 “ bas 82 9 17 
Reimbursements in Aid :— 
Ration stoppages in Gaol . . 19 1 39 1 6 
Work done in Gaol. . . . OF 4 ; 2 AS 2Os 
Maintenance of Debtors . . 0 3 .e 
Hospital stoppages . - . 383 11 a 
Printing done, and Gazettes, &c. 107 11 ais ah 
Miscellaneous Receipts :— 
Overpayments recovered . . oe 
Special Receipts :— 
Widows and Orphans’ Fund . as 
Income stoppages « oe 
From Education Fund, for Pen- 
sion of the late Master . . 45 0 0 
16,000 0 0 | 16,259 17 031,237 4 63/1, AQT lane 
Deduct Decrease Receipts Pas or Ais 237 4 4 64 
259 17 0+ 


Nett Increase Receipts - os ee 
* Customs.—Increased levy of 3d. a ton on shipping and water supplied Africans in past years, now charged for, 
} Land Revenue,—Arrears outstanding 31st December, 1850, 


St. Helena Audit Office, 
January 22, 1851. 


GrorGEe EDWARDES, 
Auditor-General. 
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Comparative Statement of the Estimated Expenditure of the Island of St. Helena for the 
Year 1850, and the Actual Expenditure of the Year, as taken from the Accounts made up 
from Ist January to 31st December, 1850. 


Heads of Expenditure. 


Civil Establishments :— 
Govertior™® . J sw 
Colonial Secretary . 

£515 

50 

Auditors « «© = « 

Surveyor . . 

Civil Engineerf 

Customsf . . . 

Harbour-master. . 

Post Office . «  « 


Treasurer . s 


Judicial Establishments :— 
Supreme Court. . . . 
Summary Court. . . . - 

Ecclesiastical Establishments§ 

Education Establishments 

Medical Establishments] . 

GEOIS sets con Geen 

Res wr ee ae 

Pensa cyl ers oa ; 

Revenue services, exclusive of 
Establishment . . . . 

Administration of Justice, ditto . 

Ecclesiastical, ditto . . . 

Charitable Allowances . . . 

Education, exclusive of Establish- 
ment ie, esis Layo Boat k 

Hospitals, ditto . . . . 

Police and Gaols, ditto . . . 


£ > 1 20 
PED on wc 4 1D, 30-0 


(vanaport” cae Vee + ist 
Conveyance of Mails . . 


aa {£ 500 0 0) 

pita ey aus 1,345 3 11 
8 ah ie Se 
Roads, Streets, and Bridges .  . 


Miscellaneous services é 
Rivtee@bl” iat Pe, ca te ek 
Widows and Orphans’ Fund . 
Refund of Duties. . . .« 
Special uae, £110 0 O 
mentstt. .- - 25 0 0 
Advances on account of the Admi- 
ralty,&c. Getf. 2. 2 2 « 


Deduct Increase . . . 


Nett Decrease. «. . . 


oe i «©» OOGs = 
: - oo: 
aint 


Estimated 
Expenditure. 
[a a A 
2,078 0 O 
1,083 15 0 
565 0 0 
413 10 0 
3i3 0 0 
904 11 8 
2,392 9 2 
604 12 6 
52 0 0 
1,295 0 0 
825 2 6 
415: 2 6 
500 0 0 
950 2 0 
213 18 O 
614 0 14 
154 16 8 
144 0 0 
52 0 0 
500 0 0 
384 0 0 
5410 9 
210 0 
2,024 6 5 
300 0 O 
3 8 0 
951 10 10 
10 0 O 
135 0 0 


18,172 5 14) 17,057 


Increase 
Expenditure, 


Decrease 
Expenditure. 


Actual 
Expenditure. 


Sg Jd) Se oe, ahh aka 8s ad. 


1,826 6 53] 25113 64 

1,069 2 9] 1412 3 fs 
565 6 8 ce 6 8 
0 - 5 00 

0 ‘ ‘, 

6 [Sr ey 2 ; 

5| 107 8 9 7% 

9| 146 4 i 

0 200 i 

0 5 0 0 ss 

0 05 6 = 

103} 3317 14 he 
0 i 0 30 

9| 68 3 3 he 

o| 015 0 : 

os 282 0 7 : 

8 ; ie 
6 014 6 
2 i 510 2 

53 8 11 hs 

81 011 % 

10 5 0 z 

210 0 i 

1,338 12 685 13 10 ee 

296 14 35 2h a} 

3 8 3 e 

954 14 216 3 a 

8 8 1ll 6 He 
552 10 ie 41710 0 
107 18 10718 3 


T° 10,652 O 148) 687 (2 07 


1,114 17 64 


* Governor.—Decease of the late Governor on 28th August, and the present Governor acting on half-salary. 

+ Civil Engineer.—Establishment reduced. 

t Customs.—less number of tide-waiters employrd, and less office contingencies. 

§ Ecclesiastical.—Decease of late organist, and less contingencies, 

|| Medical—Decease of health officer on 15th July, and duty subsequently performed without salary, 

{| Militia —Decreased by the clothing not having arrived, and no drill of recruits, and reduction in rations, &e, 

** Buildings. §c.—Reduced outlay on the wharf, to be expended in 1851. 

+t Special Dishursements.—Increased by the sum of 400/. having been advanced Colonial Agent in England, and 
ordered to be repaid to Commissariat chest in the colony, and 30/. paid on account of Education Fund, making the 
increase 430/,, and reduced to 4171. 10s, by the sum of 12/. 10s. advanced in 1849 on account of Census, and paid short 


this year. 


tt Advances.— Expenses of distressed British seamen and subjects, recoverable in England, 


St. Helena Audit Office, 
January 22, 1851. 


GeroreGe Epwanrpes, 
Auditor-General. 
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MAURITIUS. 


(No. 87.) No. 35. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Hieeinson to Earl Grey. 
My Lorp, Mauritius, May 16, 1851. 


(Received August 25, 1851.) 
I zea leave to transmit herewith the annual Blue Book for 1850. 

In obedience to instructions, I also forward a Report upon the general 
condition and prospects of the colony, for the imperfections of which I must 
solicit the indulgence of your Lordship, as a few months only having elapsed 
since my assumption of the Government, my local experience and knowledge 
are necessarily too limited to admit of my entering more fully into some of 
the questions referred to, or to give to my views and opinions that weight and 
character to which a longer residence and more extensive information might 
entitle them. 

I have, however, frankly stated the impressions derived from my short 
acquaintance with the colony, and these are so favourable, that I earnestly 
trust I may hereafter be enabled to confirm them. 

I have, &c., 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) JNO. HIGGINSON. 
&e. &e. &e. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 35, 
REPORT to accompany Buve Book, 1850. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


Tue revenue of 1850 exceeds that of 1849 by 62,596/. being respectively 
245,954. 3s. 1d. and 308,550/. 15s. 1ld., whilst the expenditure for the same 
year is diminished by 18,091/. In my Despatch, No. 32, of the 25th February, 
I endeavoured to show the causes of this respective increase and decrease, 
which the statements in the Blue Book more fully and minuteiy explain. 


Imports and Exports. 


The value of imports for 1850 is returned at i,061,200/. 18s. 3d, whereas 
for the previous year it was 1,106,011/. 16s. 1d. making a diminution of 
44,8101. 17s. 10d. more than accounted for by a falling off in the importation 
of specie, the amount of which for 1850 was 201,9977. 6s. 5d. less than for 
1849. The decrease in that of exports being 172,775l. 17s. 8d., caused by the 
sugar crop of 1849 exceeding that of 1850 by 19,786,032 lbs. 

The total value of imports and exports for 1850 stand at 1,061,200/. 18s. 3d. 
and 993,199/. 14s. 3d. respectively. 

The increase in amount of shipping is considerable, reaching “ Inwards” 
18,990 tons, and “ Outwards” 18,844. 

It may be inferred from the above figures that, here as elsewhere, the 
removal of commercial and shipping restrictions has enlarged the outlets of 
trade, and encouraged generally the industrial resources of the colony. And 
it may be confidently predicted, I think, that the new tariff of Customs now 
under deliberation, revised on the principle of repealing all discriminating or 
differential duties, and of admitting free all articles of food consumed by the 
masses, will enable the colony to benefit still more extensively by the policy 
which has thrown open its port to the markets of the world. The existing 
system of direct taxation is also under revision, with a view to greater 
promptitude of collection, and to the more equitable adjustment of burthens 
that may be found to press with undue severity on any particular interests. 
The state of the public finances will not at present admit of any portion of this 
source of reyenue being given up; but the proposed abolition and reduction of 
import duties are calculated to afford relief to all classes of the community. 
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Public Works. 


No new works have been undertaken within the year. Of the buildings 
altered or enlarged, the Civil Hospital and New Court House in Port Louis 
are the most important. It is expected that the latter will be completed very 
shortiy. The former was occupied last month by transferring to it the patients 
from Grand River, except the lunatics, for whom the accommodation in Port 
Louis is not sufficient. The absence of an asylum for this wretched and sorely 
afflicted class of patients, so constructed as to admit of the introduction of the 
skilful.and humane treatment so successfully followed in the mother country 
is much to be lamented. As one step towards the attainment of this benevolent 
object, it is proposed to procure the services of a practitioner from Great 
Britain, possessing competent knowledge and experience of this branch of the 
medical profession, and thoroughly conversant with the details and manage- 
ment of such an institution, in order that he may be put in charge of our local 
establishment. And at a subsequent period, I trust, the colony will not be 
indisposed to incur the necessary expense for the erection of more suitable 
buildings than those at present appropriated to the purpose. 

No new public highways have been constructed. ‘The old thoroughfares 
have been maintained in a state of efficient repair by contract, and at a much 
more moderate cost than under the former system. But even with the strictest 
economy and surveillance, the outlay for roads and bridges must always form a 
large annual charge upon the colony. There are new lines of communication 
which might be opened with great advantage to some districts, but I fear they 
must be deferred for the present. 


Population. 


The births slightly exceed the deaths amongst the Creole and European 
portion of the community, leaving the population pretty stationary. With the 
immigrants, almost entirely Indian, the excess is the other way, which may 
readily be accounted for by the great paucity of females, of whom there are 
only 9,458 against 54,784 males. The moral and social evils produced by so 
great a disparity of the sexes have been, on a previous occasion, reported. As 
also the efforts that are being made to reduce it, by the importation of a larger 
number of females. 

Education. 

I submit two* Reports in reference to this, highly important branch of 
administration, from the Rector of the Royal College, and the Superintendent 
of Government Schools. There seems reason to believe that this College, so 
liberally endowed and provided, may be made of more practical value in 
disseminating sound and useful instruction amongst the colonial youth; and I 
am happy to perceive that the institution has latterly made rapid progress in 
gaining the confidence of the public. Sensible of the beneficent influence that 
the education acquired, and the sentiments imbibed at this seminary, may 
exercise over the character and conduct of many who may be called ™ to 
take part in the administration of public affairs, and whom it is very desirable 
to see so engaged, it will be my earnest study to extend its utility by every 
means in my power. I annex a copy of a Minute recently addressed by me 
to the Committee of Education, with a view to a better distribution of scholar- 
ships, and to arouse a stronger spirit of industry and emulation amongst the 
students. 

Gaols and Prisons. 


The increase of population by immigration has added largely to the number 
of prisoners, and with it has arisen the necessity of providing more extensive 
accommodation, two-thirds at least of our prisoners being Indians. 

I regret to observe, that notwithstanding the heavy expense incurred on 
account of the gaol in Port Louis, it is too much crowded to admit of so strict 
a system of classification as would be desirable. ‘To this prison are committed 
all criminals throughout the island, sentenced to periods of imprisonment 
exceeding three months, and all other offenders belonging to the town and 
district of Port Louis. The average number of prisoners in confinement 
during the year has been 649, and the buildings were constructed for the 
accommodation of about 283 prisoners. It is expected, however, that the 


*. Not printed, being voluminous. 
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number of prisoners committed to this gaol will be greatly reduced on the 
establishments of the district courts and prisons. 

There is also a prison at the Old Powder Mills for the use of the districts 
in its vicinity, calculated to contain about 250 persons. And there is attached 
to the stipendiary magistrates’ courts a “‘ Lock-up,” for offenders sentenced for 
very short periods. 

My attention was directed to the condition of the prisons, and to the 
character of the discipline enforced in them, soon after my arrival; and I 
annex a copy of a Minute addressed by me to the Prisons Committee on the 
subject, and of their reply. The Committee, of which the Procureur and 
Advocate-General is President, seem well disposed to second my efforts for the 
introduction of such reforms as may be found practicable, without incurring 
much additional expense. It is my intention to have a new Ordinance framed 
for the better management and regulation of gaols, as soon as other more 
pressing subjects for legislation may be disposed of. 

The absence of a penal settlement, where the punishment of transportation 
could be properly carried out, is a serious drawback to the efficacy of our 
Criminal Code, leaving prisoners convicted of the more heinous class of crimes 
for many years, sometimes for life, in our gaols, with slight prospect of 
reformation, and with much opportunity to contaminate less guilty offenders. 
It is possible that hereafter some means may be devised to provide for this 
deficiency, but for the present I fear the evil must be submitted to. 


Ecclesiastical. 


The Protestant Church Establishment is in rather an anomalous position. 
There are three salaried ministers, one of whom is chaplain to the troops; but 
from the colony‘ not being included in any episcopal see, and not being 
subjected to any controlling ecclesiastical authority, they are left pretty much 
to themselves. Without impugning their zeal, or imputing any neglect of duty 
to them, I conceive that the system is faulty, and might be made more 
subservient to the interests of the church. I should recommend that Mauritius 
should be attached to the diocese of Colombo, or the Cape of Good Hope, 
according as steam communication may be established with one or other; or 
that some supervising powers should be conferred on one of the local clergy, 
to whom the others should be rendered subordinate. Exclusive of the 
Established Church, there are only two other Protestant ministers in the 
colony; they belong to the communion styled “Independents.” The senior 
has been labouring with exemplary zeal and devotion for 37 years amongst 
the Creole blacks, of whom the congregations of both almost entirely consist. 
By their efforts a new edifice has lately been erected, and will soon be opened 
for divine worship. A clergyman of the Church of Scotland is shortly 
expected. 

The remaining ecclesiastics, comprising a Bishop and 13 Priests, belong to 
the Roman Catholic Church, which, with the exceptions noticed, is the religion 
of the people. I am given to understand that Bishop Collier, who is at present 
absent in Kurope, discharges his high and sacred functions with great diligence 
and unwearied energy, and that the salutary effect produced upon the moral 
condition of the community bears testimony to the fruit of his personal 
exertions, and those of the priesthood serving under him. 


Grants of Land. 


No regular survey of the territorial possessions of the Crown has yet been 
made by which alone its rights can be accurately defined. There can be no 
doubt that unauthorized possession has been taken of these lands to a consi- 
derable extent, and it is to be feared that the tenure of the undisturbed 
occupation that has been so long permitted will greatly impede the recovery 
of the rights thus usurped. 

The evils of squatting, which have been in this manner indirectly encouraged, 
are now experienced and call for redress. The practice having obtained more 
largely within the limits of the municipality of Port Louis I have directed all 
Crown lands therein to be defined by survey, in order either to the eviction of 
squatters, or to require them to pay for the plots on which they have located 
themselves. 
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The regulations under which these objects are to be carried out are under 
consideration, but have not yet been completed. They will be based on the 
principle of liberality to occupiers, without adopting that of free grants, which, 
except in very peculiar cases, is obviously open to objection. 

I do not anticipate much revenue from the sale or leasing of these lands; 
but, I think, the moral effect produced by it may be good, and it may throw 
some additional hands into the labour market to acquire the means of paying 
for what they now enjoy scot free. 


Agriculture. 


Few changes have taken place within the last 10 years in the cultivation of 
the cane, which is carried on almost entirely by manual labour, the general 
character of the soil preventing the use of the plough or other implements of 
husbandry. 

Since the introduction, however, of an increased supply of labour, planters 
pay more attention to the routine of crops and fallow, and both artificial and 
natural manures are more largely had recourse to. 

The physiology of the plant too is better understood, and the average 
produce per acre is said to have increased. There is no doubt considerable 
room for improvement in the system of tillage as at present followed, as also 
in the management of stock, a very important branch of the planter’s establish- 
ment. It may be presumed that in these respects, as in others, planters will 
no longer continue backward in adopting such reforms as may be found 
practicable and profitable. 

Sugar is now our only article of export; but an attempt is being made to 
introduce the production of silk, for which the climate and soil appears to be 
well adapted. Whether this new branch of industry will ultimately succeed 
or not remains to be seen, and I confess that my own hopes of it are not 
sanguine; but the experiment deserves support and encouragement, as pre- 
senting a fresh channel for the development of agriculture, and offering suitable 
employment to many, chiefly women and children, who are incapacitated from 
engaging in more laborious occupations. The growth of flax is also being 
attempted by an enterprising gentleman here, but there has not been time to 
test the result. 


Manufactures. 


The progress of improvement in the art of sugar making has been slow here, 
as in many of the West India colonies, and the failures which have unfortu- 
nately so often attended the efforts that have been made to introduce the more 
modern and scientific processes of manufacture, have proved so discouraging, 
that there does not seem much disposition to renew the experiments. 

That both the quality and quantity of sugar can be enhanced by the applica- 
tion of mechanical science and chemical] research, cannot be questioned, and 
it may be expected that the value of such appliances will ultimately force them 
into more general use. In the meanwhile it is to be observed that the most 
thriving planters here are chiefly whose who have adhered to the old and 
rude system throughout, to which the public are apt to ascribe their success; 
and not to the other causes to which its origin could easily be traced. 

The aim of agriculturists, both here and at home, should be to cheapen 
the article produced, by improving its quality without raising its cost. 

In these days of open competition, this will be found one of the chief ele- 
ments of success. 

The circumstances of the sugar market tend to encourage the increase of 
quantity, rather than improvement of quality ; but in either case, corresponding 
benefit must accrue to the producer, and of this it may be hoped that the intel- 
ligent planters of the Mauritius are becoming sensible, and not unwilling to 
profit by it. 


Legislation. 

The most prominent object of legislation during the year was judicial reform, 
and there seems strong grounds to hope that the Ordinances passed for this 
highly important purpose, will accomplish the benevolent and salutary objects 
designed by their enactment, by dispensing the blessings of peace and justice, 
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at a less expenditure of time and money, and through competent and impartial 
organs, to all classes of the community. 

The Ordinance constituting a municipal corporation for the town of Port 
Louis came into operation on the Ist of January, 1850, and I doubt not that 
your Lordship will participate in the satisfaction with which I am enabled to 
report that this initiatory attempt to assimilate our institutions with those of the 
mother country, has not disappointed the expectations which led to its recom- 
mendation; and now that the difficulties arising from the inauguration of a 
measure so entirely new to those entrusted with its execution, have been over- 
come. The mayor and corporation, so long as they are animated by the 
same spirit of progress and public utility, which has heretofore guided their 
proceedings, cannot fail to powerfully contribute to the improvement of the 
town, and to the comfort and well-being of its inhabitants. It will be my duty 
and pleasure to carefully watch and promote the success of this interesting 
experiment, to extend the principle of self-government; feeling assured that 
here, as at home, so soon as the people become capable of managing their local 
affairs, they will be administered with more economy and satisfaction to them- 
selves, than can be effected by any central or distant authority. 


Immigration. 


Of the varied elements which combine to place Mauritius in a more favour- 
able position than many other of the sugar-growing colonies, none is more pro- 
minent than her proximity to the continent of India, from whence she is enabled 
to draw labourers at a reasonable cost, and food for their support. In the ab- 
sence of a resident population for the cultivation of the soil, the system of im- 
migration in all its branches becomes of paramount consideration, and its oper- 
ation both as regards the condition of the immigrants, the expense of their 
introduction, the effectiveness and disposition of their labour, demand the vigi- 
lant and increasing attention of the Government. 

In reference to the first point, it may be affirmed without hesitation, that in 
no part of the world does the agricultural labourer possess superior advantages 
to those enjoyed by the Indian immigrant in Mauritius. Whilst -here his 
interests are guarded with the most jealous care, the full value of his labour 
amply secured to him, and the wages obtained by him, so high, that in a few years 
he is enabled either to return to his native country, in affluence, as compared 
with his previous poverty, or to follow within the colony, such trade or calling 
as he may choose to select. Some have been induced to adopt the latter alter- 
native, and their number are understood to be increasing; but from my per- 
sonal knowledge and experience of the Indian character and habits, I much 
fear that our efforts to compass their permanent settlement, will prove very 
partially successful. These, however, shall in no respect be relaxed, and mea- 
sures directed to this most important object, have been adopted and recently 
reported. 

In regard to moral training and secular instruction, the Government does 
not underrate the civilizing effects that might flow from its diffusion amongst 
them ; and the nomination of professors of the Hindostanee and Tamul lan- 
guages in the Royal College, has been mooted by the Educational Committee. 
At the present phase of immigration, the question of education is beset with 
many difficulties, which I confess to not being able to sce the way through 
very clearly ; but I do not doubt that if the Indians, instead of being transient 
sojourners, should become denizens of the soil, many of these obstacles might 
be overcome. The Government schools are of course open to their children, 
but the number attending them is from various causes very limited. 

The reduction of freights has greatly diminished the cost of importation, and 
this may be still further reduced by the removal of some restriction heretofore 
enforced, in respect of the space allotted to immigrants on ship board, and the 
limitation to a certain description of vessels, to carry them. At present rates, 
each immigrant costs the colony about 5/. per man, and 4/.per adult; of which 
on an average about 3. 10s. is recovered indirectly from the immigrant, through 
the duty imposed on stamped engagements. 

The regulations under which the immigrants are employed, appear to me to 
be judicious and well considered. Vagrancy and desertion from estates is com- 
plained of by the planters, and the returns of convictions by stipendiary magis- 
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trates, establish their prevalence; but not, I think to a larger extent than might 
be expected under the circumstances of the case. 

It has been represented to me that the extension of contracts of service from 
one to three years has operated beneficially in repressing these evils. The 
Indians under the longer engagements, becoming more settled and attached to 
the estates on which they are at first employed. Complaints on the part of the 
labourers are very rare ; and the relations now subsisting between them and 
their masters appear to be on the whole satisfactory, and conducive to their 
mutual benefit. 

There is no doubt still an undue competition for labour in the island, but I 
am of opinion that it will be abated by the importations of the current year, if 
the whole number of immigrants ordered from India, be received. Some ap- 
prehension, however, is felt, that the intended six months closing of the port 
of Calcutta against Mauritius, in favour of immigration to the West India colo- 
nies, may prevent our obtaining the full complement. 

Different plans have been advocated in substitution of that now in operation, 
with a view to augmenting labour, and to cheapen its cost; but I am not dis- 
posed to recommend the adoption of any of them, belicving that the existing 
system, with some modifications which I have elsewhere suggested, is not only 
the most economical, but also best calculated to prevent abuses of every descrip- 
tion, and to ensure an equitable distribution of immigrants amongst all requir- 
ing their services. 

Your Lordship is aware that the attention of the Government is directed to 
the introduction of labourers from the neighbouring island of Madagascar, and 
have given your sanction to the measure. Opinions here yary much as to the 
probable result. In addition to other obstacles, the unsatisfactory state of our 
political and commercial relations with the Hova government, presents diffi- 
culties which I apprehend will not be easily overcome. I conceive, however, 
that an attempt ought to be made to open this channel of relief, and to attract 
labour from thence to our shores; feeling satisfied that it would tend mate- 
rially to the advantage of both countries. I propose to address your Lordship 
separately on the subject, which creates a lively interest in the public mind 
here. 

It is my intention, as soon as circumstances will permit, to visit every acces- 
sible quarter of the island, having reason to think that the tour will gratify the 
people, and that the occasional presence of the chief authority, in every district 
within the limits of his government, is not unattended with public advantage ; 
I shall then have an opportunity of ascertaining by personal observation, and 
local inquiry, the wants and views of the inhabitants, and of more accurately 
estimating their real condition. 

In the meantime it affords me extreme satisfaction, to be enabled to apprize 
your Lordship that various unmistakable indications of amelioration are clearly 
discernable. 

Mauritius, like other sugar-growing colonies of the Crown, has for some 
years been passing through a perilous transition. The dawn of a brighter 
ie is now opening on her. The crisis of the conjunction is, I believe, 

assed. 
. The trying ordeal has not been barren of results favourable to prospective 
amendment, though few engaged in trade or agriculture, escaped unscathed, 
and many perished in the struggle. 

In the redistribution of property consequent on social or commercial revolu- 
tions, their vacant places are occupied by others who will profit by the expe- 
rience of the past; and if some branches of business be not so extensive as 
before, they are now conducted oa a footing far more cautious and secure, rest- 
ing both agricultural and commercial operations, on a more sound and whole- 
some basis. 

Former high and artificial prices were certainly not conducive to economy 
in the management of estates; thrift and skill are fast superseding previous 
laxity and extravagance. The cost of production has consequently been largely 
diminished, and ruling prices now yield remunerative returns. The crop last 
reaped, will aggregate about 115,000,000 of pounds, and that now in the 
ground promises a most abundant harvest. The enclosed statement of ship- 
ping, inwards and outwards, for the last five years, prepared by the collector of 
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customs, exhibits the highly satisfactory effects produced by the modification 
of the Navigation Laws upon the trade and commerce of our port. Whilst 
within the last year, the number of British vessels entering has not declined, 
the amount of foreign tonnage, chiefly from France, has been nearly doubled. 
Former mercantile monopolies no longer exist, and the price of articles of 
general consumption has materially fallen. The geographical position of the 
island promises her such valuable aud permanent benefits from free and un- 
shackled intercourse with other nations, that our object should be to abolish 
all restrictions, and to reduce as much as possible all harbour dues and other 
charges, so as to throw our port freely open, and accessible to ships and com- 
merce from every quarter. 

The current of public opinion here, now sets this way, and it will be my 
endeavour to direct its course to a profitable issue. 

In submitting the budget of 1852, now under preparation, I shall be enabled 
to show that the public finances continue to improve; encouraging hopes, that 
if nothing unforeseen occurs, some prospective reduction of direct taxation may 
without risk be effected. 

On the whole I earnestly trust that the tide of fortune has turned, that the 
termination of the disasters that have pressed so heavily on the colony, has been 
hailed with increased energy and exertions on the part of all classes, and that 
the year 1850-51, in the Mauritius, may not inaptly be characterised as one of 
recovery, of progress, and of promise. 

To illuminate and perpetuate the glad ray of prosperity, which after years of 
sorrow and suffering, now breaks over the resuscitated land, to elevate the 
moral, social, and political condition of its people; to break the morbidly in- 
durated crust of prejudices engendered by previous domination in the one class, 
and long subjection in the other, by recognizing no distinctions founded on 
race, creed, or colour; to encourage loyalty to the Sovereign, and attachment 
to the institution, of the realm; to accord protection to every branch of in- 
dustry, and multiply its channels, by maintaining internal tranquillity and order ; 
to weld the heterogeneous masses around me into a bond of abiding amity and 
Union, by persuading them to merge every personal and party interest in one 
common and patriotic struggle for the general welfare; and above all to in- 
culcate genuine Catholic feeling and brotherly love, which conduce so largely 
to both national and individual happiness. 

These are the high.and worthy aims to which I esteem it no ordinary privi- 
lege to be permitted to devote myself, and if at the expiration of another year, 
I shall feel warranted in reporting that these lofty purposes have advanced to- 
wards fulfilment, the earnest desire of my heart, and the unceasing object of 
my solicitude will be abundantly gratified. 

Reduit, May 16, 1851. JOHN HIGGINSON. 


Enclosure 1 and 2 in No. 35. 


Two Enclosures, viz., Eighth Report of the Mauritius Education Committee, and Report from 
the Rector of the Royal College and Superintendent of the Government Schools. 


(Not printed, being voluminous.) 


Enclosure 3 in No, 35. 
Royat Cot.ece, 
Governor’s Minute with regard to the Appointment of Day Scuortars and GOVERNMENT 
Boarpers of that EstaBLISHMENT. 

On consideration of the present system of recognizing only, or principally, the claims 
of indigence or misfortune in the appointment of day scholars and Government boarders at the 
Royal College, I am of opinion that it is liable to objection and ought to be amended. 

I am not, indeed, disposed to overlook or slight the claims which custom and humanity 
alike have hitherto respected, nor to make any innovation offensive in its tendencies, or startling 
by its abruptness. 

My sole object is to raise the character of the Royal College, and encourage the exertion 
of its students. But, in compassing this end, I wish at the same time to respect those feelings 
which originally dictated, and have since directed, the distribution of these academical favours. 

I conceive that both purposes may easily be reconciled, by giving a certain proportion, say 
one in four, of the scholarships as they become vacant, as a reward to merit tested by public 
examination. I therefore propose that, after the next June vacation, this new system be 
adopted, and that every fourth scholarship (both as regards day scholars and boarders) be 
open to the competition of boys from the age of 104 to 12 years; that the examination be in 
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the easier works of classical, English, and French authors, in written translations from and into 
each respectively, in English and French grammar, in arithmetic, as far as fractions, and in 
some easy Latin book to be selected by the Rector of the College. 

The President of the Education Committee has offered to take part in these examinations, 
and I should wish to associate with him in this duty the Rector, one member of the Committee, 
the Secretary, and one of the Professors of the College. 

I wish this proposal to be communicated to the Education Committee, and I shall be happy 
to receive any suggestions which they may offer on the best mode of carrying it into effect. 
But in recommending this plan, I desire the President to inform the Committee that it is only 
part of a scheme which I contemplate for the advancement of the colonial youth. I am 
desirous of employing the sons of the soil in the service of the Metropolitan Government. 
But I also wish that this employment should be considered an honour; that it should be 
given as a reward to superior intelligence and superior industry ; in a word, that this principle 
should be established beyond doubt and dispute, viz., that the admission of the young 
colonists, as well as of all the other aspirants, and their promotion in the service of Her 
Majesty, must depend wholly upon the ability, the industry, and the character of the candi- 
dates. For this purpose I shall embrace every suitable opportunity of employing those young 
men who are recommended to me by the College authorities for their industry and attain- 
—- provided always that these attainments include an accurate knowledge of the English 

anguage. 

The President of the Education Committee informs me that he has taken part in one of 
the annual examinations at the Royal College, and that he found in the first class intelligence 
and scholarship, which would have done honour to the higher classes of an English public 
school. ‘Talent and industry thus developed in youth, it will be my earnest desire to introduce 
into the public departments, and if justified by the corresponding exertions of after years, to 
reward by promotion and preferment. 

IT am solicitous to have the co-operation of the Education Committee in the furtherance of 
a plan which the Rector of the College informs me is as practicable as it is desirable, and 
which I sincerely hope may insure the happiest results not only to the College but to the 
colony at large. 

(Signed) Jno. Hiceinson. 

Reduit, April 11, 1851. 


Enclosure 4 in No, 35. 
Gaot oF Port Louis. 


Governor’s Minute with regard to the Gao of Port Louts, and Report of the Prison 
CommirTEE in reply to Governor’s Minute. 


1. I visirep the Port Louis gaol, on the evening of the 25th, and although expect- 
ing to find defects and deficiencies inseparable from all prisons in the colonies, I confess 
I was not prepared for the deplorable condition of affairs that presented itself. And 
it is in the earnest hope that with the assistance of the Prison Committee, the evils may 
be at leaat partially corrected, that I venture to offer for their consideration the following 
observations. ; 

2. On entrance, I found no less than 161 untried prisoners, all huddled together, without 
any attempt, whatever, at separation, committed for offences ranging from the most trifling 
transgressions of the law, to crimes of the most sanguinary die; hardened criminals and 
novices in vice mingled together, and exposed to the contaminating influence of unrestricted 
communication. So great a number of persons untried, strongly indicates wrong somewhere, 
not within the province of the Committee, and I have instituted inquiry, with a view to the appli- 
cation of a remedy in the proper quarter. 

3. In another yard were 183 criminals, convicted of crimes greatly varying in character 
and magnitude, and no classification whatever, working together and communicating freely with 
each other, and indeed, by reason of the over-crowded state of the prison, two, three, and more, 
occupying, by night, the apartments constructed for the accommodation of one inmate. The 
growing evils of such an arrangement, are too obvious to require comment. 

4. 187 convicted of misdemeanours, occupy another quarter, equally undivided by day or 
night. Then came 156 condemned by stipendiary magistrates, and 46 by “juges de paix,” 
similarly conditioned, aggregating, with 18 sick, 590 convicted prisoners, and 161 untried. I 
exclude females, of whom there were only nine altogether, 

5. So large a number of prisoners in proportion to the population, implies not only the 
prevalence of crime, but the inadequacy of existing punishments to repress it; and I incline to 
think that if a stricter and more effective system of prison discipline, were introduced, the 
gaol would not long remain so crowded. 

6. Iam aware of the difficulties to be contended with, chiefly arising from want of space, 
and from the faulty construction of the buildings; but it seems an imperative duty to endea- 
vour to accomplish such reform and improvements as can be attained, without incurring fresh 
expenditure, and adding to the heavy burden already imposed on the colony, on account 
of this building. 

7. It is expected that the accommodation now devoted to military prisoners, will soon be 
available. This yard, I understand, was originally intended for females, of whom there are 
generally so few prisoners, that a much more limited space would suffice, and this yard may be 
better applied, and enable us to at least partially separate the criminals ; and if district prisons 
be established, which is now under consideration, the number of prisoners in Port Louis, will 
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be so reduced, that it may be hoped the increased accommodation then available, will admit of 
a more complete system of classification. There also seems a large space appropriated to the 
reception of debtors frequently unoccupied, a portion of which might be temporarily given up 
for other purposes. But the residence of the keeper within the premises, is an essential element 
to the success of any attempts to amend, that may be undertaken, and for this, early provision 
ought to be made. 

8. The practice too of sending prisoners to the civil hospital, is open to serious objection ; 
but it is to be feared that unless some outlay be incurred for an hospital within the walls, this is” 
unavoidable. A want of sufficient prison clothing was likewise apparent. 

9. The inside labour of the prisoners, at present, consists principally, if not altogether, in 
breaking stones and picking oakum, but no regular account of the value of their labour appears to 
be kept, which is indispensable to any progress being made towards rendering the institution, 
at least in part, self-supporting, and there seems no reason why this desirable obiect should 
not be effected. 

10. The cost of the transport of materials to the gaol, is exceedingly high, amounting last 
year to, I believe, 1,8007. The municipality take it when broken for the streets; a’ definite 
arrangement ought to be made with that body in regard to it, as well as to the gangs of pri- 
soners, whose out-door labour is appropriated in the same way. 

11. Attention, too, ought to be directed to the introduction of simple and useful trades which 
ihe prisoners might be taught, and a portion of the earnings should be reserved for their own 
use, as a stimulus to industry and good conduct. The services of the Church are, I under- 
stand, regularly performed, but the place assigned for that purpose, does not appear either 
becoming or suitable. Elementary secular instruction is not attempted ; the practicability of 
introducing it might be considered. 

12. The keeper represented two matters, which I consider deserving the attention of the 
Committee: the expediency of a modification in the existing prison dietary, which he con- 
sidered unnecessarily generous and costly. Whilst it is objectionable to make diet an element 
of punishment, it certainly ought not to exceed what is consistent with the due preservation of 
health and strength, and to be regulated with a view to strict economy. 

13. The other point was the necessity of sanctioning whipping for the enforcement of prison 
discipline, on the ground of the experience of the total inefficiency of solitary confinement upon 
the class of both Indians and Negroes, with which he has to deal. As a general rule, I am 
a decided enemy to the application of the lash to adults, but it has in most countries been 
found necessary to have recourse to it for the maintenance of prison discipline; and I am 
aware of no reason why the measure should not be sanctioned here in extreme cases, and under 
stringent regulations, to prevent the use of it except on the failure of all other means of coercion. 
The absence, too, of any penal settlement to which the worst description of criminals could be 
transported, must produce an injurious effect on gaol discipline, rendering it more necessary to 
clothe those who are required to enforce it, with sufficient power to promptly and effectively 
punish aggravated cases of infraction of the rules. Steam communication may hereafter offer 
facilities for some place of transportation. Without the aid of this secondary punishment, no 
penal code can be complete. 

14. When at Ceylon, I had an opportunity of inspecting the Nellicade prison, which enjoys 
the reputation, and, as far as I could judge, deservedly, of being conducted in a very competent 
and satisfactory manner; and I think that the accompanying copy of a report by the keeper, 
contains information which may be useful to us in our efforts to improve our own, 

15. The fact of so large a section of our population being Indian immigrants, taken from 
the lowest and most ignorant classes of their countrymen, and who at present appear to be 
beyond the reach of the civilizing aud humanizing influences of religion and education here, 
accumulates the difficulties experienced everywhere in the prevention of crime. In the ab- 
sence of this moral restraint, it becomes more imperative on the Government to adopt all acces- 
sible means for its repression and punishment, and no more efficacious agent can be employed 
for this purpose, than the making our gaols not merely places of detention, but real houses of 
correction, in which the sentence of the law can be fully and properly enforced, under a whole- 
some and salutary dread of imprisonment, inspired in all transgressions of it. 

16. There is no disguising, that in its present state the gaol of Port Louis falls far short of 
these objects, and that it urgently requires reform; to which I beg to invite the immediate 
atfention of the Prison Committee, with whom I shall be prepared to co-operate, by any means 
in my power, with a view to the more satisfactory enforcement of the criminal law, the reforma.- 
tory discipline of offenders, and the more profitable application of their labour. 

(Signed) J. M. Hicernson. 

Reduit, January 28, 1851. 


Rerort of the Prison Commirres, in reply to his Excellency’s the Governor’s Minute, 
dated the 28th January, 1851. 


Tur Committee met on the 5th February, when his Excellency’s Minute was laid 
before them by the Honourable the Procureur and Advocate-General, President ; and the 
Committee having taken the contents-of that document into careful consideration, unanimously 
agreed upon the heads of the following Report, which the President and Secretary were 
requested to prepare. 

Paragraph 1. With reference to the remarks made in this paragraph by his Excellency, 
touching the present unsatisfactory state of the prisons, with regard to want of space and 
classification, the Committee would beg to state that in many previous reports, they have fre- 
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quietly suggested improvements in this respect, and made complaints on the insufficient state of 
the buildings, 

Paragraph 2, The large number of untried prisoners not falling, as acknowledged by his 
Excellency, within the Committee’s province, they will refrain from offering any observations 
on this point, particularly as they have been informed by the Honourable the Procureur-General, 
that measures have been taken by him, to have these individuals brought to trial as speedily as 
possible, As to the prisoners being indiscriminately mingled together, this fact has long proved 
a matter of regret and anxiety to the Committee, who have ever been, and still are, very de- 
sirous that a separate cell might be afforded to each prisoner. But the attainment of this 
important object, would require considerable outlay in building. 

Paragraphs 3 and 4, The evils complained of in these two paragraphs, are entirely attribu- 
table to the want of suitable buildings, and proper accommodation. From the present num- 
ber of wards, no other classification is practicable, but the five divisions now existing under 
Ordinance No. 5, of 1835, namely :— 


Ist. Felons condemned for crime by the Court of Assize. 

2nd. Offenders condemned for misdemeanour by the Court of First Instance.” 

3rd. Offenders condemned for minor offences by the “ Juges de Paix,” or the stipen- 
diary magistrates. 

4th. Females. 

5th. Untried prisoners. 


All these divisions are entirely apart from each other, and kept in distinct yards. But their 
numbers are such, that it has unfortunately been found impossible to give at night one cell to 
each individual, and two, three, or more, have to be locked up in each cell or sleeping room ; 
a fact which the Committee deeply deplore, but to which, as before stated, there is no other 
remedy than the building of a sufficient quantity of separate cells. 

Paragraph 5. ‘he Committee agree with his Excellency in thinking that the existing regu- 
lations for the discipline of the prison, may be considered as too lenient. ‘They were framed, 
many years ago, (Ordinance No. 5, 1835,) at the time of the emancipation of the working 
population, when the colonists were generally accused of a leaning to undue severity towards 
the labouring classes. A liberal and philanthropic feeling, then induced the Committee to 
exclude corporal punishment altogether, ‘These regulations have been approved and main- 
tained by successive governors, during a period of 15 years, and found, until lately, to answer 
every purpose. But the number of semi-barbarous Indian immigrants, having considerably 
increased in the colony, those men began to form the great majority in the prison, and it was 
deemed necessary to amend the standing regulations, with a view to the introduction of a more 
stringent discipline, and of corporal punishment. The Committee, a short time before his 
Excellency’s arrival, appointed two of its members to undertake that revision, and a draught of 
improved regulations will very soon be submitted to his Excellency, in which the Committee, 
though not without reluctance and regret, shall find themselves compelled to recommend the 
use of corporal punishment. 

Paragraph 6. As above remarked, no other classification than the present one is practicable, 
with the actual state of the buildings, which cannot be altered or augmented without a consi- 
derable outlay of the public money. ‘They were erected before the recent increase of the popu- 
lation, by the introduction of Indian immigrants, and would, but for that circumstance, and 
but for the fact that the emancipation of slaves, rendered amenable to justice a large number 
of persons whose petty offences were previously punishable by their employers, domestic 
authority have been found sufficient. The respective numbers of Mauritians and Indians in 
prison, are 173 of the former, and 493 of the latter, on this day, 12th February. 

Paragraph 7. The Committee very reluctantly gave up some months ago, one of the large 
wards of the prison, for the confinement of military prisoners. ‘The Committee were compelled 
to do so by superior orders. They are happy to learn that there is a prospect of that ward 
being soon vacated; and they have ever intended to accommodate there a portion of the pri- 
soners now crowded into other wards. But it will, in that case, become necessary to build a 
certain number of cells for the female prisoners, whose present rooms are in a rninous condition, 
and occupy the site intended for the keeper’s quarters. 

The establishment of prisons in each district is highly desirable, and would assuredly have 
the effect of preventing the sending to the Port Louis gaol, of many offenders committed or 
condemned by the local magistrates. Unfortunately, some considerable time must elapse, 
before such a measure be realized. The prison established at South Pamplemousses, on the 
Committee’s recommendation, contains already more than 100 prisoners. As directed by his 
Excellency, 40 prisoners have been placed in the then unoccupied debtor’s ward. But such a 
measure can only be temporary, as debtors have, by law, a right to be kept separate from the 
contact of culprits accused of, or condemned for breaches of the penal law. ‘The Committee 
are fully impressed with the absolute necessity of the residence of the keeper within the pre- 
mises; and they have repeatedly applied to Government for the construction of suitable accom~- 
modation for that officer. ‘They hope that this may be speedily effected. 

Paragraph 8. The Committee entirely concur in the opinion here expressed by his Excel- 
lency, the sick prisoners should not be removed to the civil hospital, but ought to receive medi- 
cal attendance within the prison. In order to attain this object, a large building was expressly 
constructed some years ago, to be used as an infirmary. But the number of prisoners having 
since, for the reasons above stated, considerably increased, it was found indispensible to make 
use of that place for the confinement of untried prisoners. Should in future the population of 
the prison be reduced, the Committee shall not fail to restore that building to its primitively 
intended destination. The chief medical officer stated it to the Committee as his opinion, ‘hat 
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such prisoners should, as desired by his Excellency, be attended to in the prison ; but that, 
until this can be done, it is necessary to have a secure ward for them in the civil hospital. On 
the subject of the want of clothing, the Committee beg respectfully to inform his Excellency, 
that all the felons working out of doors at Fort Adelaide, are duly furnished with proper cloth- 
ing. But hitherto it has not been customary to supply any to the prisoners working within the 
walls of the gaol, the period of their imprisonment not being, with few exceptions, of long dura- 
tion. In this category, they were allowed to retain their clothing. ‘The Committee, however, 
readily acknowledge that it would be an improvement to clothe also the men confined in the 
misdemeanour ward. The expense to be incurred for this measure, is calculated to amount to 
about 100/. per annum, in giving only two suits to each prisoner, annually, namely, two jackets, 
and two dhooties to Indians, and two shirts, and two pairs of trousers to Mauritians. Should his 
Excellency deem it expedient to incur this additional outlay, the Committee are ready to carry 
the measure into execution. 
Paragraph 9. The different kinds of works carried on the prison, are :— 


Ist. Breaking stones into macadam for the streets, 
2nd. Picking oakum. 

3rd. Making door-mats. 

4th. Making fishing-nets. 

5th. Making baskets. 

6th. Coopers’ work for the prison. 

7th. Blacksmiths’ work for ditto. 

8th. Masons’ work for ditto. 

9th. Washing for the public in the female ward, 
10th. Ironing linen in ditto ditto. 

11th. Sewing in ditto ditto. 


Stone-breaking is carried on every day to a large extent for the use of the municipality ; 
the other trades are practised occasionally according to private orders, there not being a 
constant demand. Some years ago, as there happened to be among the prisoners some good 
tailors and shoemakers, they were made to teach others, and regular workshops were kept up 
in these two trades, which much increased the receipts. But when these men gradually went 
away, and the number of Creole artizans decreased, whilst that of Indian field labourers was 
augmented, these trades were of necessity discontinued. It would not be possible to revive 
them, without employing in the prison a master tailor and a master shoemaker, both paid, for 
the purpose of teaching the prisoners. Regular accounts of the receipts have been kept since 
labour was introduced in the prison some years ago by the Committee. ‘I'he total sum paid, 
up to this day into the Treasury from the prison, amounts to 1 1,9652. 6s. 5d. The receipts 
now average only about 25/. per month for occasional work performed in the trades above 
mentioned. They have gradually fallen off, when the number of Indians increased, as may 
be seen from the following figures :— 
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1848 ~ . : 427 18 10 
1849 ‘ : : 353 4 7 
1850 ° : : 284 13 4 


This very small income is derived from the most unimportant part of the labour performed in 
the gaol. The majority of the condemned prisoners are employed in breaking stones gratui- 
tously, formerly for the Civil Engineer Department, now for the municipality. 

The annual number of cart loads has increased in proportion to the augmented number of 
Indians, as follows :— 

1849: 9% < : : 3,883 


1846 x E ‘ . 5,950 


1847 : : . 5 9,861 
1848 . . : « L5iZ85 
1849 : : : 13,946 
1850 : . ‘ - , 06,893 


Supposing 16,000 cart loads to be henceforth annually supplied to the municipality, at the 
rate of only 2s. for each, this would give a sum of 1,6007 Moreover, 115 criminals are 
employed at Fort Adelaide in levelling the glacis, under the Military Engineer Department, 
and they have been so for about 15 years. At first a sum of 10d. per diem was paid for 
each man by the military chest, but that payment was soon discontinued. If it were resumed, 
and the same sum of 10d. per diem paid for 115 men, this would add nearly 1,500J. to the 
receipts, which would run thus :— 


on re 

Macadam, 16,000 cart loads - f 1,600 0 O 
Labourers at Fort Adelaide f , 1,500 0 0 
Petty trades, say : : . . 300 0 O 
£3,400 0 0 


The expenditure of the prison_is as follows :— 
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Salaries. 

Hemet eo 972 

1 Keeper " * : ‘ : 168 0 0 
1 Moral Instructor . : : Ps 60 0 0 
1 Clerk ; F : ‘ 5 it? 0e a 
1 Matron . ; : : , 84 0 0 
1 Assistant Keeper. ; : : 80 0 0 
2 Turnkeys at 602. E ; 120 0 0 
3 Overseers at 487; . . fe : 144 0 O 
2 Messengers at 247. . : . 48 0 0 
12 persons. £816 0 0 

Food. 


Bread in 1850 . , 2 ; . 517 14 
Rice cs é as : : : 984 16 
Firewood . E 


aa aa are 7 9 

Vegetables : ‘ i E 323 6 
Fresh meat . ; . ‘ 704 8 10 
Tripe  . . . : 543 13 5 
Lamp oil . : ° ; 16 0 0 
Lael, 49 
Clothing and bedding . : : : 145 4 4 
Soap, tools, lime, &c. . ‘ F : 22 10 0 
£167 14 4 


Total expenditure s 5 £4254 19 1 


If the too expensive and perhaps superfluous articles of fresh meat and tripe, amounting 
together to the large sum of 1,247/. 12s. 3d., came to be retrenched, the expenditure would 
amount to only 3,007/. 6s. 10d. As we have seen that the receipts may be raised to 3,400J. 
in that case the prison might be made a self-supporting institution, as desired by his Excel- 
lency in this paragraph. The above remarks are mere suggestions as to certain ameliorations 
which might be effected, and it remains with his Excellency to determine what measures are 
to be adopted. 

Paragraph 10. The cost of the transport of rough stones to the gaol to be broken into 
macadam certainly'is, as remarked by his Excellency, extremely high. However, the sum of 
1,6002. was paid last year, not by Government, but by the municipality, and will likewise be so 
this year. ‘I'wo gangs of prisoners work out of doors as above stated; one at Fort Adelaide, 
for the military authorities, the other, consisting of individuals condemned to hard labour by 
the stipendiary magistrates, for the municipality, both gratuitously. The Committee would 
highly approve of a definite arrangement being made in this matter, as suggested by his 
Excellency. 

Parent 11. Simple and useful trades constantly have, and are at this moment, carried 
on in the prison, as above-mentioned. The most lucrative, namely tailoring and shoemaking, 
have been suspended for the present, as previously explained, but might be resumed, provided 
his Excellency see no objection to the employing two master tradesmen, on a proper salary, in 
teaching the prisoners. ‘The making of baskets, nets, and door-mats, might be rendered 
much more lucrative, if the materials were permitted to be ordered from India, instead of 
being purchased at Mauritius. This measure was recommended by the Committee on the 
19th January 1848, with a view to increase the receipts of the prison; but it was objected to 
by his Excellency the Governor in a letter of the Honourable the Colonial Secretary under 
date the 9th February 1848. The existing law permits a portion of their earnings to be 
allowed to prisoners on their quitting the gaol. This has been occasionally attempted by the 
Committee, by giving either money or tools for a trade, but always with no good effect, the 
money being immediately squandered, or the tools sold to procure spirits. Such a practice 
may be found useful in Europe, when it is extremely difficult for a prisoner to procure employ- 
ment on leaving the gaol, but at Mauritius the very reverse takes place, and employers even 
come forward, offering to pay the prisoners’ fines, provided they will enter their service when 
liberated. The services of the church are not performed for want of a suitable place. It was, 
some years ago, proposed to build a chapel in the prison, but the expense was found too great. 
A Catholic clergyman attends, morning and evening, for a very short time, to say prayers 
with the prisoners of that persuasion. The Committee are desirous that a more effective 
religious iustruction should take place, with a view to improve, if possible, the morality of the 
prisoners; but such a.measure would require the appointment of a chaplain giving the whole 
of his time to the prison, in which case the present salary, 60/.. must be considerably 
augmented. The Committee recommended, some time ago, that elementary instruction be 
introduced into the prison, and his Excellency, Sir George Anderson, authorized the buying 
of books for that purpose. One of the members of the Committee has been requested to effect 
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that purchase, and the prison school will, it is hoped, be soon opened without expense, as one 
of the prisoners is considered capable of teaching. a 

Paragraph 12. The attention of the Committee was lately called by the keeper to the 
expediency of reducing the present prison diet, and a day was appointed for the consideration 
of that important question, but unfortunately the chief medical officer was obliged to leave 
town that day on public ‘duty, and the Committee being anxious to have his opinion on a 
matter so much within his competency, adjourned the question to another meeting. It is now 
about to be discussed, and will be shortly reported upon. 

Paragraph 13. The Committee, as mentioned in one of the foregoing paragraphs, is likewise 
engaged in revising the standing regulations of the prison, with the view of introducing, 
however reluctantly, the practice of corporal punishment, which appears absolutely requisite, 
in order to keep refractory prisoners within the bounds of proper discipline. The question of 
establishing a penal settlement is of very great importance, but does not seem to fall imme- 
diately within the province of the Committee, who shall not, therefore, venture an opinion 
upon it, remarking only that the expense of such an establishment would be high, and that 
there are seldom to be met in the prison any of those hardened criminals and desperate 
characters who abound in European gaols, and for whom some such place as Norfolk Island 
is absolutely required. 

Paragraph 14. The Report on the Wellicadde Gaol, at Ceylon, with a copy of which his 
Excellency has favoured the Committee, is a highly interesting publication, from which many 
useful suggestions may be gathered. Several members of the Committee have carefully read 
it, and all intend to peruse it in rotation. 

Paragraph 15. The degraded state of the Indian population of the colony, as regards 
religion and morality, undoubtedly is, as remarked by his Excellency, one of the principal 
causes which contribute to fill the prison to overflowing ; and it will henceforward become the 
earnest endeavour of the Committee to meet his Excellency’s views, and to attempt, by a 
stringent system of discipline, to render the prison a real house of correction, so as to deter 
offenders from resorting to it, although, even at present, it appears to be to them by no means 
an attractive or agreeable residence, and they show great anxiety to leave it, either by obtaining 
a pardon, or when their time comes to expire. The number of prisoners condemned more 
than once amounts this day to 82 out of 779. 

(Signed) P. D'Epinay, 
President to the Prison Committee. 

(Signed) E. Dupont, 

Secretary to the Prison Committee. 
Port Louis, February 12, 1851. 
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Port or Port Louis, Mauritius. 


An Account showing the Number and Tonnage of Vessels entered Inwards and Cleared 
Outwards at this Port with Cargoes, and the Value of Goods Imported and Exported in 
each of the last five Years, distinguishing British from Foreign Vessels, and the Value 
of the Imports and Exports by the former from the Value of those by the latter. 


Vessels Inwards with Cargoes. Vessels Outwards with Cargoes, 
British Vessels. | Foreign Vessels. Total. British Vessels. |Foreign Vessel, Total. 
‘ No. Tous, No. | Tons. No. Tons. No, Tons. | No. | Tons, No, Tons. 


1817 | 381 | 119,923| 31 | 8,776] 415 | 128,699 || 326 | 93,542 | 32 | 8,614/ 358| 102,156 
1848 | 363 108,576] 36 | 8,382| 399] 116,958} 316 | 91,142! 35 | 7,246) 351] 98,388 
1849] 374| 116,158} 42 | 8,718] 416 | 124,876 || 281 | 88,895 | 45 | 8,892| 326 | 97:787 
1850 | 352 | 104,641] 41 | 7,790| 393] 112,431 |] 320 | 92,766 | 45 | 7,967] 365] 100,733 
1851 | 382| 112,855| 79 | 20,744| 461] 133,599 || 337 | 99,227] 74 | 18,935| 411 | 118,162 


Value of Imports. Value of Exports, 


| 
| In British In Foreign 
| 


ritis In Foreign 

oe Vue. Total. Vessels, 7 Vessels, Total. 

coe ea @ Be hoe. £. s. d,|i £ a Os £ & ‘d. £. s. d, 
1847 {1,102,474 10 0 | 40,605 16 7 j1,143,080 6 7 1,596,935 6 3 26,560 11 5 |1,623,495 17 8 
1848 {1,179,765 0 0 | 28,253 11 1 |1,208,018 11 1 1,259,430 7 7 11,839 7 211,271,269 14 9 
1849 793,640 4 1] 28.751 4 7 | 822,391 8 8|1,011,227 13 0 7,590 14 7 |1,018,818 7 7 
1850 |1,074,790 9 6| 24,019 8 9 1,098,809 18 3| 1,138,959 17 4 | 27,015 14 7 (1,165,975 11 11 
1851 |1,007,235 2 7| 79,008 1 6 |1,086,243 4 1 5 | 523465 710| 993,199 14 3 


| 940,734 6 


(Signed) E, Carpew, Collector. 
Custom House, Port Louis, Mauritius, 
April 30, 1851. 
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(No. 18.) No. 36. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Hieeinson to Earl Grey. 


Mauritius, February 4, 1851. 
(Received April 22, 1851.) 
My Lorp, 
1. I HAveE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a communication 
received from Mr. Keate, Civil Commissioner, Seychelles, by the Officer 


recently administering the Government, reporting upon the present condition ~ 


and future prospects of these long-suffering and much-depressed dependencies 
of this Government. 

2. This Report will be found to contain valuable information, and some 
practical suggestions for the improvement of these islands; in the expediency 
of which I beg to express my general concurrence. The manner in which 
Mr, Keate appears to have performed the duty imposed on him indicates both 
assiduity and intelligent observation; and it will be mine to encourage and 
direct the laudable efforts in which he is engaged, to restore the people com- 
mitted to his immediate charge, to at least some share of their former pros- 

erity. 

3 3. In the Seychelles, as in almost all other countries in which agriculture 
was formerly maintained by slave labour, extraneous aid became indispensable 
to carry on the cultivation of the soil, after the population had been emanci- 
pated ; to meet this requirement, the inhabitants have frequently applied to be 
allowed to participate in the advantages of Indian immigration, which has done 
so much for Mauritius. Whilst the Commissioner, for reasons assigned by 
him, does not recommend this course, he proposes that facilities should be 
afforded for the introduction, upon an economical and limited scale, of immi- 
grants from Madagascar, or from those parts of the African coast at which: 
British Consuls or Agents reside. I trust that your Lordship will be able to 
sanction this experiment. I am aware of no reasonable objection to an under- 
taking which, in my opinion, promises to be beneficial not only to Seychelles, 
but to the immigrants themselves, and to the countries from whence they may 
be brought, when they return thither. 

The details of the plan may be hereafter arranged, as circumstances may 
point out; but the stipulation for back passages ought, if possible, to be 
avoided, and the determining by authority the rate of wages to be given by 
employers, is, I think, also open to objection. The Government Officer to 
whom that duty may be entrusted taking care that the interests of the immi- 
grants are duly protected. 

4. It is satisfactory to observe that the Commissioner anticipates that, after 
a time, the revenue of the islands may be made equivalent to their expendi- 
ture, provided judicious fiscal measures are adopted. In view to the accom- 
plishment of this very desirable object, I concur in his recommendation to 
extend to Seychelles, with the modifications suggested, the Licensing and 
Fishing Ordinances in operation here; and perhaps such a tax on houses, and 
the actual occupiers of land, as would reach all classes, might be tried with 
advantage. 

5. The public servants, as remarked by the Commissioner, are not overpaid, 
but I shall draw his attention to the possibility of consolidating some of the 
offices, which may reduce expense without impairing efficiency. 

It is worthy of notice that the annual cost of collecting the import duties 
exceeds 50 per cent, upon the gross, being for this year estimated respectively 
at 120/. and 220/. If the other taxes adverted to be imposed, it might be 
desirable to abolish the ‘Customs altogether. 

6. It is assumed that for an outlay of 2,000/, to be applied either to the 
purchase of premises offered for sale, or to the erection of new buildings, the 
whole of the Government Establishments could be accommodated, and_the 
house-rent of 240/. per annum now paid for that purpose thereby saved. This 
being rather an important matter, and there being some diversity of opinion as 
to the relative gain of purchasing or building, I propose deputing an officer 
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from the Surveyor-General’s Department here to inspect, estimate, and report ; 
and I shall hereafter submit the result for your Lordship’s consideration. 

7. Such lines of road as it may be necessary to open and keep in repair, 
might, I think, be effected by statute labour, which has worked well in other 
colonies, not dissimilarly circumstanced. 

8. Glaring defects in the administration of justice have been brought under 
my notice, and the urgent necessity of some radical change of system being 
introduced cannot be questioned. I am of opinion that the extension of the 
Ordinance of No. 8 and 9 of 1850, for the appointment of district magistrates 
here, will, in a great measure, remedy this serious evil, and I am unwilling to 
propose any partial changes, pending the decision that may be taken on the 
Ordinances in question. 

9. On the momentous question of education, I shall.address your Lordship 
separately, as also in reference to the petition of the Roman Catholic inhabit- 
ants, for the ministration of a priest of their own faith, so soon as I am in pos- 
session of the further information promised by the Commissioner. 

10. If the proposal to make Port Victoria a coal depdt for the steam vessels 
plying between Mauritius and Aden be confirmed, it will contribute most 
essentially to the recovery of these islands, by opening to them various sources 
of improvement and new channels of industry, which cannot be so successfully 
developed by any other process that I am aware of. In considering the scheme 
for the establishment of the steam communication adverted to, the realization 
of which is now anxiously looked for by this community, it is to be hoped that 
the interests of these small and unfortunate dependencies will not be over- 
looked. 

11. Mauritius, as your Lordship knows, complains bitterly of the burthen 
imposed upon her finances by the expenditure incurred on account of Sey- 
chelles, contending that it is unjust to saddle her with the cost of maintaining 
them. 

Whether this grievance be well or ill-founded, it seems desirable and politic 
to relieve her as far as may be practicable, and if with this can be combined 
even the partial retrieval of the shattered fortunes of this small but very 
interesting dependency, a benignant and meritorious object will have been 
accomplished, and one in which I shall esteem myself exceedingly fortunate 
to be allowed to participate. Whilst much must necessarily depend upon the 
energy, enterprise, and industry of the people themselves, they will naturally 
look for encouragement and support from those who are deputed to watch over 
them ; and I may venture to assure your Lordship that neither the Local Com- 
missioner nor myself will be found backward ae this obligation. 

I have, &c., 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey. (Signed) W. HIGGINSON. 
&e. &e. &e. 


Enclosure in No. 36. 
Port Victoria, Mahé, 29th October, 1850. 


Ir was my intention previously to furnishing, according to the desire of his Excellency 
Sir G. Anderson, a general report upon the state, capabilities and prospects of this dependency, 
to have visited in turn all the more important of the islands placed under my administration 
in order to corroborate or to correct, by personal observation, the information which I have 
obtained from various sources relative to their respective conditions, as I have in some measure 
been able to do with respect to the principal island. The various subjects, however, to which 
I was instructed to pay immediate attention upon reaching my destination, have hitherto kept 
me so completely occupied that 1 have been unable to accomplish this purpose. I am induced 
therefore, in order to save time, to address to you such a report as I am already in a position 
to make, with the intention of adding a supplementary one hereafter if upon making my con- 
templated visit it should appear desirable to do so. 

2. The actual state of depression and decay into which these islands have fallen has been so 
often described, and the burden that they are in consequence represented to be upon the 
Mauritius Government, has given rise to such repeated complaints, that a very brief reference 
to their present condition will be sufficient before attempting to demonstrate the causes which 
have conduced to it, and the capabilities which exist for improving it. With the exception of 
three estates, upon which rum nnd arrack and a small quantity of sugar are produced, two in 
Mahé and one in Frigate Island, and a few others on which cocoa trees have been planted, 
and already furnish a considerable quantity of oil, with a promise of future abundance, and 
certain small and unimportant plantations of cocoa, coffee, cloves, rice, and tobacco, scarcely 
any of the numerous habitations, as they are called, can be said to be under cultivation, or to 
furnish anything either for exportation or for home consumption. 


Sir, 
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3. It has been usual to refer to the period of the abolition of slavery as the one from which 
to date the decline in the prosperity which these islands once enjoyed; and to this day their 
inhabitants are determined to look upon that measure as the sole cause of their distresses. 
There can be no doubt that its operation, if it did not originate the present state of things, has 
at least a considerable influence upon the fortunes of the proprietors; but to look upon it as 
the only, or even as the prime cause of their altered condition, is simply to attempt to cast the 
whole blame upon others, much of which must be imputed to themselves, in matters over 
eee in many respects, neither they nor the authors of the Emancipation Act had any 
control, 

4, Some time previous to that measure being finally put into execution a great diminution 
had already taken place in the quantity of the exports from this dependency, which at that time 
consisted chiefly of cotton, and in the profits derivable from them. Complaints had already 
been made of the impoverishment of the soil, owing to the heavy rains to which these islands 
are especially subject, having in course of time washed away the rich mould from the surface 
wherever the woods, which had been the principal cause of its fertility, had been cleared away ; 
and the great fall in the price of cotton, which took place at the same time, owing to the intro- 
duction of that of America into the European markets, had already begun to render its cultiva- 
tion unprofitable. Other sources of profit were even then in as md a state: wood had alread 
become scarce in the more accessible parts of the island; cloves and other spices produced but 
little ; the amount of coffee grown hardly exceeded what was required for the consumption of 
the place ; and sugar, for the production of which but few spots in the island are calculated, 
was, from the, circumstances of the times, found not to be an advantageous branch of 
industry. 

Dy Owing to these causes the slaves, the absence of whose forced labour is now so much 
regretted, had already, before their final emancipation, become a burden upon, and not an 
assistance to the estates to which they were attached. The difficulties against which their 
owners had to contend had already had the effect of producing among them a state of indolence 
and apathy, instead of giving rise to increased energy and exertion to meet them. They 
no longer superintended the labour of their slaves or apprentices; and the system of giving 
them a piece of ground to cultivate on their own behalf, the evil effect of which is now so 
strongly felt, and so generally looked upon as one of the consequences of emancipation, had 
already commenced. 

6. Such being the state of things ’the final emancipation certainly came upon them at a 
time when both masters and slaves were in the worst possible condition for undergoing such a 
change ; the former from finding the production to which they had hitherto turned their 
attention no longer profitable, and either from the nature of the place, or from their own 
apathy, unable to substitute another for it, had already relaxed in their discipline, and ceased 
to demand from their slaves that regular and constant work to which they had previously been 
accustomed, and had thus given the first example of idleness; the latter who, if freedom had 
come upon them when in full work, and if adequate wages had at once been offered them, 
might possibly, from custom and from not having yet tasted the pleasures of idleness, have 
continued to work, had already contracted habits of indolence, which they soon began to look 
upon as identical with freedom, and had made the fatal discovery that in these islands life was 
sustainable almost without the necessity of exertion. , 

7. So long as the money received for indemnity lasted the proprietors lived on in idleness, 
making no exertions to discover new sources of industry or proiit, or to rouse the emancipated 
population to fresh activity. When this eventnally began to fail they found the labour to 
which they had perhaps unavoidably attached so little importance while in its apprentice state, 
had entirely ceased to be available ; and it was then that they commenced throwing the blame 
of this state of things upon the Emancipation Act, and to demand that the immigration which 
had been conceded to Mauritius should be extended to them; confessing, however, at the same 
time that they had nothing left to pay wages with, and that if their demand was acceded to, a 
gift or a loan of money must accompany it. 

8. The general effect then of all these concurring circumstances has been to reduce this 
dependency, at this late period of its existence as such, so far as its productiveness is concerned, 
very much to the state of a newly discovered country, or newly occupied colony, into which the 
three things absolutely necessary to be imported are energy, capital, and labour. The pro- 
prietors of the soil, though now, from the necessities of their case, beginning to be inspired to 
some extent with the first, are, generally speaking, very badly provided with the second, and 
the new population not having received with the benefits of emancipation those of religion, 
education, or civilization of any kind, except to a very small amount, occupies, as far as its 
usefulness for labour is concerned, much the same position as the Aborigines of New South 
Wales, or Van Diemen’s Land, did at the period of their colonization. The work, so to say, 
of colonizing these islands has to be recommenced, their natural resources have to be developed, 
and if they are ever to attain to the rank for which those natural resources seem to fit them, 
assistance from external sources is just as necessary to them as if they had never been pre- 
viously known but for their geographical position. 

9. Whether the granting of the demands, to which I have alluded, for the introduction of 
immigrant labour would have afforded such assistance at the time it was made it is difficult to 
say; and to what particular branch of industry it was then proposed to direct its application I 
have been unable to learn ; nor does it appear very necessary to come to a decision on these 

oints. 
- The question now is whether the circumstances of the time are so altered as to lead to the 
supposition that those causes which previously to, and at the time of the abolition of slavery, 
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rendered labour, in the direction in which it was then employed, of so little avail have now 
been modified, or have disappeared ; and if not, whether there is a probability of its being em- 
ployed profitably in other directions ; whether the soil, which had in many places become im- 
poverished, has from Jong rest improved in condition, so as to admit of its being again turned 
to account for the same species of cultivation, or any other, or whether means are at hand of 
improving it by the application of manure ; whether the proprietors of the land have ceased to 
be liable to the reproach of indolence and want of energy; and whether, if the labour of the 
emancipated population is still unavailable, means exist of introducing, employing, and paying 
that which may be furnished by immigration. 

10. All accounts seem to concur in showing that the conditions of the supply of cotton to 
the European markets, or more especially to that of England, are very different from those of 
the period when its cultivation in these islands, even with slave labour, became an unprofitable 
branch of industry; and that measures are being taken to provide from other sources some 
addition to the uncertain and insufficient yield of Georgia and the Carolinas, the abundance of 
which at that time was in a great measure the original cause of the abandonment of its pro- 
duction here. If this is so, and if no other cause had co-operated in bringing about such 
abandonment, one advantage at least would appear to be possessed by these islands over a 
newly-occupied or untried country, namely that the nature of the produce for which it is best 
fitted does not remain to be ascertained. 

11. It is possible, however, that the other circumstances to which I have alluded as com- 
bining to reduce the quantity of the exports of cotton, namely the impoverishment, of the soil, 
may still exist to some extent. The area of cultivable land may, and probably is, somewhat 
diminished, but I entertain no doubt that in a general point of view the soil of these islands is 
possessed of a great degree of fertility, and that a large extent of land exists peculiarly suited 
to the production of. cotton, which even in the wild and uncultivated state in which it now 
grows is considered to he of the first description. At the same time an almost inexhaustable 
supply of guano is to be had in the neighbouring islands for the improvement of the im- 
poverished soil; a species of the manure which I am informed is favourable to this kind of 
produce, 

12. In my remarks thus far I have confined myself principally to the capacities of the 
islands for producing cotton as its staple, as being not only that to which they owed their 
former prosperity, but as appearing to me to offer the greatest probability of restoring them to 
it, if any scheme could be set on foot for introducing its cultivation on a large and comprehensive 
scale, so as to operate a total and immediate change in the condition and prospects of the 
dependency. I am far, however, from expecting that the present holders of property are 
likely to be the persons to take it up; not entirely from a want of energy on their parts, for 
though I cannot say that that want has entirely disappeared, | am inclined to believe that the 
present generation, having seen and appreciated their real position, are desirous to do their 
best to extricate themselves from it. But whatever may be the improvement in this respect, 
and whatever aid the Governor may be induced to afford them in meeting their demand for 
immigration, they are certainly not in a position at present from want of the necessary capital, 
toset on foot what will now be a new branch of industry, and which to be profitable must be 
taken up on a large scale, and with all the mechanical appliances which modern science has 
introduced. If cotton is ever again to become the chief article of exportation from these 
islands, and the restorer of its fortunes, it can only be so when capital has been introduced 
from other quarters, invited and attracted hither by the facilities afforded of getting labour for 
its cultivation by means of a cheap and well regulated system of immigration, and when the 
islands themselves and their resources become better and more generally known and ap- 
preciated, a result which is in a fair way of being obtained from the attention which is now 
being directed towards them, and by the increased importance they will assume if, when the 
contemplated steam communication between Aden and Mauritius is established, their claim to 
a participation in its benefits by being made a coal depdt is not overlooked. 

13. It is necessary, therefore, in the meantime to consider what effect the introduction of 
labour by immigration would have upon the present occupiers of the land. In a list of some 
18 or 20 names that was given to me of persons who are ready to give immediate employment 
to immigrants, I find there are three occupied in the cultivation of the sugar cane and the manu- 
facture of rum, chiefly for consumption within the islands; some eight or nine in the manu- 
facture of cocoa-nut oil, of which the value, importance, and quantity produced are daily 
increasing ; others in felling wood, and a few in the culture of coffee, cloves, cocoa, rice, tobacco, 
and such articles of minor importance. Others, too, are desirous of turning their attention to 
the importation and pasturing of cattle, for _re-exportation to the Mauritius market, for which 
many spots in the islands are calculated. The collection of tortoiseshell for exportation is also 
a very considerable resource at the present moment. It is to the cheaper and easier, and more 
profitable production of such things that the first labour of the immigrants would be applied 
many now neglected properties would, probably, by their means be gradually brought again 
under cultivation, and the successful development of the minor resources of the islands would 
be the best guarantee of the results that might’be expected to ensue, if at any future period 
capital and labour should be applied to a more extended and more general branch of industry. 

14. The increase of available labour will not eventually be confined to the number of hands 
introduced from other places, their very introduction, in connection with other measures, being 
calculated to have the effect of gradually bringing the services of the present idle population 
again into use. The power of procuring labour on other and less disadvantageous terms will 
enable proprietors to put a stop to the pernicious system which now exists, as the only one by 
which they can obtain assistance of any kind towards cultivating their land, even for the small 
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amount of produce necessary for the subsistence of themselves and their households, namely, 
that of permitting their families to squat, so to say, on their properties, on the condition, in 
some cases, of labouring half the week for employer and half for themselves ; in others of giving 
up half the produce of their plantings as a return for the right of occupation. ‘This system of 
association is of scarcely any benefit to the proprietors, as'they have no legal means of exacting 
the fulfilment of such loose conditions, They have consequently been obliged to have recourse 
to the baneful expedient of multiplying this species of holding indefinitely, in order to give 
themselves a better chance of gaining the aggregate amount of work, or of produce, which they 
require, by having as large a number as possible to rely upon for it. The cessation of this 
system would necessarily force this class of the population to seek for other modes of subsist- 
ence, and perhaps eventually induce them to accept of wages for work, with their accompanying 
obligations and conditions. 

15. That means exist at present within the islands for introducing, employing, and paying 
labour on a small scale as a commencement, I have no reason to doubt. Those persons inte- 
rested in the Seychelles, who have from time to time petitioned on this point, being desirous of 
making out as strong a case as possible in order to induce the Government not only to grant 
but to bear the expense of the introduction of labour, and to find the wages for its employment 
afterwards, lave so far exaggerated their position in this respect, as by proving too much 
almost to have defeated the most important part of the objects they had in view, namely, the 
introduction of labour. In order to gain the second of their demands, namely, a gift or loan of 
money, they have represented themselves as totally devoid of capital, and consequently scarcely 
left themselves the option of accepting the first without the second, or the Government the 
power of granting the one without the other. I am assured, however, that the case is by no 
means so bad as represented by themselves, and that if the first part of their demand is granted, 
means will be forthcoming to meet the expenses of its introduction and to remunerate its em- 
ployment, unless too high a rate of wages is established. 

16. I am far, however, from intending to assert that the system of Indian immigration in 
force at Mauritius could possibly be extended to the Seychelles. There is neither the requisite 
machinery for this nor the funds necessary for supplying it, nor is there that regular ship com- 
munication with India which would ensure either the due arrival of the immigrants nor their 
restoration to their country at the termination of the period of their engagements; nor are the 
vessels belonging to this port, upon which the inhabitants rely for importing labour, adequate 
either in point of size or comfort to conform to the regulations imposed in this particular ; neither 
could the high amount of remuneration be given which is required for the services of such immi- 
grants, another obvious objection to its extension ; neither is the absence of any quarantine esta- 
blishment to guard against the introduction of those infectious diseases of which India is so 
prolific, but from which these islands are entirely free. 

17. The scheme proposed by the inhabitants to meet their present wants in that respect is 
that they should be authorized to introduce in their own vessels, and at their own expense, 
immigrant labourers either from Madagascar, if the ports of that island should be reopened, 
and means should be established of doing so legally, or if otherwise from those ports on the 
African coast at which British Consuls reside, who they consider might be charged with the 
duty of superintending their regular, legal, and voluntary embarkation, That upon their arrival 
in Port Victoria the principal officer of police should be invested with the functions exercised at 
Port Louis by the protector of immigrants. That in consideration that the employers will 
have themselves to bear the expense of their introduction and of their restoration at ihe end of 
their time of service, the wages they should be required to give should not exceed two dollars 
per month, with food, and that contract engagements should be entered into for a term of three 
years, to be regularly received before the stipendiary magistrate, who would guard against all 
abuses. The necessaries of life are so easily obtained and so abundant in these islands, and it 
would be so evidently the interest of the employers to keep their workmen in a state of health 
and efficiency, that bas inclined to believe that if this scheme, with such modifications as it 
may require, were to receive the sanction of the Government, the position of those immigrants 
would be a most advantageous one to themselves as well as to their employers. 

18. In order that it may be understood, how it is that, notwithstanding the depressed’condi- 
tion of the dependency, capital of any kind can still be found for making the proposed experi- 
ment, it is necessary that certain changes which have taken place in the population since the 
cessation of labour should be considered. Previously to the emancipation, each proprietor 
was in the habit of importing himself, from Mauritius, whatever he required to meet the wants 
of his establishment, beyond such as the cultivation of his lane supplied. Since then, however, 
their establishments have become so diminished, and their requirements so small, as to render 
this practice unnecessary and inconvenient. They are now consequently dependent upon the 
shops of Port Victoria, for such imported articles as they still require, and even, in many in- 
stances, for things which the country itself used formerly to produce, especially rice. 

Tne members of the new population were left at the same time to provide themselves with 
clothing and other necessaries, which had previously been supplied them by their masters, and as 
with their freedom their wants have increased, they also have become good customers. From 
these circumstances, the number of shops has largely increased. ‘The remains of the capital 
of the landowners, and of the sums received by them for indemnity, has been gradually passing 
into the hands of the shopkeepers, who have thus enriched themselves at their expense, and by 
the high prices which circumstances have enabled them to place on their goods, and now form 
a remarkably large and influential class for so small a place. Many of them have conse- 
quently been atatled to purchase land, while at the same time many of the more enterprizing 
land owners have found it to their interest to set up shops, and it is in both cases by the profits 
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made in them, that they have now the means to employ labour, to some extent, upon their 

lands. It is to these persons, also, that all the shipping now employed, chiefly in importing 

goods from Mauritius, and exporting the small amount of produce they can furnish in ex- 

regis and which is now proposed to be made use of for the introduction of immigrant labour; 
elongs. 

19. In considering the means by which an impetus may be given to the march of improve- 
ment in these islands, J have hitherto confined myself to the subject of the introduction of 
labour, as being of paramount importance to all others. In connection with this point, consi- 
derable complaints are made in the dependency of the scarcity of money in circulation, and 
great desire is expressed for legislative interference in this particular. Gifts and loans, and 
branch banks are spoken of as remedies for this inconvenience, all, or any of which would, no 
doubt, be very desirable things, and very well adapted to assist the inhabitants in availing 
themselves of the resources of the country, so as by increased production and exportation, to stop 
the continua] flow of money out of it. I am inclined, however, to think that the creation of 
labour by itself, in the first instance, without any artificial creation of capital, is calculated to 
clear the way towards that object, and I rely upon increased appreciation and knowledge of 
those resources, if they should prove to be such as they are represented, to attract by natural 
means, that extension of capital which is so requisite to their full development. 

20. There is another view, however, in which the condition of these islands must be regarded, 
and which renders it necessary, not only to consider their future prospects, but more particu- 
larly to pay attention to their available means, under present circumstances. Complaints have 
been continually made at Mauritius, that they do not pay the expenses of their administration, 
and consequently are a burthen upon, instead of an advantage to the colony of which they are 
a dependency ; and it appears to have been taken for granted, in many quarters, notwithstand- 
ing the palpable fact of their revenue, however dissatisfactory, having been latterly an increasing 
one, that no possibility exists, of its ever reaching such a point as to exceed, or even to equal 
their expenditure. Upon this conviction, whether really entertained or assumed, as incontro- 
vertible, in the hopes, thereby, of proving the injustice of casting the burthen of their mainte- 
nance upon the people of Mauritius, it has been proposed to withdraw from them all kinds of 
superintendence, and to leave them in the same position as the many other scattered, and 
scarcely occupied, islands, which are reckoned among the dependencies of the colony. My 
own inquiries, however, have brought me to the conviction that the portion of their expenses, 
which they bear themselves, has been somewhat under-rated, and that there is every reason 
to expect they will be able, in no very long space of time, to bear the rest of them, if measures 
are taken for enabling them to do so, and if they are looked upon as an integral part of the 
colony, and one, consequently, whose interest and requirements ought to be considered, as well 
as those of any other portion. 

21. In the yearly statements of the revenue derived from the Seychelles, it has been usual to 
put down, as its customs returns, merely the amount of duty received at the Custom House of 
Port Victoria. This necessarily exhibits a very insignificant item, owing to the small number of 
vessels that trade directly with it, or that occasionally or accidentally visit it. The great bulk 
of the articles consumed at Seychelles, is not introduced by such means, but from Mauritius 
itself, by vessels belonging either to these islands, or to Mauritius, and the duties thereon, 
which must amount to a considerable sum, have already been received at the Port Louis Cus- 
tom House. ‘To consider only those received at Port Victoria, as forming the customs revenues 
of the islands, is much the same thing as to consider as the customs of Mauritius, only those 
duties which are received at Mahebourg, or any other minor port which it may possess. It 
is obvious also, on the same grounds, that a proportion of the port dues exacted at Port Louis, 
should be reckoned as an item in the returns of Port Victoria. I have attempted by reference 
to the manifests of vessels, and other documents of the kind to which I have access, to make 
an approximate calculation of the sum which ought fairly to be added from these sources to 
the statement of the yearly revenue of the dependency, but, as these papers are silent on many 
points of importance to the inquiry, I have found it necessary to apply to the several importers 
and consignees, for further information. More time and trouble have therefore to be expended 
than I anticipated, and I am consequently obliged to postpone till a future opportunity, the 
transmission of the detailed statements on this point, which I had intended to enclose herewith. 
I presume, however, that accurate information could in the mean time be furnished by the 
Custom House of Port Louis. My attention has also been drawn to a Parliamentary docu- 
ment, in which the importations of these islands is valued at 20,0007. per annum. If this is a 
correct statement, it will not be difficult to calculate the amount of customs duties received 
thereon. 

22. The statements of the yearly revenue and expenditure of this dependency, furnished to 
his Excellency Sir G. Anderson by the Hon. the Auditor-General in October of last year, and 


; put into my hands previously to my departure from Mauritius, show the former to amount to 


1,3542., and the latter to 4,4112. 12s. Upon looking, however, into the details of the latter, I 
find that there are several deductions to be made, arising partly from want of information on 
the part of the Auditor-General, and partly from changes made since that time, amounting 
in ail to a sum of 538i. 8s., the items of which I have placed in the margin. There will also, 
in future years, be a further sum of 240/. to be deducted from the annual disbursements, if it 
should be thought fit to act upon the suggestions I have made in another letter relating to the 
state of the public buildings in Port Victoria. These two sums will eventually bring down the 
expenditure to about 3,643/. Taking the statement of the yearly revenue to be in the main 
correct, there will, on the other hand, be a considerable sum to be added, which I have shown 
to be received at the Custom-House of Port Louis, and as forming part of the revenue of these 
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oe leaving a much smaller deficiency to be provided for than is generally supposed to be 
the case, 

23. The question then remains, whether this difference is to be made up by effecting further 
reductions in the expenditure, or by taking measures to increase the amount of revenue pro- 
duced, if practicable. With regard to the first method, a smaller sum might certainly be 
placed opposite the name of each functionary receiving a salary, but I am of opinion that by 
so doing a due regard would not be shown to the efficiency of the service. With reference to 
this question of salaries, that of the Civil Commissioner has already been reduced 2002. In 
order to ensure the appointment of an able and efficient judge, a less salary than that now 
given would scarcely suffice. For performing the responsible duties of chief officer of police 
in a country where, from the absence of education, and the prevalence of idleness and drunken- 
ness, petty misdemeanours and disorders, if not greater aims, are of constant occurrence, a 
salary of 120/. per annum is not too liberal, especially as the functions of the Ministére Public 
are attached to them. ‘The pay of the police brigadiers and guards, which, taken in a mass, is 
the largest item of the expenditure, might perhaps be so re-arranged as to give greater efficiency 
to their services, by increasing the number, so as to insure a more efficient superintendence over 
the other islands of the group than with the present force can be exercised, but certainly no 
diminution is practicable. In a country where nothing is to be gained by private practice, the 
medical officer’s salary of 150/. a year can hardly be reduced; and the remaining ones, namely, 
of the registrar of the Court, and of the inspectors of distilleries, appear to be not unreasonable. 
With regard to allowances, and especially that made to the Civil Commissioner for boat-hire, 
to which my attention was drawn by his Excellency Sir G. Anderson, I am not yet in a posi- 
tion to judge of its necessity, having hitherto been unable to visit the islands, as I intended, and 
consequently being unacquainted with the expense usually incurred in so doing; nor am I yet 
aware at what intervals it will be necessary to make such visits. The other allowances are 
chiefly for stationery and office purposes, among which the only change which appears to me 
immediately desirable to be made is in that given to the “juge de paix,” which I think should 
be considered as so made for all the purposes of the Court over which he presides, and not for 
his personal use only, so that the registrar of the Court, in the performance of whose duties 
connected with the Court the greatest amount of stationery is consumed, may have some benefit 
by it, especially as the judge also receives, as I am informed, a large allowance of stationery, 
not included in the statement of revenue and expenditure, in his character of acting stipendiary 
magistrate. ‘The other expenses are those of the ecclesiastical and educational establishment, 
which I have attempted to show, in another letter, requires great extension. 

24. Notwithstanding this, it might still be necessary, under the pressure of circumstances, 
to reduce all and each of these expenses to the minimum sum upon which the duties for which 
they are provided could possibly be performed, unless means could be found for meeting them 
by increasing the revenue out of which they are to be paid. For the purpose of showing that 
means are at hand for the adoption of the latter course, it is necessary to consider the population 
of these islands as divided into three classes, with a view of determining to what extent each of 
them is capable of bearing its part of the taxation necessary to be impesed for supplying the 
deficiency complained of. Of these, the first class, or landed proprietors, usually the most 
capable of bearing the burdens of Government, is, from the circumstances before alluded to, in 
the worst position ofall for so doing, those among them, who also form part of the second class, 
or shopkeepers, being almost the only ones on whom such an imposition would not be a hard- 
ship. It may, and probably will be desirable, in a very short time, to raise the amount of the 
tax imposed upon licenses for distilling, and the duties levied on the consumption of rum, not 
so much for the purpose of raising revenue, but of rain some check upon the disorders con- 
sequent upon its present cheapness; with this exception, I think the first class may fairly claim 
to be exempted from any immediate tax being put upon them, except, perhaps, for local pur- 
poses, until such time as their position has been improved by the introduction of labour, or by 
any other facilities afforded them for the cultivation of their estates, 

25. I have already remarked upon the springing-up of a large shopkeeping class since the 
period of the emancipation. As an evidence of this, | have given in the margin a return of the 
number of licenses of all kinds now held in the islands. Notwithstanding their number, how- 
ever, there is but little competition among them so as to keep down the price of their goods; 
a sufficient proof of the importation and consumption that takes place. Their profits are con- 
sequently large, their prices being in general very wearly double what they are at Mauritius, 
The profitable nature of their trade is evidenced by the number of persons, not natives of the 
islands, who come from Mauritius and even from Bourbon for the purpose of engaging in it. 
If any one class more than another is in a position to be called upon to beara fair share in 
supplying the necessities of Government, it is this; and I am decidedly of opinion, that the 
extension by proclamation to this dependency of those Ordinances, under the provisions of 
which duties are payable upon licenses at Mauritius, with such modifications as would render 
them applicable, especially the reduction by one-third of the rates of duty so leviable, would 
operate most fairly and most beneficially in decreasing the deficiency of its revenue. 

26. I think I may also venture to assert, that the remaining class, namely, that which is 
called the new population, is now, in great part, fit to bear a portion of the expenses of Govern- 
ment, and that the time is come when they should be called upon to do so. Without having 
received as a body any improvement from education, and although in some of the less acces- 
sible parts of this island numbers of them are to be found living in a state in very little, if in 
anything, differing from that of the savage natives of the islands of the south, many on the 
other hand have, since the period of their emancipation considerably bettered their coudition. 
They have more comforts and more wants than formerly; the fish they catch, and the produce 
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of the plots of ground they are permitted on various conditions to occupy, fully support them, 
and by the sale of such produce they are enabled to purchase their clothes and other neces- 
saries, and ‘they even manage by this means, and by their labour, whenever they chose to 
work, and which is always in demand, to amass money, which they horde and hide in bamboo 
knots, and tin boxes, and with which they even purchase land; they have a growing fondness ° 
for dress, which however stands a chance of giving way to an increasing taste for rum, and a 
peculiar weakness for eau-de-Cologne, so called, and pomatum, The most idle can always 
manage to live by depredation, or by the honester, but almost as idle, occupation of fishing, 
which latter is their great resource. J was in hopes of being able to state in the margin the 
number of boats employed throughout the islands for this purpose, but the returns are not yet 
complete. It is, however, I am convinced from the inquiries I have made, and from my own 
observation, so considerable, as to authorize me in coming to the conclusion, that the extension 
to the Seychelles of the Ordinances in force in Mauritius for obliging all persons so employed 
to take out boat and fishing licences, again, with such modifications as would reduce by one- 
third the rates of duty payable thereon, would operate beneficially both upon the revenue, and 
upon this class of the population, by inducing them to have recourse to labour, at least, so far 
as necessary, to enable them to purchase such licenses. This might also have the effect of 
gradually deterring them from relying so much upon the produce of the sea for their support, 
and so assist in forming them to more industrious habits of life. 

27. These two measures in connexion with the increased consumption of imported articles 
which would be brought about by the more prosperous condition of the dependency, con- 
sequent upon the facilities given by the introduction of labour for developing its resources, 
would, I believe, soon bring up the revenue to the desired amount. It must not however be 
forgotten, that but little improvement in revenue under the head of increased importations will 
be apparent, so long as the system continues of only accounting as such the duties actually 
received at Port Victoria. 

28. There are many purposes of a local nature, irrespective of the ordinary expenses of the 
administration, for which it is very desirable, that funds should be provided. ‘The education 
of all classes of the inhabitants is, at this present moment, almost at a stand still ; and what- 
ever measures may be decided upon for remedying this defect, it will probably be considered 
advisable, that some portion of the expense attendant thereon should fall upon those for whose 
benefit it is incurred. Throughout the whole extent of the islands, such a thing as a road 
does not exist, unless the tortuous and rocky paths, which lead from habitation to bab.tation, 
may be dignified with such a name; even these are in a neglected state, owing to the in- 
operativeness of the police regulation, by which each proprietor is called upon to keep in order 
such as run through his own estate. Except in one or two places in the immediate vicinity of 
Port Victoria, the rivers and mountain streams are uncrossed by bridges, and, in fact, all the 
communications between the different parts of the island are in the worst possible state. In- 
creased cultivation will require increased facilities of intercourse, and it is of importance that 
some improvement in this particular, should, at least, be commenced. The burial-ground of 
Port Victoria and the road to it are only maintained in anything like a state of cleanliness and 
decency by the casual aid of a prisoner or two condemned to hard labour, Attempts have 
been made to meet. some of these requirements by voluntary subscriptions, but with little 
effect.; and as on such occasions, the honest contributors who keep their promises, have had 
to pay for those who do not, a renewal of the experiment is not likely to be received favourably. 
A general tax assessed proportionally upon the whole community, perhaps in the case of road 
making convertible into so many days’ labour, would meet the exigencies of the case, and 
committees of the inhabitanis most: interested in carrying out such objects, might be formed 
in the separate localities for the purpose of ensuring its collection, and directing its appli- 
cation. ; 

29. Upon a consideration of the whole subject, and looking particularly to the benefit which 
must accrue to these ,islands by the establishment of steam communication, especially in 
spreading a knowledge of their resources, and thus attracting to their shores the energy and 
the capital of which they are so much in need; and calculating upon the gradual formation 
of a labouring population by means of immigration, and. the competition which it will intro- 
duce, and by the effects of education and civilization in forming habits of industry in all classes, 
I am induced to believe, that the future prospects of these long neglected islands are not un- 
promising, and that hopes may be fairly entertained that the state of decay into which they 
are fallen, is not such as to defy all exertions which may be made for their improvement. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) Rosert W. Keare, Civil Commissioner. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, 
&e. &c &e. 
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(No. 17.) No. 37. 
Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Hiceinson to Earl Grey. 
My Lorp, Mauritius, February 4, 1851. 


1. I have the honour to enclose a very interesting communication, dated 
29th August, 1850, and addressed to the Colonial Secretary by Mr. Keate, the 
Civil Commissioner of Seychelles, on the state of religious and secular education 
in those Dependencies. 

2. I also append to this a letter on the same subject addressed to Sir George 
Anderson by the Bishop of Colombo, during his episcopal visitation at Mahé. 

3. While I agree with the Civil Commissioner in lamenting the deficiency, 
if not the total absence of all instruction, which unfortunately characterises the 
moral condition of these islands, I also concur with him in admitting the neces- 
sity of taking measures to mitigate if not to eradicate so great an evil. 

4. But as I foresee certain objections likely to be raised by the Roman 
Catholic portion of the inhabitants in this colony toa large grant of money 
from the colonial treasury being advanced for the purposes of education in a 
Protestant school, and as I acknowledge the force of the Civil Commissioner's 
remark, that to deprive the Protestant teachers of the small influence which, in 
the absence of any others, they have hitherto enjoyed in Port Victoria, by sub- 
stituting in their place those of a different creed, would be to surrender a 
present advantage without the prospect of getting any equivalent benefit, I am 
inclined to advise that, in the first instance, only so much money should be 
devoted to the purpose of education as would secure for the children in Victoria 
one good English schoolmaster and mistress, each members of the Church of 
England, from whom the pupils might learn not only the English language, 
but also imbibe English principles. 

5. And I am also disposed to believe that some arrangement might be made 
by which the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts 
would share the expense of providing for the support of this school. In fact, 
I would propose that the Government should rather contribute to the support 
and improvement of the school already maintained by the society, than establish 
a new one entirely at its own expense. 

6. I am in hopes that this scheme, though it. would leave undone much that 
it is highly desirable to do, would yet constitute the basis of a future and more 
perfect system of education in dependencies which havc been too long neglected, 
but the improvement and progress of which might, with due attention, be sub- 
stantially promoted. 

I have, &c., 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, JNO. HIGGINSON. 
&e. &e. &e. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 37. 


Sir, Port Victoria, Seychelles, August 29, 1850. 


1. In the instructions furnished to me for my guidance, by desire of his Excellency 
the Governor, previously to my departure from Mauritius, my attention was, amongst 
other things, particularly directed towards the consideration of the state of religion within 
these dependencies, with especial reference to the Church of England, the effectiveness of 
its administration, and the probability of its spread ; and towards the question of education, 
as being inseparably connected with that of religion. 

2. The unexpected but very welcome visit of the Lord Bishop of Colombo to these 
shores, for which the best thanks of its inhabitants are due to his Excellency, has almost 
taken these subjects out of my hands, and the Report which his Lordship has prepared 
upon the actual position and future prospects of these islands in these particulars will 
afford his Excellency that general information which he requires. It remains for me, 
however, to furnish in addition those details which the great and immed ate importance 
of the subject had induced me to collect as soon as goantle after reaching my destination. 
These, together with such remarks as they have suggested to me, I have now the honour 
of submitting for his Excellency’s consideration. 

3. The first Enclosure, which I have the honour to submit, is the Rev. Mr Delafon- 
taine's reply to a letter I addressed to him, as Civil Chaplain, requesting information. In 
it the.average attendance at the services held in the temporary chapel, and at the schools 
attached to it, is given, and a somewhat congratulatory view is taken of the success he has 
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obtained under what he justly considers as disadvantageous circumstances. At the same 
time I cannot disguise from myself the fact that the Church of England has not hitherto 
made that progress which was anticipated, and apparently with so much reason, at its first 
introduction into the islands; and without, for the present, taking into consideration the 
circumstances to which Mr. Delafontaine alludes, as having been unfavourable, before my 
arrival, to its extension, it is not difficult to perceive the general nature of the difficulties 
with which it has had to contend, and the causes which have led to a result, comparatively 
speaking, so unsatisfactory. 

4. These, however, do not operate in the same degree, nor are they precisely the same 
in each division of the community, namely the white and the coloured population. There 
is in fact a different set of difficulties to be met in either case. I shall first attempt to 
show what these are with regard to the coloured people, as being the most numerous, and 
to ee out what in my opinion are the most feasible means of overcoming them. 

. With a general character for mildness and tractability, and, though his standard of 
morality is a low one, little apt to commit serious or violent crimes, the negro of these 
islands is sunk in the deepest ignorance. His mind is apparently inca able of receiving 
any but the most simple and ordinary ideas, and this is one great difficulty with which the 
Church of England in its present incomplete state has to contend ;—a Church which, if it 
does not entirely ignore the influence of the senses and the imagination upon the heart 
and the feelings, addresses itself principally to the intellects of its hearers ; which seeks 
to convince rather than to persuade, and to enforce its doctrines and its precepts by 
proving their agreement wit the truth, rather than by inculcating a blind belief, or 
setting up an arbitrary, overstrained authority. The aid of education, then, to prepare, and 
almost produce, an intellect in its hearers, is of paramount importance. The latter portion 
of Mr. Delafontaine’s statement, as well as the other three Enclosures I transmit here- 
with, will show sufficiently how little assistance it has received in this respect among the 
children of the coloured population ; it will be seen, there is not at this moment a greater 
number than seventy-five (75) receiving an kind of education, and I can mention. from 
my own personal observation, that what they do receive is of the most elementary de- 
scription. 

6. At the same time that the Church has been deprived of this so essential co-operation, 
it has been equally without those outward signs and demonstrations of its presence, im- 
portant at all times and in all places, but which are especially calculated to draw the atten- 
tion and excite the curiosity of an ignorant people, on whose external senses a first 
impression is more easily made than on their mental perceptions. The services of the 
Church are now held in a building, which, though not unseemly in itself, has nothing of 
the appearance of a place of worship, or, in fact, anything to distinguish it from the 
other buildings around. Its existence is robably unknown, as well as that of the schools 
attached to it, to the greater portion of the population dwelling beyond the immediate 

recincts of Port Victoria; and this brings me to another most serious difficulty which 

as to be met, and to which Mr. Delafontaine also alludes, namely, the absence of all 
means of conveying to the scattered inhabitants of the rest of the island, and still more 
to those of the other islands of the group, even that scanty portion of religious and secular 
teaching which has been extended to Port Victoria. 

7. Mr. Delafontaine’s report, so far as education is concerned, applies almost entirely to 
the coloured population. His Excellency will perceive from the other Enclosures, that in 
this respect the whites are in no better condition than their more humble countrymen. But 
besides this absence of education, which of course operates as powerfully in the one case 
as in the other in retarding the spread of Church principles and practices, other causes 
exist which apply entirely to this portion of the population. 

8. With the exception of the few Englishmen who have been left from time to time on the 
islands by whalers and other vessels, the greater portion of the white population are the 
descendants of the old French proprietors of the soil, and as such, though, from the absence of 
all religious teaching whatever, the tenets ef the Roman Catholic Church are for the most part 
unknown and indifferent to them, retain at least, when they think at all upon the subject, a 
traditionary predilection for its pomps and ceremonies. For this additional reason the absence 
of almost all outward sign of the presence of the Church has acted more strongly upon them 
even than upon the coloured population. Another feeling which has descended to them from 
their slave-holding progenitors, and which exists a3 a considerable obstacle to the advancement 
and spread of religion and education among them, is the decided antipathy they show to mix- 
ing, aa themselves with the blacks in church, or permitting their children to do so at 
school. 

9, Besides these difficulties and drawbacks, there have existed others, to which I allude with 
some reluctance, but which have certainly retarded the march of improvement and that spread 
of Church principles which began with so fair a promise of success. Differences and disagree- 
ments appear to have sprung up where they ought least to have been found; and in a cause 
which demanded not only the absence of all personal feeling and selfish motives, but the earnest 
co-operation of all who, from their position, could atford aid and encouragement. Into the 
details of these matters I have thought it best not to look for the present, in the hopes that 
they will be numbered amongst the things that are past, and that experience of the injury they 
have inflicted upon the cause, together with the advice which I am aware the Bishop of Co- 
lombo has given on the subject, will prevent the recurrence of anything similar in future. [ 
‘hought it right, however, not entirely to omit all mention of them. 4 

10. Notwithstanding these difficulties, I am very far from taking an unhopeful view of the 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 291 


probability of the spread of the Church of England in these islands from henceforward, if 
prompt and proper measures are taken to counteract their effects. The erection of a church, 
and the contemporaneous extension of the means of education among all classes, are the first 
requirements, The former will exhibit to the white man that outward appearance of reality 
for which his predilections incline him to look. The seats in it may be so arranged and 
appropriated as to meet his prejudices on the subject of race and colour, and, above all, he 
may be induced to perceive and understand, what under present circumstances is of great im- 
portance, that it is to the Church and its ordinances, and not to the clergyman personally, that 
he is invited to come. ‘The establishment at the same time in Port Victoria of a Government 
school, in which the English language and English ideas and sentiments should be gradually 
taught and inculcated, would not only fit him to understand and appreciate those truths to 
which he would listen in his place in church, but would make him in all other respects a 
better and more useful member of society. Such a school would be looked upon as a great 
boon by the inhabitants, and would be met by them, I am convinced, in a spirit of liberality 
and encouragement. 

11. In order to extend at the same time the benefits of education among the coloured popu- 
lation, it appears to me of great importance that, in addition to the free-school in Port Vic- 
toria, now maintained principally at the expense of the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts, others should be set up in one or two spots in this island, where the 
oS gaat is most numerous, as well as, if possible, on the islands of Praslin and Ladigue. 

r. Delafontaine should be instructed to visit and inspect these schools periodically, and he 
would be enabled upon each visit to make use of the buildings appropriated as schools for the 
celebration of the services of the Church—thus meeting in some measure the difficulty to which 
I have before alluded, of extending its teaching into the more distant parts of the island. He 
should be instructed to do the same at regular intervals at Praslin and Ladigue, and at such 
other of the islands as appear to offer a field for his exertions. 

12. These measures are, I firmly believe, calculated to clear away many of the difficulties 
which have hitherto obstructed the march of religious and moral improvement in these islands. 
Few would remain to be conquered beyond what are presented by the natural indolence and 
idleness of the people, and their present indifference on the subject, the fruit of ignorance and 
long neglect. These, however, would gradually wear away, as the results become day by day 
more apparetit. ‘The young, being brought up in better principles, and acquiring at the same 
time habits of industry and perseverance, would become more useful to the community at large 
than their fathers were before them, and may eventually be expected to become, what they 
certainly are not now, and what in fact has at present no existence here, namely, the labouring 
population of the country. 

13. [ am in hopes that no long period of time will elapse before one of these measures which 
appear to me so necessary may be put into execution, namely, the erection of a church. For 
this purpose a considerable sum of money has been collected from various sources, which, with 
the usual contribution of Government, will be sufficient for the purpose. A petition will be 
presented to his Excellency the Governor, with a view to effecting this object as soon as a 
question regarding the proposed site shall have been decided, which will come before his Ex- 
celleucy more appropriately in a Report which I shall shortly have the honour of submitting 
on the subject of the public buildings of this dependency. With regard to the other measures, 
namely, the means of extending education when the views of the Government are known upon 
the subject, it will remain to be seen whether any and what portion of the expenses which will 
necessarily be incurred can be borne by the inhabitants. 

14. There is one other point in connection with these subjects which remains to be noticed, 
relatively, namely, to the Roman Catholic religion as existing in these islands, ‘The petition 
for sending hither a priest of that faith has numerous signatures on the back of it ; but in order 
to attach any weight to names affixed to petitions and such like documents in these islands, a 
rigid investigation is always necessary into the motives by which the writers were actuated at 
the time of signing. In these inquiries I am at present occupied with reference to the petition 
in question ; and I have been in some measure induced to do so by observing among the signa- 
tures attached to an address of thanks, presented to the Bishop of Colombo on his departure 
from hence, several of the same names which appear upon the petition for a Roman Catholic 
priest ; and I am aware that, among those who have so signed the petition, some at least are 
actuated by motives for which, as far as I know to the contrary, cause may have been given, 
but which are of a personal and private nature. Some, no doubt, among the petitioners have 
a real desire for the presence of a priest of that faith among them; and 1 propose to test their 
earnestness in this desire, by requiring them to show to what extent they are ready to meet the 
expense that would be incurred by acceding to their demand. I am, however, already per- 
_ suaded that the religious harmony of the island, which has already received some rude shocks, 
would be still further risked by so doing ; and I am of opinion that, before venturing on such 
a course, it would be advisable to wait till the effects of the measures I have proposed for the 
extension of religion and education shall have been seen, in case they should appear to his 
Excellency the Governor worthy of consideration, and of being eventually carried into 
execution. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed ) Rovert W. Keatr, 
To the Colonial Secretary, : Civil Commissioner. 
&e. &e. 
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SEYCHELLES. Sir, Port Victoria, Mahé, August 10, 1850. 
a 1, Wrru reference to my letter of the 7th, and in reply to yours of the 6th instant, 
requesting from me information relative to— 
1. The state of religion in those islands, especially as regards the Church of England, 
its administration, and the probability of its spread. 
2. The Roman Catholic religion, as existing at Seychelles. 
3. The state of education, the number and character of schools existing in these islands, 
the attendance therein, and the extent of the instruction conveyed. 
I have now the honour to submit for your consideration the following statements. 

2. With regard to the state of religion in general, it is well known here that those of the 
inhabitants who do not belong to the Protestant Church either belong to no church at all, or 
live in the saddest indifference in point of religion, not excepting those professing to be Roman 
Catholics ; and as regards especially the Church of England, its administration, and the pro- 
bability of its spread, the following particulars will, I am sure, afford motives of gratification 
for the present, and of encouragement for the future. 

a. The number of baptisms performed up to this date, as extracted from my registers, are 
as follows: | 

Baptisms at Mahé. ‘ a eg pe eM as - 886 
os La Dique : . . : A : - 94 
- Praslin . ° F F : c . «NG 


ne Curieuse , A . 3 . . ele 
2 Silhouette . A > : qi ' * S30 
1106 


To which must be added those performed by the Reveren 
Morton, not registered, but estimated at. > ¢ + #200 


Total F . . $ . - 1306 
From which return it results that much more than a fifth part of the whole population of the 
Seychelles have been introduced into the Church of England by baptism. 

&. The number of persons admitted to communion, as extracted from my register, is 44. 
‘Those 44 communicants were included in the number of 70 persons indicated by me to the 
Lord Bishop,of Colombo as prepared for confirmation. 

c. The regular attendance, both at morning and evening services on Sundays, and at the 
evening services on working days, is not less than 100 persons. And I beg to observe, that if 
the building in which public worship is performed were larger, the attendance would certainly 
be greater than it now is. 

d. The marriages solemnized are 75. 

e. The funerals performed, 210. 

I feel it my duty, and beg to state, on the subject of the Church of England as existing in 
these dependencies, and it is my well-grounded conviction, that if circumstances before your 
arrival had not been so unfavourable as they have unfortunately proved to have been to the 
spread of the Gospel and the extension of the Churcli, I should certainly have had the pleasure, 
on this gratifying occasion, of reporting a greater and more encouraging success. But those 
circumstances are well known to his Excellency the Governor (having been reluctantly com- 

lled to report them to him, under date of 3rd July, 1849), and they are “ past trials,” as 
the Lord Bishop of Colombo is so kind as to express himself in his comforting letter to me. 
I therefore cannot but rejoice at the new era now opening for the free expansion of Christian 
truth amongst the inhabitants of these islands. I also have not the least doubt but you will 
easily perceive that if, notwithstanding long and hard difficulties, the good cause has not failed 
to make some progresses, it will, now that such impediments as above alluded to are removed, 
spread itself more generally amongst the ignorant, but mild and well-disposed, emancipated 
population. Under the blessing of God and the protection of Government, I am satisfied that 
not many years will pass over before the most part of the inhabitants of these islands have been 
received into the bosom of the Church of England. 

3. Regarding the Roman Catholic religion, as existing in these dependencies, I do not feel 
at liberty thus officially to express my opinion, as it might be considered as not impartial. 
Yet, as you call on me for a tiie statement on the subject, I venture to say that the Roman 
Catholie tenets and practices are quite unknown to the vast majority of the inhabitants, and 
that a priest of that faith, if sent hither, would infallibly be a cause of religious disharmony, 
and an impediment to the peaceful progress and final establishment of the Church of Eng- 
land here. 

4. The state of education is very far from being what it ought to be. This principal 
dependency of the Mauritius has utterly been left without adequate means for the spreading of 
the beneficial effects of public education amongst the inhabitants at large, as the following 
informations will amply prove. 

At Port Victoria, whose population I do not exactly know, but cannot be less than one 
thousand inhabitants, there exist four schools, viz. :— 

1. A school for boys, supported by the Incorporated Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts, having this month 23 scholars on the list. Mr. Constant Collie, 
master. 

2. A school for girls, supported likewise by the Incorporated Society, attended this month 
by 29 scholars. Mrs, S. Knowles, mistress. Those two schools, numbering together 52 
scholars, teing under my supervision, are taught in the tenets of the Church of England; the 
other subjects of instruction couveyed therein are reading, writing, English, French, Church 
history, arithmetic, and (in the school for girls) sewing. 
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3. A public school, under Mr. J. M. Collie’s tuition. This school, for many years well 
attended, is now, most unfortunately, almost without paying scholars, owing solely to the in- 
capacity of many to afford the means of having their children as well taught as possible in 
these dependencies. In that school, for which I sincerely hope better days are in store, the 
Church Catechism has been, and is still, generally taught, and the New Testament read, 

4. A public school, kept by Mr. Edward Lefevre, attended by 13 scholars, in which are 
taught reading, writing, French, grammar, arithmetic, and geography, and where the New 

- Testament is daily read. 

5. Such are the scanty means of education for the inhabitants of these long-neglected 
dependencies. The island of Mahé, whose population may be estimated at about. 5000 souls, 
does not possess a single school of any description out of the town of Port Victoria. Thus are 
the 4000 scattered over the rest of the island left entirely to themselves for giving their children 
what is better than food and raiment—namely, a moral and social education. The islands of 
La Digue and Praslin, uniting a population of about 800 inhabitants, are likewise deprived of 
every means of education, ‘ 

6. As to the question, “ Whether any extension of the means of education would ensure an 
adequate return, or would meet with any encouragement amongst the inhabitants?” I am of 
opinion that if the Government were disposed to undertake the necessary arrangements and 
expenses for settling a system of public education, such a desirable enterprise would meet with 
much encouragement, especially in the coloured population. I say “the culoured population,” 
because it has often come under my observation that the white inhabitants have a sort of 
averseness to send their children to the same schools with those of coloured people, and 
generally prefer having their children taught at home, however badly, to sending them to 
schools where no distinction of race or colour exists. 

7. I earnestly hope the above accurate statements regarding the present state of religion and 
education in these interesting islands will draw the kind attention of His Excellency, and it is 
a real comfort to me, as it is to many, to be assured that the 6000 inhabitants over whom you 
preside will, at last, find their way to their moral and social improvement 

I have, &c., 


Robert W. Keate, Esq., (Signed) DELAFONTAINE, 
&e. &e. Civil Chaplain. 
Sir, Port Victoria, Mahé, August 8, 1850. 


In reply to your letter of the 6th instant, calling for information respecting the state 
of education in these dependencies, I have the honour to offer the following observations, made 
during a residence of upwards of 20 years in these islands, 15 of which have been devoted to 
tuition:— 

1. That no regular system of education has ever existed, oreven been thought of here, the local 
authorities never paying any attention to it; and the inhabitants generally, having little or no 
education themselves, and consequently ignorant of its value, have never thought of making 
any application on the subject. It was not until, I think, about three years ago that I was 
called upon by the then Civil Commissioner to furnish returns of the state of my school, 
which has since been done yearly. 

2. The inhabitants are at present for the most part too poor to employ efficient teachers. 

3. Unfortunately for the ex-slave population, who in general seem to wish their children to 
be educated, many of the whites, no doubt from interested motives, dissuade them from 
sending them to the free schools, which, besides, being situated at Port Victoria alone, are of 
course of no utility to the distant parts of this island, nor to the inhabitants of the other islands 
of the archipelago. 

4, The prejudice of colour is also an obstacle to the progress of education, many poor white 
people keeping back their children from the free-schools because they will not have them mix 
with children of colour. 

5. With regard to my own school, which I opened in 1834, the number of pupils has 
varied from 20 to 30, paying from three to five dollars per mensem, until about a year ago, 
when they began to drop off by degrees, so that I cannot be said at present to have a school 
at all, having only the children of my relatives, four strangers paying three or four dollars per 
month, and two gratis. 

The branches taught have been the English and French languages, writing, arithmetic, 
geography, and practical geometry ; but, with few exceptions, the pupils have not been long 
enough at school to become proficients, having been generally taken away as soon as they 
were old enough to go to sea, which appears to be the only eligible profession for young people 
in these dependencies. 

With regard to religious instruction, I have made all my scholars learn the Church 
Catechism, and those whose parents have desired, or at my instance permitted it, have been 
baptized, instructed in the principles of the Protestant faith, 

Such, Sir, are the observations that occur to me at present; but should you require any 
further assistance in your inquiries, I shall feel honoured by your commands in as far as I 
can be of any service in a work so desirable for the welfare of the community dver which you 
preside, and which cannot fail to succeed since his Excellency and you take so much interest 


in it. 
IT have, &e., 
R. W. Keate, Esq., Civil Commissioner, (Signed) J. M. Cotuie. 
&e. &e. &e. 
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(Translation. ) 
Sir, Port Victoria, Mahé, August 7, 1850. 


I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday, concerning 
the information you wish to have on the subject of schools in general, and as to whether any 
determination upon the means of education in this country would have beneficial effects, or 
would meet with encouragement on the part of the inhabitants, 

I feel both flattered and honoured by the charge, and will endeavour to acquit myself the 
best in my power. 

1. The number of schools is very limited, consisting, Ist, of a public school, Mr. J. M. 
Collie; 2nd, that of Mr. E. Lefevre, also public; 3rd, that of the Misses D’Offay, also public; 
4th, two others, also at Port Victoria, under the superintendence of the Rev. Mr. Delafontaine, 
civil chaplain. 

2. The extent of instruction given depends ordinarily on the capacity of the masters, and 
confines itself, according to the wishes of the relations, to reading, writing, ciphering, and a 
little geography. 

3. The greatest care is made use of for the instruction of the children. 

4. I think that every means susceptible of producing an advantageous change in the 
progress of instruction here, will be well received on the part of the inhabitants, for almost all. 
of them are fully alive to the blessings of a polished education. 


Mr. Ed. Lefevre’s school. 


Names, Capacity. eur 


——— 


Dols. 

Thomy Cayol . . 4 0 
Evenor Delorié 2 50 
Richmd. do. . 2 50 
P. Templer 2 50 
J. Puren 3 0 
S. Jorre . gratis 
O. D’ Antoine 50 
J. B. Magnant 
Nexet 

N. Cauvin 

E. Hodoul 

C. A. Dupin. 
D. St. Jorre . 


Writing. reading, grammar, 
arithmetic, geography. 


Ciasses from 7 a.m. till 4 pm., with 2 hours interval for breakfast and play. All corporal punish- 
ment is abolished, except kneeling and penitence. I have reason for felicitation in the progress of my 
young pupils. 

I furnish you with these details, Sir, and if you wish for more ample, I am ready to obey. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. Lerevre. 


* Rate according to age, and capacity and position of parents. 


(Translation.) 
Sir, Port Victoria, Mahé, August 9, 1850. 


In reply to your letter dated 7th instant, we have the honour to inform you that 
our school is attended by eight day scholars, from four to eight years of age. Great 
neglect is shown in educating the youth of Mahé; the elements of instruction being 
confined to writing, reading, grammar (French), and the first rules of arithmetic. 
General speaking our pupils make some progress; but the unfortunate position in which 
fathers of families are placed in the Seychelles Islands compels them to withdraw their 
children from school much too early. We have, however, no hesitation in saying that if 
Government were to come to the aid of our institutions, and protected them, the educa- 


tion then given might, as elsewhere, be good and solid. 
We have, &c., 


R. W. Keate, Esq., (Signed) R. and G. D’Orray. 
Civil Commissioner. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 37. 


Sin. Port Victoria, Seychelles, August 17, 1859. 
My visit to the Seychelles, for which your Excellency so considerately made provi- 
sion on my departure from Mauritius, has not been without benefit, I trust, to the Church 


in these interesting islands. a 
On the day of my arrival notice was given, through the prompt assistance of the Civil 


Commissioner, Mr. Keate, of my intention to solemnize Divine Service on the following 
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day, preparatory to the confirmation. It was very fully attended, although the weather 
was most unfavourable. 

On the next day, Friday the 16th, I confirmed 65 members of the Church, resident in 
and around Port Victoria, who had been prepared by the Rev. G. Delafontaine. This 
number would have received considerable addition had my unexpected and very short 
visit been prolonged sufficiently to allow notice to be sent to the other inhabited islands 
of the group, the nearest of which is more than 20 miles distant from this port. 

A subscription has been long in progress for the erection of a church in this the capital 
of the islands ; and I rejoice to assure your Excellency that, with the energetic aid of Mr. 
Keate, there is now every hope of-its accomplishment. The sum of 500/. has been raised, 
which, with the assistance usually granted from the Colonial Treasury, will in all proba- 
bility be quite sufficient. An excellent site has been pointed out to me, for a grant of 
which an application will shortly be made to your Excellency. 

The services both on Sunday and during the week, on every alternate evening, are well 
attended. But the clergyman resides, I think, at too great a distance from his charge for 
its effectual pastoral supervision. This defect it is in the power of your Excellency at 
once to remedy. : 

The other islands of the group are not visited often enough, although on several of 
them there are from 200 to 300 inhabitants. Until the late visit of the chaplain, no 
spiritual ministrations were brought within their reach more frequently than once in 
every two or three years. A small travelling allowance to the chaplain of 20/. per annum 
would ensure to them a quarterly administration of the services and sacraments of the 
Church--of which I would suggest that regular report be annually transmitted to your 
Excellency through the Civil Commissioner. 

The means of education in this the principal island are very scanty, and in the others 
altogether defective. Your Excellency will, I am sure, allow me to press this point 
earnestly on your immediate attention. A Government school in which the English 
language may not only be taught, but required and used by all, should at once be esta- 
blished at Port Victoria, and two others of a more elementary character would be advan- 
tageously opened in the most populous of the inhabited islands or districts. At present 
English is understood by very few, and but little even by them. There is, I believe, a 
person quite competent to undertake the office resident in the island. 

These are the primary points which necessarily fall within my province to bring to the 
notice of your Excellency, in compliance with your request at my departure from Mau- 
ritius. It is gratifying to me to express my full assurance, that whatever is undertaken 
for the improvement of these interesting but too neglected islands, will receive not only 
the ready concurrence, but the active and judicious co-operation of your ss i oa in 
their government. The field is an ample one for the advancement of their moral and 
social condition, as well as for the development of their physical and commercial capability. 
The climate is excellent, the soil very fertile, the productions as varied as they are abun- 
dant,—but every thing for their encouragement has yet to be done: unless an effort be now 
made to benefit a group of islands, as rich in their internal resources as beautiful in their 
external features, they must retrograde, and that under British rule, to an insignificance 
far below the position and prosperity to which they were advanced under the government 
of the French, their original explorers and colonisers. 

Ihave much pleasure in expressing to your Excellency my thanks for the “ Extract 
from the Miautes of Council” forwarded to me by your desire on my embarcation, but 
still more for the courtesy and kindness of expression towards one who could do so little 
to deserve such a public acknowledgement from yourself. 

T have, &c., 
His Excellency the Governor of (Signed) J. CoLomzo. 
Mauritius. 
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CEYLON. 


TERR EN ste No. 38. 
No. 38. Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir G. W. AnpeExson, C.B., to 
Earl Grey. 


Pavilion, Kandy, April 22, 1851. 
(Received June 9, 1851.) 


My Lorp, 
_No. 1. I wave the honour to make the following report, to accompany the Blue 


~~ Book for the year 1850. 
Revenue and Expenditure. 


The following is a statement of the revenue and expenditure. 
Revenue of 1850 compared with the expenditure of the same year :— 
: a de 
Revenue ; % : : 415,667 8 7 
Expenditure . ‘ : ‘ 390,425 4 11 


Excess of revenue over expenditure £25,242 3 8 


Revenue of 1850 compared with the revenue of 1849 :— 


-. @ a 

Revenue of 1850 . ; , 415,667 8 7 
‘Revenue of 1849 , r ‘ 408,311 10 8% 
Increase in 1850 F : £7,305) 17 A0% 

The increase is under the following heads :— 

Le a a: 
Arrears of Revenue. . : 2,390 14 7% 
Customs ; ‘ 11,486 6 2} 

Land revenue, paddy, &e. ; 3472 6 1 
Commissariat stores, and provisions, &e. 3,078 11 44 
Stamps, postage, fines, and other heads. 6816. 0 7h 


£27,243 18 104 
Deduct decrease under following heads :— 
£ 


e  tires Oe 
Arrack : ‘ 3,957 11 44 
Salt . . a 2,179 11 10 
Fire-arms “ : 2,023 0 6 
Tolls . 5 940 4 5 
Miscellaneous and special 
receipts, &c. . : 10,787 12 104 
a= 1988S “1-0 
Net increase : £7,355 17 104 
Expenditure of 1850 compared with expenditure of 1849 :— 
: eu a. 
Expenditure of 1850 . ‘ ; 390,425 4 11 
Expenditure of 1849 . , y 414,714 6 6} 
Decrease in 1850 4 4 £24,289 1 7} 
The decrease is under the following heads :— 
ne oe es 
Establishments : , 2,683 18 113 
Services, exclusive of eatablishuienits ‘ 91.65) 2 8 


£24,289 1 74 
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The following are the principal items of decrease under the head services, 
exclusive of establishments :— © 


Roa a 
Public works and roads ; : 8,694 9 9% 
Revenue services : é ° 827 3 64 
Miscellaneous ‘ ; ‘ 6,346 9 7%. 
Colonial Commissariat - : 4,432 2 9 
Colonial pay and allowances . : 855 0 53 


£21,155 6 19 


Sra ha pre ee 


2. From this statement it uppears that there was an excess of revenue over 
expenditure to the extent of 25,242/. 

3. This must be considered as very favourable, since for the last five years the 
expenditure has always exceeded the revenue, and in one or two years to a con- 
siderable extent. 

4. It also gives a more cheering hope for the future, for I am not aware of any 
circumstances likely to make the expenditure in excess of what it has been for the 
last year, unless it be that under more favourable circumstances of revenue a greater 
outlay may be allowed for works for the encouragement of more extended culti- 
vation, and, therefore, yielding a return well worth the outlay made. I allude 
here to works for extending irrigation, by opening out old canals or large tanks, 
and repairing dams and sinking or repairing wells, all which only require this 
repair to be again of the utility that first encouraged their construction. 

5. In respect to expenditure generally of a fixed description, I have every hope 
that it may in some degree be reduced, so as to give a greater surplus for all these 
undertakings for the improvement of cultivation, and which, in their result, are 
alike important to the Government as to the people. 

6. The above reported excess of revenue has been applied chiefly to the reduction 
of the debt due to the Oriental Bank. In this way 10,000J. has been paid off to 
that bank, leaving due by the Government only 11,9592. 5s. 10id., which I have 
every trust may be further reduced in the course of this present year. 

7. The following is a statement of the cash in hand in the treasury and the 
several cutcherries of the island on the Ist January 1851, showing separately the 
amount in coined money and in notes :— 


Se a. 
Amount in coined money ‘ : 41,535 4 2% 
Amount in notes : : : 47,143 0 O 
Total ; ; £88,678 4 Qk 
Amount of deposits to be pee 
deducted : . 37,516 18 94 
Amount of notes in cir- 
culation ; : 40,357 0 O 
ee LS 77,873 18 94 


_ 


Leaving a balance in favour of Government of £10,804 5 54 


8. This statement does not show that real balance in hand which a favourable 
state of the Treasury ought to exhibit, for, in fact, the notes out, are a liability— 
the notes in, are no reality. It should be stated, however, that on the Ist’ of 
January we had bills to be drawn on the Lords of the Treasury to the extent of 
8,053/. 19s. O4d., and which were drawn in favour of the London agent. A debt 
was also due by the Hong Kong Government of 4,043. 12s, 43d. 

9. At one time lately the amount of coined money in the Treasury was so low 
that in place of cashing notes brought by the Oriental Bank, we received the note 
and the bank debited us with the amount. This debit, however, has since been 
paid off, and the amount of silver now in the Treasury is more favourable. A lac 
of rupees was received in February from the Madras Government, and which we 
are about to pay immediately, when exchange falls, by bills on the Lords of the 
Treasury, of which we have upwards of 12,0741. available to the Government. 

10. I am quite of opinion that it would be very desirable to get rid of this unre- 
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presented note circulation by Government, which really does little service to the 
public and is yet often embarrassing to the Government. On this subject, J. pur- 
pose, on receiving further information, to make a separate Despatch. 


Roads. 


11. One of the most important subjects for the good of all interests in this 
colony is that of roads: as well, in the construction of new roads, as in keeping in 
due repair those already constructed. 

12. The total amount expended from Government Funds for the year was 
33,0682. 12s. ld. This does not include the value of labour nor the commuted 
labour provided under the Road Ordinance, which amounted to 20,616/. 11s. 13d. 

13. I regret that although the work already done is good work, and most. par- 
ticularly so is the road between Colombo and Kandy—which, in fact, is equal to 
any road in the world, and it is in many parts a very difficult road too; yet it 
appears to me that the money has not been judiciously expended—in this way but 
few roads are completed but many are undertaken, and small sums laid out on 
them, without the result of lines of communication being opened ; thus I am told . 
that thé only metalled road throughout, is the road I speak of, from Colombo to 
Kandy. 

14. It was an excellent suggestion, how not attended to I know not, by the 
Commissioners of Inquiry, Messrs. Hawes, Tuffnell, Lefevre, and R. Bird, that 
“ whatever may be the amount annually applicable, we are clear that a general 
“ scheme of roads, to be hereafter constructed, should, as soon as possible, be laid 
«down, having reference to the principal places of production and of sale, in 
“ order to quicken and economise the transit of merchandize, and that that scheme 
“ should, hereafter, be as little departed from and should be executed as much. 
in a consecutive order as possible. Except in this way it would be impossible 
“to guard against an occasional waste of the public resources, or to prevent an 
“ expenditure on detached works which, though necessary as parts of a whole, 
“ might be comparatively useless when taken separately.” : 

15. Had this wise plan been adopted, I am satisfied that not only would the 
funds of Government been more economically used, but we should have had 
some good roads completed, extending from the centre of the island to the coast 
for the transit of produce, instead of as now, having really only one road for that 
purpose. I have called the attention of the Commissioner of Roads to this view, 
and trust to be able in the next meeting of the Legislative Council, to submit to 
their consideration a scheme more in accordance with the opinion of the Commis- 
sioners to which I have alluded. 

16. Some alterations are to be suggested in the Road Ordinance for its better 
working, but not with any view to increase the burthen upon the people. 

17. I believe I am quite right in stating that the Road Ordinance has proved 
a measure of great utility, and that it has not done ill in exciting the discontent 
of the people, as at one time was generally apprehended. 

18. Many roads of a minor kind have been opened under it, and the Govern- 
ment Agent of Galle, Mr. Talbot, writes to me that in his province the Ordinance 
has been so successful, that in the short period of nine months the country could 
hardly be recognized, and that the people are entirely pleased with what has been 
effected. 

19. Iam sanguine in thinking, with the assistance of this Ordinance and a 
better system, that in two or three years the country will be well opened by lines 
of communication from the interior to the ports of export to so great an extent 
that the most interested will have little remaining in that respect of which to 
complain. 

20. The road from Trincomalee to Kandy is one of great importance in a po- 
litical point of view, and I propose having it put in that state that it will be easy 
for the march of troops; ultimately, a more elaborate road may be constructed. 

21. There is a desire for a railroad from Colombo to Kandy ; it would, so far, 
be a vast improvement, but still only partially, as benefiting only one or two of 
the great planting interests. It was not, however, on this ground that I declined 
to recommend to your Lordship the guarantee of five per cent. that was much 
pressed on me; but that I could by no means anticipate any such surplus revenue 
that would warrant the colony in coming under so serious and enduring a pledge. 
The matter is referred to your Lordship’s decision in a separate Despatch. 
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Public Buildings. 


I 22. The amount expended on public buildings in the year has been 6,040. 9s. 
I do not think this for the whole island can be considered by any means as a large 
expenditure ; and it is evident that a due spirit of economy has been exercised in 
sanctioning only works that have been considered of absolute necessity. 


Bridges. 

23. The amount expended in the construction or repair of bridges was 
2,050/. 4s. 64d. 

24, There are still some very important bridges required to complete the com- 
munication in some of the great roads in progress: at Gampola, for instance, 
over the River Mahavilleganga, which has to be crossed on the main road from 
Kandy to Newera Ellia and the extensive coffee plantation of those districts. 
There is an iron bridge in the Commissariat stores, which has been lying there, 
I believe, for twenty years, which could be thrown over this river at no great 
cost, perhaps not exceeding the return of three years’ toll that would be levied 
on it. 

25. I find parties willing to construct bridges, where we have ferries, on having 
a grant of a certain number of years of rent of the toll made to them. Ona fair 
and just arrangement, this plan of getting bridges made might be advantageously 
entered into, and I intend to submit the subject to the Executive and Legislative 
Councils at the next session. 


Imports and Exports. 


26. The following is the Return, under these heads, for the years 1849 and 
1850, showing, I am glad to say, an increase in both respects for the year 1850 :-— 


VALUE of Goons. 


£. $s 
Imports, 1849 . . 928,809 0 9 
wo 4850. 080,096 8-8 


Increase . £ 101,487 8 6 


= & 
Exports, 1849. . 781,554 12 2 
» 1850 . . 855,329 13 11 


Increase <e gare 1.°9 


ee 


27. The value of the import of rice and paddy has also increased, showing an 
increase of labour generally throughout the colony which may, in some measure, 
be received as a test of advance. 


Rice and Pappy. 
£ 


io. 5. |. ye BO 
aso. °.< Yaka, Cage ees 
Increase we DD676 


28. The import of specie from India has simultaneously increased. 


Specir from Inp1a. 


EA 
1849 , . . 418,710 
1850 . : . 457,381 


Increase Se aatspey fl 


29. The import in 1848 was 358,8811., so that in 1850, as compared with 1848, 
the excess has been very nearly 100,000/. 
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30. The revenue derived from imports and exports was in— 


2. 
1849 ; . « 135,022 
1850 : ; . 126,508 
Increase .£ 11,486 


CINNAMON. 


31. There has been a falling off in the export of cinnamon; in— 


lbs. 
5646 me oo Fea et 
1850 -. te ORE BT 


This is still in excess of the two years previous to 1849. The falling off in 1850 
cannot, I think, be attributed to the duty now remaining on the export; but I have 
directed inquiry to be made into the subject. 

The Customs’ revenue on cinnamon was, for— 


“e ives 
1849 : ; a FOULS Oreck 
1850 ’ : . 10570 18 738 


Decrease BE a Lo by Ad (ES 


CorFeEE. 
32. There has been a slight increase in the shipment of coffee :— 
N Cwt. 
1849 . . . 820,000 
1880. o> «| =» 322,000 


In the fluctuations of the market at home this may be considered favorable to 
this cultivation ; especially as compared with some years previous to 1849, it shows 
that the production maintains, for the present, its position ; but, until the question 
of the home duties is settled, it would be unsafe to speculate upon what may 
be the result. Some purchases of estates have lately been made by foreigners, 
and although no such prices for these estates are likely to be again obtained, yet 
Ido not think the cultivation is of so despairing an aspect as has been lately given 
to it: abetter system of cultivation; a better knowledge of the capabilities of soil 
and temperature of localities affecting the growth of the plant; and a groater 
economy in management, and improved means of transit from estates to the main 
lines of communication, will all tend to improvement, and may yet make the export 
profitable. 

Education. 

33. The returns of the Education Commission show that a sum of 
6,980/. 10s. 24d. has been expended from the Colonial Treasury in maintaining 
the Government schools. 

34. J believe that this expenditure has been very carefully controlled ; and the 
opinion I have, on my short experience, formed, is favorable to the general educa- 
tion of the colony. 

35. Very much is in progress, when are considered the efficient bodies at work, 
the Government and the efficient Missionary Establishments, all working very 
zealously to the great object they have in view, and if the ultimately great 
aim, religious conversion, is not attained, still learning and a better intelligence 
will, at least, be gained, and indeed extensively. 

36. I certainly observe that a greater number of people have here a knowledge 
of the English language than is found in India, except at the Presidencies ; and a 
very remarkable attention has been given to female education, and its difficulties 
seem to have been much overcome. This is an improvement if carried on exten- 
sively, that may lead to the veryhighest results. The American Missionaries, at 
and near Jaffna, a most zealous set of labourers, have been particularly successful 
in this department of education. 


Ecclesiastical. 


37. I beg to transmit a Report from the Bishop of Colombo on the state of 
affairs of the Church, 
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38. His Lordship makes, or rather, as he states, renews an application for the 
appointment of one or two assistant chaplains at 250/ each. This would be an 
addition to our establishment, and before I can venture to recommend it to your 
Lordship’s sanction, I must see what is the prospect of our finances by the general 
lessened expenditure on which so much depends. 

I believe a resident clergyman at Batticaloa would be a most desirable measure 
for that populous town, and in which it is represented there is a large class 
bearing the appellation of Christians, and who might really become so were a 
good and intelligent minister established amongst them. 

39. What I should, perhaps, recommend for the clerical establishment is that 
it should be divided into two or three classes, which perhaps without much 
increase of expense would give the required number, but I must wait for further 
information before I can venture to make a formal suggestion for consideration. 


Health. 


40. The health of the colony in the year has presented no particular feature, 
with the exception of cholera in the northern province. The number of cases there 
has been great, the number of deaths terrible. The report is as follows :— 


Cases. : . A 3,670 
Deaths . } : : 2,366 


and this return has rather increased in the first months of this year. I have called 
the attention of the medical authorities and also that of the Government Agent 
to this terrible state of the disease, and it would seem that every exertion to afford 
medical relief has been given. But the people are represented to be indolent, of 
bad habits, and living in very crowded and low dwellings, and with all the cir- 
cumstances that would render cholera rife and fatal among them. 

41. Small-pox breaks out occasionally in the towns, and also among the Indian 
labourers working on estates, sometimes extensively. The people do not seem 
very anxious for vaccination, and especially in a class that wander much about, 
the Moormen ; these people objected that they had not vaccinators of their own 
caste. This the principal civil medical officer immediately hopes to obviate by 
having practitioners of the caste taught. 

42. Considerable objection has been made to the Quarantine Law in respect to 
small-pox. The law does appear to bear very harshly upon the people; at the 
same time, I believe, that it is of no real effect. I have called for a report on the 
petitions sent to me, and propose to submit the subject to the Executive and 
Legislative Councils. 

43. The year 1850 has passed without any symptoms of disturbance, anil 
without anticipating future years’ reports, I am glad to state that so far as I am 
yet able to judge, I see nothing, I find nothing, to show any feeling of discontent 
in any classes of the general community. 

44. In the conferences I have had with the chiefs and priests all has passed 
with satisfaction ; and the Budhist question in its different shapes I hope, with the 
assistance of the Executive Council, to be able ultimately, and at no distant day to 
bring to a satisfactory adjustment. 

45. As I took charge of the government of the colony only at the end of the 
year, I do not attempt to review the judicial revenue and general administration 
of the colony for the past year ; but I am engaged in obtaining information, which 
I hope will enable me to judge what alterations and improvements may be sug- 
gested, and the introduction of which would be beneficial for all interests, and 
conducive to good government. . 

46. Upon the whole I am happy to state that my impressions of the colony are 
generally favourable, and that if by reducing expenditure we can have in hand 
means for general improvement, I am sanguine that the prospects may then be 
thought favourable and likely to be permanent. 

I have, &c., 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) G. W. ANDERSON. 
&e. &e. &e. 
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Enclosure in No. 38. 
Report on Cuurca Arratrs, 1850-51. 


Durine the past year the different appointments in the church have been maintained 
with efficiency, though not without the occurrence of some difficulty. 

The absence of two of the colonial chaplains in England on sick leave is still to be regretted, 
in spite of the resumption of their respective duties by the Venerable Archdeacon Bailey at 
Colombo, and the Rev. H. H. Von Dadeleyen at Kandy. Enfeebled health, either of them- 
selves or in their families, has withdrawn the Rev. J. P. Horsford from Colombo, and the 
Rev. S. O. Glenie from Trincomalee. The constant recurrence of such changes, consequent 
on the exhaustion of a tropical climate, compels me to renew earnestly my application to the 
Secretary of State for the appointment of one or two assistant chaplains at 250/. per annum. 
Their services would be at once available on such emergencies, and at other times might be 
at the disposal of the bishop for the benefit of important outstations, like Batticaloa and 
Badulla, where the ministrations of a resident clergyman are much needed, or for itinerating 
service in the extensive coffee districts now wholly neglected. 

The church at Nuwera Ellia has through the well-timed and judicious grant of 1000. 
from the Colonial Treasury, been sufficiently advanced to admit of the celebration of Divine 
Service within its walls, In all probability it will be completed for consecration before the 
close of the year. 

At Pusalawa a chapel has been built, in which alternately with Kotmalie, the Rev. Dr. 
Simons officiates to a full congregation from the coffee estates around, on every other Sunday. 

Chapels have been opened for Divine Service in the Singhalese language by the Church 
Missionary Society at Talangarna, near Colombo, and at Katookaley, near Kandy. 

Others are in progress under the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel at Milagraya, 
Trinbirigasliaya, Colpetty, and Wellicadde, near Colombo; at Kehilwatte, near Pantura, all 
in the Western Province ; at Ballapity-Modere, near Galle, in the Southern; and at Copay, 
near Jaffna, in the Northern Province. 

An earnest appeal has been received from Batticaloa for the appointment of a resident 
clergyman to that station. It is now visited only once in six months by the chaplain of 'Trin- 
comalee, at my request, from a distance of 80 miles. There is a numerous mixed congrega- 
tion of Europeans and natives, who are too poor to meet the requirements of the Ordinance of 
1845. It is very desirable that some provision should be made for the supply of their spiritual 
wants by the Government. ‘ 

The provisions of the Ordinance of 1845, for the supply of Christian ministers, being 
grounded on an Australian enactment for a population wholly British, are little suited to meet 
the wants of the scattered European residents within this tropical colony, or of a native 
Christian population, who in their penury have not the means of providing religious instruc- 
tion for themselves. Thousands of baptized Singhalese Christians are thus left spiritually 
destitute. 

The Collegiate School has been opened under the sanction of the Bishop; preparatory to 
the more advanced institution, which it is hoped will be matured in the course of the present 
year. The attendance has been far beyond that which was anticipated. Its principle is one 
of self-support. 

It is not necessary to repeat my observations on the subject of the missionary efforts of the 
church in different parts of the diocese. The progress is slow, and not always to be depended 
upon; but as much is effected as the scanty means at our disposal render practicable. 

The service most. required is undoubtedly for Batticaloa, and its accomplishment through 
the aid of Government, who alone can effect it, would be a cause of thankfulness and joy to 
many faithful members of the church. 
(Signed) J. Conomso. 

His Excellency the Governor, Colombo, March 29, 1851. 
&e. &e. &e. 
(A true copy) 
C. J. McCarruy. 
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HONG KONG. 


(No. 30.) No. 39. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Bonnaw to Earl Grey. . 
Victoria, Hong Kong, April 26, 1851. 
(Received July 21, 1851.) 
My Lorp, 
I nave the honour to forward to your Lordship the Blue Book of 
Hong Kong for the year 1850. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


2. The total revenue of the colony has amounted to 23,526/. 16s. 4%d., or 
901. 6s. 104d. less than in 1849, and the expenditure to 34,314J. 12s. 3d., or 
4,67 11. 9s. 33d. less than in the preceding year. This decrease is owing to 
reductions in the establishments, to the small number of public works under- 
taken during the year, and to arrears of salaries due to officers on leave, which 
latter amounts to 538/. 6s. 8d. . 

3. The difference between the local receipts and disbursements, amounting 
to 10,786/. 15s. 103d. will be met by the Parliamentary vote for the year 
1850-51. I may here remark, that although this vote was for 20,000/., the 
surplus of 9,213/. 4s. 13d. which remains will be reserved for the construction 
of the proposed Government house, which has been estimated at 14,9401. 7s. 7d., 
and has already received your Lordship’s sanction, for the payment of certain 
stores, amounting to 1,319/. 0s. 114d. sent out from England for the Govern- 
ment offices, of which no account has yet reached me, as well as for that of 
sundry public works in progress. ‘The arrears alluded to in the preceding 
paragraph will also have to be paid from this source. 


Military Expenditure. 


4. The military expenditure of 1849 and 1850, is respectively 75,943/. and 
64,628/., the decrease being caused principally by a reduction of the troops 
serving here. 


Public Works. 


5. There have been no public works of any magnitude undertaken during 
the past year by the department of the Surveyor-General. The erection of a 
Government house has not been commenced, as is known to your Lordship by 
my Despatch No. 97 of the 25th October last. The Surveyor-General’s 


that it is quite unnecessary for me to offer any remark, beyond noticing that 
the cost incurred by Government on account of the prisoners incarcerated in 
Victoria gaol during the last year amounted to 634/. 16s. 5d., against which 
may be set 403/. 12s. 1d., the estimated value of their labour during the same 
period. 


Legislation. 


6. The five Ordinances passed during the year have been severally reported 
on in separate Despatches; and I have therefore no further observations to 
make with regard to them. Her Majesty’s confirmation of the three first, as 
signified to me by your Lordship, has been notified to the inhabitants of the 
colony. 


Councils, 


7. An alteration has taken place in the Legislative Council during the year 
1850. That body had hitherto consisted solely of members holding office 
under Government, but, on my recommendation, two unofficial members were 
added to the Board by appointment under the Queen’s warrant. The selection 
of these members, of course subject to Her Majesty’s approval, was left in the 
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first instance to the unpaid magistrates, which I thought was likely to afford 
more satisfaction to the public, than if they had been merely nominated by 
myself. 


Population. 


8. The white population has decreased by 61 European males and 10 females. 
This may be attributed to the return of many Portuguese familes to Macao since 
the panic of 1849, as well as to several Europeans having migrated to California. 
The native population on the contrary exhibits an increase of 3,690 souls. The 
following is a comparative abstract of the population in 1849 and 1850. 


1849 1850 Increase, | Decrease. 
Europeans . el on 656 585 a 71 
Goa and Macao Portuguese 331 295 a 36 
Indians and Malays 223 276 53 ve 
Chinese. 4 ee w stele | 285297 1 81,5987 |) 3,690 ret 
Total; . 29,507 | 33,143] 3,743 | 107 


The enclosed returns, furnished by the officiating Registrar-General, will 


~ show in detail the population of Hong Kong on the 31st December 1850. The 
“deaths amongst the white population (which embraces English, Americans, and 


Portuguese), are returned at 89, being at the rate of 10°11 per cent. This per 
centage must not, however, be taken as a correct estimate of the mortality in 
this part of tle community, the greater number of the deceased being sailors 
and sojourners, who cannot properly be considered to belong to the fixed popu- 
lation of the colony. The ayerage monthly number of prisoners confined in 
the gaols during the year was 150, and the deaths amounted to 8, giving an 
average mortality of 5°33 per cent., as appears by the enclosed return from the 
sheriff, The average monthly number of European prisoners was 20, among 
whom no casualty occurred. With regard to the mortality amongst the Chinese 
population, my Despatches forwarding the Blue Books for former years will 
have shown your Lordship the impossibility of obtaining accurate information 
on the subject. 

The Colonial Surgeon’s Report, attached to the Blue Book, contsins all the 
information that it is possible to collect with reference to the general state of 
health, sickness, and mortality during the past year. 

' 9. I beg to append a memorandum, drawn up at my request by the Brigade- 


~ Major, showing the number of deaths which have occurred in the garrison 


during the year 1850. This shows the mortality amongst all branches of the 
military service to have been 17°89 per cent., being 23 per cent. amongst the 
European, and 10 per cent. amongst the native part of the force, which 
averaged during the year 625 and 409 respectively. 


Education. 


10. From the return, at page 193 of the Blue Book, it will be seen that 
there are 12 schools on the island, 7 of which are under the superintendence of 
Christian tutors. Some of these are supported by the several religious institu- 
tions established in Hong Kong, and others maintained by voluntary ‘contri- 
butions, and by the parents of the pupils. With regard to the progress of the 
four Chinese schools at Victoria, Aberdeen, Stanley, and Wongneichung, whose 


_ teachers are paid by the local Government, the enclosed Report from the 


Committee superintending the same will place before your Lordship all 
necessary information. 


Trade. 


11. The total number of vessels which arrived in Hong Kong in 1850 was 
884, and their tonnage amounted to 299,093 tons, showing a decrease of 12 
vessels, but an increase of 5,382 tons, when contrasted with the year 1849. It 
is also satisfactory to remark, that the number of vessels from Great Britain 
and the United States of America has greatly increased as will be seen by a 
glance at the following table :— 
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HONG KONG. 


From United States 


From Great Britain. 


of America. 
Ships. Tons. Ships. Tons, 
In 1849.36. sha se 39 16,938 16 9,087 
In 1850 , ° 65 31,213 90 37,809 
Increase in 1850. 26 14,275 44 28,722 


The number of vessels from India in 1849 and 1850 was, respectively, 127, 
measuring 61,747 tons, and 125 of the burthen of 63,128 tons, thereby showing 
a decrease of two vessels, but an increase of 1,381 tons in 1850. 

Of the shipping arrived in Hong Kong during the past year, the Harbour 
Master’s Returns, appended to the Blue Book, under the head of “ Imports and 
Exports,” show that 160 vessels imported, and 121 exported, goods into and 
from the colony. From the same returns it appears, that treasure to the value 
of 6,071,183 dollars, equivalent to 1,264,829/. 15s. 10d., has been shipped here 
for India, the greater part of this amount being, no doubt, in return for opium 
sold in China. 

I may here add, that in 1850 sixteen vessels were registered in the colony 
measuring 3,399 tons, two of which measuring, conjointly, 225 tons, were built 
at Hong Kong. 

With respect to the native trade of the colony, I beg to enclose a memorandum No. 9. 
prepared by the Assistant Chinese Secretary. 


Crown Lands. 


12. The fixed revenue derivable from Crown lands for the year ended 
31st December 1850, was as follows :— 


; oa: Bh d. 

Mercantile firms . # : 5,440 0 44 
Private individuals . ; : 4,298 18 114 
Chinese , j : ; 1,654 13 2 
Total : . £11,293 12 52 


Which amount, when contrasted with the years 1848 and 1849, gives a trifling 
increase during two years of 185/. 17s. 63d. I think, therefore, that our annual 
fixed revenue under this head for years to come may be fairly estimated at 
about 11,0002. 


Police. 


13. I consider that our police force is perfectly competent for the prevention 
of crime within the precincts oi Victoria, where its service is mainly required. 


I attach a Return, drawn up by Mr. Superintendent May, showing the number __No. 10. 
of felony cases coming under the cognizance of the police from 1847 to 1850 
inclusive, from which it will be perceived that felonies have fallen from 856 
cases in 1849 to 674 during the last year. 

I likewise forward several Returns, showing the criminal cases tried in the Noll. | 
Supreme Court, and the causes brought before and decided by the chief No.12 
magistrate and the Court of Petty Sessions, respectively, during the past year, -— es 


as well as a Return of the number of civil cases tried by the Chief Justice, and ———"— 
actions commenced within the same period. 

14. On the whole, my Lord, I have no hesitation in reporting the state of 
this colony to be satisfactory. The native population is certainly on the 
increase, and from the police returns it would seem that crime is on the 
decrease. This may be attributed to the arrival here during the past year of 
a number of artisans and tradesmen from Canton, who have been, in a great 
measure, induced to resort to the colony by reason of the trade which is now 
carried on between it and California. The Chinese inhabitants have also 
become more accustomed to our institutions. Hong Kong, as I have already 
reported in separate Despatches on this subject, will not, in my opinion, ever 
be the port of trade, which on its first formation it was expected to become; 
and I think it not impossible that three or four of our larger British commercial 
establishments will be at no distant period broken up, as from competition and 
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other causes the profits of the China trade formerly enjoyed by a few are now 
divided amongst many, and hence the maintenance of an expensive establish- 
ment here has become not only unnecessary but undesirable to parties having 
houses of business in Canton. The port, however, is not without its use, even 
to them; for goods are often landed here intended for the northern ports, as 
indeed they are sometimes when destined for Canton, especially when the 
market is dull there, and when it is conceived by their consignees that further 
importation would produce further depression. 

From December 1850 to March of this year 15 American whalers have 
arrived laden with oil, of which a considerable portion, under the provisions 
of the New Navigation Law, has been shipped to England in British bottoms. 
I am informed, by a very respectable authority, that 60 or 70 vessels of this 
description are expected here next winter, and as each of these vessels is 
estimated, on an average, to expend some 500/. in the colony, by which each 
class of the community is benefited, this branch of trade deserves especial 
encouragement. I understand, moreover, that the masters of the above whalers, 
when here, convened a meeting, and passed a resolution that Hong Kong was 
the cheapest and most suitable port in the east for the resort of whalers, and 
for the transhipment of their cargoes. These vessels can refit here at a 
comparatively small expense, procure such supplies as they may be in need of, 
and return to the whaling ground as soon as the season opens. I entertain, 
therefore, every hope that this trade may prove of great use to the colony. 
A vessel has also lately arrived here, under American colours, from Oregon, 
for the purpose of entering into contracts for the supply of masts, spars, &c., 
which at times are much required here. The returns will be, of course, from 
Hong Kong. 

In conclusion, I would add that although the colony is of great use to the 
few firms engaged in the opium trade, yet it is on the general foreign trade 
that Hong Kong must mainly depend for Bpogten ye ei ahaa 

ave, &c., 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) J. G. BONHAM. 
&ce. &e. &e. 
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Surveyor-General’s Office, Victoria, 
Sir, February 11, 1851. 


I nave the honour to lay before you, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, 
my annual Report upon the works which have been undertaken during the year, and upon the 
general state of repair, &c. of all civil roads, works, and buildings upon the island. 


VICTORIA. 


Roads and Bridges. 


The district from the gap to the valley has been kept in repair by convict labour, amounting 
during the year to 2,234 men, being equivalent to an expenditure of 46/. 10s. L0d.; this is 
rather a large item for repair of so short a road, but it is caused by the necessary attention to 
the new portion of the road, and the expenditure is further enlarged by the distance the men 
had to travel to the work, which occupies nearly an hour both going to and returning from 
work, or nearly one-fifth of their effective day’s labour. 

The final payment for that portion of the road from the Wongneichung Valley to North 
Point, which was widened and improved, as alluded to in my last Report, and which was so 
much damaged by the storm of the 13th September, was made during the year, amounting to 
2701. 16s. 8d., which, with the previous advance of 75/. made last year, makes the full cost of 
the service 3451. 16s. 8d. paid by Government, and in addition to which the sum of 115¢. was 
paid by private subscription. In consequence of the misunderstanding between the clerk of 
works and the contractor nothing was done to the road until May of the present year, when 
orders were received to repair the damages and render the road again serviceable for carriages. 
This repair was effected for an expenditure of 63/. 19s. 2d., and although we had no typhoon 
during the year there were several gales which tried the unfinished portions of the walls and 
newly deposited earth severely, I am happy to state without effecting any damage. I have 
endeavoured to protect the line of road by encouraging the growth of grass and shrubs, or 
prickly pear, upon a slope of sand outside the sea-wall, and in several places they are thriving 
very well, but the extreme drought of the last six months has caused many to wither ; these, 
however, I hope I shall succeed in replacing at as early a period as the rains will permit. 

Of the bridges in the Wongneichung Valley, I have much pleasure in reporting that the 
three remaining wooden ones were reconstructed with brick arches upon the old abutments, in 
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lieu of the timber platforms, which it was found quite impossible to preserve from rot and the 
ravages of the white ants. 

Report and estimate 1 of 1850 authorized the construction of three bridges; the two small 
bridges, of 17 feet 6 inches and 12 feet span respectively, I experienced no difficulty in forming 
with the old materials (bricks) belonging to the Bungalow, abandoned by the proprietor and 
pulled down by Government, expenditure 377. 10s.; but the large bridge I found it impossible 
to complete according to the original intention, viz., in two semi-elliptic arches of 30 feet span, 
and was consequently obliged to build two additional piers, and form four segmental arches of 
13 feet 9 inches span; these were completed more satisfactorily and the superstructure was 
finished, both spandrils and parapet, with the dressed stone belonging to the Bungalow, and 
only suitable for such work, the whole costing the sum of 1061. 5s. 

tn the early part of the year, and before the above work was found to be absolutely essential, 
a repair, amounting to 4/. 12s., was obliged to be made to secure portions of the framing and 
platforms. 


Drains. 


The final payment on account of the drain or brick sewer to join the Ordnance sewer, report 
and estimate 8 of 1847, which it was found so difficult to complete, in consequence of the 
extreme hardness of the rock through which it had to pass, was made during the year. This 
service must have entailed a considerable loss upon the contractor, and I was at last compelled 
to execute the work by day’s labour, charging the expense against the balance due. 

Repairs to drains in the whole city only amounted to 2/. 7s. 3d. (Req. 39.) 


Marine Works. 


During the gales of the latter part of the year 1849 several large boats caused considerable 
injury to two of the piers in Tapingshan, and upon one of which a fast boat was entirely 
wrecked ; the repairs demanded amounted to 117. (Req. No. 28); the other one was repaired 
at an expenditure of 57. (Req. No. 11). 

Supply of water to Government house and offices was executed under the superintendence of 
the Royal Engineer department ; the sum of 1511. 15s. 1d. having been paid on account, the 
remaining sum was paid in the early part of the present year. 


Buildings. 

At the Court-house the sum of 156/. 5s. was expended in the furniture and fittings for the 
Court-room, which was permanently arranged, giving the necessary accommodation applied 
for by the Chief Justice, together with the formation of a skylight, which was also arranged for 
the better ventilation of the room, which was much required in hot weather with a crowded 
Court. The heavy entablatures to both fronts of this building show some symptoms of failure, 
portions of the cornice have fallen down ; but as I believe the greater part of the projections 
have been formed with teak wood, it is probable there is no great decay in the framing to render 
any repair necessary. 

The tower of the cathedral was completed during the year for the sum of 6971. 18s. 4d., 
and the total payments made on account of the whole building amounted to 1,206/. 5s., this 
sum, however, formed part of the private subscription. . 

For the protection of the Albany Godowns, a large building abandoned by the proprietors, 
the sum of 30/. has been expended, 

Also in pulling down the Bungalow in the Wongneichung valley, resumed by Government 
in removing to store some of the building materials which were being stolen by the Chinamen, 
an expenditure of 302. 10s. 4d. was made. With some of the above materials and others 
supplied from collected stores, and upon the requisition of the superintendent of police, approved 
of by his Excellency, I built a boat-shed and stabling for the police, rearranged the accommo- 
dation, and built new cells at the central station, repaired and whitewashed the kitchens, and 
built proper drains therefrom to the main sewer in the street, the whole being performed for 
the sum of 317. 5s. 

Two prisoners effected an escape from the gaol by placing a plank upon the lean to roof of 
a privy, and thus gaining the summit of the wall dropped therefrom into the road, a peight of 
22 feet; in consequence of this a chevaur de gamed was placed thereon 3 feet high, as well as 
for further safety an inner guard established, rendering the whole more secure, the above 
service cost 15/7, 13s. 11d. (Requisition No. 14). 

Sundry repairs and painting were made to the flagstaves at Government house and offices, 
amounting to 77. 19s. 8d. under Requisitions 36 of 1849, and Nos. 3 and 9 of 1850. 

The east side of the verandah to the Bungalow on Hospital Hill was rendered more secure 
against typhoons by removing the large jalousies, and filling in between the columns with 
brickwork, and inserting an ordinary sized window instead, also in bracing and strengthening a 
portion of the north front of the verandah; a part of this service was periormed by the tenant, 
the remainder was executed by Government at an expenditure of 10J. as. 4d. 

The several police stations in the city, four in number, exclusive of the central station, were 
thoroughly whitewashed, repaired, and painted (the latter service not having been performed 
for three years) for the sum of 341. 13s. 7d. 

The other police stations in the island, viz., at Aberdeen, Stanley, and East Point, underwent 
no repairs during the year; but on my inspection at the beginning of this year I had occasion 
to note several dilapidations, particularly at Aberdeen, but most of these are not strictly 
chargeable to Government, and notice to that effect has been given to the superintendent of 


police. 


HONG KONG 


327 


328 


308 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


HONG KONG, Convicts. 


Anexpenditure, amounting to 151, 3s. 3d. (Requisitions No. 42 of 1849, and 10 of 1850), 
was incurred in the purchase of stone-hammers, rope, and winch, for the use of the prisoners 
confined to hard labour within the gaol; these are mostly Europeans, and the total number 
employed during the year amounted to about 3,100, not working the whole day or regularly 
either ; 300 tons of stone have been broken, the quantity I have used on the road does not 
amount to more than 180 tons, but I hope to dispose of all that may be broken in the present 
eo ile thus be enabled to form a hard compact surface for most of the streets throughout 
the city. 

The repairs to convict tools, wheelbarrows, shovels, pickaxes, &c., has amounted to the sum 
of 20/. Os. lld. Ihave been enabled with the labour of the convicts to keep in very fair repair 
almost the whole of the streets in the city, including the Queen’s Road and the Wongneichung 
Valley Road alluded to before; upon the former in the ordinary surface repairs, and including 
a very extensive damage done to the embankment near Mr. Edger's house I have expended 
the labour of 3,047 men, valued at 63/. 9s. 7d., and upon the rest of the roads and streets in 
the city the number of 5,485 men, equivalent to an expenditure of 1147. 5s. 5d., forming the 
total amount of 8,532, equal to 177/. 15s., for a length of 8} miles, or nearly 3d. per yard 
per annum. 

Sundry services to drains were completed by 57 men, equivalent to 1/. 3s. 9d. 

In the transport of materials, viz., that of hard wood, stone, and tiles, from the Bungalow 
in the Wongneichung Valley to the store at the Government offices, and also for the repairs 
and alterations to the Central Police Station, as well as for the construction of the bridges in 
the valley, I have employed 3,343 men, valued at 69/7. 12s. 11d. 

Two of the streets in the city, viz., Elgin-street and Wyndham-street, were improved, the 
former at the turn leading to Hollywood-road, and the latter at the junction with Albert-road, 
by the labour of 1,078 men. I also formed two streets near Hollywood-road, to give access 
to some lots of land offered for sale: this service employed 432 men. Another service, under 
the head of Construction, was performed in clearing and levelling the ground between the 
Queen’s-road and the sea, extending from the Main Guard-house to a drain crossing the area, 
employing thereqn 758 men, valued at 15/. 15s. 10d. 

This ground forms part of the plaza; the remainder of the area, from thence to Messrs. 
Lindsay’s premises, is partly formed of the natural uncut ground, and partly by deposit of 
earth from the parade-ground and area of the Government offices and church. It is very 
irregular, and averages a height of 4 feet or more, containing about 10,000 cubic yards ; and 
as the labour of its removal would involve a large expenditure of convict labour, probably the 
total number of convicts at my disposal for six months, the completion of the service has been 
delayed until a future period. The total number employed on these three services amounts 
to 2,435 men, equal to 50/. 14s. 7d. 

The miscellaneous service performed by convict labour comprises clearing the ground, 
inland lot, No. 1, for police boat-shed, clearing sands at Pedder’s Wharf, transplanting trees, 
work at Flag-staves, clearing weeds, &c., from Government ground, and scavengers for the 
city, amounting in the whole to 886 men, valued at 187. 9s. 2d. 

Thus the total number of men employed ree the year out of the gaol amounts to 15,253, 
giving an equivalent value of work, amounting to 3177. 15s. 5d. ; for the year 1849 the number 
employed was 17,846; for 1848, 18,151. 

The prisoners who are condemned to hard labour within the walls of the prison have, as 
stated before, broken 30U tons of stone for the roads; it is certainly hard, and I now cause it 
to be broken very fine, and, estimating their labour at 5d. per diem, would give an amount of 
641. 11s. 8d., or about 4s. per ton, which is a very high price indeed ; this work is an employ- 
ment, and the stone is useful, but certainly no punishment. The tread-mill, when it arrives, 
will effect, I have no doubt, all that may be desired for that purpose. 

In addition to this service a party of ten sailors were employed for three months in clearing 
and levelling the ground round the Debtors’ Gaol. The value of their labour I estimate at 
6d. per day, and amounts to 217. 5s. Thus the total value of all convict labour that I can 
bring to account amounts to the sum of 4037. 12s. Id. 

On comparing the actual expenditure on account of the gaol with the value of work per- 
formed by the convicts, I must observe that at least two-thirds of the total number of persons 
confined in the gaol do not earn anything at all, and are consequently a burden upon the 
Government. 


Road round the Island. 


His Excellency having visited this road at the be inning of last year, instructed me to com- 
plete those portions of it between Aberdeen and Stanley which had been postponed or left 
unfinished. These works comprised four stone arches in the Staunton Valley, the foundations 
and abutments of which were finished, and the construction of two drains near Deepwater Bay. 
The first service was executed for the balance remaining due upon the original contract for the 
work, and cost 50/. 6s. 3d.; the other services I did not pay for until the termination of the 
year, and the expenditure will, therefore, be accounted for in my next Report. 

The road, although it had no repairs for two rainy seasons, was in most places in very fair 
order, except on the sea-coast, near Aberdeen, and through Quarries near Aldrich Bay and 
Sowkewan, where extensive damages occurred, and where I have annually reported the diffi- 
culty of preserving it, both on account of its exposed position, and through the carelessness of 
the quarrymen in blocking up the drains and causing such an extensive deposit of silt to accu- 
mulate in the river-courses and land adjoining. For the general preservation of the road, that 
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is, in clearing the side channels, and arranging for the natural and proper discharge of rain- 
water, as well as to repair some particular localities, to render the passage of horses and 
pedestrians secure, his Excellency was pleased to authorize an expenditure of 661. 12s. 5d., of 
which I expended 63/. 19s. 2d., and arranged a contract for that purpose, obliging the party 
to execute the necessary work, as well as to keep the whole in repair until the 31st December 
1850 ; and on visiting the line in the month of January of the present year, | was much 
gratified to find the whole road in very capital order, with the exception of those sea-coast 
parts, alluded to before, and some of the wooden bridges; several of these, however, I caused 
to be reduced in width, and was thus enabled to perform a satisfactory repair without any 
additional outlay, the sound portions of the abstracted timber being available for other bridges 
in the neighbourhood. ~ 

I have to report the commencement of the new road to avoid the Gap-hill, commencing at 
the Albany Godowns, and terminating at the bridge in the Wongneichung Valley. This 
service will, I hope, be completed in March, and be of great advantage to the public, as 
giving a healthful promenade and agreeable driving-road for the hot season. 

The trees planted along the sides of some of the roads in the city have in general thriven 
tolerably well; about one-tenth of them, however, have been much injured by goats and 
drunken sailors, and other wanton injuries have been done to them by other parties; but 
there are several varieties of the banyan, mango, bamboo, acacia, and other native trees 
extremely hardy, which grow very quickly, give considerable shade, and I should be very 
happy to see them extensively planted all over those parts of the city where the advantage of 
them would be felt. 

The small plantation of fir-trees at the rear of the Albany Barracks, planted by myself in 

a2 year 1845, and which were then only one foot high, are now upwards of seven feet, and 
look very strong and healthy. 


I have, &c., 
(Signed) Cuartzs St, GEorcE CLEVERLY, 
The Hon. Major W. Caine, Surveyor-General. 
Colonial Secretary. 
(True Copy) 


W. Carne, Colonial Secretary. 


(No. 10.) Enclosure 2 in No. 39. 


Surveyor-General’s Office, Victoria, 
Sir, 12th February 1851. 


I wave the honour to forward, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, my, 
Annual Report upon the state and progress of the department for the year 1850. 

For the whole of the above period the entire duties connected with the supervision of labour, 
both for work under contracts and that performed by the convicts, has devolved upon mysel 
with the assistance of the Chinese overseer and Coolies. In consequence of the reduction in the 
department of the civil engineer and road overseer during the previous year, I adopted measures 
for arranging that the supervision of all works performed by the department should be under- 
taken by the Chinese overseer, to whom I gave the requisite instructions and a short detail of 
the contracts; and he, together with his Coolies, when necessary, were always stationed on the 
work, to see that the services were properly performed, and my directions to the workmen or 
contractor fully complied with, Thus the road round the island was regularly visited, its state 
of repair constantly reported, as well as the progress made with the few works of construction 
ordered on the Aberdeen and Stanley Road; also, when repairing and improving the road to 
North Point, the same service was performed. In addition to this, I directed the overseer and 
his men to take a general charge of the roads and streets, drains, &c., in the city, to execute 
contingent repairs in such places where it was not necessary to send the gang of convicts. By 
this arrangement, with the assistance of convict labour, I was enabled to keep the whole city 
in repair, without disbursing any money whatever, which I have never been able to effect in 
previous years. 

The overseer was ordered to attend the office every day for instructions, and at the same 
time give a written report of the previous day’s work ; thus during the year 30 days’ labour 
were occupied in grassing slopes, 15 days in surveying, 288 days clearing drains and side- 
channels, 488 days repairing and weeding roads and streets, and 102 days in attending to the 
trees on the roads; this, together with attendance upon me in the mornings and evenings, when 
their services were demanded to lay out ground for sale, define boundaries of lots, or other mis- 
cellaneous work, comprised the whole of their duties, which have been very satisfactorily per- 
formed; and I have to report most favourably of their general good conduct, and particularly 
so of their overseer, Assow, who is a most valuable assistant to me, and (for a Chinaman) a 
most deserving and exemplary man. 

The expenditure on account of roads not in the city amounted to 385/. 2s. 1d., on account of 
bridges 1567. 1s. 11d., drains 41/. 7s. 3d., marine works 16/. 


Buildings. 
The construction and repair of buildings I took entirely under my individual supervision (the 
overseer only reporting the number of men at work thereon); these comprised the completion 
of the church tower, the fittings and furniture, &c., to the Court-house, sundry contingent 
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repairs, and a variety of works under the head of construction, fully detailed in my Report upon 
Works and in the Blue Book Return; the whole amounting to an expenditure of 1,523/. ls. 4d., 
of which 1,206/. 5s. 6d. was for the church, 

The direct supervision of convict labour is now entrusted to the Indian serjeant of the guard, 
who was formerly the overseer attached to my department. He receives his orders direct 
from me, or through overseer Assow (who also assists him). He is an intelligent man, gene- 
rally attentive, and I am well satisfied with his conduct, as he performs his duties quite as well 
as can be expected from a man of his class. 

In the supply of new tools, both for hard-labour within and without the gaol, and also for 
the repair of tools, I have expended the sum of 35/. 4s. 2d. ‘This is considerably less than the 
previous year’s expenditure, but many of the wheelbarrows must soon be condemned, being too 
old for repair; but there is a good stock of wood from houses pulled down or resumed b 
Government, which will be very suitable for new ones, or repairs to buildings, when demanded, If 
I had a good carpenter attached to my department, I should find his services most useful, and 
T have no doubt it would effect an ultimate saving, as it would enable me to execute a great 
variety of repairs, which, for however trifling an amount, I must previously obtain the sanction 
of his Excellency the Governor; and, in consequence, I am often obliged to defer sundry 
requisite repairs until a sufficient number have accumulated to enable me to submit them to 
his Excellency ; whereas if the carpenter was always available, this delay would never occur, 
and the convicts’ tools, and the several buildings under my charge (27 in number), would be 
repaired immediately they require it. I have no doubt that I could engage a tolerably good 
carpenter at 30s. a-month, or 18/. per annum, and as I invariably spend that amount of money 
in repair of convict tools alone, the employment of such a man would not be a burthen, although 
it would swell the amount of my departmental expenses. His work would be of the utmost 
advantage to the Government, and I am sure be attended with satisfactory results. 

In the office Mr. Power still continues to give perfect satisfaction in the various duties 
required of him as book-keeper and general clerk, in the preparation of the ordinary accounts 
of expenditure of the department, as well as in the careful arrangement and entries demanded 
in the registration of memorials and the duties pertaining to the issue of leases. There have 
been but few transactions in land during the past year, only 45 memorials having been regis- 
tered, Of these, 30 were for absolute sale affecting 35 lots, and only 4 for surrender to Govern- 
ment affecting 7 lots, the remainder being of a miscellaneous character. Of these 45, 
13 were by Chinese and 7 endorsements of surrender, the documents necessary for which were 
executed in the office. The number of leases issued was 9, and sales of land have amounted 
to the sum of 156/. 3s. 1d. per annum only, the rental of lots resumed by Government 
amounting to 1537. 8s. 11d., leaves (with the addition of 5 grants) the total land rental of the 
year 11,2937. 12s. 53d., or 44/. 9s. 14d. more than it was for the year 1849. 

I trust that I shall be enabled, during the present season, to make the necessary surveys, 
alluded to in my last Annual Report, of the several buildings and works erected since my 
general survey of the town in 1843. I am preparing a map of the cantonment and ground 
adjoining, showing the several buildings and colonial propert extending from the Albany 
Godowns to the Ice-house, and when that is complete I shal! proceed to the survey of the 
remainder of the city; this duty, although a simple and by no means an arduous one, in 
ordinary cases where there happens to be any European assistant, or where a person can devote 
his whole time to the service, but it being incumbent upon me to attend the office at the 
ordinary office hours I can only devote the mornings and afternoons to it, which causes consi- 
derable delay, as it occupies additional time in going to and returning from work, as well as 
in re-arranging the several lines of the survey for the intended day’s work, and this is of no 
mean consideration in this climate even during the cold season, where exposure without 
exercise is so injurious to health; surveying, although a tiring duty, and particularly street 
surveying, obliging a person to stand still almost for the greater portion of the time occupied 
in the work. 

I have much pleasure in recording that the year has passed without any sickness in the 
department, and that the cause of my lameness (and consequent inability to walk or ride 
much during the previous year) having quite disappeared, I have been enabled to execute my 
duties with more satisfaction to myself both in the office and out of doors. 

T have, &c., 


(Signed) CuHartes St. Grorce CLEVERLY, 
The Hon. Major W. Caine, Surveyor General. 
Colonial Secretary. 
(True Copy.) 


W. Carng, Colonial Secretary. 
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Enclosure 3 in No, 39. 
Census of Hone Kone, 3lst December, 1850. 
Population. Population. 
pa ae Children. Total. — Children. Total. 
Fem. ! Male. | Fem. 
Male. | Fem. Male. |} Fem, 
Europeans and Americans. . 79 34 31 465 || Total Europeans . 321 79 34 31 465 
Portuguese (Goa and Macao) . a ee ame Es Si Rn in Deere ey 
Indians, Malays, &. . + - 60" 25/0 U1 276 |!) Tudians, &c a 
Chinese in employ “ eg aig 161 20 11 | 1,825 
Ditto residing in the City 7 2,287 |1,005 | 984 | 14,185 
Victoria . d 2 ? 
a Population, Victoria} 730 | 620| 319| 4,172 
Ditto residing in ‘Villages “he 862] 465 | 354] 4,898 Total Chinese . | 20,828 |5,431 (3,262 |2,466 | 31,987 
Ditto Boat Population, othe 
than Victoria * * 1,301 [1,152 | 798 | 6,207 
Ditto temporary Resident, ee 40:\" use Jax 700 
rants, &c. . 
Aliens, such as Séamen and : 
‘temporary Residents, &c, } ve ave oe 149 |} Total Aliens . . 149 | ee ve oe 149 
Total. « « < 21,696 |5,658 |3,382 |2,556 | 33,292 Pet 21,696 |5,658 |3,382 |2,556 | 33,292 


‘ 


* The Troops are not included. 


(True Copy,) 
W. Caine, Colonial Secretary. 


(Signed) Cuartes May, 


Officiating Registrar-General. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 39. 


No. 4.—Assrract of Rrturns furnished from each House occupied by Chinese in the Colony of Hong Kong, 
stating the number of persons resident therein on December 31, 1850. 


Children. 


Name of District or Place. Male. | Female. 


Male. 


City of Victoria . . iM ie oa 
Aberdeen and vicinity 
Hong Kong . + - 
Poktoolum. . . « 
Saiwan and vicinity . 
SheaakO. . «6 = « 
Sheak toon tsin and vicini' 
Showkewan and vicinity . 
Sookumpoo and vicinity . 
Sei-ing-poom . . . + 
Wongneichung. . « . 
Stanley and vicinity . . 


it 


y 


oer eee woes eee 


ee @ eve ec eer ee 


14,759 | 3,310 


(‘True Copy,) 
W. Cainzg, Colonial Secretary. 


Enclosure 5 


Bays of Hong Kong, 


Total 


os gate —> preceding 


i way: es 
Female. | 


No. of Persons 

who died 

Total 
Mortality. 


General nature of 
Occupation 
of the Inhabitants. 


2 months. 


In the |Outofthe 
Colony. | Colony. 


Trade, 

Trade with fishing. 
Agriculture. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Fishing and ditto. 
Ditto. 

Stone cutting. 
Trade. 
Agriculture. 

Ditto, 

Trade with fishing. 


Cuarves May, 


(Signed) 
Officiating Registrar-General. 


5 in No. 39. 
No. 2.—Return of the Number and Description of Chinese Vessels Anchored or Plying in the Harbours and 


on the 3lst December, 1850, specifying the Number of Persons on Board, 


ABERDEEN, STANLEY, 
Description of Boat. Children. | No, Children, No, Children. 
Males.| Fem. of | Males.) Fem. of | Males,| Fem, 
Males.) Fem. | Boats. Males,| Fem. | Boats. Males.| Fem, 
JURER eee Se bale oe ee ee oe ee oe oe oe oe ee 
Trading Boats .« . « « oe ve se oe . 55 | 469} 120 20 
Passage Boats . . 6 « 4 19 3 6 2 5 24] o- oo 
Balt Boats >. «be % 2 22 | o oe oe 5 49 4 6 5 
Stone Boats 2. 2. 6 « « os ee os ee ee ' 0 as oe oe 
Fishing Boats . . 2 « 53 | 636 | 275 | 360] 272 95 | 488 | 265; 310] 209 
Cargo Boats . > ee re oe oe oe oe oe oe ee ee oe oo 
Wood Boats . . « « « 6 20 6 10 Z oe ee oe oe oe 
Fast Boats and Hakows. . oe oe ee ve ee 11 60 10 9 vf 
Cooking Boats . . . -« 3 5 | oe 3] oe. 2 4 1 Bef ee 
Sampans*. « 2 » © « 178 |} 350] 267; 208] 105) 154] 616] 311] 185] 169 
Dorchas +s & “ss « = oe oe oe oe ee ee ee oe oe ee 
Water Boats. . . 2. oe oe oe ee oe oe ee oe ee ee 
Total . is « 245 }1,052 |} 551) 587] 386) 327 1,710! 711] 533 | 390 


* Upwards of 200 employed in fishing. 
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Return of the Number and Description of Chinese Vessels—No. 5, continued. 


Sarwan and SHOWKEWAN, SHEaK-0. Toran. 
Description of Boat. No. Children. | No. Children. | No, Children. 
of |Males.| Fem.|——~——| of | Males.|) Fem. ;———7———|_ of | Males.) Fem. 


Males.| Fem. | Boats, 


DUNKS a4 s Aiea, tye 
Trading Boats . . . + 
Passage Boats . . «© - 
Salt Boats 
Stone Boats 
Fishing Boats 
Cargo Boats . 
Wood Boats . Pc. 
Fast Boats and Hakows. .« 
Cooking Boats . . A 
Sampans*. . «. « 
Lorchas . + + «© « « 
Water Boats. . .« 


“ee ee 


Total . . « 44 


' * Upwards of 200 employed in 


(True Copy,) 
W. Caine, Colonial Secretary. 


(Signed) 


Males, Fem. | Boats. Males.| Fem. 


ae oe 4 97 oe oe oe 
8 oe 71 | 549) 120 20 |] «+ 
UK, ea 17 | 102 3 6 2 
ve oe 51} 651 4 26 5 
oe oe 7 65 3 5 2 
oe oe 194 |1,287 | 624] 723) 517 
oe ee 20) 112 60 20 15 
oe oe 9 40 6 10 7 
oe oe 122 | 363] 181 | 174 89 
oo oe 5 9 1 6] ee 
Lies 854 |2,075 |1,079 | 782} 480 
oe oe 4 41 | o« oe ee 
. on 3 18 { «- oe oe 
ve 1 + {1,361 [5,409 [2,081 {1,772 |1,117 


fishing. 
Cuarues May, 
Officiating Registrar-General. 


Enclosure 6 in No. 39. 


Return of the average Number of Prisoners confined in Victoria Gaol during every Day of 
each Month of the Year 1850. 


Chinese 
and 
Coloured 
Prisoners, 


Number of 


Total. Siacihe! 


January . 

February . 
March . . 
ADT vss 
May. . .« 
June en, 
July. . « 


August . 
On 
September 
October. . 
November 
December . 


On 
On 


Average Number in each Month fs 
Total Deaths : ° : . 
Mortality m : . - 


(True Copy,)° 
W. Caine, Colonial Secretary. 


(Signed) 


~ Remarks. 


One Indian died of dysentery. 
One Chinese died of dysentery. 


One Indian died of suppuration of lungs. 


° . . 


One Chinese died of cholera. 
One Chinese died of congestion of lungs. 


e Chinese died of natural causes. 


e Chinese died of hospital gangrene. 
e Chinese died of dysentery. 


rigged 8 
‘“ 8 
5°33 per cent. 
W. H. Mircuett, Sheriff. 


Enclosure 7 in No. 39. 


MeEmoranpum showing the Number of Deaths which have occurred in the Garrison of Hong Kong during the 
r, 1850. 


Year ended 3lst Decembe 


Prriop €38 s FI 
em ae Oy Sal aut 
Deseription Quarter ending | Quarterending | Quarter ending | Quarter ending eae i a 3 SE] 32 é 
E of 31st March. 30th June. 30th September. | 31st December. gf 5 p a8 % 8 33 Ph 
RUOBES SS SS) | eT S| aan ee ‘c at |2 "on LAs 
Average , Average Average Average 35 BS ik |e 
Strength. pate Strength. Paar: Strength. Deathw: Strength. Desths, & z 
Europeans . . «| 710 11 | 694 19 608 84 499 30 625 144 | 23-04 
2 1 17-89 
bai rho pimaaee | 2) 422 | 15 410 7 | soa.) a7. | 40 al | 10-02 
| 
| 


(Signed) 
Brigade Office, Hong Kong, 6th April, 1851. 


(True Copy,) 
W. Caine, Colonial Secretary. 


A. E. Burmester, Captain, Brigade Major. 
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Enclosure 8 in No. 39. 


Sir, Victoria, Hong Kong, April 5, 1851. 


Ws have the honour to reply to your letter of Ist April 1851, by the following Report 
on the Government Chinese schools for the past year. 

2. ‘The average number of scholars under instruction has been 93; 30 at Victoria, 18 at 
Stanley, 20 at Aberdeen, and 25 at Wongneichoong. 

3. The teacher at Aberdeen having been dismissed for gross misconduct was replaced by 
another, with whose success in the instruction of his pupils we have reason to be satisfied. 
The teacher appointed to the school at Wongneichoong, opened during the year, is an elderly 
man, a native of the village, a schoolmaster by profession, and a Christian convert. He had 
for many years taught in that neighbourhood, and was recommended by the villagers them- 
selves as a fit person. 

4, The system pursued in the Victoria school not meeting with our approbation, Mr. 
Moncrieff proposed to the teacher to remove to St. Paul’s College and there receive instruction, 
as well in the arts of teaching generally as in the truths of the Christian religion. The offer 
was accepted, and the school served for the time by a teacher from the establishment of the 
College. After a fair trial, however, it was considered improbable that the original teacher 
would soon be able to conduct the scliool in a mode of which we could approve, and as the 
Bishop of Victoria had a vacancy for a teacher in the College, and kindly agreed to take this 
man permanently into connexion with him, we thought it better that his relation to the 
Government should cease, and that the teacher who supplied his place should be continued in 
charge of the school. We regret that in consequence of this change the nnmber of scholars 
decreased for a time. The former teacher received the 10 dollars a-month only in aid of his 
school, which before any Government assistance was granted consisted of more than 30 scholars, 
but the present teacher stood upon a different footing. Latterly the number has again 
increased, and it now corresponds with that which by the effect of the Government grant was 
added to the original school. 

5. The teachers of the four schools are now, therefore, all nominees of the Government, not 
receiving, as far as we are aware, any compensation from their pupils, and they are all 
professed Christians. 

6. Christian books have been introduced into all the schools, but it is not compulsory on 
the scholars to learn them. If the parents object, the course of study is confined to native 
reading. 

7. Ty he following are the principal books now used :— 


Native Works. 


The three character Classic. 
The one thousand character Classic. 
The four books and five Classics. 


Christian Works. 


Medhurst’s three character Classic. 
Bishop Boone’s Catechism. 
The Bible. 


8. The progress of the scholars has been, on the whole, tolerably satisfactory ; we hope, 
however, by a more effectual supervision, and by the introduction of a few elementary works 
on various branches of useful knowledge, as soon as Chinese literature shall have been enriched 
by these, to work some improvement. The great distance of three, or at least two, of the four 
schools, coupled with our imperfect knowledge of the language, renders the supervision difficult 
and unsatisfactory. We can, however, only suggest one remedy that lies beyond ourselves, 
and this is, that the school Committee should be remodelled, aad that to the Bishop of 
Victoria should be accorded the entire superintendence of the schools, or at least a joint 
superintendence. 

9. The most serious impediment to progress is the fluctuation of the scholars in each 
school, owing to the caprice, but principally to the avarice or the necessities of the parents 
who are unwilling to allow children to remain at school whé may be employed elsewhere, 
with a, to them, more tangible prospect of pecuniary gain, for the importance attached by 
Chinese to the acquisition of knowledge, though great, is, we fear, secondary to that attached 
to the acquisition of money. 

We are, &c., 
(Signed) C. B. Hituier, 
E. T. R. Moncrizrr, LL.D., 


Committee for superintending Chinese Schools. 
The Hon. Major Caine, 


Colonial Secretary. 
(True Copy.) 
W. Caine, Colonial Secretary. 


HONG KONG. 
Encl. 8 in No. 39. 
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HONG KONG. 
Encl. 9 in No. 39. 


Encl. 10 in No. 39. 
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Enclosure 9 in No. 39. 


Victoria, Hong Kong, January 27, 1851. 


Memoranpvum on the Junk Trade in the harbour of Victoria, from Ist March to 
3lst December 1850. 


A MEMoRaNDuM furnished in February 1850 explainedgthe difficulty of supplying 
extensive or accurate data regarding the trade of this colony, and the defectiveness of the 
means of obtaining information upon that head. 

From the return daily made up by a native in the employ of the Chinese Secretary’s Office, 
it appears that there anchored in Victoria harbour during the above period 467 junks loading 
with stone from the colonial quarries, a slight advance upon the stone junks of 1849, which 
amounted to but 456. 

In the salt trade there is a considerable increase, 456 junks having imported 345,050 piculs 
of salt in 10 months, while the whole import of 1849 was 335,350 piculs imported in 
334 junks, 

The monthly average of general traders has continued nearly the same as during the latter 
eight months of, 1849; of the first four months there was no record, but, in the remainder, 
596 junks, laden with general cargoes, anchored here, while during the latter 10 months of 
1850 there have been 706 at Victoria with general cargoes, moving to or from the east and 
west coasts of the Canton province, Fuhkien, the islands of Hainan and Formosa, and Singapore 
and Siam, 

From this last port a single junk brought areca-nut, Brazil-wood, rattans, pepper, birds’- 
nests, leather, and nutmegs. 

From Singapore three large vessels, the same cargo as above, birds’-nests excepted, and 
with it drugs, dried fish, glasses, and biche-de-mer. 

Three from Formosa, coal, sulphur, rice, potato-flour, planks, and skin. The rest from 
various ports of the coast, reaching from Tien-tsin to Hainan Island; pigs, sheep, and poultry, 
drugs, bark, dried fruits, pulse, grain, sweet potatoes, sugar, sugar-candy, cocoa-nuts, areca- 
nuts, betel-leaf, dried fish, blubber-fish, rock-suckers, biche-de-mer, hams, bacon, pickled 
vegetables, eggs, native wine and manufactured tobacco, salt, alum, coal, charcoal, fuel, 
sulphur, rattans, coarse paper, crockery, cloth, grass-cloth, leather, furs, raw silk, planks, 
raw iron, and iron ware. 

Compared with 1849 there has been a slight falling off in the marine junk trade of some 
four or five vessels a-month, and there have been none, as in 1849, from ‘Tonquin; but it is 
impossible to account for this by any of the causes which might ordinarily be supposed to affect 
a coast trade. 

During the last two months when, although the monsoon is fair, the weather is such as to 
render navigation not a little perilous to the frail native craft, and while there has been more 
just alarm felt on the score of piracy than since the destruction of the pirates fleet in September 
1849, the number of monthly aarivals has been greater than at any period since May 1849. 

In both November and December no fewer than 124 junks have touched here; the greatest 
number on record before this being in May 1849, when 122 are shown to have anchored 
here. 

(Signed) T. Wang, Assistant Chinese Secretary. 
(True Copy.) 
W. Caine, Colonial Secretary. 


Enclosure 10 in No. 39. 


Rerurn of the Total Number of Felony Cases coming under the Cognizance of the Hong Kong 
Police, including those in which no Persons were apprehended. 


Total Number 


of Cases, 
1847 585 
1848 713 
1849 856 
1850 674 


(Signed) Cuartes May, Superintendent of Police. 
Victoria, Hong Kong, February, 1851. 


(True Copy,) 
W. Caine, Colonial Secretary. 
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Enclosure 11 in No. 39. 
Return of Criminal Cases that have been tried in the Supreme Court of Hong Kong during the Year 1850. 


SENTENCE, 


Crime Postponed. 
Number | Number 
of of 
Cases. | Persons, 


Number of Persons, 
Hard Labour 
over One 


Year. 
Hard Labour, 


Convicted, 

Acquitted. 
recorded 

Transporta- 
One Year 
and under. 


= | |) — | —— | —————_—_ | ——- —_] 


Abduction of Girl under 16 Years . 


& 

a 

[@) 

‘s 

z 

3 

a 

Jeli aac SRR ae | oe fence | Ci ete oe se ee 
AN edie] ATMO Ns ra gs eee ree err WP ae re Oana | . 1| «- oe oe . 
2} 2 | Assault...» is eee lees Shack oe oe os 
2) 2 Assault and false Imprisonment fe eae ee lly Del od «| ee H oe an 
1] 3 Assault, with intent torob,. . 2 2 2 6 eleetes oj] ee + oe oa 
Tad Aggravated AUNBOUIE 6 se Se on oe ce Mh Doe ol] oe. 1 oe oe 
1 Q| Assaultand Robbery . . «© 5 © «© « « Ql ee 1 oe 1 ary aie 
14). OS \Breach.of Rrivons = << & 6! wel e ai Ee Js fy (Sh ois ee] oe *2 oe os 
2| 2) Burglary, withintenttorob . .- © «© « «© }] lies rl es on) oe ae 
6| 8 | Burglary and Larceny. . « « « « « «| 3] 5 Se . oo a o. 
1| 1 | Burglary and Stabbing . . . el oD fox se | os . se oe se 
1 | 3 | Conspiracy to sell a Girl for purpose of Prostitution se] 3 ce] ee ° ee oe se 
1 1 | Demanding money with menaces. . . «6 «| eels pa || ote . ee 1 t 
2| 2 False Imprisonment . .« eo se |) he ce ee] ee . oe 2 2 
1 | 2 | False Imprisonment and Extortion sulle ts te WS far Cs t2 . oe oe ve 
1 AT TGCS S05, a. ys eee eS lle. oe 1 oe . oe oe e° 
6} 1@ | Larceny. . i fev nay ts oes af! S| es ee es 2 3 7 oe oe 
2 2 | Larceny hy a Servant 5 ee at Me Pel winka” <a 1 1 1 oe on . oe oe ee 
2| 2] Larceny ina Dwelling-house. . 2 .« «°.] lee 1 oo o. oa 
2 | 2:| Manslaughter: 63 4. "4% ee pe te | 2" Sie oa 1 oe o- 
To) 9° [ Marder: as sm 5 eer ta Ge ee te, fe te Myo ueal fers, oe ee es a 
SS! eUtiese eqs. Tee Ee wow tse e ce Tope ea 2 oe oe o- 

TQ" S25. PMACy: pc a we ee er ee Pe) ce eo 8 oe oe 1 { 
4 | 41 | Piracy, withStabbing . . « 2 «© «© + «| 23] 4 os or) e% ae 
7 | 11§] Receiving Stolen Goods . « «© « « « «| 5] 8 2 3 a on 
Bilin: MROVOlE sl sais Wek ek Te ee, ee eales oe oe on or 
7) 12 | Robbery witharms. .« . . «© « « «© «| Glee 1 oe on oe 
4| 4 | Robbery, with stabbing . a Melee oe oe oe os 
5 | 5 | Stabbing, with intent to do grievous bodily harm FON iets Ca se 1 oe oe 

81 {163 Oat "5 yie os 29) 12) 4 A 4 


* James Gilroy, one of the prisoners, was ordered to be discharged on payment of 1s, to Her Majesty. 

t+ In this case, the prisoners were further sentenced to pay a fine of 50 Dollars each, and to be further imprisoned till such fine was paid. 
t This prisoner was indicted for murder, but the Crown waiving that charge, he pleaded guilty of manslaughter. 

§ One of these prisoners died before the day of trial in prison, This will explain the difference of one in the totals. 


(Signed) W. H. Avexanper, (Signed) Rozsert Donnas Cay, 
Deputy Registrar. Registrar. 


(True Copy,) 
W. Caine, Colonial Secretary. 
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Enclosure 12 in No. 39. 
Asstract of Causes under cognizance at the Chief Magistrate’s Office Hong Kong, during the Year 1850, with the mode 


of disposal. 
f Civil C: A : 
Mrmuber 0 Sie diacoed oh Criminal Causes, how disposed of. 
« | 22 |p Commited [raat 
RI & & Ey Total Convicted | Discharged| Released or bailed for 
| = ad le Number of and without on Deported. Trial at the Undecided. 
» | «2 |¥ | g |Defendants. Punished. |Punishment} Security. Supreme To the To the 
3/28/8, /28/3 Court and Chinese | Consul of 
" 3 2 | ag 23 3 Petty Scssions.| Authorities-/ France. 
2}e| £18] so ea) 3 —— 
Bares ee iota: ep cele) Pts AS |e | F M. | F M. | F M. | F. |. M F. Me ies]! «OM, Me cr, 
1,731)556 1,175 64 126 {359 | 7 |1,692 | 66 | 465 | 19 | 674 | 29 | 50 6| 47 1 380 10 10 oe 49 <» 17 1 


The Civil Causes summarily decided ay the Magistrates consisted of— 


Claims for Police Rates. . o Ge wetek ster 4a) DO 
Recovery of deserted leasehold premises Rein Se Cee Fe 1 
Fees on Opium Licenses, &. 2 «© 2 2 © © © © © © «© 4 
— 197 
The Criminal Causes summarily decided consisted of— 

Unlawful possession of goods, malicious injuries, obstruction of wharves 

and thoroughfares, keeping publie brothels, illegal peccrnblage with 

intent to injure property, furious driving, &c. &c. . ° - 164 
Rogues and Vagabonds, plying boats and hawking without License. . 86 
Misconduct as Police Constables . . - © « © © © «© « « 40 
Resisting Police . . . a> wal ses Pe: cat Gia an ce oe ek 
Drunkenness and disorderly OOUGUEE: Prom 5 ihe ours ta pats aRue 
Assaults and Batteries. ) Paar sy eee ee etl ys 
Keeping Public Gambling Hidde belies ncccdi > ae ae 4 
Unlawful combination among workmen . . » + 2 «© 2 «© »@ ] 
False Balances and Weights . . « © «© «© + «© «© #© «© «@ 1 
Breaches of Spirit Licenses. . . 2 
Exercising without License the calling ‘of ‘Paonbroker; ‘Auctioneer, } 13 

Retailer of Opium or Spirits. 2 6. 1 6 6 2 6 8 8 ew sak 
Add Committals for Trial, Summonses for Defendants in cases of 827 

Debt; Damage, Gt «ne sw HO A se ee ‘| 


PGF si tater oes Utes: 1,731 
Se a el 
(True Copy,) (Signed) C. B. Hirxurer, 
W. Caine, Colonial Secretary. Chief Magistrate. 


Enclosure 13 in No. 39. 


Assrract of Causes under Cognizance at the Court of Petty Sessions, Hong Kong, during the Year 1850, 
with the Mode of Disposal. 


No. of Causes.| Civil Causes, how disposed of. Criminal Causes, how disposed of. 
3 Pal 5 Total Convicted Discharged Released Committed 
Sotet| a ules ase esis Number and without on Deported. or 
| gfe 3 2|}e2| % i of Defendants.) Punished. | Punishment. | Security. “| Bailed. 
& le Slgiaile 
a|2|2|g2| 63 |2/2/2) 2 
zlélae (a7 l2lSlela-| afr fwelelu|e fuels | «|e foe] e 
575 | 359 ay 208} 41 | 71] 2] 34 4 315 3 182 2 64 1 30 +e | 33 Fi 6 oe 
Classification of Offences. 
Criminat— 
Larceny . . ° ° . ° - 146 
Robbery and Housebreaking . . . . . 4 
Embezzlement . . : . . ‘ . « -8 
Extortion. . . . 5 . . i eal! 
Receiving Stolen Property . . . . - ° ~ 2 
Obtaining Money by false pretences . . . . ree! 
Demanding Money with menaces - . : ° . aes 
Uttering counterfeit Coin. . . . . . 4 te 
Riotous assemblage. . . . . . a 
Combination amongst Workmen ° : . . : v1 2 
Assaults with intent to Rob . . . . . . - 3 
Assaults and Batteries . ° . . . . . Ae 
Vagrancy .« . . . - 22 
Returning to the Colony after having been deported ° ° hs 
Cutting and destroying Trees . . . C ‘ ie 
Desertion from Vessels in Harbour 1° . Py . Sane: 
Total . a . . 216 
(Signed) C. B. Hituier, Chief Magistrate. 


(True Copy.) 
W. Caine, Colonial Secretary. 
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Enclosure 14 in No. 39. 


Return of the Number of Cases Tried before the Honourable J. W. Hulme, and Actions commenced in the 
Supreme and Vice-Admiralty Courts of Hong Kong, during the year ending the 31st December, 1850. 


ee 
Cases tried before the Honourable J. W. Hulme in 1850. 


Jupement. Torat. 
Amount of Debt and |-—---——-— oS eee. FAP 
75 ae are Hremages clateed, Plaintiff. Defendant.| Nonsuit. | Cases Debt 
7 “i r ‘land Damages, 
Supreme Court— | Dollars, Dollars, 
Common Law . 1 4496-62 None. None. 1 
Chancery . . None. None. None. None. None, 
De 5) | 4 
Summary . , 123* eh ae 17792-19 ee 85 32 5 
Insolvency . «. | Hearings 5t i{ Schedule } 6328-88 { Discharged } 5 None. None. 
Appeals... 2 12260°00 2 None. None. 
Vice-Admiralty Court 18 68597 °56 e 17 | 1 None. 149 169475°25 


Actions commenced in 1850. 


Ry i ee PAL 
c ; Number] amount of Debt and spe = bts Be a Lasts 
BUES of Damages claimed. | ¥/#20U ~~ ; in Debt 
Cases. Trial. Plaintiff. Defendant.| Nonsuit.|dependence.| Cases, and Damages. 
Supreme Court— Dollars. Dollars: 
Common Law . 25t 69900°31 None. | 
Chancery . «| None. None, . None, | 
Summary . .| 154 ae 21843-82 ain 85 | 
ebts in A etitioners 
Insolvency . - 4 { Schedule } so as { Ditened | 4 i 
Assets per | 
Ecclesiastical . 27 Appraise-} 19225°47 | 
ment 
Appeals. . . 2 12260-00 
Vice-Admiralty Court 14 66824-55 226 | 194332-03 


* One of these cases was referred to the Registrar to report on and is still undecided. 

} One of these was a remanded case of 1849. . ; 

{ In eight of these cases the defendant was arrested on a capias issued from the common law side, and they were subsequently brought iuto 
the summary jurisdiction. The debt and damages in the said cases amount to 1640-22 dollars, 

§ One of these was commenced in 1849. 


(Signed) W, H. Avexanver, Deputy-Register. (Signed) Rosert Dunpas Cay, Registrar. 


(True Copy,) 
W. Carne, Colonial Secretary. 


LABUAN. LaBuaN. 


(No. 18.) No. 40. No, 40. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Scorr to Earl Grey. 


Government House, Labuan, 
March 25, 1851. 
(Received May 19, 1851.) 
My Lorp, 
I nave the honour to forward the Blue Book of this settlement for the 
year 1850. 


Revenue. 


The local revenue of the past year amounts to the sum of 1,798/. 10s. 44d., 
showing an increase over that of the previous year of 1,047/. 11s. 

A portion of this increase has been derived from a recovery of certain loans 
made from the Colonial Treasury in 1849, and also from the sale of Govern- 
ment leases of town lots, two sources which cannot be considered as constant ; 
deducting, therefore, a fair allowance for this adventitious addition to the 
revenue of the year, it will still exhibit an increase of about 600/. over that of 
the year 1849, which has been derived from sources that will, it may be 
expected, annually, with the development of the settlement, yield larger and 
increasing amounts. 
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LABUAN, 
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The balance of revenue available towards defraying the civil service of the 
settlement for the present year amounts to 4,140/. 6s. 1d. 


Expenditure. 


The total expenditure for the past year reaches the sum of 6,751/. 3s. 112d., 
that of 1849 a sum of 8,687/. 7s. 24d. 

By an inspection of the comparative yearly expenditure at page 17 of the 

Blue Book, it will be perceived that the reduction of 1,936/. 3s. 3d., here 
shown, is included in the item of Fixed Establishments. Owing to occurrences 
which have taken place in the department of the Lieutenant-Governor, of 
which your Lordship is aware, the very small sum of 305/. 11s. 1d. only has 
been drawn from the Treasury, instead of 1,380/, the amount granted for the 
services of that Department. On the other hand, owing to the unusually 
unfavourable rate of exchange in Singapore, where the bills are negociated, the 
loss on the exchange of the bills drawn by this Government on Her Majesty’s 
Treasury exceeds by 252/. 10s. 64d. the similar item of the year 1849. 
_ It is also necessary to remark, that from the circumstance of the late 
Treasurer having transferred the salaries of the departments paid in January 
1850 to the accounts of the previous year, the disbursements on account of 
salaries included in the accounts of 1850 extend over 11 months only. 

Making, therefore, the necessary corrections for these items, the decrease of 
the expenditure over that of the previous year will not exceed 687/, if the 
decrease attributable to permanent changes in the fixed establishments, and 
other economical arrangements made by the Government for this purpose, are 
alone considered. 


Public Works. 


Under this head of service has been expended a sum of 1,766/. 4s. 10d., of 
which 149/. 7s. 9d. was disbursed for building a commissariat store for the 
military, and a further sum of 145/. 5s. 14d. in draining and levelling around 
the barracks. 

No work of any great extent has been carried on in this branch of the service. 
The chief outlay has been made in cutting down the forest and making ditches 
or drains on the plain, and near the site of the town, with the view of improving 
the sanitary condition of the island. A road has also been commenced opening 
a communication betwixt this part of the island and the coal mines at Tanjong 
Kobong. 


Climate and Population. 


The sanitary condition of this settlement duringthe past year has continued 
as favourable as that of 1849, made known to your Lordship by his Excellency 
Sir James Brooke, in his report of that year. 

It has always been considered that the remittent, or as it is frequently called, 
the jungle fever, which prevailed to so great an extent during the first year of 
this settlement, was attributable to local causes which were capable of removal, 
and the improvement that followed the removal of a portion of the jungle, and 
a partial drainage in the vicinity of the habitations, and the continued increase 
in the salubrity of the island as these improvements progress, tend to support 
and confirm this conclusion. 

Intermittent fever of a mild type, and very amenable to medical treatment, 
periodically prevails, especially during the months of June and July. Dysentery 
and chronic rheumatism also prevail, though to a very limited extent; but 
these as well as intermittent fever are diseases common to all countries situated 
in low latitudes. I find that the sanitary condition of our settlement during 
the past two years, when compared with other tropical countries, shows that the 
climate of Labuan may be considered as being on the average fully as salubrious 
as that of any other. 

I requested the military surgeon who lately arrived here, and who is at 
present acting colonial surgeon, to examine the medical records of his prede- 
cessors, and he states, “So far as I have been able to observe, with the exception 
“ofa mild form of fever during the months of June, July, and August, the 
“ island was far from unhealthy during the year 1850; and it isto be expected, 
‘from the improvements perfected and perfecting in clearing and draining the 
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“ island, that this year and each following year will show a great diminution in 
“ the number of cases of fever, and probably also of rheumatism.” 

The following statement: exhibits the average amount of the population during 
the year, with the number of deaths belonging to each class, viz. :— 


Population, Deaths, 
Europeans. : : : ; 29 
Indo-Britons . : : : 8 1 
Sepoys ’ ; . : . 146 3 
Chinese . ; : ; . 134 9 
Malays and Klings : . 268 11 
Malay labourers not having per- 
manent residences. ; - 800 4 
1) Ee nee Bethy eee 29 


The 800 Malay labourers, enumerated in the above list, form a migratory 
population who constitute the mass of the workmen employed by Government, 
and by the Eastern Archipelago Company at Tanjong Kubong. They visit 
Labuan for the purpose of labour for a few weeks, and then return to their 
villages, their places being in the mean time always supplied by fresh applicants 
for work. Being thus continually on the change, they cannot be fairly included 
in any estimate of mortality. Excluding them, therefore, from the above list, 
we have a fixed population of 585 souls, amongst which 25 deaths have taken 
place, giving the moderate per centage of 4:2 asthe mortality for the year; and 
I may remark that this per centage is unduly increased by including the Chinese 
population, who from their depraved, gross, and dissipated habits, always exhibit 
a large mortality. 


Sale of Land. 


During the year 1850 town lots to the number of 123 were sold, realizing a 
sum of 169/, 2s.5d. The annual revenue derivable from the quit-rent on these 
lots amounts to 150/, 4s. Id. 


Crime. 


As elucidation of the extent and nature of the crimes and misdemeanors of 
this settlement, I beg to enclose a return of criminal cases tried before the High 
Criminal and General Court, together with a return of cases heard before the 
magistrate of police. 

The total number of persons imprisoned during the year was 37, of which 25 
were for periods not exceeding three months. 

Considering the mixed and often depraved class of people which generally 
resort to a new settlement, many of them with the sole view of profiting by 
their roguery, I cannot but regard as favourable the statement of crime as 
exhibited in these tables. 


Coal. 


The working of the coal at Tanjong Kobong is still continued in the same 
manner as from the beginning, that is by quarrying the outcrops, and the sup- 
ply of coal has been, therefore, both more limited and expensive than will be 
the case when the mines are opened after the usual method. The level or open- 
ing which the superintendent has begun from the sea-shore on a level with the 
high tide, has now reached the larger seam of coal, and the delay which has 
taken place in opening these mines it may be expected will now soon be brought 
to a close. 

I am not aware of the precise quantity of coal excavated, but 678 tons only 
were disposed of to the public, of which 578 tons were supplied to Her 
Majesty’s navy, and the remaining 100 tons conveyed for sale to Singapore. 

The examination which has been made during the past year of these coal 
measures has established their extent and value to be fully equal to the expecta- 
tion that had been formed of them; the large seam alone cannot contain less 
than 700,000 tons of coal lying above tide level. 

I have already reported to your Lordship, in my Despatch No. 29, dated 9th 
of April of last year, that two seams of coal have been discovered near the head 
of the harbour in the vicinity of the town. These, as far as they have yet been 
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examined, do not appear to average more than three feet in thickness, and 
could not, therefore, be worked to advantage against the richer deposits at 
Tanjong Kobong. Between these two places there is a distance of five miles, 
and it is probable that other seams exist, but hitherto we have failed to discover 
any intermediary outcrops. 


Piracy. 


No overt act of piracy occurred during 1850 in our vicinity, but I regret to 
add, as already communicated to your Lordship in my Despatch No. 16, of 
date February 18, that a small pirate fleet of boats visited the Gaya islands, 
situated within sixty miles of this island, in the month of January last. Three 
boats detached from this fleet succeeded in capturing several native boats, and 
carried off, to be sold into slavery, upwards of thirty people from the neigh- 
bouring rivers. It is believed that the number of piratical prahus did not 
exceed eight or nine, and I have been informed by one of the captured persons 
who escaped that they were from two islands called Tunkil and Tibuan, 
situated to the east of the Palawan. 

The settlements on the rivers on the north-west coast of Borneo, as Pandas- 
san, Tampasuk, Malludu, &c. peopled, by the Illanuns who were formerly 
the dread of these waters, may be considered in a state of transition. On 
the attack of these rivers in 1845-6 by Admiral Sir Thomas Cochrane, 
many of the most desperate characters fled to other parts; but those that now 
remain have still the disposition to revert to their former lawless proceedings, 
and would undoubtedly do so, did not the wholesome dread they entertain of 
Labuan check this inclination. Several of these chiefs, finding the necessity of 
following a legitimate traffic, have during the past year visited Labuan, and 
expressed their friendship and desire to trade with the settlement. 

It cannot be expected that a rapid change can be effected in long-established 
habits, or that piracy, carried on so extensively and in such detail as that which 
formerly obtained. n Borneo Proper, can be suddenly suppressed. A careful 
supervision of the piratical communities, and the moral influence which this 
settlement will acquire, and yearly extend over a larger circle, and the civiliza- 
tion which as a consequence will follow, will no doubt ultimately effect these 
desirable objects. 

To this end the proximity of Labuan to the seat of the Bornean Government 
is advantageous, for the strong and direct contrast thereby afforded of a civi- 
lized government and a semi-barbarous one must be conducive to civilization ; 


the cruelty and oppression practised by the latter cannot long exist in juxta- 


position with the principle of justice and protection exercised by the former, 
and oppressed and pillaged as the mass of the people have hitherto been, they 
are not slow to appreciate the advantages of our mode of government, and 
already it is no uncommon occurrence for the minor chiefs of different rivers, in 
ignorance of our precise political relations with their Sultan, to visit Labuan 
to solicit our adjudication of matters in dispute, or the punishment of some 
crime that may have been committed amongst their people. 


Trade. 


The difficulties against which we have had to contend in carrying out one of 
the primary objects had in view in forming this settlement, viz. the extension of 
commerce, are known to your Lordship. 

One of the greatest of these difficulties was the panic which arose in conse- 
quence of the sickness that prevailed during the first year, by which influential 
settlers were deterred from establishing themselves in the island. 

The improved sanitary condition of the settlement has, in a great measure, 
removed this impediment to success, and several Chinese and Malay settlers, 
hitherto engaged ,n trade in the city of Brune, have purchased land, and 
located themselves here. 

We have also had to encounter the covert schemes and opposition of the 
Pangirans of Borneo itself. Few of these nobles have any independent source 
of income, and they are consequently obliged to resort to chicanery and unjust 
exactions levied on the poorer and weaker class, generally submitted to with 
extraordinary patience, but sometimes creating resistance, when it is carried, as 
it often is, to a most cruel extent. The servile condition of the lower orders 
alone permits the exercise of this tyranny. The Pangirans are fully aware 
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that their tenure of this power is unsupported either by ancient custom, or just 
rights, and that any change by which the civilization of the peeple would be 
advanced, would remove it from them. Their object has, therefore, hitherto 
been to throw’ secretly every obstacle in the way of the success of Labuan, by 
falsifying the actions and motives of the Government, and by seeking to instil 
into the minds of the people, an unjust fear of our settlement and its proceed- 
ings. In the beginning some success attended these schemes, but as our inter- 
course with the various rivers of the coast extended, these false representations 
became weakened, so that the number of boats now visiting Labuan with com- 
modities of trade is increasing, and the native trade is gradually drawing hither- 
wards. 

The first step, diminutive as it may be, towards developing the trade of 
Borneo proper has heen taken, but much remains to be done. The native 
trade as at present carried on is limited. Camphor, edible birds’ nests, sago, 
rice, trepang, wax, rattans, small quantities of tortoiseshell, seed pearls, and a 
few common commodities of tropical climates, form the staple articles; nor 
can it be expected that the traffic will go beyond these, if left to the Malay: 
to open and develop the commercial resources of these countries, will require 
European example, enterprize, and capital. Antimony, iron, and coal, are 
known to be in abundance, and report states the existence of other minerals; 
the pearl fishery is said to be valuable; cotton employed by a few of the natives 
in the manufacture of their dress, grows luxuriantly, and with the rudest culti- 
vation. Coffee and the sugar cane are common. Dye woods, as well as gums, 
oil, and other vegetable exudations, whose properties are yet unknown, abound 
in the vast forests which cover the face of the country ; and nutmegs and other 
spices are indigenous, so that it is reasonable to suppose that these valuable 
products might be advantageously cultivated, and land and labour for such 
experiments exist in cheap abundance. It is much to be regretted that the 
Eastern Archipelago Company has been obliged to confine its labours to mining 
the coal in Labuan, and to abandon the more extended commercial operations 
for which it was established, as set forth in its prospectus; for such a company, 
if in command of capital, might create a large and lucrative trade ; of the capa- 
bilities of Borneo proper to produce this trade, there can be no doubt, it is true 
but little is yet known of the interior or its inhabitants, but it is certain that every 
extension of our knowledge of the country, serves to confirm the fact of its 
richness in mineral and vegetable productions. 


Social Condition. 


It is gratifying for me to be enabled to communicate to your Lordship that 
peace, good order, and general contentment prevail within this settlement. 


(Signed) ‘J. SCOTT, 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, Lieut.-Governor. 
&e. &e &e. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 40. 


Return of Criminat Caszs that have been tried before the High Criminal and General 
Court of Labuan during the year 1850. 


Sentence. 
Pale Imprisonment with Hard Labour, 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 40. 


Return of Crimes and Mispemvanours that have been Tried by the Police Magistrate of 
Labuan during the Year 1850. 


a a Sentence. 
a | 2 
| 3 | 9 Imprisonment with Hard Labour, 
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1} 1 | Cruelty at sea . ee ee elt Tels 1l}|-. les oe] i 
3| 7 | Absconding from hired service . 4| 3 ‘ oe le 3 eels 1 
2| 2) Having stolen property in possesion . 2 . oe Clea Me 
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FALKLAND ISLANDS. 


(No. 5.) No. 41. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Renniz to Karl Grey. 
Government House, Stanley, Falkland Islands, 
February 20, 1851. 
My Lorp, (Received May 15, 1851.) 
I nave the honour to enclose the Blue Book of this colony for the year 1850. 

2. I have the gratification to state that on every source of interest or advan- 
tage to the colony there has been a satisfactory increase. 

3. The resort of shipping to the settlement has greatly augmented. In 1849 
the total tonnage of vessels was 9,200, and in 1850, 13,672; deducting ships of 
war (of which class there were about 3,000 tons in 1849, and only 500 in 
1850), an increase in tonnage of mercantile vessels to about double the amount 
of former years is shown. In 1849, only 12 English merchant vessels entered 
the harbour; in 1850 there were 23. American traders, with a few European 
vessels, make up the remainder. As the local prosperity of the Falklands is 
chiefly dependent on the demands by the crews and passengers of shipping 
calling for refit or refreshments, either of native production or imported into 
the islands for their supply, the steady increase which has taken place for the 
last two years in this important item is cheering. 

4, The fixed revenue, likewise, small as it is, shows a decided advance, from 
184/. 10s. in 1849, to 4421. 14s. 2d, in 1850. 

5. Labour is in great demand, and at high wages; unskilled from 2s. 6d. to 
4s, 6d., mechanics from 5s. to 8s. per diem. Provisions of all kinds are at 
reasonable prices, and from 20 to 30 per cent. lower than during the system of 
Government rations. 

6. The imports by the colonists having been unusually large the last year, in 
consequence of the sale of the cargoes and hulls of two American and one 
English ship, wrecked and condemned in the colony, a considerable withdrawal 
of specie took place, and.the non-arrival of any on account of the local Govern- 
ment has contracted operations materially. No yery serious inconvenience, 
however, has as yet actually been experienced, and from your Lordship’s 
Despatch of the 27th August 1850, No. 71, I am in daily expectation of 
receiving 1,000/. I have, &c, 

The Bgxht Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) GEORGE RENNIE. 
&e. &e. &e. 


London: Printed by Wi1i1am Cowes and Sons, Stamford Street, 
For Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 
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SCHEDULE. 


NORTH AMERICA. 


Place. Date. SUBJECT. Page. 
1852. 
NOVA SCOTIA - - | 1. Colonel Bazal-} July 5. | Enclosing Returns for last CENSUS, and 
gette. EXPORTS and IMPORTS - -| 2 
1. Census - - - - -| 8 
2. Births, &c.; Schools, &e 8 - -| 3 
3. Religious Denominations - -| 8 
4. Trades and Occupations - -| 4 
5. Buildings, value of scone L and 
Assessments - -| 6 
6. Agriculture - - - mp we 
7. Fisheries - - - - -| 6 
8. Manufactures - - arly Ge 
9. Imports. - - - - - | 10 
10. Exports - - | 14 
NEWFOUNDLAND - | 2. Sir J. G. Le | April12.) Forwarding Blue Book for 1851, and si i 
Marchant. accompanying a7 
Estimated VALUE of ARTICLES IM- 
PORTED and EXPORTED - -| 18 
REVENUE and EXPENDITURE. Im- 
proved state of the Finances - 18 
FISHERIES. Injurious effects of the high 
Duties imposed by Foreign Nations on 
British Fish, also by the system of Boun- 
ties granted ‘by them and by the Encroach- 
ments of Foreigners - - | 18 
FISH and OILS EXPORTED - 18 


SHIPPING INWARDS and OUTWARDS 19 
Steady advance in the AGRICULTURE of 


the Colony - 21 
Little improvement in produce or health of 
the Potato Crop - 21 
PRINCE EDWARD 8. Lieutenant- | July. Transmittting Blue Book for 1851, with ex- 
ISLAND. Governor Sir planatory statement ~ 21 
Alexander Ban- Officers, and their Salaries, on he. CIVIL 
nerman. ESTABLISHMENT - 22 
SOURCES of REVENUE. Rate a Duties 
and Fees imposed - : 22 
EXPENDITURE - 22 
JUDICIAL and ECCLESIASTICAL Esta- 
blishments - - - | 23 
EDUCATION - - - | 23 
COMMERCE “Ly is 24, 
Responsible Government conceded to Prince 
Edward Island - ~ | 24 
BERMUDA - - - | 4. Governor El- | June $1.| Forwarding Blue Book for 1851 - - | 24 
liot. General satisfactory state and progress - | 25 
Supports a suggestion for the modification 
of Contracts for supplying fresh Beef - | 25 


An Acre of Land in Bermuda cropped with 
Arrow Root will protons an snmasl Rental 
of 351. - - | 25 


No Reports received from Canapa and New Brunswick. 


WEST INDIES. 


a ee ee ee ee eee 


1851. 

JAMAICA - - | 5. Sir C. Grey - | Dec. 31.| Report to accompany Blue Book for 1850, 
gnent View of the condition of the Co- 

ony for the last Three Years - 25 
CESSATION of the STRUGGLE to EN- 
FORCE RETRENCHMENT by Step: 

page of Supplies - 25 
CONTINUANCE and INCREASE of DE- 
PRESSION of PLANTING INTEREST, 
and CONTINUED DEPRECIATION of 

the COLONIAL FINANCES - - 1 9% 
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SCHEDULE. 


WEST INDIES—continued. . 


Name. 


JAMAICA—cont, - -| 5. Sir C.Grey - 


1852. 
JAMAICA - - | 6. Sir C. Grey - | Aug. 23. 
HONDURAS - 7. Sir C. E. Grey | Jan. 12. 
BAHAMAS - - | 8. Lieut.-Gover- | May 8. 
nor Nisbett. 
BARBADOS - - | 9. Lieut.-Gover- | Apr. 13. 


nor Hamilton. 


Date. 


1851. 
Dec. 31. 


SUBJECT, 


DEBT and LIABILITIES of the Colony 

Report of the FINANCE COMMITTEE of 
the 14th January 1851 transmitted ~ 

Tabular Statement of EXPORTS of Sugar, 
Rum, Coffee, and Pimento for ies al 
1848—1851 - - 

Complaint of want of labour 

The CHOLERA, its fatal effects on the ive 
bour Market ; 25,000 to 30,000 have died 

RIOTS.—Character of the Lehourlny ial 
lation - - 

State of PRISONS - 

EDUCATION, no aan ee 
ported 

Extract from ated of House of ‘Aueimbly, 
dated 14th January 1851. Report on the 
Financial State of the Island - - 


wn sup 


Transmitting Blue Book for 1851 - 
Summary of Affairs for the last Eight Months 
DEPRESSED CONDITION of COLONY. 
Review of Proceedings of Local Legislature 
CESSATION OF CHOLERA - - 
Appearance of SMALLPOX - 
Delegation to London to represent the 
calamitous condition of the Colon 
STATEMENT of CASH RECEIPTS and 
PAYMENTS - - 
IMPORT and TONNAGE DUTIES - 
AMOUNT of TONNAGE (Inwards) - 
STAPLE EXPORTS of the Island - 


Transmitting Despatch from Superintendent 
in Honduras, with Blue Book for 1850, ane 
Report on the same - 

NEW TARTFF: Increase of Lamport Duty - 

REVENUE and EXPENDITURE - 

Necessity of Reform in the Constitution of the 
Legislative Body called “THE PUBLIC 
MEETING” - 

Arrival of Spanish Refugees from Putnan, 
- who establish the Pulnraton of Sugar and 
Tobacco - - - 


Transmitting Blue Book and Report for 
851. - - - - - 
INCOME, DEBT, and EXPENDITURE 
PUBLIC WORKS = - 
LEGISLATION - 
ECCLESIASTICAL MATTERS ~ - 
EDUCATION - - - 
LIBRARY and MUSEUM 
CLIMATE, HEALTH, DISEASE - 
Healthiness of Nassau - 
Cholera has at no time visited ‘the Bahamas 
POOR, LUNATICS, and LEPERS 
POPULATION - - - 
AGRICULTURE - - - 
COMMERCE - - 
WRECKING, how nihidtobed - 
Royal Mail Steam Packet Company 
Effects of alteration in the Navigation Law 
Lighthouses described ” - 
GEOLOGICAL FORMATION - 


Transmitting Blue Book for 1851 - 

IMPORT DUTIES under ss ie Act of 
1845 still collected - 

EXPORT DUTIES abolished ss - 

MILITIA TAX, ROAD TAX - 

Satisfactory Arrangements as to FEES of 
Clergy, Coroners, and Magistrates 

Flourishing Condition of the COLONIAL 
Treasury - - 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE WINDWARD ISLANDS. 


Place, 


BARBADOS—cont. 


GRENADA 


TOBAGO 


ST. VINCENT 


ST. LUCIA 


WEST INDIES—continued. 


9. Lieut.-Gover- 
nor Hamilton. 


10. Lieut.-Gover- 
nor Hamilton. 


Date. 


1852. 


SUBJECT. 


Apr. 13.] TAXATION, per-centage of, Genpered hi 


May 38. 


tl. Lieut.-Gover- | June 24. 


nor Hamilton. 


12. Lieut.-Gover- | May 18. 


nor Hamilton, 


13. Lieut.-Gover- 
nor Hamilton. 


June 24. 


other countries - 

Condition of POOR WHITES - - 

MILITARY EXPENDITURE - - 

PUBLIC WORKS - 

Important Additions to the CIVIL ESTA- 
BLISHMENT - - - 

Number and State of POPULATION - 

EDUCATION - 

TRADE and AGRICULTURE.— -Conil- 
tion and prospects of the st os Sopa 
1844-1851 

Average Value of Sonar exported - - 

Census of the Population - - - 

Memorandum on the section of Census 
* Rank and Occupation ” - - 

Lighthouse, Sketch of - - - 


Transmitting Blue Book and Report for 1851 
Remarks on the general condition of Grenada ; 
the balance of trade, if taken as test of 
prosperity, is against the Island - - 
Value of Exports and Imports, 1849-1851 - 
Continued want of Labourers - 
Abstract of statistical Returns in Blue Book < - 
General Abstract of Returns of Population - 


Transmitting Report of Lieut.-Governor of 
Tobago with Blue Book for 1851 - 
EMBARRASSING CONDITION of the 
FINANCE of the Island a bar to improve: 
ment - ° 
Depressed state of the Planting Interest - 
Report of Lieut.-Governor - - 
Report of Inspector of Prisons - = Se 


Transmitting Blue Book and Report for 1851 
Report of Lieut.-Governor — - 
SYSTEM of TAXATION UNCHANGED, 
and general sources of Revenue unaltered - 
ADVOCATING a system of Ls eg ri ee 
IMPORT DUTIES ~ - 
REVENUE and EXPENDITURE | - 
PUBLIC WORKS - - - 
Extent of LEGISLATION - 
POPULATION.—Incompleteness and defi- 


ciency of the Census - - 
CHURCH matters - « - 
EDUCATION - & m 


IMPORTS and EXPORTS _ - 

State of SOUL EE and MANUFAC- 
TURES - - 

GRANTS of LANDS” - - - 

COTTON, increased attention to cultivation of 

GAOLS, &c. - 

Remarks on the Progress of the Colany dustag 
the six years of Sir J. amp oath s administra- 
tion - td 

CENSUS Return (Tabular Sammacy) 

Report onthe STATE of the LIBERATED 
AFRICAN IMMIGRANTS in seta al 
town district - 

Report exhibiting the AVERAGE RATE of 
WAGES, &c. ‘afforded to liberated African 
immigrants in the Windward district - 

Similar Report on the Leeward district - 

Report of Inspector of Prisons for 1851 —- 

Report of Surgeon of Gaol - . ~ 


Forwarding Blue Book for 1851 and Report 
of the Officer administering the Government 

Appointment of incumbent to vacant wig 
at Soufriere 

Quantity in value of SUGAR dhigped from 
the Island in 1850 and 1851 - 

Report of the Lieutenant Governor - - 
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WINDWARD ISLANDS. 


GOVERNMENT OF THE LEEWARD ISLANDS. 


Place, 


ST. LUCIA—conz. 


ANTIGUA - - 


MONTSERRAT - 


Sr. RITVS- = - 


SCHEDULE. 


WEST INDIES—continued. 


Name. 


13. Lieut.-Gover- 
nor Hamilton. 


14. Governor 
Mackintosh. 
(Extract. ) 


15. Governor 
Mackintosh. 


16. Governor 
Mackintosh. 


Date, 


1852. 


April 12. 


Feb. 24. 


June 12. 


June 24. 


SUBJECT. 


Statement of the REVENUE and EXPEN- 
DITURE - 
Revenue sppcopriated to GENERAL EDU- 
CATION - 
MILITARY Establishment - - 
LEGISLATION - - - - 
PENSIONS - 
IMPROVEMENT in SANATORY CON- 
DITION of the West India snloniet - 
POPULATION - - - 
EDUCATION, satisfactory state of - 
Value of IMPORTS and EXPORTS - 
Report of Surgeon to the Forces . - 
Influence of the seasons in producing sickness 


Transmitting Blue Book for 1851 - 

Sufficiently SATISFACTORY RESULT 
of the details - 

Remarkable STATIONARY STATE ‘of the 
POPULATION as nemnpanes a ue 
Census of 1844 - 

PAROCHIAL DISPUTES the cause of a 
partial a of the Church School of 
St. John - 

ABSENCE of LANDED PROPRIETORS 
from the island - - - 


Transmitting Blue Book for 1851  - 

Remarks on Addresses forwarded by Mr. Pre 
sident Baynes - 

Report accompanying the Blue Book 

REVENUE, 1848-51 - - 

PUBLIC DEBT - 

Gradual improvement of the CUSTOMS 

Value of Imports and Exports, 1848-51 

NUMBER and TONNAGE of Vessels 

Generally improved state of the Island 

Orderly conduct and statistics of the Raynes 
tion - 

COTTON, account of eseuees and Produce 
of a Corn and Cotton Estate at Montserrat, 
showing a profit of 120 per cent. - + 

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, and DEATHS - 

EDUCATIONAL and ROCL ESAS EIOAT 
Matters - - - 

LEGISLATION - 

Address of Inhabitants to Mr. Baynes on his 
departure - - 

Address of Council, the same 

Speech of Mr. Bagues to the Council and 
Assembly - - 

Address of the Coanell 3 in reply - - 

Address of House of Assembly in reply - 


Transmitting Blue Book for 1851, and Des- 
patch of Lieut.-Governor accompanying - 

Despatch from Lieut.-Governor Hay to oe 
vernor Mackintosh - 

REDUCTION of TAXATION - 

REVENUE and EXPENDITURE, 1850-51 

Increase of both IMPORTS and EX- 
PORTS, value of, 1850-51 - - 

PUBLIC WORKS and ROADS - - 

LEGISLATION - - 

SCHOOLS, increase of attendance and re- 
spectability of conduct, but want of effici- 
ent Teachers pa and neces “efi 
Funds wanting 

State of Pepaistion as regands CRIME, 
favourable 

An unfavourable Prospect anticipated in 
consequence of a Drought - ” 
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SCHEDULE. vii 
WEST INDIES—continued. 
Place. Name. Date. SUBJECT. Page. 
1852. 
VIRGIN ISLANDS - | 17. Governor Mar. 29.| Transmitting Blue Book and Report for 1851 | 137 
Mackintosh. Expectation of increased accommodation for 
Prisoners in existing buildings - - | 137 
Present condition of the Finances renders in- 
expedient the adoption of any measures 
involving expense 137 
Loss by Robbery of the Pablic Chest under 
consideration of Assembly - - | 137 
Report accompanying the Blue Book - | 137 
No evidence of i increasing prosperity - | 137 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS in a state of decay - | 137 
LEGISLATION - - | 137 
DEFICIENCY - of CHURCHES and 
w CLERGYMEN - | 138 
SB Slight increase in number vi Children aimed: 
bs ing Schools a 138 
Re AGRICULTURE at its lowest ebb, yet in 
a advance of 1850 - 138 
a Custom House Return of COTTON EX- 
oo PORTED much less than the eenelty 
< produced 138 
5 State of Agricultaral Population - 138 
es Plan adopted by Finntate in ih al of 
4 LABOURERS 138 
23] No increase of CRIME - - - | 138 
tt (NEVIS - - | 18. Governor April 28.) Transmitting Blue Book for 1851 - 139 
3: Mackintosh. Report of President accompanying Blue Book 139 
oy REVENUE and EXPENDITURE - | 139 
° Very little attention pon to PUBLIC | 139 
= WORKS - - - | 139 
A LEGISLATION " et ESD 
s EDUCATION - - | 139 
A IMPORTS and EXPORTS, 1850, 1851 - 
eI No improvement whatever in AGRICUL- | 139 
= TURE - A : z a 
° Good character of the Pane 139 
o CLASSES - - 
Increased interest taken by Freeholders in | 139 
Public Affairs - - 
DOMINICA - - | 19. Governor Mar. 30.| Transmitting Blue Book for 1851 - - | 140 
Mackintosh. Report of Lieutenant-Governor accompany 
ing Blue Book - 140 
REVENUE a satisfactory proof of the Pros- 
perity of the Colony - - | 140 
Value of Imports and Exports 1850, 1851 - | 140 
EXPENDITURE moderate, with a reduc- 
tion anticipated - - - | 141 
LEGISLATION - ~ - | 141 
Encouraging Promise of CROPS - - | 141 
Scarcity of LABOUR ~ - - | 142 
State of CRIME, the GAOL, &. —- - | 142 
EDUCATION - - | 142 
Extent of Waste Land, and ‘undeveloped re- 
sources of the Island - - | 142 
BRITISH GUIANA ~ | 20. Governor April 21.] Forwarding Blue Book for 1851 = 143 
Barkly. Actual RECEIPT of REVENUE in 1851 
the same as in 1850, notwithstanding a 
large Reduction of Taxation = - | 143- 
EXPENDITURE - - - - | 143 
LEGISLATION - - 144 
Prospective large reduction in the Civil Esta- 
blishments - 144 
Remarks on the Comments of Messrs. Alex. 
ander and Chandler on the state of the 
Public Institutions of British Guiana - | 144 
POPULATION’ - 145 
EDUCATION—Proportion of Children at- 
tending School less than it should be - | 145 
GAOLSand PRISONS—Diminished number 
of Prisoners 146 


Rate of EXCHANGE cen State of the 
MONETARY CIRCULATION - 
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WEST INDIES—continued. 


Place. Date. SUBJECT. Page, 
1852. 
BRITISH GUIANA—coné. | 20. Governor April 21.| Institution of Imperial Wee and 
Barkly. MEASURES - 147 
IMPORTS and EXPORTS. - 147 
Suggestions for Improvements in xe method 
of making Entries - 147 
AGRICULTURE--improvement in the rata 
of Production, but less than might be 
obtained by better Cultivation - 148 
SUGAR CROP. mseaairy and va 1850 
and 1851 - 148 
IMMIGRATION of FIRST NECESSITY 
in the Colony - 148 
Effects of fluctuations in the Sugar Trade on 
three classes of Proprietors - 149 
ABSTRACT RETURNS of Ravenue and 
Expenditure - | 151 
TABLE of POPULATION - 152 
TABLES of Agriculture, Churches smi 
Chapels, Schools, Imports, Exports, and 
Tonnage Inwards and Outwards - 153 
Minute from Visitors Book of Gaol. , Georgetown 154 
Returns of IMMIGRANTS and EMI- 
GRANTS - - | 154 
Mortality amongst Immi rants - 154 
Returns of MAGISTERIAL BUSINESS - | 155 
CRIMINAL RETURNS - 156 
QUERIES proposed by the Consul of Frengh 
Guiana as to the progress of the colony 
since the era of emancipation - - | 156 
REPORT of Dr. Shier INREPLY - | 157 
AGRICULTURAL STATE of the Colony, 
and its STATISTICS 157 
Return of Exports of SUGAR, RUM, MO. 
LASSES, COFFEE, and COTTON, from 
1826 to 1851 157 
CULTIVATED ESTATES SOLD at Exe- 
cution Sale - - - | 162 
TRINIDAD - - - | 21. Lord Harris | May 18.| Forwarding Blue Book for 1851 - 163 


INCOME and EXPENDITURE— —Btendy 
advance of Income—Large Papers of 


SUGAR andCOCOA~ - - | 163 
Working of the new system of WARDS - | 163 
CENSUS—Large number of persons under 

the head “ No Employment” - - | 164 


MEDITERRANEAN AND AFRICA. 


rere OOo 


1852. 
MALTA - - - | 22. Sir W.Reid | June 26.| Forwarding Blue Book for 1851 ° - | 164 
REPORT of the Auditor General - | 164 
ESTABLISHMENTS - - | 164 
REVENUE and EXPENDITURE. - -| 165 
FINANCIAL CONDITION - - | 166 
CURRENCY SYSTEM, inefficiency of se 
late measure for the Correction of - 166 
PUBLIC WORKS Expenditure - - | 166 
IONIAN ISLANDS - 23. Sir H.G. | Aug. 3.} Transmitting Blue Book for 1851 - 167 
Ward. INCREASE of General and Municipal 
REVENUE - 167 
INCREASING DEMAND. for BRITISH 
ss oad ale and British Colonial 
Produce - - - | 168 
Observations in detail on aetldles of revenue - | 168 
Contingent EXPENDITURE of the General 
Local Government - - 169 


Observations jn detail on items of Expenditare 169 
Payment for MILITARY ESTABLISH- 


MENT - 169 
No alteration in JUDICIAL and ECCLESI- 

ASTICAL Pope ee EN TS - | 171 
EDUCATION - - 171 
Appearance of DISEASE amongst the - & 

CURRANT VINES_~ - 172 


POPULATION RETURNS in 1850, 1851 | 172 


SCHEDULE. 
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MEDITERRANEAN AND AFRICA—continued. 


rnc ee ee 


SIERRA LEONE 


GOLD COAST 


GAMBIA 


- |25, Governor Hill |( No date) 


Name. 


24. Lieut.-Goy. 


Macdonald. 


24. Governor 
Macdonnell. 


Date. 


1852. 


SUBJECT. 


June 26.| Forwarding duplicate Blue Bopk for1851_—s- 


1852. 
July 12. 


TAXES and DUTIES - 
REVENUE- Great increase of Customs 
Revenue for 1851 over previous veer - 

EXPENDITURE - 

IMPORTS— snetaca above the average 
of twelve years 

EXPORTS—Return of theprincipal Atticles 
of Export, and their value 

Correction of errors in Return of Exports for 
1850 - 

SHIPPING. Tnereuse in the nitember of 
Foreign Vessels attributed to the alteration 
in the Navigation Laws 

TRADE and COMMERCE—Probability 
of much of the Commerce of the Colony 
passing into the hands of liberated Africans 

The AGRICULTURAL RETURNS of ee 
Blue Book not to be relied on - 

LEGISLATION 

POPULATION, and its CLASSIFICA- 
TION =) yaa - 

EMIGRATION - 

EDUCATION and SCHOOLS—Defective 
system of Education pursued at the Church 
Missionary Schools - - - 

Decrease in amount of CRIME - - 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS, ROADS, &ec. - 

Backward state of Public Edifices— Great in- 
crease of Private Buildings - 

Good grounds for concluding that the Colony 
is steadily and perceptibly advancing - 


Transmitting Blue Book for 1851 - - 

POPULATION—Refusal of the Natives to 
be numbered 

AGRICULTURE— ‘tnovdnse. of a dnadeuay 
to Agricultural Pursuits—Growth of CO'T- 
TON and GRAPES - 

Effect of CLIMATE—Fever and dysentery 

EDUCATION - 

JURISDICTION—Powers ofthe Judicial hes 
sessor—The Natives, though excitable and 
quarrelsome, obedient to constituted autho- 
rity ” 

GAOL, &e. --Imperfect condition of the place 
of Confinement - 

IMPORTS and EXPO RTS - a 

REVENUE and EXPENDITURE» - - 

Report of Rev. Mr. Freeman on the Indus- 
trial Garden at Beulah, and its great im- 
portance in the civilization of the country 


Transmitting Blue Book for 1851 - 

REVENUE, IMPORTS, EXPORTS, 
and TONNAGES — COMPARATIVE 
TABLE for the last 12 years, 1848-1851 - 

PROSPEROUS CONDITION of the ceeny 

AGRICULTURE 

Generally PEACEFUL ‘TENDENCY of 
AFFAIRS 

GROUND-NUTS the STAPLE ARTICLE 
of Produce 

gE ad attempting the CULTURE of 
COTTO 

Proposal fie ESTABLISHMEN T of a 
TOWN near Cape St. Mary, to be peopled 
by LIBERATED AFRICANS. It pos- 
sesses a more salubrious climate and a 
cooler temperature than most oc in the 
West Indies - 

PROTRACTED WAR in COMBO. Ne- 
cessity for interference - A 
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x SCHEDULE. 
MEDITERRANEAN AND AFRICA—oontinued. 
Place. Name. SUBJECT. Page. 
: 1852. 

GAMBIA—cont. - -| 94, Governor | July 12. | Proposal for a MILITARY RESTION near 
: Macdonnell. CAPE ST. MARY - 206 
EXPORTS of GAMBIA - - - | 208 
Statement of Assets and Liabilities - - | 209 

Deficiency of Barrack Accommodation.— 
Estimate of expenses - - - | 209 


No Reports received from GrsRALTAR and the Care or Goop Hops. 


AUSTRALIAN COLONIES. 


VAN DIEMEN’S LAND ~- 


28, Lieut.-Gov. 
Fitzgerald. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA - 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA - | 29. Lieut.-Gov. 


Sir H. E. F. 


Young. 


27. Lieut.-Gov. 
Sir W. Denison. 


1851. 

Aug.4. | Fowarding Blue Book for 1850 - - | 209 
REVENUE—apparent Decrease - - | 210 
EXPENDITURE - - | 210 
Items of Expenditare—Deseription of in- 

tended wharves, docks, &c. - - | 210 
Roads, streets, waterworks, lighthouses - | 211 
Magazine, Convict Works, &c. - - | 213 
LEGISLATION - - - 213 
EDUCATION—Steady progressive increase 

in Number of Schools and Scholars - | 214 
IMPORTS, SHIPPING, EXPORTS - | 214 
AGRICULTURE.—Little dependence to be 

placed on the Returns—Evident sai adel 

ment in the System of Cultivation 214 
SHIPBUILDING, TRADE, COAL 

MINES, WHALE FISHERY. 25 vessels, 

registering 2,610 tons, me in the ouleny 

in 1851 - 215 
Plan and elevation of ae new Market ‘i 

Hobart Town - - - - | 213 
Plan of Hobart Town and Launceston =| 218 

1852. 

April12.| Transmitting Blue Book for 1851 - -| 215 
REVENUE - - - - | 215 
EXPENDITURE - - - - | 216 
PUBLIC WORKS - - - | 216 
ORDINANCES - - - =| 217 
PRISONS - - | 217 
Increase of POPULATION - - | 217 
Great disproportion of Sexes - - | 218 
Health of the Calbep~-tanell peagenion of 

Deaths - - | 218 
CRIME-—Slight dnscunt - - | 218 
ECCLESIASTICAL MATTERS | - - | 218 
EDUCATION and SCHOOLS - =| 218 
IMPORTS and EXPORTS~ - - - | 219 
Export of HORSES and WOOL - - | 219 
DECREASE of the WHALE FISHERY - | 219 
Increase in demand for Kangaroo Hides likely 

to cause extirpation of the animals, and 

consequent destruction of the chief parace 

of the food of the Natives - 219 
AGRICULTURE- Decrease of number of 

acres in crop . - - | 220 
SHIPPING - - - - | 220 
MANUFACTURES - 220 
MINING and MINERALS. Smelting of lead, 

Discovery of Copper and Blue and Green 

Carbonate 220 
Prosperity and contentment of all clanes, and 

consequent few in| for the Gold 

Fields - - - | 221 

1852. 

May 7. | Forwarding Blue Book for 1851 221 
POPULATION, PAUPERISM, CRIME - - | 221 
CLIMATE and DISEASES compared as 

other countries 221 
Dr. Nash’s Report excloned - - | 229 
AGRICULTURE - = + «| 22% 


SCHEDULE. xi 


AUSTRALIAN COLONIES—continued. 


SUBJECT. Page. 
1852. 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA— 29. Lieut.-Gov. | May 7.| LAND SALES and SURVEYS~ - - | 292 
cont, | «Sis BE, UB, IMMIGRATION 5 295 
Young. REVENUE and EXPENDITURE, IM. 
PORTS, EXPORTS, &c. - - | 296 
PUBLIC WORKS - - - | 296 
EDUCATION - - - - - | 296 
ABORIGINES - - - ~ | 226 
LEGISLATION - - | 228 
MONETARY EFFECT produced by isco. 
very of GOLD FIELDS - 228 
Return of number of PATIENTS treaintl i in 
ADELAIDE HOSPITAL coins x! 
and 1851 - 931 
Ditto ditto admitted and died ditto - | 232 


Description of the COUNTRY BETWEEN 
MOUNT OUDEN and LAKE TOR- 
RENS, north of Adelaide —- 234 

Effect of the discovery of the GOLD FIELDS. 
Success of remedial measures i by 


assay of bullion - 228 

ee One for SELECTION of EMI- 
GRANTS - - | 235 

1851. 

NEW ZEALAND -~ -| 30. Governor Oct. 11. ; Transmitting Blue Books for New Ulster and 
Sir G. Grey. New Munster for 1850 - - 237 

Deficiency of Returns with respect to Native 
Population, Native Produce, &e. - 238 

General INCREASE in WEALTH and 
PROSPERITY - 238 


Despatch from Lieut.-Gov. of New Ulster - | 238 


No Report received from New SourH WALEs. 


EASTERN COLONIES. 


ST. HELENA - - | 31. Governor P. . | Forwarding the Blue Book for 1851 239 
Gore Browne. .4.| APPEARANCE and EXTENT of the 
Island - 239 
AGRICULTURE at the hosed condition, 
notwithstanding the capability of sie land 239 
Amount of STOCK, &c. - - | 239 
Quality, «ee et and importation of 
food 


- | 240 
High price of Agricultural Produss - - | 240 
CLIMATE - | 240 
IRRIGATION = VEGETATION - | 240 
Number of yi and POPULATION - | 241 
Rate of WAGE - - | 241 
Low state of S DUCATION - - | 24] 
SCHOOLS - - | 241 
BENEVOLENT SOCIETIES - - | 24] 
HOSPITALS - - . - | 242 
LAW OFFICERS - - - - | 242 
Bad condition of the GAOL - - | 242 
The PORT, SHIPPING, and TRADE - | 242 
REVENUE and EXPENDITURE - | 242 
Effect of the NEW TONNAGE si ge 
Application of the proceeds 243 
Establishment for PISERATED AFRI- 
CANS” - R ee 
MAURITIUS - - | 32. Governor .| Transmitting Blue Book for 1851 —- - | 243 
Higginson. REVENUE and EXPENDITURE - | 248 


IMPORTS and EXPORTS; Great increase 
of value of the latter arising from the 
abundant sugar crop of 1851 - 243 
Slight fluctuation of British SHIPPING, iat 
large increase of foreign, both inwards and 
outwards, Effect of modification of the 
navigation laws - - - | 248 
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EASTERN COLONIES—-continued. 


Place. Name, Date. 
' 1852. 
MAURITIUS—cont. - | 82. Governor | | May 13. 
Higginson. 
1852. 
CEYLON” - - - | 33. Governor Sir | April. 
G.W. Anderson. 
1852. 
HONG KONG - - | 34. Governor Sir | Mar. 14. 


S. G. Bonham. 


SUBJECT. 


POPULATION ; apa! and ganas satis- 
factory condition 

ECCLESIASTICAL MATTERS - 

EDUCATION - 

Slight encouragement given to soleos in aharal 
districts by inhabitants or parents 

LEGISLATION. The Council animated by 
a reasonable and seugntened ee 

GRANTS of LAND 

Formation and submission “for approval of 
a CODE of RULES regulating the DIS- 
POSAL of CROWN LANDS - 

PUBLIC WORKS - 

HIGHWAYS maintained from the General 
Treasury. A proposal to levy tolls or local 
rates for the purpose not acceptable - 

GAOLS and PRISONERS. Insufficiency 
of gaol at Port Louis obviated by the erec- 
tion of district prisons 

AGRICULTURE and MANUFACTURE. 
Successful application of artificial manures 

More attention paid to the means of enhanc- 
ing the quantity and quality of SUGAR - 

Expense of IMPORTING saute komen 
from India - cy 

IMMIGRATION the cornerstone of the pro- 
sperity of the Island Marked AMEND- 
MENT in the CLASS and DESCRIP- 
TION of men imported - - - 

Superior condition of the immigrant labourers 

GENERAL REMARKS—Reasons for be- 
lieving the speedy restoration and future 
prosperity of the colony—Unwise proceed- 
ings of planters in regard to wages and 
labourers—State, composition, and conduct 
of the population—Municipal and district 
councils—-Financial position of the colony 

IMMIGRANTS —- Statement of ARRI- 
VALS and cae TON of ba ah 
ADULTS 

Immigrants ARRIVED and LEFT in 1851 

CIRCULAR to Stipendiary Magistrates - 

BIRTHS, DEATHS, se MARATSGES 
for 1851 : 


Forwardig Blue Book for 1851 - 

ABSTRACT of BEYEHUE and EXPEN- 
DITURE - 

ROADS—Great outlay on roads, bridges 
and buildings - 

Saneeens admirable working of the Ordi- 

IMPORTS and EXPORTS, 1850, 1861 - 

Export Duty on CINNAMON should be 
abolished 

EDUCATION reported favourably on by 
the School Commission 

ECCLESIASTICAL AFFAI RS not favour- 
able—A further report promised - 

HEALTH good-—except the prevalence and 
fatality of CHOLERA at Jaffna—Spread 
of VACCINATION—-Quarantine - 

General tranquillity in the colony - 

Proposed JUDICIAL IMPROVEMENTS 


Transmitting Blue Book for 1851 - 
REVENUE and EXPENDITURE 


PUBLIC WORKS - - 
LEGISLATION 

General statistics of the POPULATION 
EDUCATION - - 

TRADE - 


Considerable increase of the whaling trade 
CROWN LANDS - 


247 
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253 


255 
256 
256 
258 


258 
258 
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259 
260 


260 
260 
261 


261 
261 
261 
262 
262 
262 
262 
263 
263 


355 


SCHEDULE, xiii 


EASTERN COLONIES—continued. 


Place. Name. Date. SUBJECT. Page. 
1852. 
HONG KONG—coni. - | 34. Governor Sir | Mar. 14.| POLICE - - - - - 
S. G. Bonham General Observations - 


Bimonthly communication with England, and 
a regular Monthly communication between 
Hong Kong and Calcutta by the Peninsular 
and Oriental Steam Navigation Company - 


SURVEYOR GENERAL’S REPORT on 
Public works, &c. - 

Ditto on the state and proprees of the De- 
partment - - 

CENSUS of Hong Kong: 81st Dee, 1851 - 

ABSTRACT of Returns furnished from 
HOUSES OCCUPIED BY CHINESE - 

NUMBER, &c. of CHINESE VESSELS 
in the Harbour and Boye of Hong ong 
on Dee. 31, 1851 - 

MORTALITY among the Chinese in 1851 - 

Average NUMBER of PRISONERS in Vic- 
toria Gaol . - 

Number of DEATHS in GARRISON - 

REPORT of Superintending Committee on 
GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS - 

EXPORTS of TREASURE and IMPORTS 
of OPIUM by the Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Havigetion Camspany from 1845 to 
1851 - 

Memorandum on the JUNK TRADE of 
Hong Kong 

LIST of WHALERS- ARRIVED i in Hong 
Kong - 

NUMBER of FELONY cases - - 

RETURN of CRIMINAL cases 

CASES TRIED and ACTIONS commenced 
in the Supreme and Vice Admiralty Courts 

CAUSES under eogvintly: at att ago 
trate’s office, &c. - 

VESSELS, TONNAGE, and FLAG 


1852. anchored at Hong Kong from 1842 to 1851 
LABUAN - - - | 35. Lieut.-Gov. |April 7. | Transmitting Blue Book for 1851 - - 
Scott. REVENUE and EXPENDITURE - + 
ACTS of PIRACY on nonwern coast of 
BORNEO = _ > 
EXPORT of COALS - - - | 278 
1852. CLIMATE - - - o 279 
FALKLAND ISLANDS - 36. Governor Feb. 25. Transmitting Blue Book for 1851 - 
Rennie. Large EXTENT of LAND ENCLOSED for 


pasturage and horticulture 

INCREASE of Ton aee entered in the 
Harbour 

Damaged vessels repaired at less coat than in 
South American ports - 

Prospects of success in the FISHERIES, and 
the EXPORTATION of GUANO and 
FINE SAND - 

Reasonable price and abundance of PROVI- 

1852. SIONS--Demand for LABOUR : 


HELIGOLAND - - | 57. Lieut.-Gover-| July 20| Transmitting Blue Book for 1851, and mepore 
nor Sir J. Hind- for 1849, 1850, and 1851 - 
marsh. Little change in the interval between roports 


The BATHING SEASON has become of 
MORE IMPORTANCE than the scweihaad 
and piloting - - 

The FISHING PROSPEROUS - 

COMPLETION of PARAPET — to 
stairs 

DIFFICULTY in ‘establishing an " eficient 
POLICE - 

Measures taken to prevent the ENCROACH- 
MENT by the SEA on SANDY 
ISLAND - - 

Satisfactory state of ‘the island - - 
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xiv SCHEDULE. 
PLANS. 
BARBADOS ~ - | Sxetcu of the LigntxHovuse at Barbados. to face page 65 


Pian of Parts of the City of Hosart Town, showing the new Wharfs 
and Buildings in progress. to face page 211 
Puan of Part of the Town of Launceston, showing the contemplated 
Improvement in the Harbour. to face page 211 
Pxan and Evevation of New Market at Hosart Town. to face page 213 


VAN DIEMEN’S LAND 
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REPORTS 


EXHIBITING 


THE PAST AND PRESENT STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S 
COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 


NOVA SCOTIA. NOVA SCOTIA. 


(No. 26.) No. 1. 


Extract of a DESPATCH from Colonel Bazatcerre to the Right Hon. 
Sir Joun S. Pakineton, Bart. 


Government House, Halifax, July 5, 1852. 

Sir, (Received July 19, 1852.) 
I nave the honour to inclose copy of the Census taken under a law of YF Geum 23 Schools, 
this Province in 1851. 8. BH Dencenine- 
I have, &c. &: Tenten tad Onsnle 
The Right Hon. (Signed) JOHN BAZALGETTE, 5. Buildings, Value of 
Sir John Pakington, Bart., ‘Administrator of the Government. ick tea Heal 

&e. &c. &c. 1 Hees 9.8 - 
1 Beene Bae 


Statistics of each County of the Province of Nova Scortia, exhibiting a view 
of the Poru.ation, Pursurrs, Inpustry, and Resources of the Country, 
within each County of the Province. 


No. 1. 


CENSUS of the Province; exhibiting the aggregate NumBers, Aczs, and Sexes of each 
Description of Persons, 


No. of Persons under | No. of Persons from | No. of Persons from | No. of Persons from 

10 Years of Age. | 10 to20 Years of Age.|20 to 30 Years of Age. | 30 to 40 Years of Age. 

Counties, - Fo Sen = ett EN Ee EE Sa a SEEPS ae kitted 
Males. Females. Males. Females. Males, Females. Males. Females, 
Halifax - 5,488 6,291 4,228 4,659 2,543 3,553 2,485 2,616 
Lunenburg 2,576 2,618 1,877 1,860 1,387 1,293 885 843 
Queen’s - 1,107 1,081 975 841 555 550 378 393 


Shelburne - 1,490 1,412 1,909 1,502 714 788 496 518 


OOWAMPwrmre No.of County 


Yarmouth - 2,227 2,083 1;713 1,645 _ 917 987 652 647 
Digby - 9,099 1,912 1,468 1,454 863 941 637 635 
Annapolis - 2,214 2,133 1,733 1,653 987 1,181 751 793 
King’s - 2,245 2,122 1,720 1,679 1,082 1,086 Wht 737 
Hants - 2,345 2,261 1,719 1,629 1,044 1,168 754 728 


10 | Cumberland 2,442 2,370 1,665 1,680 1,099 1,079 888 772 
11 | Colchester - 2,520 2,412 1,912 1,866 1,116 1,142 818 838 


12 | Pictou - 4,158 4,038 3,036 3,105 1,772 2,196 1,240 1,359 
13 | Sydney” - 2,095 2,129 1,749 1,788 973 1,161 596 605 
14 | Guysboro’ - 1,817 1,737 1,405 1,374 834 873 519 496 
15 | Inverness - 2,814 2,727 2,096 2,014 1,451 1,397 820 831 


16 | Richmond - 1,750 1,650 1,197 1,275 839 872 539 521 


17 | Cape Breton} 4613 | 4,476] 9,389] 3420] 2101) 2118] 1,980] 1,883 


Total - | 44,000 | 43,452 | 33,791 | 33,444 | 20,277 | 22,885 | 14,615 | 14,665 
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2 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


NOVA SCOTIA. No. 1.—CeEnsus oF THE Province—continued. 


e | No. of Persons from | No. of Persons above ; 

8 : 40 to 50 Years of Age.| 50 Years of Age. No. of 

% Counties. ees : : 

g | Males. | ey Sos eS ar Widowers.} Widows, |Ratepayers. 
1 Halifax . 1,761 1,608 11,392 4,187 
2 | Lunenburg 718 848 4,595 2,469 
3 | Queen’s” - 275 283 2,253 1,260 
4 | Shelburne - 374 370 2,868 1,710 
5 | Yarmouth - 479 | 456 4,088 2,197 
6 | Digby - 505 4.54 3,659 1,854 
7 | Annapolis - 580 633 4,378 1,961 
8 | King’s - 527 539 4,286 2,194 
9 | Hants - 585 538 4,184 2,304 

10 | Cumberland 496 482 4,066 2,048 

11 | Colchester - 585 546 4,701 2,399 

12 | Pictou - 1,062 922 7,103 3,062 

18 | Sydney - 428 468 3,242 1,788 

14 | Guysboro’ - 351 339 3,030 1,670 

15 | Inverness - 532 507 4,295 2,298 

16| Richmond-| $87| “s7E |” 4 2,998 1,319 

17 | Cape Breton 

BP pa } 971} 907] 1,467) 1,405 | 7,568 3,668 

Total - | 10,616 | 10,271 | 14,378 | 14,223 | 78,701 38,388 

H No. of fod Blind. | Lunatics.) Idiots, | Indians. Persea Total 

% eee Paupers| | |. |_| ea. | Population. 


78|91| 783} 955 | $9,112 


1 | Halifax - 10| 6 
2 | Lunenburg 1 & | 2) 1L}.10 7 4 | 16,395 
3 | Queen’s - 8 4| 2|25|27| 107] 106) 7,256 
4 | Shelburne - a ere i Ua Wie a Se 4 5 | 16 9 209 231 | 10,622 
5 | Yarmouth - ies a i a 3 Gir 2 126 121 | 13,142 
6| Digby - S| el elilel s 11 | 74] 80} 226] 298| 19,252 
7 | Annapolis - Sha B.S | 6") 78 54] 64} 253 |} 230] 14,286 
8 | King’s - ob ed 2128 Pe.| 26 4) 2 95 90 | 14,138 
9 | Hants - bs 2 Lok} 3 18 | 31 | 33 75 95 | 14,330 
10 | Cumberland 6. -S | FS} =| =} 2 14,339 
11 | Colchester - Tle Bp Sa) SF 16 15,469 
12 | Pictou - LG eral Bree eS lod 25,593 
18 | Sydney - 10} 4] 7/ 5/4] 8 13,467 
14 | Guysboro’ - el. Sh pele ea 2 10,838 
15 | Inverness - 10; 17] 7) 4/4] 5 16,917 
16 | Richmond - | Bp ee) B22) J 10,381 
17 | Cape Breton 27,580 
18 | Victoria - 

Total - | 1,072 |182 | 98 | 74 |62 176 | 90 |176 |123 |524 |532 | 2,321 | 2,587 276,117 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 3 


No. 2.—BIRTHS, &c.—SCHOOLS AND PUPILS. 


, Births, Deaths, and Marriages. Schools and Pupils. 
S Counties. 
é No. of Births. | No. of Deaths. tcl Pad Pha 
1 | Halifax - - 1,226 420 224 115 4,497 
2) Lunenburg - - 501 158 125 61 1,620 
3 | Queen’s - - 159 78 57 37 1,069 
4 | Shelburne - 229 100 96 49 937 
5 | Yarmouth - - 346 171 82 61 1,806 
6 | Digby . - 358 127 67 57 1,323 
7 | Annapolis - - 331 111 79 66 1,839 
8 | King’s - - 488 174 126 60 1,749 
9 | Hants - - - 344 110 48 1,589 
10 | Cumberland - - 401 90 A 1,861 
11 | Colchester : - 526 127 93 2,365 
12 | Pictou -: = 781 194 102 3,525 
13 | Sydney - 3 372 109 46 1,348 
14 | Guysboro’ - - 338 131 43 1,026 
15 | Inverness - - 493 183 86s 1,857 
16 | Richmond - - 323 138 5] ee 764 
gd Raeb sate ca co \ 904 381 10 2,179 
18 | Victoria Cop meee 
Total - 8,120 2,802 1,710 1,096 31,354 
oe ee eS eS Ee ee 
No. 3.—RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS. 
: : Counties. 2 Aiagie a. Catholics. of awa a “Church ot Free Church.| Baptists. 
1 | Halifax ~ =) 4 10,245 13,317 1,868 3,539 1,397 3,525 
2 | Lunenburg - 5,128 679 39 568 2,168 2,727 
3 Queen’s - - 1,176 564 11 56 2 1,699 
4 | Shelburne - 1,529 107 568 3,461 
5 | Yarmouth - 634 2,810 19 349 4,931 
6 | Digby - - 1,972 5,259 74: 89 3,918 
7 | Annapolis - 3,000 565 52 213 7,356 
8 King’s - - 972 1,143 155 402 6,859 
9 | Hants - - 2,731 1,005 79 3,931 2,173 
10 | Cumberland - 1,349 617 624 1,379 1,661 
ll Colchester - Tit 311 700 7,908 1,811 
12 | Pictou - 1,105 2,031 9,886 7,665 197 
13 Sydney - - 372 11,260 86 949 276 
14 | Guysboro’ - 2,518 2,895 154 912 809 
15 | Inverness - 278 8,349 930 118 264 
16 | Richmond - 546 7,229 541 18 45 
A is ads, \ 2,156 | 11,493 3,452 108 531 
18 | Victoria - = - | 
Total - | 36,482 69,634 18,867 28,767 42,243 
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4 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


NOVA SCOTIA. No. 3.—ReEticious DENoMINATIONS—continued. 

ae 

a | Cc 3 Methodi hetosipiapad Universal- Lath Sandi- Other deno- 

£3 ‘ounties. et ae Winalieta. ints utherans.} wanians, | Quakers. minations, | Churches. 
1 | Halifax - QA5T 515 248 48 90 6 74 
2 | Lunenburg 1,565 20 49 | 4,011 | - - 1 19 
3 | Queen’s - 1,501 858 39 L - -|- - 94 
4 | Shelburne - 2,245 23 BPE 3 - - 10 28 
5 | Yarmouth - 686 353 2 /- -| - - 4 37 
6 | Digby 792 15 | - -|- - 3 6 35 
7 | Annapolis - 2,705 14 38 i 1 vai 46 
8 | King’s - 288 101 - - g 17 31 
9 | Hants - 125 | - -|- - 1 19 49 

10 | Cumberland 9 48 | - - 4: 42 

11 | Colchester- 19 1S | ~ 31 

12 | Pictou - 1 4 | - - 32 

18 | Sydney - = - 27 

14 | Guysboro’ - 9 

15 | Inverness - 24 

16 | Richmond - 12 

17 | Cape Breton 47 

18 | Victoria 

Total - 567 


No. 4.—TRADES AND OCCUPATIONS. 
Number of Persons engaged in Learned Professions, Commerce, Manufactures, Mechanics, 
Agriculture, Fisheries, Navigation, and Lumbering. 


No. No. 
No. of | _ Counties. No. of No. of No. of | of Merchants of Persons 
County. Clergymen. | Lawyers. | Doctors. and employed in 
Traders. Manufactures. 


1 Halifax - - 44 Wii 31 760 253 
2 Lunenburg - - 11 5 9 324 300 
3 Queen’s - - 15 4: 6 85 293 
4 Shelburne - - 13 2 5 43 105 
5 Yarmouth - - - 16 3 8 135 125 
6 Digby - - - 14 2 fe 89 134 
7 Annapolis - - 21 10 11 93 178 
8 King’s - - - 74 | vi 10 81 107 
9 Hants” - - - 17 5 6 74: 225 
10 Cumberland - - 16 ll 15 80 482 
11 Colchester - - 17 5 8 64 367 
12 Pictou - - - Q1 9 1l 159 280 
13 Sydney - - - 12 tf 2 62 73 
14 Guysboro’ - - 16 4 8 107 57 
15 Inverness - - 12 2 4 73 87 
16 Richmond - - 4 3 4 67 40 
17 Cape Breton - - 
18 Victoria - - - } 16 7 7 119 o% 
Total - - 288 143 145 2,415 3,200 
| No. of No. of No. of No. of 
No. of Counties. No. of No. of Persons registered Persons Persons 
County. | Mechanics. | Farmers. | engaged in | geamen, | employed} engaged in 
the Fisheries, at Sea. lumbering. 
1 Halifax - - 2,023 2,099 . 92 
2 Lunenburg - - 380 3,018 ! 192 
8 Queen’s - - 257 400 } 289 
4 Shelburne - - 337 317 ; 54 
5 Yarmouth - - 449 1,151 17 
6 Digby - - - 279 1,331 21 
7 Annapolis - - 476 1,993 t t 
8 King’s - - - 486 | 2,500 4 
9 Hants - - 404 1,822 10 
10 Cumberland - - 624 1,932 : 220 
11 Colchester - - 502 2,333 223 
12 Pictou - - - 1,089 3,463 d 13 
13 Sydney - - SOE 1 2311s ‘ — 


24.2 1,248 38 
373 2,118 i 
171 490 7 1 


14 Guysboro’ - 
15 Inverness - 
16 Richmond - 


‘17 Cape Breton - 
18 | Victoria = - } 502 | 3,276 66 
Total - - | 8,895 | 31,604 1,254 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 5 
No. 5.—BUILDINGS, VALUE OF PROPERTY, AND ASSESSMENTS. 
| 
2 Inhabited | No.of | Uninhabited / Houses |StresBarns,) p,ohable Value 
5 Counties, Houses. Families. Houses. building. Fain of Real Estate. 
wi 
1 | Halifax - - 6,492 7,091 316 211 5,178 £1,893,887 
2 | Lunenburg 2,761 3,016 51 73 3,439 414,830 
3 | Queen’s - 1,116 1,195 43 1,384 252,506 
4| Shelburne - 1,443 1,630 112 1,918 137,090 
5 | Yarmouth - 2,055 2,181 116 2,635 286,703 
6 | Digby - 1,882 2,016 88 2,202 281,173 
7 | Annapolis - 2,312 2,520 69 4,004 454,624 
8 | King’s - 2,263 2,387 68 3,667 618,166 
9 | Hants ~ 2,157 2,295 71 2,952 585,809 
10 | Cumberland 2,146 2,236 117 3,177 » 590,224 
11 | Colchester - 2,351 2,565 171 3,857 572,318 
12 | Pictou - 3,869 4,110 191 4,757 655,619 
13.| Sydney - 1,847 1,947 97 2,231 278,689 
14 | Guysboro’ - 1,614 1,796 107 1,426 166,361 
15 | Inverness - 2,413 2,478 248 3,337 316,787 
16 | Richmond - 1,559 1,731 172 1,860 127,096 
17 | Cape Breton 
isi Visa Cit bAwe 4,847 398 4,784 419,041 
Total - 41,455 45,541 2,028 | 2,34:7 52,758 £8,050,923 
ra 
FI Assessed oe Sum assessed | Sum assessed | Highest Rate Lowest Rate 
9 Gounden Value of Peteonal for County for Poor for Poor and for Poor and 
j Real Estate. Property. Rates. Rates. County. County, 
w 
1 | Halifax - | #1,461,195 £1,194,912 - - - - |e - =] “07.0. 4 
2 | Lunenburg - - - - £350 £377 | £8 10 0 0 > 2.0 
$ | Queen's -o)\~ * = 104,236 | 220 313; 1016 8 020 
4| Shelburne- | - - - | 93 194 | - - -|- - - 
5 | Yarmouth - 357,415 348,000 | 98 530 16 8 4 0 010 
6 | Digby - 150,667 34,713 | 118 226 | - - -|- - - 
7 | Annapolis - 313,560 56,568 181 658 3°-17' 6 I 
8 | King’s - 582,938 173,556 235 435 315 0 009 
9 | Hants -| - - 203,811 126 459 | - - -|- - - 
10 | Cumberland | 500,74 112,610 119 922 | - - -|- - - 
11 | Colchester- | - - 114,954 304 288 305 0 0 0 # 
12 | Pictou - - - 91,880 456 | - - |- - -|- - - 
13 | Sydney -| - - - - . = * “| - -|° - - 
14 | Guysboro’- | - - - - 207 372 te wt] OMe D 
15 | Inverness - 328,45 116,560 250 | - - 118 4 006 
16 | Richmond - - - - - 194 - - - - -|- - - 
17 | Cape Breton . i F: 7 x J i 
18 | Victoria - Spike : oe 7 :. 


No. 6.—_AGRICULTURE. 


Pa a a a 


2) 


Live Stock. 


8 Improved Lands. 
° 
S ounties, Acres of Average Acres of : Neat 
3 : dyked | “Vajue. jotherimp'd| Horses. | Cotte 
1 | Halifax - 540 4 | 23,396 1,762 6,456 
2| Lunenburg | - -|- - | 29,396 669 9,142 
3 | Queen’s - 45 3} 18,905 295 3,231 
4 | Shelburne - 59 6 | 16,435 311 3,295 
5 | Yarmouth - 1,720 6; 30,575 662 8,022 
6 | Digby - 8&3 4 | 17,242 496 6,063 
7 | Annapolis - 2,793 19 | 44,512 1,514 | 12,546 
8 | King’s - 6,988 17 | 66,668 9,381 | 14,176 
9 | Hants ” 5,292 22 | 60,162 2,176 | 10,232 
10 | Cumberland | 16,170 7 | 84,897 2,623 | 11,082 
11 | Colchester - 5,139 15 | 66,531 2,636 | 15,278 
12 | Pictou - 20 40 | 103,562 4,561 | 18,990 
13 | Sydney - | - -|- - | 69,370 1,628- 9,388 
14 | Guysboro’ - 111 4 | 11,409 659 | 3,211 
15 | Inverness - 1,052 9 | 81,212 2,946 | 11,297 


16 | Richmond - | - elles, 
17 | Cape Breton ‘ 
18 | Victoria - 


Total - | 40,012 | - 


-| 16,581 715 2,952 
- | 63,527 2,755 | 11,636 


- |799,310 | 28,789 | 156,857 


Mileh 
Cows. 


5,185 
38,744 
1,553 
2,936 
3,364 
2,568 
5,158 
5,216 
4,967 
5,483 
7,092 
10,030 
6,328 
2,810 
8,547 
2,450 


10,125 


86,856 | 282,180 
Sw 


Sheep, Swine. 


12,845 3,605 
11,934 2,989 

5,540 933 

9,241 1,450 
12,449 1,694 
11,709 1,222 
17,526 2,852 
19,383 4,652 
16,377 3,100 
20,677 4,342 
22,143 4,410 
29,920 8,224 
20,827 2,771 

9,495 1,638 
24,127 3,521 

8,987 873 


29,000 3,257 
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No.6 —AGricuLTuRE—continued. 


e Grain Crops. 
° 
- Counties. 
be Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels of | Bushels of 
PS of Wheat. | of Barley. | of Rye. of Oats. Buckwheat. | Indian Corn. 
1 | Halifax - 5,139 8,496 102 51,584 177 
2 | Lunenburg 4,892 50,361 8,078 12,421 403 
3 | Queen’s - 816 4,052 1,761 10,870 378 
4 | Shelburne - 4 1,401 10 2,129 230 
5 | Yarmouth - 228 2,583 2,657 6,606 169 
6 | Digby - 1,420 5,387 990 11,748 379 
7 | Annapolis - 11,081 17,048 17,035 42,955 11,779 
8 | King’s - 11,403 4,977 26,868 94,573 14,947 
9 | Hants 26,585 8,072 1,242 108,823 3,948 
10 | Cumberland 34,004 8,885 2,199 70,823 514 
11 | Colchester - 30,880 6,858 STT 166,234 1,998 
12 | Pictou - 88,186 22,103 35 263,703 413 
13 | Sydney - 34,304 9,378 25 142,949 1,737 
14 | Guysboro’ - 1,827 503 9 25,702 89 
15 | Inverness - 28,951 18,064 17 152,010 185 
16 | Richmond - 837 3,153 - - 33,119 5 
17 | Cape Breton 
13 | Vikeowin \ 16,600 24,776 33 | 188,188 124 
Total - 297,157 196,097 61,438 {1,384,437 170,301 37,475 
2 | Vanious Crops. Products of the Dairy. 
R r Bushels | Bushels Bushels 
S| tonne Tons \efPesa| of | Soahels | Bethel oe Butter. Cheese, 
re | of Hay. Bo eo Potatoes, | Turnips. ete lbs, lbs, 
1 | Halifax - 18,063| 352 53,900 | 20,404] 1,258 144,909 977 
2 | Lunenburg 17,538 | 889 72,939 | 26,947 | 2,938 96,626 1,424 
3 | Queen’s - 5,752| 682 31,496 | 4,933! 816 69,654 2,462 
4 | Shelburne - 5,496| 136 51,196 | 6,708; 929 58,827 24,640 
5 | Yarmouth - | 11,599| 357 94,717 | 36,338] 3,398} 200,869 92,530 
6 | Digby - 8,497 | 1,122 90,236 | 39,954) 1,394 78,725 3,036 
7 | Annapolis - | 23,985 | 3,833 146,899 | 73,470} 5,539 186,717 171,961 
8 | King’s - | 28,117) 1,786 574,692 | 29,694} 1,990| 232,092 93,960 
9 | Hants 26,112} 1,855 112,407 | 31,658] 4,413} 309,013 14,410 
10 | Cumberland | 25,150} 1,781 128,924 | 41,295 }|.4,014| 391,715 11,611 
11 | Colchester- | 30,430 | 2,526 182,645 | 24,052} 1,615} 317,256 11,877 
12 | Pictou - | 21,626 | 4,622 157,603 | 69,849] 1,649) 378,471 58,130 
13 | Sydney - 17,399| 763 52,958 | 11,702 194) 348,420 90,726 
14 | Guysboro’ - 8,384) 272 31,326 | 12,145 882 95,560 1,176 
15 | Inverness - 19,176} 408 69,164 | 14,928 413 317,014 55,998 
16 | Richmond - 4,262 87 21,033 1,832} 203 58,936 1,351 
17 | Cape Breton 
18 Victoria : } 16,251} 167 114,654 | 21,718] 680] 329,086 16,300 
Total - | 287,837 | 21,638] 3,686 |1,986,789)467,127 |32,325 | 3,613,890 652,069 


[Lee er Lira Ce tay cae er eee ee Se ee se | eens arenes 
S | | 
8 | No. anti No. of | No. of 
8 Counties oe . Ton- Pes ae | Fis of og e i. * a ae iad 
b nage. |of Men, of Men, an is. 0} 0} 
3 employed. ig employed, Seines, dy Salmon. | Shad. 
ta 
1 | Halifax - 96 | 2,184) 255 1,437 | 1,054 6,764 | 14,684 25 1 
2 | Lunenburg 186 | 2,478) 659 458 640 5,610 | 21,057 7 — 
3 | Queen’s” - Q7 1,178| 228 119 | “299 612 8,998 — — 
4 | Shelburne - 109 |27,229| 694 419 79 1,342 | 35,417 50 — 
5 | Yarmouth - 71 2,206| 477 49 76 396 | 20,270 — — 
6 | Digby - 34 990} 169 82 112 256 | 10,901 | - - 43 
7 | Annapolis - 6 24-7 19 62 86 197 602 | - - 20 
8 | King’s - 7 580 38 32 45 131 994 30 856 
9 | Hants -|- -|- + - 8 11 19 87 6 546 
10 | Cumberland 3 109 18 25 23 273 680 97 563 
11 | Colchester - 2 25 6 28 50 96 929 15 | 1,450 
12 | Pictou -|- 2 6 13 97 34 75 — 
18 | Sydney - 6 90 26 180 153 1,056 1,033 184 — 
14 | Guysboro’ - 71 2,350} 289 833 | 1,005 7,227 | 15,834 601 4 
15.| Inverness - 74 1,007} 284 247 379 955 | 11,901 193 — 
16 | Richmond - 99 | 2,197| 456 522 | 860 9,654 | 39,255 42 25 
5 mala b a1 463| 83 654 |1,298| 2469} 21,458 | 344 28 
Total - 812 (43,333 | 3,681 5,161 |6,713 | 30,154 | 196,434 | 1,669 | 3,536 


No. 7.—FISHERIES. 
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STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 7 
No. 7.— FIsHERIEs—continued. 
NOVA SCOTIA. 
& | passe 
EI | No. of No. of No. of | Quantity 
if z sed 
3 Counties. mia a port ae ea Value. ‘a Value. 
r=) : : Tan Oil. 
5 Mackerel Herrin Alewives. | Herrin 
NOR | : 
1 | Halifax - 29,835 5,085 182 93 | £53,573 17,895 |£1,508 
2 | Lunenburg 9,417 4,878 202 | - - 15,113 8,401 875 
3 | Queen’s” - 1,441 4,880 | - - 30 | - - 10,274 1,055 
4 | Shelburne - 4,610 6,680 61 275 22,215 40,992 3,977 
5 | Yarmouth - 1,129 1,398 611 100 15,000 7,988 851 
6 | Digby - 1,385 5,213 10 4,830 7,615 1,356 827 
7 | Annapolis - 108 529 16 7,362 1,555 752 132 
8 | King’s - 849 164 2,115 1,200 242, ae 
9 | Hants - 340 - ” 107 — = = 
10 | Cumberland 678 162 150 1,810 932 98 
11 | Colchester - 112 |- - 300 2,404 98 9 
12 | Pictou -|- - 50 12 | - -| - - 13 2 
13 | Sydney - 1,828 1,250 32 | - -| - - 2,518 252 
14 | Guysboro’ - 20,054 8,460 815 | - 98,208 21,378 1,641 
15 | Inverness - 5,401 2,287 2,172 6 18,492 17,174 1,914 
16 | Richmond - 45,373 4,398 851 - - 50,085 22,947 1,782 
in a } 9408 6,113 58 41 | -  - | 36,290 | 3,304 
Total - | 100,047 53,200 5,343 115,409 |£21'7,270 189,250 |£17,754 
No. 8—_MANUFACTURES. 
& Mills and Factories. 
§ Counties No. of | No. of Mali salle 
es. le he i le 
% es Value. Hands | Grist | Value. — ee Tan- | Value. 
is employed. | Mills, ployed. | tories. neries, 
1 | Halifax - 68 | £5,012 98 19 |£13,430 | 20 2 19 | £6,368 
2 | Lunenburg 156 8,305 942, 54s 9,735 | 45 - 10 1,072 
3 | Queen’s's - 66 16,375 256 6 1,550 4 1 6 1,863 
4 | Shelburne - 20 2,713 64 4 715 5 - 4 160 
5 | Yarmouth - 45 4,016 73 5 465 5 - 25 3,461 
6 | Digby - 95 5,046 110 7 870 6 1 15 1,010 
7 | Annapolis - 88 4,142 103 34 3,190 | 35 - 22 990 
8 | King’s - 55 2,605 44: 26 3,240 | 23 - 24 1,132 
9} Hants’ - AT 4,120 39 19 4,510 | 161 3 14 1,296 
10 | Cumberland 226 16,161 366 38 4,840 | 37 - 14 1,065 
11 | Colchester - 99 7,286 148 34 6,355 | 45 = 37 1,409 
12 | Pictou - 93 7,124 114 40 11,697 | 45 1 20 3,045 
13 | Sydney - 45 1,848 25 26 5,320 | 24 _ 10 2,015 
14 | Guysboro’ - 20 2,375 34 ll 1,720 10 - 3 300 
15 | Inverness - 14 1,126 Q7 Sl 5,115 | 40 - 6 510 
16 | Richmond - C 860 21 10 1,985 17 - 1 5 
VE gee eretn a "55| 92 | 34 | 4912] so.| @ | 7 | 4,061 
Total - | 1,153 |#89,869 | 1,786 | 398 |£72,649 | 437 10 | 237 |£26,762 
Mills and Factories—cont. 
cS 1 
g No. of Value of | 8 Quantity 
2 Counties. Hands bane Boots and | | pot of Iron Value 
“s employed nh Shoes | 4, é Value. pa smelted. | Value. of 
fi i | manu- ‘ i Castings. 
iS Thinavlen factured. factured. 5 ployed, Tons. - 
1 | Halifax - 35 |€14,736 | £4,486 | 2 | £2,000 30 £160 | £500 
2 | Lunenburg 15 3,790 | 4,491 | — — — _ — 
3 | Queen’s - 929 4,395 2,607 | — — — — aa 
4 | Shelburne - 8 121 4,661 | — = — — 24 
5 | Yarmouth - 26 2,172 BOL. | 100 | — 2-3 
6 | Digby - 15 1,410 2,499 | — a anh Loe 
7 | Annapolis - rAl 971 4,123 |} 1 1,500 - =| - - 170 
8 | King’s - 25 9,235 4,657 | — i ee os ae 
9 | Hants - 16 1,866 Payee Es a ee ee 
10 | Cumberland| 68 | 1,170:| 3,268 | — a Seog? | fa 
11 | Colchester - 41 2,590 3,452 | 3 5,000 250 3,750 113 
12 | Pictou - 35 7,630 | 11,713 1 800 120 720 | 1,503 
13 Sydney - G6 2,753 3,181 — — — —_— Latad 
14 | Guysboro’ - if 650 3,008 | — = = — — 
15 | Inverness - 10 9,040 3,723 | — — a rue 23 
16 | Richmond - 1 942 2.939) — — ss == ee 
17 | Cape Breton £ tl coe 
jas wee a } 12 | 2,854| 6978] 1] 3,500 1,200 
Total - 374 |£52,625 |£73,654 | 9 |£12,900 
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No. 8.—MANUFACTURES — continued. 


& 
8 
i] 
o ties, i No. of | No. of Yds. of Cloth] Yards 
we aia and Card™8| Value. | Hands | Hand- | Value. ee | an Aliet |: a iracent 
is ciara! employed. jooms. tured, | ™anufactured.] manufactured. 
1 | Halifax - 3 £850 11 337 |€£662 2,474: 37,597 7,264 
2 | Lunenburg 2 290 3 784 | 1,965 45 62,325 2,465 
3 | Queen’s - 1 200 Zz 201 568 | - - 20,631 194 
4 | Shelburne - | - -\- -|- -| 449} 611] - - 27,156 4,133 
5 | Yarmouth - 2 200 3 405 | 687 273 35,396 4,588 
6 | Digby - 2 350 2 489 | 695 12 26,236 7,023 
7 | Annapolis - | 4 535 9 598 | 1,349 306 59,227 18,103 
8 | King’s | 1] 1,450 12 479 | 800 37 56,517 22,909 
9 | Hants - | 8 1,425 9 414 | 1,305 | 294 71,714 14,939 
10 | Cumberland | & 900 11 774 | 2,135 2,825 66,858 24,269 
11 | Colchester - 11 1,550 92) V2) 3.018 6,031 104,661 14,242 
12 | Pictou - 13 1,955 92 | 1,132 | 2,384 27,052 59,198 32,672 
13 | Sydney - D 655 | - -| 809 | 1,615 21,703 31,661 22,546 
14 | Guysboro’ - | i 430 6 246 | ‘709 898 25,669 10,823 
15 | Inverness - 2 250 2 11,539) |: 3,477 30,664 38,601 15,828 
16 | Richmond - } 1 100 1 531 570 2,234 23,153 1,270 
17 | Cape Breton | 
18 | Victoria - | } ) 550 4 | 1,194 | 1,936 24,850 43,504 16,084 
Total - 81 11,690 | 119 {11,096 \24,486| 119,698 790,104 219,352 
& Mills and Factories—cont, 
3 Gallons | 
o Counties. Breweries No. of Gallons of | of distilled | No. of No. of 
3 and Value. |Hands em-| Malt Liquor | Liquor manu- other Fac-} Value. | Hands em- 
: Distilleries. ployed. |manufactured.)  factured. tories, ployed. 
| 
1|Haliax -| 12 |e3e612 38 | 70,000 | 10600 | 15| #2405! 35 
2 | Lunenburg | - eje oe] - -|- - | = 30 | 1 120 2 
3} Queen’s - | - -|- -j- -|- ss ss - | Q2\- - 9 
4| Shelbune-]- -|- -|- -|- -|- -; 12). 1,650 28 
5 | Yarmouth - | - -|- -|]- -|- =f - | 31 4,202 16 
6 | Digby -|- -|- o-j- -|- -i- | 5 200 | - - 
7 | Annapolis - | - =| 5 «|< -|- *\° - 4 | 1,055 10 
8 | King’s -|- e|- -]- -|- -j- - 4: 70 3 
9 | Hants -|- ee . ees -|- - | - Sales ed oom -|- - 
10 | Cumberland | - -[- -]- - -|- Cig i | -|- - 
11 | Colchester -| - oe e]e -|- -|- - 8 400 6 
12 | Pictou - 6 | 2,42 4 8,076 1,270 46 2,504 50 
13 | Sydney -| - -~|- -]- -|- -|- - 2 800 7 
14 | Guysboro’ - | - “)eh Sipe -|- -|- “fe ef-s -|- - 
15 | Inverness - | - -|- -|- |e -|- - 3 450 8 
16 | Richmond - | - -|- -]- -|- -|- -|- -|- -|- - 
17 | Cape Breton 
1s] Mitre cas OP eee ns 5 Soh papi A ee 
Total - 17 |£6,032 42 78,076 11,900 131 |£14,382 185 
z | Agricultural Implements, Carriages, &c. 
3 Counties, | heer ala Value of Chairs Value Value of 
S Implements | 20d Cabinet Ware of Carriages —_'other Wooden Ware 
s manufactured. manufactured. manufactured. manufactured. 
1| Halifax | - . »b- £100 | weese | e880 £4,351 
2 | Lunenburg - - | 494 | 336 86 346 
3 | Queen’s - - - | 12S. 6 805 210 
4 | Shelburne , ‘ 25 | 101 | 10 1,433 
5 | Yarmouth - - | oor | 718 | 1,682 1,271 
6| Digby - - - 162 | 66 14 235 311 
7 | Annapolis : a 142 363 | 597 529 
8 | King’s - - - 896 288 944: 396 
9 | Hants - - - 878 162 | 412 85 
10 | Cumberland - - 476 721 1,290 109 
11 | Colchester - - 1,516 582 910 649 
12 | Pictou - - 2546 | 949 1,062 978 
13 | Sydney - - 1,581 | 701 877 1,349 
14 | Guysboro’ - - 1,006 | $25 | 180 3,962 
15 | Inverness - - 4,175" | 9,135 : 363 1,699 
16 | Richmond - - 84 | 20 ee - - 286 
es cok Mee eat Re Re age ! 106 188 1,319 
__——_— ————- — -}_—_____ -_ —_-—. 
Total - -| €16,640 | £11,155 £9,491 £19,233 


Mills and Factories—cont. 
Yds. of fulled| 


Weaving 
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No. 8.—MANuFractTuREs—continued. 


a ee 


No. of County. 


SDONAMEONWH 


Se EEE SEs 


10 


Coal, Lime, Bricks, Gypsum, &c. 


Counties, Quantity | Casks Quantity Tons of ies 
of Coals | of Lime | Value. ue Value. Gypsum | Value. stones | Value. 
raised. burnt. Bricks made. quarried. quarried, 
Cer oe eee --——_—::. oo 
Chalds. £ & £ Tons £ 
Halifax -|- ~ | 1,391 {1,118 | 961,000 | 635 95 4 me — 
Lunenburg - | - - 822 | 394] 259,400 | 280 _ a, — —_ 
Queen’s -|- -|- -|- = 17,000 26 — —_ — —_— 
Shelburne. oo _ _ _ _ —- — — — 
Yarmouth - | - - 900 | 175} 120,000 | 150 — — aie = 
Digby -~|- -|- -|- - 75,000 72 — = — a 
Annapolis - | - -|- (-|- =] 526,000} 454 —_ _= — —_— 
King’s -|- - 50} 13] 262,000} 307 — — ek as 
Hants - -|- - 9 2|- -|- - 176,743 |10,095 | — —_ 
Cumberland 2,400 | 1,383 | 187 | 102,000} 494 73 11 | 36,712 | 5,198 
Colchester - } - - 612} 160 | 420,000} 558] 2,160 311 | No. 55 4 
Pictou - | 59,574 112,393 | 955 48,000 | 120 4 4: 363 | 547 
Sydney -|- - 220 90 36,000 90 450 11 —_ _ 
Guysboro’ - | - - 223 74 | 10,000 15 — _— ea sas 
Inverness - 18 | 6,061 599 9,000 10 | - -|- - | No. 292 69 
Richmond - | - - 118 30 | - -|- = 270 62 — _ 
Cape Breton 
Victorin.- ¢| 53,000 | 4,421 | 636 | - che aehae OPER ole aaa 3p 
Total - | 114,992 | 28,603 | 4,433 |2,845,400 | 3,211 | 79,795 10,498 | - - | 5,857 
a EE SE 
Soap and Candles. Vessels, 
Eerie of 
Counties, ple Sugar 
Value of Value of 
manufactured. No. of No, of 
= — Vessels built,| TO™E% | Boats built 


No. of County. 


OSTA Pon e 


Halifax - 
Lunenburg 
Queen’s - 
Shelburne 
Yarmouth 
Digby - 
Annapolis 
King’s - 
Hants” - 
Cumberland 
Colchester 
Pictou - 
Sydney 

Guysboro’ 
Inverness 
Richmond 
Cape Breton - 
Victoria 


—— eo, 8 ‘ ' ' ' ' ' 1 iy ' ‘ ' 1 ' ' 


Total - 


Financial Secretary’s Office, 


March 1852. 


manufactured.| manufactured. 


5 192 82 

50 2,579 743 

5 484 62 

6 119 211 

- 21 3,851 69 

: 691 27 5,484 43 

1,311 962 1,307 10 911 38 
2,057 1,789 1,314 18 3,414 13 
1,395 1,485 2,771 10 1,566 ui 
2,743 1,470 57,641 38 10,233 37 
2,206 1,802 10,977 22 3,192 16 
3,544 2,903 18,290 27 9,680 51 
1,508 875 7,095 20 845 83 
1,330 479 862 11 910 230 
1,921 650 6,043 7 377 165 
213 187 20 185 11,346 335 
1,074 512 2,132 24 2,593 469 
28,277 21,210 110,441 486 57,776 2,654 


D. M‘Cuttocn, 
Secretary to the Board 


of Statistics. 


NOVA SCOTIA, 
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10 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


NOVA SCOTIA. No. 9.—IMPORTS FOR THE YEAR 1851. : ° F 
PORT OF HALIFAX. ESTIMATED VALUE IN 
a British Colonies 
ARTICLES IMPORTED. rand United! 
ee aaa Great States of 
Description and Quantity. Se Oe cd ge | Raaentbatt America, 
Ale and Porter, 20 hhds., do. 387 oaks, 525 arts - 946 | - - 27 |} = - 38 
Arrowroot, packages 197 - cal fie - 48 200 | - - 40 
British Manufactures, packages 76,984 - - - | 370,085 - -|- el = -|- ° 
Brandy, pipes 21, his, 394, puns. 5, qr. ne 26, 
cases 23 - - - 5,142 - - 507 - - 234 
Bricks, No. 86,500 - - - -|- -|- - 123 | - - 7 
Beef, barrels 944 - - - - - -|- -|- - 542 | - - 892 
Burning Fluid, barrels 269 . : -|- - -|- -| = - 1,051 
Bacon and Hams, packages 140 - - -|- -|- - 603 | - - 215 
Bran, bushels 5,700 - - -|- -|- -|- -|- - 176 
Books and Stationery, packages 848 - - -|- -|- - 138 | - - 5,471 
Bread and Biscuit, packages 8,622 - - -|- -[° - 904 | - - 5,454 
Brooms, dozen 1,735 - - - -|- -|- -|- -|- - - 618 
Barley, bushels 12,568 - - - -|- -|- - 1,417 | - -|- - 
Butter, kegs 2,004 - - - - -|- - 2,293 | - - 219 
Bark, packages 149 - - i - == -|- -|- -|- - 217 
Coals, tons 222, chaldrons 101  - - & * 780 | - - Ses - 5 
Corks, packages 215 - - ~ -|- aos - 50 | - - 40 
Coffee, packages 1,485 - - - -|- = 631 321 | - - 1,387 
Cigars, packages 444 - - - -|- - 90 76 |- - 467 
Cloth, packages 12 - - - alae c 66 64 | - -|- - 
Corn, bushels 31,434, minots 5,135 - - -|- =[- - 2,430 | - - 2,154 
Cocoa, bags 306 - - « cf e|- - 162°} = =|» - 205 
Corn Meal, barrels 15,761 - - - -|- -|- - 594 | - - 9,494 
Candles, packages 346 - oy ee 5S - 64 | - - 256 
Cotton Manufactures, pogo 1 ‘lane - - -|- -|- - 160 | - - 15,238 
Canvas, bales 285 - -|- a | -|- - - 776 
Cordage, coils 2,004 - - 2 S -|- |e -|- -|- - 2,841 
Coal Tar, barrels 137 - - - -|- -|- - 80 |- - 29 
Clocks and Watches, packages 39 : - -|- -|- -|- -|- - 148 
Drugs and Medicines, packages 1,172 - - ~ “|e sis ct ints _ 2,995 
Eau de Cologne, cases 14 - 60 | - - 80 | - - 24 
Flour, Wheat, barrels 134,500, half barrels 138 - -|- ce - 58,339 | = = 64,613 
Flour, Rye, barrels 8,858 = - - -}- Pah -|- aie “ 5,737 
Furs, ‘packages 72 - - - -|- a i - 2,268 | - -|- - 
Fruit, dried, packages 11,937 - - -|- - 18 | - -|- ~ 1,770 
Fruit, fresh, packages 835 - - -|- - 9 2. |= - 1,416 
Fish, dry, quintals 108,888 - - Ci |i -|- i 51,494 | - sal (i . 
Fish, pickled and smoked : 
Alewives, barrels 2,386 - => - G16 t= -|- - 
Herrings, barrels 30, ss half barrels 54, hoes 
43,395 y < ca w|/' -| 14,230 == F 
Mackarel, barrels 1,130 - - -|- -|- - 1,056 | = -|- - 
Salmon, barrels 4, 491, tierces 154, a 125 -|- -|- - 8,082 | - ~|- - 
Trout, barrels 234 - - - -|- -|- - 199 - -le- - 
Green, tons 5, barrels 164 - - -|- =|- - 228 | - -|- - 
Oysters, barrels 1877, bushels 150 - | - 2 ft. - 145 - 840 
Geneva, pipes 15, hhds. 238, qr. casks 25, dentine 
331 - - - 1,681 - - 44 - 3 
Glass Manufactures, packages 368 - - -|- -|- - 46 | - - 549 
Ginger, bags 230 - - - -|- - 102 | - -|- - 215 
Hemp, tons 39, bales 64 - - 914 | - -|- -|- 503 
Hides, hhds. 35, bales 5, bundles 93, maniber 9, 069 -|- - 54 1,527 - 2,140 
Hardware, packages 3,601 - - - -|- -|- - 113 | - - 7,889 
Hats and Caps, packages 246 - - -|- -|- - 12 |- - 1,029 
Hops, bales 46 3 = Ss is malic) |. ole = 348 
Indigo, packages 24 - ~ - 704 | - -|- -|- -|- - 
India Rubber Manufactures, packages: 339 - - -|- -|- - 14 |« - 1,708 
Jewellery, packages 6 = a mt bse ale aie «|e - 898 
Lard, packages 367 - - ° - -|- -|- - 240 - - 123 
Lead, tons 105 + aes 7 Ea i Pali fhm eles a 
Leather Manufactures, packages 637 - ‘. -|- a] = -|- -|- - 1,923 
Leather, packages 1,893 -|- - |= - 48 | - - 3,806 
Molasses, puns. 1,386, tierces 1, 176, bls. 659, casks 396 - | - - 860 4 |- - 3 
Musical Instruments, "packages’ 35 - - -|- =-[- - 132 | + 367 
Nets and Lines, bales 27 - x = ay le = if 49 |. 3 3828 
Oats, bushels 87,390 - - a =if« Se (ae = 7,085 | - || = s 
Oatmeal, barrels 363, ewt. 10 - - -|- ~|- =| 265 | - - 46 
Oakum, bundles 806 - - - -|- -|- - 240 |- - 144 
Onions, barrels 1,308, bags 236 = ts ~ 64 106 | - All 
Oil, Fish, casks 497, tierces 167, hhds. ; 873, Harrets 199, 
eans 171 - - - - -|- -|- - 7,471 - - 4 
Oil, Sperm, barrels 39 - - 8) «|e -|- -|- - 122 
Olive, barrels 96, cases 49, ‘teshet 2 - - -|- -|- - 30 | - - 578 
Paint, barrels 146 - - - - -|- -|- - 96 | - . 16 
Pork, barrels 2,190 - - - ois -|- - 2,741 - - 3,239 
Potatoes, bushels 49,679 - - - -|- -|- - 2,708 | - iat |e iw 
Pease, barrels 222 = - - -|- -|- - 140 | - -|- - 
Pimento, bags 222 - - - -|- - 400 | - -|- =|- - 
Rum, puncheons 407 - - - - 47 |- - 214 |- - 1,106 
Rosin, barrels 1,080 - - - -|- - 8 | - - 368 
wd- =|. -|- -|- - 3793 


Rice, ‘casks 90, tierces 482, half tierces 61 - 
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NCVA SCOTIA. 
- - - No. 9.—IMPORTS FOR THE YEAR 1851. iene 


STERLING. SHIPS INWARDS. 


t British United Foreign 
Britain. Colonies. States. States. 


Toran. 


No. Tons, | No. | Tons. | No. | Tons, 


ee ve] 3,019 79 | 40,670 | 612 | 41,449 | 253 | 45,805 | 179 | 19,676 | 1,123 | 147,600 | 10,630 
ats 288 a 
- = | 870,035 


| | 


| 

1 | 
| | 
1 | 
| 

1 | 
| | 


27 5,910 
130 
1,434 
1,051 
818 
176 
5,609 
36 6,394 
618 
1,417 
2,512 
217 
790 
125 215 
1,650 3,989 
1,054 1,687 
130 
4,584 
367 
10,088 
320 
15,405 
776 
2,841 
109 

148 
2,995 
114 
122,952 
5,737 
2,298 
2,545 
1,447 
51,494 


om se fee Oar 
ee ae la 


~ 
or co 
uo 


REP Ea OP el Bad Pe oe et 
at Es a a Oe ee 
ATT EOD eae La BEE Eis 
DPATL UCT Dee eee Eee ia to 
Pile DEP bt LAGER E ES a is Peer 
See EO ES et eet | 
SROs See ee basis Eee 
tibet Pe Ret age) i eee ed 
LPR) aS Pes ae aa 


Pie CL op ae EP Te PE a 
i NB a ae a i eel i 


1,716 


| 
| 
| 


14,230 
1,056 
8,082 
199 
= 228 
- 985 
72 1,800 
<r s 595 
oo 317 
San we Waiy 
32 3,753 
7,502 
1,041 
348 
704 
1,722 
898 
363 
125 125 
1,923 
-| 3,854 


PETE LV ELTA Cee tory 


MPEP ee bt Pas 
hI BELPER Eel Pheer 
Te AE Ed) ae 
Pe Cee Eb Tere Pa 
CPR Pha aie 
LAL Pee it 
Pi Pd M4 eee 
Lib AT fa Be 
DP hvihdt Piet thie Pees 
Lethe Piatt eet 


42,694 | 43,561 | — — — os = = ay = = = = 
ot ee 499 | — — — = — = af fas a a = 
=e 377 | — s = oo — = = = = = ra 
= «ht 7,055) — = = — _ a _ = = 55 = 
= Tae 311| — = — - = SS = = ar x - 
eens 384 | — — — _ =e Bs = ot = ae = 
Birger 581} — = — - = i = 
f= 7,478 | = — — = = — a = mk = ie 
sey 122 | — a _ = a = = — or EZ = 
Fes we 608 | — os or 4 <a am = == —_ = = 
seen 112 | — = = = = = = ae = = i 
-  -| 5,980) — = a = =a = = = = = = 
= =| -<9708.|| — a —_ = = xa = =< = << = 
a 140 | — — = is = = we = = = = 
irene 400 | — a = ae a 2 = =~ = = = 

2,880 4,247 | — = = = aa eS a = = = = 
Se will ge 876, ors = = = = i= = a a 
- «| 1,793} — _ _ — oa = re = = ce - 
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12 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


NOVA SCOTIA. 
— No. 9.—Inrorts FoR THE YEAR 1851—continued. - - - 
PORT OF HALIFAX—continued. ESTIMATED VALUE IN 
ARTICLES IMPORTED. eae British Colonies, ra 
tial Bits. | West | Wi Pel 
Description and Quantity. shai Indies. Foe Elsewhere, | America. 


* Sugar, hhds. 9,214, casks 29, bls. 3,957, tierces 378, 
half tierces 9, boxes 415 - - 

Salt, tons 12,498, bushels 66,892, bags 450 = 
Stone Manufactures, packages 20 - - 
Seines, packages 10 - - - - 
Soap, packages 1,126 - - 
Salaratus, packages 512 - - 
Seeds, packages 106 - - - - - 
Seal skins, No. 9,049, barrels 2 - 
Starch, boxes 245 - - - - 
Stone, (lime), tons 395 - - - 
Spices, packages 102 - - - 
Tea, packages 17,295 - - bl 
Tobacco, packages 6,032 - - - 
Tallow, packages 656 - = © ™ 
Tar and pitch, barrels 3,092 - . - 
Turpentine, barrels 77 - - - - - 
Turnips, bushels 2,793 * ° - 
Vinegar, barrels 514 - - - - 
Whiskey, hhds. 14, casks 8, puns. 11, qr. casks 8 
Wine, pipes 23, hhds. 130, casks 3, qr. casks 687 
Wine, cases 430, baskets 100, kegs 289, bls. 2 - 
Wheat bushels 51,940, bags 992 - - 
Woollen manufactures, packages 94 - - 
Woodenware, packages 1,811 - - - 
Logwood, tons 127 - - - 
Lignum vite, tons 110 - = - - = 
Shingles, No. 5,072,700 - - - 
Miscellaneous articles, not amounting to 100/. each 


ToraL - - 401,022 181,549 223,835 


8,71 


hi aewe dF CONe a see Ane 


' 


esa e ia i ee SF PR SO ee Oe 
ae a 

_ 

oO 

o 


m bw 
~ © 


15 
51 


jt oR ee aes Peeps ee dn © Seay 8S a, 
oo 


1,216 


Custom House Halifax, N. S., June 1852. 


nn nee UEEEEEEEESEE 
ESTIMATED VALUE IN 


ARTICLES IMPORTED. 
British Colonies. 


From United 
Great States of 
TOTAL FROM Britain. ih ; ee Blsewhare. America. 
See Te Le ee 
Halifax - - - - - - 401,022 7,385 181,549 223,835 
Pictou = - - - - - 16,329 | - - 5,103 8,444 
Windsor - - - - : 2,217 | - - 1,609 6,292 
Parrsboro’ - - - - - - 7\|- - 1,499 1,455 
Digby - - - - -|- -|- - 7,462 4,888 
Yarmouth - cs $ & a. 4,912 2,147 3,173 21,708 
Lunenburg - - ~ - - -|- - 283 36 1,140 
Liverpool - - - - - - 198 1,108 1,470 ) 7,164 
Guysboro’ - - - - -|- -|- - 232 « 
Sydney 2 : : - = : 6,413 | - = 1,332 4,849 
Arichat - - - - “ 4,596 68 | 5,512 4,057 


435,688 10,991 208,977 283,832 


435,688 10,991 208,977 16,269 283,832 


Total Imports in 1851 


Total Imports in 1850 378,404 14,623 | 238,520 1. 42,991 | 322,515 


Custom House, Halifax, N. S., June 1852. 
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NOVA SCOTIA. 
- - - No. 9.—Imports FoR THE YEAR 1851.—continued. —— 
STERLING. SHIPS INWARDS. 
Great British United Foreign 
Foreign Britain. Colonies, States. States. Toran, 
Ch ae Nis hit 12 hans 2 a a Eg a a a 


100,922 | 108,595 
1,847 10,303 
- 557 

= 239 

- 455 

. 1,058 

- 338 

2 2,266 

- 108 

- 109 

236 
9,740 57,141 
50 24,313 

- 2,119 

2 1,060 

189 

- 129 

39 817 

op mae 559 


2,940 8,478 


- 9,673 
- 1,233 

- 1,378 

- 290 
16 237 
- 2,005 
330 2,031 


165,393 | 994,184 


i at es ee a 


a a ek ea lh a 
i Sk a se ee es 
bib Pee PEPER 
i ee Ss a 
BOPAPE LER? SS See hag 
TOC ee ie Le P| 
Cae UR eee Cee se 
MOLLE Ebb Td eit 


LS ig eee ae bi 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


9) hl 
ra it Pes 
oh a lo 
eRe i a 
oe a i a 
Cheers 
Pied ba 
LIA ea 
LITTIttl 
ea 
[de eed 


~ 
o 
_ 
no 
iw] 


45,805 19,676 | 1,123 | 147,600 | 10,630 


STERLING. SHIPS INWARDS. 
Great British United Foreign 
Foreign ran Britain. Colonies. States. States. Tora. 
States. E ————_—_——_————_ 
No. Tons. No. Tons. | No. Tons. | No. Tons. | No. | Tons. | Men. 
165,393 994,184 79 | 40,670 41,449 253 | 45,805 179 19,676 | 1,123 | 147,600 | 10,630 
281 380,157 8 10,130 273 | 32,410 12 1,291 463 | 47,330 | 2,885 
- - 10,119 2 6,961 16,327 - 245 | 23,642 | 1,260 
- - 2,961 1 2.722 8,134 - 149 11,025 605 
- - 12,351 |}- = 13,275 24,694 654 | 37,969 | 2,450 
1,306 33,327 rf 3,145 11,663 17,116 891 
130 1,589 }- = 177 1,184 1,427 lll 
766 10,857 2 4,337 2,943 9,808 504 
= - 282}. - 274 - 274 6 
358 12,954 6 18,776 5,830 28,633 | 1,620 
952 16,298 2 3,365 10,686 15,215 | 801 
169,266 | 1,125,029 107 1,447 | 104,611 | 1,581 | 159,676 28,008 340,039 | 2,116 


169,266 | 1,125,029 107 | 47,744 | 1,447 | 104,611 | 1,581 | 159,676 | 267 | 28,008 | 3,402 | 340,039 | 2,116 


59,161 | 1,056,213 139 | 65,864 | 1,963 | 136,992 | 2,896 | 281,340 | 254 | 25,509 | 5,255 | 509,705 | 34,475 


Henry Trew, 
Controller H.M. Customs. 
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14 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


NOVA SCOTIA. 
No. 10.—EXPORTS FOR THE YEAR 1851. - - - 
PORT OF HALIFAX. ESTIMATED VALUE IN 
British Colonies, 
ARTICLES EXPORTED. To United 
pte Ww North pees “4 
ce ‘ ritain, est ort! ' America. 
Description and Quantity. Todics. dhsrastea Elsewhere. 
Ale and Porter, casks, 744 - ~ - ~|- - 609 759 | » -~|-« = 
Butter, firkins, 6,158 - - - -|- - 7,800 2,278 | - - 6 
Beef and Pork, bbls, 505 - - - “|. - 244 766 12 |- - 
Beef, fresh, qrs. 232 - - - - -|- -|- - 464 | - -|- - 
Bread, bags and bbls. 286 - - - -|- -|- - 724 | - -|- - 
Cattle, live, No. 164 - - - - -|- - 984 204 | - -|- ~ 
Candles, boxes 454 - - - - -|- - 85 218 | - -|- ° 
Chocolate, boxes 851 - - - - -|- -|- - 785 | ~ -|- “ 
Confectionary, boxes 153 - - - -|- - 25 545 | = a 2 
Codfish, quintals 243,847 - . - -|«- - 67,524 890 4,386 2,638 
Mackerel, bbls. 92,484 - = - ae -| 20,719 1,882 828 56,841 
Herring, bbls. 56,281 - - - - -|- - 20,063 8,445 320 12,659 
Herring, smoked, boxes 7,046 - - - - 145 214 167 15 20 
Salmon, bbls. 5,979 - + - - ej - 2,242 - - 122 9,249 
Flour, bbls. 263 - - - - ~ |= s 50 218 | - el a 
Hides, No. 3,146 - - - - -|- -|- - 359 | + - 1,221 
Leather, sides, No. 700 - - - - “|- -|- - 448 | - ~|- a 
Meal, bbls. 255 - - - =: is miler : 216 | - RE 2 
Oil, fish, casks 5,985 = £ . Soa as 498 7,908 4,847 | « “ 1,555 
Oats, bushels 15,699 - - - - . -|- - 16 75 {[- - 530 
Potatoes, bushels 34,850 - - - - -l|- -|- -|- -|- - 348 
Paint, mineral, bbls. 163 - - - -|- -|- - 230 | - -|- 
Rum, puns. 39 - - - - -|- =|* - 585 - =|. * 
Skins and Furs, puns. 185 - - - - 11,250 | - - 34 | - - 284 
Soap, boxes 1,086 - = - -|- - 87 188 - =[- - 
Lumber, No. feet 2,037,265 - - - -|- - 1,512 270 1386 | - - 
Shingles 3,880,700 - - - -|- - 892 199 - -|- - 
Deals, pieces 320,357 - =. - - 1,067 | - ele -|- -|- - 
Shooks and Heading, No. 14,328 - - -|- -|- =|- -|- -|- - 
Staves, No. 42,286 - - - = 27 94 8 ]- -}- - 
Hoops, No.134,681  - - - - -|- - 240 3 |- cal ie 2 
Wool, bales 28 - ~ - =| -|- -|- -|- - 272 
Miscellaneous articles not exceeding £200 - - 80 505 1,792 | - - 822 
Total - -| 13,067 | 131,813 22,900 5,819 86,455 


Copy of Return made by Controller 


NN 
ESTIMATED VALUE IN 


TICLES EXPORTED. 
Sate ecaloe gs! British Colonies. 


To United 


Great States of 
TOTAL FROM Britain. West North America, 
Indies. America. Elsewhere, 
SS ee ee 

Halifax < 2 - 5 ..] 18,067 | 131,813 22,900 5,819 86,455 
bac be . x, - E F 7,787 251 7,808 | - =| 980,778 
Windsor * x = . - 1,490 | - - 41 |- - 4,530 
Parrsboro’ - - - - - 2,826 | - = 2,928 | - 3,180 
Digby . - - - - -|- ~|* - 3,851 | - - 7,275 
Yarmouth = - 4 A . 114 10,160 1,853 | = , 5,146 
Lunenburg 7 * 2 * lle ; 313 9 |- - 1,126 
Liverpool . “ = E silts - | 28,049 1,050 | - “ 877 

Guysboro’ - ” - - sai Cal “ 931 | - Salis = 
Sydney a = - te ~ 1,466 270 18,906 - - 8,805 
Arichat  - - - z 7 ei 757 2,323 2,673 2,640 2,993 
Potal  - cll. OaeaF |) 178179 62,450 8,459 | 151,159 
Total Exports in 1851 - 27,597 173,179 62,450 8,459 151,159 
Total Exports in 1850 - - 52,157 190,275 84,028 4,818 178,885 


Custom House, Halifax, June 1852. 
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= - ' No. 10.—EXPORTS FOR THE YEAR 1851. 


SHIPS OUTWARDS, 


British Foreign a 
Foreign Colonies. States. States. ‘OTAL, 


States, | Total. 


No. Tons. | No. Tons. | No. 


Tons. No. | Tons, 


112 1,480 27 | 23,413 689 | 60,571 188 | 38,834 112 | 11,046 | 1,016 | 133,864 | 10,001 


= 570 
42,350 | 117,288 
7,454 | 87,724 


PPO hit) eee 


3,648 | 40,135 | — a4 = = = nat = = = = 
95 656 | — ae = a = ai = ae re = 

334 | 11,947} — = ass = & = = ce am me 
Oe g6a) — = an = = = & at ae a 
=< ween 1560 = = — = = = ae! es r) = 
aes 448 | — a = = =| 25 oe i = — 
= aes 216| — oa as se = = = = HS ms 
474 | 15,282] —- = = i, aS = ass es za = SB 
ae 621 | =~ = = ary 2 2s =, a al a me 
are ae 348 | — — ec = ia = = — = =a = 
Sy AS 280 | — ~ —_ — = = = —_ — — — 
aes 585 | — — — _ — — — = — _ _ 
Ae eid |i DUG Yap te = 23 = ps = a, a ai ox = 
202 he |e oy oe = ae os aoe oa may = aan 
1,175 | 3,093 | — — ae = =e = et Hg oa as = 
428 | 1,519 ||) = _ z= aA ine as = 2 as oe ze 

mi owt | OST al tee a = a: = iz at ~~ = = Be 
1,930] 1,930] — a = a a a = = kis = a 
110 999 || a ve & a = a = as as ae = 
101 8441 — ne = = am = a 2s a5 aa x 
“toes q72 | — = = st = = — me ca BAG = 
BY Jel $190i ||) == = as at = = ie a i aa 2 


59,666 | 319,720 27 | 28,418 689 | 60,571 


88,834 | 112] 11,046 | 1,016 | 133,864 | 10,001 


i 
oo 
@ 


Henry Trew, 
Controller H. M. Customs. 


of Customs and Navigation Laws. 


STERLING. SHIPS OUTWARDS. 
Great British United Foreign 
Forei Britain. Colonies. States. States. Tort, 
oreign | otal 
States, S| ae aan ea Ao ae paras | hae ce [oes ae 


No. | Tons. No. Tons. | No. | Tons. | No. | Tons. | No.’| Tons, Men. 


59,666 | 319,720 27 | 23,413 689 | 60,571 188 | 38,834 112 | 11,046 | 1,016 | 133,864 | 10,001 


- -| 46208| 14] 7,266] 166| 10,579] 415| 44,206/- -|- -| 595] 69,051] 4,003 
-  -{ 6o6c2} 7] 1,128) 58] 5,085] 221| 21023]- -]|- -| 286] 27,886] 1,429 
- -| 8935] 10] 2156] 42] 2041] 82] 5,7802/- -|~- -] 184] 9,979] 626 
- «| uj6]- =|- -| 200] 14130] s43| 24990|- -|- -| 548] 39,120] 9,599 

106 | 17,880| 10| 2465] 98| 8159] 57] 4,851 1 105 | 166] 15,580]  7a9 
wo ie eee os 3 1981) WS TET - 1s |S Che he tees 106 

415 | 30,392/- -|- -| 83] 10847| 17| 1900] 4| 597] 104] 19,640] 634 
es eee Sey Pee ae a eae ee ee On gee 4 Grae Nee 36 

785 | 30,234| 5| 1,764] 192] 18161] 85| 9,274! 18| 928] 300| soi27| 1,721 
10,464 | 21,850 1 536| 57] 3,935| 12| 847| 7| 925] 77] 5,443] 357 


71,436 | 494,287 74 | 38,728 | 1,595 | 133,607 | 1,436 | 152,202 142 | 18,501 | 3,247 | 338,038 | 22,201 


71,436 | 494,287 74 | 38,728 | 1,595 | 133,607 | 1,436 | 152,202 142 | 13,501 | 3,247 | 338,038 | 22,201 
50,784 | 560,947 183 | 77,174 | 1,930 | 148,777 | 2,606 | 247,154 102 9,749 | 4,821 | 482,854 | 32,575 


Henry Trew, 
Controller H. M. Customs. 


NOVA SCOTIA. 
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NOVA SCOTIA. QUINQUENNIAL AVERAGE.—NOVA SCOTIA. 1851. 

1847. 1848. | 1849. 1850. 1851.. | Quinquennial 

Average. 

£ £ £ £ £ £ 

Value of Imports - - | 1,031,955 | 838,413 | 984,838 | 1,056,213 | 1,125,029 | 1,007,290 
» Exports - - 831,071 | 523,771 | 560,947 671,286 : 494,287 616,272 

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Shipping, Inwards  - - 490,910 | 461,837 | 485,586 509,705 340,039 457,615 
Outwards - - 416,463 | 473,990 | 482,854 501,237 338,038 442,516 


» 
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NEWFOUNDLAND. 


(No. 18.) No. 2. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir J. Gasparp Lr Marcuanrt to the 
Right Hon. Sir Jonn S. Paxineton Bart. 


Government House, St. John’s, Newfoundland, 
April 12, 1852. 
Sir, (Received May 10, 1852.) 


I wave the honour to forward herewith the Blue Book of the colony 
for the year 1851, together with the accompanying report. 


Section 1.—Revenue and Expenditure. 


It is gratifying to me to be able to report a further improvement in the 
financial condition of the colony, and that the revenue raised has been more 
than sufficient to meet the current expenses of the year. 


The amount of customs duties raised in the year 1851 is 74,2051. 4s. 1d., 
showing an increase of 9,680/. 17s. 1d. when compared with the duties raised 
in the preceding year (64,524. '7s.); this increase has been occasioned by a 
considerable improvement in the import trade of the colony in the past year. 


The total revenue of the colony in the year 1851 amounted to 80,3951. 14s. 2d., 
a decrease apparently of 2,256/. 6s. 6d. when compared with the amount of 
the year preceding (82,6527. Os. 8d.); but I must observe that in 1850 
7,008/. 14s. 8d., raised by loan under a colonial Act, and 5,200/. Treasury 
notes, formed part of the estimated revenue of that year; deducting, therefore, 
these two items, the actual increase of the revenue of the colony in 1851 over 
that of the year 1850 is 9,952/. 8s. 2d. 


The expenditure in the year 1851 amounted to 75,770/. 15s. 1d., showing an 
excess of revenue over expenditure amounting to 4,624/. 19s. 1d.; and loans 
have been paid off in the past year amounting to 6,730/. 


Section 2.—Imports and Exports. 


The returns furnished exhibit a further improvement in our import trade, the 
increase in our import trade being 75,875/. over the estimated value of that 
in the year 1850; and in that year there was a very considerable improvement 
over the trade of the year preceding, the increase of our imports in 1850 
showing an excess of 97,126/. over that of the year 1849. 


On the other hand, the export trade has declined in the past year, when 
compared with the estimated value of the year preceding, the decrease on the 
year being 16,019/. The exports, however, in the year 1850 showed an 
increase of 99,203/. over the estimated value of that of the year 1849. 


= 
The estimated amount of imports in 1850 - - 867,316 
” » ” 1851 - - - 943,191 
That of exports in 1850 - - - - 975,779 


> ” 1851 = - = ie 959,751 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 
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NEWFOUNDLAND. The following tables will exhibit the total estimated value in pounds sterling 
ats of our import and export trade in the year 1851. 


ArticLtes Imporrep. 


British Colonies. 


From 


ee a | United States of Forei; 
Great Britain. | ; en Total. 
West Indies. Pia Elsewhere. | America, States. 
\ 
£ £ £ £ | £ £ £ 
374,571 13,344 180,259 8,583 201,075 165,359 943,191 
| 
Artictes Exportep. 
British Colonies. 
To ee ‘ 
yee United States of Foreign 
Great Britain. fF Total. 
West Indies. eos nel Elsewhere. America. States, 
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
409,394 66,192 79,773 24,335 20,012 360,045 959,751 


Section 3.—Fisheries. 


The total estimated value of the exports of our fisheries in the year 1851 
amounted to 920,147/., a decrease of 8,280/. when compared with the amount 
exported in 1850, 928,4:271. 

The following tables will exhibit the result of both fisheries in the past year. 


Oris Exportep. 


Estimated Value in Pounds Sterling. 


British Colonies. 
Description and Quantity. To a ae United Forei 
Great a ae States of Bee Total. 
Britain. est ort America. fc 
Indies. America, Elsewhere, 


Cod, unrefined— : 
Tuns. Galls. £ £ £ £ 
3,250 203 


° 
oO 
os 
© 
Se ee a 
ie | 
| a 
oe 
a 
' 
& 
1 
1% 
= 
=| 
= 
1D 
Sill la 


co 


LiFitte 
LTT LIL &® 


iocabs Sas Mei ks! edema Coe ah face oe ee eet. oo | OR SR 


Cod, refined— 
Tuns. Galls. 
65 76 - 4,265 — 

F336.) ills - 


' 
i 
| 
=I 
i) 
| | 
1 | 


Toad FF ee fe eeu) Dao See Se SR ole at eles 5,056 


Seal— 
Tuns. Galls. 
194,'797 


111 
| 


2) 
to 
oe 
e aie 8 
1 
1 
& | 
fer) 
Ppa 


= 30 — 


— ¢ 
= 
' 
1 
' ' ' ' 


Total 6,008 Bice fe. MS bs ee. elle, | ile me ee a) 
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Oris Exportep—continued. NEWFOUNDLAND. 


Estimated Value in Pounds Sterling. 


British Colonies. 
Description and Quantity. To Me ee ee a “ited 


Foreign 
Great States of | States. Total. 
peta. | Wet | ont. |peyere| Am 
Blubber, Dregs, and 
Pitchings— 
Tuns. Galls. 
414 163 - 3,009 — — _ — 
5 235 -|- -|- - 48 — a ae 
10, 206 Sie Wo ile — Hal, = Th) = on 
Total - 431 190 -|- -|- -|- =“) - =} =[- - 3,133 
Seals Skins— 
Number. 
498,945 - | '74,843 — _ — — _— _— 
215 -|- -|- ~ 32 — — — = 
11,717 -|- -|- - = 1,608 -— — — 
eS Pek erm Ps ae ad ae = Ban 
Total - 511,630 - | - -|- -|- -|- -|- -|- - 76,596 


The total value of our export trade in oils and skins amounted in 1851 to 
$96,573/., and an increase of 20,286/., when compared with the export of these 
articles estimated in the year preceding at 376,287/. 


Fis Exportep. 


Estimated Value in Pounds Sterling. 


British Colonies. | 
Description and Quantity. Do gt a Ne ited F 
Great _ ar States of oe 
Britain. est 0 America. ‘ 
Indies. | America. eats 


Dry Cod— 


35,326 
134,979 
82,964 
29,249 
15,431 
719,303 


Quintals. z£ £ £ £ £ £ 


- 37,709 


-|- <-]+ «| 7140) — 
7 eee ee es 5) 


Total - 1,017,252 - 


- 492,882 


Core— 
Quintals. 
40 - 16 — — 
40 -|- - 16 — 
402 -|- -|- - 160 


Total - -482 - ce Cee Ae ee 192 


Caplin— Packages. 
4675 
5s. —- 


& 
11 | 
EEA 
Pt 


Total - 54 


cf 
1 

1 

1 

1 

' 

1 

1 

1 
1 
' 

’ 
‘ 
—_ 
co 
iS) 
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NEWFOUNDLAND. Fish Exrorrep—continued. 


Estimated Value in Pounds Sterling. 


British Colonies, 


Description and Quantity. To United oe 
Great States of | ~CPee™ Total 
Britain. West North “ States. . 
" Indies. Pe otal Elsewhere, America. 
Salmon— 
Tierces. Barls. Cases. 
118 61 13 528 _— — — i es = 
83 105 5 ” 326 ies ma ae oe res 
33 ~=s- 581 - -|- - 1,261 —_ = as a 
2,331 346 - =|- -|- -|- - 7,684: oe ae 
391 520 - -|- -|- -|- -|- - 2,225 —_ 
QG56 3619 IS |= -]-  =fe ate wl- le +] 19086 
Herrings— 
Tierces. Barls. 
312 - 156 —_ — — oo lt ot 
4,8391 - | - - 2,430 a —s pa nm came 
12 28,0165 - | - -|- -| 14,024 —_ — — _ 
8 2,316 -|- -|- -|- -|[- - 1,278 —_ _ 
745 -|- «| - -|- -|- -|- - 373 = 
Total 20 36,229 -| - -|- -|- -|- -|- = |= = 18,261 
Sounds— 
Kegs. 
1224 - 20 — —_— — — aa me 
128 -|- -|- - 22 — — =, or 
48 -|- -|- =|. -|- - 8 — _ 
16 -|- -|- -|- -|- -|- - 3 — 
Total - - 3144 - «l= elie al (a ors ites a s 53 
Trout— 
Tierces. Barls. £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
12 -/- -|- - 16 -- —- -- — 
10 -|- -~|- -|- -|- - 15 — + 
T «j- -|- -|- -|- -|- - 9 _ 
Total - 10 19 «| 2 ~|- -~[- eulll -|~ Cio = 40 


From the above returns, the value of the fish exported in the past year 
amounted to 523,574/., and when compared with the export of the preceding 
year, 552,140/., there appears a decrease on the year of 28,5661. 

It must, however, be observed that the value of our fish and oil exports can 
never be estimated so as to exhibit the actual prices realized by the trade; the 
above returns are framed from an estimate of the shipments made at the Custom 
House at the time the vessels are cleared, and cannot be taken at all as the 
average of the sums obtained for the cargoes either in the home or foreign 
markets ; and from evidence taken before a committee of the House of Assembly 
in the spring of this year, it appeared to be the unanimous opinion of all the 
trade, who were examined, that the competition of foreigners, supported by 
large bounties, in our fish markets, has been increasing considerably for the last 
few years, and that, together with the encroachments of the French fishermen 
on our waters, and the heavy duties imposed by the Governments of Spain, 
Portugal, Italy, and Brazil on our fish imported into those countries, has had a 
most disastrous and injurious effect on the mercantile interests of Newfoundland, 
as well as on the general prosperity of the island, and in the last year the general 
trade has been most unremunerative, the less on the fish shipments in 1851 
being estimated at not less than 150,000/. 
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Section 4.—Shipping. 
The following return shows the amount of tonnage employed in the import 
and export trade of the island. 
The number of ships that entered inwards in the past year was from 


Great Britain - 202 Ships. 29,968 Tonnage. 
British Colonies - 571 ,, 52,819 ‘ 
United States - 131 ,, 16,479 * 
Foreign States - 326 ,, 40,234 3 


Making in all 1,230 ships containing 139,500 tons, and navigated by 8,257 
seamen. 


The number that cleared outwards was 


To Great Britain - 121 Ships. 16,026 Tonnage. 
British Colonies - 629 ,, 67,729 
United States - 28 ,, 2,742 - 
Foreign States - 302 ,, 40,950 - 


Making in all 1,080 ships containing 127,447 tons, and navigated by 7,534 
seamen. 


Section 5.—Agriculture. 


It is satisfactory for me to be able to report that the efforts that have been made 
to promote the cause of agriculture by the importation of an improved breed of 
cattle and of good seed, are being appreciated by those on whose behalf they 
have been made, and that the beneficial effects are already visible in the increased 
comfort of our agricultural population. 


‘The Newfoundland Agricultural Society, in submitting a review of their 
transactions for the past year, observed that they are able to report a steady 
advancement in the agriculture of the colony, not only as regards improved 
crops, a better system of tillage, and a more careful management of manures, 
but also with regard to the number and quality of the live stock on the various 
farms, to rear which a greater desire is now manifesting itself than heretofore. 


This society has ever received my patronage and active support ; and in the 
‘ast year I induced the Legislature, in addition to their usual legislative grant, 
o place a loan at the disposal of the society to enable it to extend its operations. 
in importing cattle of pure breed for the benefit of the colony at large; and 
the cattle ordered by the society in accordance with those views are expected to 
arrive early in the spring of this year. 


The formation of new roads and the improvement of those already made have 
added very much to the development of the agricultural resources of the 
colony, and they have afforded increased facilities to our labouring population to 
earn a comfortable maintenance. 


With regard to the crops of the last season, an abundant harvest of hay, 
oaten fodder, and turnips was housed by the farmer, but owing in a great 
measure to a wet season there was a considerable falling off in grain crops; and I 
regret to say that very little, if any, improvement has yet taken place in that most 
essential one to our agriculturists, the potatoe crop, which was far from being 
either a productive or healthy crop. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. GASPARD LE MARCHANT. 


The Right Hon. Sir J. 8. Pakington, Bart. 
&e. &e. &e. 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 
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PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND. 


No. 3. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Arex. BANNERMAN 
to the Right Hon. Sir Joun S. Paxtneton Bart. 


Government House, Prince Edward Island, 
July, 1852. 
Sir, (Received 19th July, 1852.) 
I nave the honour to transmit the Blue Book for the year 1851, togethet 
with an explanatory statement, as required by instruction. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. BANNERMAN 
The Right Hon. Sir John S. Pakington, 
&e. &e. &c 


ExpLanatory STATEMENT to accompany the Blue Book for Prince Edward 
Island for the Year ending January 31, 1852. 


The civil establishment consists of the Lieutenant-Governor, whose salary, 
1,500/., is voted by the Imperial Parliament, and the following, paid by the 


Colonial Government : Eger 
Chief Justice . - - - » «= 46613 4 
Assistant Judge and Master of the Rolls - - 833 6 8 
Attorney General (exclusive of fees) + - - 100 0 0 
Secretary = - - - » - - 26613 4 
Treasurer - - - - - - 26613 4 
Clerk to Executive and Legislative Councils “ - 80 0 0 
Collector of Impost - - - - - 183 6 8 
Registrar and Keeper of Plans . - - - 1383 6 8 
Clerk of the Crown, for travelling expenses - - 2613 4 


Sixteen Comptrollers of Navigation Laws, who are also 
Collectors of Impost for the out-ports, and receive a | 
per-centage on the amount of duty collected = - - 160 0 0 
Besides these there are the Solicitor General, and a Registrar in Chancery; 
also a Surveyor General, who receives no fixed salary, but paid for his services 
when required. 

There is a Sub-Inspector and Adjutant General of Militia, who receives a 
salary from the colony of 16/. 13s. 4d. sterling. There are various other offices 
of minor importance, the holders of which are paid out of the resources of the 
colony. 

thee are also a Comptroller of Navigation Laws, and Searcher and Clerk of 
the port of Charlotte ‘Town, whose salaries are paid by the Imperial Government, 
and are officers appointed by and under the control of Her Majesty’s Commis- 
missioners of Customs, __ 

The revenue is derived principally from a duty of 2s. 4d. the gallon on spirits, 
Qs, 2d. on wines, and 1s. 8d. the gallon on rum; 2d. per gallon on beer; 5s. 2d. 
per gallon on all spirits distilled in this island; 2d. the Ib. on all manufactured 
tobacco, and 1d. on unmanufactured tobacco; and an ad valorem duty, varying 
from 2 to 20 per cent., on all goods, wares, and merchandise, excepting cigars, 
which pay 30 per cent., and wheels and materials for manufactories, which pay 
a duty of 25 per cent., under an annual colonial legislative enactment. 

An assessment of 1s. 8d. the 100 acres on all improved, 3s, 4d. the 100 acres 
on all unimproved lands; 2s. 8d. on each unimproved town pasture, common, 
or water lot, and 1s. 4d. on every improved lot, in the town and royalty of 
Charlotte Town ; 103d. on each improved, and 1s. 94d. on each unimproved town 
pasture and water lot in the towns and royalties. of George Town and Prince 
Town, by a colonial enactment of 11 Vict. cap. 7. passed for 15 years. 

The foregoing are the principal sources of revenue ; besides which there is a 
duty payable upon licences to retail spirituous liquors; marriage and pedlar 
licences; a tonnage duty on vessels, for the support of lighthouses and mainte- 
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nance of buoys and beacons ; the receipts of the post office* ; and interest payable 
on bonded duties after they become due. 

The revenue to the 31st January 1851 amounted to 15,192/. 12s. 23d. That 
for the year ending 31st January 1852 amounted to 15,264/. 6s. 74d. ; exceeding 
the former amount by 72/. 14s. 5}d. The amount would have been much 
greater, but several vessels loaded with goods were detained by the severity 
of the weather in the Gut of Canso, and only reached the island within the last 
few days. 

The expenditure to the 31st January 1851 was - - £7,240 15 10 
Ditto to the 31st January 1852 - - - 16,115 18 8} 
It will be seen that the expenditure for the year ending 31st January 1852 
exceeded that of 1851 by 8,875/. 2s. 44d. The Assembly having refused to 
grant the usual supplies for 1851, it was necessary the year following to grant a 
larger sum for roads, bridges, and wharves, and for other services which were 

not provided for. 
£ Bs. sds 
The principal items of expenditure are the civil esta- 
blishment, all for the year ending 31st January 1851 2,140 4 4 


Roads, bridges, and wharves - - - Nil. 
Expense of the Legislature . - - 1,001 12 13 
District schools, including Central Academy - 1,216 9 9% 
Mails, postage, &c.  - - - - - 256 14 5 
Crown prosecutions : - - - - 91 15-2 
Expensé of gaols, &c. - . - one 223, 18.. 9 
Public printing - - - - - 107. 2 10 
Grants to indigent persons - - - - Nil. 
Interest on outstanding Treasury warrants = - = 7 2 21 Ot 
Boards of Health - - - - = To ol7 Ad 
Lunatic Asylum and House of Industry - - 233 6 8 
Royal Agricultural Society - - - - 313 6 8 
Lighthouses - - . - - 83 4 8} 
Sundries = - - - - a 879 19 94 


£7,240 15 11 
The whole of the expenditure and revenue is calculated in British sterling, which 
bears a premium of 50 per cent. over island currency, 100/. British sterling 
being equal to 150/. currency. 


Judicial Establishment. 


The judicial establishment consists of a Chief Justice and three Assistant 
Judges, one of whom is professionally educated, and acts as Master of the Rolls. 
The Supreme Court sits four times a year in Charlotte Town, and twice a year 
at St. Eleanor’s in Prince County, and twice a year at George Town in King’s 
County. 

The Chief Justice also presides in the Instance Court of Vice Admiralty. 

The Lieutenant-Governor presides in the Court of Chancery, in which he is 
assisted by the Master of the Rolls, who is also an Assistant Judge of the 
Supreme Court; the Lieutenant-Governor also presides in the Criminal Court 
of Vice-Admiralty, and in the Court of Marriage and Divorce. 


Ecclesiastical Establishment. 


This establishment consists of seven clergymen, stationed respectively at 
Charlotte Town, George Town, Saint Eleanor, Port Hill, Crapaud, Cherry 
Valley, and Melton. The rector of Charlotte Town, who is also ecclesiastical 
commissary, receives 100/. a year from the Imperial Government, 100/. a year 
from the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, and 36/. a year as officiating 
chaplain to the garrison, beside surplice fees. He has no parsonage house, and 
is assisted in his duties by a curate, whose services are paid for by the 
parishioners. 

‘The other six clergymen are in a great measure supported by the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel, which has also liberally contributed to the erec- 
tion of all churches in the island. Nearly one half the population consists of 
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a ARD Roman Catholics. The different religious persuasions, according to the census 


taken in 1847, were as follow:—Roman Catholics, 27,147; members of the 
Church of England, 6,530; members of the Church of Scotland, 9,895 ; 
dissenters from ditto, 10,507; Wesleyan Methodists, 3,659; Baptist, 2,900; 
other denominations, 1,710: total population, 62,348. 


Education. 


There is an academy in Charlotte ‘Town, established under an Act of the 
Colonial Legislature of 10th Geo. 4. cap. 9., and endowed with 200/. a-year. 
The masters are appointed by certain trustees, and were increased from two to 
three by the Act of 6 Victoria, cap. 21., the head master being therein 
assigned 100/. a-year, the second master 66/. 13s. 4d., and the third master 
83/. 6s. 8d. a-year, in addition to the tuition money paid by the students, which 
is divided as follows: one half to the head master, one third to the second 
master, and one sixth to the third master. ‘There are also apartments in the 
academy for the two senior masters. 

There is also a national school in Charlotte Town, the master of which 
resides in the building, and receives 26/. 13s, 4d._ from the Colonial Govern- 
ment. Besides the before-named establishments, there are 124 district schools 
in different parts of the island, the masters and mistresses of which, having 
previously undergone an examination by a Board of Education established for 
that purpose, receive an annual allowance from the Government, varying from 
61. 13s. 4d. to 23]. 6s. Sd., according to their respective qualifications and the 
locality of the schools. The sums thus expended for 1851 up to 31st January 
was already stated to have been 1,216/. 9s. 94d. sterling. A visitor of schools 
is appointed for each county, whose duty it is to inspect the district schools 
established therein half yearly, and report their efficiency after each inspec- 
tion to the Board of Education, for which he receives an annual salary of 
221, 4s. 6d. 


Commerce. 


The commerce of the island consists in the exchange of its agricultural 
produce, ships built in the island, and a small quantity of fish for British and 
American manufactures, and other articles of necessary consumption. It is to 
be hoped that the establishment of fisheries in a colony so well adapted for their 
being successfully carried on as Prince Edward Island is will be the means of 
increasing that branch of trade to an indefinite extent, particularly as the 
building of large ships has become a ruinous trade in the colony. ‘The number 
of vessels built in the island for the year 1850 up to 3lst December was 
eighty-six. 

The mercantile intercourse is chiefly carried on with Great Britain, the 
neighbouring colonies, and the United States. 

On my assumption of the government in the spring of 1851, in accordance 
with instructions from the Colonial Minister, responsible government (for some 
years before eagerly sought for by the colonists) was conceded to Prince 
Edward Island, and Her Majesty’s hereditary revenues surrendered to the 
colony. As was naturally to be expected, much party spirit existed before 
the concession was made, and it will continue to exist in a greater or less 
degree until the change of system has had a longer trial, and its opponents get 
more reconciled to the deprivation of that power and ascendancy in the island to 
which many years’ possession appeared to give them an inherent right, but which 
they can now only regain by obtaining the confidence of their fellow colonists in 
the usual constitutional way, and, from my short experience in the island, and 
from all I have seen, Iam of opinion the change was not only necessary, but 
will prove beneficial to the colony, and that I shall next year have to givea 
more favourable account of its progressive improvement. 

A. BANNERMAN, 
(Signed) Lieutenant-Governor. 
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BERMUDA. 


No. 4. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Extior to the Right Hon. 
Sir Joun S. Paxineton Bart. : 
Bermuda, June 31, 1852. 
Sir, (Received August 2, 1852.) 
I nave the honour to forward the duplicate Blue Book for the year 1851. 

2. There has been no change in the legislation, taxes, income, expenditure, 
or general circumstances of this colony during the past year; and I need oniy 
add upon this occasion, that its progress continues to be satisfactory, particularly 
in the rural industry of the people. 

3. I have in another place submitted to Her Majesty’s Government the 
advantage which would follow from relieving the fresh-beef contractor from the 
necessity of maintaining reserves of live cattle in his own stalls, merely binding 
him to supply per week, if required, not less than a certain quantity of ox meat, 
stall-fed, of approved quality. ‘There can be no doubt that the acreage of the 
colony is equal to the maintenance of the 1,300 or 1,400 head of oxen annually 
imported for the public establishments; and if the contractor were relieved of 
the stipulation to maintain reserves, very difficult of fulfilment, owing to acci- 
dents at sea in the boisterous season, it seems probable that a general trade in 
live oxen would spring up in the fine-weather months, to the great improvement 
of the colony as a military post, and with much benefit to the people. 

4. The lands are still for the most part lying waste or perishing under the 
exhausting effects of overcrowded plantations of stunted juniper growth of small 
and declining value; and I am disposed to believe that there can be no more 
hopeful mode of encouraging the clearance and hire of land on liberal terms, 
with much profit to the proprietors as well as relief to the people, than by the 
modification in the contract which I have here and elsewhere suggested. If the 
cattle were sold for no more than their cost, the manure during the period that 
they were stalled would of itself’ be amply remunerative, for the cultivation of 
this colony cannot be maintained without that assistance, and is profitable with 
it. An acre of land in Bermuda capable of producing arrowroot may safely be 
estimated to give an annual net return of 35/., a crop of Irish potatoes or. other 
esculent being generally taken off in the year from the same land, when suffi- 
ciently manured. 

5. The situation of the colony as regards the means of maintaining the force 
and other public establishments in sufficient fresh beef supplies is unsatisfactory, 
and it is much to be wished that every judicious effort in that sense should have 
the support of Her Majesty’s Government. 

I have, &c. 
Right Hon. Sir John S. Pakington, (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 
&c &c &c. 


JAMAICA. 


(No. 115.) No. 5. 


Cory ofa DESPATCH from Governor the Right Hon. Sir C. E. Grey to 
Earl Grey. 


King’s House, Jamaica, December 31, 1851. 
My Lorp, (Received February 9, 1852.) 

1. Tue readiest and perhaps most useful form in which I can prepare the 
general report that ought to have accompanied the Blue Book of Jamaica for 
the year 1850 will be to give a summary statement of what has taken place 
in each of the more important departments of public affairs since the date 
of my despatch No. 32, March 10, 1849,* and to add to that statement such 
observations as in the course of it may occur to me. 

2. The struggle of the representatives of the planting interest in the local 
Legislature to enforce, by the stoppage of the supplies, a large and immediate 
retrenchment of the salaries of the public, and especially of the judicial officers 


BERMUDA. 
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of the colony, without compensation, has subsided, and the more moderate 
measure of a prospective reduction, which is to take place as vacancies of offices 
occur, has been substituted by the Island Act of the 14 Vict. c. 43. It was 
right that the Council should resist steadily the attempts made in 1847, 
1848, and 1849, because the proposed reductions, though large as they affected 
individuals, were insignificant as measures of general relief; because they 
involved breaches of public faith and of legislative stipulations; because they 
were urged in disregard of the rights and duties of two out of the three 
branches of the local Legislature; and because the success of them would 
have shattered the frame of government and the administration of law, and left 
all things so much at the mercy of a. party, half maddened ‘by the losses they 
were sustaining, and by the apprehension of ruin, that new plans for the coercion 
of labour in one form or another would have been continually attempted here, 
and pressed upon the Home Government, and would have been opposed and 
vehemently condemned in England by those who made the abolition of: the 
apprenticeship unavoidable, in 1837 and 1838; so that the result would have 
been only increased confusion and distress. Even as it was, the struggles in the 
local Legislature produced much mischief. They absorbed the attention of all 
engaged in them, to the exclusion of more useful: legislation. The suspension 
of the annual duties on rum in 1849 gave a shock to one of the principal 
sources of the island revenue, by which a specific loss of at least 50,000/. has 
been incurred, and the duties have never since attained their former amount ; 
and this, together with the general evils of discord and distraction in the 
Legislature, have greatly augmented the disorder of the finances. The dissolu- 
tion of the Assembly, to which it became necessary to resort in the summer 
of 1849, did not appear at first to have much affected the party whose proced- 
ings had rendered the measure necessary. But some of its most energetic 
leaders had retired. New elements required new combinations, which cannot 
all at once be efficiently and durably made. The gentlemen of the West India 
interest in London could not cordially support the turbulent proceedings of the 
planters here; and enough was seen by the latter body at the elections to con- 
vince them there was some likelihood of their representatives in the Assembly 
being outnumbered at no distant date by their opponents. Since that time, 
if there has not been any remarkable advance in practical policy, there has 
beén somewhat less of positively destructive tendency in debate ; and at present 
there is no party which affects to be absolutely dominant in the pron i 

3. But the depression also of the planting interest from the altered policy 
of the parent state in its colonial relations has continued ; and it seems now 
to be assuming a steadier and more permanent form, and the finances of the 
colony have gone and are still going on from bad to worse. The supplies 
granted for the year have in no instance been equal to the authorized expendi- 
ture, although that expenditure has been materially and largely curtailed ; and 
the public debt and liabilities, which, in official returns, are stated to have not 
exceeded 580,000/. in October 1847, are now not much less than 750,0001., if 
the average amount of what is due from the Treasury at the end of each 
quarter, beyond what it is immediately able to pay for salaries and for the interest 
of debt, be taken into calculation. The mode in which this result has been 
produced may be easily pointed out. The proceeds of the loans contracted 
between 1839 and 1847, which remained after calling in the island notes or 
cheques, had been exhausted chiefly by the heavy outlay on coolie immigration, 
when, in the year ending on the 10th October 1848, the annual proceeds of the 
import duties, in consequence mainly of alterations in the tariff, fell to 128,000/., 
whereas in the preceding year they had been 162,000/. ; and the collections of 
the land tax, from the indulgences as to time which were afforded by an 
altered law, instead of the 7,800/. of the preceding year, brought into the 
Treasury only 1,600/. The death of the Receiver General, in January 1848, 
disclosed a deficiency in the Treasury chest of more than 12,000/. ; and in the 
same year the transfer of certain charges from the parochial revenues to the 
general revenue was increased from 5,000/. to 14,000/., and those charges 
within the period of the last four years have amounted altogether to more than 
50,000/, The interruption of the rum duties in 1849, and the difficulties 
attending the re-establishment of them, have caused.a loss in the last three 
years of about an equal sum; nor is the amount less of the island cheques and 
(so called) Exchequer bills which have been issued to meet the extraordinary 
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and unforeseen expenditure that has been incurred since October 1850, on 
account of the cholera,.and of the relief which it has been necessary to afford 
throughout the island by‘the instrumentality of local boards of health. . At 
present, if the collection of the rum duties might be regarded as fully re- 
established, the general revenue, consisting chiefly of import and tonnage duties, 
rum duties, and stamp duties, land tax and assessed taxes, might be reckoned at 
about 220,000/.; and the authorized ordinary annual expenditure, consisting 
principally of the expenses of collecting the revenue, of the interest on the 
debt and liabilities of the colony, of the cost of maintaining the executive 
(including the prisons and the police) and the legislative and the judicial 
branches of Government, and the ecclesiastical establishment, together with the 
items of parochial charge which have latterly been thrown upon the public 
Treasury, would not much exceed the revenue. 

But in every year some.large expenditure has been authorized and incurred, 
which, not being regarded as ordinary, makes its appearance in the accounts as 
casual expenditure ; and, when that is taken into account, the revenue is shown 
by the official statements printed with the votes of the Assembly to have been 
alwirs unequal to the demands upon it, and to have required, in one form or 
another, an.addition to the public debt. 

4. That debt, and the liabilities of the colony, in October 1851, consisted of : 


r 4 
1. The loan from Her Majesty’s Government, and arrears 
of interest - - - - about 192,000 
2. Old island loan certificates - - - - 213,000 
8. Island cheques, payable on demand __ - - - 52,300 
4. New certificates, called Exchequer bills - - 738,500 
5. Deposits, with arrears of interest - - about 190,000 
6. Due for salaries and unpaid grants, and for interest for 
the current year, beyond the balance in the Trea- 
sury - - - - - - say 25,000 
£745,800 


Sees 


The ‘ deposits” in the public Treasury are made under the authority of divers 
Acts of the Island Legislature; and in so small a community it may be thought 
that there is some danger of such deposits leading to abuses, in the same way 
as if the Treasury had charge of the funds of a bank; but I am not aware of 
any instance of abuse. The funds of one insurance company, so deposited, 
amount to about 20;000/., and the endowment of one charity to as much more. 
Then there are the rectors and the curates funds, composed of fixed drawbacks 
on their stipends, and dedicated to the purpose of providing for the widows 
and children of the clergy of the Established Church; and there are the funds 
of several other charitable endowments, and the monies of the suitors in 
Chancery, and the deposits of savings banks. ‘The interest on these debts and 
liabilities is now full 35,0007. a year. The loan from Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment was made, and has been continued, under the Acts of the Imperial 
Parliament, 2 and 3 Wm. IV. c. 125. and 11 and 12 Vict. c. 38., and it is 
acknowledged and secured by the Island Act, 4 Wm. IV. c. 2. ss. 3. and 4, 
which makes the stipulated interest and instalments of principal payable out of 
‘the first and readiest monies in the hands of the Receiver General of the island.” 
The interest in the island loan certificates issued prior to July 1850 is secured 
upon a sufficient and permanent fund by the Island Act of the 14 Vict. cc. 1. and. 
The interest payable half-yearly of the (so called) Exchequer bills, which in fact 
do not substantially differ from the other island certificates, except as to the mode 
in which they are secured, is charged upon the stamp duties, which are con- 
tinued by recent enactment to the end of 1854, and for the last few years a 
clause has. been introduced into the annual Import Duties Bill, directing the 
Receiver General to pay from the proceeds of those duties, before any other 
claims, the interest on all loans, charities, and deposits, The island cheques, 
payable on demand, do not carry any interest. 

5, In the latter part of 1850 a finance committee was appointed by the 
House of Assembly, which made its report to the House on the 14th January 
1851. This report is printed in the votes under that date, and the volume of 
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votes is transmitted to your Lordship with this despatch. Much praise is due 
to the committee, and more especially to its chairman, Mr. William Smith, for 
the resolution with which the financial condition of the colony is exposed, and 
for the information which is comprised in the official returns on which the 
committee founds its report, and which are printed with it. But some of the 
statements in the report must not be received without explanation, and I cannot 
exactly agree in the recommendations as to the course which it was thought 
ought then to be pursued. It appears to be quite a misapplication of the term 
to call the use and expenditure of the deposits in the Treasury a “ misappro- 
priation” of them. ‘There certainly ought to have been more secure means 
provided for the repayments of them, but at the time when each deposit has 
been made it has always been intended that it should be spent; and unless it 
had been so, it would have been an absurdity for the Legislature to pass Acts 
for the payment of interest upon them. ‘There is no doubt that the deposits 
may be endangered by a highly embarrassed state of finances; but the colony 
being under the most positive and express obligations to repay them, its inter- 
mediate use of the money, as long as it retains the means of doing so at the 
time when they may be lawfully demanded, is no more a misappropriation than 
the investment of the suitors money by the Accountant General of the English 
Court of Chancery in the purchase of consols. It is a mistake also in the report 
to have so represented the matter that it might be supposed the large but 
illusory balances which appear occasionally to have been in the Treasury in the 
period from 1842 to 1846 consisted of those deposits, and that the subsequent 
expenditure has been supported by the appropriation of them. Those balances 
were merely the proceeds of large public loans which were contracted between 
the commencement of 1840 and the end of 1846, for purposes of almost imme- 
diate expenditure, to the amount of nearly 270,000/.; and ‘ the deposits from 
‘¢ the first were blended with the other public monies, and have always been 
“* spent as part of the revenue of the year. The repayments of deposits have 
‘ occasionally exceeded the receipts of new ones.” The recommendations 
of the finance committee of January 1851 amounted merely to the sug- 
gestion that 300,000/. should be raised by loan in Jamaica, and 225,000. 
in England, at six per cent. interest, by which it was calculated that all 
the other debts and liabilities might be converted and absorbed, except 
the debt due to Her Majesty’s Government, which was to be reduced by 
payment of arrears of interest to 160,000/., and it was hoped that it might 
then be allowed to remain for some years at 4 per cent. interest. . This would 
have made the whole annual interest on public debts amount to 37,900I. ; in 
addition to which it was part of the plan that there should be annually set 
aside 10,275/. or one-half per cent. on the whole debt, as a sinking fund, which 
it was calculated would redeem the whole in twenty-nine years. The most 
obvious objection to this plan was, that it required a new and additional pay- 
ment of about 15,000/. a year for interest and sinking fund to be made out. of 
a revenue which was already unequal to meet the authorized annual expendi- 
ture. Mr. William Smith, indeed, the chairman of the committee, contem- 
plated a large addition to the taxes; and perhaps he thought, also, that if 
50,000. for interest and sinking fund could be made the first annual charge on 
the revenue, some of those retrenchments which it had not been practicable to 
enforce by other means might be induced by necessity, and by the impossibility 
of finding a surplus sufficient to pay salaries and establishments at the existing 
rates. But his expectations of obtaining the assent of the Assembly to the 
imposition of taxes sufficient to carry out his plan, even for a single year, were 
disappointed ; and, in truth, I do not think it was possible that the amount of 
taxes he contemplated should all at once have been levied in the forms which 
he proposed. Instead of the plan so recommended by the committee, three 
bills were passed by the Assembly and the Council in May last, for the issue 
of debentures in England to the amount of 250,000/., and of stock certificates 
in Jamaica to the amount of 200,000/., at 6 per cent. interest, and for applying 
6,000/. annually in redeeming island securities ; but these bills appeared to me 
to be and I believe are now generally acknowledged to have been so objection- 
able that I was obliged to withhold my assent from them, for reasons which 
were afterwards stated at length in a message to the Council on the 12th of 
November 1851, a copy of which was forwarded to your Lordship with my 
despatch, Jamaica, No. 102, November 12, 1851. 
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6. Your Lordship is aware that the whole course of fixing, raising, and 
managing the public revenue in Jamaica is exceedingly faulty.and perverted. 
The Government is in no way represented in the House of Assembly, nor has 
any organ there by which any tax can be proposed, or any estimates of expendi« 
ture, or of ways and means, can be laid before the Legislature. All advice, 
by way of message, from the Governor as to particular measures, is regarded as 
dictation, and resented as breach of privilege. No member has more right or 
authority than any other to recommend the sort of taxes that are to be imposed, 
or the rate or duration of them ; and so jealously careful is the Assembly of its 
prwileges, that the revenues for the most part are voted only from year to 
year, though in 1850 I prevailed on the Legislature to make the interest of the 
island certificates a permanent charge on the import duties, and to that extent 

rovision is made against the contingency of no Import Duty Act being passed 
in any particular year. Every member has the right also to propose a grant or 
appropriation of public money ; and in the course of each session a number of 
miscellaneous grants, though of much less amount now than formerly, are 
successively authorized, without much reference to estimates, or to the ability 
of the revenue to bear them, and towards the end of the session are included in 
one enactment, each individual member who has a grant to propose being 
naturally inclined to reconcile other members to his own measure by consenting 
to support theirs. Much of the expenditure, loosely and without much 
responsibility, is managed by boards, and there is one principal board of 
commissioners of public accounts, the remarkable constitution and functions 
of which were, perhaps, sufficiently explained in my general report connected 
with the Blue Book of Jamaica for 1847. In the last session a step, but I fear 
a very imperfect one, has been taken towards a better system of audit, by the 
appointment, under the Island Act of the 14 Vict. c.53., of an officer with 
the title of Auditor General. Upon the whole, it may be truly said that there 
is no system or consistency whatever in the conduct of the financial affairs of 
the colony, nor any recognized organ of government or legislation which has 
the power to bring about effectual and comprehensive improvements. 

7. There is, moreover, in Jamaica, a parochial taxation which has always been 
felt more heavily than the taxes which constitute the general revenue, and I 
fear that it is becoming every year more harassing and injurious. The main 
assessment used to be upon hereditaments, meaning chiefly cultivated estates ; 
but recently the depressed condition of sugar and coffee properties has led to the 
imposition of an income tax, both for general and for parochial purposes, which 
affects the recipients of income from island property, whether they be resident 
in the island or not; and at the same time that by these and other means the 
parochial taxation is increased, the highways have in several parishes been 
allowed to become very bad, and in some places almost impassable for want of 
repairs; and excepting the roads, and the relief which is scantily afforded to 
paupers, the objects on which the parochial levies are expended are not felt to 
be of universal interest nor of the highest importance. 

8. The variations in the exports of sugar, rum, coffee, and pimento for the 
last four years are exhibited in the following table :— 


Tasutar Sratement of Exports of Sugar, Rum, Coffee, and Pimento for the 
four years 1848, 1849, 1850, and 1851, ending severally on October 10. 


Sucar. Rum. Correr. | Pimento. 
» 4 5 5 3 R 
EAR. o ; . EFERENCE. 
4 g 3 a 4/23 Pounds. Pounds. 
to & i s to 7 
i) 2 Ey 5 2 138 
q B fa iW mi? 


Year ending October 10, | $7,681 | 5,547 | 6,666 [19,940 | 453 5,681,941 } 5,231,908 | Votes H.A., 1848-9, 
1848, Nov. 22, p. 113. 
5,712,424 | VotesH. A..1849-50, 
Nov. 20, p. 224. 

4,059,825 | Votes H.A., 1851, 
March 21, p.304. 

4,439,697 | Votes H.A., 1851, 


Nov. 21, p. 107. 


Ditto ditto 1849 | 36,995 | 4,923 | 7,287 [16,459 | 239 3,430,442 


Ditto ditto 1850 | 33,297 | 5,046 | 4,220 | 15,648 | 174 5,127,255 


Ditto ditto 1851 | 36,319 | 5,085 | 4,596 | 28,257 | 305 | 334 | 5,595,273 


The seasons in 1851 have been more propitious than. for many years past, 
and the prospects of the planter would have been somewhat cheerful, were it 
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not for the very low price to which sugar has fallen in the London market, and 
the prospect of its remaining at that level. The trade with the Spainish. Main 
in South and Centrai America, which used to be in Kingston.a flourishing branch 
of commerce, is becoming rapidly and greatly depressed, and chiefly, as it is said, 
from the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company having found it convenient. to 
make the foreign island of Saint Thomas the main pivot of operations, and 
centre of correspondence and entrepdét, and from their having ceased to run. a 
packet direct between Jamaica and La Guayra. 

9. The planters complaints of the want of labour have been as urgent in 
1851 as at any former time, or more so ; and I own that I am not sanguine as-te 
the immediate possibility of obtaining foreign supplies of labour, except at 
the cost of more than they would produce or would be worth. My impression 
as to the expenses which have been incurred in bringing coolies from the East 
Indies, and as to those which must be incurred in sending them back, is that it 
would have been cheaper to have granted to the planters a direct bounty of two 
shillings a hundred weight on the export of sugar, seeing that the grant in that 
case would have been expended within the island. The returns of the Agent 
General for immigration, showing the number of immigrants brought into the 
island between February 1848 and 28th April 1851,: will be found in the 
appendix to the volume of votes which is sent with this despatch. Since the 
latter date only four hundred and twenty-seven have arrived. 

10. The cholerawhich appeared for the first time inthis island in the beginning 
of October 1850, and which still continues its ravages in two or three of the 
largest parishes, has not only killed thousands of labourers, but has unsettled 
and otherwise injuriously affected the habits and dispositions of the rest. It is 
impossible to arrive at any satifactory conclusion as to the numbers that have 
died. ‘That some statements have been inconsiderately exaggerated is certain, 
for they involve the supposition of one tenth of the whole population of the 
island having been swept away in the first three months, which is beyond what 
has been known to occur in an area of equal extent in India or any other part 
of the world, and is disproved by what is ascertained to have taken place in 
Kingston, where the severity of the visitation is acknowledged to have been as 
great as in any other place or district of equal population. In that city, the 
inhabitants of which are reckoned at full forty thousand, the deaths from cholera, 
even at this date, which is nearly fifteen months after the first outbreak, and after 
great pains have been taken to come at the truth, are not calculated at more 
than four thousand, which shows it to be utterly impossible that in the first 
three months there could have been adecimation of the whole inhabitants 
of an island, some districts of which, even to this day, have been almost 
wholly exempted from the calamity. My own impression is, that in the whole 
between twenty-five and thirty thousand have died. I have a strong conviction 
that the latter number has not been exceeded. But nine tenths of the number, 
whatever it may have been, have belonged to the labouring class ; and I see no 
reason to doubt that on the whole ten thousand able-bodied labourers, male and 
female, or an equivalent amount of labour, has been lost to the colony. 

11. All great pestilences have had at the moment a demoralizing effect on 
the people subjected to them. The indiscriminate fall of the calamity on the 
good and the bad produces a feeling of distrust in the dispensations of Provi- 
dence; alarm and despair grow into a recklessness of disposition and habit ; 
and when nearly the whole inhabitants of hamlets are at once destroyed, as in 
several instances has been the case in Jamaica, it must necessarily have a great 
effect for some time in making the surviving labourers of the district less settled 
and steady. But, excepting these consequences of cholera, the general con- 
dition of the people is not much changed within the last three years. Generally 
they are not nearly so wretched as their usually dirty and ragged clothes at first 
sight make new comers suppose the greater part of them to be. Their huts, 
where they have freeholds or permanent provision grounds, are said to be kept 
tolerably clean, and their life is not by any means devoid of physical comforts. 
It is unjust to makea general imputation against them of laziness ; for although, in 
common with the inhabitants of all warm climates, they feel more than those of cold 
ones a liking for repose, and a sense of enjoyment in it, there are few races of men 
who will work harder or more perseveringly when they are sure of getting for 
themselves the whole produce of their labour. It is’ quite true, however, that 
they regard it as fair, and almost meritorious, to get as much as possible from 
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their employers, and to do as little as possible for them in return. Nothing will 
keep them to the journey-work of the master, if the cultivation of their own 
ground, or indeed their private interest of any sort, draws them away. It does 
not appear that there are any malignant or habitually turbulent feelings, nor, at 
present, any pervading thoughts of getting the upper hand, which make them 
dangerous as a populace, or which agitate or operate upon them in masses; 
but they are very susceptible of excitement, and are brutal in their rage, and 
when collected in crowds they are wildly resentful of any supposed wrong, 
more especially if it seems to be done by contrivance. Within the last year 
there have been three serious and remarkable riots. One on the occasion 
of an election of a member of Assembly, when the coroner, who was also 
clerk of the vestry, and was engaged in taking the poll, was killed on 
the spot, and the police and magistrates and gentry who were present were 
put to flight and dispersed. The other riots were at the seat of Govern- 
ment in Spanish Town, and were occasioned by the delivery of possession 
of a Baptist chapel, under an order of the Court of Chancery, to one of 
two rival Baptist ministers. In both cases I consider that the injudicious and 
culpable conduct of persons not belonging to the mere mob had a great deal to 
do with the matter; and in both cases the women acted a conspicuous part 
amongst the misled and stimulated crowd of assailants. There is no place in 
the world, perhaps, where there is now less tenacity than in Jamaica of those 
distinctions which, in so marked and harsh a manner, used here, as they still do 
elsewhere, to keep the African, the mixed, and the European races separate ; 
none in which it seems to be more likely that, to a considerable extent, the 
amalgamation of all the races, which, to the citizens of the United States appears 
to be so impossible, may gradually and slowly come to pass. But it must not 
be supposed that the old distinctions have yet wholly ceased to be observed, or 
that they are not felt and resented. They gall the principal persons of the 
mixed race more than they do any other class ; and at present the tendency to 
a division of the House of Assembly into two parties depends more perhaps 
upon the feeling of opposition between the European, or wholly European 
creole members, and those who are of mixed descent, than upon anything else. 
That part of the population which is of unmixed African descent feels that it 
has within the last twenty years gained so large a share of substantial good and 
advantage, that it is much less sensitive as to the desagrémens of its position 
which still remain. 

12. The rioters at the election in St. David’s were the supporters of a 
candidate who belonged to the party of the mixed race, or, as it is frequently 
called, the coloured party, whom the conduct of the police force upon that 
occasion, and in the subsequent proceedings against the rioters, offended ; and 
in the Baptist chapel riots at Spanish Town the determined demeanour and 
resolute energy of the Inspector General of Police, which in my judgment were 
deserving of the highest praise, brought out the latent offence which in a course 
of years is almost unavoidably taken by some of all parties against persons 
holding such situations. The consequence was, that in the session of the 
Legislature, 1850-1851, an Act for a parochial constabulary force was sub- 
stituted for the annual Act by which a general police force for the whole island 
had latterly, through several years, been maintained. I withheld my assent, how- 
ever, from another bill; by which each parish would have been empowered to 
make separate regulations for its own constabulary force; a measure that 
would have gone far towards founding a system of parochial as opposed to 
general government, which plan is supposed to find favour with the party 
of mixed descent. A few months trial of the change has restored the 
Assembly to a sense of the advantage of a general police, and a new Act, 
which has just been passed for three years (the 15th Vict. c. 3.), divides the 
island into fifteen police districts, with an inspector in each, who is imme- 
diately subordinate to and must take hig directions from, and must correspond 
directly with, the Governor, inasmuch as no appointment of Inspector General 
is created. ‘This throws a great deal of additional labour upon the Governor, 
who already had _ as laborious an office, perhaps, in respect of incessant corre- 
spondence and other writing, as any Governor in Her Majesty’s dominions. In 
other respects the new Police Act is likely to answer tolerably well; and I 
dare say that ere long an Inspector General will be constituted. The determina- 
tion of Her Majesty’s Government to make no new appointments of stipendiary 
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magistrates will render it necessary that some other functionaries. should, either 
by the colony or by the parent state, be gradually substituted for them as their 
appointments become vacant; for, in the actual condition of society in 
Jamaica, the Government cannot exact nor expect from any unpaid magistracy 
the duties required for extraordinary occasions, or for the continued observation 
and regulation of artificial systems of immigration and labour; but I have no 
great reason to complain generally of the existing magistracy, in the discharge 
of their ordinary duty of preserving the public peace and repressing crime. 

13. The smaller district prisons are falling into decay, and are ill-regulated ; 
and the Assembly has had the matter under consideration for the last two or 
three years, without coming to any effective resolution. In the General 
Penitentiary at Kingston the labour of the convicts is turned to some profit, 
and now contributes largely towards the funds required for the completion of the 
building. In the last session an Act was passed, 14 Vict. c. 51., empowering the 
Governor and Council to employ convicts upon public works, and I hope it will 
be left to its operation. Nothing has yet been done under the Act beyond 
employing the convicts in repairing roads within three miles of their prison ; 
but it seems to me that, under good regulations, the system might be usefully 
and beneficially extended. The only secondary punishment which in my 
judgment is right or good in its results is that of work without wages, or next 
to none. 

14. There is no general system of education in the colony, nor any general 
support of it, except to a very limited extent; but there is a general sense of 
the advantages of education. There are a great number of schools of one sort or 
another, and many charitable endowments, of which, however, the funds have been 
in most instances wofully mismanaged. One free or foundation school at Wallin, in 
the parish of St..Ann’s, a central and healthy situation, in a fine climate, affords 
a classical education to between forty and fifty pupils; and the Legislature 
might easily upon this, as a nucleus, construct ‘a large establishment for the 
whole island, on a plan somewhat resembling those of the great public schools of 
England, to which purpose a portion of the funds of the other endowments for 
education might be made applicable. 

15. These, my Lord, are the matters of fact which have occurred to me as 
most requiring to be stated to your Lordship, for the purpose of affording a 
general view of the condition of this colony during the last three years, and at 
the present date. But I should be liable to just reproach if. there were 
no suggestions which I could also offer as to means by which a state of affairs, 
which is in many respects so discouraging and full of difficulty, might be 
improved; and it was my intention to have closed this despatch with a 
few observations on the original and acquired advantages and resources 
of the island and its inhabitants, and with a distinct enunciation, not 
only of the peculiar difficulties of their present position, but of those 
changes and remedial measures, which, according to the best of my 
judgment, are required in the regulation of the legislature and govern- 
ment, in the revenues and financial affairs, in the law of property in 
land, and in the methods and costs of forensic procedure. But these are 
matters as to which, though I do not feel myself to be in danger of expressing 
any crude or unconsidered opinion, I am fearful of hazarding any hasty or 
ambiguous expressions ; and the distractions which the session of the Legislature, 
the setting up of a new general police force, and some accidental circumstances 
of the moment, force upon my immediate attention, will perhaps sufficiently 
excuse me in your Lordship’s opinion for deferring to the next or to the 
following packet the remainder of what I may feel it to be my duty to offer as 
a part of my general report. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) CHARLES EDWARD GREY. 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, 
&. &. &e. 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 33 


Extract from the Votes of the House of Assembly of Jamaica, dated 


14th January 1851. 


Mr. William Smith, from the committee to whom was referred his Excellency the 
Governor’s message of the 12th day of December last, with permission to such committee to 
sit during the adjournment, and that such committee should ascertain and report to this house 
the actual financial condition of the island on the 10th day of October 1850, presented a 
report, which was received and read, ordered to be entered, and is as follows : 


Mr. Speaker, 


The committee, to whom was referred the message from his Excellency the Governor of 
the 12th December 1850, with instructions to inquire into, and report upon, the financial 
condition of the island on the 10th October last, beg leave most respectfully to report— 


That they have been furnished by the Receiver-General with the following statements of 
account, which they now lay before the House: 


No. 1. 
2. 
BA 


4. 
5. 


oe on 


Statement of cash receipts and payments of the public of Jamaica for year 
ending 10th October 1850. 


Comparative statement of revenue and expenditure of the public of Jamaica for 
years ending 10th October 1847, 1848, 1849, and 1850, respectively. 


Comparative statement of debts due by the public of Jamaica for years ending 
30th September 1841 to 1846, and 10th October 1847 to 1850 respectively. 


A return of loan certificates outstanding 10th October 1850. 


An account of salaries, interests, &c. due by the public of Jamaica on the 
10th October 1850, for which the balance of cash on that day was applicable. 


. A return of deposits, charities, &c. with rates of interest paid thereon. 

. Summary of liabilities, 10th October 1850. 

. Collecting constables’ arrears, 10th October 1850. 

. Abstract of the table of public debt from 30th June 1841 to 10th October 


1850. 


Your committee take leave to call attention to the comparative statement, No. 2, from 
which it will appear that during the year ending 10th October, 


£ £ 
1847. The expenditure amounted to - - - 304,658 
And the revenue did not exceed = - <i. .6 “940,810 
Leaving a deficiency of - - 64,348 
1848. The expenditure amounted to - - - 235,746 
And the revenue to - - - 190,788 
Leaving a deficiency of - - - 44,958 
1849. The expenditure amounted to - - 192,552 
And the revenue to - - - 176,405 
Leaving a deficiency of - - - 16,147 
1850. The expenditure amounted to - - 218,648 
And the revenue to - - - 180,570 
Leaving a deficiency of - - - 38,078 
Or a total deficiency, in four years, of - - 163,531 
A reference to the comparative statement, No. 3, will 
show, that on the 30th September 1846, the total 
debts of the island were - - - 556,445 
Of which the island loan was - - - 389,220 
Leaving due for deposits and other credits - 166,225 
Against which there was cash in chest - - 97,032 
But showing an actual deficiency in assets, at that 
date, of - - - - - 69,193 
Which, with the deficiencies of the four subsequent 
years, will give a total deficiency in revenue of - - 232,724 
To this must be added the estimated loss by the late 
Receiver-General = - - - - 7,150 


Making a total of - - - £239,874 
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JAMAICA. The consequences of this enormous deficiency have been postponed, and its amount 
o.. in a great measure overlooked by the creation— 
& # 
In 1848 and 1849 of red notes, amounting, on 10th 
October 1850, to - - - - - 36,988 


In 1850, of exchequer bills, amounting, on 10th 
October 1850, to - - - - - 28,350 
And by the appropriation of the funds applicable to 


the payment of chancery, charitable, and savings’- 
bank deposits to the extent of - - - 174,536 


£239,874 


The fact of this appropriation of charitable and 

other funds is shown by the comparative state- 

ment, No. 3, where their total amount is - - 188,718 
Against which there were on 10th October (as 

shown in the summary of liabilities, No. 7) 


Cash in chest - 4,878 
Cash in London - - 1,662 
Exchequer bills not issued = - - = 7,650 
——— 14,190 
But er the deficiency which had been misappro- 
priated of - - - - - - - 174,528 
But, to the afore-mentioned deficiency of revenue to 10th 
October 1850 of - - - - - - 232,724 
must now be added— 
The amount of salaries, interests, &c. due to the 
public 10th October 1850 (see No.5) - - 42,614 
Interest on loan from Her Majesty’s. Government, 
to February 1850 - - - - 19,200 
Further interest on same loan to 10th October 1850 4,267 
Together “ - 66,081 
And we shall have the sum of - = - 298,805 


As the actual excess of expenditure and unliquidated 
liabilities over the revenues collected during the five 
years ending 10th October 1850. 


The summary of liabilities, No. 7, shows— 
The total liabilities of the island, on 10th October 
1850, to have been - - - - - 689,183 


To which the committee now add the further 
interest on the loan to Her Majesty’s Govern- 


ment to same date - - - - - 4,267 
Making an actual total of —- - 693,450 
Against which the only assets shown by the Receiver 
General are— : 
(No. 7) Cash in chest andin London - £6,540 
Exchequer bills not issued - 7,650 
14,190 
And (No. 8) Collecting constables’ arrears— spl 
Of land tax = B 2,893 
Rum rolls - - 2,900 
5,793 
—- £19,983 


But, looking at the character of the assets in No. 8, your committee think it prudent to 
assume the net liabilities of the island, and for which it will be the duty of the House 
to provide, at the sum of 680,000/. 


Your committee will not entertain a doubt that this condition of the island finance will 
occupy the early and serious attention of the legislature, and that the House will recognize 
the pressing necessity of not only guarding against any augmentation of past evils by any 
future annual expenditure in excess of revenue, but, devising some immediate and compre- 


STATE OF HER MAJESTYS COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 35 


hensive means of putting the ascertained liabilities of the island on a satisfactory footing, 
not only with a view to the speedy payment of such of the depositors as may require their 
money, but the gradual and ultimate liquidation of the entire debt. 


Without presuming in the remotest degree to dictate to the House the measures which 
it would be the most desirable to adopt, your committee beg leave to submit the conclusions 
at which they have arrived, after a serious consideration of the subject; and should the 
expression of their views have the effect of eliciting the opinions of those who are more 
competent to deal with the subject, their object will be fully attained. 


It has been already remarked, that the consequences and amount of the annually 
increasing deficiencies were not duly appreciated, in consequence of the facility which was 
presented to the Receiver-General for meeting demands by the creation of red notes and 
exchequer bills, and the appropriation of the funds belonging to depositors. It may be 
well to recapitulate the character of these resources, and examine their applicability to the 
purposes to which they have been put. 


Of the red notes and exchequer bills it may suffice to say, that while they are perfectly 
legitimate means of anticipating the collection of taxes already imposed, and by means of 
which they are ultimately to be withdrawn, their issue for the mere purpose of supplying 
the annual deficiency of revenue, and without any provision for their payment, is wholly 
indefensible. 


The deposits consist of, 
1st. Those which are held at call, and on which no interest is allowed; 


2d. Those of the Court of Chancery, savings banks, and public companies, bearing 
interest, which are subject to variation in amount, but not liable to be suddenly 
or wholly withdrawn; and 


3d. Those of public charities, likewise bearing interest, and of which the principal 
sums may be looked upon as permanent loans to the island. 


It is clear that the rule laid down for the issue of notes and exchequer bills is applicable 
in every way to the deposits of the first and second class, provided that due care is taken 
to retain in the treasury such a proportion as experience has shown to suffice for the work- 
ing of the account ; and with regard to the third description of deposits, while they may be 
legitimately applied to the carrying out of such public works as could not be fairly charge- 
able against the revenue of any particular year, it would be the bounden duty of the 
legislature to make provision for the ultimate replacement of the amount expended. 


The fact of all the funds under consideration having been used without reference to these 
obvious principles, renders it desirable to remove the temptation to a recurrence of an evil 
of which the island must, for many years, experience the injurious effects. 


The committee crave reference to the return, No. 6, which shows the various rates of 
interest paid to the island creditors. It will be seen, that with the exception of the loan 
to Her Majesty’s Government at four per cent., the chancery deposits at four and five per 
cent., and a part of the island loan at five per cent., the whole of the deposits are at rates 
varying from six to ten per cent. per annum. It may here be well to remark, that such 

ortion of the chancery deposits and island debt as are overdue will be entitled to claim 
interest at six per cent. per annum. 


The system on which the accounts of the public charities are kept is objectionable, upon 
various grounds. By throwing the working of the accounts upon the Receiver-General, the 
trustees of those charities are relieved from all necessity for diligence, while, in the cases of 
the rectors’ and culrates’ funds, the accruing interest is converted into capital, at the end of 
each quarter of a year, to the manifest serious detriment of the public interests. Your com- 
mittee are aware that these favourable terms of interest were conceded in a spirit of com- 
mendable liberality towards the objects of these funds, at a time when the finances of the 
island justified the measure.— Under the altered circumstances of our exchequer, it is sub- 
mitted that a stricter mode of calculation should be adopted. No reasonable objection could 
be raised to the conversion of all these funds into stock, bearing interest at six per cent. per 
annum, 


A reference to the return (No. 4) of certificates outstanding on 10th October 1850, will 
show that a large proportion of the island debt is already overdue, and that the remainder 
will be payable during the present and two following years. It is assumed that if the 
arrears of interest are paid up, and satisfactory provision made for this charge in future, 
Her Majesty’s Government will not object to the amount due to them being included in the 
general arrangement to be hereafter detailed. It is likewise believed that many of the 
holders, in Jamaica, of the overdue certificates will readily exchange them for a portion of 
a new loan. 


Assuming the portion of the island loan already due, and to fall due in Jamaica, in 1851, 
at 120,0002., and the amount of chancery and other deposits, which it is proposed either to 
pay off or convert into stock, bearing six per cent. interest, at 180,000/., we have the sum 
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of 300,000/., which it is believed may be raised by conversion or direct loan within the 
island. 


To meet that portion of the island loan now overdue, or falling due 4 


in 1851, in England, say - - - - 68,350 
Interest due on loan to Her Majesty’s Government - - 23,400 
And arrears of salaries, interest, &c., to 10th October 1850, say - 42,600 

Together - . - - £124,450 


It is proposed to negotiate a loan in England to the extent of 225,0002, 
of which 125,000/. shall be called up forthwith, and the remaining 
100,000/. in 1852, to pay off the remainder of the island loan in 


Jamaica and England - - - - - 35,000 
Exchequer bills - - - - - - - 28,350 
And red notes in circulation, 10th October 1850 - - - 37,500 

£100,850 

The liabilities of the island will thenceforward stand thus :— 
Loan from Her Majesty’s Government, at four per cent. interest - 160,000 
Loan in Jamaica, at six per cent. - - - - - 300,000 
Loan in England, at 6 per cent. - - - - - 225,000 
Total - - - - £685,000 


And the amount of annual interest will be 37,9002. ; to which must be added one and a half 
per cent. per annum on the whole, or 10,275/., as a sinking fund for the redemption of the 
principal in twenty-nine years. 

Your committee are desirous of anticipating an objection, which may naturally be made 
to incurring interest on the discharge of a note issue, which it has been found practicable to 
keep in circulation without that charge; and, in deference to this objection, and admitting 
the desirableness of using the credit of the colony where it can be turned to a legitimate 
object, your committee are unanimous in recommending that it be a part of the contem- 
plated arrangement to authorize the issue of notes to the extent of 50,0002, which shall be 
employed for the sole purpose of investment in an equal portion of the loan in Jamaica, 
and form the nucleus of the contemplated sinking fund for the redemption of the debt. By 
such an appropriation of the credit of the island, the entire debt, as well as the note issue, 
would be paid off in about twenty-five years. It is therefore proposed, in anticipation of 
this suggestion being adopted, that the loans, both in England and Jamaica, shall be made 
payable at the expiration of twenty-five years, with liberty to the colony to pay off the 
whole, or a part, after fifteen years, on giving twelve months’ notice to the holders of the 
stock, 


Ordered, that the above report do lie on the table. 


No. 6. 
(No. 73.) 


COPY of a DESPATCH from Governor the Right Hon. Sir C. E. Grey to 
the Right Hon. Sir Joun S. Paxineron Bart. 


Sir; King’s House, Jamaica, August 23, 1852. 
(Received Sept. 23, 1853.) 
1. I nave the honour to lay before you the Blue Book of Jamaica for 
the year 1851. 


2. As my Despatch * to Lord Grey, Jamaica, No. 115, December 31, 1851, 
was intended to present a view of the state of the island at that date, it has 
perhaps acquitted me of any obligation to make a further general report on 
this occasion, but thinking that a summary of what has taken place in the 
succeeding eight months to the present time may not be unacceptable to 
the Secretary of State, I proceed to state it, with a feeling of great regret that 
the colony still remains in a very languishing and depressed condition. 

3. The session of the Local Legislature was brought to a close on the 
26th February as reported in my Despatch, No. 16, March 1, 1852. It had 
been chiefly remarkable, first, for the renewed pertinacity with which the 
Government here is entirely excluded, not only from those functions in the 
body of the Legislature which the Crown exercises through its Ministers in 
both Houses of the English Parliament, but from all guidance, even by advice, 
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of the proceedings of the Assembly, and by the failure of an attempt on the 
part of one of its members to introduce the plan of what has elsewhere been 
called “responsible Government.” Secondly, by the continuing deficiency of 
the revenue, occasioned, however, in this instance, almost entirely by the 
extraordinary expenditure incident to the prevalence of cholera, for which it 
was necessary to provide by fresh issues of Exchequer Bills or Certificates. 
Thirdly, by the reproduction of the three bills empowering Commissioners 
appointed by the Assembly to raise by loan nearly half a million of money 
for the Loa sh of adjusting the public debt on a new basis; from which bills, 
after their having passed both the Assembly and the Council in the preceding 
Session, the Governor had withheld his assent, with the subsequent approbation 
of the Secretary of State, and now after being again passed by both the other 
branches of the Legislature, the Governor again retised to bring them into 
operation. Fourthly, by the resolutions and addresses to Her Majesty which 
were voted both by the Council and the Assembly, representing in the strongest 
terms the almost desperate condition of the planting interest, and the generally 
depressed and impoverished state of the colony; the remedies suggested being 
principally some modification of the duties imposed in the United Kingdom 
on the importation of sugar, rum, coffee, &c. which might afford some 
advantages to the British planter, and that the Home Government by its 
guarantee should assist the Colonial Legislature in raising, by loan, a large 
amount of money to be employed in obtaining labourers from Africa or 
other foreign countries, to be employed under contracts for terms of years, 
according to the provisions of an Act which was prepared and passed for the 
purpose, the 15 Victoria, chapter 38. It was not perhaps to be much wondered 
at, that in the actual circumstances of the colony there should have been a 
disinclination to provide by any new taxes for the return passages of the 
immigrant coolie labourers to which they had become entitled in the preceding 
year, as there was a hope that the cost of these passages might be defrayed 
out of a loan for immigration purposes which it was intended to obtain under 
the guarantee of the Home Government, authorized by the imperial Act 
11 & 12 Vict. chap. 130. But as it has now been ascertained that in the 
opinion of the Crown lawyers in England the terms of the Imperial Act will 
not admit of any portion of the guaranteed loan being applied to the return 
passages, it is greatly to be regretted that there has been a decided breach of 
faith with the coolies. Under the instructions of the Secretary of State, how- 
ever, I have again brought the subject to the notice of the Commissioners of 
Public Accounts, as reported in my Despatch No. 61, July 10, and I do not 
doubt, that in the next session of the Legislature, provision will be made for 
the return passages, notwithstanding that there is manifestly an increasing 
reluctance on the part of those members of the Legislature who are not directly 
connected with the planting interest to impose fresh burdens on the whole 
colony for any expenditure connected with coolie or African immigration, 
which they think is of immediate advantage only or principally to the planting 
class. ‘The coolies themselves, though they have made several remonstrances, 
have borne their disappointment with much patience and forbearance, and 
many of them will probably be willing for any fair composition to waive their 
claim to return passages and to remain in Jamaica; but it is supposed also 
that numbers of them will not do this, and it is at all events necessary for 
the preservation of anything like faith with them, that a settlement of their 
claims should no longer be deferred. It is very fortunate in such a case, and 
very remarkable, that the coolies have not, even in proportion to their smaller 
numbers, suffered nearly as much from cholera as the negroes have. 

4. The cholera early in the present year disappeared from amongst the 
inhabitants after having afflicted the colony by a continuous visitation of about 
a year and a half, and having destroyed in that time perhaps thirty thousand 

ersons; and scarcely had it ceased before small-pox broke out on the north 
side of the island, which still continues, and though not so mortal as the 
preceding pestilence, yet coming close upon the heels of that calamity it has 
pressed severely upon some of the parishes, especially the two large ones of 
St. Ann’s and Trelawny, and has greatly augmented the difficulties of the 
planters there, arising from the want of steady and efficient labour. 

5. Towards the close of the session the gloomy prospects of the planters 
and the progressive fall in the price of sugar, and the increasing reluctance 
of the London houses to make advances for carrying on the cultivation of 
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sugar or coffee éstates, inclined the House of Assembly to think of appointing 
delegates to represent in London to Her Majesty’s Ministers the clawing 
condition of the colony. ‘The House, however, could not come to any agree- 
ment as to the persons to be charged with these duties; but some of the 
inhabitants took the matter up, and a small fund being raised by subscription 
for the payment of their expenses, three gentlemen under the name of delegates 
proceeded to England,—Mr. Edward Thompson, the manager under powers 
of attorney from the owners of several large properties, and himself the owner 
of large but deeply encumbered and for the present unprofitable estates; 
Mr. William Smith, the managing Director of the Railway Company and 
Land Company; and Mr. Girod, the editor of the Colonial Standard News- 
paper, which has for a long time been the public advocate at Kingston of the 
cause of the planters. 

6. Since their departure the price of sugar has become rather more favourable 
to the producer, and from this circumstance, and the hopes that are entertained 
of some change of colonial policy being intended by Her Majesty’s present 
Ministers, the planters are rather in better spirits, but they still, without any 
exception, declare that nothing but a remission of some of the British import 
duties on their produce, and an abundant supply of foreign labour, can ‘save 
them from ruin. I have applied to the principal officers of customs for returns 
showing the comparative amount of tonnage entered inwards, of tonnage and 
import duties, and of the quantities of exports during the three last quarters 
of a year as compared with the corresponding quarters twelve months before, 
and I have the honour to lay the documents before you. They show that 
although there has been a loss of tonnage duties from the cargoes of coals 
being now exempted which are brought for steam vessels, and there has also 
been a certain falling off in the import duties, which is accounted for by a 
diminished importation of supplies for sugar estates and by a smaller con- 
sumption of luxuries, yet no diminution of the tonnage entered inwards, nor 
of the staple exports of the colony, has hitherto taken place. 

7. The revenue does not fully meet the authorized public expenditure, 
although within the period of my government that expenditure, except for the 
extraordinary expenses occasioned by the cholera, had been reduced by nearly 
one third of the whole, which will appear from the subjoined comparison of 
the returns of total expenditure for the four years ending on the 10th October 
1847, 1848, 1849, and 1850. 


Comparative Srarement of Expenditure during Four Years, each ending 
October 10. 


1847, 1848. 1849. 
£ Sindy £ 8 al. £ s. a. £ 8 6d. 
6 4 235,695 15 &, 192,522 0 8 218,648 4 8 


— Votes of House of Assembly, 1850-51, Jan. 14; at p. 65. 


The enclosed “ Statement of Cash Receipts and Payments of the public 
“ of Jamaica for the year ending 10th October 1851,” will show that the 
increase of expenditure which took place within that period has been almost 
entirely owing to the expenses arising from the institution of local boards of 
health for the alleviation of the misery occasioned by the cholera. Every 
exertion I believe is made by the present Receiver General to prevent the 
public inconvenience which must unavoidably be connected with a deficient 
revenue ; but the pressure on the Treasury, and its inability to meet with 
promptitude many just claims, spread a sense of impoverishment and discourage- 
ment throughout the colony, and in many cases, such as those of the stipends 
of clergy, the inconvenience to which parties are put, by the delays they 
experience in obtaining what is frequently their only means of livelihood, 1s 
great and painful. 

8. Ido not think it would have been or would now be difficult to find a 
remedy for these financial embarrassments and difficulties; but the executive 
branch of the Government, according to the peculiar privileges of the Assembly 
and the usage of the colony, is without power, and utterly helpless as to any 
requisite modifications of the revenue. I have gone as far on several occasions 
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as it was possible to go without producing a quarrel, in recommending to the 
Local Legislature the substitution of a public tax, in the form of a moderate 
uniform acreage rate on land instead of the parochial assessments on heredita- 
ments, which at present are made according to old valuations no longer appro- 
priate or applicable, and under which the increasing difficulties of the plantation 
estates are gradually rendering the assessments unproductive and incapable of 
being enforced. I shall have shortly a better opportunity than this of ex- 
plaining fully my views as to an uniform land rate; and I will only add here 
that I regard it as the main resource of the colony, and that if it were now to 
be made the basis of the revenue system, it appears to me that the colony, with 
reasonable assistance from the parent state, might be speedily restored to a 
sound condition of finance and to general prosperity. 

9. The methods, however, which have been adopted by the Assembly have 
been those of augmenting the import duties and the rum duties and of imposing 
an income tax both for public and for parochial purposes, and of eking out the 
revenue by issues of island cheques and new certificates under the name of 
exchequer bills; and the most important result of all this has been a con- 
siderable increase of the public debt, so that it now amounts to between 
700,000/. and 800,000/. 

10. It seems to me to be highly desirable that some rule should be laid down 
by competent authority for this colony as it exists in the British Parliament, 
and as it was enacted by the Imperial Parliament for Canada in 1840 by the 
Act 3 & 4 Victoria, c. 35, that all bills for the appropriation of any tax or 
impost must be recommended by message of the Governor. At all events and 
at any rate it appears to be necessary that some more convenient restric- 
tion should be put upon the augmentation of the public debt than the veto of 
the Governor, to which I felt it to be my duty and to be necessary to have 
recourse at the close of each of the two last sessions of the Colonial Legislature ; 
on which occasions, with the certainty of incurring much odium, and at the 
risk of being made responsible for the impending embarrassments of the colonial 
Treasury, I retused to allow the bills to come into operation, although they had 
passed the other branches of the Legislature, by which the Crown would have 
been made a party to the raising of 450,000/. by loan without having any real 
power of preventing abuses in the borrowing of it, or of enforcing either the 
appropriate application of it or of the provisions for the redemption of the 
loan and the payment of interest in the meantime. Considering the vast 
colonial possessions of the empire and the rapidly increasing importance of 
them, and the impossibility that in the present age they should bear to be 
deprived of the benefits of that system of credit-capital which has been the 
most peculiar feature of society and government for the last hundred years, and 
is now the greatest political power of the human race, the present state and 
future progress of the public debts of the British colonies, and the connexion 
of them with the original and intrinsic value of the soil prior to and distinct 
from the application of capital, are subjects of high interest and of great 
difficulty, and an opportunity, which is free from immediate dangers and so far 
is convenient, is now presented for taking them into timely consideration. 

11. It appears to me that either of two courses may be taken by the Home 
Government in relation to this colony. The first involves an active and 
efficient support of the planting interest, and I ventured to point out in my 
despatch, Jamaica, No. 51, 10th June 1852, the principal steps which in my 
opinion ought for that purpose to be taken. I am impressed with a conviction 
that they not only would restore this island to a prosperous condition, but if 
they should be extended as a general plan to the other colonies would animate, 
strengthen, and consolidate the whole empire. By a different course the 
planters, and the merchants connected with them, may be finally informed that 
the general policy of the empire requires that colonial produce should be per- 
manently subjected to the same import duties in the United Kingdom as the 
produce of foreign states, and that they must rely wholly upon themselves and 
upon their own resources, but may reduce the public expenditure to the limit 
to which they may annually choose to raise their taxes. ‘The consequences of 
such an intimation in Jamaica I fear would be the immediate abandonment of 
a large portion of the plantations and a slow decay and extinction of the rest ; 
and a gradual departure and dwindling away of the European inhabitants of 
any influence or consideration. But in such a state of things I am far from 
asserting that exertions of the power of England might not preserve the island 
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both from foreign attack and from intestine destruction. I believe, however, 
that the character, the uses, and the destiny of the colony would be entirely 
changed, and that the government of it, taking all consequences into calcula- 
tion, would in reality be far more costly than by the other course, and could 
not possibly tend within any assignable period to such favourable results ; 
whilst for the present, and for an indefinite time, if there were not a temporary 
ruin there would be a nearly total eclipse. 

12. As the period of my government of Jamaica is understood to be near its 
close, it is my present intention not to assemble the Colonial Legislature for 
the despatch of business before November, and to direct their attention then 
principally to the renewal of the acts which would expire before the end of the 
year, and to making a provision for the return passages of the coolie labourers, 
and to one or two other matters which I have been instructed to bring to their 
notice ; and, unless I should be otherwise directed by the Secretary of State, I 
think it will be the most expedient course that I should not urge the Legisla- 
ture to enter upon any momentous business before Christmas, by which time 
they probably will have learnt what is the inclination of the Home Government 
in relation to their memorials of the last session, and may have the advantage 
of meeting a Governor who will have been recently and personally in communi- 
cation with the Secretary of State. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES EDWARD GREY. 

The Right Hon. Sir J. Pakington, 

&e. &e. &c. 


Enclosure 1. 


Sir, Custom House, August 20, 1852. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of. your letter, dated the 17th 
instant, No. 1,082, conveying the Governor’s directions that we should furnish certain 
returns therein mentioned in time for the next packet. 

We herewith have the honour to enclose the following returns, viz.— 

No. 2. A comparative statement of the total import and tonnage duties collected in the 
quarters ended 5th January, 5th April, and 5th July 1852 and 1851. 

No. 3. A similar return of the tonnage of vessels entered. 

No. 4. A similar return of the staple exports of the island. 

We deem it right to draw his Excellency’s attention to the circumstance of the 
difference in the amount of tonnage duty as compared wivu the number of tons entered, 
and which arises from the number of vessels importing coals both from the United 
Kingdom and America for the use of the steam vessels ; such coal vessels not paying any 
tonnage duty, and varying also in number in the different quarters. 


We have, &e. 
T. F. Pilgrim, Esq. (Signed) J. G. Swainson, Collector. 
&e. &e, W. G. FREEMAN, Controller. 


PORT OF KINGSTON, JAMAICA. 


No. 2. 
A Statement of the Amount of Import and Tonnage Duties collected at the several 
Ports in this Island during the Quarters ended 5th January, 5th April, and 5th July 
1852, as compared with the like Periods during the Year 1851. 


Period. Import Duties. Tonnage Duties. 

ee. ‘di & ae ad. 

Quarter ended 5th January 1852 - - - - 35,152 0 O 4,088 6 2 

” » 1851 - - 41,9385 10 O 4,493 8 7 

” 5th April 1852 - - - 35,665 3 1 4,059 14 2 

» 2 1851 - ” ~ - 36,586 6 2 4,960 9 I 

. 5th July 1852 - - - - 86,805 18 9 4,191 1 7 

» PA 1851 - - - 87,767 IT Fi §,2138 3 2 
Custom House, Kingston, Jamaica, J. G. SwArnson, 

August 20, 1852, Collector. 


W. G. FREEMAN, 
Comptroller. 
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Memoranpvum of the Number of Tons exempt from Duty in consequence of the Vessels 
importing Coals either from “ Great Britain” or the “ United States of America,” for 
the Use of the several Steam Vessels and Packets entering the Port of Kingston. 


Number of Tons, 


Period, 
Great Britain. United States, 
Quarter ended 5th January 1852 - - - 2,032 2,675 
“ A 1851 Y : 565 354 
s 5th April 1852 - - 2,860 2,188 
er 5, 188% P Soe ee 1,719 1,537 
Py Sth July 1852 - - 3,608 1,914 
< » 1851 i Lie 4 1,491 383 
Custom House, Kingston, Jamaica, J. G. SwaArnson, 
August 20, 1852. Collector. 
W. G. FREEMAN, 
Comptroller. 


No. 3. 


A Return showing the Amount of Tonnage (inwards) into this Island during the Quarters 
ended the 5th January, 5th April, 5th July 1852, as compared with the like Periods 
for the Year 1851. 


Period. Number of Tons, 


Quarter ended the 5th January 1852 - - 30,648 
a Fr 1851 - - - 24,769 
+> 5th April 1852 - - - 28,765 
ee as 1851 ” - - 28,669 
a5 5th July 1852 - - - 22,662 
. » 3881 " : a 28,112 
Custom House, Kingston, Jamaica, J. G. SwAInson, 
August 20, 1852. Collector. 
W. G. Freeman, 
Comptroller. 
No. 4. 


A Return showing the staple Exports of this Isiand during the Quarters ended the 5th 
January, 5th April, and 5th July 1852, as compared with the like Periods for the Year 
1851. 


Sugar. Ginger. Pimento, Coffee, 
Period. 
a Pi 
Hhds. |Tierces, |Barrels. | Punchs, | Hhds. 4 Casks. | Bags. 4 Bags. | Pounds. 

Quarter ended 5th’ 

January 1852 - | 1,958} 265 70 | 1,348 Pi 6 5 | 189 | — |18,856] 136,206 
Quarter ended 5th 

January 1851 - 719 80 68 | 962; 5] 4 44 2 114 |14,236} 131,897 
Quarter ended 5th 

April 1852 - | 7,3382| 822] 619 |2,734 | 49| 15] 210] 377 | — {15,644 |3,016,833 
Quarter ended 5th 

April 1851 - | 8,174] 1,023 | 1,087 |3,604 | 37 | 11] 472] — | 6 | 6,035 /1,778,423 
Quarter ended 5th 

July 1852 - 114,543 | 2,049 | 1,825 |6,403 |101 |311 | 2,685 | 2,571 | 3 | 4,938 |3,201,269 
Quarter ended 5th 

July 1851 - 118,518 | 2,014 | 1,825 | 5,012 | 46 | 17 | 1,083 | 3,211 | - | 3,115 |1,698,553 
Custom House, Kingston, Jamaica, J. G. SWAINsoN, 

August 20, 1852. Collector. 


W. G. FREEMAN, 
Comptroller. 
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Enclosure 5. 


SraTEMENT of Cash Receipts and Payments of the Public of Jamaica, for the Year ending October 10, 1851. 


REVENUE: 
Import Duty Act = - - - - 
Customs Tonnage Act - - 
Gunpowder Tonnage Act - 
Lighthouse Tonnage Act - 
Tax on tonnage, Forts and Fortifications Act 
Transient poor’s or peegral se tax on tanage 
Health officer’s fees 
Land Tax Act - 


Tax on stock, trade, wheels, &e. (poll me) 1849, and pre. 


vious - 

Rum Duty Act - - - - 

Stamp Duty Act - - 

coe 8 proportion of seizures - 
he Ordinary’s fees - - 

Dosket fees - - - - 

Fees of the Chief Justice 

Ditto, Registrar of the Court of Chancery 

Fines at Court, forfeited recognizances - 

Public taxes, poll and land, 1850 - 

Ditto ditto 1851 - 


Less, duties refunded and reliefs 
Immigration Act, 13 Vict. cap. 30. - 


Highways and Beiges, Conenieeimncts of : 
Cornwall s 
Surrey - = = = 


Deposits bearing interest: 
Court of Chancery - - - 
Curates’ fund = - - 
Jamaica Life Assurance Company 
Savings banks = - 5 
Rector’s fund = 
Jamaica Orphan Asylum - & 


Deposits not bearing interest: 
Insolvent’s deposits, Cornwall = - 
Ditto Middlesex - 
Ditto Surrey - - 


Island cheques, 1848 and 1849, issue - 


i eee We Whee BA ge 


d. 2.) @ 
9 
0 
9 
3 
0 
10 
0 
8 
6 
ll 
7 
0 
0 
ir 
6 
6 
1 
7 
10 
6 | 209,379 8 
0 113 10 
75:"9 
15,444 7 
4,353 6 
8,490 0 


. da 


» 


oe, 


PAYMENTS. 

In the collection of the revenue : 
Clerks of vestries, for duplicate public rolls - - * 
Collecting constables salaries - - - cd - - 
Customs Tonnage Act, salaries of officers - - 
Import Duty Act, salaries of officers and contingencies - - 
Receiver General’s salary = 

contingencies, clerks’ salaries, wages, rent of office, stationery, &e. 

Sub-collectors’ salaries, for collecting ton: 

Stamp Act, Commissioners, deputy receivers, and clerks niin contingencies, “ke. 


Civil : 
Annuitants under various laws 
Lighthouse contingencies - - = = te = 
Miscellaneous expenditure = - - - - 
Police, pay, &e.  - - - - - - - - 
Premium on stock - = S = 5 
Printing - S - = = ‘. - - & 
Public hospital - - - - - £7,790 16 
Less, amount received - - = “ 120 14 


Roads and bridges, grants - - - 5 EB 
Health Officers Act - - 


ore tone 1 


Tax on tonnage, for forts and fortifications Commissioners’ orders for gunners pay, 


&e. &e. &e.  - “ = 
Fees on Private Bills, House of Assembly, - - - & ‘lo 2 
Less received - - - - - 36 0 
Constabul::ry Bill - - - - = - 
Dispensary Act - - - 
Commissioners of highways and bridges, Cornwall, 1851 - - £151 14 
Middlesex, 1851 - 245 18 
Surrey, 1851 - - 450 0 


Interests, annual grants to public institutions, ae. ; 
Botanic garden ; bath: grants - - - = - 
Directors of the Milk River bath : grants - - sh Dy 
Physician of the Milk River bath : grant - - - = 
Directors of the Saint Thomas bath: grants - = - 
Physician of the Saint Thomas bath: grant - = - 
Interest on island loan, exchequer bills, charities, deposits, &e. - - 


Ecclesiastical : 
Apparitor to the bishop: salary - - - = 
Rectors’ stipends - - - = Fa é a 4 
Curates’ stipends - = 5 & 
Registrar of the diocese : salary and grants - - - = 


ie cts: ad. 
1,339 0 0 
3,225 0 0 
12,635 7 0 
3,141 13 4 
3,375 0 0 
1,136 6 3 
299 12 2 
1,126 11 5 
1,042 5 0 
1,406 11 6 
986 8 57 
13,620 8 0O 
41 0 0 
5161 5 11 
7,670 1 9 
4,733 0 0 
1,398 3 0 
717 8 2 
74 2 0 
3,629 16 8 
j 80 0 0 
847 12 0 
600 0 0 

j 306 19 1 
60 0 0 
92 110 
60 0 0 
25,852 2 4 
30 0 0 
11,049 9 O 
19,581 0 0 
876 5 38 


ee 


‘VOIVANVE 


26,278 10 2 


41,408 2 7 


26,971 3 38] 


81,086 14 3 


oP 
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Exchequer bills, 13 Vict. cap. 25. - = 
Island cheques, 25th October 1850; cholera purposes 
Island cheques, 26th November 1850 ; cholera purposes 
Exchequer bills, 14 Vict. cap. 30.; cholera purposes 


7,650 
5,000 
10,000 
37,500 


C— en — es — Se — 


Mili 


Telind storekeeper’s salary - - - “ 


Militia law: marshal’s pay, &c. &c. - - 
His Excellency the Governor: for repairs of arms in arsenal - ~ 


On Omer inert 


Judicature: 
Clerk of the Crown: salary and grants - - ~ - 
Crown solicitor: law bill, &c. - - - - 
Crown witnesses and pevepontions: orders of judges - - - 
Judges’ salaries - - - s 
Court of Vice Admiralty: grants, clerks’ j Pay - - - 
Penitentiaries: general and female - - - £9,663 21 
Less received = : - 1,015 6 
Prisons - - - - - - - - £13,566 8 
Less received - - - - 8817 
Insolvent Act: official assignees’ salaries - 
Registrar of the Court of Chancery: salary, clerks’ pay, ‘and contingencies ‘of office - - 
Supreme and Assize Courts: pay “ clerk, ateneey. pears aes &e. - 
Public interpreter’s salary i 
Deputy marshals: grants - - - = £ Pie - 
Assembly: 


The Speaker: salary, 200/.: grant, 3001. 
Cc ioners of public accounts: clerks’ pay, &c. - - - 


Offic&® of the House of Assembly: salaries, &c. - - - 


Government: 


His Excellency the Governor’s salary - - - = 
Secretary’s salary - = - 


” ” 


The Governor and Council: 


Four quarters to 10th October 1851 - - - - - 


Parochial, transferred to the public: 


Boards of Health, 14 Vict. caps. 1. and 2., 14,9551. ; 


Clerks of vestries: salaries - - - - - - 
Clerks of peace: ditto - - - - 
Criers of courts of — sessions: ditto - - - - 
Coroners Act - - 

Ditto and medical witnesses: " grants ndlar Poll Tax ‘Act - - 
Inspectors of weights and measures: salaries -. - - = 
Magistrates’ clerks; ditto - - 


29,9701. 14s. 3d.; cap. 60., 922. 18s. ‘6d. 


Committees of health: (Resolution Commissioners’ public accounts) - - 


14 Vict. cap. 30. a spa 


965 10 0 


45,362 1 7 


4,240 6 10 


6,120 2 2 
6,000 0 0 


188,382 10 10 


13,770 10 7 


45,918 12 9 


“VOIVAVE 
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REVENUE—continued. 


In the hands of Messrs. Thomson, Hankey, and Co., London, 
10th October 1850, to meet interests and other — 


against the public - - = = 


Cash in chest, 10th October 1850 - Z + 


1,662 0 11 


4,878 5 1 


Enclosure 5. continued. 
Statement of Cash Receipts and Payments of the Public of Jamaica, for the Year ending October 10, 1851—continued. 


PAYMENTS—continued. 


Immigration Act, 13 Vict, Cap. 30: 
Immigration, American “ - - - - . | 
Immigration, Coolie - - - - - - - - = 


Grants: 

Board of Education <- - 
Lunatic asylum, building account = + - - ~ 
Metcalfe testimonial = - - - - - - - = 
Penitentiary: building account - - - - - = 
Presbyterian kirk: Kingston - - - - - - - 
Assembly: library committee - - - - s 
Commissioners: statistical essays on parishes - - - - 
Immigration - - - - - - - 
Kingston Harbour - - - , 
Iron bridges: Trelawny - - - - - a Se 
Police: to late inspectors - - - - - - = 
Unpaid at 10th October 1850 ~ - - - - = 
Sundry under 14 Vict. cap. 61. eer - - - - 


Deposits at interest: 


£/299,546 6 10 


‘VOIVAYE 


ee 8 id. 2 «dd 


894 14 8 
100 14 6 
1,091 7 2 


_ 
c—] 
= 
) 
~ 


~ 
oO 
— 
= 
~ 
ANoonwonorone 


~ 
oO o 
o So 
_ 
KFOCOONCDOFONNK#OSO 


10,538 13 11 


260,196 9 11 


Loan: 8 Vict. - - - - - « - - 1,000 0 O 
Court of chancery deposits - - - - - -| 2850 9 4 
Sayings bank deposits - - - : - - - 3,035 13 7 
Rectors’ fund - - - - - - - - 141 9 6 
Curates’ fund - - - - - ~ - - 479 12 4 
Jamaica mutual life assurance society - = - - -] 3,300 0 0 
: f 10,807 4 9 
Deposits not bearing interest: 
Insolvent deposits: Cornwall - - - - - - 2,588 6 9 
Ditto Middlesex - - - - - - - 72613 8 
Ditto Surrey = - - - - - - =| 1,651- 1 10 
Trustees of the ferry road - - - - - - 82 2 4 
ss river road - - - - - - 84 0 9 
5,082 5 4 
Iron bridges: 11 Vict. cap. 17: loan: Trelawny =, - - - -{ 1,000 0 
———| 1,000 0 0 
Island cheques: old currency issue: destroyed - - - - = 440 
1841: sterling issue - - - - - - - 101 0 0 
1848 and 1849: ditto - - : = i SS 3,485 0 0 
—| 3,590 4 0 
Tn the hands of Messrs. Thomson, Hankey, and Co. London, sig October 1851: to meet jee 
interests and other claims against the public - - - - 1,485 4 6 |280,676 4 0 
—_— 1,485 4 6 
1,662 0 11 
Cash in chest: 10th October 1851: Exchequer bills, 14 Vict. cap. 30, £7,615 0 0 
4,878 5 1 2. ee island notes, &c. - - - 9,769 18 4 
—————_| 17,384 18 4] 17,884 18 4 


———$—$—$—— 


£| 299,546 6 10 


bP 
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Enclosure 5. continued. 


Statement of Cash Receipts and Payments of the Public of Jamaica, for the Year ending October 10, 1851—continued. 
Epitome of the foregoing. 


RECEIPTS. Bow. te £ Pees 
Revenue - - - - |209,879 8 4 
Island cheques : Chihews, porposes: 25th October 1850, ” 5,000h,; 
26th November 1850, 10,0007. - - | 15,000 0 0 
Exchequtr bills: cholera purposes: 14 Viet. « cap. 30. - - | 37,500 0 0 
SE py A 
Immigration - - - - - - - - -/| - - - 113 10 0 
Highways and bridges - - - -{ = - - 75 9 0 
Exchequer bills: 13 Vict. cap. 25. - . = hee . - 7,650 0 0 
269,718 7 4 
Deposits bearing interest - ~ < = Sh ce ie - 15,444 7 2 
Deposits not bearing interest - - - oi - 4,353 6 4 
Island cheques: issued - - - - a ea - 3,490 0 0 
293,006 0 10 
In the hands of Messrs. a Hankey, = Oe is 
10th October 1850 - - - S 1,662 011 
294,668 1 9 
In the chest, 10th October 1850 - - - -| - - - 4,878 5 1 
£299,546 6 10 


Public Treasury, Kingston, 2d December 1851. 


PAYMENTS. 


In the collection of the revenue 
Civil - - - 


Interests, &c. - 


Ecclesiastical - - 


Judicature - 
Military - - 
Assembly - - 
Government - 
Governor and council 


Ordinary expenditure - 


Parochial, transferred to the ie 


Boards of health - 
Committees of health 


Immigration, 13 Vict. cap. 30. 


American, 
Coolie 


Grants, &c. - 


Casual expenditure - - 


Ordinary and casual expenditure 


Deposits at interest - 
Deposits not bearing interest 


Iron bridges, Trelawny: loan, 11 Viet cap. a 


Island cheques, destroyed 


In the hands of Messrs. Thomson, Hankey, and Co., 10th October 1851 


In the chest, 10th October 1851 


£& 


- | 26,278 
- | 41,408 
- | 26,971 
- | 31,036 
. - | 45,362 
: 965 
-| 4,240 
-| 6,120 
- | 6,000 


z - | 188,382 
13,770 


£45,018 12 9 
900 0 0 


45,918 
394 14 8 
100 0 0 
1,091 7 2 


13 


a 
tan} 


_ 
ownoonwwnhd 


a 
So 


188,382 10 10 


71,813 19 1 


= |260,196 


- | 10,807 
- 5,082 
5 1,000 
= 3,590 


280,676 


: 1,485 
282,161 


8 


17,384 18 


Co oono 


4 


£/ 299,546 6 10 


A. Barcxiay, Receiver General. 
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HONDURAS. 


(No. 1.) No. 7. 


Cory ofa DESPATCH from Governor the Right Hon. Sir C. E. Grey 
to Earl Grey. 
King’s House, Jamaica, 
January 12, 1852. 
My Lorp, (Received February 9, 1852.) 
' Wrru reference to your Lordship’s despatch, Honduras, 1851, July 12, 
No. 121, I have the honour to lay before your Lordship a copy of a despatch 
from Her Majesty’s Superintendent in Honduras, together with a report on the 
Blue Book of Honduras for 1850, received here on the 30th ultimo. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES EDWARD GREY. 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, 
&. &.  &c. 
(Executive.—No. 35.) Enclosure 1. 


Government House, Belize, 
Sir, December 4, 1851. 

In compliance with the request contained in your despatch No. 48, of 
the 5th September last, I have the honour to forward a report upon the annual 
Blue Book for 1850; but I must beg your Excellency to be good enough to 
bear in mind that I was not in this settlement during auy part of that year. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) P. E. WODEHOUSE. 
The Right Hon. Sir Charles E. Grey, G.C.H. 
&c. &e. &e. 


P.S.—I have forwarded the report in duplicate, with the view of enabling 
your Excellency to send one copy at once to the Secretary of State, if you 
should be desirous of so doing. 


Enclosure 2. 
Report on the Brus Boox of British Honpuras for 1850. 


Taxes, Duties, &c. 


By the tariff which came into operation on the 1st March 1850, the import 
duty upon various articles was considerably increased. ‘That on sugar and 
coffee was raised from 4s. to 8s. per 100 lbs.; on tea, from 1 per cent. ad 
valorem to 6d. per lb. ; on beer and similar articles, from 1 per cent. ad valorem 
to 6d. per gallon ; on tobacco, from 4s. to 6s. per 100 lbs.; on segars, from 
4s. to 9s. per 1,000; on lumber, from 1 per cent. ad valorem to 8s. per 1,000 
feet ; and it was enacted, that in calculating the duty of | per cent. ad valorem 
upon “ unrated articles” the charges should be added to the prime cost, and 
that 100/. sterling should be reckoned as 500 dollars, instead of, as before, 420 
dollars. In no case, however, did the duty imposed exceed that levied in 1847, 
after which year the Legislature so reduced the tariff as to involve the settle- 
ment in considerable embarrassment. Since the year 1847, likewise, the dura- 
tion of the tariffs has been limited to one year, and great changes, with little or 
no previous notice, have in consequence been made in various instances. 
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Fees, 


No alteration has been made for some years in the fees levied under the 
authority of different local enactments. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


The revenue exceeds that of 1849 by 875/. The principal items upon which 
there is an increase are, sugar 342/., beer 345/., lumbe 182/., unrated articles 
‘2371. ‘These may be attributed to the increased rates ot duties ; but the largest 
item of increase is under the head of tonnage, 1,013/. This arises entirely from 
the greater number of vessels entered during the year. The rate is two shillings 
per ton, and is intended to include light dues. There is, on the other hand, a 
large falling off, viz., 1,094/., under the head of spirits, caused by decreased 
importation. Indeed, during the last few years the distillation of spirits has 
extended considerably here. No excise duty is levied, and unless some altera- 
tion of the law in this respect takes |e the settlement must be prepared to 
sustain the permanent loss of much of the revenue now derived from the duty 
on spirits imported. 


The expenditure shows a decrease, as compared with that of 1849, of 9211/.; 
but it will be seen that of that amount 638/. arises from the diminished outlay 
on public works ; and it is matter of regret that not only have many public 
buildings become dilapidated from want of funds for their repair, but that the 
settlement is liable for debts for such works, 


Local Revenues. 


There are no local revenues of any sort, and a strong feeling has hitherto 
existed against the imposition of rates for any municipal or local purpose. 


Military Expenditure. 


Up to 1850, a militia force was maintained at the expense of the settlement; 
but considerable differences of opinion then arose in the discussion of a proposed 
Militia Bill, the result of which was the repeal of all former enactments on the 
subject, and the disbandment of the force. So long as the detachments of the 
Royal Artillery and West India regiments continue to be stationed here, there 
appears to be no necessity for attempting to re-establish the militia. 


Under present circumstances, the settlement is subjected to no charge on 
account of the military expenditure. 


Council and Assemblies. 


The settlers have for some time been pressing upon the consideration of Her 
Majesty’s Government the necessity for reforming the constitution of the legisla- 
tive body termed the Public Meeting ; and their requests are still under considera- 
tion. ‘The present system is most defective. No power of dissolution is vested 
in the Crown, but the members at their election are required to prove posses- 
sion of 300/.; and if twenty-five votes are recorded in their favour they are 
elected for life. The qualification of a voter is the possession of 60/., and he is 
required to register and prove his qualification every three years. But so little 
interest is taken in the matter, that there is not at present a sufficient number of 
registered voters to admit of the election of a new member ; and there is fre- 
quently much difficulty in obtaining the attendance of a quorum of the meeting 
for the transaction of business. 


Education. 


I have not yet had sufficient opportunities for forming an opinion upon the 
progress: and prospects of education in the settlement, to render me willing on 
the present occasion to enter into the subject. In the course of 1850 the sum 
of 1,000/. was granted for educational purposes, and the control of the schools 
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supported or assisted by that vote was vested by an enactment in a Board of 
Education then created ; but it must, nevertheless, be confessed that there is an 
apparent indifference on the subject, which is discouraging. 


Imports and Exports. 


It will be seen that the tonnage of the vessels entered inwards during 
1850 amounted to 28,748 tons, of which one third was foreign, against 18,521 
tons, in 1849, of which two sevenths were foreign; but, on the other hand, the 
value of the goods imported in 1850 amounted only to 196,554/., against 
237,8611. in 1849; the proportionate value of the foreign goods imported in 
each year being somewhat more than one fourth of the whole. From the mode 
in which the returns have been kept, it is very difficult to ascertain with 
certainty upon what articles the increase or decrease has arisen. An account is 
kept of the articles imported, which are subject to a specific rate of duty; but 
all others are set down as “ unrated articles,” without distinction ; they com- 
prise all articles of cotton, flax, silk, wool, iron, earthenware, &c. &c. ; in short 
they form much the greatest proportion of the whole of the imports; and the 
difficulty of arriving at any precise conclusions respecting them is increased by 
the fact, that the same things are in one year rated, in the next unrated, and in 
the third perhaps rated again. 

The tonnage entered outwards in 1850 amounted to 23,935 tons, of which 
about one fourth was foreign, against 18,626 tons in 1849, of which less than 
one third was foreign. But the value of the exports in 1850 was only 261,015/., 
against 301,888/. in 1849. The great decrease is in cochineal, and may be 
taken at 50,000/. None of it, however, is the produce of this settlement, but 
it comes entirely from the States of Central America. It is brought here in 
coasting vessels, and is now for the most part forwarded by the monthly mail 
steamers to England. No duty is levied here either upon the import or export ; 
but the merchants of Belize make a charge of one dollar on each bale (of the 
value of about 30/ ) which passes through their hands. In the main exports of the 
produce of this settlement there is a considerable increase; viz. upon ma- 
hogany, 16,00U/., and upon logwood, 6,000/. ‘There is also a greatly increased 
export of sarsaparilla; but this, like the cochineal, comes from the Central 
American States, principally Honduras. Its value in this market is about 
6d. per Ib., and the quantity exported has risen from 23,000 Ibs. in 1848 to 
160,000 Ibs. in 1849, and to 432,000 Ibs. in 1850. 


Agriculture. 


There is little disposition on the part of what has been hitherto the permanent 
population of the settlement to turn their attention to agricultural pursuits, 
beyond the cultivation of small pieces of land producing little more than enough 
for the consumption of their proprietors. Within the last few years, however, 
two or three sugar plantations have been established; besides which, the 
Spaniards who have been driven by civil disturbances out of Yucatan, and have 
settled in our territory, are almost entirely an agricultural population. They 
have resorted to the cultivation of sugar and tobacco (both of which appear to 
thrive), in addition to that of Indian corn, plaintains, and other vegetables ; and 
there is little doubt that if they determine upon permanently locating them- 
selves within this settlement we may look for a considerable increase in its agri- 
cultural produce. 

P. E. Wopruovse. 
Government House, Belize, 
4th December 1851. 
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Extract from Lieut-Governor Nissett’s Report on the Blue Book of 1851. 


INDEX. 

Paragraphs. Paragraphs, 
Agriculture - - - '74to 78 | Manufactures - - - 72 : 
Banks - - - - 16&17]| Nature of Rock - - - 99 
Climate - - - - 57 to 65 | Population - - - 73 
Commerce - - - 79 to 98 | Poor and infirm - - - 66 to 71 
Ecclesiastical - - - 21 to 29 | Public Works - - - 18 & 19 
Education - - - - 30 to 56 | Revenue and Expenditure - - 1lto8 
Legislation - - - 20 Revenue, local - - - 9told 


(No. 12.—Executive. ) 
Government House, Nassau, 
May 8, 1852. 
Sir, (Received July 12, 1852.) 

I nave the honour herewith to forward to you the Blue Book for the 
colony for the year 1851, together with a report which I have prepared to 
accompany the same. : 

I have, &c. 
(Signed ) C. R. NISBETT, Lieut.-Governor. 


The Right Hon. Sir John S. Pakington, Bart. 


Report on the Biue Boox for the year 1851. 


Taxes. 
Tue rate of taxes and duties remain the same as last year. 


Revenue. 


2. The amount of revenue credited as received from various sources in the 


year 1851 was 26,1051. 3s. 6d., exceeding the amount collected in the previous 
year by 5131. 14s. 


3. ‘The apparent increase of revenue arose principally from increased impor- 
tations and other causes specified in the comparison of revenue. 


Debt of the Colony. 


4. The present debt of the colony, after deducting the liabilities of the Turks 


Islands government, is 18,'787/. 13s. 10d., for the forbearance of which interest 
at the rate of 5/. per 100/. is payable quarterly. 


Expenditure. 


5. The total expenditure for 1850 was 29,451. 9s. 1d.; for 1851, 
25,068/. 3s. 8d.; making a decrease of expenditure of 4,3831. 58. 5d. 3; 
but, notwithstanding the diminished expenditure and increase of revenue, 
a loan to the extent of 1,500/. had to be resorted to, under pressure at the 
Nassau treasury, at one period of the year, under: the authority of an Act 
of the previous session, limited to the then current year, which contemplated 
such a contingency, to prevent embarrassment in the educational department 
and departments of the public service generally, and customary expenditure for 
public works. The improved financial prospects, together with some reduction 
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of expenditure in the prison department connected with convicts, have caused 
the omission by the House of Assembly of authority to borrow money in the 
session commencing February 1852. 


6. There appears to be reasonable grounds for expecting that the revenue 
may be henceforth equal to the expenditure, without resorting to a loan. 


7. Governor Gregory, in his opening speech to the Colonial Legislature on 
the 3d February last, congratulated that body on the prosperous condition of 
the export trade of the colony, stating that ‘*the value of sponge exported in 
«© 1850 was in round numbers 5,700/., while last year it increased to 14,000/. 
“ The total value of fruit exported in 1849 was 8,000/., while in 1851 it reached 
12,600/. ;” and that the value “ of salt, the other important export of the colony, 
“ reached last year 16,5001.” 

8. In his closing speech to the Bahama Legislature, on the 25th March, 
Governor Gregory said,—‘* On opening the session I adverted with great 
** satisfaction to the large increase in our export trade of fruit, salt, and sponge. 
* In due time this will re-act upon our import trade, and I shall therefore leave 
“‘ the colony for a time, with the comfort of reflecting that its finances are 
“ decidedly improving in every way, and I do not despair of seeing the day, 
“ before I finally quit this Government, when our revenue will be found 
“ to be nearly, if: not quite, as large as it was before the separation of Turks 
“ from the Bahama Islands.” 


LOCAL REVENUES. 


9. These consist of proceeds of sales of Crown land, duty on wood cut off of 
Crown land, amount, of commutation for quit-rents surrendered, and rental 
of turtle ponds. 


10. The sales of Crown land in 1849 amounted to - -£208 18 6 
In 1850 - - : : « - 456 3 83 

In 1851 “ - - - - 906 12 0 

Sales of Land. | 


11. The sale of Crown lands exhibits the increasing ability of the population 
to purchase their own homestead and field for. cultivation; neat cottages and 
other more substantial buildings may be seen springing up at various points of 
the colony, in proof of an increasing successful industry, and corresponding 
comfort. 


Rental of Salt Ponds. 


12. The local rental derived from salt ponds was, for the year 1851, 
£1,731 19s. Old., and this is expended in local improvement of salinas, roads, 
canals, and other works, for the advantage of those interested in salt ponds. 
The islands where these salivas are situated are rapidly improving in importance. 
‘There are at present six salt producing islands, viz., Inagua, Exuma, Long Cay 


(Crooked Island), Rum Cay, Long Island, and Ragged Island. 


Salt. 


13. The total number of bushels of salt raked in these ponds is estimated at 
over one million and a half of bushels; the market for it being principally 
the United States of America, where it is used in curing provisions for long 
voyages or for Europe. 


Fees. 


14, Fees are all regulated by colonial enactments, except the fees and costs 
payable to officers and practitioners in Vice-Admiralty Court, which latter are 
regulated by a scale established under the authority of an Act of Parliament of 
His late Majesty King William the Fourth. 


_ 15. The fees received in the principal departments of Government are paid 
into the Public ‘Treasury, in aid of the revenues of the colony. 
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BANKS. 


16. A statement of the deposits and issues at the public Bank in the seve- 
ral months of the year 1851 will be found in Bahama Blue Book, and shows 
that the average monthly issues were 16,339/., and deposits 16,9687. The 
amount of interest paid over to the Nassau Treasury as profits of Nassau 
Bank have been, in the year 1851, 400/., while in 1850 only 240/. were paid to 
the Treasury on this account. 


17. The increasing usefulness of the banking institution is generally acknow- 
ledged and felt. 


PUBLIC WORKS. 


18. The chief expenditure, beyond the ordinary expenditure annually 
incurred for incidental repairs of roads and public buildings, has been occasioned 
by the erection of a church having accommodation for 130 persons at: ** Sandi- 
lands,” an African settlement in St. Ann’s parish, New Providence, and for a 
bridge called ‘Gregory Arch,” crossing a deep cut, reducing a hill, and 
thereby facilitating the approach to Nassau from the rural settlements of “ Grant 
Town” and * Bain Town,” chiefly populated by labourers of African birth or 
descent. 

19. On the salt producing islands there has been a considerable expenditure, 
as adverted to under the head of local revenues, in the improvement of the 
public roads, canals, drains, &c. in connexion with the respective salt ponds 
thereon, payable out of the rental derivable from allotments leased in the same 
for a period of twenty-one years, with a pre-emptive right to retain the same 
for a further period of ten years on an equitable annual rental, to be ascertained 
at the termination of the first period. Lock-up houses for the temporary 
custody of prisoners committed by local ‘justices have been erected at “ Alice 
Town,” North Bimini, and at “ Glenelg,” Eleuthera. 


LEGISLATION. 


20. There were twenty-one Acts passed in the session of the Bahama Legisla- 
ture ending Ist May 1851 :— 

Ist. Offering a bounty of 1,000/. per annum for approved steam communication 
between Nassau, Bahamas, and the United States of America, which 
Act has as yet been productive of no result. 

2d. ‘To supply the deficiency in number of stipendiary justices, by investing 
in their absence local justices with similar powers. 

3d. Regulating economically and prospectively the stipendiary establishment 
of the Nassau prison. 

4th. Making provision for the administration of justice in the event of the 
chief justice being an interested party to any suit, and for taking the 
renunciation of dower of the wife of the chief justice. 

5th. Authorizing the construction of a tramway from the salt pond at Inagua 
to the shipping place, to facilitate the transport of salt. 

6th. Regulating the stowage of gunpowder, and imposing a small fee to 
defray expense of stowage. 

7th. ‘Taking off an invidious restriction on a retired inspector of police. 

8th. Authorising in certain cases the prospective abolition of the office of 
gaoler at certain out islands. 

9th. Appointment of a tidewaiter at Inagea, and authority to defray boat- 
hire at the Receiver-General’s department. 

10th. For making the convict-station at Inagua more efficient. (The distance 
from the seat of government, and the consequent want of due super- 
vision, rendered this experiment unsatisfactory, and it has since been 
abolished.) 

11th. This Act merely continues for a further period Acts relative to ton- 
nage and exports, and imposes a dutyon derelict goods sold at 
auction. 

12th, authorizes the sale of gaol premises at Harbour Island, and the creation 
of a gaol there on the new site. 

13th, authorizes a hill to be lowered, for the convenience of traffic between 
Nassau and Grant Town and Bain ‘Town, and the cut to be bridged. 


407 


408 


BAHAMAS. 


52 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


- 14th, grants a retiring allowance to the late revenual officer at the port of 

Rum Cay. 

15th. This pes contemplates the prospective reduction of salaries attached to 
certain officers on their becoming vacant. By this Act, when a 
vacancy occurs in the office of Colonial Secretary, a saving of about 
350I. is contemplated to be effected, and when a vacancy occurs in that 
of Colonial Treasurer a saving of about 500/., besides savings on minor 
officers specified in the Act, 

16th. This is the general annual Act for defraying the current and incidental 
expenses otherwise unprovided for. 

17th. This Act also provides for the prospective reduction of the inspector, 
and authorizes an accumulation of interest for the police reward fund. 
It has partially come into operation. 

18th, alters the law for the assize of bread, and merely requires that bread 
shall be sold by weight, and the weight stamped on the bread. 

19th, makes some alterations in the market regulations. 

20th, continues the quarantine law for twelve months. (The Legislative 
Council and House of Assembly having differed on certain principles 
desired to be modified, a new law on the subject, for ten years, has 
since been concurred in.) 


21st, provides for pilotage regulations in the colony. 
ECCLESIASTICAL ESTABLISHMENT. 


21. There are thirteen parishes in the colony. Provision is made by law for 
clerical duty in the whole of them, though in some instances one clergyman has 
several parishes under his superintendence ; and most of the parishes, consisting 
of islands separated by water, have not efficient clerical visitation. 


Number of Churches and Members. 


22. The episcopal churches (Church of England), by the return from the 
Venerable Archdeacon Trew, are nine in number, besides eleven chapels, with 
4,078 church members, among whom there are 988 communicants, and 1,399 
sabbath-school children, besides 858 children in connexion with the day schools. 


Clergy. 


23. In 1851 there were resident in the colony Archdeacon Trew and twelve 
clergymen of the Church of England, one of these clergymen being officiating 
chaplain to the garrison, who has under his spiritual superintendence, as such, 
239 men, 19 women, and 21 children; one Presbyterian minister; five 
Wesleyan missionaries; two Baptist missionaries in connexion with England, 
and others of African descent. 


Presbyterian. 


24. There is a Presbyterian church in Nassau, endowed by the Bahama 
Legislature. 


Wesleyan. 


There are two capacious Methodist chapels in New Providence; one at 
Greenturtle Cay, Abaco; one at Dunmore Town, Harbour Island; and some 
minor ones at other settlements, at Eleuthera, and Abaco. 


Baptist. 


There is also a very capacious Baptist chapel in Nassau in connexion with 
and superintended by a minister of religion sent by the Baptist Society in 
England, and there are also other Baptist chapels in New Providence and the 
provinces, but not all in connexion with the Baptist Society in England. 


Sections of Religion. 
25. The sections of religion into which society is divided in this colony are— 
Ist. Church of England. 
2d. Presbyterian Church. 
$d. Baptists and Anabaptists. 
4th. Methodists. 
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26. The Baptists and Anabaptists are composed, with the exception of the 
minister and a few other persons, entirely of Africans or their descendants. 


27. The other three denominations consist of all classes, though the white 
numerically predominate. 


28. There were 300/. sterling voted by the Legislature in 1851 towards the 
erection of three Methodist chapels. 


29. Parties are not agreed as to the proportionate numbers attached to the 
respective religious denominations which exist in this colony, and it was deemed 
inexpedient to make such somewhat invidious inquiry when the census was 


taken. 
Bishop of Jamaica. 


The Right Rev. Dr. Spencer, Bishop of Jamaica, arrived on his triennial 
visitation to this portion of his diocese at the date of this report (May 8, 1852), 
with his chaplain, in Her Majesty’s steamer Rosamond, Commander Campbell. 


EDUCATION. 
Number of Schools. 


30. There are twenty-one schools in the colony, the expense of which is 
defrayed by funds intrusted by the Colonial Legislature to a board of education, 
composed of the officer administering the government and a committee of the 
Executive Council. 


Number of Scholars. 


31. The number of schoiars taught were 1,857. 
32. The number of teachers were thirty-seven, besides stipendiary pupil- 


teachers, paid monitors, and assistant-teachers, 
Expense. 


33. The following expense is authorized for educational purposes by Colonial 
Act, 10 Vict. cap. 1. :— 


£ 
For general expenditure - - ~ - - 1,150 
For prize books and lending libraries - - - 40 
For pupil-teachers - - - - = 70 
1,260 
In addition to this, the fees (varying from 1d. per week and 
up, according to age,) received from the scholars, are avail- 
able, and may be estimated at per annum - - - 70 
£1,330 


34. A normal teacher and inspector, at a salary of 200/. per annum, is pro- 
vided at the public expense, in addition to the above expenditure, and the 
travelling expenses of such master (also authorized by law) cannot be estimated 
at less than '70/. per annum, and a secretary for the board, at 50/. per annum, 
making a total charge incurred by the Bahama Legislature for educational 
purposes of 1,650/. per annum. 


35. The children pay trifling fees, which in all amounted in 1850 to 
79l. 2s. 11d., added to the resources of the Education Board. 


Salaries. 


36. The salaries of the teachers, exclusive of the normal master, vary. The 
highest salary is 1251, the lowest salary is 271, the latter being for a female 
teacher. 


409 


410 


BAHAMAS. 


54 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


Mode of Instruction. 


37. The mode of instruction is very much based, though not servilely, on the 
British and Foreign Schools Society’s system, with the exception of one at 
Harbour Island, established on the model of Mr. Stowe’s Glasgow ‘Training 
School system. 

38. Owing to the pains that have been taken for the last twenty-five years in 
the education of the black and coloured population, in common with the white 
population, the general intelligence of persons of African descent in this colony 
contrasts favourably with other colonies. 


Salaried Pupil-Teachers. 


39. The system authorized by law of having salaried pupil-teachers, as a 
source from which to obtain future native teachers, works well. 


Religious Instruction. 


40. The 11th, section of the Education Act, 10 Vict. cap. 1., provides that 
the Holy Bible and such other religious and secular works as the Education 
Board may direct shall be the only books or lessons, as the case may be, per- 
mitted to be read in any of the public schools under the Board. It provides 
also that no catechism or sectarian work on the subject of religion be permitted, 
against the use of which in the said schools any regularly ordained minister of 
any denomination of Christians resident in the Bahamas shall protest in writing 
to the Board as objectionable on religious grounds. 

41. Among the rules enjoined by the byelaws for observance by scholars, 
one is to behave quiétly and reverently during prayer and the reading of the 
Holy Scriptures. By the 16th section of the Education Act quoted, ali ministers 
of religion are, among others, declared to be visitors of the public schools 
under the Education Board, and are empowered and invited by the Act to 
correspond with and communicate any suggestions or complaints to the said 
Board. 

42, The 12th and 13th byelaws of the Board relating to religion are as 
follows : 

‘‘ XII. Each teacher, where practicable, is expected to attend some public 
« place of Divine worship on the sabbath or Lord’s day, and also to inculcate 
“ the duty of so doing on their respective pupils, and further to recommend 
such pupils to attend some Sunday school for improving themselves in religious 
“ knowledge, to enable them the better to practice the principles of the Christian 
“ religion. Teachers are requested to inquire and ascertain by communication 
‘‘ with ministers and parents as to the regularity of attendance of each indi- 
*¢ vidual pupil at Divine service, and to minute the same for the information of 
*€ visitors, Education Board, or inspector, as the case may be. 

‘XIII. That the school be opened with the Lord’s Prayer, and closed with 
“ reading a portion of the Scriptures audibly by the teacher, and by singing 
‘« three or more verses of a selected hymn or psalm. ‘That the pupils in the 
“ respective schools be taught also the Decalogue or ‘Ten Commandments, as 
“ part of their reading lessons one day in each week.” 

43. The master of the central school at Nassau reports that the Decalogue is 
taught, under the above rule, every Wednesday regularly, and at two other 
times during the same week, at no stated day. 


44. The parents or other near friends of children admitted to the public 
schools of the colony are required, in their application for admission to such 
schools, to undertake, among other things, that the child shall attend some 
sabbath school “and some public place of Divine worship on the Lord’s day.” 


Agricultural and Horticultural Instruction. 


45. That portion of the 15th byelaw of the Board which provided for 
agricultural or horticultural instruction has been discontinued by the Board, 
from its being expensive and difficult of execution. 

46. The shoe making and tailoring instruction in the male department at the 
central school is in full and satisfactory operation, and needlework in the female 
schools. 
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Grants Town and Bains Town Schools. 


47. There were, and are still, schools in Grants Town and Bains Town, New 
Providence, established by the late zealous and pious Reverend John Woodcock, 
curate of St. Agnes, from his own private resources, numerously attended by 
children of African descent. 


Attendance. 


48. At the public schools of the colony the attendance is daily from nine to 
three, except on Saturday and Sunday. All the school teachers, being lay 
persons, do not attempt to impart any religious knowledge beyond carrying out 
the byelaws, which specifically define their duties in this respect. 

49. With respect to the charge, that in this system of education religious 
knowledge is too little attended to, the difficulty might possibly be solved if in 

‘the division of labour in the school the time for lay instruction were limited to 
four days in the week, and the day thus relinquished from lay instruction 
devoted to the culture of religious knowledge by the ministers of the several 
denominations to which the children or their parents belong, apart from the 
public schools, at such place as the respective ministers might prepare; but it 
would be premature to relinquish one day for religious instruction until corre- 
sponding provision were made for it. 


Garrison School. 


50. At page of the Blue Book is a return inserted from the Rev. Henry 
Macdougall, showing that ninety-two persons, men and children, attend the 
garrison school, of whom sixty-four can read imperfectly, and forty-two can 
write—all imperfectly. 


Private Schools. 


51. The “ Christ Church Grammar School” for classical education, referred 
to in the 10th paragraph of Governor Gregory’s Despatch, No. 1, of January 1, 
1852, on education, has since come into beneficial operation. 

52, There are private seminaries for young ladies and young children of those 
who can afford to pay. 


Library and Museum. 


53. The means of obtaining literary knowledge is facilitated, on leaving 
school, by means of a reading room, library, and museum at Nassau, recognized 
and partially supported by the Legislature (see Bahama Colonial Act, 10 Vict. 
cap. 35). ‘There is a provision in this Act that the library shall include a 
collection of books suitable for a working-man’s library, which shall be made 
available to the labouring classes of the community by a low scale of subscrip- 
tions adapted to their means. 

54. The library contains 1,860 volumes, and there is an addition yearly, or 
semi-yearly, of books selected by the trustees from the catalogues, reviews, and 
other sources of information in their power. 

55. The periodicals and newspapers taken at the reading-room in 1851 were: 
Bentley’s, Belle Assemblée, Dublin University, Frazer's New Monthly, United 
Service, London Quarterly, Edinburgh, Westminster, North British, and 
Blackwood’s Magazines: Newspapers—The Times, Examiner, Atlas, Spec- 
tator, Illustrated London News, Punch, Wilmer and Smith’s European Times, 
New York Weekly Herald, and Nassau Guardian and Bahama Heralds. 


Local Newspapers. 


56. There were three newspapers published at Nassau in 1851, semi-weekly ; 
viz., the Nassau Guardian, the Bahama Herald, the Royal Gazette ; and there 
is one annual Bahama Almanack generally published, and sometimes two, as in 
the present year, 1852, by different editors. 
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CLIMATE. 


57. The summer and winter seasons in the Bahamas are distinctly marked 
by the temperature, as also by the vernal and autumnal seasons, by the former 
and latter rains, by vegetation in spring and fall of the leaf in autumn, 


58. The temperature is generally very grateful from the 1st November to 
Ist May, the north-east, northern, and north-west winds from the continent 
of America imparting an invigorating coolness which enables the resident the 
better to resist the summer heat. The average of the thermometer from Ist 
November to lst May was 76° 25’; from 1st May to 1st November it averaged 
84° 25°. 

59. The winter climate is well adapted for invalids and those liable to pul- 
monary affections, who find the inclement winter of North America too severe 
for them. Many of the first-class citizens and others resort occasionally to 
Nassau for health, and some have taken up their permanent residence at Nas- 
sau, and enjoy that health which is denied them in the United States and British 
North America. 


60. Dr. Samuel H. Cox, a very recent transient visitor from the United 
States, of some eminence, writes of Nassau, on the Ist March 1852, that ‘‘ the 
‘* climate is serene and balmy, fanned by ocean airs, tropical breezes from the 
‘* windward islands for the most part; and in general it is such that, on my first 
“ arrival and experience of it, it seemed ease and luxury to breathe with deep 
‘* exhalations its elastic and grateful atmosphere, with the thermometer at 84° 
“on that day. For pulmonary and bronchial affections, especially, it is the 
“* place of places, as experience testifies in living witnesses.” 


Healthiness of Nassau. 


61. The healthiness of Nassau has been much improved by great attention to 
cleanliness and drainage, and filling in of swampy grounds in the vicinity of 
Nassau.. Some ineffectual attempts had been made in this respect at the com- 
mencement of the present century ; but owing to the enlightened exertions 
of Sir William Colebroke in 1835, when Lieut.-Governor of this colony, the 
Bahama Legislature passed an Act, 5 W. IV. cap. 1., for filling in the worst of these 
swamps ; and this principle has since become a portion of the permanent policy 
of the Bahama Legislature, embodied in an Act, 13 Vict. cap. 21., for securing the 
health of the inhabitants of the colony. Works under this Act have been com- 
menced during the year 1851, and are still in operation. ‘The important work 
of filling in the swamps having been accomplished, the drains, from the mud or 
dirt at the bottom of which at certain states of the atmosphere offensive effluvia 
exhaled, have been attended to and faced and soled with stone under the super- 
intendence of the civil engineer. 


62. Those that have been completed now deliver quickly without sediment 
the voluminous contents of a tropical cloud. 


63. The act quoted grants 200/. per annum for the improvement of the health 
of the inhabitants of New Providence. 


Cholera. 


64. Cholera has at no time visited the Bahamas. 


Births and Deaths. 


65. The following is a return of births and deaths for the year ending 31st 
December 1851 :— 


Cause of Death. 


Births, Deaths. 


Consumption. 
Violent death. 


Other causes. 


Hooping Cough. 


~y 
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POOR AND INFIRM, LUNATICS, AND LEPERS.. 


66. There is an extensive building in New Providence for the reception of 
poor and infirm persons. 


No. of Inmates. 


67. The number of inmates therein during the year 1851 were :— 


Poor and infirm. Lunatics. 


Males. |Females,| Males. |Females, 
22 22 7 
Expense. 
68. Total expenditure of establishment wo = ee  ETOGS 
Deduct expenditure on account of out islands - ~ 230 


The average cost of each inmate, 9d. sterling per day. 


Public Dispensary. 


69. Besides the above provision for mitigating human suffering from poverty 
and disease, the Colonial Act, 9 Vict. cap. 20., reciting that greater facilities should 
be afforded the poorer classes of the community for obtaining medicines and 
medical advice, which establishes a dispensary and provides for medical advice 
to the poor who may be recommended by a minister of any religious denomi- 
nation and by members of Council, has been in operation for the last five years. 


70. Under this Act 1,228 persons were prescribed for, treated, and received 
medicine at the public dispensary at Nassau in the year 1851; the cost of such 
medicine above being estimated at 651. 


71. The keeper of the dispensary receives a salary at the rate of 201. per 
annum, and the medical attendant thereat at the rate of 40/. per annum. 


72. Manufactures, Mines, and Fisheries. 


POPULATION. 


73. The population of the Bahamas, by a census taken in March 1851, was 
13,747 males, 13,772 females; total, 27,519; of whom 8,126 are able to read, 
and of whom 14,076 have been vaccinated, and 375 had had the small pox. 


AGRICULTURE. 
Grants of Land. 


74. There have been ninety-five grants of land, by which 5663 acres were 
granted, and numerous leases of allotments in salt ponds disposed of during the 
year 1851. 


Amount of Purchase. 
75. The net amount of purchase-money for the land was 388/. 12s. 


Cottage System. 


76. The cottage system is very well adapted for settling a country like the 
rocky isles of Bahamas, where the soil is very poor, particularly in the vicinity 
of salt ponds, where the labour of the peasantry is convenient, and available for 
the capitalists engaged in salt-pond operatibns, who, in the seasons, can afford 
wages at a rate varying from 1s. to 3s. per day. 
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Pasturage. 


77. Pasturage and browsing.—Inagua is valuable, not only for its salt ponds, but 
for its pasturage and browsing for cattle. The lignum vite tree abounds, and the 
cattle find abundance of food, not only from natural grasses, but from browsing 
on such of the branches of the numerous lignum vite trees as are within their 
reach, and from the gumilimi and some other native trees which the cattle are 
fond of. 


Cattle. 


Exuma, Green Cay, Long Island, Grand Bahama, the Berry Islands, and 
Watling’s Island, all, more or less, send sheep or cattle or swine to the Nassau 
market. 


Number of Acres granted and vacant. 


78. The number of acres of land in the colony granted to private individuals 
is 277,824 acres, and the number of acres still belonging to the Crown is 
estimated at 1,881,311 acres. 

The average annual rental of allotments in the Inagua salt pond is 1/. 17s. 1d. 
per acre. 

The minimum upset price of town and suburban allotments from homesteads 
at Inagua is 17. 15s. 5d. 


Naturalization of Aliens. 


A law of the colony permits the naturalization of foreigners, on application to 
and consent of the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, which 
consent has been invariably given to applicants of good character who have 
resided twelve months in the colony, at a very inexpensive charge, on their 
taking the oaths of allegiance. 

* * * % * * * 

The free coloured population of the neighbouring continent of America, 
where they remain in a state of comparative degradation, might in this colony 
find, within a few days’ travel by water, a climate adapted to their health, 
institutions encouraging the developement of the mental faculties, and calculated 
to raise them in their own estimation, and enable them to exercise political, 
civil, and social rights and privileges, and to advance themselves and children in 
religious knowledge, moral habits, and general intelligence. 


Inagua has 366,382 actes of ungranted land, available for immigrants, 
among which is fine pasture land, and salinas capable of yielding millions 
of bushels of salt to the industry of man. St. Salvador, the island on which 
the great discoverer of the New World first landed, has 26,690 acres of Crown land 
available for the purpose of immigration. It has also extensive salinas, capable 
of yielding salt. Crooked Island has 79,891 acres of Crown land, and Long 
Island 27,660 acres of Crown land, both latter islands having also valuable 
salinas, capable of yielding much salt, and turtle ponds for breeding turtles. 

* * * * * 


COMMERCE. 


79. The number of ships cleared outwards from the several ports of the 
colony in the year 1851 was 373, containing 36,914 tons, and navigated by 
2,356 seamen; and the number of ships entered inwards was 363, containing 
36,038 tons, and navigated by 2,266 seamen. ‘There have been built thirteen 
vessels, the tonnage of which was 494: tons. 

80. The droging, fishing, and wrecking vessels of the colony give employ- 
ment to no inconsiderable portion of the population of the colony 

81. Wrecking.—The wrecking vessels are a class of fine fast-sailing schooners, 
many of them of beautiful models, the most superior of them being built at 
Green Turtle Cay, Alaco, where the genius of the people is manifested in their 
skill in ship-building, the timbers being principally of native cedar or horse- 
flesh mahogany of a very durable nature, and the planking of a beautifully 
grained yellow pine from North Carolina, one of the southern states of 
America. 
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Wrecking, how conducted. 


82. The wrecking business is conducted on the whole very creditably, and 
these small vessels, and their hardy crews, skilled in diving in deep water, are 
the means of saving annually much valuable property from vessels which 
are stranded or lost on the various reefs, shoals, and coasts of the numerous 
Bahama group, besides no inconsiderable number of valuable lives. The ship 
“‘ Cato,” with upwards of 100 Irish emigrants, was one instance during the year 
1851, the poor female emigrants in this vessel being carefully lifted out in the 
arms of the stalwart wreckers, and placed carefully in a boat, and conducted 
on shore with the utmost compassion and tenderness, and the comfort of all was 
as adequately attended to as practicable. 


83. The wrecking system is regulated by a Colonial Law, 11 Vict. chap. 24., 
which, among other enactments, contains one which relates to passengers, and 
happily makes humanity and interest harmonize instead of clashing. Before 
the passing of this law wreckers who saved passengers had no lien on the cargo 
or vessel for remuneration, the interest of the wrecker was consequently at 
variance with the duty which humanity prescribes, to save life before property. 
The Bahama enactment declares that the wrecking vessel engaged in saving lives 
“* shall be awarded salvage on the wrecked property, in equal proportion with 
** vessels of the same size engaged in saving such property ;” and the master 
of the stranded or wrecked vessel has by law the privilege of selecting among 
the wrecking vessels the most commodious one for the conveyance to port of 
passengers, officers, and crew, with their personal baggage and effects. While 
the Bahama law encourages and rewards good behaviour, it contains some very 
stringent provisions against masters and crews of wrecking vessels acting 
improperly. 


Post Office Money Order System. 


84. The House of Assembly, when last in session, expressed an anxious desire 
that the post office money order system, so extensively convenient in England, 
and so beneficial to retail trade and commerce there, should be extended to the 
Bahamas, and established between London and Nassau. 


85. Governor Gregory made a special report thereon in his Excellency’s 
despatch, No. 13, of 8th March 1852, in the second paragraph of which 
despatch Governor Gregory says, ‘I most fully concur with the House of 
** Assembly in opinion as to the great convenience and important commercial 
“ benefit which would result from the operation of such a system.” 


86. The establishment of such a system would doubtless form an additional 
link in the chain of loyalty which attaches this colony to the mother country. 


Royal Mail Steam Packet Company. 


87. Merchants, and indeed all classes, experienced very much inconvenience 
from the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company altering their route, and leaving 
Nassau out of their new route. 


88. Since then by a new contract, dated 5th July 1850, of the progress of 
which the Bahamians were not aware in time to remonstrate, the mail company 
have employed, during the year 1851, a sailing vessel to bring the outward and 
homeward bound English mails from St. Thomas to Nassau and back. The 
brigantine ‘ Flora Macdonald” was hired by the Royal Mail Steam Packet 
Company to perform this service, and though 100 tons per old admeasurement, 
claimed to pay and did pay her tonnage by new admeasurement, viz. fifty- 
nine tons. 


89. The only sailing vessel authorized by the above contract to be employed 
was one of at least 100 tons burden. 


90. The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company applied to have their fleet of 
steam vessels employed in carrying mails exempted from tonnage dues and fees 
when touching at the Bahamas, and by Colonial Act, 4 Vict. c. 24., such steam 
vessels were exempted accordingly; but the brigantine “ Flora Macdonald,” 
being a sailing vessel, was not so exempt, if carrying cargo, and the Bahama 
Legislature declined to alter the law in favour of sailing vessels, and the master 
or charterers of the ‘ Flora Macdonald” refused to bring merchandise from 
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England, as the steamers had done (as it subjected his vessel to tonnage duty 
and fees), and the community sensibly felt the absence of the great convenience 
they had experienced under the old route. 


91. The sailing vessel has, however, been discontinued, and the small steamer 
« Esk” now plys with the mails between St. Thomas and Nassau; but this 
does not give satisfaction. 


92. Geographically situated as the Bahamas are, contiguous to the United 
States of America, as a reference to the chart of America will show, it has been 
felt here that the Bahama mails would on an average be much more expe- 
ditiously forwarded to their destination to and from England if sent per Canada 
steamers vid New York. Arrived at New York, there are: steam vessels that 
ply semi-weekly between New York and Charleston, and a small steamer 
between Charleston and Nassau would perform the trip in about fifty hours ; 
whereas six days is the usual time taken by the “ Esk” between Nassau and 
St. Thomas. 


93. By their original contract, the mail company undertook to deliver mails 
semi-monthly at Nassau by their large steam vessels. Since their present 
contract, there has been a monthly communication between Nassau and 
England, and the intelligence received by her is generally anticipated by 
arrivals and newspapers from the United States of America. 


94. Comparatively only a small proportion of the European correspondence 
of the Bahamas consequently passes through the post office. A very consider- 
able portion of such correspondence is forwarded by merchant vessels bound to 
Charleston, Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York, to and from the latter ports 
by steamers. 


Liffects of Navigation Law. 


95. Under the operation of the altered British Navigation Law, the Danish 
brig “‘ Helena” entered the port of Nassau in the month of December 1851, 
from London, with a cargo of British goods, and cleared with a cargo of 
colonial and foreign produce. An American vessel also cleared from the 
Bahamas in June 1851, with a cargo of Bahama pine-apples. 


96. And under the operation of the reciprocity produced in the United 
States, Bahama vessels carried from the Spanish Island of Cuba fruit and other 
produce of Cuba to New York and other ports in America, which they could 
not have done while the old Navigation laws were intact. 


Colonial Custom Houses. 


97. There are nine colonial custom houses and ports of entry in the archi- 
pelago which constitute the Bahama government; viz. Nassau, Abaco, Eleu- 
thera, Harbour Island, Little Exuma, Rum Cay, Long Island, Long Cay, 
Crooked Island, and Ragged Island, all estabiished principally for the exporta- 
tion of salt (the principal staple of those islands); except at New Providence, 
Abaco, and Harbour Island; from the three latter places a considerable quantity 
of fruit (pine-apples, oranges, &c.) is exported to either Exgland or the United 
States. 


Lighthouses. 


98. There are four lighthouses in the colony; one at the entrance of the 
harbour of Nassau, on Hog Island, erected and supported by the local govern- 
ment,—a fixed light ; one at the Hole in the Wall, erected and supported by the 
British Government, on the south-east point of the island of Abaco,—a revolving 
light 160 feet above the level of the sea; one at Gun Cay, a revolving light 
80 feet above the level of the sea, erected and supported by the British Govern- 
ment ; and one at Cay Sal, a fixed light, 100 feet above the level of the sea, 
erected and supported by the British Government. 
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NATURE AND DESCRIPTION OF BAHAMA ROCK. 


99. Report of the Honourable John James Burnside, Surveyor-General of 
Lands, made with reference to an inquiry by the Royal West India 
Mining Company. 

‘«* The substratum of the Bahama Islands, as far as it has been developed in 
quarrying or digging of wells for fresh water (the bottoms of the latter being 
generally on a level with low sea-water mark), is sand or limestone, or, adopting 
the opinion of a writer on the geologic formation of the Bahamas, they are 
formed of calcareous rocks, which are composed of coral, shells, madrepores, 
and marine deposits hardened into solid masses in the revolution of ages, and 
the deposits thrown up in regular strata at various periods. In no instance 
within my knowledge have rocks bearing a ‘metallic appearance, or of an unusual 
character, been discovered. 

“The surface stratum is a combination of debris of the rock, exuvie, and 
decayed vegetable matter, in which only extraneous metallic bodies have ever 
been found. 

‘The only island of the group in which I have observed a somewhat 
different feature is ‘Inagua,’ and that not in the geologic formation, so far 
as it meets the eye, but in the water of several of its wells, which, when 
first taken out, has an impure smell and a chalybeate taste, and silver, when 
allowed to remain in it but a short time, becomes tinged as when in contact 


with sulphur.” 
C. R. NESBITT, 
Lieutenant-Governor. 
Nassau, Bahamas, May 8, 1852. 


BARBADOS. 


(No. 20.) No. 9. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Hamitron to the Right Hon. 
Sir Joun S. Paxineton, Bart. 
Windward Islands, Barbados, April 13, 1852. 
Sir, (Received May 8, 1852.) | 
1. I nave the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book of this Govern- 
ment for the year 1851. 
Taxes, Duties, &c. 


2. Following the general example of the other West Indian colonies, an 
attempt has again been made to abolish the duties on imports collected under 
the authority of the Imperial Act. of 1845, and to substitute in lieu thereof and 
of the duties now levied by colonial law one consolidated tariff. The Act intro- 
duced into the Assembly for this purpose proposed to vest the collection of the 
revenue thus to be raised in officers appointed on the spot, in a local Board, as 
it was called. Through some disagreement, however, as to details, the Bill 
was lost in the House, and could not by rule be re-introduced again during the 
session. ‘The imperial duties continue, therefore, to be collected by the officers 
of Her Majesty’s Customs, although the department, from its consisting almost 
wholly of acting officers, is in a very disjointed state. The Lords of the 
Treasury are, of course, unwilling to make appointments from home to offices 
which are threatened every day with abolition. It is greatly to be regretted 
that something is not done towards settling and simplifying the tariff. The 
discussions on the subject have been protracted for several years’; and the 
uncertainty which springs from them must be detrimental to the commerce of 
the island. ‘The necessity of a reference to several schedules to ascertain the 
amount of the different duties on one article, and of a clearance at two separate 
revenue offices of the same vessels and the same articles, must be fraught with 
great mercantile inconvenience ; whilst the public are paying, in the shape of a 
large Customs establishment, thirty per cent. for the collection of their Crown 
duties, in addition to another per-centage on their transfer to the Treasury. 


. 3. The duties on exports were abolished last year. ‘The impolicy of these 
duties is no longer a question ; for, view them in any way, they were undoubtedly 
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burdens on the industry of the country. During the existence of the export 
duties what is called the Militia Tax has been suspended. In days of old every 
person possessed of land or houses was compelled by law to provide for the 
militia one able-bodied man, properly accoutred, for every thirty acres of land, 
and for every house of the yearly value of 100/. In the year 1839 this obliga- 
tion was repealed, and a tax imposed on every proprietor of five acres or more, 
or of houses of the yearly value of 30/., at the rate of a shilling for each acre, 
and of twopence in the pound on the rent of each house ; personal service in the 
militia of a proprietor exempting him from any payment on account of the first 
thirty acres, or of the first 100/. rental. This tax, which, as has been observed, 
was suspended during the operation of the export duties, was, on their being 
dropped last year, revived, and subsequently modified by an Act which abolishes 
all exemptions, and requires every owner of not less than one acre of land, or of 
a house of the value of ten pounds, to pay eightpence for each acre, and two- 
pence in the pound on the rental of his house. It was intended by this measure 
to give some relief to the landed interest, and to get rid of the inequalities of 
the former tax. It received a general support in the legislature, though opposed 
by one or two members, on the ground of the injustice of taxing all land alike, 
without reference to its capabilities,—an objection, by the way, which equally 
applied to the tax in its original shape. 


4. The tax for the maintenance of the roads was last year increased by one 
third. The land now pays for this purpose 9d. an acre; houses, 14d. in the 
pound ; carriages, 20s. each ; and horses, 6s. each. No object can be of greater 
importance to the island than good roads; and Barbados is in this respect far 
better off than any of its neighbours. This island, which is about the same 
size as the Isle of Wight, is intersected by upwards of 200 miles of public 
highways, most of them in excellent order. 


5. Among the permanent import duties levied under the authority of colonial 
law, it will be observed that Muscovado sugar is taxed at 12s. 10d. per cwt., 
and the same article improved 25s. 8d. It is to be regretted that these pro- 
hibitory duties have not been repealed, so far as they concerned the produce 
of other British colonies ; but, judging from the tone in which the subject was 
dis@ussed in the House of Assembly, there is every prospect of their being soon 
revised, although some of the planters seemed to think that it would interfere 
with their local market, and might perhaps affect the high character which their 
own sugar now bears at home. An Act was, however, passed last year, by 
which sugar, molasses, and syrup, the produce of any of Her Majesty’s colonies, 
were allowed to be imported duty free, to be refined for exportation. 


Fees. 


6. Under this head I have to report one very satisfactory arrangement made 
last year. The fees of the clergy on marriages and burials used to be a source 
of great heart-burning and complaint in some of the parishes, and had often the 
effect of placing the pastor in a false position towards his flock. They have all 
been abolished, and the present incumbents have been compensated by a yearly 
payment from the Treasury, calculated upon an average of the fees, not actuall 
received by them, but to which they were entitled by the law. ‘The fees of the 
clerks and sextons still continue, but provision has been made for their ceasing, 
as vacancies occur, and for giving salaries to their successors. 


7. The fees payable to the coroners on each inquest have been also abolished 
prospectively as vacancies occur ; the numbers to be reduced, and fixed salaries 
assigned to the officers to be hereafter appointed. ‘This has been done, not so 
much as a matter of economy, as in the hope of securing a better description 
of person for the office. I know that it has been often urged, that the remune- 
ration of a coroner by fees is likely to lead to a greater vigilance, and to satisfy 
more efficiently the end for which. he is appointed; but on my arrival here 
I was forcibly impressed with the opinion, that the holding of inquests was much 
more frequent than necessary. 


8. The enactment for making sterling the legal money of account created a 
necessity for regulating some of the tables of fees which were in old currency ; 
and advantage has been taken of this, to place those of the magistrates and 
constables on a more simple and reduced footing. 
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Revenue and Expenditure. 


9. The Colonial Treasury is in a most flourishing condition. 'The revenue 
of 1851 has exceeded the expenditure by upwards of 5,000/., and at the close 
of the year there was a balance in the public chest of nearly 17,000/. sterling. 
This prosperous state of things, be it observed, arises from no increase of taxes. 
On the contrary, as I have already remarked, the export duties were abolished, 
and the militia tax, which was substituted for them, was not calculated to yield 
as much, and has not actually produced, in 1851, half of the amount collected 
for export duties in respect of the large crop reaped in 1850. 


10. It will not escape attention that the tonnage duties form considerble items 
of the revenue. They have been complained of in the past year by the 
merchants as being more burdensome than in the neighbouring colonies, and as 
operating to the detriment of commerce. How far the first of these grounds is 
correct I am scarcely in a position to say, but there can be little question as to 
the injury which must accrue from all immoderate imposts or other shackles 
on shipping, though the returns of the trade of the port nevertheless show its 
vast increase. The merchants further allege that tonnage duties are not war- 
ranted to an amount beyond the necessary expenses of keeping the harbour and 
the wharves in repair, and of other strictly “port ” disbursements. 


11. Still, large as is the surplus of revenue, and desirable as it may be to 
remove or to reduce some of the more objectionable items of taxation, it would 
scarcely be prudent to propose any measure of the kind, until some of the more 

ressing public works have been provided for. The new prison, which is just 
ait commenced, will of itself cost prooavly over 10,000/. ; and there are other 
public services which will demand attention as the funds can be supplied. In 
the meantime, apart from the obvious difficulty of reimposing a tax after it has 
once been abolished, I am bound to mention that there is no room for complaint 
of over-taxation in Barbados as compared with other West Indian colonies. 
From a table of duties prepared and published some time ago by an energetic 
merchant of Demerara*, it appears that on the following necessaries of life, 
beef, butter, corn-meal, candles, flour, fish, herrings, mackarel, pork, peas, 
potatoes, rice, and soap, there were paid as import duties on the first cost of 
these articles : 


In Demerara” - ‘ - 272 per cent. 
In Antigua - - - 214- 
In Trinidad - - - iC ae 
In Grenada - - - 17h . 
In Saint Vincent - Oe 15 i 
And in Barbados only - li, 


Local Revenue. 


12. The parochial revenue and expenditure bear much the same character 
as in the preceding years. The relief and education of the poor form their 
most prominent items. That relief is generally out-door ; and I am sorry to 
say that in most of the parishes it is received wholly by Whites. It is painful 
to witness the indigence and indolence of these wretched people, whose position 
is the result of a system which to uphold it was considered to require the 
support of a law for compelling the maintenance on every estate of a certain 
number of White men. Accustomed in times of slavery to an enervating in- 
active existence, broken only by an occasional militia parade, it is no wonder 
that they were ill-prepared for the consequences of the great social change of 
1833, which rendered their dronish presence on estates no longer necessary, 
and drove them to seek for a livelihood by some personal exertion beyond the 

eriodical shouldering of a musket. The majority of them, however, have 
been unable to conquer the habits of their early life. Most of them reside on 
the windward coast of the island. A few contrive to gain a livelihood by fishing, 
and by the cultivation of small provision grounds; and there are some who, 
still more industrious, raise and prepare for market a considerable quantity of 
arrowroot and cotton. But the greater number lead an abandoned existence, 
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many with large families, who are being brought up amid idleness and vice of 
the very worst description, and whose occupation, if they have any at all, is 
confined to the breeding of pigs and poultry. I am assured that not only are 
they insensible to, but that they positively resist, the efforts that are made to 
reclaim them. 

In Saint Michael’s, however, the parish in which Bridgetown is situated, there 
is a fair admixture of all classes in the great number of poor to whom relief is 
administered ; and there are almshouses and other charitable institutions in the 
parish. Of course the natural tendency of the poor and the sick to creep near 
crowded places, and the influx of all the ill-regulated and disorderly part of the 
Black population to the town, result in throwing great burdens upon the 
residents there; and I am bound to say that the exertions of the parochial 
authorities to meet the consequent demands upon them are highly creditable. 

Some slight amendment in the Island Poor Law was made in the past year, 
at the instance of the Attorney-General. The several police magistrates were 
invested individually with an authority (which they did not possess before, 
except at sessions, ) of assessing the relief of aged and infirm paupers upon their 
relatives when able to maintain them. The churchwarden of a parish where 
may be found a poor destitute person not having a settlement in it, is required 
to grant him relief till he can be removed to his own parish; and each vestry is 
from time to time to appoint three of their number, who are to be, with the 
churchwarden, the overseers of the poor for the parish. No provision had been 
heretofore made on these two last points. 

13. In the parish accounts there appear some considerable charges under the 
head of “ Vermin Account.” By a very old law of the island, parties killing 
monkeys, racoons, and rats are entitled, on the production of the heads of these 
animals, to receive from the churchwarden of the parish 3s. 23d. for each 
monkey or racoon, and 11d. for each rat destroyed. Efforts have been made 
at different times to repeal this law, as pressing upon the inhabitants generally, 
and being for the benefit only of a few whose localities are infested with vermin. 
When last passed by the Assembly it was lost in the Council. 


Military Expenditure. 


14. The payments for commissariat services made at Barbados in 1851 are 
nearly 13,000/. more than in 1850, but I have no means of explaining the 
difference. 


15. Early in last year the survey and formal transfer to the Ordnance of all 
the signal stations in the island, military and commercial, were completed, and 
their future maintenance undertaken by that department for an annual payment 
of 200/. sterling. This arrangement has put an effectual and satisfactory stop 
to the constantly recurring questions between the military departments and the 
colony as to the repair of the posts. 


16. Notwithstanding that it looks formidable on paper, it would be wrong to 
allow you to suppose that there is anything like a militia in Barbados deserving 
the name. 

It appears that when instructions were sent out to these colonies by the 
Secretary of State in 1845 or 1846, with the view of re-organising real and 
efficient militia corps, Sir Charles Grey, and subsequently Sir William Reid, 
left nothing untried to enforce the views of Her Majesty’s Government. 

The former of these distinguished men thought that the artillery should be 
put into as effective a state as possible, and that a rifle corps should be imme- 
diately formed. Colonel Reid, on the other hand, endeavoured to fix attention 
more on the equipment and effectiveness of an artillery force. The harbour 
itself would be very well defended by the two batteries at its extremities, but 
he considered that the facilities afforded along ten or twelve miles of coast for 
an enemy’s landing made it above all things necessary to have a “ powerful 
field artillery, moveable with celerity.” It was found quite impossible, however, 
to rouse the Legislature into any action on the subject; appeals were in vain 
made to them to provide against invasion, and against the contingency so likely 
to arise, in case of war, of the demand for the services of the regular troops in 
another quarter. The manner in which the militia in these colonies was broken 
up at the period of freedom; the absence since that time of the old prevailing 
fear of internal revolt ; the great change which has also taken place within the 


BARBADOS LICHTHOUSE. 


P Paterson edt, TArrowsmith, Litho. 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 65 


last twenty years in the habits and tastes of the middle classes, and which 
induces them to revert with little pleasure to the festivities that were then a 
chief attraction of militia musters ; the unreasonable number on the personal 
staff of the Governor, who is still supposed to have twelve or fourteen aides-de- 
camp, and the extent to which general staff appointments were carried, it would 
seem, only to purchase exemptions from other liabilities; the increasing dis- 
regard of the duty of enrolment, prescribed by the existing law; the exemption 
from militia drill, now periodically sanctioned by the Governor; and, above 
all, the very serious cost of re-establishing a militia force, be it on however a 
moderate a scale,—are all reasons which have led the people to view the 
remains of their militia system with indifference or contempt; and, added 
to the undisturbed notions of security engendered by a long peace, have 
lulled the chivalrous spirit for which they were so distinguished during the 
war, and which had so often the effect of diverting the battle-ground from 
Europe to these seas. 


Public Works. 


17. Iam afraid that the project of a Harbour of Refuge, at all events as 
roposed by convict labour, must be considered to have fallen to the ground. 
he House of Assembly have shown no disposition to enter into the scheme as 

involving the employment of the labour of convicts from the other colonies ; 
and the: preliminary operation of clearing out a portion of the swamp has 
received so little encouragement that the legislative authorities have declined 
to incur even the expense of carting away the mud thrown up by the labour of 
the convicts. 


18. The erection of the lighthouse is a public work which belongs to the 
past year, though not completed until the beginning of the present. I have 
already reported that this work is finished, and that the light will be exhibited 
as soon as the Trinity House have published the usual notices of its bearings, 
and the directions for sailing by it, for we have no pilots. But I ought not in 
this retrospect to omit a short descréption of the lighthouse, the establishment 
of which has long been regarded with great interest by Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, and by persons connected with the navigation of these parts. 

The building, of which a sketch is annexed, is of iron, loaded below with 
concrete and masonry. It was constructed at home, upon the plans and estimates 
and under the superintendence of Mr. Alexander Gordon, C.E., and erected by 
Mr. P. Patterson, a young engineer who was sent from England for the purpose. 
It is situated on a rocky cliff fifty-five feet above the level of the sea, at the 
south-eastern extremity of the island. The height of the centre of the light is 
145 feet above the level of the sea, and the light will be visible from a ship’s 
deck at a distance of nearly eighteen nautical miles. The light is a revolving 
light of the first magnitude. It consists of three faces, having each four reflec- 
tors on two tiers. Its entire revolution is once in three minutes, the time 
between extreme brightness on one face and on another being one minute. 
The tower, which is of itself eighty-two feet six inches high, is painted red and 
white horizontally. The site, which was fixed on by Admiral Sir Charles 
Adam, was adopted, with the concurrence of the Board of Admiralty and the 
elder brethren of the Trinity House. 

The expense of the work has amounted to nearly 6,000/. sterling, one half of 
which has been liberally furnished by the Imperial Parliament. The other half 
has been defrayed from funds raised by a small extra tonnage duty now repealed. 
The building was delivered over to myself and the other commissioners on the 
Ist ultimo, after having been thoroughly inspected, and declared to be a well 
finished and altogether a most creditable piece of workmanship. 

The Legislature having made due provision for the maintenance of the light, 
I have, under the authority of the Local Act, appointed a keeper, and put him 
in charge of the building and apparatus; and I have taken the necessary mea- 
sures also for providing him with the requisite assistance to enable him to keep 
up the lights. 


19. It affords me great pleasure to report that the new gaol has at length 
been commenced in good earnest, and that there is at last some promise of a 
possibility of carrying out a remedial and reformatory prison discipline, which. 
with the present gaol accommodation, is quite’ hopeless. 
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- A liberal sum has ‘been voted for the work, and the.situation selected is 
admirable. As we now possess the advantage of observing the effects of the 
cifferent plans which have been elsewhere adopted, both in relation to the con- 
struction of buildings and the administration of prison discipline, it is to be 
hoped that in these favourable circumstances the new gaol of Barbados will be 
an establishment that will reflect credit to the island. 

The services of Mr. Patterson (who acquitted himself so satisfactorily in the 
erection of the lighthouse) have been engaged for the superintendence of the 
building of the gaol, and it will now, I have not the least doubt, progress 
rapidly. 


20. The Lunatic Asylum having been found inadequate to the wants of the 
island, the new buildings which had been erected as a largetto, and were con- 
tiguous to the asylum, have been added to the establishment, and further pro- 
vision made for its support. Under these circumstances I could anticipate no 
assistance from this island in carrying out the scheme adverted to in a recent 
correspondence for forming a general lunatic asylum for all the West India 
colonies ; and in the present financial condition of the other islands within this 
Government it would be vain to apply to any of them on the subject. 

It has been necessary, in consequence of the arrangement to which I have 
adverted, to find another site for a new largetto. ‘This has been selected and 
purchased, and the building will no doubt be completed this year. 


Legislation. 


21. I have nothing to remark in the way of legislation, except one or two 
Acts passed in assimilation to the law of England. All the other measures of 
any importance passed last year have reference to some one or other of the 
sections into which the Blue Book is divided, and will merit notice in those 
places. 


Council and Assembly. 


22. The Council have recently suffered a severe loss in the death of the 
President, Mr. Best, and Mr. Alleyne, who were passengers in the “* Amazon.” 

In the election of Members of Assembly in 1851 (which takes place in 
Barbados annually) there was no new feature ; what is called the liberal section 
and the conservative party being pretty well poised. 


Civil Establishment. 


23. Some important additions have been made in the past year to the civil 
establishment of the island. The creation of an inland post office stands fore- 
most among these in point of expense. This department, which is intended to 
effect a daily delivery of letters throughout the island, is ready to be brought 
into operation the moment that some stamps and weights and other necessary 
jmplements arrive from England. ‘They are expected daily. 


24. The appointment of public vaccinators for the town and rural districts, 
who were charged also with the general duty of guarding as much as possible 
against the introduction and spread of contagious or infectious disease, is a step 
which must have produced much good among the poorer classes. In the twelve 
months ending in June 1851 no less than 15,317 had been gratuitously vacci- 
nated, and of these it was ascertained that 2,400 had been successfully so. 
While upon this subject, it behoves me to advert to the sanitary precautions 
which were adopted throughout the year for the preservation of the general 
health. While the Legislature were engaged in framing some stringent mea- 
sures on this subject, two of the medical gentlemen selected by the Government 
at home to proceed to the West Indies, on the appearance of cholera in 
Jamaica, opportunely arrived in Barbados, and gave a stimulus to the Govern- 
ment and the people in making the best preparations to meet the scourge, from 
which we are as yet happily spared. From all that has been told me, I am 
persuaded that there would have been great difficulty in prevailing upon the 
inhabitants to have submitted to be assessed for the means of ensuring cleanli- 
ness,—-to dispense with their keeping pigs, which were reared in great numbers 
in the hovels of Bridgetown,—and to submit to those other little sacrifices 
which their preservation and their comfort demanded,—had it not been for the 
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earnest interest thus manifested by the British Government in their welfare. BARBADOS. 
Both the medical gentlemen were immediately appointed members of the Board Ca 
of Health, and one of them, Dr. Gavin, by the energy and intelligence which 

he brought to the performance of his duty, wonderfully promoted the success 

of the sanitary movement,—as he has also done, I believe, in the other colonies 

which he has since visited. Parochial inspectors of health were appointed in 

town and in some of the rural parishes, and penal regulations for promoting 

health, and other provisions in case of the appearance of cholera, were made and 

passed by the vestries. An oppressive and absurd code of quarantine regula- 

tions had been previously abolished ; and the people were taught to feel that 

their immunity from disease no longer consisted in a blind reliance on futile 

attempts to prevent intercourse with infected countries; and that if it was 
impossible to arrest the march of an epidemic, it was at least within their power 

to check its progress and alleviate its horrors by a regard to ventilation and 
cleanliness, as well in their own persons and dwellings, as in the public 
thoroughfares. 


In a recent report on the health of the island which I have from Dr. Clark, State of public 

the inspector for the city district, he speaks with confidence of the share which health. 

these sanitary measures have had in mitigating the severity of more than one 

epidemic with which the island has been visited during the last twelve months. 

Of the class of diseases now so well known under the term zymotic, and from 

which Barbados has been hitherto peculiarly exempt, we have lately had 

several visitations, and amongst others an intermittent, irregular, low fever, 

which, although of a depressing character, has seldom proved fatal, but which 

the improved cleanliness and care of the people have no doubt prevented from 

assuming a more malignant type. 


25. An appointment has also been made in last year of an inspector of Inspectorship of 
schools by an education board, to whose operations I shall have to advert in schools. 
their proper place. 


20. Although there are no pensions paid to any retired superior public Pensions. 
servants, I would not like it to be thought that the two small annuities returned 
in the Blue Book are the only allowances of the kind that are made for decayed Small pensions to 
subordinate officers. There is a fund from which several pensions of small police officers. 
amount are paid to superannuated members of the police force. 


Population. 


27. In addition to the usual return which is filled up in the Blue Book, I Census of 1851. 
annex to this Report an abstract of the census of the population of Barbados on 
the night of the 25th of June last, showing, exclusive of the troops, an aggre- ear 
gate of 135,939 persons, consisting of 62,272 males and 73,667 females. 


This census gives the number of the inhabitants in the city of Bridgetown, 
and in the rural parishes or districts of the island, distinguishing the number of 
Europeans of the United Kingdom, foreigners, creoles of this island, and natives 
of the British colonies, and also the ages and employments of the people. 


At the date of the preceding census in 1844 the population of the island was Increase of popu- 
122,198, since which period there has therefore been an increase of 13,741 /ation. 
persons, being at the rate of not quite 1} per cent. per annum. 


There is reason to believe that the present census contains a tolerably correct 
account of the population, and of the particulars on which it professes to give 
information. 


The extraordinary density of this population, being no less than 817 Density of popu- 
individuals to the square mile, gives the subject a peculiar interest and im- !ation, 
portance. 


You will, no doubt, be struck with the apparent large population of persons, 
73,098 out of 135,939, returned as having no fixed employment. Anxious 
myself of obtaining some explanation on this point, I referred the census to 
Mr. ‘Thomas H. Milner, of the Colonial Bank, a gentleman of experience and 
intelligence, who has directed his attention to subjects of this nature, and 
requested him to furnish me with any remarks which might suggest themselves 
to him in reference to the condition of the population, bearing either upon their 
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employment in this island, or their fitness for emigration, and the expediency of 
encouraging it. 

I enclose his observations, which remove the impression that might otherwise 
be conveyed by the Return, that so large a portion of the population is unem- 
ployed, or that means are necessary to be taken for finding them occupation. 


I agree generally in the observations of this gentleman, that there is sufficient 
employment for agricultural labourers in this island; and the Government of 
Barbados need not, therefore, at least for the present, encourage the emigration 
of any class of its inhabitants to the less populous colonies in the neighbourhood ; 
while these would not, I think, be much benefited by an immigration which 
would proceed from the least valuable portion of this community; a strong 
attachment to, and disinclination to leave, their native land, being a distinctive 
feature of the character of the Barbados agricultural labourer. 


28. The small proportion of labour which is extracted from such an immense 
population is fraught with very grave consideration. There is no doubt that 
their industry is confined to what is requisite for obtaining their few immediate 
wants, and that they seldom think of providing against scarcity and the conse- 
quent high price of provisions,—a state of things which is as likely to occur as 
not in any one year. 

I cannot help attributing much of this hand-to-mouth living on the part of 
the labourers, to the want of a safe place of deposit for their surplus-earnings ; 
and I should look upon the establishment of a Savings Bank in this island, on 
such a footing as would inspire the people with confidence in it, as an incal- 
culable blessing. An institution of this kind, opened upon. the guarantee of the 
Government, and for the receipt of small sums, even so low as one shilling, 
would stimulate the industry, and, by creating a feeling of honest independence, 
which the accumulation of a little money is apt to create in most of us, would 
raise the character of the working Negro, so as to make him more susceptible 
than he seems to be now, even after so many years of freedom, of those impres- 
sions of duty which there has been no lack of effort to instil into him. He 
would feel an increased interest in the prosperity and quiet of the country. It 
would beget more of mutual confidence between master and employer; it would, 


’ I am confident, vastly increase the class of steady trusty men; and would save 
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many a day’s hard earnings from being spent in the rum shop. 


There is no export of rum from Barbados. Last year it was computed that 
6,500 puncheons of that spirit were distilled and consumed in the island ; which 
gives about 54 gallons (old wine measure) a head all round,—man, woman, and 
child,—or 93 gallons to each person above fifteen years of age ; and yet drunken- 
ness is far from being a prevailing vice. 

I think I may venture to say that a Bill to establish a Savings Bank will be 
introduced into the House of Assemby at an early opportunity. Mr. Sealy, the 
attorney general, to whose influence and exertions in the Legislature this local 
Government is mainly indebted for most of its late important measures, has 
given his attention to the matter, and appears disposed to take it up, and prose- 
cute it with the zeal and warmth that the subject deserves. 

29. Before quitting this subject of the Census I would only add that whilst I 
participate with Mr. Milner in the belief that the children have been equally 
well taken care of since emancipation, as the interest of the owner prompted him 
to in time of slavery. I doubt exceedingly whether any evidence of that fact, 
or of the comparative healthiness of children in the two countries, is to be ob- 
tained from the number of children under five years of age being greater in 
Barbados than in England, unless indeed the number of births were known, 
which we have no means of arriving at with anything approaching to precision. 

If the per-centage of young children to the total population be greater here 
than at home, the per-centage of adults must be less, and argues therefore 
against the comparative longevity of the Barbadians. Yet the table which 
gives rise to these observations shows that the climate of the island is propitious 
to extreme old age. 


Ecclesiastical. 
30. The provision made by the Legislature for the support of the ministry 


of the Established Church (for none other has received any support here from 
public funds) is very liberal. 
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There are eleven rectors, who, beside a glebe and par- £ s. d. ier cine 
sonage, each receive a stipend of 320/. 10s. 3d. - 38,525 12 9 
Compensation paid to them annzally, in lieu of mar- 
riage and burial fees - : - - 743 15 11h 
18 curates, at 150/. - - - - 2,700 0 0 
2 legislative chaplains - - - - 60 0 6 


£7,229 9 24 
The following is a summary of the state of the Church in this island, at 

distant intervals, from the formation of the diocese to the present time :— 

inp a 


Clergy Churches and No. of 

No. of. Chapels, Sittings, 

1825 15 14 f 5,030 
1834 29 23 7,750 
1841 31 35 22,502 
1851 34 42 24,967 


Oe 
Although there are 42 places of worship belonging to the Established Church 
in the island, affording church room for about 25,000 people, I am informed 
that there is still a great want of church accommodation. Last year, con- 
siderable additions were made to the several churches and chapels, for the 
purpose of affording additional sittings; and one or two new chapels in 
the country are in contemplation. 
31. There is very little dissent in Barbados ; less, probably, than in any British Dissenters. 
colony. ‘The Wesleyans and Moravians have been the only dissenting churches 
having missionaries here; and both ministries deserve the highest praise for 
their energetic pursuit of their calling, and their prudent abstinence from 
all interference in bee matters. 
32. There is also a small Roman Catholic place of worship, built and Roman Catholic 
supported by private contributions. The number of residents of that persua- Church. 
sion is very limited, not more perhaps than thirty-five or forty, but the 
congregation receives a considerable accession from the troops in garrison. 


Education. 


33. Iam come now to a subject which has occupied a large share of the Means of educa- 
attention of Her Majesty's Government, the importance of which it is impos- tion. 
sible to over-rate, and to which a variety of causes have given an absorbing 
interest. I really think that there is every disposition shown by the Legisla- 
ture as well as the parochial authorities (and these include, or are closely 
connected with, most of the influential gentlemen of the island) to promote the 
means of obtaining a sound education for the people, and to stimulate and 
encourage the children to a due improvement of the means of instruction which 
are accessible to them. Although here no classes are prevented by the 
exactions of trade from educating their children, yet I fear that the desire 
to learn is not commensurate with the facilities which are afforded. This 
lukewarmness, however, is confined to the very lowest class, and ought not to 
act depressingly on our further exertions; for we all know that a thirst 
for knowledge is not easily created among an ignorant people, but that once it 
takes good root it will thrive of itself, and will require only the means 
of nourishment. Of the strong desire to learn among the young coloured 
people of the island, it is pleasing to be able to speak with high satisfaction. 

The avidity which they have shown to avail themselves of the advan- Public library. 
tages of the public library is of itself evidence of a growing desire 
for information. This institution, which is still on a very small scale, 
was founded by Sir William Reid; but it has received from the Legislature 
only a very moderate support, and from private individuals still less. The 
books whic: it contains for circulation are only about 700, but they have been 
well selected, and almost all been read and thumbed so often that many of them 
are literally worn out. The demand for books of light reading is as nothing 
compared with those of’ history and the physical sciences. The trustees of the 
library have stated to me that hitherto they have been dealing with it as an 


426 


BARBADOS. 


— 


Parochial schools. 


Central schools. 


Harrison’s school. 


Codrington 
College. 


Education com- 
mittee. 


General subject of 
education. 


70 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT | 


experiment, and that having given it a fair and lengthened trial which has been 
successful to a degree far beyond their most sanguine anticipations, they think 
the time has now arrived when it ought to be taken up as a public department, 
and receive a public support, which would enable it to meet the unmistakeable 
wants of the rising generation. They intend, I understand, to address an 
official statement to me about it, which will afford me a favourable means of 
bringing it to the consideration of the Legislature. 

Exclusive of about 1,500 Sunday scholars, upwards of 5,000 children are 
returned to me as being taught in the schools in connexion with the Established 
Church. These are almost all primary schools, in several of which the children 
are both clothed and fed. In addition to a sum, which I cannot be far wrong in 
putting down at 2,500/., contributed from parochial funds towards the support 
of these schools, there is received by the several teachers, in poe oe 


their pupils, an aggregate sum of 662/. 15s. 8d., and they are also assisted by 


grants from the Christian Faith Society, the Ladies Society for Negro Educa- 
tion, and the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel. 

Of these institutions the one in the town parish, called the Central School, is 
the most extensive and important. Through the exertions of the Reverend 
Mr. Rawle, of Codrington College, to whom the cause of education in Barbados 
is under the deepest obligations, schoolmasters and a schoolmistress were 
obtained for the Central Schools from England; and a system of training 
teachers has been instituted which has already produced good fruit. These 
schools are partially endowed, and receive towards their support an annual sum 
of 512/. 16s. 4d. from the public treasury. 

There is another school, called Harrison’s Free School, in the same parish, of 
a superior kind, which was founded and endowed by a merchant of Bridgetown, 
whose name it bears, for the education of a certain number of poor boys not 
exceeding twenty-four. The inaster, who is at liberty to take additional scholars 
for his own benefit, has a considerable number of them at present. 


There are one or two other small endowments of a like nature in other parts 
of the island; but all are eclipsed by the magnificent bequest of General 
Codrington, from which a college and grammar school have been raised and 
maintained in a great measure ; and under the present zealous principal it will, 
I trust, prove a centre of moral influence, and produce a beneficial effect on the 
tone of society. From him I have received the assurance that the working of 
his schools is very steady and unvarying. 

Lastly, under an Act passed at the close of 1850, for providing for a more 
extensive education of the people, a sum of 3,000/. was placed at the disposal of 
an Education Committee, to be appointed from members of the Legislature. 
This measure contemplated the participation in the grant of “ all public schools 
“ for primary instruction connected directly with the Established Church, or 
‘ with any other Christian congregation, and under the immediate superinten- 
« dence of their respective ministers, and in which the Holy Scriptures in the 
‘“ authorized version of the Bible should be read and taught, and in which 
“ there shall not be less than fifty children in actual average attendance 
“ yeceiving moral and religious instruction.” ‘Thus this enactment, while sus- 
taining those institutions directly connected with the Established Church, gives, 
where necessary, support to those in which there is security given of religious 
truth and soundness of instruction. 

It was intended also to encourage the establishment and maintenance of dame 
or infant schools in the rural districts, and of schools for the education of the 
middle classes. Funds were likewise provided from the public treasury for 
the establishment of three scholarships at Codrington College. 

Under this Act aid has been afforded by the Education Committee to thirty- 
four primary schools and eighteen dame schools in connexion with the Church 
of England, and to four Moravian and five Wesleyan primary schools, The 
number of scholars attending these and the other Wesleyan schools is about 
1,200, exclusive of Sunday scholars. 

I have dwelt somewhat at length on these details, not only because I know 
that the education of the Negro has been a subject of engaging interest 
with Her Majesty’s Government, but because I think it due to the proprietary 
body to show that they are themselves far from being insensible to its impor- 


tance. 


a 
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The efforts for providing instruction to the poorest, which I have particu- 
larised, are perhaps upon no very grand scale, but they are most of them efforts 
in the right way, and deserve to be commended. It is true that, from the great 
absence of sectarianism in the island, the question is simplified and divested of 
many of its chief difficulties ; and I am confident that the formation of a body 
of teachers, which has been commenced under the auspices of the trustees of the 
central schools, and that the principle on which the Education Committee are 
proceeding in the distribution of their aid, will give a powerful stimulus to the 
cause of education, and will meet, as circumstances require it, with a corre- 
sponding support from the Legislature of the island. 


Trade and Agriculture. 


34. The following table of the Imports and Exports of the island for the 
three years preceding the operation of the Sugar Duties Bill of 1846, and for 
the last three years, will give a tolerable idea of the commercial state and pro- 
gress of the island. 


Years, Imports. Exports, Crop in Hhds. Tonnage entered. 
£ £ 

1844 604,410 681,000 23,146 87,187 

1845 682,368 691,309 24,777 94,542 

1846 631,267 773,405 21,996 93,330 

1849 591,478 791,740 33,077 85,731 

1850 734,358 3 831,534 $5,302 96,381 


1851 789,977 887,627 38,730 95,272 


I am disposed, however, to think that the sugar exported from the island 
has been considerably overvalued, an observation which can scarcely apply to 
the imports, the greater part of which pay an ad valorem duty. 

The average value which was placed on the hogshead last year is 16/., which 
was considerably beyond the net proceeds of the sugar in England. The 
molasses, too, is priced at. a figure much above what they realized. Yet the 
balance of trade is in favour of the island, and still affords something of a 
margin for interest to mortgagees, and income to absent proprietors. 

It will be observed that about half a million of the imports consist of British 
manufactured goods, more than a fourth of which is re-exported to the neigh- 
bouring colonies, and that the bulk of our provisions and tobacco, and all our 
horses, come from the United States. 

35. On the present occasion my duty is confined to giving you a view of the 
condition of Barbados. But coming, not long ago, from a neighbouring island 
in which,—although the benevolent intentions of Her Majesty’s Government in 
sending to it liberated Africans’have been entirely realised,—matters are far 
more disheartening ; and knowing and feeling deeply the distress and difficulties 
with which many of these colonies have to contend, I cannot but congratulate 
the Barbadian planter upon his comparative success in the very severe struggle 
which all of them have had to endure in late years in the diminution of the 
value of their produce. Here, from the state of the labour market, he has had 
facilities which have given him an undeniable advantage over his fellow colonists ; 
but to these must be added his industry, his perseverance, his skill in cultivation, 
his economy, and the readiness with which he makes every personal sacrifice to 
the improvement of his property, whether it be by the introduction of machinery, 
the application of foreign and expensive manures, or otherwise. It is perfectly 
needless to observe, that without these facilities and exertions he would never 
have been able to maintain his present position; and that it has only been by 
greatly increased crops, and, above all, by the nicest attention to the quality of 
his sugar, that he has been able to save himself from the embarrassments which 
have beset his neighbours. In 1851 more sugar was made and shipped from 
- this island than in any other one year since it has been peopled. ‘This year, if 
no unforeseen event occurs, the crop will be still larger, every hope being 
entertained that it will reach close on 45,000 hogsheads. And it is a remarkable 
fact that there will be more labourers’ sugar made this year than previously. 
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So far, therefore, the success of cultivation by free labour in Barbados is 
unquestionable. The encouragement which it receives in the disposal cf its 
produce is quite a different affair. And, glowing as the state of the island may 


appear amid the gloom that surrounds her, it cannot be concealed that even 


here, particularly where parties have had to contend with former incumbrances, 
arising, it may be, out of a lavish expenditure, but more frequently, I believe, 
from the high price which they have paid or promised to pay for their estates 
they are only getting more deeply involved, and there is considerable personal 
distress in the country. And if [ am to reflect the true state of feeling in the 


island, I should add that there is a tone of despondency even among those who 


continue to clear from their estates the means of a bare support, and who enter- 
tain great apprehensions that when the present differential duty shall have 
terminated they will no longer be able to keep their heads above water. 

Nor is it to be forgotten, in considering the prospects of the people here, that 
for a number of years past they have been blessed with highly favourable 
seasons, and that they are not in the same suitable condition as formerly to 
meet the straits that would inevitably ensue from the droughts to which this 
island has been so subject. 


Crime and Prison Discipline. 


36. It now only remains for me to notice the state of crime in 1851, and the 
progress that has been made in the attempt to introduce a reformatory discipline 
into the gaol. 

On this latter topic, from what I have already said on the subject of a new 
gaol, and the absence of all means of classifying the prisoners, you will not 
expect to receive from me a very gratifying report, although it is a subject 
to which the Governor-General, Sir William Colebrooke, has devoted himself 
with great anxiety. The number of prisoners last year, though in the 
ageregate pretty nearly the same as in the several preceding years, by no means 
comprises the same number of heinous offenders; the number of persons 
committed for brawls or minor assaults having much increased, and that of 
those committed for felonies having greatly diminished. The returns 
too of previous committals, especially of the more hardened offenders, are far 
from discouraging; and in 1851, during which period it may be said that 
Sir William Colebrooke’s reformatory system received its fairest trial, the 
punishments for breaches of gaol discipline were few as compared with former 

ears. 
‘ The grand jury of the island in their address to the court, only on Thursday 
last, in reference to this question, said “‘ that it is lamentable to reflect that 
‘“‘ there are some natures so thoroughly debased, that neither the hope of 
‘“‘ reward nor the fear of punishment can produce any salutary effects on them.” 
Our knowledge of human nature must satisfy us of the truth of this observa- 
tion; but, when we contemplate the noble exertions and sacrifices which are 
being made throughout the civilized world in devising schemes of correctional 
and reformatory restraint, and see the very questionable success which has as yet 
attended even the most hopeful system that has been ‘tried,—under circum- 
stances and advantages, too, which of course have been far beyond owr reach,— 
surely there is no reason to despair because Sir William Colebrooke’s philan- 
thropic exertions and perseverance may have not yet effected all that he could 
have wished. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) KER B,. HAMILTON. 
The Right Hon. Sir J. S. Pakington, . 
&c. &c. &c. 
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Enclosure 3. 


Barbados November 24, 1851. 
MEMORANDUM. 


Abstract of the Census of the Population of Barbados. 


WirH respect to that section in which the population is classified in “rank and 
occupation,” one is at first surprised at the large proportion of the whole (73,098 out of 
135,939) who appear in the column of those having no “fixed employment.” But a 
little consideration will remove this impression. The description has not in this case by 
any means the same significance it would bear in England. There it would imply either 
that the individuals could wholly maintain themselves, and did not require employment, 
or that requiring employment for their daily subsistence, they unfortunately could not 
procure it regularly. But in Barbados, where a living is so cheaply secured, a considerable 
part of the population—of those not possessed of any property—may subsist with sufficient 
comfort, and without being burdensome to the community, although they have not con- 
stant employment ; and perhaps this term rather than “fixed” employment more accu- 
rately impresses the real state of the case, for I apprehend that very many of the people 
who are included in this description get occasional jobs, which afford them sufficient means 
of subsistence, and their few wants being satisfied, they do not desire more constant 
employment. The column in question is, in fact, merely the common receptacle of all 
those who do not strictly come under the classification of the other columns ; and it would 
have been better if in the printed forms the classification had been carried further and 
been made more distinct. 

But there are many important deductions to be made from the sum total of this column. 
I consider we must deduct not only the whole of that portion of the population which is 
included in the first class of age, those not above five years, but also half of the. second 
class, those between five and fifteen years, for it very rarely happens, I am informed, that 
children under ten years of age are offered for employment, very many of them going to 
school. I shall further deduct two thirds of the class of old people above sixty years, 
allowing only one third as fit for work ; and lastly, half of the class of sick and infirm, 
assuming the other half to be included among the old people. The result will then stand 
as follows :— 


Total of column “ no fixed employment ” - - - 73,098 
Deduct—Children not over five years - - - 26,576 
~ Half of those from five to fifteen (36,257) - 18,128 
ie Two thirds of persons above sixty (5,679) - 3,786 
- Half of sick and infirm (3,559) - - =" 1779 
50,269 


Leaving of the able population, male and female, with “no fixed 
employment” = - - - - = - - 22,829 


And considering that this class comprises many who have some employment, though no 
fixed or constant employment, and referring to the circumstances of the country, the 
small cost of subsistence, not only among the lower classes, but with many who would be 
ranked in the middle classes in England, this number of all classes does not appear very 
unreasonable. 

I regret that in this column, and also in the column of “ employed in agriculture ” (that 
being the almost entire occupation of the population) there has not been a separation of 
the sexes, for it would afford very interesting information. On the whole population 
there is a considerable preponderance of females, the numbers being— 

Males - - 62,272 or 45°81 per cent. 
Females - - . 73,067 or 4°19, 


135,939 100-00 


The number of the population classed as “employed in agriculture” appears a full 
allowance ; it must be presumed to include all managers and book-keepers ; in short, every 
body engaged on estates. But to be certain of this it is necessary to know how the com- 
piler of the census read and classified the various returns. Of course, however, it is not 
to be supposed that all the labourers thus classed work regularly every day. Perhaps, 
considering the habits of the people, 3 days a week for each is a fair reckoning. The 
whole number then above mentioned represents a strength of 25,657, working five 
days a week ; and allowing the wages on an average to be about three quarters of a 
dollar, that is 14 bit per diem, for a week of five days, the weekly amount would 
be 19,240 dollars. What falls under my own observation as to sums paid for wages 
gives a tolerable approximate support to this result of the census. 

Referring to the large deductions for young children made from the number with 
“ no fixed employment,” I was led to look at the ratio which the different classes of age 
bear to ‘the whole population, and having found a statement of the same kind of the 
census of Great Britain and of Ireland in 1821, I subjoin it. I have not a later census to 
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refer to, but this is not important, because it is not likely the ratio of ages has been 
materially altered, though the total population is increased. 


Barbadoes Census, 1851. Census of 1821: Great Britain. Treland. 
5 Years and under - 19°55 16°47 15°32 
5 to 15 years - - 26°67 25°94 25°73 
15 to 30 __s—~, - - 24°11 26°04 29°79 
30 to 60 _—, - - 25°49 26°03 25°21 
60 to 80 _—, - - 03°68 05°09 03°69 
Above 80 ,, - - 00°50 00°43 00°26 
100°00 100°00 100°00 


The condition of the countries is so different that there is not much useful purpose to 
which this comparison can be applied. But there is one point which is interesting, 
because it tells against an impression which is, or rather has been, prevalent, that the 
children here are not so well taken care of now as before emancipation. It appears from 
the above that the young children constitute a larger proportion of the population in 
Barbados than in Great Britain, and considerably more than in Ireland, therefore there 
must be less mortality among them ; no doubt the climate is favourable to young children. 
But I have fallen in with a statement affording further comparative information. It is 
contained in a volume of the Minutes of a “Society for the Improvement of Plantership,” 
which formerly existed in this island. In a general estimate of the expenses of main- 
taining slaves the assumed population of a plantation is divided into classes, which 
divisions must represent pretty nearly the real state of the case, as it was made up 
by practical gentlemen. It is calculated that there are fifty-five “children and 
infants ” in a population of 250 slaves on a plantation. This is just 22-00 per cent.; 
but then the class includes more than those not exceeding five years; it probably 
includes all up to seven. Reducing then the class to five years,-by taking five 
sevenths of the number 55 the ratio is reduced to 15:72 per cent.; or if the 
number 55 is supposed to include only those not beyond six years, the ratio of them 
not above five would be 18°33 per cent ; still not so high as the present census. 
It is to be observed, the statement which I have just quoted, which is of the year 1804, 
only refers to the slave population, while the late census includes all classes. But I 
apprehend if the whole population had been referred to in 1804 the proportions of young 
children would have been rather less than more. 

Your Excellency speaks of the question of emigration. I cannot conceive that with 
reference to the well-being either of the labouring classes, or of the proprietors of the land, 
it would be at all expedient to give any encouragement to emigration. Indeed on general 
principle I am very sceptical as to the advantage to a community, though benefit may 
result to individual interests, of. giving any public assistance to the removal of a labouring 
population, either to take it away from or to introduce it into any country. The question 
with Barbados can only be as to a removal of labourers from the island. I can see no 
reason, however, why the emigration of any of the people should be desired. They are 
all able, as I believe, to get a living, and unless there should happen some material change 
for the worse in the returns of property here, the demand for labour will always rather 
exceed the quantity offering in the market than the contrary. There is no chance that 
for the present any man really seeking employment shall be unable to get it. Why then 
should he remove from his position as a labourer in his own country merely to become a 
labourer in another country? There is no advantage to him in this. The Barbados labourers 
have already had experience that though they may get higher nominal wages elsewhere, 
there are disadvantages to neutralize the apparent benefit. Certainly Barbados is most abun- 
dantly peopled; but so long as the seasons are favourable there is abundance for all. With 
any coutinued drought there would probably be much distress, for while the country food 
would be very costly, the dry season would cause many labourers to remain unemployed. 
But this is a misfortune that no emigration would prevent ; it is, I apprehend, an inevit- 
able consequence of the island having become so entirely a large sugar manufactory, and 
of the labours of agriculture being so much and more and more devoted to the production 
of an article for export, to the diminution, of course, of that production of food for home 
consumption which was in former times so largely carried on in Barbados. Indeed, as the 
great bulk of the food produced consists of roots, and therefore cannot be stored and kept 
for any length of time, scarcity must result from drought in whatever proportion these 
roots are grown. Formerly the proprietors cultivated large quantities of guinea corn, 
which they kept in store to feed the slaves. This is an island peculiarly susceptible of 
the great variations of tropical seasons, and I consider that while with moderately favour- 
able seasons it can very well sustain its present population, it is likely that with a serious 
drought a population much fewer in number would be distressed. I believe there is 
nothing in the condition or prospects of the labouring classes to make it expedient now 
to stimulate emigration, whatever may be the case at a future period, and certainly there 
is no reason why the proprietors of the soil should desire such a measure. It is never 
their interest that the number of the population should be lessened until, as is supposed 
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to have happened at home, they become more numerous than are required for the work of 
the country, and the property of the country, landed and other, is obliged then to 
maintain more individuals than are required for the service of the proprietors. ‘Till this 
point is touched the larger the population the more valuable must be the land. Bar- 
bados has by no means reached that position in which the population is at all a charge 
upon the property of the country. I must, therefore; give my humble opinion against 
the expediency of affording any encouragement to emigration. And it may be remarked, 
further, that should any such encouragement proceed from external sources,—should 
neighbouring colonies attempt, as was some time since done, to induce the Barbados 
labourers to transfer their services by the offer of premium in any shape,—my belief is, 
that the steady, really valuable labourer would not move; only the worthless, who now 
do little or nothing towards carrying on the work of the country, would go elsewhere. 
(Signed) T. H. MILNER. 


GRENADA. 


(No. 9. Executive.) No. 10. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Hamitron to the Right Hon. 
Sir Joun S. Paxineton Bart. 


Windward Islands, Barbados, 
May 18, 1852. 
Sir, (Received June 22, 1852.) 
I nave the honour to forward the Blue Book of Grenada for 1851, with 
the report which accompanied it from the officer now administering the govern- 
ment of that island. 


2. In another despatch by this opportunity I have enclosed the reports of 
the stipendiary magistrates in the same colony for the half year ended on the 
31st of December last, and the usual returns respecting the condition of the 
African immigrants for the same period. 


3. From all these papers it might be collected that Grenada was flourishing ; 
and that she has considerably recovered during the last few years from her 
previously prostrate condition there is no doubt; her revenue is, if anything 
increasing; her imports and exports both show a considerable addition ; her 
population is, irrespective of immigration, adding to its numbers; but with my 
long and intimate acquaintance with the place I hope I may be allowed to 
observe that, among the documents which I now transmit to you, there are no 
statements of the expenses of cultivation, no details of the difficulties and disap- 
pointments experienced by the planter in securing a crop, and there are no 
account sales of his sugars, nor any account currént with his merchant. 


4. If we had all these before us, I am far from saying that they would disclose 
a state of things to induce despair, or perhaps even discouragement; but I am 
sure that whatever they might promise they would not warrant the conclusion 
which we are too apt to draw from the smooth current of their public concerns. 


5. The following figures afford some idea of the commerce of Grenada :— 


Year. Exports. Imports, Tonnage. 
£ £ Tons. 
1849 104,228 101,054 19,615 
1850 105,510 133,647 22,450 
1851 134,766 158,930 22,176 


If the balance of trade, then, be adopted as the test of prosperity, it is con- 
siderably against the island. Nor can it be said that the price of their staple 
produce has not been sufficiently valued. The crop for 1850 consisted of 
6,204 hogsheads, at 12/. 13s. 10d. per hogshead. That for 1851 is returned at 
8,160 hogsheads, at 13/. 2s. 6d., being an increase in quantity of one third on 
the previous year. But why the crop of last year should be valued higher than 
that of 1850 [ am unable to explain, the more so as the prices realized in 1851 
were not equal to those of 1850. 
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6. The planters justly attribute the success of their exertions in 1851 in 
increasing the crop to the assistance of the liberated Africans, for whose 
location in Grenada they feel particularly grateful to Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment. The stimulus afforded by the introduction of these people, and 
the advantages thence derived, are still in operation; but the continued 
want of a sufficient labouring population renders the condition of the plantations 
in Grenada far more uncertain than that of the plantations of Barbados, which 
is blessed with a numerous and active peasantry. 

7. It would seem from the magistrates reports that the arrangements which 
were promised on the introduction of these Africans, for the education of their 
children, have not been carried out to the extent I had desired and hoped ; 
but allowance must be made for the precarious circumstances of the planters 
themselves, who I believe are deeply impressed with the duty and the advantage 
of improving the moral condition of the labourer, as well as with a sense of the 
claim which the amelioration of the condition of the liberated African may give 
to a further immigration of Africans. 

8. I annex to this despatch a copy of the census taken on the 3d of October 
last, and of a very careful and discriminating analysis of it, made by Mr. S. Cock- 
burn, the chief enumerator. I should have been very glad to have been able to 
transmit to you an equally interesting dissection of the census of Barbados and 
the other islands of this general government. ‘To all who take an interest in 
the island of Grenada, this document will be peculiarly interesting, and it 
affords a very fair example of the value to be derived from statistical returns of 
the population, even within so small a sphere. 

9. The following are the comparative proportions of those of different ages in 
Grenada and Barbados. 


Under 5 years. Grenada 14°76. Barbados 19°55. 


15: ., yt, 288. » 26°67. 

80- » 25°36. » 24°11. 

6Oey. 3 «2888. » 25°49. 

Above 60 ,, ss 7-62. ry 4°18. 
100: 100 


The most extraordinary feature in the statement is, that while the climate of 
Barbados is undoubtedly more congenial to an European constitution, there is 
something—possibly it is in the habits of the great’ bulk of the people here, or 
in their diet—which is far less favourable to the longevity of the Negro than in 
Grenada. 

10. The number of agriculturists in Grenada is returned at 18,502, which 
out of a population of 32,671 is 41°32 per cent. The number in Barbados 
was given at 36,653, which out of a population of 135,939 is about 26-90 

er cent. 
; 11. There are some remarks of the provost marshal, under the head of gaols, 
relative to the introduction of bad characters into Grenada from Barbados, which 
I think are overcharged. That a number of the worst class of people from here 
find their way into Grenada cannot be helped; but as to the effects of the law 
for the banishment from Barbados of persons convicted of rape, altogether there 
have been only four persons sent away under the Act since it came into opera- 
tion in 1847. 
I have, &c. 
‘ (Signed) KER B. HAMILTON. 
The Right Hon. Sir J. 8. Pakington, Bart. 

&c. _&e. &e. 
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Government House, Grenada, 
Sir, May 11, 1852. 
I wave the honour to forward to your Excellency the Blue Book for the year 1851, 
with an abstract of the returns contained therein. 
2. From these returns it will be seen that there was on the year an increase of revenue, 
and that the revenue was in excess of the expenditure; there was also an increase both of 
the exports and imports as compared with those of the preceding year, 
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3. Having had occasion in my last report to notice the seasonable supply of Africans then 
lately sent to this colony by the liberality of Her Majesty’s Government, I am happy to 
state that my anticipations of the result of this small addition to the labouring population, 
and of the good effect likely to be thereby produced on the minds of the native labourers, 
have been realized. 

4, The want of labour for carrying on the cultivation of the plantations is still severely 
felt throughout the colony, and impedes its agricultural progress. Bounties have been 
granted on the importation of labourers from Madeira, but they are not effective as field 
labourers. An Act was also passed granting bounties to labourers and mechanics of 
African descent who should immigrate from the United States of America and the British 
North American provinces, but no immigrants from any of those countries have availed 
themselves of its provisions. 

5. The hopes, therefore, of the agriculturists are still directed to a further supply of 
labourers from Africa, and I trust that Her Majesty’s Government will considerately enter- 
tain the earnest request of the people of this colony to obtain an accession of population 
from that quarter. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed)  F. Y. Curckvey. 
His Excellency Governor Ker B. Hamilton, President. 
&e. &e. &e. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 10. 
Axsstract of Returns contained in Bue Boox 1851. 


Revenue. 


Customs Duties. 


Rum Assessed and 


Increase 
Duty. . | other Taxes. Total 1850. 


1851. 


Total 1851. 
Import. Tonnage. 


z£ #£ & £ £ £ z£ 
10,280 1,117 1,489 4,070 16,956 15,640 1,316 
Expenditure. 
3 3 ; 
a 3 > 5 fond s 
os ~ 3 8 oes 3 g 
$1 4 a 3 | & & 
£ £ 
3,987 546 5,331 15,484 | 15,984 } 500 | 7,442 


Of the surplus of 7,442/, the sum of 4,097/. are applicable to immigration purposes. 


Local Revenues. 


Church Land. Colony Hospital. Remarks. 


Revenue. | Expenditure.|. Revenue. | Expenditure. 


£ £ £ £ 
$1 13 572 571 


Expenditure, Great Britain. 


cit | attr. a 
£ £ £ £ £ Ist column includes salary of Gover- 
4,250 11,336 4,568 nor, stipendiary magistrates, cus- 


15,586 20,154 
toms officers, and postmasters. 
2d column all military expenses. 
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Population. GRENADA, 
Males. Females. Burials. 
15,713 16,958 715 
Land. 
Area in Sugar Crop, | Sugar Crop,} Increase, 
Square Miles.| Guttivation, | 1851+ Py emis. | 1851. perks, 


Hhds. Hhds. | Of the crop of 1851 equal to 8,160 


133 6,683 1,932 hhds. were exported. 


Coins and Currency. 


Notes in circulation. 


Specie in circulation. 


Estimated at about 30,0002. Not known. 


Churches. 
No. of Number Average 
Church of England Churches and of of Yeckta Remarks. 
and others. Chapels. Sittings. | attending. 
England - - 10 3,650 1,805 St. Peter’s Chapel, in which the num- 
Presbyterian - 1 240 100 ber of sittings are given, has never 
Wesleyan - - 4 900 1,500 | been opened for divine service. 
Schools. 
No. of No. of 
Church of | Scholars, | Scholars, oral ser nad Remarks, 
1851. 1850. : ; 
England = 856 804 42 _ The decrease in the Wesleyan Schools is 
Wesleyan - 355 S77 _ 24 attributable to the prevalence of measles 


and hooping-cough during the last few 
months of the year. 


Imports, Value in Sterling. 


From From From 
Great Britain. | British Colonies, | Foreign Countries.| Total, 1851. Increase. 
£ £ £ z£ £ 
83,448 48,428 27,054 158,930 25,283 


Exports. 
To To To 
Great Britain. | British Colonies. | Foreign Countries,| Total, 1851. Total, 1850. Increase. 
£ £ £ £ £ 


112,292 17,488 4,986 134,766 105,510 29,256 
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ss Shipping. Inwards. Tonnage. 


From From From 

Great Britain. British Colonies. | Foreign Countries. Total, 1851. Total, 1850. Decrease. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
7,700 9,394: 5,082 22,176 22,450 274 


Shipping. Outwards. Tonnage. 


To To To 
Great Britain. | British Colonies. | Foreign Countries,| Total, 1851. Metal, 1850. Increase. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
6,324 7,903 22,339 21,670 669 
Return ee eid ee EE SE Crimes and other Offences. 
Centesimal es Tr) ee Ta be Bee a eee 
Felons. Increase. according to the Debtors. 
aan Po hard Population. ; 
1851 * 7 62 11 
1850 197 — 60 6 
(True copies.) A. F. Connet, 


Private Secretary. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 10. 


Generat Apstract of the Returns of the Porviation of the Island of Grenapa and its Dependencies, according to the Census, taken on the 3d of October 1851. 


Districts or Parishes. Commissioners, 


Town of St. George - | WilliamGrant - 
J. M. Aird 


Parish of St. George - 


Parish of St. David. -| J.T. Streat 


Parish of St. Andrew - | John Wells 


Parish of St. Patrick - | Wm. McEwen - 
A. Preudhomme 


Parish of St. Mark -| A. 
Parish of St.John +} Wm. Cockburn 
Island of Carriacou - 


Names of 


Districts or Parishes. | Commissioners. 


Town of St, George - | William Grant - 


Parish of St. George - | J. M. Aird 


. M. Air 
Parish of St. David -| J.T. Streat - 
Parish of 8t. Andrew | John Wells - 
Parish of St. Patrick - | Wm. McEwen - 
Parish of St. Mark -| A. Preudhomme 


Parish of St.John - | Wm. Cockburn 


Island of Carriacou -| G, A. Mitchell - 


Grand Total - 


5 and under 10 Years. 
10 and under 15 Years. 


Under 5 Years. 
| 60 Years and upwards. 


ae 


| 15 and under 20 Years. 


£ | 20 and under 30 Years. 


g | 50 and under 60 Years. 


Pd 3 | 40 and under 50 Years. 


G. A. Mitchell - 
Grand Total - 


1,987] 1,472] 828 970 


| Huckstersand Petty Traders. 
| Mariners and Fishermen. 


> | Clergy. 
Be | Law. 
— Ss, 
8| wero! S | Writing Clorks. 


@o 
= 4 
= & | Artificers. 


+ ROL, 


FouShoaw | Merchants and Shopkeepers. 


DPN Physic. 


g 
o 
E 
= 
K) 
z 
S 
m 
23 
9 
6 
2 
3 
1 
2 
3 


au ga © 
er et Na a 


fis 


g gle 
i] EF 
° 
$15] gle 
Bie] 318 
Pg| 4 B/E | ¢ 
ali) E|dzla|l 
B12) 8 |e =l3 
410| 170 
si] 1 
27] - = 
65| - 
nl 18 
Slhace 
20| - - 
1,005] 634 189) 1,562 9,47 401 | 905 


<fo- 
w | 
: 
ao 


Ages. 


Females. 


“ly 

g| § 

Po] 
fo ont oe b Set ae 
BO | et 
are 
a|m |r] 6] ¢ 
|) ey Spe 
pea Ni ie a ef 
2/3] 8| 8 
ele) fine Sal SB 


2,133; 870 | 316 | 273, 


846| 64 25 8 
68] 48| - - 3] ae 


British Subjects, 


20 and under 30 Years. 
30 and under 40 Years. 
40 and under 50 Years. 
50 and under 60 Years. 
60 Years and upwards. 
Total Females. 
Natives of the Colony. 
Natives of Malta. 


| Grand Total. 


. a 
a8 
8 


I 


BESSSnes 
2BsEss 
RaSEee 
BSee 

Hig ote 


15,713| 2,393 | 2,036 |1,616 


Z 
a|_|./4 
BEE 
E EIEIE|2|¢ z 
,|S|F| 8/8 els 3 
e/8/¢ Zigi& 
2 S|) 4 om | & 
Z/ e/a E/ElZiE/2| Z| e 
a a2le|azl/ale|/ds| a&| so 
4,015] 406] 48° 5/16/10] 63] 4] 552) 4,567 
4,798] 583} 5) --|--|--| 22] 5] 615) 5.413) 
9,341] 214] 15) 1] 1] 5| 3] 1] 240) 2,581 
5,073] 437) 1041 2] 6|--|12| 1] 563] 5,635 
4,593} 464) 98!--|--|--| 5]--] 567) 5,160) 
1,562} 100 --| 1})--| 4]-+| 276] 1,788 
920] 135] 50}--| 2) 1] 7] 1] 196] 3.116 
4,358] 86) 9) --| 2)--| 5] 1) 103) 4,461 
400| 8 | 28 | 16 [121 | 13 |8,011 


Under 


Grand Total. 
Church of England. 
Moravians. 


5 Years - 7°44 7°32 
10 Years - 6°34 6°23 
15 Years - 5°86 4°95 
20 Years - 4°12 4°20 
80 Years - 8°25 8°79 
40 Years .- 6°08 6°84 
50 Years - 4°51 5°42 
60 Years - 2°53 3°50 

Above 
Years -| 2°97 4°65 
48°00 | 51°90 
Total Population . - 3 
Deduct— 


nt 
7|| Garrison of Fort George and Richmond Hill 


ES 


S 
ee | — ——- | —— | 
65 
65 


255 
ae 
22e 


ROD a 


a 
3 


264 
Prisoners confined in St. George’s Gaol - 4 
Colony Hospital - . - - 28 
'635| Mr. Sanderson’s Almshouse - - 2 
Mrs. Hamilton’s ditto . - o NY 
Lunatic Asylum . . . - 8 
Crews of Vessels belonging to the Colony - 8 
Crews of Vessels not belonging to the Colony 8 as 
~ . 5 . . + 82,285 


Remain 


Country. 


Foreigners, 


Males, | Females. 


SamvEL Cocksurn, 
\Commissioner-General of Population. 


‘SNOISSUSSOd TVINO'IOO SALSALVW UAH JO ALVLS 


18 
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Enclosure 5 in No. 10. 


AppEnp1x to the Census of the Island of Grenapa and its Dependencies, taken on the 
8d Day of October 1851. 


Tue total number of persons in the island of Grenada on the 3d of October 1851 
appears by the returns to have been 32,671, of which 15,713 were males and 16,958 were ‘ 
females, occupying 7,669 houses, and giving an average of 4°27 persons to each house. 

If we assume the whole extent of the island and its dependencies to contain, in round 
numbers, 85,000 acres, equal to 133 square miles, the proportion of individuals to each 
square mile will be 246. 

Taking the superficial area of each parish separately, the numbers will be as exhibited in 
the following table (— 


Centesimal 
Number of ; 
Number of | Number of ‘ Proportion as 
Districts. Momilee of Lay eee re ae eompared with 
ir Census. ies, . ie whole 
_ Square Mile. Population. 
Town of St. George - - 100 4,567 0°16 28,544 18°98 
Parish of St. George - - 16,564 5,413 26°00 209 16°57 
Parish of St. David - - 11,780 2,581 18°43 140 7°90 
Parish of St. Andrew - - 22,197 5,635 34°69 162 17°25 
Parish of St. Patrick - ae 10,510 5,160 16°43 314 15°79 
Parish of St. Mark - - 5,801 1,738 9°07 192 5°32 
Parish of St. John - - “ 9,586 3,116 14°99 208 9°56 
Carriacou and Grenadines - 8,462 4,461 13°23 338 13°63 


| 


85,000 32,671 133°00 30,107 100°00 


Total - 


The females, being 1,245 more than the males, give a per-centage of 3°81 upon the 
whole population, equal to 108 females to every 100 males; but for the ages under fifteen 
the males preponderate, being 6,415 to 6,045, showing there are 3 per cent. more boys than 
girls on the total of that age, equal to 94} girls toevery 100 boys, or 106° 12 boys to every 
100 girls. From the age of puberty, upwards, the surplus is on the side of the females, the 
numbers being 9,298 males to 10,913 females, showing 1,615 more females than males, and 
giving a proportion of 8 per cent. on the whole, equal to no less than 117°37 females 
to every 100 males. ‘This will appear more clearly in the following tabular form :— 


Ages. Males. Females. Proportions. 
Under 5 years - - - 2,431 2,393 6,415 Males to 6,045 Females, 
5 and under 10 - - - - 2,071 2,036 equal to 3 per cent., equal to 100 
10 and under 15 - - - 2 OUS 1,616 Males for every 94°25 Females. 
15 and under 20 - - - 1,346 1,373 
20 and under 30 - - - 2,695 2,872 9,298 Males to 10,913 Females, 
30 and under 40 - - - 1,987 2,234 equal to 8 per cent., equal to 
40 and under 50 - : 1,472 1,770 100 Males for every 117°37 
50 and under 60 - - - 828 1,144 Females. 
60 and upwards” - - - 970 1,520 
Total - - 15,713 16,958 3°81 per cent.=100 Males for 


every 108 Females. 


This relation of the sexes is very disproportionate, and greatly exceeds what obtains in 
European countries, but appears to correspond with the relative proportion in the West 
Indies generally. The ratio with respect to the younger classes, however, seems to approxi- 
mate more to the principles that govern this branch of the population in other parts of the 
world, the juvenile males being in excess of the females, with this difference, that in Europe 
the females commence to preponderate only at about the fortieth year, whereas here they 
begin at fifieen. 

This may be owing to emigration, for the males, when arrived at the age for labour, leave 
the island whilst the females remain stationary, and their habits of life exposing them to less 
accidents than the males, the mortality amongst them is not so great as in the other sex. 

The number of children under five years of age being— 

Males - - - - - = 2,400 
Females et So - - ~ - 2,398 


Total - - 4,824 
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Gives a proportion to the whole population of 14°%6 per cent., and the number of old 
people of sixty and upwards is :— 


Males - - - - - - 970 
Females - - ~ - - = -7,520 
Total - - 2,490 


Very little more than half the number of children, giving a proportion of 7°62 per cent., 
leaving 77°62 per cent. for the rest of the population, of which there are 7,500 (nearly 20 
per cent.) “fighting men,” from fifteen to fifty, able to bear arms, while more than 
one half of the population must be considered of the unproductive classes, as the following 
table will show :— ; 


TaBie of CentesimaL Proportions which the different Professions bear to the whole 


Population. 

Clerical, professional, official, and academical - 133 = 0°41 per cent. 
Agricultural - - - - 13,502 = 41°38 » ) 288. 
Commercial ~ - - 477 = 1°46 » (3298 
Architectural and mechanical’ - = 854 =. 5 67 7 Boog 
Maritime - - - eM eects a) [Pa » J ass 
Domestic (seamstresses, house-servants, and 

washers) - - - - 3,434 = 10°51 & 
Porters and others, variously employed Se ghee OAS ” 
Children’and others, unemployed - - 9,474 = 29°00 a 
Sick, infirm, and soldiers - - Se BIST aie hia bf = 

Total - 32,671 =—100°00 


The centesimal proportions which the natives of the different colonies bear to the whole 
population is shown as below :— 


Natives of the colony amount to - - 28,082 = 85°96 per cent. 
The natives of other British colonies = 7 tesi= - Babs Rs 
British Europeans, including Maltese ad 490 == 1°25 35 
Africans - - - = 2,425 = 7°48 > 
Natives of Madeira and foreign Europeans - AOS =) ~ 11325 Be 
Americans, foreign West Indians, &c. - 178 = 0°54 ss 
Total - 32,671 =100°00 
eed ——— 


In regard to the sanitary condition of the population, it will be noticed that there are’ only 
401 sick and 905 infirm persons, giving a proportion in the one case of 1°23 per cent., and 
in the other 2°77. 

The town of Saint George, containing 4,567 persons, inhabiting 655 houses, gives seven 
persons to each house, and being 100 acres in extent, equal to the 0°16 part of a square 
mile, gives 45°67 persons to the square acre. The centesimal prcportion to the whole 
population is 14, and there being 1,843 males and 2,'724 females, the result is that there are 
147° 80 females to every 100 males, nearly as 1 to 13. ‘ 

The town may be separated into three grand divisions, viz., the * Colony Hospital” lands, 
the “* Church lands,” and the Freehold lands. The two former are occupied, with a few 
exceptions, by the middling and lower classes, who hold their tenures by lease from the 
respective corporations, paying to the one (the Colony Hospital) from 20s. to 30s. per lot 
per annum, and to the other, Is. 6d. Jate currency—‘7-d. sterling per foot of frontage, 
ground rent, besides street tax 2 per cent., and house tax 14 per cent., together 3} per cent. 
on the assessed value of the rental; and the latter division, by the higher and more wealthy 
portion of the community, paying only the 3} per cent. assessments. At the time the last 
census was taken, these people, principally respectable females, appeared content and happy 
in their little dwellings, receiving a moderate income from the rental of the lower flats of 
their houses, and otherwise gaining a decent livelihood by sewing, but now seven years have 
made a great difference in their circumstances. Many a family of spinsters who were 
supported by their needle are now pining in want and distress from the general and exten- 
sive importation of ready-made clothing, and the increase in the number of inferior 
seamstresses, who have by competition reduced the charges to a mere pittance ; while others, 
- whose rentals formerly supported them, are now destitute, from their premises having fallen 
into decay, and their inability to repair them, Houses that were formerly tenanted are now 
dilapidated and abandoned, and the lessees generally of these two departments are not only 
unable to pay their rents, but can hardly even earn their daily subsistence. On the other 
hand, the few houses that are building are principally by the labourers and lately imported 
Africans, who are rising fast in the scale of society, to fill the places, at no distant period, of 
their superiors of the middle classes, who are fast sinking into poverty and ruin. Even the 
proprietors of the freeholds feel the difference in the times, and those females who have 
no means of obtaining a livelihood, save from their rent-rolls, find it now to be a very preca- 
rious income to depend upon. 

In the country districts the picture is more cheering. The peasantry appear joyful and 
happy in their little homesteads, many of them possessing comfortable cottages on their 
patches of land, upon which they grow the sugar cane, and grind it on the neighbouring 
estates for half the produce, by which they obtain a considerable sum, besides the provisions 
they send to market, and their daily monev-earnings whenever they choose to work on the 
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sugar plantations. Thus are they in comparatively easy circumstances, and are fast 
approaching an important position in the community. 

With reference to the increase and aecrease since the last census, it is impossible to insti- 
tute any satisfactory comparison, for, owing to the paucity of materials arising from the 
want of a regular system of registration of marriages, births, and deaths, there are no reliable 
data upon which to base any of those calculations which indicate by their results the 
interesting and important laws and principles that govern the climatalogy, morality, 
and vital statistics of a country; still, however, it may be useful to deduce some rough 
approximations. 

The number of the population on the 3d June 1844, when the last census was taken, was 
28,923, which, compared with the present amount, 32,671, gives an apparent increase 
of 3,748 in the seven years, equal to 535 per annum=1°64 per cent. per annum; but if we 
deduct the 1,052 Africans imported in the “ Clarendon,” * Ceres,” “ Brandon,” and 
* Atlantic,” in 1849 and 1850, and their issue, and also the. 460 Portuguese and other 
immigrants since 1846 (many of whom, however, have since died), together about 1,500 
souls, the balance due to the increase of the population will be 2,248, or 321 annually, 
equal to 1°10 per cent. per annnm on the whole population. But, taking the two census 
as they are, and reducing the table of ages in the present census to correspond with that of 
the last, we will have an apparent increase, as exhibited in the schedule below :— 


Taste of the comparative IncreasE and Decrease of the Porutation at the following Ages. 


MALES. FEMALES. 
g |g 3 — 1844.] 1851.| — 
3 Fi 3 , 
ice] x 2 = bt 
xt 42 3} 3 oO 
oO @o 
P) oe p=} Qa A 
Under 10 - | 3,757| 4,502] 745] - | 3,592] 4,429 1,582] Total Males - | 13,732| 15,713] 1,981 
10 at 16 - | 1,646} 2,450} 804] - 1,576 | 2,108 1,336] Total Females | 15,191) 16,958] 1,767 
16 at 50 - | 6,338] 6,963] 625 | - | 7,472) 7,757 2 ee 
50 at 60 - | 1,177 828|}- -|349] 1,828] 1,144] - 28,923) 32,671) — . 
Above 60 - 814 970} 156] - | 1,223] 1,520] 297 28,923) — 
13,732 |15,713 | 2,330 | 349 [15,191 |16,958 | 1,951 | 184] 4,281 Equal to 12°96 in7 years, 
Deduct - 13,732| 349 | - J- - [15,191] 184] - 533] or 535 per annum = 185 
— ---—. — per cent. per annum 3,748] 3,748 
Net Increase |- ~-| 1,981/1,981 | - - | 1,767 | 1,767 3,748 | Deduct immigrants, &c.| 1,500 
Equal to 7°70 in years —7)2,248 
Equal to 6°85 per cent. in 7 years Equal to 6°11 per cent. in — 
or ao Total Increase, Males 


283 per annum = 0°98 per cent per annum. and Females - - 32Iperan. 


252 per annum = 0°87 per 

cent. per annum, Equal to 1°10 per cent. per annum on 
the whole population, after all de- 
ductions. 


Thus there appears to be an increase in all the ages and in both sexes, except between 
fifty and and sixty years, and the males have increased more than the females (owing doubt- 
less in some measure to immigration) in the ratio of 14 to 11, but the net average inctease 
of male and female, altogether, on the whole population, since the last census, appearsto be 
as near as possible 1°10 per cent. per annum. The decrease appears to have occurred only 
between fifty and sixty, those ages apparently merging into the numbers above sixty ; hence 
the increase above that age corresponds very nearly with the increase in the sick and infirm, 
the one being 453, and the other 430, but how much is due to births and deaths it is utterly 
impossible correctly to ascertain. 


Taste showing the Increase and Decrease in each Parish since the last Census, distin- 


guishing the Sexes. 
es he Nees Ps ee ee ed Be il ae 


v 

1e44, | 1851, 3 

Districts or Parishes. 1844, | 1851, | ¢ : a SS nd 

Males. | Males. é 5 Females. | Females. ; Females. | Females, | 

A iA re & 
Town of St. George -| 1,921] 1,843 |- -|78] 2,476 | 2,724 | 248 4,397 | 4,567 | 170 
Parish of St. George -| 2,261 | 2,759 | 498 | - 2,307 | 2,654 | 347 | 4,568 | 5,413 | 845 
Parish of St. David -| 1,089 | 1,245 | 156 | -| 1,258 | 1,336 | 78 | 2,347 2,581 | 234 
Parish of St. Andrew-| 2,530 | 2,785 | 255 | -| 2,729 | 2.850 | 121 5,259 | 5,635 | 376 
Parish of St. Patrick -| 2,047 | 2,514 | 467 | - | 2,957 2,646 | 389 | 4,304 | 5,160 | 856 
Parish of St. Mark - 739 873 | 184 | - 828 865 | 37] 1,567 | 1,738 | 171 
Parish of St. John = -| 1,312} 1,561 | 294 | - 1,344 | 1,555 | 211 | 9,656 | 3,116 | 460 
Carriacou - -| 1,833 | 2,133 | 300 | -| 1,992 | 2,398 | 336 | 3,825 | 4,461 | 636 


a 


13,732 | 15,713 1,981 | 78 15,191 | 16,958 [1,767 | 28,923 | 32,671 |3,748 
{ 


This table cannot be taken as exhibiting the relative sanity of the different parishes, as 


“some of the most unhealthy quarters, where the greatest mortality has been known to prevail 
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appear to have had the greatest accession to their population, but it shows the movement of GBENADA. 
the population in changing their localities; a great deal is due also to the immigrants that hid 
have been placed on the sugar estates. 


Tasxe showing the Increase and Decrease in the different Professions. 


Decrease. 
Clergy - - - - - 12 2 mae 
Law - - - Py - 4 _ 2 
Physic - = = . : 16 a 3 
Government officers - - - - 55 o— —_ 
Planters 1844. 1851. 490 a a 
Field labourers § Agriculture 10,685—13,502 { 10,198 2,814 — 
Merchants and shopkeepers - - - - 126 26 _— 
Hucksters and petty traders - - - 300 _ 58 
Writing clerks - - - - 99 —_ 16 
Artificers - - - Cn a 1,711 143 — 
Mariners and fishermen - - - 389 78 — 
Seamstresses - - - - 1,409 386 —_ 
House servants - - - - - 1,036 _ 31 
Washerwomen and laundresses - - - 661 — 27 
Others variously employed - - ° 4,498 _ 2,678 
Children and others not employed - - 5,043 4,431 —_ 
Sick and infirm - - - - 876 430 — 


There is some error in the number of field labourers, as the casual labourers have been 
classified together with those constantly employed on the estates, At least one third should 
be deducted to give the actual labourers engaged in cultivating the staples of the country. 
The decrease in Jaw was caused by two gentlemen of the profession being in England at the 
time, one of whom has since died, and the other has returned to the colony. ‘The decrease 
in the “hucksters” is owing to the Maltese having driven nearly all the native petty 
chapmen out of the trade, It also appears that several of those under the head of variously ” 
employed in 1844, are now included under that of children and others unemployed, 


Tasxe of Increase in the Natives of different Countries :— 


Country. 1844, 1851. 
Natives of the colony “ « = . 25,033 28,082 
Other British West Indies - - - 1,028 1,168 
British Europeans - - - - 384 
Maltese - - - - - 26 407 410 
Total British subjects - - - - 26,468 29,660 
Africans - - . - - 2,285 2,425 
Foreigners - - - - - 170 586. 
Total - - - - 28,923 32,671 


This table shows that the bulk of the increase is amongst the natives, as no less than 3,049 
souls have been added to the population, which may be safely assumed to be from the 
amount of births over deaths, giving a ratio in the seven years of 14 per cent. per annum. 
It also confirms the table of the comparative increase and decrease of the population, as it 
shows a great many of the old Africans are now dying off, and were it not for the recent 
importations the decrease amongst them would have been 912, instead of any increase at all. 
Of the 416 foreigners 400 are natives of Madeira, the remnants of those imported in 1846, 
and who appear to be now quite settled down in the colony, 


Religion. 1844. | 1851. Increase. Decrease. 
Church of England - . - 2 8,800 10,025 1,225 —_ 
Church of Scotland - - - - - 328 264 — 64 
Wesleyans - = ry 2 a 1,264 1,657 393 = 
Moravians - - s = = — 34 34 — 
Roman Catholics - - 5 - . 18,525 20,675 2,150 _ 
Jews - - - - - - 2 — — 2 
Mahomedans - - « - ° 4: 16 12 a 
Total - - - - - 28,923 | 32,671 3,814 66 
Deduct decrease - - - -{ - - - - 66 —_ 
Net increase - - - -| - - | - - 3,748 ~~ 


| 
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This table speaks for itself, but it cannot be considered as a criterion of the numbers of 

the different persuasions, inasmuch as the Census Act did not provide for registering more 
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than two denominations, viz., Protestants and Roman Catholics; so that some of the enume- 
rators, who chose, noted down the other persuasions, and some did not. 


Taste of the Increase and Decrease between the Members of the Church of England 
and the Church of Rome in the different Parishes :—- 


r Se 4 4 
a aie ae 12 | 3g |2 | 8 
ee Eg FI Dis. 8 a . 88 ® 8 
g 5.8 & eof 8 tof ] 

Parishes or Districts. 3 Sa € @ £8 & z on =| : a gl 
is & | ,o/ 83 |] 88 oO | go 

a | ge |G | ae |g | 22 13 | 8 

2 2 5 Fis) 5 Ct 5 3 

< a4 4 Aa A A 4 A 
Town of St. George - - 0°16 4,567 | 170 2,198 | 172 1,642 |- -| 92 
Parish of St. George -} 26°00 | 5,413 | 845 766 | 145 | 3,691] 429) — 
Parish of St. David - -| 18°43 2,581 | 234 290 81 2,284 | 160| — 
Parish of St. Andrew - 34°69 5,635 376 1,311 22 4,215 | 295 _ 
Parish of St. Patrick - - 16°43 5,160 | 1,456 1,305 | 225 3,746 649 = 
Parish of St. Mark - - 9°07 1,738 171 301 48 1,418 122 _ 
Parish of St. Johns - - 14°99 3,116 | 460 725 162 2,372 | 288] — 
Carriacou’ - - - 13°23 4,461 636 3,129 70 1,307 254) — 
Total - - | 133°00 | 32,671 | 3,748 | 10,025 | 1,225 | 20,675 |2,242 | 92 


Showing that the number of Roman Catholics is more than double that of the followers of 
the Church of England; the one being 63°30, and the other 31 per cent. in the total 
population, and that the accession is nearly in the same ratio; but even this cannot be 
depended upon, as many of the children were assumed to be of the persuasion of their 
parents. 

Thus it appears that the colony is so far satisfactorily progressing in religious improve- 
ment, and that, notwithstanding the many deaths which have occurred from epidemic and 
endemic diseases and other casualties incident to the climate, and making due allowance for 
immigration, there still remains an increase of at least 1 per cent. per annum, due to natural 
causes ; very trifling, it is true, but sufficient to prove the existence of the elements necessary 
to promote an increase of population. 

How far their occupations, habits, and diet are calculated to invigorate the constitution or 
improve the physical and mental powers, or otherwise, of the labouring population, is a 
question that would require a closer investigation than can at present be instituted; but it is 
remarkable that, notwithstanding the advantages of a climate proverbially healthy, abundance 
of food, and description of labour not requiring any over exertion of the physical or mental 
powers, and the general comfortable condition of the peasantry, the increase has yet been so 
far below the ratio which might reasonably have been expected. 

An opinion pretty generally prevails, that, although infants and children are exempt from 
many of the diseases fatal to them in European countries, the greatest mortality is to be 
here found among this class ; supposed, and with much apparent truth, to arise either from a 
disinclination on the part of parents to incur the expense, or a habit of never considering 
any ailment of sufficient importance to require medical assistance, until it assumes a character 
which renders the medical advicé then sought totally useless. 

It appears then that the deficiency of increase not being traceable to physical or natural 
causes, must rather be attributed to the social and moral habits of the people. It is true that 
the outward decencies of civilized life are more highly respected than formerly, but that an 
unreserved promiscuous intercourse of the sexes still prevails to an undue extent is frequently 
the theme of regret to all who take an interest in the moral and religious state of the 
country. 

A general system of education, accompanied with moral and religious training, must form 
the basis of any future improvement. But here, as in the mother country, there are many 
obstacles to be overcome, and not among the least is, that education is by many supposed to 
imply an immunity from manual labour. The parents not having received the benefits of 
education are not able to impress upon the minds of their children a due appreciation of its 
advantages, nor prepared to make any sacrifice to obtain it. From old associations, agricul- 
tural labour has been considered degrading ; and the facilities afforded of a competency from 
the sale of the produce of provision grounds, wood, and charcoal, render all agricultural 
labour uncertain and precarious. It is somewhat singular that the blessings of abundance 
should, it may be said, form the principal barrier to the moral advancement of a people, 

Still, upon the whole, there remains sufficient evidence to warrant the lively hope that the 
natural resources and moral elements of the island, both Jatent and active, judiciously fostered 
and cherished by measures tending to their full development, and powerfully assisted by a total 
absence of al] class prejudices, are sufficient to cause, at no distant period, a great improve- 
ment in the general tone of society, and produce a more rapid increase in the population of 
the country. S. CockBurn, 

Commissioner-General of population. 
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TOBAGO. TOBAG.), 


(No. 21.) No. 11. aa 


Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Hamu ron to the 
Right Hon. Sir Joun S, Paxineton Bart. 


Windward Islands, Barbados, May 3, 1852. 
Sir, (Received June 7, 1852.) 
I nave the honour to transmit the Report of the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Tobago, accompanying the Blue Book of that colony for 1851. 

2. The financial condition of the island continues to be embarrassing, and a 
bar to every effort at iinprovement. The recent changes in the administration 
of the local Government may have contributed, in some measure, to retard 
arrangements for promoting a better state of money matters; but I am afraid 
that we must place a great portion of it to the account of the poverty of the 
proprietors, and their inability to bear taxation. 

8. The present Lieut.-Governor seems, from the moment of his arrival, to 
have set his mind to-grapple with this mischievous state of things, and I hope 
that he will succeed in persuading the Legislature of the island that the main- 
tenance of their Government, and of those institutions that are indispensable to 
all civilized communities, is an essential concomitant of their own individual 
well-being. Let them, if it be necessary, frame them and regulate them on the 
most moderate scale ; but neglect or abandon them, and the consequences become 
ruinous and irreparable. 

4. ‘To whatever question connected with Tobago attention may be directed, 
the same one obstacle, the inability to pay, presents itself. 

In the half-yearly returns, which go home by this opportunity, it will be 
observed that the sum allotted for educational purposes is.so trifling, that when 
divided into portions for the several districts, the pittance becomes such as makes 
it impossible to procure the services of competent teachers. 

5. Again, if we look to the state of the gaol in Scarborough, it will be seen February 5, 1852. 
from the report of the Inspector of Prisons for 1851, which also accompanies 
this despatch, that so far from being adapted to the most ordinary prison dis- 
cipline, it is not sufficiently secure for the confinement of prisoners, or even for 
their segregation from the rest of the community. 

6. This lamentable condition of the gaol has caused much anxiety to the 
Governor General, and has led to repeated admonitions to the Legislature of 
Tobago. ‘That these remonstrances have hitherto produced little effect is too 

_ evident from the stated fact in the Inspector’s report that the amount expended 
in repairs of the establishment during the year 1851 amounted to Qu. 1s. 

7. If means are not found for the punishment and reform of offenders, or for 
the education of the poor and the prevention of crime, he who will first suffer 
will of course be the proprietor or his representative, both in his social state and 
his agricultural prospects; and as seriously affecting the moral and physical 
condition of the labourer himself, it must inevitably lead to a reference to those 
principles which Lord Grey laid down in his circular despatch of the 30th of 
October 1850, for the purpose of regulating the distribution of the liberated 
Africans. The colonists should feel that a grave responsibility rests upon Her 
Majesty’s Government in apportioning any number of these people to an island 
where some of the strongest reasons that we urge for their removal from Africa 
will not in fact be verified. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed)» KER B. HAMILTON. 
The Right Hon. Sir J. 8. Pakington, Bart. 


&e. &c. &c. 
(No. 29.) ‘ Enclosure No. 1. 
Government House, Tobago, 
Sir, ‘ April 17, 1852. 


I wave the honour to transmit to your Excellency herewith the Blue 
Book of this colony for the year 1851. 
2. There is little to add to the reports of the last few years in reference to 
the condition of this island generally. _ 
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%. The insufficiency of the permanent revenue to meet the current expenses 
of the Government and the delay orf the part of the Legislature in resorting to 
the raising of temporary ways and means has produced, and continues to pro- 
duce, much embarrassment in the public service. 

4, The Tariff Act, though very defective in its provisions for the collection 
and protection of the revenue derivable under it, has been productive, and has 
greatly assisted in relieving the public Treasury ; but the appropriations for the 
year 1851 have exceeded the amount of revenue raised. ‘The goal of Scar- 
borough is in consequence left in a most improper state. 

5. The circumstances and resources of the colony are certainly very much 
reduced, and an amount of gloom and uncertainty as to future prospects has 
doubtless the effect of damping the energies of the planters, many of whom 
talk of abandoning the estates which they cultivate at a loss. 

6. I have striven by every means in my power to show the Legislature the 
absolute necessity of at once, and at any sacrifice, putting their financial affairs 
upon a respectable footing, by the imposition of a land tax, or otherwise. To 
what extent I shall be successful, rem#tns to be seen. They are now at the 
commencement of the legislative session, and the assurances I have received 
in answer to my address at its opening, lead me to believe that they intend 
seriously to set about the permanent adjustment of their financial affairs. 

7. The subject of education is not lost sight of in this colony, but the want 
of means, and consequent incompetency of the teachers, renders its progress far 
from satisfactory. Very successful efforts have been and are made by the 
Moravians and Wesleyans, and I trust the Legislature will find means to carry 
out my earnest recommendations on this subject. 

8. There is neither an hospital nor a lunatic asylum in the island. Law 
costs in all the caurts are too high, especially in the Courts of Chancery 
and of Ordinary, but the want of funds to compensate present incumbents for 
the reduction of their incomes prevents this, as it does nearly every other 
necessary reform in the institutions of the colony. 

9. I have to express much regret that my very severe indisposition has occa- 
sioned some unavoidable delay in transmitting this Blue Book. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) D. DALY, 
: Lieut.-Governor. 
His Excellency the Administrator of the 
General Government, Windward Islands. 


(True copy.) 
A, F, Connetu, Private Secretary. 


Enclosure 3. 
Sir, Tobago, February 5, 1852. 
As Inspector of Scarborough Gaol (the only one in the island) I had the honour to 
report to his Honour the President on the 29th of October 1849, also on the 9th of March 
1850, and again on the 29th of April 1850, respecting the unfitness of the present build- 
ing as a prison, and of the unwholesomeness of the site. 

In my report of the 29th April 1850 I observed, relating to the security, size, 
classification, wholesomeness, cleanliness, and ventilation, that I considered the present 
site too confined in space for a gaol, the edifice much too small for anything approaching 
a proper classification, and the yard too limited to admit of common accommodation for 
airing yards, kitchen, hospital, store-rooms, gaoler’s apartments, working and implement 
sheds, bathing-rooms, and other requisite offices. 

I noticed in my report of the 29th April 1850 that the adjoining land to the south of 
the yard would be a valuable addition to the gaol; and if the prison is to remain where 
it now is, with a desire on the part of the Legislature to carry prison regulations in a 
greater degree into effect, it would seem desirable to possess it ; the objections, however, 
to this addition are great. My notions of a gaol are, that it should be a place of solitude; 
such a place of confinement that it could not be immediately and closely overlooked by 
the neighbouring houses, nor by passengers in the public highways. As it is, the gaol 
is overlooked, and the prisoners within are constantly conversing and passing signs 
with persons outside, and receiving tobacco, and other forbidden articles, which it is quite 
impossible for the officers of the gaol to prevent. 

If the gaol premises be extended up the brow of the hill towards the Market Square, I fear 
that ail proper privacy and seclusion will cease, and that such exposure will tend to amuse 
and harden the culprit, instead of being a terror to him, and will also have an injurious 
tendency on public morals ; besides, with this spot of land attached to the old tenement, 
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and all the improvements made of which so small a space is capable, and in such a posi- 
tion, I should consider the object sought will not be accomplished, and the expenditure 
will prove very great and abortive. 

The present house, converted into a gaol, I respectfully submit is not adapted to the 
requirements of the colony, but might be useful, and anwer well to the colony as a 
bonded warehouse for goods imported, and also afford accommodation for a police 
station. 

The hurricane of 1847 threw down the south side stone wall, and, as a substitute, deal 
planks with pitch pine uprights were knocked roughly together; the latter are decayed 
in that part which is inserted in the ground, and being thus sapped at the foundation the 
whole will be at no great distance of time infallibly overturned by the united power 
of the elements and its own weight. 

Should a prisoner attempt to climb this crumbling wall, he cannot fail to throw the 
whole down upon himself; but that in all probability will not be tried, as the apertures 
in these rotten deal boards enable the prisoners to converse with parties outside the gaol, 
and to receive any article that may be conveyed to them, with nearly as much ease as if 
a gap were made for their exit and ingress. In October next, this wooden barrier will 
have been exposed to the elements five years, without being once tarred or painted. 

So far as whitewashing and sweeping will effect cleanliness in the gaol, it is done. 

For years this prison has been almost entirely neglected, in consequence, such is the 
extent of dilapidation that the major part will require renewing ; the very entrance gate, 
tottering on its corroded hinges, is a fair specimen of the influence of time on all 
within the walls. 

There is barely a pane of glass in the building, nor a window-frame sound enough 
to hold one ; the consequence is, the prisoners, particularly the debtors in the upper story, 
have bitterly complained of suffering from both rain and cold. The flooring is in bad 
condition ; the prisoners in the upper story can see through, and converse through 
the interstices between the boards with the prisoners on the ground floor. 

The gaoler and turnkey’s apartments require immediate renovation. The kitchen roof 
is nearly destroyed, the oven out of order, and almost every door and shutter throughout 
the building is in a state of decay, or requiring repair. 

There is no chaplain appointed to this gaol, nevertheless the rector of St. Andrews did 
occasionally deliver a lecture ; but on examining the gaol journal I do not find any notice of 
a visit from any minister of the gospel during the last half year. In other respects the pri- 
soners are destitute of moral and religious instruction, so that little or no reformation of the 
criminal can be expected, and he must again be thrown upon society as ignorant as when 
he entered the prison. 

There is no matron appointed to this establishment, and the accommodation for female 
prisoners is most scanty and objectionable ; indeed, classification and regulation are out of 
the question in any department of this prison. 

The prisoners have suffered much from sickness during the half year ending 31st 
December, principally from influenza and remittent fevers; the medical attendant has 
been in constant attendance. 

The number of deaths in the gaol during the year 1851 were two, both from disease of 
the heart. 

The only sum of meney expended on the repairs of this establishment during the year 
1851 amounted to the sum of 21. 1s. : 

The issue of provisions has been regular, and as conformable as possible to the regula- 
tions. The food has been good, and the prisoners have had no complaint to make 
respecting it. 

I beg leave to add a few statistical remarks as an appendix to this report. 

T have, &c. 
Dominick Daly, Esq. (Signed) § Kaye Dowtarp, 
&. &e Inspector of Prisons. 


Rerurn of the Numper of Persons committed to ScarsoroucH Goa 
during the year 1851. 
a ener ree ei shee BEI ho TAI) ds tk wy 


Number of Commitments 


in 1851. 
Nature of Offence. Remarks, 


Males, | Females. Total. 


For trial in Queen’s Bench 9 2 11 Of the eleven for trial, two males and 
For petty theft - - 22 _- 22 one female only were convicted, one 
For misdemeanor =} are 20 93 died, two are out on buil, and five 
For debt a = 10 —_ 10 remain for trial. 

114 22 136 
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Rerurn of the Number of Prisoners confined in ScanporoucH Gaon 
on the Ist of January 1852. 


Prisoners confined in Goal 
Ist January 1852. 


Nature of Offence. Remarks, 
Males, Females. | Total. 
Convicts - - 14 1 15 Thenumber of punishments for breaches 
For trial - - - 4 1 5 of prison discipline were 16; viz. :— 
Petty theft - 5 _ 5 2 males, by whipping. 
Misdemeanor - . 6 2 8 1, ‘in irons. 
Debt - e - 5 1 6 13 ,, in solitary confinement. 
34 5 59 16 


(Signed) Kaye Dowzrarp, S.J. P. 


SAINT VINCENT. 


(No. 17.—Executive.) No. 12. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Hamirron to the Right Hon. 

Sir Joun S. Paxineton Bart. 

Windward Islands, Barbados, 
Sir, June 24, 1852, 
I nave the honour to transmit herewith the Saint Vincent Blue Book for 
1851, together with the Report of the Lieutenant-Governor. 

2. Sir John Campbell’s objections to tax the industrial products of the island, 
his preference of a well-regulated system of moderate import duties, and the 
extent to which he thinks that such duties would affect the supply of labour and 
the cultivation of native provisions, are all discussed in a manner that will arrest 
your attention. My own experience here, and particularly in Grenada, between 
which island and Saint Vincent there are many points of similarity, enables me 
to vouch for the truth of most of his premises. 

3. Sir John Campbell is of opinion that the returns taken last year of the 
population are fallacious, and do not give the actual numbers. The same belief 
existed in every one of these colonies with respect to their respective census. 
The disinclination of the people to make the returns tequired of them, and their 
inability to fill them up properly, were generally assigned as the reasons of the 
numbers being understated. As far as St. Vincent is concerned, if it had not 
been for the strong opinion expressed by Sir John Campbell, to whose local 
knowledge and experience I must yield, the very small increase to the population 
from natural causes would not have surprised me. At any time that increase 
in these islands under the most favourable circumstances is not considerable ; the 
general impression is that the mortality in St. Vincent from small-pox, in 
1849-50, was extraordinary ; and compared with Grenada, for example, or even 
Barbados, the number of children in the island under ten years of age is not 
calculated by any means to throw distrust on the present returns. 

4. In one, and one only, of the Lieutenant-Governor’s remarks, under the 
head of education, would I venture to disagree with him. ‘The small contribu- 
tion exacted from scholars attending the public schools has the effect, he thinks, 
of lessening their number. Experience has shown it to be otherwise. It has 
been found that education, like many other things, is prized according to its 
cost, and that when paid for, however moderately, is more regularly and keenly 
sought than at entirely free schools. The labouring classes in these communi- 
ties offer no exception to this feeling; and it has been observed to me, with 
regard to Barbados, that not only is there a teluctance to avail themselves of 
gratuitous teaching, but that there is an emulation amongst them to send their 
children to the more expensive schools. : 

5. I fear that the present financial condition of the West India Colonies 
makes it useless to renew the discussion as to the formation of a penal setttle- 
ment, in this country. The necessity for some means of secondary punish- 
ment has in no degree subsided since the subject attracted the attention of. 
Her Majesty’s Government in 1844 or 1845. To make it efficient, I think, with 
Sir John Campbell, that it must invelve an entire separation, and the wider the 
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better, from former associates and haunts. In the absence of all likelihood of 
such an establishment being now formed through the joint efforts of ene 
different colonies, to all of whom it is an object of the deepest importance, I 
would almost venture to suggest the renewal to the Government of Demerara 
of those overtures towards sharing in the advantages of the convict institution 
on the Essequibo, which were, I am aware, somewhat summarily rejected 
in 1843, but which I have reason to think would now be favourably 
entertained. 

6. With these brief remarks of a general and practical nature, I will no 
longer detain you from the perusal of a paper evincing ability and observation, 
in which you will find a variety of interesting and useful information respecting 
Saint Vincent, and the advancement of some striking opinions, which are reasoned 
with great clearness and intelligence. 

Iam, &c. 
(Signed) KER B, HAMILTON. 


Reporr to accompany Blue Book, 1851. 
Tazes, &c. 


1. In the system of taxation no change from that of former years has been 
adopted, nor have the general sources of revenue been altered. Some improve- 
ments may doubtless be effected; but the method which has obtained, with 
slight variation, for a series of years, seems to have adapted itself to the habits 
of the people, and any extensive reformation would probably be regarded with 
distaste and suspicion. 

2. The system possesses at least two points of merit : moderation in demand, 
and economy in administration. A reference to' the value of exports and 
imports, taken also in connexion with the number of the population, will 
establish the former point. While the exports amounted to 218,521/., and the 
imports to 198,679/., the whole sum received by taxes and duties was only 
15,413/, 10s. 1d., or about 3°77 per cent. on the combined value of exports and 
imports. By the census taken this year, the number of the inhabitants seems 
to be 30,128, and thus taxation is to the small extent of 10s. 3d. a-head; 
whereas the consumption of foreign products alone, as shown by the imports, 
after deducting re-exports, amounting to 11,519/., is at the rate of 61. 4s. 3d. for 
each individual. If to this be added the value of home produce consumed, 
which cannot be ascertained, but which I have reason to believe is more than 
that of foreign, it will be perceived that the taxes are the reverse of oppressive, 
and in reality take very little from the comforts of the people. The expense of 
collection was 583/. 11s. 2d., or somewhat less than 4 per cent. ; but if to this is 
added the salary of the treasurer, 900/., a total administrative expenditure of 
1,483/. 11s. 2d. is the result, or about 10 per cent. on the receipts. 

3. It is, it appears to me, neither just or expedient to reduce, without his 
own willing consent, the salary of any officer during an existing tenure, 
especially, as in the case here, when his duties are ably performed ; but in 
the present reduced circumstances of the colony it may be matter for con- 
sideration whether, should an opportunity occur, a reduction in the remunera- 
tion attached to the office of treasurer will not be advisable. 

4. I have observed an objection taken by high authority to the plan of 
imposing duties upon imports; but I must take leave to say that I do not see 
the force of this objection, and to record a different opinion, in as far at Jeast as 
the interests of this colony are concerned. ‘aking for granted that a certain 
revenue must be raised, the abolishing or modifying taxes upon imports would 
only cause a substitution. Where is this to be placed? Surely it is not 
desirable that it should fall upon the exports, or those staple articles that 
form the source from which all wealth flows, as any such direct and weighty 
imposition on them must plainly operate as a great discouragement to enter- 
prise, industry, and general improvement. 

There seems no satisfactory mode of taxing agriculture other than by an 
ad valorem duty upon produce, of which the quantity is ascertained by returns 
from the planters, or by a customs duty upon export. The former of these two 
has long been in practice; and on the ground of its tendency, moderate although 
its demands be, to operate as a check on improvement, it was at one time 
proposed to substitute a fixed land tax, of which the amount per acre should be 


ST. VINCENT. 


447 


448 


92 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


settled on the basis of the different crops produced. But, setting aside the 
expense of a survey, it is difficult, if not impracticable, to arrive in this way at a 
fair result, as the gradations in the qualities of soil and expense of cultivation 
are almost infinite. Any increase of taxation upon agricultural produce must 
therefore be in the shape of an enlarged direct duty upon the quantity raised or 
exported, and so, at a time when they are little able to bear it, impose an 
additional burden upon the planters, which must inevitably have the effect of 
discouraging and diminishing the species of industry which is paramountly 
requisite for the general well-being of the community. I believe a moderate 
customs duty on exports would be preferable to levying an ad valorem tax on 
the amount of produce returned by the producers, for the general reason that 
taxes depending upon the returns, and consequently in a great measure at 
the mercy of those who are to pay them, will commonly be unequally and 
unfairly distributed. Another advantage attending this arrangement would be 
found in a more strict registration at the custom house. ‘The duties being laid 
on certain amounts of weight and measure, the total quantities exported would 
be correctly ascertained ; whereas at present account is necessarily taken only of 
the numbers of various packages, which, although of the same denomination, 
are of different capacity. Some sugar hogsheads, for instance, contain 18 cwt., 
some only 14 cwt., and there is no approach to any fixed standard. 

5. Having thus stated briefly, as the nature of this report requires, my 
reasons for objecting to any increase to the burdens upon the produce of agri- 
culture, I would, with deference to the opinions of those who have taken 
a different view, explain my grounds for believing that it is politic to derive the 
larger portion of the revenue from indirect taxation on articles imported 
for consumption. Putting out of view the general arguments with reference to 
direct and indirect taxation, I shall treat the subject merely as it is inflenced by 
specialties, which my experience of the condition of this colony has presented 
for consideration. 

The problem to be solved is so to construct taxation as to render its influence 
in the least possible degree injurious to the immediate interests of any class, or, 
going beyond this negative quality, to make it even subservient in aid of a com- 
fortable and improving condition of the mass of the people, while at the same 
time the wages of labour shall be at such moderate rate as to enable the planters, 
with the exercise of due industry and skill, to conduct their estates with a 
reasonable and just profit. Now, I must say that I consider the solution of this 
problem is to be obtained by a system of moderate and well-regulated taxes 
upon articles of consumption imported. 

In order to prove this, it is necessary, in the outset, to remark an important 
difference in the laws which regulate the course of labour and wages here and in 
Britain respectively, or indeed in any country having a temperate climate and 
an abundant population. 

In the latter, owing to the usually steady and eager competition for work, 
wages must in a great measure, if not altogether, be regulated by the cost 


" of subsistence, and it is believed that they rarely, in any place, depart 


much from this regulation, fixed by a certain customary standard of living in 
different localities; but here, on the contrary, another and almost opposite 
law is in operation ; and I do not hesitate to assert that, paradox as it may at 
first view appear, the cheapening of the necessaries of life would rather have 
a tendency to raise wages. 

In all countries a man must have a motive to labour; and in a hot and 
relaxing climate, where rest is of itself luxury, the motive to put forth any large 
portion of his powers must be a strong one. In Britain the motive is existence, 
or at least such eistxence as is enjoyed by those in the same scale around him, 
and to ensure this he must labour continuously and with all his energy. How 
different the case here. The standard of living as regards primary necessaries, 
even including those which are imported, which is required for comfort, and 
which the nature of the climate seems even to enjoin, is so easily obtained, 
and at se »™all expense, that were it not that a desire has fortunately arisen for 
certain luxuries, such as good houses, furniture, and clothing, there would 
not exist any motive for more than the most desultory and languid exertion. 
Without any great amount of exertion, these desires may be attained. It is not 
a question, therefore, of the necessaries of life, but of some object beyond, 
to induce the putting forth of exertion; and while this object is within tolerably 
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easy reach, although requiring some stretch to get at it, a healthy and stimu- 
lating process is in operation. I apprehend that to cheapen the necessaries of 
life, already so easily obtained, would abate the influence of this process. 
A man labouring nine hours a day earns, say one shilling; his necessaries 
cost him probably about sixpence, and he has thus sixpence wherewith to obtain 
objects of desire. To this state of matters he has been habituated. He thinks, 
no doubt, that he is working very hard, and would gladly rest more under 
shelter from the sun’s heat. Let him find that he can procure the necessaries of 
life for fourpence, and he is almost certain to abate his labour. I am aware of 
the argument that human wishes are boundless, and that exertion will follow their 
instigation ; but my experience induces me to believe that this forms no general 
rule, at least in a tropical climate, and among the mass of thelabouring population. 

It seems to me therefore that a moderate tax upon articles of general con- 
sumption acts as a certain beneficial stimulant to industry, and consequent 
improvement. When wages are regulated by the absolute cost of subsistence, 
they must necessarily rise with the imposition of a tax upon necessaries, and 
vice versd ; where, however, as is the case here, they are operated upon almost 
solely by the law of demand and supply, and are invariably in advance of what 
is needed to procure subsistence, the taking off a moderate tax on necessaries or 
the laying of one upon them will not directly, or as a matter of course, affect 
the rate of wages, but will have an almost immediate effect upon the induce- 
ment to labour. Should articles of consumption by the labourers be cheapened, 
the result would be, I conceive, pretty much as follows: 

Finding that their wants are more easily supplied than formerly, they would 
become more irregular and less effective in their work ; the employers would then 
be compelled to attempt means of obtaining more continuous and efficient 
labour; a threat of dismissal would have little or no effect, and would not 
frequently be hazarded, inasmuch as two or three hours a day of trifling exer- 
tion in another place or at another occupation would afford the means of living. 
Some such conversation as this would probably be held between the employer 
and labourer :—‘* You have not been working at all well for some time back.” 
**T am working as well as I can.”—No; this can’t be allowed to go on.” 
“ Well, if you are not pleased, I’ll go away.”—** You must try to do better.” 
“I think I am doing as well as I can, but if you give me a little more money 
I'll try to do better.” The effect would be that the employer must either 
submit to an advance of wages by way of bribe, which in all likelihood would 
not have the desired effect, or to the loss arising from most inadequate labour, 
an alternative by no means agreeable to contemplate. On the above grounds 
I think I am justified in venturing the opinion, that cheapening articles of 
consumption by the labourers would rather tend to raise wages. Now I am 
confident that, considering the present reduced value of produce, the planters 
can afford neither a reduction in the quantity of work, nor a rise in the rate of 
wages. Were either of these events to happen to any considerable amount, 
abandonment of cultivation must to a great extent ensue, to the material injury 
of all interests, including of course those of the labourers. On the other hand, 
I do not think it can be maintained that the present condition of the labourers 
is not almost universally one of comfort, or that the effect of the taxes upon 
their consumption is to place a bar upon its improvement. The rising villages, 
the growing numbers of freeholders and leaseholders, and the steady progressive 
increase in the value of imports, disprove any such assumption. Reversing 
what happens in temperate climates and populous countries, the employer has 
more need of support and encouragement than the employed; and I would 
deprecate the acting upon any theory which may have a tendency to render the 
labourer more independent than his well-being can possibly require. 

6. But there is another light in which this subject must be viewed, proceeding 
from certain statements and arguments as to the effect of cheapening imports 
upon the price of ground provisions, as they are called, being vegetables the 
produce of labour in the colony, and therefore on the supply of labour for the 
cultivation of sugar. The argument, I believe, amounts to this, as you cheapen 
articles of food imported, you must necessarily lower the price of those pro- 
duced at home. This will render their production less profitable, and force into 
the canefields those to whom it now forms an advantageous employment. 

There is no doubt that the price of ground provisions is always high, some- 
times exorbitantly so, while at the same time the cost and trouble of producing 
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them are very little. When we turn, however, to the tariff of import dutiés, it 
becomes obvious that they can in a very small degree, if at all, cause this high 
rice of home-grown food. The articles in most general use, and which might 
be substituted for ground provisions, are. cornmeal, flour, and rice; salted provi- 
sions, especially fish, might also partially take their place. On cornmeal, which 
now forms, from its comparative cheapness, an article of large consumption 
among the lower classes of the people, the duty is only 1s. 3d. per 196 pounds, 
on flour, 4s. per 196 pounds, on rice and salted fish, 1s. per hundredweight. 
Turning to the price of ‘ground provisions, we find that that of yams varies 
from 8s. 4d. to 16s. 8d. per barrel of about 180 pounds. . 
Now taking the average, or 12s. 6d., and assuming what certainly is not too 
much, that one barret of cornmeal contains as much food as three of yams, we 


have a duty of 1s. 3d. upon a value of 37s. 6d., or in other words it would 


appear the taking the duty off cornmeal might lower the price of yams from 
12s. 6d. to 12s. 1d. a barrel. The other species of provisions are in a very 
similar category. 

The cause of the high price of ground provisions is the deficiency of supply 
in comparison with the demand, and, until means are adopted to equalize these 
elements more nearly, no operation on duties will produce any sensible effect. 
Nine tenths of the land available for cultivation are employed in the growth of 
produce for exportation, and thus, notwithstanding the bountiful nature of the 
soil and climate, the quantity of home-grown food is lamentably small in propor- 
tion to the wants of the people. The growing of provisions is conducted 
exclusively by the labouring population on lands which they have purchased or 
rented, or that are given for their use as part of wages, These small patches 
of land produce luxuriant crops with little trouble, and it thus happens that 
the cultivator enjoys abundance for his own use, at a trifling expense of time or 
iabour; but when what he can spare is taken to market, the small aggregate 
disposable occasions extreme competition and consequent high price. In addi- 
tion to this cause of high price, I am inclined to suspect that the production of 
ground provisions being confined to one and the same class of the people, there 
exists to a certain extent a combination to keep it up. ‘That such a combina- 
tion 1s not very improbable was shown some years ago in the case of the fisher- 
men, who, rather than accept a lower price, threw their fish back into the sea. 

7. Far from wishing to do anything calculated to decrease the quantity of 
home-grown food, I would be disposed to encourage the growth of ground 
provisions, but not, as at present conducted, exclusively by the labouring popu- 
lation. 

Were the proprietors of estates to devote some attention to this branch of 
husbandry, by way of a change or rotation of crops, I have not a doubt that 
the result would be highly beneficial. This system, combined with the 
abolition of the practice of giving land in part payment of wages, would by 
degrees convert the labourers on estates from sellers to purchasers of ground 
provisions, and by bringing them to a reduced and more natural price, give 
greater abundance, along with, probably, a reduced rate of wages ; nay, more, 
it is not too much to expect that an abundance and cheapness of home-grown 
food may re-act upon the price of that imported, by obliging the merchants to 
be content with somewhat smaller profits, in which case a moderate import duty 
would surely not be objectionable. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


1. The reventie raised in the colony exhibits a falling off from that of 1850 
to the amount of 4771. 19s. 3d., caused solely by the deficiency of the crops 
of 1850, on which taxes were payable in 1851. 

2. The expenditure was less than that of 1850 by 1,094/. 15s. 4d., which 
decrease is to be accounted for principally by payment of debt made in 1850 ; 
yet some debt continued to be paid off in 1851, as its total amount on 31st 
December 1850 was 3,085/., and on the 31st December 1851 only 1,453/., as 
appears from the treasurer’s statement. (Appendix No. 1.) 

3. Under the head of casualties, a sum of 1,090/. 13s. shows itself. This 
is made up chiefly of the expense of filling up a swamp in the island of Bequia, 
of the census, and of repairs and improvements to Government House. 

4. There seems a fair prospect of a considerable increase in the revenue for 
1852, and as there is no cause to expect a larger ordinary expenditure, the hope 
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may be entertained that the debt will be altogether extinguished, and the road 
in future cleared for the execution of useful and desirable improvements. 


Fees. 


In the matter of fees the only change to be noted is, the abolition of those 
formerly paid on baptisms and burials. 


Local Revenues. 


1. The Colonial Secretary informs me that he has been again disappointed of 
receiving any satisfactory accounts of local revenues. I have, however, obtained a 
view of the affairs of the town of Kingstown, which are under the administration 
of town wardens, who receive no remuneration whatever for their trouble. 
The revenue amounted to 83,759 24 cents, or '783/. 3s. 6d., and the expendi- 
ture to &3,704 14 cents, or 7'71/. 13s. 11d. It would seem also that by this 
expenditure a considerable sum of outstanding debt was cleared off, as on the 
8th January 1851 liabilities appear to the extent of 1,602 73 cents, which 
were reduced on 9th January 1852 to 8547 55 cents. 

2. A decided improvement is observable in attention to the cleanliness of the 
town and general comfort of the inhabitants. 


Public Works. 


1. In the island of Bequia, the largest of the Grenadines attached to this 
government, a noxious swamp or pond of stagnant water, in the immediate 
neighbourhood of dwelling houses, caused serious sickness of the nature of 
fever. . This has been filled up and drained at the public expense, and since the 
completion of the work fever has disappeared. 

2. Government House is situate about a mile from the town, surrounded by 
trees, and in a damp locality, and being composed entirely of wood it requires 
frequent, indeed almost annual repairs. None having been executed for some 
years, it had fallen into bad condition, and during the heavy rains was often 
nearly inundated. It has now been put into a state of security from the 
weather. 


Legislation. 


1. The Acts passed during the year were ten in number, of which the most 
important was the Public Health Act. This Act was called for by the previous 
severe visitation of small pox, and by the appearance of cholera in the West 
Indies. It is general in its provisions, and aims at enforcing precautionary 
measures of cleanliness, ventilation, &c. against disease, whether infectious or 
epidemic ; but in the event of cholera breaking out, it provides that a sum of 
1,000/. be immediately raised and put at the disposal of the Boards of Health, 
Of these it creates one general board, and a local board in each district. 

2. Three Acts were passed connected with legal proceedings: one for the 
limitation of actions relating to real property, another with respect to wills, and 
the third to simplify the transfer of property, assimilating the law with regard to 
these subjects to that of the mother country. 

8. The only other Act deserving of distinct notice is the Vestry Act, which 
makes an important change in the administration of affairs connected with the 
churches, by putting it on a more extended and popular basis. The freeholders 
elect five vestrymen, two of whom are to be churchwardens. The rector 
or licensed minister, with three of the renters of pews, are a committee of 
management, which committee is elected by the pew holders. As far as I am 
aware, this constitution has hitherto worked well, but the trial has not been as 
yet of sufficiently long duration to justify a decided opinion upon its merits. 

One undoubted benefit has been conferred by this Act in the abolicion of the 
fees on baptisms and burials formerly paid to the clergymen of the Established 
Church. In lieu thereof a fixed commutation is granted to them, but to 
continue only during the incumbencies existing at the time the Act passed. 


Population. 


1. On the 24th of July a census of the population was taken. I was desirous. 


that as much information as practicable should be exhibited as the result of this 
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operation, and therefore took some pains to have prepared schedules containing 
a variety of particulars, of which the knowledge would be not only interesting 
but practically useful. Unfortunately, the passing of the required Act was so 
long delayed, and the time for preparation consequently so short, that my 
object was frustrated, and upon the whole the result has been a set of tables 
incorrect even as regards the simple enumeration, and so incomplete and 
deficient in all respects as to be almost worthless. Such as it is, I have 
attached it to this report. (Appendix No. 2.) It is certain that the number 
of the people must be much above that returned by the census, viz., 
80,128, because, by the census taken on the 3d June 1844 the number was 
27,248, and it is quite improbable that an error should then have been made 
by over estimate. Adding to that 2,874, the number of registered Madeirese 
and African immigrants who have been received, the sum is 30,122, so that it - 
would appear from these figures, what is totally incredible, as no sensible 
emigration has in the interval taken place, that the natural increase has been 
six only. When the number of children returned under ten years of age is 
taken into view, amounting to 8,682, a large proportion of whom must have 
been born since 1844, the whole statement becomes still more unworthy of 
credit. No‘doubt some allowance must be made on account of the more than 
ordinary mortality caused by small pox in the years 1849 and 1850; but, taking 
all circumstances into view, I am convinced that the population at this present 
moment is little if at all short of 32,000. In all respects the returns are 
so thoroughly unsatisfactory that I am compelled to abandon them, it being 
impossible to draw any deductions, except such as beginning in error must end 
in fallacy. 

2. Ihave to observe no marked change in the habits or condition of the 
people ; any alteration is, however, distinctly in the direction of improvement. 
Since the cessation of small pox the colony has been free from any contagious 
or epidemic diseases, and no check has been given by sickness to the general 
operations of industry. The complaint of want of labour on the estates is by no 
means so loud or frequent as it used to be; not a few immigrants have come at 
different times, without solicitation, from the neighbouring islands, and unless 
some unforeseen calamity or discouragement should interfere, it would seem 
probable that in a few more years the supply of labour will be sufficient to 
meet the legitimate demands. 

3. As 1 expected, the liberated African immigrants have, as a general rule, 
evinced much restlessness upon the termination of the year’s contract. ‘They 
have themselves, I regret to say, in many instances suffered from this unsettled 
disposition. In point of fact, one year’s training is not enough to enable them 
to mingle on equal terms with the rest of the labouring population, or to teach 
them habits approaching to those of steady industry. The inquiries and inves- 
tigations made by me have with little exception resulted satisfactorily in regard 
to their proper treatment by employers, and also in respect of the kindly offices 
extended to them by the natives, but more is wanted,—a longer period of indus- 
trial training. 

4. In my report for the year 1850, this subject was noticed at some length 
with reference to the interests both of the immigrants and their employers, 
and it will not therefore now be pursued farther, except in explanation of a 
statement which was made in that report, and which, from a remark it elicited, 
would seem to me'to have been misapprehended. Having recorded my appro- 
bation of the growth of villages, and an opinion as to the favourable effect they 
are likely to produce upon the progress of the people, on account of their 
inhabitants being in a great measure composed of such persons as have by 
industry acquired some property, I nevertheless objected to the Africans 
quitting labour on estates, and residing in these villages. In this I do not 
perceive any inconsistency, inasmuch as, even keeping out of view one of the 
primary objects contemplated by their introduction, a supply of labour for the 
cultivation of sugar, they are by no means fitted to become denizens of such 
villages, with profit to themselves or any one else. ‘There is little analogy 
between a man whom a course of industrious years has promoted to the station 
of an independent villager, and a wandering demi-savage, whose habits are 
repugnant to any regular employment, and who will therefore subsist, half on 
charity, and half on the produce of such shifting and desultory labour as is little 
if at all preferable to total idleness. 
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5. Appended are reports* from the stipendiary magistrates on the condition 
and prospects of the African immigrants. 


Ecclesiastical. 


1. The returns in the Blue Book enumerate only the rectors of the different 
parishes, with their salaries, the churches, amount of church accommodation, 
and average number of attendants on Divine Worship. In addition to these 
are four curates attached to the Establishment paid by the colony, and who 
officiate in different localities throughout the island, in buildings hired for that 
purpose. Provision has also been made for a salary to an additional curate in 
Charlotte parish, which is so extensive as to embrace fully one third of the island; 
but none has as yet been appointed. The church which was mentioned in the 
report for last year as intended to be erected by subscription in the populous 
valley of Buccament has not been commenced ; but as the subscriptions now 
amount toa respectable proportion of the estimated expense, there is a prospect 
of the work being undertaken at no distant period. A site for a church has 
been obtained in the growing town of Chateaubelair, and great exertions are 
being made to procure the means of its formation. It is also contemplated to 
build a small chapel in the town of Layon. 

2. All these exertions in aid of the services of religion ought to render them 
of greater value in the eyes of those for whose benefit they are more especially 
intended, and it would appear accordingly that additional interest has been 
excited.. The Vestry Act, by giving a larger share in the management of 
Church affairs to the people themselves, is also calculated to keep alive interest, 
and in this respect at least to have a good effect. 

3. The abolition of fees for baptisms has had a remarkable influence upon 
their number. In 1850 the baptisms in the Established Church were returned 
as 516; in 1851 they are 692. No doubt can exist as to the cause of this 
increase, as it has been ascertained to have happened subsequent to the Ist of 
August, on which day the Vestry Act became law. The baptisms out of the 
Established Church have also increased, though not nearly in the same propor- 
tion ; and it would therefore appear that the exaction of fees deterred parents 
from having their children baptised at all,—a state of matters which certainly 
called for amendment. 

4, With regard to the other denominations of Christians, Presbyterians, 
Wesleyans, and Roman Catholics, I have no remarks to make in addition to 
those contained in former reports. Much change does not appear to take place, 
at any time, in the relative numbers of the adherents to the different sects, and 
it is not believed that the people often move into or quit the Establishment, 
or go from one sect to another. 

5. There is cause to apprehend that the-introduction of Africans has in some 
measure revived certain superstitions and pagan practices among a few of the 
most ignorant and lowest of the population. These are of the nature of witch- 
craft, and a belief in the working of charms, and proceeding from grossness of 
ignorance and debasement of the intellectual faculties, ought generally to be 
combated by means of the minister and schoolmaster ; but when, as sometimes 
happens, for the gratification of revenge or other evil passion, they aim at injury 
either to the mind or body of the object against whom they are directed, it is 
the duty of the magistrate to take cognizance of them, and to him the law gives 
power to inflict a severe penalty. 


Education. 


1. I am surprised and disappointed to find that the number of attendants at 
the public schools has fallen from 1,945 in the previous year to 1,635 in this 
one, being below that even of 1849. It is not easy to account for this. The 
extended cultivation of arrowroot may have had some effect in drawing from 
school children fitted for this light labour. The people with whom I have 
had an opportunity of conversing on the subject seem generally to appre- 
ciate to some extent the benefits of education for their children, and every 
effort is made to induce them to take advantage of the schools, in which, 
being publicly endowed, the fees are extremely small. Small as these fees 
are, however, not usually more than twopence a week, I apprehend that 
they have a deterring effect, While the general attendance has, as above 
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mentioned, fallen off to such a considerable extent, the scholars in the free 
school of Kingstown have increased from 223 to 265, and there has also been a 
small increase in the attendance at the Roman Catholic school, which is also 
free. It would, therefore, I consider, be advisable, at least for some years to 
come, to make the greater portion of the schools free, by adding equivalents 
for the fees to the salaries of the masters. A tax of one shilling a gallon upon 
rum consumed in the colony would raise a sum more than amply sufficient 
for this purpose. A poll tax has been mooted, to meet the expenditure on 
education and such other objects as are of more immediate benefit to the lower 
classes; but Ihave observed that any direct assessment is peculiarly obnoxious 
to the people, and would be attended with great dissatisfaction, and not unlikely 


_ cause resistance. 


2. I have failed in my endeavours to obtain an account of private schools, 
but some circumstances which have come to my knowledge lead me to believe 
that they have this year increased in number. 

This may at first view seem inconsistent with the repugnance to pay school 
fees; but I believe these private schools are formed chiefly in the villages, whose 
inhabitants, as they have to pay at all events, would seem to prefer teachers of 
their own choice. 

It is to be feared that there are not unfrequently adventurers, who, having 
failed in other pursuits, have betaken themselves to teaching as a last resource, 
and are not well qualified for the office. Every effort should, on this account, be 
made to encourage attendance at the regular established schools, in which the 


- teachers are at least of respectable character, and the method most likely 


to succeed is that of giving instruction free. 


3. It is with much satisfaction I record that several of the pupils of the 
Proprietary Grammar School have passed highly creditable examinations at 
Barbados. This must be a source of congratulation and encouragement to the 
founders of the establishment, and of honourable pride to the master. 


Imports and Exports. 


1. The declared value of imports was 198,679/., that of exports 218,5211., 
showing an excess of the latter over the former to the amount of 19,8427, The 
imports exceed those of the previous year by 31,369/., and the exports by the 
large sum of 46,093/. There is thus, in addition to the extended trade, a more. 
favourable proportion between the imports and exports than existed in 1850, 
for in that year the. balance in favour of the latter was only 5,118/. 

. 2. Turning to the tables of imports, we find that, while there has been 
an enlarged commerce with all the countries from which supplies are usually 
obtained, the trade with the United Kingdom has increased in the largest 
proportion. 

In 1851, imports from the United Kingdom - £114,796 

In 1850 ditto ditto ditto - 93,584 


Balance in favour of 1851 - £21,212 


The next largest increase is from the United States 


of America, the amount being in 1851 - - £29,815 
And in 1850 - - - - 24,652 | 
Balance in favour of 1851 - £ 5,163 


A small increase of 616/. is observed from British America, while from all other 
quarters there is an advance of 4,378/. It is to be remarked that by much the 
larger portion of imports from the other British West Indies, which amount to 
27,2761., consists of the produce, either of the United Kingdom or the United 
States of America, chiefly of the latter. Those from foreign states, of the value of 
15,2451, being mostly from the Danish island of St. Thomas and the French 
islands, consist in a great measure of European goods. 


3. There does not seem to have been much change in the nature of the 
imports from that of former years. It would appear, however, that the articles 
of comparative luxury have increased more in proportion than those of primary 
necessity. Excepting machinery and other supplies for estates, the great bulk 
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of the commodities from Great Britain is formed of objects of comparative 
luxury, such as superior clothing, &c. 

The stock of goods of this nature held by some of the merchants cannot fail 
to excite surprise, when the small extent and population of the colony are 
considered. 

4. One article I cannot help noticing, which, although of itself trifling, 
is remarkable on account of the extraordinary quantity used, evincing the effect 
upon consumption, of cheapening production, and also throwing some light upon 
the habits of the people—I allude to “lucifer matches.” Of these there have been 
imported to the value of 424/., almost solely from the United States of America. 
The price is, I believe, one halfpenny a box, so that the result is 203,520 boxes 
of lucifer matches. This too is by invoice. The quantity actually consumed is 
probably half'as much again. ‘There is not a negro house in which they, are not 
In Constant use. 

5. It is I hope only just, to draw an inference from these figures and statistics 
that the physical condition of the mass of the people is one of much comfort. 

6. The statement of exports made above includes the re-exports to the value 
of 11,519/., the export of actual produce of the colony being 207,002/. Of this 
no less than 199,899/. found its way to Great Britain, leaving only 7,103/. for 
all other quarters. This sum is made up principally of the price of sugar, 
molasses, and rum sent to the other British West Indies, of rum and molasses 
to British North America, and of molasses to the United States of America. 
The last branch of commerce has not extended itself in the way I anticipated, 
or as is desirable; receiving from the United States goods to the value of 
29,815/., the return is only 1,961, leaving a large balance to be settled in a 
manner less advantageous than by an exchange of commodities. 


7. The re-exports are, the greater part, to the British West Indies, arising 
from the ordinary fluciuation in supply and demand in the different adjacent 
colonies. A system of bonding facilitates and encourages this business, which, 
in addition to other advantages, possesses that of giving employment to many 
small vessels. A few articles of home growth have also been exported to the 
neighbouring islands, such as yams, wood for fuel, &c., amounting in all to not 
more than 100/. The number of tons of pozzuolana sent almost exclusively to 
Bermuda was less in this year than in the former. In 1850, seventy tons were 
supplied to the United States of America, but none found its way to that 
country in 1851. I hardly think that the value of this substance, of which the 
qualities are equal if not superior to those of Roman cement, is sufficiently 
known and appreciated in Great Britain, or it would become in considerable 
demand ; the cost of it here is about ten shillings a ton. ‘The freight to Great 
Britain would no doubt render it rather expensive, but it has been ascertained 
to be of admirable use as mortar in the construction of masonry exposed to the 
action of moisture. 


Agriculture. 


1. The produce of the more important branches of agriculture has reached 
within a little of that of the year 1847, which was the most favourable since the 
days of emancipation, while that of some of the others, especially arrow-root, 
has much exceeded what was formerly, at any period, known. The returns 
exhibit 8,424 tons of sugar, 442,759 gallons of molasses, and 219,330 gallons of 
rum, surpassing the previous year by upwards of 1,824 tons of sugar, by 143,277 
gallons of molasses, and 49,381 gallons of rum. 

2. Of arrow-root the cultivation has been for many years progressively and 
steadily augmenting, and it has now obtained the large return of 490,837Ibs., 
being an apparent increase over that of the previous year of 146,321]bs. I have, 
however, cause to believe that the return for 1850 was not complete, and that 
the actual excess was not more than 100,000lbs. The error was committed by 
not including the arrow-root grown and manufactured by the proprietors, 
lessees, and holders of small portions of land. It now exhibits an amount of 
93,905lbs., leaving 396,392lbs. as the product of what are termed estates. 

The great reduction in the price of this article has, I apprehend, rendered its 
culture of little or no profit to many of the small farmers, especially those who 
pay the high rent of 3/. 6s. 8d. an acre, which is commonly exacted for land 
adapted to cultivation. From first-rate land, and under other favourable 
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circumstances, a fair return is still obtainable. Labouring under the dis- 
advantage common to it, with many other tropical productions, by not being of 

rimary necessity, it is to be expected that, as the supply increases, the price 
will fall until it has become nearly the same as that of flour of the first quality. 
At such a rate the present condition of agriculture and labour would preclude 
its cultivation. One good effect may, I hope, follow this depreciation of arrow- 
root, by inducing the occupiers of small holdings to revert to and extend the 
growth of ground provisions. 

3. In my report for the former year, it was remarked that attention had 
begun to be directed to an increase of the cultivation of cotton, and that there 
was an intention of introducing into Saint Vincent what had hitherto been 
confined to the smaller islands attached to the government. Deterred either 
by a fall in the value of this article, or by local difficulties with reference to 
labour and machinery, this project has not been carried out, as far as I am 
aware, to any extent deserving of notice. The quantity of cotton stated as 
produced in 

1851 is 6,029lbs., and in 
1850 only 1,592lbs. 


4,4377|bs. 


But the return for 1850 not having been by any means complete, the actual 
increase cannot be ascertained; I have, however, good reason to believe that 
the quantity exported in 1851 was nearly double thst of the former year. 
Improvement in the quality has also been effected, so that, I am informed, it 
holds a high place in the market among the best cotton from other quarters. 

With such encouragement increased exertion may be expected to ensue, at 
all events in those smaller islands of which it has long formed the chief agricul- 
tural product, and a hope may be entertained that the cultivation of it will 
possibly be attended with profit‘ upon lands of the main island which, although 
now under sugar canes, are not, at present prices, fitted for the growth of them, 
and from which an actual loss is in many cases sustained. 

4. Under the auspices of an agricultural society, formed of the most influen- 
tial members of the community, attention has been directed to improvements, 
especially in the breeding and rearing of live stock. A show was held in the 
month of August, at which premiums were awarded, and it is intended to con- 
tinue annually this most useful species of competition. An Act has passed 
granting 50/. a year in aid of the subscriptious for this purpose. 

5. It is very difficult to obtain an unprejudiced, disinterested, and truthful 
view of the actual condition of sugar estates, but I believe it may be summed 
up by stating that, even under circumstances tolerably favourable, vigilant, 
skilful, and economical management is needed to ensure moderate success ; while, 
on the other hand, it is to be feared that in no few cases cultivation is dragged 
along rather in the expectation of some.contingent future advantage than from 
the experience of present benefit. I do not doubt that from an estate of 
moderate extent, and enjoying ordinary facilities, a resident proprietor may still 
derive a larger income than can generally be obtained from the same number of 
acres in Great Britain, and so possess the means of comfortable existence, pro- 
vided the climate and country agree with his health, spirits, and habits ; but 
this discloses a view of matters so different from that in which they were seen 
not many years ago—in fact diminishing from the widest almost to the narrowest 
extreme—that no surprise can be excited if it is regarded with dissatisfaction and 
despondency, and gives occasion for complaint and remonstrance. 


Manufactures. 


1, What may be considered one of the greatest improvements yet achieved 
in the manufacture of sugar has been introduced on one estate; I allude to 
ee process of drying and curing by means of the application of centrifugal 
orce. 

It is found requisite to use the centrifugal machine in conjunction with the 
vacuum pan, or with Gadstane’s pan, as sugar boiled in the common open pan 
does not form crystals of sufficient size to resist the extreme pressure which the 
rapid rotatory motion causes against the draining wire cloth, and much loss is 
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thereby sustained from a large portiori being forced through along with the 
molasses. Even in the case of vacuum or Gadstane’s pan sugar, such a con- 
siderable quantity is expressed that it would, I believe, be profitable to re-boil 
the molasses. The effect of the centrifugal process is almost magical; a sub- 
stance nearly black, of disgusting appearance, and saturated with a clammy 
liquid, is thrown into the cylinder, and in the space of fourteen or fifteen 
minutes is taken out of a beautiful fair colour, and apparently as dry as the 
driest sand. The saving in time thus effected is immense, and the value of the 
sugar so enhanced, that although the machinery being patented is more expensive 
than it would be were competition open, it is believed that forty or fifty hogs- 
heads will cover the outlay. It seems probable also that a saving in package and 
weight may be made, by shipping this sugar in boxes or bags. Upon the whole, 
this improvement is deservedly viewed with such satisfaction that the gentleman 
who has introduced it contemplates its immediate extension to other estates 
under his charge, and there can be little doubt of the process being generally 
adopted where the means exist of setting it on foot. 

Could some mechanical mode of quickly extracting the dried sugar be success- 
fully invented, the apparatus would be complete. The scooping out by hand is 
rather tedious, on account of the sugar being so firmly packed upon the sides of 
the cylinder. 

2. It is by no means unlikely that the same process may be applied to the 
drying of arrowroot, which in showery weather is a tedious and precarious 
matter. I am not aware that the experiment has ever been tried, but apprehend 
that the chief difficulty will be found in preventing such a fine grained substance 
from being forced through the wire. As in this case, however, water only is to 
be got rid of, it seems probable that a slower motion and finer wire will obviate 
the difficulty ; or it may perhaps answer to pack the arrowroot into the machine 
in bags. ‘The experiment is at least worthy of trial, and I hope soon to have it 
attempted. 

3. In the process of boiling cane juice some advances have been made, 
whereby it is more rapidly and effectively accomplished. 

The construction of furnaces and chimnies, and placing of the coppers, are 
better understood, and by acting upon such understanding a saving of fuel is 
effected, while the quantity of juice boiled in a given time is much greater than 
formerly. 

4. There is no lack of energy or desire for improvement on the part of many 
of the planters, but they are fettered by deficiency of capital, and discouraged 
by want of confidence ; feeling, as they do, that whatever amended process is 
contemplated by them, may be introduced with more facility and carried out 
with better success by competitors in other countries, where forced labour and 
capital, its sure accompaniment, afford superior advantages. 

5. In my report for the year 1847, I recorded my opinion with reference to 
the benefit to be expected from central sugar manufactories, and pointed out the 
facilities for their establishment and working presented by geographical pecu- 
liarities. No attempt has been made in this direction, but I still retain my 
opinion that the operation of such manufactories would be attended with great 
efficiency, and cause both increase in quantity and melioration in quality, as 
every existing improvement would be found in their construction, and new 
inventions and discoveries made and adopted as soon as they are ascertained to 
be practically useful. 


Grants of Lands. 


1. A sale of fifty-one seven-tenth acres of Crown mountain land was made, at 
a price of 1/. sterling per acre, This land lies contiguous to other lands already 
under cultivation, and is of somewhat easy access. 

2. But generally land the property of the Crown is situated in the moun- 
tainous interior of the island, and is separated from that occupied by a wide 
margin of uncultivated ground whose boundaries cannot well be ascertained, 
and which has been, whether with right or not, claimed for many years as 
belonging to the adjoining estates. Thus distance, and the want of means of 
access to it, preclude any profitable cultivation of the great mass of Crown land. 
It would not, besides, be rendered available without clearing off the forest 
timber with which it is densely covered, and this operation would probably 
cause 2 decreased supply of rain, and certainly a diminution in the volume of 
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the streams, by exposing springs and watercourses to the powerful action of 
the sun. 

3. Where, however, in the upper parts of the lower valleys and ridges small 
portions of Crown land can be laid out, I deem it advisable that facility should 
be given to their being purchased or rented to such moderate extent as will not 
cause an undue abstraction of labour from estates for unfavourable competition 
in the selling or leasing portions of them, because I am clearly of opinion that 
an augmentation of produce for home consumption is to be desired. A condition 
that trees growing on the immediate banks of watercourses must not be cut 
down, ought to be attached to such grants of land. 


Gaols and Prisoners. 


1. On instituting a comparison between the crimes committed in 1850 and 
1851, as exhibited in the gaol returns, a result favourable to the latter year is 
obtained, not only as regards the total of persons incarcerated, but also in 
respect of the greatly reduced number of felonies. During the former year 
211 prisoners entered the gaol; in the latter 184; the cases of felony being 
respectively 20 and 8. 

2. Owing to the want of an effective machinery for carrying out appeals from 
judgments of magistrates during the latter part of 1851, not a few sentences 
were rendered inoperative, as an oversight in the passing of the Police Act 
enabled parties to give notice of appeal which they were not subsequently 
under the necessity of prosecuting. 

This has, no doubt, had some influence upon the commitments. The practice 
also formerly in force of punishing soldiers for military offences by confinement 
in the gaol was Jately most properly abandoned, as it caused much evil both to 
them and the other prisoners. Prison accommodation is now provided for them 
in the garrison. Thus a correct inference cannot be drawn from the above 
figures, except in regard to the felonies. The diminution in these is very 
striking, and I would fain hope betokens an improvement in the morals of the 
people, which may be expected to continue. 

In this, as in most countries, the more serious crimes are generally the off- 
spring of intemperance and debauchery. All the officers whose duty brings 
them more immediately into contact with the lower orders of the population 
agree in stating that drunkenness is progressively and steadily decreasing, and 
it is therefore to be inferred that one of the greatest instigators to violence and 
cruelty being removed, or at least greatly modified, the evil has been attacked 
at its root. 

8. Although it would be useful to establish other gaols or houses of correc- 
tion in some of the out districts, it is probable that the expense attending such 
undertakings will cause that in Kingstown to remain the only building of the 
kind. The accommodation, putting out of the question any approach to 
systematic or effective separation of the prisoners farther than as regards males 
and females, suffices for the inmates, of which fact the test is to be found in the 
comparatively few cases of sickness. One hundred and eighty-four persons 
were confined for various periods in the course of the year, some of them 
during the whole of it, yet only four of these were sick at any one time; the 
total cases of sickness reached no more than twenty-two; no death occurred, 
and, as far as I can recollect, there was only one liberation on medical grounds. 

4. It so happened that no white persons were incarcerated for any long term, 
who have hitherto been found unable to endure any lengthened imprisonment, 
chiefly, I believe, on account of the high temperature. The improved dietary 
adopted from the 1st of January 1851 was expected to have a favourable effect 
upon the health of prisoners, especially of this class, but the experiment has 
failed hitherto for want of subjects to work upon. The change, however, from — 
the former allowance of bread and salt fish alone, without variation, has been 
clearly beneficial to the health of the black and coloured prisoners. At first I 
had some apprehensions that the more comfortable scale of diet might have a 
tendency to weaken a salutary dread of the gaol as a house of correction, but 
I do not think they have been realized, as the strict internal discipline and order 
maintained by the gaoler have a powerful effect upon the minds of the prisoners, 
some of whom have been heard to say, “‘I’ll take care not to go back there 
again.” 
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5. Some years ago a project was entertained of devoting one of the small 
islands called Grenadines as a penal settlement for the whole Windward 
Government; but it has, in common with other designs for improvement, fallen 
to the ground, owing to the depressing influence of the times. 

It is unnecessary to enlarge upon the great advantages of such an establish- 
ment. Excepting the first expense of purchase and building, the produce of 
the ground cultivated solely by the convict labour would render it, I have little 
hesitation in saying, altogether self-supporting. 

At present there is much difficulty in finding profitable or corrective employ- 
ment for those sentenced to hard labour. The accommodation and appliances 
for work within the gaol are very limited, and it is impossible to march the 
prisoners to any considerable distance from its walls. Thus the labour is con- 
fined to the roads in the immediate vicinity of the town, and not unfrequently 
it is found indispensable to bestow it in the town itself; the choice of evils being 
either to allow the prisoners to remain in idleness, or to employ them out of 
doors in a manner which admits of exposure, to be deprecated in many instances, 
and in some measure excludes that strict discipline and non-communication 
so requisite towards carrying out a complete corrective system. 

6. All this would be obviated by a penal settlement; and the effect of it in 
deterring from crimes, more particularly of a grave nature, would without doubt 
be found excellent. The removal for along time to some distance, inferring 
banishment from home,—the impossibility of even casual communication with 
friends or former associates,—and a monotonous course of hard labour, must 
present a formidable aspect even to hardened offenders. To have seen this 
design carried into effect was, on my part, an object of much desire, and I trust 
that such a useful undertaking will not be lost sight of, should the means of 
completing it exist at any more fortunate period. 

7. It will be observed in the Blue Book that several lunatics have been con- 
fined in the gaol. ‘They are attended to as well as circumstances will admit, 
but the place is by no means proper for them as regards either themselves or 
the prisoners ; and it is to be deplored that, notwithstanding urgent and repeated 
solicitations, no suitable asylum has been provided for those unhappy persons, 
whom the security of society and their own safe keeping require to be secluded 
from their fellow-men. There is a prospect of this evil being amended ; a reso- 
lution has been declared to improve the Colonial Hospital, and a promise given 
that advantage will be taken of the opportunity to add a lunatic asylum to the 
establishment. 


ConcLusIon. 


1. As in all probability this is the last annua! report it will be my duty to 
transmit from this colony, I may be allowed briefly to make some general 
remarks on the progress of it during the six years of my administration of the 
Government, and it may, perhaps, also be of use to suggest some measures 
which my knowledge of the state of society and the probable prospects of the 
community leads me to believe may be from time to time adopted with 
advantage. 

2. In taking such a retrospective view as is contemplated, it is necessary to 
regard it, not from one point, or as directed to any one object, or as exhibiting 
an individual class or set of interests, but rather as embracing the whole social 
condition, and striking, as it were, an average of good and evil. Regarded in 
this light, I do not hesitate to affirm that the character impressed upon the 
time has been one of improvement. 

No doubt the planters have encountered formidable difficulties from the 
depreciation in the value of produce, but they have put forth new energy, and, 
having combatted vigorously, know better their own strength. 

The merchants, too, have sustained a dimunition of profits, but they have 
learned better economy, by becoming alive to the true principles of commerce : 
prompt payments, small profits, but quick returns. It must be allowed that the 
material condition of the above two principal industrial classes has suffered to 
a great extent; but I believe, upon the whole, a more healthy spirit of activity 
and enterprise has been diffused among them, which augurs well for the future, 
should it not be extinguished by overwhelming discouragement, and, still better, 
should it meet with deserved sympathy. 
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8. But, when we turn to the great body of the native population, it is beyond 
all dispute that it has been the subject of progressive melioration, both moral 
and physical. . In treating of the negro people as here existing, it must never 
be forgotten that seventeen years only have now run their course since they 
were emancipated from a state absolutely opposed to all improvement, and with 
this in view I record not only my satisfaction but a feeling of joyful surprise at 
the advances made by,them during the six years to which my observation and 
experience have extended. As a general rule, they possess, beyond all 
reasonable question, most of the essential elements of progress, and in a pre- 
eminent degree natural intelligence and quickness of perception, sharpened by 
a praiseworthy desire to better their condition, somewhat controlled in action, 
indeed, by the indolence incident to a tropical climate, by the facilities for 
acquiring a comfortable subsistence, and by dilatory habits therefrom accruing. 

Looking around the country, and considering the extent of land recently 
acquired by the labouring population, and the thriving villages reared by them, 
any unprejudiced observer must be convinced of the fact of an improved 
physical condition of the lower orders. Now, I believe that, although some 
blemishes or even vices may proceed from such advancement in material 
comfort, it will be found always, on the whole, attended with moral 
amendment. 

It is accordingly observed that where a body of what may almost be termed 
yeomanry has associated in a village, they have sometimes acquired too free 
ideas of liberty and independence, which lead them occasionally to make some 
attempts at resistance to lawful authority. These attempts, it is, however, 
right to remark, are made against officers of the law or constables of their own 
colour, often inferior to themselves in intelligence, and generally when employed 
in the distasteful business of enforcing the collection of taxes. On the other 
hand, I have found crime to be rare among these people; and although it is not 
so easy to pronounce as to vice, on account of its more hidden nature, I am 
yet pretty confident that it, too, has sensibly abated, under the influence of a 
better external condition, and that in the aggregate it is infinitely less than 
during the days of slavery. 

4. Notwithstanding the casual and inconsiderable attempts above noticed, the 
utmost loyalty is evinced, and the name of Her Majesty, from the mouth of 
any one in undoubted authority, is always sufficient to insure the utmost respect 
and obedience. 

In this view the services of the stipendiary magistrates have been of much 
value, and have also conduced to more willing and steady labour, by satisfying 
the people that, in any dispute with their employers, they are treated fairly and 
impartially, and the just fruits of their industry secured to them. I am aware 
that in some instances the planters are of a different opinion, and have con- 
sidered that the stipendiary magistrates lean too much to the side of the negro, 
who should be forced to work, right or wrong. Were such a system attempted, 
or should there even happen a few cases of oppressive coercion on an estate, the 
planter would be the sufferer ; his fields would speedily be denuded of labourers. 
In homely language, the negro will lead but will not be driven; he must be 
treated with firmness, but at the same time with temper, kindness, and con- 
sideration, and, above all, with justice. 

5. The natural result of emancipation was to infuse a sentiment of freedom 
and independence not usually found among other races of labourers, and, from 
old associations, work in the fields was regarded as peculiarly degrading. On 
my arrival I found this feeling, although abating, still in existence, and the 
conviction immediately impressed itself upon me that a total removal of it 
could be effected only by a conciliatory treatment, and by giving to the labourer 
a clear and palpable sense of advantage. I do not believe that any symptoms of 
aversion to field labour are now to be observed, and feel nearly confident that, 
wherever proper relations subsist between the employers and those in authority 
under them, and the labourers, there is little difficulty in procuring people to 
work, and in retaining them as long as required. No doubt the quantity of 
work done is frequently unsatisfactory. A labourer of any race is, perhaps, not 
able to work hard from morning till night, as is done in a temperate climate, but 
he may do more than is often done here without distressing himself. 

6. Many, indeed most of the operations of agriculture, admit of being carried 
on by contract or piecework, and this system of management has been of late 
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stimulating to exertion, by teaching what can and ought to be done, and what 
may be earned by reasonable effort. 

7. There are several instances of black men being employed as overseers, or 
even as managers, upon estates, and I believe they are found to do their duty 
well and faithfully, and the extension of education will, I hope, add gradually 
to the number of this respectable class of the native population. 

8. But there is another class, consisting of young persans of colour, who have 
been brought up in a manner inconsistent with agricultural pursuits. Of these 
the prospects under present circumstances are not favourable, and indeed it is 
not easy to understand how many of them are enabled to maintain such an 
appearance as they exhibit. Out of the field of agriculture or of handicraft 
trade the scope of employment is very limited, and is every day becoming more 
restricted. I can see no remedy for this pressure but in emigration; and, per- 
haps, Africa may receive with mutual benefit the descendants of her children 
torn from her shores in the days of avarice and cruelty. 

9. The practice of giving houses and grounds free on estates I have had occa- 
sion formerly to deprecate, and longer experience convinces me I was right. 
This custom, in force during slavery, was continued at the time of emancipation, 
with a view to retain the labourers on the estates, and may probably have been 
a matter of necessity at that peculiar period and for some time subsequent. It 
is now an incumbrance and an embarrassment to agriculture, which should be 
got rid of at the earliest opportunity. Habits of idleness, or at least of desultory 
labour, are perpetuated by means of it. In many instances the ground is situated 
at a distance from the dwelling, and the man or woman saunters backwards and 
forwards to the loss of time and detriment of industry. On Saturdays they do 
no work on the estate, because the ground has to be tilled or the produce con- 
veyed to the market. As I have stated in a former part of this report 
the greatest improvement would be accomplished were the proprietors to 
undertake the production of ground provisions; but it may be some time 
before such a course will be followed. Meanwhile the first step in advance may 
be taken by demanding rent for houses and grounds, making of course a rea- 
sonable compensation in wages. It would not be advisable to do this in the case 
of the original occupiers ; but an arrangement to pay rent should be made with 
each new comer, and so the process would be gradually fulfilled. ‘Ihe stimulus 
of having to pay rent would render the workmen more alert, both in cultivating 
the ground let to them and in earning wages. Contract work, alluded to above, 
would, when payments were thus entirely of money, come into full play from 
being better understood, and a wholesome competition be the result. 

10. This change, which I see no great practical difficulty in effecting, must, 
I think, be regarded as desirable by every one who fairly considers the subject ; 
but the farther and ultimate views I am about to state, and of the correctness 
of which I am myself satisfied, will probably appear to some too purely theore- 
tical, and to others even unattainable. In the first place, I would wish to see 
the cultivation of produce for home consumption conducted on a large scale by 
the estates. Secondly, it is my opinion that the labourers should all be located 
in villages, in the immediate neighbourhood of the estates, in houses either 
built by themselves or rented by them for the term of at least one year, and to 
which there should be attached only a small spot of garden ground. Such a spot 
of ground ought to be at a short distance from the house, and always, if possible, 
to leeward of it. Thirdly, the labourers should be hired by the year. Were the 
proprietors of the land and their families to be resident, and to maintain friendly 
relations with these villagers, the picture would be perfect. It is indeed very 
similar to what is found in many of the rural districts of the mother country, 
and I see no good reason why it should not be applicable here. In general the 
proximity of several estates would cause one village to suffice for them all, and 
the concentration of the people would facilitate the labours of the clergyman 
and the schoolmaster. 

11. The interest of the creditor, not less than that of the debtor, demands a 
law of bankruptcy. At present, a man in business is induced to struggle on 
long after he ought in prudence or even in honesty to have declared himself 
insolvent, from the natural dread of a hopeless incarceration to which a merciless 
or vindictive creditor has it in his power to subject him. ‘The fraudulent and 
the unfortunate debtor may not unfrequently be thus placed in the same 
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eategory. The want of this law has not been so much felt until recently, when 
the struggles of trade have become more severe, and its vicissitudes more 
frequent. 

To. A law under which putative fathers shall be obliged to contribute towards 
the support of the illegitimate children would operate favourably, not only by 
discouraging concubinage, but also by securing better care of offspring. 
Medical men state that much infant mortality is caused by the inability of the 
mother to provide prdperly for the child, unassisted by the other parent. In 
connexion with this, a poor law giving aid only to the aged and infirm is 
becoming daily more indispensable, not only as regards the native population, 
but very much in consequence of the introduction of immigrants. 

13. Some of these subjects have been at various times brought by me to the 
notice of the Legislature, and it was my intention to have endeavoured, at 
fitting opportunities, to procure the adoption of all the measures to which they 
refer. I trust they may be entertained and accomplished at no distant period. 

14, This report has, it is feared, extended beyond its legitimate length, but I 
must be allowed to plead the interest felt by me in all the concerns of a colony, 
small although it be, over which I have immediately presided for so considerable 
a time, and from whose inhabitants, of all classes, I have received kind conside- 
ration and valuable assistance. Should any of the remarks and suggestions 
herein ventured conduce to the future welfare of these islands, my object will 
be gained, and my satisfaction complete. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN CAMPBELL, 


The Right Hon. Sir J. S. Pakington, Bart. Lieutenant-Governor. 
&c. &c. &c. 


Appenpix No. 1. 


Sir, Treasury, St. Vincent, May 26, 1852. 
THE debt due by the colony on the Ist day of January 1851 was estimated at 
3,0852., and that due on the Ist day of January 1852 was 2,2251. 


To meet the arrears, there was in hand on the Ist day of January a sum of 
7721. 17s. 11d., which would reduce the actual debt due on 1st January 1852 to 
1,4531. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) G. C. Grant, Treasurer, 
His Excellency Sir John Campbell, Bart., 
&e. &e. &e. 


Towns, Parishes, 
and 


Grenadines. 


Kingstown 

Calliaqua = - - 
Barronallie - - 
Chateaubellair - 
Charlotte Parish, in- 


cluding George 
Town = 9 
| Saint David’s Parish 
Saint Patrick’s Parish, 
including the ‘Town 
of Layon 
Saint Andrew’s Parish, 
comprised in Lee- 
ward District - 
Saint Andrew’s Parish, 
comprised in Kings- 
town District - 
Saint George’s Parish 
Grenadines mn 5a 


Total - 


Summary. 


Number of Sugar Estates. 
Number of Arrowroot Estates. 
Number of Towns, 

Number of Villages. 

Number of Houses on Estates, 


2) 5| 218 
- {16} 1,186 
-| 5| 364 


Number of Houses in Towns and 


Villages. 


an Act of the Legislature, and published the 30th Day of June 1851. 


Number and Sex of 


Number. 


4,983 
593 
334 
446 


8,576 
1,892 


2,505 


977 


1,533 
6,356 
1,983 


Inmates. 


1,962 
259 
143 
205 


4,129 
970 


1,204 


468 


682 
3,009 
926 


3,021 
334 
191 
241 


4,447 
922 


1,301 


509 


851 
8,847 
1,007 


CENSUS RETURN. 
Tue following is a Summary of the Persons residing in the several Towns, Parishes, and the Grenadines within the Island of Saint Vincent, on the 24th Day of July 1851. Taken in pursuance of 


Trade or Avocation, 


Labourer. 
Tradesman, 
Domestic. 


» 
ae 
an 


121 
73 


a 
o 


a 
wo Ia 
On _ 


mb 
Beans 


3,637 
965 


1,071 


588 25 


759 39 
2,941 243 
652 59 


Other Occupations. 


Under 10 Years of age. 


Under 20 Years of Age. 


8/59) 4,589 


30,128 


13,957 


16,171 


12,510 


1,507 


1,371 


Remarks, 
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s) =) < & |e | oO 1a 5 4 |e /|Al< 
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593 |21]- -|--|79| 9] 194] 549] 18] 6 7 
334] 9|- -| 2/20] 5] 193] si9] 10 35] - 
446 |}--|- -|--|--|e-|- -]- -]--]--] 4 
8,576 |--+|- =|-+-|--|--|- - *7,402) 149) 99] 244 
1,892 | 4| 17 | 34] 45] 9] 450 |1,574| 174] 25] 63 
a 
2,505| 9| 24 | 10/83} 7] 643 |2,141 | 79] $8] 170 
356 977] 1] 16 | 7] 20]--| 217] 834} 49] 9] 54 
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550 joy be Lamar fee) Me erm ad epee a | 
10,437 30,128 | 44 | 57 | 53 |247 | $0 | 1,627 |12,820| 479| 175] 549 


* This number includes 167 Charaibs residing to Windward, Military, and domestics not included in the above, 
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Appenpix No. 3. 


Sir, Kingstown District, December 31, 1851. 
I wave the honour to make my report to your Excellency on the state and 
condition of the liberated African immigrants in this district. 

By my report of the 31st December 1850 there appeared to have arrived and been 
located in this district, at three several times, (March 1849, January 1850, May 1850,) 
262 liberated African immigrants, thirty-seven of whom had then died, thirty-six had 
left the estates on which they had been originally bound for one year, leaving 189 then 
resident. 

In May last (1851) the yearly contract of the last arrived Africans terminated. No 
yearly contracts were renewed, but all who remained on estates continued at monthly 
hiring. There was no change in the wages or perquisites, they having for the previous 
six months of their yearly contract been put on exactly the same footing as the native 
labourers, except that they were entitled to medical attendance. 

Little orno change, with one exception, took place immediately on the expiration of 
their contract ; the exception was on one estate, where seven out of fifteen left, but two 
returned in a couple of months, and hired themselves as monthly labourers. 


The following are the changes that have taken place in this year :— 


Liberated Africans 
A from other estates 
Under contract on Died since. a entering into 
Dee. 31, 1850. yi?" | monthly contracts 
since May 1851. 
Males. 
189 $s 52 32 


There has been an increase by births of three. Out of the fifty-two who left the estates 
on the expiration of their contracts only two were discharged by the employer, and that 
for continued drunkenness and absenting themselves from the estate. All the rest left of 
their own accord, several going to live with their country people, and getting a temporary 
advance of wages for making arrowroot. One gentleman who had twenty-seven of the 
Africans mentions that five left him, four having been offered an increase of wages for six 
months from an adjoining estate, but left on the expiration of that time, and he does not 
know where they went, and the other only joined his brother on an adjoining estate. 
All the remainder of his people are enjoying good health, have fine patches of provision 
grounds, and most have stock of various kinds. 

I consider this statement, which I know is correct, will apply very generally to those 
who remain on estates ; they work very well, quite equal to the Creoles. 

It appears that thirty-two liberated Africans entered into monthly contracts, who had 
either left other estates in this district, or had come from the other districts. J am aware 
that upwards of twenty came from the Leeward District. 

In June last (1851) there was an Act passed to enable the stipendiary magistrates to 
enter into contracts on behalf of orphan liberated Africans under fifteen, for such period 
of time until they should attain fifteen ; and that it should be lawful for orphan immi- 
grants of the age of fifteen, with consent of stipendiary magistrates, to enter into contract 
for service until they should attain eighteen. This Act was considered to have a retro- 
spective effect, but the Africans did not wish to sign any paper, and the employers were 
not desirous of urging them to do so. 

I consider it would be a beneficial Act to put in operation on any fresh arrival, but I 
consider it bad policy to urge it on those who are already located, if they express any 
disinclination. 

The Africans attend public worship very regularly, but little attention is paid to their 
instruction. 

If the Act last referred to had been in operation from the beginning, some arrangement 
might have been made; and on any future arrival, before I sanctioned any extended 
contracts by orphans, I should make a stipulation on the subject in the manner pointed 
out in my report of 31st December 1850, in pursuance of the proposals in the circular of 
Her Majesty's Right Honourable Secretary of State for the Colonies of 30th October 


1850. 
I have, &¢. 
His Excellency Sir John Campbell, Bart., (Signed) Epwin Po.son. 
&e. &e. &e. 
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Appenpix No. 4. 


Report for the half year ending 31st December 1851, in accordance with the third clause 
of an Act of the Legislature entituled “ An Act to regulate and make provision for 
“ the treatment of liberated African Immigrants,” exhibiting the average rate 
of wages and advantages generally afforded by employers to liberated African 
Immigrants located on Estates situated in the Windward District of the Colony of 
Saint Vincent. 


Sir, Windward District, February 6, 1852. 

THE introduction of African Immigrants was so favourably received by all classes 
of this community, and their services so appreciated by the planters, that it is with painful 
regret I communicate the result as to themselves at the expiration of two years and nine 
months after the introduction of the first and of eighteen months after that of the last 
batch of those persons. 


On 31st March 1849 - - - - - 92 arrived. 
», dist January 1850 ~ - - = Se TSS 
» 27th May 1850 - ~ - - eth hae 
Total - - 275 


were located on sixteen estates in this district: 152, being supposed over fifteen years of 
age, contracted to serve for one year from date of arrival; the remaining 123 also served 
for the same period, though not under contract ; and under the conditions of the above- 
recited Act, lodging, food, and wages were secured to those who could work, and medical 
attendance and food to those who could not. 

During the six months in question, African immigrants were not under any special 
control, but served under a monthly contract to ‘which the labouring population of the 
colony are liable. 

On 24th July 1851 a census of the population of this colony was taken. Thee general 
result has not yet been published ; it is possible that those African immigrants, who were 
not accounted for in this district, may have been so in the others. 

The following exhibits the population of this district on that date, viz, 24th July 
1851 ;— 


Natives, Europeans, &c. - - - - - 7,654 
Madeirese - - - - - - - 689 
African immigrants - - - - - - 233 

Total - ~ = = 8,576 

od 

Population of this district on 3d June 1844, and subsequent immigration added :— 

Natives, Europeans, &c. - - - - _- 7,403 
Madeirese, introduced 1846-7-8  - - - - - 840 
African immigrants, introduced 1849-50 - - ~ - - 275 

Total -- : - 8,518 


A comparison of the above totals will show that the natural increase of the population 
is nearly balanced by the decrease amongst the immigrants; but had I included other 
immigrants who arrived direct from Madeira and from the adjacent colonies, but were not 
entered at the immigration agents office, the deficit would have been large. | 

The quarterly returns transmitted to the Legislature up to the date on which the census 
was taken exhibited twenty-six deaths of African immigrants, sixteen of them were. there- 
fore not accounted for. In proportion to those remaining resident on the sixteen estates, 
the mortality during the present six months has been three per cent. — . 

Tannex a table to which I would call particular attention. In making my calculations 
as to earnings, I assume 124 working days in the six months in question. I embrace all 
sums paid by employers, coop-money inclusive, although a part of that amount was 
worked for in the previous six months. It will be shown, under the head “ Remarks, 
based on returns received from the respective estates, that in many cases African immi- 
grants have no provision grounds; many of them, being children, were unable to 
establish them, and adults are physically incapable of doing so on arrival, especially by 
one day’s labour in each alternate week, as provided by law, although they receive pay 
on those days. When their earnings are therefore distributed over the half year, or 182 
days, it exhibits an average of fourpence per diem to each above fifteen years 
and of twopence to each under that age, as all that they acquired by continuous labour 
during six months, although some of them were exceedingly industrious. 

The condition of the remaining 118 African immigrants must be supposed. Some from 
sickness, others from indolence, did not work at all. Many earned but very small sums 
during the six months. In general they reside with the native labourers, who are exceed- 
ingly kind to them. There is no provision made for the moral and religious instruction 
of African immigrants, no fund for the relief of the destitute, or public hospital in this 
district for the reception of the sick. 
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Two African immigrants were received into the hospital in the Kingtown district. I 
regret to say that one died shortly after admission. 


TaBLE exhibiting the 
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Turama-- - - 28 18 8 - - uA 5 as 

Sans Souci - - - 21 10 3 1 8 64 54 
Mount Grenan - - 30 20 6 12 94 7 A 
Park Hill - - - 20 10 4: 1 6 54 3 

Spring - - rc 17 10 9 - - 1] 9° = 
Colonarie Vale - - 15 ll 5 6 5 4: 3 

Bellevue - - - 17 ll 2 6 64 44 st 

Mount William - - 20 Le es - 9 5 - - 4. 

Iambon Vale - - 11 9 |- - 8 5 - : 3h 
New Prospect - - 20 16 1 t 6 6 4 
South Union - - 19 9 1 5 44 44 3 
New Adelphi - - 15 9 3 4. 9. 74 4. 

Mount Bentinck - - 15 1l 5 4 64 6 4h 
Henry’s Vale - - 9 6 1 2 7 7 3 
Peruvian Vale - - 9 6 |- - 4: 41 | - - 4 
Cane End San Sy 9 8 4 4 gi 8 4 


Original number located - - - Ou 2 275 

Number remaining resident - - - - 173 

Number who worked continuously for Six Months - 125 
REMARKS. 


Turama Estate-—Six immigrants earned no wages during the present six months ; 
four, very small sums. Of the eighteen remaining resident, only four are said to have 
provision grounds, viz., a quarter acre each in cultivation. 

Sans Souci.—One immigrant, paralytic, removed to Kingtown hospital ; four worked 
occasionally. Of the ten resident, three have each a quarter of an acre in provision 
cultivation. 

Mount Grenan.—The majority of the immigrants are children; have worked with 
great regularity.. With three exceptions, they reside with native labourers, with whom 
they cultivate provisions ; have none of their own. 

Park Hill—Two immigrants gave birth to children during the present six months. 
One earned no wages. Two earned small amounts; all are said to have an abundant 
supply of provisions. 

Spring —The earnings of the immigrants have been large; I would venture to say 
equal to those of the natives. They have worked with remarkable steadiness. Each 
is said to have a quarter to half an acre of land in cultivation. The gentleman in charge 
of this estate has been peculiarly fortunate in his treatment of them. 

Colonarie Vale.—The immigrants have worked with remarkable steadiness, but their 
earnings have been but small ; they have little land in provision cultivation. 

Bellevue.—Many of the immigrants located on this plantation were children. They ex- 
perienced great kindness, still several have removed. Seven only of those resident are 
said to have provision grounds; a quarter to a third of an acre each in cultivation. 
Their earnings have been small. 

Iambon Vale—The majority of the immigrants are children. They have enjoyed good 
health, and the gentleman in charge of the estate seems well satisfied with them. They 
have worked very regularly, but their earnings have been small. One has half an acre in 
cultivation ; the others reside with the native labourers. 

Cane Evrid.—On this, as on the Spring estate, the immigrants have succeeded admirably. 
I have seen them engaged in the manufacture of sugar ; it was delightful to witness their 
alacrity and cheerfulness, and equally so to hear the kindly feeling expressed towards 
them by their employer, who is proprietor of the plantation, and a native of the colony. 

New Prospect.—Several immigrants who left this plantation have returned, showing 
that they did not benefit their condition by the change. Only eight of the sixteen 
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resident laboured continuously. The quantity of land which each has got under provision 
cultivation, if any, is not stated. 

South Union.—Many of the immigrants were in bad health on arrival; a few are so 
now. Their labour has been irregular during the present six months, and earnings small. 
One is said to have 2,400 feet of land in provision cultivation. Hight reside with native 
labourers, and conjointly cultivate provisions. 

New Adelphi.—Great kindness has been shown to the immigrants on this estate, still 
they have not been fortunate. Several have suffered from ulcerated feet and legs, as is 
common in damp localities. Two were accidentally killed, as were three other persons 
. the same time, by a fall or slip of earth from the side of a cliff, under which they were 

uried. 

Mount Bentinck.—The gentleman in charge of this estate is exceedingly well satisfied 
with the labour rendered by the African immigrants, Jam glad to say that each of them 
has a quarter to half an acre of land under provision cultivation. Unfortunately they 
reside near to a village, and many are addicted to the excessive use of rum. 

Henry's and Peruvian Vale Estates are under the direction of the same gentle- 
man. Five of the immigrants have each a quarter of an acre of land under provision 
fa bs On the whole they have had good health, but their earnings have been 
small, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) RoBERT SUTHERLAND, 
His Excellency Sir John Campbell, Bart., Stipendiary Magistrate. 
&e. &e. &e. 


Appendix, No. 5. 


Sir, Leeward District, 5th March, 1852. 

J HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of a communication from your Excel- 
lency, dated the 26th of February ultimo, reminding me that my report on the condition 
of the African immigrants for the half year ending the 31st of December last had not been 
received by you. 

Upon referring to my former reports, your Excellency will find that, in compliance with 
the provisions of the African Immigration Act, they have been transmitted quarterly, and 
were only discontinued when the indentures of the immigrants had expired. Were it not 
that I had fancied it unnecessary after that period to furnish your Excellency with special 
reports, I would not have allowed so much time to elapse before transmitting the present 
one. Since the expiration of their indentures the immigrants generally have been in a 
very unsettled state, leaving one estate or occupation for another upon the slightest 
inducement. 

On referring to the estates’ census returns, which were taken after all indentures had 
expired, I find that the greater number of immigrants had abandoned the estates to which 
they were originally allotted. Some have since returned, after having made an experi- 
mental, and, I fear, disappointing round of other masters and occupations. 

The vagrant habits which circumstances have conspired to graft upon the immigrants 
must necessarily prove highly prejudicial to all their interests as well as prove a perpetual 
source of disappointment to those who may happen to be their employers, and who by 
liberal and kind treatment calculate upon a continuance of their labour in maturing and 
manufacturing their sugar crops. 

The primary cause of their unsettled habits must, I think, be attributed to the short 


term for which their first agreements have lasted. It could not be expected that, in the: 


space of one year, a savage, having to contend with the many impediments which in a 
colony such as this retard the development of civilization, can so far acquire a correct 
understanding of his position and interests as to be able at once to fix upon the line of 
conduct most conducive to his benefit. He will naturally seek the acquisition of that from 
which he conceives the greatest amount of present advantage is to be derived. Money 
thus becomes the grand object of his desire, and his labour is grudgingly, if at all, 
bestowed where no expectation of a money reversion is held out. 

The provision ground which during the term of his indenture he was obliged to culti- 
vate becomes neglected or entirely abandoned, and the tie binding him to any particular 
estate ceases to exist. He will rather wander from estate to estate earning his four dollars 
per month (the wages allowed to new-comers on estates for the first six months of their 
residence) than settle down in possession of a well-stocked provision ground with the ordi- 
nary wages of three dollars. 

T have no doubt the instances of destitution which have occurred among the immigrants 
were mainly owing to their neglect of their provision grounds. 

While deploring the fickleness evinced by the immigrants as subversive alike of their 
own well-being and of the interests of their employers, I am happy to say that in point of 
efficiency as labourers they are fully on a par with the native population. 

With regard to the moral culture of the immigrants, from the causes I have detailed, 
viz., their wandering habits, little has been practicable and less has been done. It might 
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have been expected that the clergy would have taken the initiative in their instruction ; 
but their time is completely absorbed by the ordinary duties of their vocation, and what- 
ever instruction they may have been able to impart has been accidental, not systematic. 
They are, however, fully alive to the claims of the immigrants for religious instruction ; 
and I trust they may be able to devise some plan which to some extent may enable them 
to grapple with the difficulties they will have to encounter in conveying and carrying 
home to the poor savages the maxims and doctrines of the Christian faith. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) Wm. M‘Nico1, 


His Excellency Sir John Campbell, Bart., 
&e. Stipendiary Magistrate, Leeward District. 


&e, &e. 


Appenpix No. 6. 
Report of the Inspectors of Prisons for the year ending 31st December 1851. 


There is only one gaol in the island, and it is situated in the town of Kingstown. The 
Ergastulums, erected on the Emancipation Act being passed (1834), have not been used 
since the abolition of the apprenticeship, except merely as temporary places of confine- 
ment till parties can be taken before a magistrate. 

A full description and plans of the gaol were given in my reports of the 31st December 
1850 and of September 1848. 

There has been no alteration made in the building during this year. 
whitewashed several times, and has been always kept in very good order. 

The buildings of the gaol are in good state and condition, with the exception (noticed 
in my last report) of the cells for the confinement of the female prisoners, on which I then 
reported that the oof required to be taken down and a new one put up, that one 
of the cells was in such a state it could not be occupied in wet weather. 

The cells were condemned, and have not been since used. The female prisoners have 
been confined in the Gaol Infirmary, the female debtors having one of the rooms, and the 
other prisoners the remaining room. 

One of the rooms appropriated to male debtors has been used as a temporary hospital 
for any male prisoner. The female prisoners remain in their own room when ill. 

This is not a satisfactory arrangement, and it is to be hoped a new roof will be put on 
the cells for the female prisoners. 

The following are the commitments for the year 1851 :— 

Males. 


It has heen 


- Females. Total. 
Felonies - - 18 - Mone - = ~ 2) 
Misdemeanors aoe = - 24 - = 149=—— 170 
Debtors - - 11 - - 3 - - 14 14 


This includes those who were committed for further examination. In future returns 


they will be mentioned separately. 

The greatest number of prisoners in gaol at any one time was 27 males and 4 females. 
The number this day in gaol is 26 males and 4 females. 

There has been little sickness throughout the year. Males, 16 ; females, 7. Total 23. 
The most prevalent diseases have been intermittent fever and ulcerated sore legs. There 
has been no death. 

The diet of the prisoners has been much improved. The new dietary which was ordered 


in February last is as follows :-— 
Diet FOR PRISONERS. 


Monday till Friday inclusive. 

Males at labour. 14 lbs. of bread, 1 pint of cocoa, and 4 Ib. of salt fish. 

Males not at labour. 1 Ib. of bread, 1 pint of cocoa, and 4 Ib. of salt fish. 

Females at labour. Same as males not at labour. 

Females not at labour. 12 oz. of bread and same as above. 

Saturdays. In lieu of salt fish they receive }]b. fresh fish or meal, and 31b. of 
vegetables. 

Sunday. In lieu of salt fish, 1 pint of soup. 

The soup contains per pint, 2o0z. of meat without bone, 2 oz. of barley, and 2 z. of 
vegetables, with other seasoning. Cocoa contains, per pint, 2 oz. of sugar and i oz. of 
cocoa. 

The great fault in the gaol is the impossibility of classifying the prisoners, and as 
I have fully explained in former reports it is impossible to do so without pulling down 
the walls of the gaol on one side, and enlarging it altogether. In the present state of the 


colony, there is no hope of persuading the Legislature to find the necessary funds. 
EpwIn PoLsoy, 


Inspector of Prisons. 
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Appenpix No. 7. 
Report of the Surgeon of the Gaol. 


THE prisoners confined in the gaol during the last twelve months have been unusnally 
healthy, few cases of fever and diarrhoea occurring, which may be attributed, especially 
as regards the latter disease, to the improved diet which has been in use during the last 

ear. 
y The cases of fever that have occurred have been principally among the soldiers confined 
in the gaol, which may in some measure be traced to the fact that many have suffered 
from that complaint prior to their arrival in this colony, and any alteration in diet or 
mode,of living will induce an attack of fever and ague in those who have previously 
suffered from that disease. 
Bury Irwin DaseEnt, 
Acting Surgeon to the Gaol. 


ST. LUCIA. 


(Executive, No. 30.) No. 13. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Hamitron to 
the Right Hon. Sir Joun S. Paxineron Bart. 
Windward Islands, Barbados, June 24, 1852. 
Sir, (Received July 19, 1852.) 

I wave the honour to forward the Saint Lucia Blue Book for 1851, 
and the usual Report on the state of the colony from the officer administering 
the Government. 

2. Colonel Cobbe’s views with regard to the revenue of the island will come 
before you in a more practical shape when the Tax Ordinance for the forth- 
coming year is submitted for your consideration. 

8. The land tax of 4s. per acre on all cultivated lands, but which no longer 
exists, yielded in 1851 54/., which gives merely 2,970 acres; but the tax is 
raised only on lands exceeding nine acres in one possession, and the whole 
number of acres under cultivation in Saint Lucia is 4,317. 

4. Viewed comparatively with the general revenue and expenditure, the sum 

raised and appropriated in 1851 for educational purposes is creditable to the 
island. The addition to the number of scholars, and the increasing desire of 
the people to avail themselves of the means afforded for the instruction of their 
children, are very gratifying features in the Lieutenant-Governor’s Report. 
_ 5. There can be no doubt as to the desirableness of forming a militia in 
Saint Lucia, or the effectiveness of a well-disciplined corps of that kind; but I 
fear that Colonel Cobbe is over sanguine as to the practicability of reconciling 
either planter or labourer to a service which they will never be brought to 
volunteer until the enemy is at the door, and it is too late. 

6. Colonel Cobbe’s suggestion for the establishment of a fund for the support 
of superannuated public officers in these colonies is a question beset with too 
many difficulties to encourage its discussion at the present time. To every 
government the comfort and independence of its public officers, after their 
best energies have been exhausted in its service, ought to be an object of 
solicitude; but there are very few men in the West India colonies who have 
from an early age adopted the public service as their pursuit in life; and when 
it has been otherwise I am aware how it has been found almost impossible to 
prevent the intrusion of gross abuse into such an institution, although attempted 
to be made self-supporting, and especially when it contemplated a provision for 
widows and families. 1 believe that where the finances of a colony admit of it, 
there is no better mode of meeting the claims of an old and worn-out public 
servant than by simply acting on the principles laid down in the Imperial Super- 
annuation Act of 1822. 

7. The Report of the principal medical officer is a very gratifying return of 
the sanitary condition of the troops in the past year; and from the information 
which has otherwise reached me I am entitled to give an equally favourable 
statement with regard to the civil population. Colonel Cobbe is no doubt 
correct in his opinion as to the great improvement in the general health of the 
West Indies; but as to the salubrity of St. Lucia, or of one of these islands 
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more than another, we must not form hasty conclusions, drawn from the expe- 
rience in particular spots of a few isolated years. 

8. I have already reported that the vacant living at Soufriere has been filled 
up by the appointment of a clergyman from Grenada. 

9. The quantity of sugar shipped from the island in 1850 was 58,309 cwt., 
valued at 38,424/., and in 1851, 67,502 cwt.—43,0211. 

I have reason to believe that the prospects of the forthcoming crop are still 
better, as far as quantity is concerned ; but there have just been shown to me 
the account sales received by the last packet, of sugar from five different estates 
in St. Lucia, some of the hogsheads netting as little as 3/. 2s. each, but the 
average amounting only to 6/. 11s. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) KER B. HAMILTON. 


( Extract.) Enclosure in No, 13. 


Report from Lieut.-Col. Cossr to Lieut.-Govetnor Hamitron. 


Sir, Government House, June 5, 1852. 
I wave the honour herewith to forward the returns which constitute the 
Blue Book for the vear 1851. 


2. Seven twelfths of the period comprehended in these returns preceded my 
professional connexion with the colony; the results of the year, therefore, 
(which cannot but be considered satisfactory,) must be viewed as essentially the 
results of Lieutenant-Governor Darling’s administration. 


3. At the commencement of the year 1851 the colony had not recovered 
from the effects of the Treasury frauds discovered in 1849. According to the 
returns the balance of estimated expenditure unpaid at the end of the year 
1850, from want of the necessary funds, amounted to 1,281/. 18s. O}d., and 
the balance of contingent expenditure unpaid at the same date, from the same 
cause, amounted to 497/. 1s. 11}d.; the total amount of expenditure unpaid 
at the end of the year 1850 was therefore 1,779/. On the other hand, there 
remained of revenue of 1850 uncollected at the end of that year 447/. 8s. 44d., 
and of cash in hand 220/. 19s. 114d., making together the sum of 668/. 8s. 33d., 
which, deducted from 1,779/., the total amount of unpaid expenditure, leaves 
1,110/. 11s. 81d. as the actual amount of expenditure which, had the entire 
revenue for 1850 been collected, there would not have been funds to meet at 
the close of that year, and which consequently remained a charge on the 
revenue of the year 1851. 


4. The total revenue for 1851, as.shown by the returns, amounts to 
13,8721. 5s. 113d., and the total expenditure to 12,7401. 15s. 34d. In the 
former, however, are included the items making up the 668/. 8s. 33d., already 
referred to as properly belonging to the revenue of 1850, and certain special 
balances or deposits amounting to 797. 17s. 10d., which are transferred to the 
accounts of the year 1852, but form no part of the general revenue. In the 
latter are included the unpaid balances of 1850, amounting, as already stated, to 
1,779/., and certain special balances, brought forward from the account of 1850, 
amounting to 326/. 5s. 1d. These sums, deducted from the total amounts of 
revenue and expenditure for 1851, in which they are respectively included, but 
to which they do not properly belong, will give the actual amounts of revenue 
and expenditure of the said year as embodied in the returns; that is to 
say, if the sums of 668/. 8s. 33d. and 787/. 17s. 10d., or their amount, viz., 
1,456/. 6s. 13d., be deducted from the total revenue, viz., 13,8721. 5s. 113d., 
the balance, viz., 12,415/. 19s., will be the actual amount of revenue collected 
within and on account of the year 1851 ; andif the sums 1,7791. and 3261. 5s. 1d., 
or their amount, viz., 2,105/. 5s. 1d., be deducted from the total expenditure, 
viz., 12,7401. 15s. 34d., the balance, viz., 10,635/. 10s. 24d., will be the actual 
amount of expenditure incurred and debited within and on account of the same 
year. But although 12,415/. 19s. is the actual amount of revenue collected 
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within and on account of the year 1851, and 10,635/. 10s. 24d. is the actual 
amount of expenditure incurred and debited within and on account of the 
same period, there remained certain estimated arrears of revenue of 1851 un- 
collected at the end of that year, amounting to 334. 9s. 4d.; and certain 
arrears of expenditure incurred, but not debited within and on account of the 
said year, amounting to 926/. 6s. 34d., which sums belong properly to the 
revenue and expenditure respectively of that year; therefore, if to the 
12,4151. 19s., already stated to be the actual amount of revenue collected within 
and on account of the year 1851, be added the 334/. 9s. 4d. estimated arrears 
uncollected within but belonging to that year, the total, viz., 12,7501. 8s. 4d., 
will be the true amount of revenue of the said year; and if to the 
10,635/. 10s. 24d., the actual amount of expenditure incurred and debited 
within and on account of the year 1851, be added 926l. 6s. 3hd., arrears 
of expenditure incurred but not debited within the said year, the total, 
viz., 11,561. 16s. 6d., will be the true amount of expenditure of the said year. 
Now the true amount of revenue of 1851 being 12,7501. 8s. 4d., and the true 
amount of expenditure being 11,561/. 16s. 6d., the difference between these 
sums is the true balance on the year, viz. a balance credit in favour of the 
colony of 1,188/. 11s. 10d.; but although this 1,188/. lls. 10d. is the true 
balance credit on the year 1851, it has already been shown that there remained 
from the previous year the sum of 1,110/. 11s. 8}d. on account of unpaid 
balances, which, had the entire revenue for that year been collected, there 
would not have been funds to meet at its close, and which consequently remained 
a charge against the revenue of 1851. This 1,110/. 11s. 81d., the true balance 
debt of the year 1850, must therefore be deducted from the 1,188/. 11s. 10d., 
the true balance credit of the year 1851, against which it remained a charge, 
which will leave 78/. Os. 13d. as the true credit of the colony, assuming that the 
above-named 334i. 9s. 4d., estimated arrears of revenue of 1851, have been 
collected, and the above-named 926/. 6s. 34d., arrears of expenditure, have been 
liquidated, and thus a debt of 1,110/. 11s. 84d., on account of 1850, has been 
cleared off ; the expenditure of 1851 has been met, and a balance to the credit 
of the colony remains of '78/. Os. 13d., exclusive of that which exists from 
special accounts or deposits included in the account current, but which, as has 
already been stated, form no part of the general revenue. 


5. The comparative statement of revenue of the years 1850 and 1851 
shows as the difference between 11,492/. 11s. lld., the total amount of 
revenue of the former, and 13,872/. 5s. 113d., the total amount of revenue of 
the latter year, an increase of 2,379/. 14s. 03d. This increase arises partly 
from an augmentation of special balances or deposits, amounting to 4711. 12s. 9d., 
being the difference between the 787/. 17s. 10d., transferred to the accounts of 
1852, and the 326/. 5s. 1d. brought forward from 1850, partly from an 
increase of imports, which yielded in duties an excess over 1850 of 1371. Ss. 9d., 
but chiefly from the imposition of an export duty of 6d. per 100 lbs. on 
sugar, 2s. per puncheon on rum, and 1s. per puncheon on molasses, which duty 
realised the sum of 1,'760/. 9s. 94d. It is proper here to observe, that this 
export duty was imposed by a special Ordinance expressly to clear off a 
deficiency in the revenue which was found to exist at the close of the year 
1850, and which was estimated at 1,'760/., and that at the time that Ordinance 
was passed it was not contemplated that this export duty should be kept up 
after the object for which it had been imposed had been effected; but although 
that object was effected within the year 1851, the export duty was maintained 
in the Tax Ordinance for the present year, and the tax of 4s. per acre on 
cultivated land, as well as 6d. per gallon of the duty on rum sold for con- 
sumption within the island, were struck off, as an assumed equivalent to the 
planter. Ifthe reduction of the duty on rum sold for consumption within the 
island from 1s. 6d. to 1s. per gallon were with the abolished land tax a real 
equivalent to the planter for the maintenance of the export duty, there is no 
doubt that the facility and certainty of its collection would render the latter 
duty far preferable to the Government; but inasmuch as the duty on rum sold 
for consumption within the island regulates its price, that duty, if the system of 
collecting it were efficacious, would fall on the consumer, as it should do, and 
not on the producer, who gains nothing by its reduction. It is clear, therefore, 
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that against the export duty the planter has only, as an offset, his savings by 
the abolition of the tax of 4s. per acre on cultivated land, which tax in 1851: 
realised for the whole island only 594/. It is scarce necessary to observe, that 
the proportion of that 594/. saved by the planter was no real offset against the 
export duty of 6d. per 100lbs. on sugar, 2s. per puncheon on rum, and Is. per 
puncheon on molasses, which duty realized in 1851, as already stated, the sum 
of 1,7601. 9s. 94d., every penny of which came directly out of the planter’s 
pocket, since it cannot for a moment be supposed that the price at which these 
articles realized in the English market was affected by the cost of their produc- 
tion arising from local taxation. There is this further evil to be considered as 
resulting to the planter from the substitution of the export duty for the 
land tax and duty of 6d. per gallon on rum sold for consumption within the 
island, that the export duty has to be paid at the time of shipment, while that for 
rum for island use is only paid when the article is sold for consumption. From 
the preceding observations I conceive it has been clearly shown that the main- 
tenance of the export duty has borne unduly on the planter, who has already 
difficulties enough to contend with, and that it would have been better that the 
duty on rum sold for island consumption (so legitimate a source of revenue) 
should, under an improved system of collection, have been reimposed, and that 
the export duty should have been discontinued, when the object for which it 
was imposed had been effected. Entertaining this view of the matter, I have 
directed, in the Tax Ordinance for 1853, which will be brought forward in a few 
days, that the export duty of 6d. per 100 lbs. on sugar shall be reduced to 3d. 
per 100 lbs., leaving the remaining 3d. per 100 lbs. to meet such deficiency in 
the receipts on account of the duty on rum for the current year as may rea- 
sonably be anticipated in consequence of the present imperfect mode of collecting 
the same. Returning to the consideration of the comparative statement of the 
revenue of the years 1850 and 1851, the duty on rum consumed within the island 
in 1851 shows an apparent increase in favour of that year over 1850 of 
1,170/. 18s. 8d., but this apparent increase is neutralized by the decrease in the 
revenue derived from the licences on stills, which in point of fact constitute an 
indirect tax upon rum. Thus in 1850 the licences on stills yielded 1,302/. 10s., 
and the duty on rum yielded 1,038/. 11s., making a total of 2,341/. 1s., whilst in 
1851 the duty on rum yielded 2,207/. 9s. 8d., and the licences to distil and 
retail on estates yielded 115/. making a total of 2,322/. 9s. 8d. In this calcula- 
tion is omitted the 134/. 5s. collected in 1851, but which, being arrears of licences 
on stills taken out in 1850, ought properly to be added to the credit under this 
head for that year. If then to the above total of 2,341/. 1s. be added this 
134/, 5s., their amount, viz., 2,475/. 6s., will exceed the amount of duties from 
similar sources for the year 1851, amounting to 2,322/. 9s. 8d., by the sum of 
152/. 16s. 4d., which is therefore the actual decrease in the duty on rum (still 
licences included) for the latter year. 


6. Under the head of “ local revenue” there appear in the accompanying 
returns two distinct branches of revenue and expenditure. The first of these is 
the revenue and expenditure of the corporation of Castries for the year 1851; 
the second is the revenue appropriated to purposes of general education, and its 
expenditure, for the same pericd. The revenue and expenditure of the cor- 
poration of Castries seem properly classed under this head; but the revenue 
appropriated to purposes of general education, being raised by general, not local 
taxation, and for general, not Jocal purposes, although clearly ‘a special fund, 
would scarce appear to come under the head of local revenue. ‘The revenue of 
the corpoation of Castries, according to these returns, amounts for 1851 to 
840/. 11s. 6d., and its expenditure to 838/. Is. 5d.; but from the latter should 
be deducted the sum of 31/. 19s. 10d. paid for the repairs of the town hall, for 
which credit will be given inthe present year. ‘This 31/. 19s. 10d., deducted 
from 838/. 1s. 5d., the apparent amount of expenditure, reduces the same to 
806/. 1s. 7d., which, deducted from the 840/. 11s. 6d., the total amount 
of revenue, leaves a virtual balance of 34/. 9s. 11d. to the credit of the corpora- 
tion. On the other hand, on the ist of January of the current year there 
became due by the corporation an instalment of 200/. on account of the water- 
works loan, which perhaps ought in strictness to be included in the expenditure 
of 1851; but inasmuch as that instalment has only been paid up within the last 
few days, it would seem rather to be considered by the mayor and town council 
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as one of the instalments of the current year. It is right here to mention that 
the corporation only came into existence on the Ist March 1851, and that, con- 
sequently, with the exception of the balance of 42/. 9s. 8d. paid over to its credit 
by the commissioners of waterworks, the sum of 8402. 11s. 6d. is in point of fact 
the revenue of ten months only of the said year. The revenue of the current 
year has been estimated in round numbers at 1,160/., to which should be added 
the balance credit of 34/. 9s. 11d. brought forward from 1851. If from 
1,194/. 9s. 11d., the amount of these sums, be deducted the 400/. due in two 
instalments of 200/. each, applicable to the liquidation of the waterworks loan, 
and the payments of the half-yearly interest thereon, there will remain a 
balance of '794/. 9s. 11d. available for the purposes laid down in the 45th clause 
of Ordinance No. 6. of the 2d May 1850. It would appear that the mayor and 
town council do not consider this balance adequate to the purposes contemplated 
by that clause, since they have recently petitioned the Legislative Council, on 
the plea of insufficient means, to place at their disposal the proceeds of all 
licenses to retail spirituous liquors within the limits of the corporation, a source 
of taxation which in 1851 yielded 465/. to the general revenue of the colony. 
It is scarce necessary, however, to observe, when the limited nature of the 
general revenue is considered, that the said general revenue is quite unable 
to bear this further sacrifice for local purposes. 


7. The revenue appropriated to purposes of general education amounts, 
for the year 1851, according to the returns, to the sum of 1,092/. 16s. 64d., 
from which, to show the true amount realized within that year on this ac- 
count, should be deducted the balance of 53/. Os. 8d. brought forward from 
the preceding year, and 48/. 19s. 9d., being the amount out of the said 
1,092/. 16s. 63d. paid for its collection. If then this 53/. Os. 8d. and 
this 48/. 19s. 9d., or their amount, viz., 92/. Os. 5d., be deducted from 
1,092/. 16s. 63d., the balance, viz., 1,000/. 16s. 14d., will be the actual 
amount realized on account of the year 1851 for purposes of general education. 
Now, according to the Blue Book returns of 1850, it appears that the 
revenue appropriated to purposes of general education amounted for that 
year to 578/. 19s. Y4d., from which, to show the amount realized within 
that year on the said account, should be deducted 18/. 3s. 7%d., balance 
brought forward from 1849, and 20/. 18s. 6d., being the amount out of 
the said 578/. 19s. 94d. paid for its collection. If then this 18/. 3s. ‘7d. 
and this 20/. 18s., or their amount, viz., 39]. 2s. 1d., be deducted from 
5781. 19s. 94d., the balance, viz., 5391. 17s. 84d., will be the actual 
amount realized on account of the year 1850 for purposes of general educa- 
tion. But it has been shown that 1,000/. 16s. 14d. was the actual amount 
realized on this account in 1851, and it now appears that 539/. 17s. 84d. was 
the actual amount realized on the same account in 1850; therefore the difference 
between these sums, viz., 460/. 18s. 5d., is the actual increase of revenue realized 
onthe said account for the year 1851, an increase entirely attributable to the 
operation of Ordinance No.7. of the 13th February of that year. The result 
of this increase is a balance of 239/. 10s. 5d., being the difference between the 
revenue and expenditure of 1851, which has been carried to the credit of the 
current year, and forms part of its available revenue for purposes of general 
education. 


8. St. Lucia incurs no expense whatever on account of the military establish- 
ment maintained for its protection. The cost of that establishment, which is 
met from the revenues of Great Britain, amounted for the year 1851 to 
13,317/. 16s. 5d., exclusive of the pay of officers who draw the same direct 
from their regimental agents. . 7 " : 

There is no militia or local voluntary corps in St. Lucia. It is possible that 
the establishment of a force of this description would not in the first instance 
be relished by the planters or rural population ; but if care were taken that the 
periods of service should not interfere with the cultivation or manufacture of 
sugar, I have no doubt both planters and people would become reconciled to 
the establishment of a force which, once organised and partially disciplined, would 
easily be qualified to render important assistance to the regular troops in the 
event of the island becoming the seat of foreign aggression. I am further 
satisfied that an effective artillery volunteer corps might be established at 
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Castries, and that a corps of this description would be especially calculated to 
render good defensive service in case of need. 

9. No public works of any importance appear to have been undertaken in 
1851. Certain buildings purchased for the use of Government were put in 
repair, and adapted to their present purpose. The cost of these repairs and 
alterations amounted to 233/. 10s. 10d., the payment of which sum was 
sanctioned by a special vote of the Legislative Council. A suspension bridge 
over the Roseau River was likewise put in repair at a cost of 84d. 

10. Under the head of legislation it appears that thirty Ordinances were pro- 
claimed in 1851, of which four were passed in December of the previous year. 
It would be beyond the limits of this Report, and besides premature, were I to 
offer any opinion on a course of legislation considered necessary by Lieutenant- 
Governor Darling, whose local experience rendered him a far better judge 
of the legislative requirements of the colony than I can possibly pretend 
to be. 

11. The constitution of the Executive Council of this colony remained 
in 1851 the same as it had been in previous years, but the constitution of the 
Legislative Council was modified in accordance with instructions issued under the 
Royal Signet and Sign Manual, bearing date the 30th June 1851, the unofficial 
section of the said Legislative Council being reduced as a minimum from seven 
persons to five, its original strength previous to the receipt of the Royal instruc- 
tions issued to his Excellency Sir William Colebrooke, on his appointment as 
Governor in Chief of the Windward Islands; but although the unofficial sec- 
tion of the Legislative Council was reduced as a minimum from seven persons 
to five by the instructions of the 30th June 1851, those instructions declare it 
competent to the Crown to appoint seven persons not holding office to the Coun- 
cil, if it should be thought advisable to do so. Availing myself of the latitude 
thus allowed me, and having succeeded in securing the services of gentlemen 
unquestionably qualified by position and character to serve in the Legislative 
Council, I have considered it expedient to maintain the unofficial section of that 
body at its maximum, and have had no reason to regret having done so, the 
members of the Legislative Council, without exception, having, in my opinion, 
evinced a disposition on all occasions to discuss the measures I have had to sub- 
mit for their consideration in a fair and liberal spirit. 

12. The cost of the civil establishment of Saint Lucia is defrayed by the 
colony, the only charges against the British Treasury under this head being the 
amount of the salaries and contingent allowances of the stipendiary magistrates, 
which it has been officially notified shall cease with the life or service of the 


present holders of those appointments, and the salary and incidental expenses of 


the collector of customs. 

13. Under the head of pensions I find that an allowance of 12/. per 
annum for five years, payable to the mother of a lad who was wounded 
by a ball from a musket discharged immediately after the riots of March 
1849 was voted by the Legislative Council; but I find no precedent of a 
pension having been granted to superannuated public officers, nor to the 
widows or orphans of public servants who have died in office, nor is there any 
fund from which such pensions could be paid, nor is the colony able, out of its 
limited means, to establish any such fund, or to regulate any fund of the sort on 
the principle of an insurance office, by contributing to which public officers 
might secure to themselves, after certain periods of colonial service, a retiring 
allowance, or in the event of their dying within the said periods some provision 
for their widows and children. Nor can public officers afford, out of their 
generally scanty means, to pay the exorbitant charges demanded by the 
insurance offices in England for effecting policies of insurance on the lives of 
residents in the West India colonies. I would respectfully submit whether this 
is not a fit matter for consideration in the proper quarter, and whether a fund 
might not, without any pecuniary sacrifice, be established by the Government 
at home, by contributing to which public officers in the colonies might secure 
to themselves and to their families the benefits insurance offices are calculated 
to afford, without the ruinous annual payments exacted by those institutions. 


14. The statistics of the West India colonies of late years show a vast 
improvement in their sanatory condition. In proof of this assertion, as 
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regards Saint Lucia in 1851, 1 herewith forward a brief but carefully pre- 
pared report, which Staff Surgeon Connell, the principal military medical officer 


at this station, has kindly furnished at my request, from which it appears that Sub-En, 


out of 205 cases of white soldiers treated within that year only five terminated 
fatally, and that four of those were attributable to excesses. 

15. The population of Saint Lucia, according to the returns, is stated to 
have amounted at the end of the year 1851 to 24,318 souls, of which number 
11,763 were males, and 12,527 were females. The return which gives this 
number is based ona census taken on the 25th of June of that year. 

16. The Ecclesiastical Return for the year 1851 differs apparently very little 
in its general features from that of the previous year. ‘There appears to be a 
decrease in the number of Protestants at and in the vicinity of Soufriére, and a 
still further decrease at and in the vicinity of Choiseul. It is to be regretted 
that his Lordship the Bishop of Barbados has not yet been able to fill up the 
vacancy at Soufriére, occasioned by the removal in August last of the Reverend 
E. J. Sinckler, its Protestant minister. | 

17. The returns under the head of education for the year 1851 are on the 
whole extremely satisfactory, not from an increase in the number of schools, 
but from the marked improvement in the attendance, the average number of 
pupils of both sexes during the year exceeding by 115 that of the year 1850, 
The greater part of this increase took place towards the close of the year, and 
has continued up to the present time, so that a further addition of about 100 
pupils appeared in the return for the quarter ending 31st March of the present 
year. ‘There seems to me to be an increasing desire on the part of a very 
respectable portion of the inhabitants of the towns and villages of the island to 
avail themselves of the means of instruction afforded to their children by the 
schools under the management of the Mico Institution. ‘These schools are and 
have been in part supported out of the revenue derived by colonial taxation for 
purposes of general education. It may be that the people begin to think, as 
they contribute to this revenue, that they may as well avail themselves of any 
advantages which it offers. 

18. The value of the imports for 1851 is stated to have amounted to 
68,8811. 5s. 4d., being an increase on their value for 1850 of 8,613/. 2s. 2d. 
The value of the exports for 1851 is stated to have amounted to 45,6291. 6s. 6d., 
being an increase on their value for 1850 of 5,171/..17s. 2d. The increase in 
the value of exports arises from a crop which yielded apparently 1,053 hogsheads 
of sugar more than in 1850, and it is generally and confidently expected that the 
crop of the current year will yield a further increase of 1,000 hogsheads. On 
reference to the comparative statement of tonnage for 1851 it appears that there 
was a decrease of 1,831 tons inwards, and 1,882 tons outwards; but on the 
British tonnage, both inwards and outwards, there was an increase. 

19. I have, as suggested in your Excellen¢y’s Despatch No. 44, of 14th 
February last, inserted at the end of the Blue Book a copy of the annual report 
of the inspector of prisons for the year 1851. 

I have, &c, 
H. C. Cossg, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Administering the Government. 


Sub-Enclosure in No. 13. 


TRANSACTIONS in the Hosprrat during the Year from the 1st January to the 31st of 
December 1851. 


Cases. 

Remained in hospital from the preceding year - 7 ’ 14 
Since admitted - x ~ e 3 : €. 191 
Total treated - + 4 s : i = 205 
Discharged = - - - = : 3 : = 183 
Died - - 5 z ft y 4 i 
Remaining in hospital - = 2 2 5 2 17 
Proportion of deaths to diseases - - - - - Ilin4l 
Ditto sick to well - - - - - 205 to 285 


This refers to white soldiers only. 
The prevaiiing diseases during the year were fevers and affections of the stomachs 
and bowels. The diseases of the brain were, in every instance, cases of delirium tremens. 
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On looking into the Thermometer Table here annexed, it will not be seen that any 
marked influence in causing these diseases can be attributed to the temperature of the 
weather, because the admissions in April and July were greatly above those of any other 
month except June. 

The thermometer in April ranged from 78° to 80°; in July, from 77° to 82°: whereas 
in October, when the admissions were little more than one fourth of these months, the 
thermometer ranged from 77° to 81°. 

Neither does the Pluviometer Table assist our diagnosis on this subject, because in 
April scarcely any rain fell, whilst July and October were the wettest months in the year. 

To irregularities of living must we look for the chief cause of the fevers and visceral 
derangements, as well as all the cases of delirium tremens, Of the five deaths that took 
place in hospital during the year, four may safely be put down to excesses, and the fifth, 
being phthisis pulmonalis, cannot be attributed to climate influence. 

Great heat and an unhealthy season will at times cause a heavy and dangerous list of 

sick ; but there were no such extraordinary influences this year, and the majority of the 
admissions must therefore be attributed to irregularities in living, and to certain cases of 
ophthalmia imported into St. Lucia, which, however, originally commenced elsewhere ; 
and these admissions amount to 36 out of the 191 cases admitted into hospital during the 
year. 
By irregulaties in living, in the cases of soldiers in the West Indies, I would under- 
stand drinking bad liquors, intoxication, and exposure to the night air when drunk and 
unable to take care of themselves. In any other way it is scarcely possible for a soldier 
to live with irregularity here, because his diet is good and wholesome, and his meals well 
cooked, and served to.him at strictly regular hours. 

No epidemic, nor other diseases more than ordinary, occurred to call for particular 
notice during the period under consideration. The deaths, and most of the diseases, might 
never have been entered in the books here had the men lived soberly. There, however, 
does not appear to be any remarks further to make, except, perhaps, that where the 
thermometer and pluviometer are carefully registered at the hospital (no barometer being 
on charge), it is a pity that the barometer in the Brigade Office is turned to no account ; 
whereas a correct registry of that instrument might as readily have been kept as has 
been that of the others. 


JamEsS CONNELL, 
Surgeon to the Forces, 
P.M. O. 


THE influence of the seasons in producing sickness and mortality among all classes of 
white troops in this command is shown as follows, for the year 1851 :— 


Ist January to 31st December 1851. 


Diseases of ‘ 
the Stomach} Diseases of | All other 
the Brain, 


and Bawels. 


Diseases of | Diseases of 
the Lungs, | the Liver. 


Fevers, 


Date. 


Ad, |Died. om mink, |Died| AC, |Died| Ae, |Died| 4 
1851. | 
January -  - --/| 1 [- -Je. -]-- 
February -  - -| J} fe s|=" </-< 
March - - PTO erg ce © Obl lan eee Rome 
April - - el ee ean) enc Wie! (li eae 
May - ~ Sle he Se let une I us 
June - - Re > a rena (ee ae ee 
July - - De hse tes = | 2a), 
August - - --|- - “tele 
September - - -|}- -l- -]- -]-- 
October - - Mee Neel esl eo antes ees 
November Pea | po ) eaa 9 Roe 
December - Sy [hes Se fosent mt ie ore meter fier 


Total 
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A Taste of the temperature, range of barometer, fall of rain, and prevailing winds ST. LUCIA. 
during each of the above months is subjoined, in order to show how far the preva- ae 
lence or fatal character of these diseases may be attributed to these agencies :— 


Thermometer. Barometer. Pluviometer. 


Date. Prevailing Winds. 
Quantity of 
Rain in inches, 

1851. - 
January - - 
February - + tre 
March - - 
April - - 
May - = 
June - - 
July - - 
August - - 
September - 
October - - = NER. 
November - 
December - 

1852. 
January - - 
February - 
March - - J 


JAMES CONNELL, 
Surgeon to the Forces, 
M 0. 
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ANTIGUA. 


(No. 29.) No. 14. 


Exrract of a DESPATCH from Governor Mackinrosu to the Right Hon. 
Sir Joun S. Paxineron Bart. 


F Leeward Islands, Antigua, April 12, 1852. 
Sm (Received May 10, 1852.) 

I have the honour to transmit herewith, in duplicate, the Blue Book of 
Antigua for the year 1851. 


2. The details of it, viewed generally, will be found, I think, to present a 
sufficiently satisfactory result as to the state of the island during that period. 
Compared respectively with those of the immediately preceding volume, the 
leading heads present, to a considerable extent, corresponding features. What- 
ever difference exists will usually be found to indicate improvement. 


3. Revenue and Expenditure ——The amounts of the revenue and expenditure 
for the year stand at the sums of 21,888/. 8s, 8d. and 21,193/. 17s. 103d. respec- 
tively, leaving a balance in hand at its conclusion of 694/. 10s. 10d. ‘The 
value of the imports (of the duties on which four fifths of the revenue con- 
sists) amounting to 198,425/. 1s. 1d., exceeded those of 1850 by a sum of 
34,8021. 6s. 8d. ; that of the exports (on which no duties are leviable), amounting 
to 219,239/., exceeded the corresponding amount of the same year by no less a 
sum than 87,357/. 


4. Public Works.—The public buildings, roads, &c. may be reported to be 
in a highly satisfactory state. 


5. Agriculture —The diminished area to which sugar is now confined con- 
tinues to furnish a specimen of finished cultivation. The generality ofthe estates 
in this island, however, are probably smaller than, with reference to the necessity 
of the existence in each instance of a separate staff of management, will 
ultimately be thought advisable. 


6. A Census of the population of this island, in accordance with the recom- 
mendation to that effect of the Registrar General to Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, was taken on the 31st of March, when it was found, inclusively of 
the island of Barbuda, to reach an amount (37,757) almost identical with the 
number (36,178) returned on the last enumeration, which, excluding Barbuda, 
took place in the year 1844. This head of the Returns furnishes emphatically 
evidence of the stationary state which I have noticed as observable generally of 
this island. It is a remarkable fact that a population, in the present condition 
of the Negro race in these islands, should not have manifestly increased. One 
cause, and that one acting, I fear, to no inconsiderable extent, is to be found in 
the habitual negligence of the Negro mother in the care during the first months 
of its existence of her offspring. 


7. In connexion with this subject of population may properly be noticed some 
animated discussions which took place in the deliberative branches of the 
Legislature towards the conclusion of the year (in consequence of the refusal of 
Her Majesty's Government to permit this island to participate in the supply of 
captured Africans), on the sufficiency of the existing stock of labour. ‘This 
question of sufficiency, being, in the mouths of employers, of course only another 
form of stating its relatively remunerative price, needs no separate discussion 
here. The establishment of numerous free villages at the determination of 
slavery has, it may be confessed, rendered the labourer here more than 
ordinarily intractable and capricious. It will be allowed, however, on the other 
hand, that such a system of peasant occupations has merits peculiar to itself of 
a general kind. My experience would lead me to conclude that our most 
urgent want at this moment is rather of a class of actual cultivators directly 
interested in the results of the labour which they superintend, and possessed, of 
course, of adequate capital, than of mere agricultural labourers. At all events 
there are in this island already probably nearly as many persons as there are 
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arable acres ;—a fact which, if correct, can scarcely be said to represent any 
great deficiency in our numbers. 


8. Little immigration has taken place during the year. In some late instances 
I regretted much to find that, on account too of parties who would scarcely 
admit that considerations of expense had been of much effect, a selection had 
been made in England of young unmarried labourers. 


9. Legislation.—There is scarcely anything worthy of note among the 
legislative enactments of the year, while I have to regret to record the failure 
in their passage through the deliberative branches of the legislature of two 
measures, one of which proposed to erect a board of supervision over the 
educational institutions of this island, and the other to grant, in respect of this 
member of the Government, the authority necessary for the establishment of a 
general court of appeal for the Leeward Islands. 


10. Education.—As regards the subject of the first of the above-mentioned 
proposed enactments, a reference to the records shows that while various 
changes have taken place affecting the existence of some few, and the average 
attendance at all others, of the many day-schools which in past times have 
been established throughout the island, little, if any, diminution in the whole 
amount of instruction has taken place. I regret to have to observe that, owing 
in a great measure to unhappy discussions between the authorities, lay and 
clerical, of the metropolitan parish of St. John, the church school situate within 
the shadow of the lately erected costly cathedral of this diocese, was actually 
for some weeks closed, after the stipends to the masters, at the time long in 
arrear, had been defrayed by the proceeds of a public subscription. No day- 
school whatever, either, is in existence in connexion with the large and com- 
paratively wealthy congregation which meets at the Wesleyan Chapel in the 
city of St. John. The Moravians continue to afford an example of assiduous 
and unostentatious attention to this most important of all duties. 


11. Crime.—There has been no increase in crime, if, indeed, such a term is 
applicable in definition of the petty offences arising out of the hasty facile 
temperament of the negro, which form the bulk of the convictions. 


12. If, in presenting a stationary state, thus already recorded as to each of 
the foregoing particulars, as the leading fact predicable generally of the island 
on a retrospect of the year 1851, I do not feel at liberty to report any actual 
improvement in the condition ; neither can I confess any perceptible evidences 
of the retrogression of the well-ordered community over which it is my good 
fortune to preside. 


13. I cheerfully absolve myself on the present occasion from what I have felt 
on previous ones to have been the irksome duty of submitting any general 
observations on the economical state of this portion of the Queen’s dominions. 
But while the circumstances and requirements of the Leeward Islands generally 
differ essentially from those of colonies in the position of Guiana or Trinidad, 
Antigua is distinguished pre-eminently among her neighbours for the extent to 
which its landed proprietors are absent from it. Of its whole surface, entirely 
appropriated as this is, at least three fourths is thus abandoned. 

* * * * * * * 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) R. J. MACKINTOSH. 
The Right Hon. Sir J. Pakington, 


&c. &c. &c. 
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MONTSERRAT. 


(No. 16.) No. 15. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor MacxinTosu to Earl Grey. 


Leeward Islands, Antigua, February 24, 1852. 
My Lorp, (Received April 5, 1852.) 
I nave the honour to transmit, in duplicate, the “ Blue Book” of Mont- 
serrat for the year 1851. 

2. The financial details are, notwithstanding the severe pressure which the 
amount of the existing taxation entails upon this small community, generally 
satisfactory. 

3. I am sorry to be unable as yet to report the abolition in Montserrat of 
the imperial customs establishment, under which your Lordship will perceive that, 
in salaries alone, 4501. is expended to collect 163/. 6s. 11d. of net revenue. 


4. Mr. Baynes has forwarded, as an enclosure in his present report, a copy 
of addresses which have been lately interchanged between the Council, 
Assembly, and also certain inhabitants of the island, and himself, in contem- 
plation of his departure. These documents do not seem to have much imme- 
diate connexion with the annual report ; besides which, they have been already 
transmitted to your Lordship. 

5. I took the opportunity, when so transmitting them, to acquaint your 
Lordship, that I did not observe in the last of these lists some names certainly of 
equal respectability with any that appear in them; and I thought that, in 
stating this fact, I was only doing bare justice to those gentlemen who, by their 
silence, showed a different appreciation of the conduct which has led to the late 
removal by your Lordship of Mr. Baynes from his office of President. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed)  R. J. MACKINTOSH. 
&c. &c. &c. 


Report to accompany the Brur Boox of Montserrat for the Year 1851. 


1. Tue general improvement in the condition of this colony brought to the 
newce of Government in my annual reports for 1849 and 1850 continues to 
deveiop itself, and but for the heavy debt to Government, and the approach of 
the time fixed for the payment of the first instalment of the principal of the 
loan, would justify the hope of its ultimate recovery from the depression suc- 
ceeding the final emancipation of the slave population in 1838, aggravated by 
the effects of the disastrous earthquake of 1843, and for a time rendered appa- 
rently desperate by the Act of 1846. 


2. Unhappily, we cannot but anticipate a formidable obstacle to, perhaps an 
abrupt termination, of these favourable indications, in the commencement of the 
year 1854, when the decennial period allotted for the payment of the principal 
of the loan will commence, and so great an increase of obligation be thrown on 
a large portion of the struggling proprietary, even now with difficulty able to 
pay the accruing interest alone. It will be worthy the indulgent consideration 
of Her Majesty’s Government, whether, at so critical a juncture, when the 
equalization of the duties will render competition still more difficult than at 
present, it will not be equally politic and humane, in order to save from 
renewed prostration the recovering energies of colonies burdened as this is, at 
once with a heavy debt to Government and private mortgages, that the com- 
mencement of the payment of the instalments of the principal of the loan 
should be postponed for a lengthened date ;—ten or twenty years. I strongly 
recommend this course, as offering the only prospect of the ultimate restoration 
of stable and permanent prosperity; and I suggest the advisedness, in the: 
according of such act of grace, that the delay granted should, for the assurance 
of the protection of the island establishment, the support of its institutions and 
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the maintenance of its respectability, be made conditional on the passing of a 
concurrrent, sufficient, and liberal revenue Bill for an equal number of years. 

8. It is impossible, notwithstanding, to conceal the fact, that the existing 
downward tendency of the price of sugar, as the critical moment of the equaliza- 
tion of the duties approaches, is a symptom of fatal augury for our sugar grow- 
ing possessions. Elastic as are the resources of these fertile regions, theré is a 
point at which continually increasing pressure must at length weigh down and 
suppress all power of reaction. There is but too much cause to fear in this, and all 
other colonies similarly situated, loaded with public and private mortgages, in many 
instances greatly above the value hypothecated, without capital or credit, when 
on existing burdens shall be accumulated others in prospective still heavier, 
that, without some modification of existing policy, or such a rise in the price of 
sugars as without the birth of events of which there is no present indication we 
are in no way warranted in expecting, the cultivation of sugars as a staple 
export must cease altogether. 


4. There is, however, at this moment, a glimpse of sunshine; and could the 
cloud gathering in the horizon be dissipated, either by the act of man or the 
dispensations of Providence, a happier future might yet be in store for the 
despairing West Indian sugar grower. To show the improvement that has of 
late taken place, I shall not occupy his Lordship’s time by a lengthy detail in 
words of any mere view of my own, but shall exhibit the facts as they stand in 
the various branches of economy and polity, agricultural, commercial, and civil, 
on the incontestible evidence of figures which cannot be suspected of either 
partiality or exaggeration, taken from the public records for the foregoing four 
years, that is, since the trying epoch of 1846 and 1847, when the depression of 
these colonies was at a lower depth than had ever been before recorded in the 
history of the West Indies. 


Revenue. 


5. I shall begin, as usual, with the revenue, the receipts of which appear from 
the Blue Book to have been within the year 2,995/. 5s. 104d.; but there 
remained unpaid on the property tax due on the 1st November, and forming 
part of the means of 1851, the sum of 240/. Owing toa defect having been 
discovered in the Act which rendered amendment necessary, the Act did not 
come into operation again until after the commencement of the present year, 
making the real amount of revenue for 1851 38,2351. 5s. 104d. Indeed, in com- 
parison with last year, the further sum of 156/. 2s. might be added ; for, owing 
to alteration of the day of making up the annual accounts of the customs duties 
received from the 5th January to the 31st December, whilst the day for the 
payment of the amount in his hands by the collector to the treasurer continues 
to be, as before, on the former date, the receipts for the month of December 
are not this year included in the returns. ‘The following table will show that 
there has been since 1848, year after year, a gradual increase of revenue. 


Year. Revenue. Increase. 


eg. “ads i 8, id. 
1848 2,673 19 74 


1849 | 2933 3 21 259 3 7 
1850 | 3,171 16 64 238 13 4 
1851 | 3,235 5 10} 63 10 33 


To which should, in a comparative statement, be added, the amount of the twelfth 
month of the customs duties, making 1,488/. 16s. 8d., and shows an increase 
in 1851 over 1848 of 364/. 4s. 3d., or nearly fourteen per cent. ; certainly a very 
favourable financial result, the more evident that since the passing of the Trien- 
nial Tax Act in 1849 there has not been a single new tax imposed. 


Public Debt. 


6. The public debt, not including the loan from Government, had on the 
30th June last been reduced by the operation of the Triennial Act on the 
18th of August 1849 in the sum of 1,229/., paid off since the enactment of that 
Bill. But for increased charges for the repair of the church of St. Anthony, as 
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well as for the court house, a vote of 50/. to the Wesleyan minister, and other 
small grants, none of which had been anticipated in the calculation, together 
with the 240/. of the property tax remaining unpaid, the debt would have been 
entirely liquidated at this date, as it certainly will be before the expiration of 
the Bill in September next ; but to ensure this salutary end it will be necessary 
to abstain carefully from all unnecessary grants of the public money. 


STATEMENT OF DesrT. 


Se ds nse d, 
Orders issued and in circulation Orders paid at the treasury 
to the 24th May, 1851 - 1092 2 6 from 24th May to 31st De- 
Orders issued since the 24th May cember 1851 - - ~- 2,005 3 8} 
to the $lst December 1851 - 1,472 4 64 || Add the amount now outstand- 
ing for property tax - - 20 0 0 
2,564 7 OL 
2,245 3 82 2,245 3 8% 
319 3 44 Ls 
Orders issued on the 12th Amount of public debt to 31st 
January 1852, for services up December 1851 ~ - - 756 3 44 
to $ist December 1851 - 420 0 O || Amounts voted since the passing 
Committees orders for ditto - 17-00 of the Tax Bi!] not providedfor 
‘ by that enactment, ae ay a 
Total public debt to the 31st uently protracting the fina 
Decouber Leb y War \*s £156 8 44 Higuidstion of the debt ; viz. 
— Taking a census of the 
population - - 20 
Grant to Wesleyans - 50 
Repairs to court-hotise 53 
Loan deficiency paid - 120 
— «3 0 0 
£5138 3 4} 
Customs. 


7. The Customs are also gradually improving. There is a slight decrease in 
the imports when compared to 1848, but there has been an excess over both 
1849 and 1850. The exports have greatly exceeded those of the three pre- 
ceding years, and are more than double those of 1850, 


Year. Increase. Decrease. 
£ s: ds “68s a; 
Imports. 
1848 - - 10,218 14 11 — 
1849 - - 9,009 18 2 _ 1,208 16 9 
1850 - - 9,332 5 6 $22 7 4& _— 
1851 - - 9,498 18 6 166 13 6 — 
Exports. 
1848+ - 10,997 1 2 — — 
1849 - - 15,048 19 O 4,051 17 10 _ 
1850 - - 8,557 10 O — 7,491 9 0 
1851 - - 17,647 11 0 9,090 1 6 — 
DUTIES RECEIVED. 
Year. Local Tariff. Imperial Duties. Total. 
Oe oe: > “Grids Bn be a 
1848 - - 979 16 8 14415 9 1,J24 12 5 
1849 - - 1,264 14 4 163 10 104 1,498 8 21 
1850 4 =< = 1,099 7 3% 185 12 1 1,284 19 44 
1851 - 1,169 8 8 165. (6.0 
Aad Detessber 12919 5 2% 2 7 Lens 10° 6 


Thus the total amount of duty in 1851 was 1,488/. 16s. 8d., and exceeds the 
receipts in any of the preceding three years. 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 127 


Srarte Propucr EXPORTED. 


Vessels leaving 


Value with produce for 


Sugar. Rum. Molasses, 


Year. in Great Britain. 
Sterling. 
Barrels. | Punchs.| Hds. | Punchs.| Hds, No. Tons. 
1848 319 ll — 136 _ 7,897 10 a 
1849 562 30 12 336 oe es 
1850 503 24 — 119 _— 
1,041 — 


8. I also subjoin a tabular return of the tonnage inwards and outwards since 
1841, the year of my assumption of the Government. 


Port or PrymourH—MonTseERRAT. 


Aw Account showing the Numser and Tonnactz of all Vessels entered inwards and cleared 
outwards at this port from the Ist January 1841 to 31st December 1851. 


Inwards. 

Year. Year, 

Number. Tons. Men. Number. 
1841 116 4,649 644 1841 134 
1842 158 5,334: 796 1842 160 
1843 161 5,599 887 1843 160 
1844 158 5,4°76 768 1844 158 
1845 187 5,013 905 1845 186 
1846 160 4,357 784 1846 169 
1847 179 4,422 882 1847 195 
1848 173 4,210 778 1848 181 
1849 158 4,102 730 1849 163 
1850 151 3,890 723 1850 158 
1851 184 4,441 868 1851 201 

(Signed) Rosert SAUNDERS, 


Collector. 


9. Nothing, perhaps, indicates more a gradual return to comparative pro- 
sperity than the foregoing tables. The produce of the same years, computed in 
hogsheads has been— 


Hhds.- 
1848 - » 560 
1849 - 776 
1850 - - 881 
1851 * - 926 


showing a crop nearly triple that of 1850, and approaching nearly to double 
that of 1848. During the years 1848 and 1849 vessels from Great Britain had 
altogether abandoned the port. ‘They have now began to return; one in 1850 
and two 1851. Both imports and exports have been regularly on the increase. 


Tonnage. 
The general tonnage, both inwards and outwards, exceeded that of any year 
since 1845, and it is but little short of that of times accounted prosperous. 


The number of men forming the crews is actually greater than in any year 
since 1840. 


Indications of Improvement. 


10, If it were possible to contest these indications of improvement, others 
may be added to show the impulse that has been given, in this island at least, 
to trade, during the last two years. During this period three remarkably well- 
built vessels have been launched, and not less than nine new stores have been 
opened by the following individuals :— 

Mr. Benjamin Dyett. 
Mr. Richard Piper (two). 
Mr. Patrick Burns. 

Mr. Samuel Irish. 


Mr. Peter Irish. 
Mr. M. Shiell. 
Mr. Beard. 
Miss Carey. 
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Among new articles of export are to be reckoned— 


pt ae 
Firewood, 628 cords, value -' - - - 82 00 
Timbers, 312 cords, value - - - - 5618 0 
Arrowroot, barrels 107, boxes 11 - - - 218 0 O 
Corn, bushels 201 - . - - - 54 0 0 
Cotton, in the process of picking, 18 bales - - 144 0 O 


The exportation of horses and cattle has this year amounted to.upwards .of 
1,000/. sterling. 

12. So much for the increase of confidence, enterprise, and industry in Mont- 
serrat. I have been favoured with the following statement of the expenses- of 
cultivation, &c. of a corn and cotton estate, a small portion of which has lately 
been opened on speculation. It appears to me to be highly encouraging, show- 
ing a profit of 120 per cent.; and I would strongly urge in the present state, 
and with the future prospects of sugar cultivation in these colonies, the advan- 
tages that promise to attend the growth of cotton on lands adapted to its culture, 


CULTIVATION. CreEpIT. 
£ & d : ¢ aa 
Labourers wages from 1st Septem- C be ae 
ber 1850 to the 24th January ae mie) : Z ee : 
1852 ik x % - 24119 3 Corn, present crop estimated 
Paid manager - - - 68 8 O at (net) . i - 6710 0 
i a ‘i ? a ‘ ps : . Cotton, 8,100 lbs., of 
NERRCEE LT 2 ‘9 f which about 2,800 lbs. 
Corn and cotton see = - 10 0 0 been already picked at 
7d. sterling, less 1d .£ -s.d. 
Currency - -2£344 7 8 expense of freight, &c. 171 7 6 
a || Deditct expense for 
taking in remainder of 
Dr. Rent anp TAxEs. Cr. crop <a - 2600 
£ s.d, Be a ets Sterli 151 - 

Rent of Bushy Rent from erling & a4 340 11 104 
Park - -30 00 labourers 63 00 : 
Taxes - -18 17 6 48 176 741 1 104 

= i Cultivati = 
£48 176| Proft- £14 2 6 een ee Te 


Profit on crop 396 14 7} 
14 2 6 


— 


Total profit.- £410 17 14 


13. To place beyond a doubt the improved and improving state of this com- 
munity as allowed on all hands, and the perfect goodwill and harmony subsisting 
between the three branches of the Legislature, I enclose copies of my address 
on taking leave of the Council and Assembly after a lengthened administration 
of nearly eleven years, and the replies of these bodies, which I cannot but think 
will prove satisfactory to his Lordship. ‘To these I have added a copy of an 
address from almost the whole of the inhabitants of what is termed respectability 
in ordinary parlance. 


Orderly Conduct of the Population. 


14. Nor is there less cause for gratulation on a review of the social relations 
of the population. From being, as it certainly was on my assumption of the 
Government in 1841, the most turbulent and disorderly, it is now probably the 
most quiet and orderly community in the West Indies. Our criminal calendars, 
instead of exhibiting numerous felonies and other offences of magnitude, are 
now confined to petty police charges, such as assaults, cane-breaking, &c. Our 
pet instead of being crowded, as formerly, is now, and has been from the 24th 

ecember to date, more than a month, without an inmate. During the whole 
of the festive and idle season of Christmas there has not been a single conviction ; 
a fact it will be admitted equally creditable to the people and to the authorities. 
The last conviction was on the 19th December, for an assault committed by a 
lunatic; the one preceding that, on the 2d of the same month, a case of refusing 
to perform statute labour on the high roads, adjudged to pay one shilling fine 
and two shillings costs. Such is the amount of crime during nearly two months. 
In the peculiar circumstances under which I am placed, I shall no doubt be 
excused for quoting a paragraph referring to this change for the better, from a 
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former report sent in by me some time since :—“ When I arrived in this country 
** I found the law systematically defied or unscrupulously evaded. Riots were 
‘* of daily occurrence ; public officers were insulted and assaulted in the streets 
“ for the conscientious discharge of their duty; criminals were sheltered, 
“« defended, and aided to escape; constables, when not in sufficient force, were 
** resisted, as a social duty and a private right; prison-breaking was a frequent 
event; a levy could not be effected by the marshal in the country without 
“ the aid of an overpowering force, sometimes without raising the posse comi- 
“« tatus, on which occasion the supporters and opposers of the law (that is, 
“ plaintiff and defendant, and their respective partizans), would come to a regular 
“ fight ; and even when (for it was by no means always the case) the officers 
“* of the law prevailed, and carried off the levy, instances have been known of 
“ the defeated party entering the town by night, breaking the pounds, and 
“ bearing away the captured animals in triumph. There was no getting a full 
‘* House of Assembly returned for months; no respectable person would offer 
“ himself as a candidate ; and when any did at length, if there was an opposi- 
“ tion the rival parties would bring the negro gangs from the surrounding 
“* estates, and poll their votes by hundreds. All these things have happened 
“in my time; they happen no longer; they were promptly and uniformly 
“* repressed, and the offenders sent to their trial, until at length a better spirit 
‘* manifested itself. I do not think that there is in the West Indies a more 
** orderly community than that of Montserrat. A seat in the Assembly is now 
“ as much sought for and valued as six years ago it was shunned and despised.” 

15. For more detailed information concerning the general conduct of the 
population, I refer to the half yearly reports of the stipendiary magistrate. 
Such is the confidence of the authorities in the orderly conduct of the popula- 
tion, that the police force was discontinued several years since, and in July last 
the services of the only remaining paid constable were dispensed with. 


Commitments. 
The number of commitments was— 
In 1850 - - - 130 
In 1851 - - - 54 — Decrease 76. 


Number of Prisoners. 
The greatest number of prisoners at one time, 


In 1850 - - - 30 
In 1851 - - - 15 — Decrease 15. 
The prison expenses were, 
In 1850 - - £237 13 6 
In 1851 ws ‘A 127 9 3 — Decrease £110 4s. hd. 
Paupers. 
The greatest number of paupers at one time in the poor-house was, 
In 1850 - - - 54 
In 1851 - - - 32 — Decrease 22. 


The small-pox was, however, prevalent during the commencemnt of the 
former year. 


Population. 
The total population returned, 
In 1844 - . - 7,865 
In 1851 - - - 7,053 — Decrease 312. 


This return regards, of course, the resident population only. The increase 
by birth has been very great, as is shown by the number under 16 years, 1,693 
males and 1,648 females ; 3,291 ; nearly half of the whole. The great decrease 
that has taken place in the seven years has been entirely owing to emigration, 
and.is in the list comprising what may be termed the working strength of the 
colony, that between 16 and 45. In 1844 there were 1,236 males and 1,786 
females ; in 1851, 872 males and 1,400 females; a diminution of 750, or 25 
per cent. ‘There are no less than four vessels engaged in transporting emi- 
grants, and instances constantly occur of the abduction of females just attaining 
puberty. I have been endeavouring for some time to restrain this atrocity, by 
some efficient legal enactment, and I recommend the subject to the care of my 
successor. From a return furnished by the collector of the customs, it appears 
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that the number of emigrants since the census of 1844 to that of 1851 were 
3,741. (To this number may now be added 250 more.) Of these, perhaps half 
have returned. ‘The remaining half, added to the present amount of the popu- 
lation returned in April last, gives a total of 8,923, and a natural increase in 
the seven years of 21 per cent. A gratifying result, and betokening a vast 
improvement in the social condition of the people. I may observe that the 
emigration has been entirely owing to the desire of benefiting by the higher 
wages to be obtained in some of the other colonies, which are as high as 1s. or 
1s. 3d., whilst they range here from 2d. to 4d. and 6d. Persons best informed 
on such matters are of opinion that within the last two years a number of 
labourers, sufficient to carry on the cultivation of three large estates, have left 
the island. 
Births, Marriages, and Deaths. 


The following is a comparative statement of the births, marriages, and deaths 
in the two years. 


Births. Marriages. Deaths. 
1850S = ge 23 134 
1851 . - e7t 23 78 
Educational. 
1851. 
CuurcuH or ENGLAND. 

Day Schools. Attendants. © Sunday Schools. Attendants, Total. 
8 535 5 614 1,149 
WESLEYANS 
2 191 3 230 421 

General total - 1,571 
1850. 
Cuurcu or ENGLAND. 
8 567 2 148 715 
WESLEYANS. 
2 167 8 957 424 
General total - 1,139 


Giving an apparent increase of 442 for 1851; but three Sunday schools do not 
appear in the return of the former year; there has, therefore, been probably 
but little difference in the attendance during the two preceding. 


There is also a Catholic chapel, with an average attendance of about 150; 
but in the former year the priest refused to make any return, without the express 
order of his bishop or of the pope, and the present clergyman has only just 
arrived. 

The expenses have been returned at 

1851 - - - £157 9 2 
1850 - - - 160 0 O 
Ecclesiastical. 

16. The only change under this head since my last report, has been the 
resignation of the rectorship of the parish of Saint Peter by the Rev. Mr. Hodge, 
whose late parishioners are anxiously looking out for the arrival of his successor, 
some inconvenience being suffered from the presence of only one clergyman of 
the Church of England in priest’s orders. 

Legislation. 
7. Several Acts of a very useful nature, and much wanted, have been passed 
during the year. 
Ist. A Census Act, which I succeeded in getting enacted, whilst some 
other colonies refused to take legislative steps to attain this object. 
2d. An Act for repairing the Highways and Roads by Statute Labour, 
without any Charge on the public Revenue. 
3d. A Contract Act, to which I had so long found (sometimes from the 
Council, at others from the Assembly,) the most strenuous opposition. 
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This Act is at once mild and equitable, and well calculated to attain 
the end of providing for efficient labour on the one hand, and punctual 
payment on the other. It has also put an effectual stop to the pernicious 
practice of paying wages by truck and barter in produce and dry goods, 
at double and even triple the actual value of the article paid to the 
labourer. 
4th. An Act for enabling Courts to abstain from passing Sentence of Death. 
5th. An Act to amend the Law of Evidence. A great improvement. 
6th and 7th. Amendment of defects existing in the Consolidated Tax Act. 
18. I cannot but think, and the House of Assembly appear fully to concur 
with me, when they say, in reply to my address, that the prospects of improve- 
ment are sufficient ‘“ to raise the hopes of all parties ;” that the general tenor of 
the information and statements contained in this report will prove satisfactory 
to his Lordship the Secretary of State; and that I am justified in saying, that, 
for its size, population, natural capabilities, and proportionate means, no island 
in these seas at present exhibits a more decisive tendency te social and moral 
regeneration and improvement than this small colony. 
EDWARD DACRES BAYNES, 
President. 


Enclosure No. 1. 


Address of the Inhabitants of the Island of Montserrat to Mr. President Baynes on his 
approaching Departure. 


Sir, Montserrat, November 24, 1851. 

THE rumour of your Honour’s departure from this Government having reached us, 
we cannot refrain from expressing our deep regret at this unexpected and to us most unwel- 
come piece of intelligence. And calling to mind that the duration of your Honour’s adminis- 
tration has exceeded a period of ten years, and that it has always been attended with honour 
to yourself and with satisfaction to the community, we cannot permit your Honour’s retirement 
to take place without offering this testimony of the regret we feel at being deprived of your 
valuable public services, as well as the respect and esteem we entertain for your Honour per- 
sonally ; and to this we beg to add our earnest wishes for the prosperity and happiness of 
yourself and family, 

(Signed) 
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MONTSERRAT. 
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Richard S. Goodall (C.) 
Samuel L. Irish (C.) 
William Satchel]. 
Chas. Venn (C.) 
Robert Saunders, 

J. H. Brinn (B.) 
Richard Chambers, 
Patrick Sweeny. 
Henry Connell (B.) 
Edwd. D. Audain. 

H. R. Semper. 

Peter Delvin. 

Philip Ryley Semper (A.) 
William Trott. 

H. G, Saunders (A.) 
Samuel Thos. ‘Tucker. 
H. M. Furlonge (B.) 
Thos. B. Dyett. 
W.B. Daly. 

Adam A. Watson. 
Richard Piper. 
Thomas Watts. 
Thomas M. Chambers, 
George Winchester. 


G. H. Todd, Rector of Saint Patrick 


and Saint Anthony. 
Matt. Shiell. 
Nath. J. Hill(B.) 
H. W. Loving. 


W. D. Furlonge junr. 
Julius C. Allen. 
Henry S. Palmer. 
Peter Gibbons (B.) 
Walter Pemberton, Officiating Minister of 
Saint Peter’s. 
Mark Dyett. 
Martin Semper (B.) 
W. P. Crooke. 
Edwd. Miller (B.) 
Henry N. Trott. 
Danl. Beard. 
John Terence Hart, 
Samuel Irish. 
John W. Chalmers. 
Edwd. Edgecumbe. 
Chris. Vasseau. 
D. S. Watson. 
Ph. G. Barry (B.) 
Peter Irish. 
W. Chambers (B.) 
Thomas Greer. 
Joseph Locker. 
Richd. Molineaux. 
W. D. Furlonge (B.) 
Danie] Ross. 
Thomas M. Howes (A.) 
John Kirwan (A.) 
William Wilkin. 


In the above list the members of Council have (C.) affixed to their names, those of the 
present House (A.), and of the former members (B.) 


E. D. B. 
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Enclosure 2. 
Montserrat. 
To his Honour Edward Dacres Baynes, Esquire, President, administermg the 
Government of the said Island, &c. &c. &c. 
The humble Address of the Council. 
Sir, 

In acknowledging your Honour’s communication of the 3d December last, notifying 
your intended departure, we cannot refrain from expressing our regret at an announcement 
which we feel to be equally unwelcome and unexpected. 

We venture, however, to indulge a hope that this circumstance, which we have so much 
reason to regret, will terminate in your Honour’s advancement to some more lucrative and 
important appointment; and considering that the long period of your Honour’s administration 
of the affairs of this colony must have afforded you the means of acquiring a perfect know- 
ledge of every thing connected with its interest increases the importance of the loss we shall 
sustain on being deprived of the advantage of your public services, rendered doubly valuable 
as they are by the benefit of experience; and while offering this testimonial of the appreciation 
which your Honour’s conduct so justly calls for, the Board of Council most gratefully acknow- 
ledges the circumstance of your having condescended to accept the chairmanship of the 
board of health during the prevalence of small-pox, together with the anxiety you so strongly 
manifested to relieve the distress consequent on that melancholy occasion, as well as to arrest 
the progress of the pestilence. 

Finally, we beg to express the feelings of respect and esteem we entertain for yourself and 
family, and to offer our most cordial wishes that you may enjoy every possible degree of 
health, happiness, and prosperity. 

(Signed) Ricuarp S. Goopatt, 
Council Chamber, President of the Council. 

%th January 1852. 


Enclosure 3. 


Speech of Mr. President Baynes to the Council and Assembly of Montserrat. 


Mr. President; and honourable members of the Board of Council, 
Mr. Speaker; and members of the honourable House of Assembly, 
GENTLEMEN, 

I wave received intelligence from Her Majesty’s Secretary of State that Her Majesty 
has been pleased to appoint Captain Booth of the Royal Navy to succeed me in the Presi- 
dency of this island. 

I feel the cheering consolation on this occasion of being conscious that during the length- 
ened course of my administration, a space of nearly eleven years, and a period of unparalleled 
depression of the agricultural interests throughout the West Indies, I have atleast, to the best 
of my humble ability, erideavoured to alleviate the pressure of the evils so severely and 
generally felt, as well as to take advantage of the signs of amelioration and returning pro- 
sperity that have at intervals displayed themselves. ‘That these symptoms, such as they have 
been and are, may not prove to be fallacious, and that your interests may not merely appa- 
rently and temporarily, but solidly and permanently improve, is the wish nearest to my 
heart; and in the attainment of this most desirable end you may confidently rely that the 
wisdom and paternal care of Her Majesty’s Government will not fail to co-operate with your 
own earnest and well-directed efforts. 

Gentlemen, in my own name, and in the name of my family, I return you, and through 
you, the community in general, my grateful thanks for the many acts of kindness, hospitality, 
friendship, and goodwill which we have received at your hands, We shall ever entertain a 
pleasing recollection of the happy hours we have passed amongst you ; and I can unfeignedly 
assure you, that in whatever region or station Her Majesty may require my services, or my 
destiny may take me, I shall carry with me the fervent wishes for the happiness and prosperity 
of every class of the inhabitants of this beautiful and loyal island. 

(Signed) E. D. Baynes, 
Council Chamber, President. 
January 21, 1852. 


Enclosure 4. 


MontTsERRAT. 


To his Honour Edward Dacres Baynes, President administering the Government, Chan- 
cellor, Vice-Admiral, and Ordinary of the same. 
The humble address of the Council. 

Tux members of this Board, having but recently addressed your Honour, have but little to 
say in reply to the address you have been pleased to make, announcing the appointment of 
Captain Booth, of the Royal Navy, to this Presidency, - 

We, however, avail ourselves of the present opportunity to reiterate the sentiments pre- 
viously expressed, and to return our grateful acknowledgments for the warm and affectionate 
feelings you have so strongly manifested tor. the welfare of the colony, the promotion of 
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which we are fully convinced has always been the primary object of your Honour’s 
administration. 

And we thank your Honour for: he gratifying answer, in your Honow’s speech, to the 
goodwill and friendly feeling which has ever been entertained by all classes of this commu- 
nity towards your Honour and family, and for the acknowledgments of the hospitality which 
on our part we have been able to offer you, and which has been so liberally reciprocated by 
your Honour. 

In conclusion, we assure your Honour that wherever it may please Her Majesty to require 
your services, or destiny may carry yourself and family, our unfeigned wishes for yom hap- 
piness and prosperity will accompany you all. 


(Signed) Ricuarp S. Goopatt1, 
Presideat of the Council. 
Council Chamber, Epwarp Semper. 
January 27, 1852. Cuares Venn, 


Enclosure 5. 
MonrsErratT. 


Address of the House of Assembly, in reply to Mr. President Baynes’s speech. 
May it please your Honour, 

We, the members of the House of Assembly of this island, beg to thank your Honour for 
the address which you were pleased to make on the 21st instant, when announcing to the 
two Houses the appointment of Captain Booth to succeed your Honour in the Presidency 
of this island. 

Although the existence of this House has been brief, and the political course of its mem- 
bers dates from a very recent period, we would testify on the present occasion to the harmony 
that prevails between the different branches of the Legislature, and to the support afforded 
by your Honour to our efforts for the welfare of the community at large; circumstances 
which we have not failed to appreciate. 

While during your Honour’s administration (a period of nearly eleven years) unparalleled 
depression ‘of commercial and agricultural interests has been felt throughout the West 
Indies, owing to causes already frequently dwelt upon, and to which we need not now refer, 
and_as far as this island is concerned your Honour has endeavoured to alleviate the pressure 
of the evils so severely and generally felt, as well as to take advantage of the signs of amelior- 
ation and returning prosperity that have at intervals displayed themselves, we are happy 
to say, that although we have not altogether recovered from the effects of this depression 
of commercial and-agricultural interests, the prospects of improvement are such as to raise 
the‘hopes of all parties. Capital is wanting to make permanent improvements, the absence 
of which, on the part of the proprietors particularly, has retarded agriculture, and prevented 
it being proceeded with on a more enlarged scale. 

With your Honour, we wish that the symptoms of improvement, such as they have been, 
and are, may not prove to be fallacious, and that our interests may, not merely apparently 
and temporarily, but solidly and permanently improve. 

In all our efforts to effect improvement in the condition of the colonies, we shall confi- 
dently rely for support on the wisdom and care of Her Majesty’s Government. ; ; 

We beg to tender to your Honour, and to your Honour’s excellent and amiable family, 
(whose kindness to all classes will long live in the remembrance of the community,) our 
sincere and unfeigned respects; and it is the fervent wish of our hearts, that, in whatever 
region or station Her Majesty may require your Honour’s services, or wherever your destiny 
may take you, a gracious Providence may vouchsafe to your Honour, and to your Honour’s 
family, prosperity and every blessing which can render life cheerful and happy. 

(Signed) J. R. SEMPER, 

House of Assembly, Jaunary 2'7, 1852. Speaker. 


MONTSERRAT. 
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ST. KITT’S. 


(No. 40.) No. 16. 


Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor MacxrnTosu to the Right Hon. 
Sir Jonn 8. Paxineron Bart. 


Leeward Islands, Antigua, June 12, 1852. 
Sir, (Received July 12, 1852.) 
I nave the honour to transmit, in duplicate, a copy of the Blue Book of 
St. Kitt’s for the year 1851, together with a copy of a despatch which I have 
received from the Lieutenant-Governor, commenting thereon. 

2. This document would, but for circumstances in part accidental, have been 
forwarded at an earlier date. 

3. It is with much satisfaction that I now transmit what appears to me to be, 
with reference to the period immediately comprised, an account of the island in 
a high degree gratifying. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. J. MACKINTOSH. 


The Right Hon. Sir J. 8. Pakington, Bart. 
&c. &e. &c. 


Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor E. H. Drummonp Hay to 
Governor MackINTosH, 


Government House, St. Christopher, 
Sir, May 14, 1852. 
I wave the honour herewith to forward the Blue Book of St. Christopher 
for the year 1851. 
On a comparative view of the returns for the last two years, it is an easy 
matter to explain, as well as it is a subject for congratulation to observe, the 
improvement that has taken place. 


An extraordinary favourable season in 1851, resulting in large crops, has 
given an unwonted spur to the progress of the colony. My last report antici- 
pated increased benefit from the then recent legislation in regard to finance. 
That anticipation, as far as the year 1851 is concerned, has been realized. 


Taxation. 


The taxation of the colony has been reduced by the annulment of the Act 
(No. 677) providing for the issue of Treasury notes on acccount of arrears 
accrued principally from the excessive outlay required to repair the effects of the 
earthquake of 1843. The redemption of these notes was completed early in 
1851, and property became relieved of the comparatively heavy additional 
burden imposed to meet the emergency. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


There is a large increase under the head of revenue. This is derived almost 
entirely from duties on imports and exports. The material increase, it must be 
observed, however, is considerably below the amount shown by the figures in 
the returns. The Act abolishing vestries, and raising a revenue for the-payment 
of all expenses of the Church establishment, came into force late in 1850. The 
funds raised and expended under it (formerly very irregularly provided by the 
parochial rates) now appear, therefore, for the first time, in full among the 
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annual general receipts and payments of the colony, producing a proportionate 
swelling of the sum total. Bearing this in mind, a comparison of gross receipts 
and issues of money during the two years last past gives a correct measurement 
of the advantage gained in 1851. 


1850. 1851. 
Revenue - - £13,955 19 2h £19,665 5 2 
Expenditure - 12,193 5 114 14,672 7 6} 
Excess of revenue - £1,762 13 8 £ 4,992 17 72 


This excess, a large sum with reference to the total public income, is not 
disproportionate to the demand at present existing for outlay in public works. 


It is correct to state here, among the causes of improved revenue, that the 
increased returns may in no small degree be attributed to the efficiency of the 
system observed in the local revenue department, as noticed in my last report. 


Imports. 
The value of the imports entered at the custom house is given at 


112,748/. 3s. 2d., showing an increase over those of 1850 of 20,229/. 10s. 6d. 


Exports. 


The sugar crop of 1851, considerably exceeding in quantity those of late 
years, shows in these returns a consequent large increase in the exports. 


Hhds. of Sugar. 


Exported in 1850 - - - - - 4,708 
Exported in 1851 ‘ - - - 7,270 
Increase in 1851 - - - 2,562 


Public Works. 


Some progress has been made in public works. Churches and other public 
buildings have been repaired. ‘The now old frame of a building intended for a 
new church, to which I drew attention in my last report, remains, I regret 
to say, still untouched, beyond certain repairs necessary to protect it against 
further decay, 


Roads. 


A large (comparative) amount has been expended on the public roads, 
the works under this head most deserving of notice being the continuation of a 
sea wall along a portion of the main road round the island, hitherto impassable 
during or after stormy weather. This work is not yet completed. The roads 
may be said, generally, to be improved, but the benefit derived from the outlay 
on them is not always so obvious as the amount of the expenditure, the 
formation of the island, and the sandy soil, exposing works of this kind to 
frequent disrepair, and sometimes (when heavy rains fill the ravines) to entire 
destruction. ‘The expenses will, for the future, be diminished, by the employ- 
ment, where feasible, of convict in the place of hired labour. 


Legislation. 


The principal features in legislation have been the further assimilation of the 
criminal Jaws to those of Great Britain, and the passing of an Act investing 
the Bishop of Antigua, in this part of his diocese, with the same powers to 
enforce Church discipline as are held by the bishops of the Church in Englana. 
Improvements have also been effected, by means of the sub-legislation of 
the Board of Health, under the Act of last session, to establish sanitary 
regulations. 
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Schools. 


The report on schools is satisfactory, the returns of individuals attending 
them showing at all events a large numerical increase. 
1850. 1851. Increase. 


Attendants at Church schools - 646 "796 “150 
At Moravian - - - 550 850 300 
At Wesleyan - - - 776 885 109 


1,972 2,521 559 
—SS SS ae 
The schools of this island are respectably conducted ; but the want of efficient 
teachers is very observable, and the necgssary funds have not been lately 
forthcoming. ‘The people generally are not very willing to tax themselves 
with the cost of education, small as may be the sum, amounting to a few pence 
in the year. ‘The legislature of St. Kitt’s has, when the means existed, 
been ready to recognize the claims of this important branch of public 
interest, and only withdrew from its support when the embarrassed state of the 
colonial resources rendered the step necessary. The difficulties under which 
the colony was labouring when the grant was withdrawn have now been so far 
mitigated, for the time, that I have again called the attention of the Legislature 
to the subject, with a view to the devotion of a portion of aid from the public 
funds to schools. 


Crime. 


Of the state of the population as regards crime the returns are favourable. 

On this subject the address of the chief justice to the grand jury at the 
commencement of the present year affords the most satisfactory information, 
and I therefore annex an extract from the newspaper report : 

‘«« I cannot deny myself the satisfaction of congratulating you, who, not only 
“ as jurymen, but many of you as magistrates, are intimately engaged in the 
“ administration of criminal justice, on the vast dimunition of crime during the 
«© period that has elapsed since last we met here. The gaol register, while it 
“ bears witness to the total absence of convictions for offences of a graver 
“© character, contains a record of only two hundred and ninety-nine commitments, 
‘«< on both civil and criminal process, during the whole of last year. It occurred 
“* to me, two years ago, when observing on the extent to which your labour 
‘«‘ had been lightened by the enlarged jurisdiction granted to justices of the 
“ peace in petty session, to mention, that in the then preceding month there 
«* had been thirty-six convictions under the Petty Theft Act. ‘The convictions 
‘«« under this Act, for twelve months last past, amounted to fifty-two. Though 
“ we may not hesitate to attribute this happy result, in a great measure, to the 
«* bounty of Divine Providence in the gift of an abundant harvest, yet may we 
“ fairly hold it indicative of some advancement amongst the lower orders 
* in industrial habits, and increased respect for the rights of individual property. 
“ Convictions for riotous and disorderly conduct continue to abound, and the 
“ majority of offenders are, I am sorry to say, females.” 

The allusion to the continued convictions for riotous and disorderly conduct 
may in some measure counterbalance the good impression ; but on the whole 
it appears that there is a very decided diminution of crime. 

It would not be right to conclude this report without stating that the impetus 
given to the colony by the favourable influences of last year has already received 
a sharp check, the island having been now suffering from a drought of nearly 
eight months duration. The promises of a crop are consequently very 
unflattering, and this, combined with the declining prices of West India produce 
in the home markets, affords, it must be confessed, a prospect at present con- 
trasting severely with that which the same period of 1851 held out. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed ) E, H. DRUMMOND HAY. 
The Right Hon. the Governor-in-Chief, 
&c. &e. &c. 
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VIRGIN ISLANDS. 


(No. 29.) No. 17. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Macxinrosu to the Right Hon. 
Sir Joun S. Paxineton, Bart. 


Leeward Islands, Antigua, March 29, 1852. 
Sir, Received, April 26, 1852. 

I nave the honour to transmit, in duplicate, the Blue Book of the 
Virgin Islands for the year 1851, together with a copy of a report which has 
been drawn up to accompany it by the late acting President administering the 
government. 

2. I have had a late opportunity of conferring personally at Tortola, soon 
after his arrival, with Colonel Chads on the present condition, among other 
matters, of the Road Town Gaol; and I am induced to hope that increased 
accommodation, to a small extent at least, may be found in the existing buildings 
for the prisoners. 

3. With respect to the curtailed clerical ministration of the islands, noticed by 
Dr. Stobo, I found, when on the spot, that lay agency in aid of it would pro- 
bably be forthcoming if desired; and as since my return to Antigua I have 
learnt from the Lord Bishop of the diocese that assistance of this kind would 
be sanctioned by him, in this particular also possibly some improvement may be 
expected. 

i But in the present condition of the finances of the islands, it is, I feel, 
unnecessary for me to speculate, at least for the present, upon the adoption of 
any measures that would involve even the most trifling expense. 

5. The subject of the loss by robbery (when the public chest was broken 
open by violence), which forms an item in the accounts, has been brought 
under the consideration of the Assembly, with a view of ascertaining the liability 
of the treasurer to make good the deficit. 

6. I venture to conclude that, all things considered, this Report will not be 
deemed to be other than sufficiently satisfactory. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) R. J. MACKINTOSH. 
The Right Hon. Sir J. S. Pakington, Bart. 
&c. &c. &c. 


Report to accompany the Blue Book of the Virgin Islands for 1851. 


Tue annual Blue Book (Virgin Islands, 1851,) shows no decided evi- 
dence of increasing prosperity in the general affairs of the colony; for in the 
face of increased revenue, we find an addition to the current public debt of 
nearly 300/., only 771. 10s. 23d. of which can be said to fall under the head of 
extraordinary expenditure. It is satisfactory to observe that the value of the 
exports has exceeded those of 1850 by 1,147/. 15s. 1d., while the value of the 
imports has fallen short by 1,08'7/. 9s. ‘7d. of those of the same year. 

The increase in the value of the exports is chiefly owing to a favourable 
season, whereby the planters were enabled, under their present crippled cir- 
cumstances, to make an increase of crop. 

Some of the public buildings are in a state of decay, particularly the Court 
House and Gaol ; and if the repairs required are not soon effected, much greater 
expense will be necessary than would now suffice. 

Of the several Acts passed by the Legislature (eight in number), and that 
have come into operation during the year, “The Act to promote the Public 
Health,” “The Act to continue in force an Act of these Islands intituled ‘ An 
Act to continue and amend an Act intituled An Act for the more effectual 
Relief of the destitute Poor of the Virgin Islands,” and the *“ Act to im- 
pose a Capitation Tax on the Male Inhabitants of the Virgin Islands,” are the 
only Acts that require notice in this place. 
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Ist. The Health Act was passed under the apprehension created by the 
havoc made by malignant cholera in Jamaica, and promises to be of much 
utility ; and by rendering cleanliness compulsory, will I doubt not ultimately 
produce a beneficial moral effect on the lower orders of the town population, 
and through them on the same class generally. 


2d. The Act for the Relief of the destitute Poor was found to work so well, 
that with a view to its expiry during the year it was re-enacted. 

3d. ‘The Act to impose a Capitation Tax on the Male Inhabitants of the 
Virgin Islands was passed under peculiar circumstances: there was strong 
evidence that two black men belonging to Virgen Gorda, who had been missing 
some time, were in prison in the island of Porto Rico, and that they were liable 
to be sold into slavery, and it appeared necessary that some immediate steps 
should be taken for their relief; the only mode that suggested itself was to 
raise a sufficient sum by such a tax as would defray the expense of sending 
down an officer to make inquiry into the circumstances; the tax was in general 
cheerfully paid by the labourers, and a small surplus is still in hand. 

No census has been taken since 1841, and there is reason to believe that there 
has been no material alteration since. 


There is one parish church and four chapels belonging to the establishment 
on this island, and only one clergyman for the whole group of islands; the result 
is, that on Sundays and holydays there is one service performed in church, and 
another generally at St. Philip’s chapel (African location), besides the duties 
of the rector at the poor-house and gaol, so that the other three chapels may be 
considered as permanently closed ; this is to be the more deplored as the chapels 
are of comparatively recent construction, and are now fast falling into decay, 
without much use ever having been made of them, and as they were intended 
to be in part used as schools in their respective schools. 

The number of children attending the schools (Church and Wesleyan) has 
been slightly increased ; tuition is in most instances gratuitous; the parents do 
not appear to have a proper appreciation of the advantages and uses of educa- 
tion, for, unfortunately, so far as it has fallen under my observation, they con- 
sider the children who have learned to read and write as too good for ordinary 
agricultural labour. 

The state of agriculture, although at its lowest ebb, owing chiefly to the 
want of capital which since the failure in 1846 and 1847 of the two English 
mercantile houses trading to the colony, has, I may say, been entirely with- 
drawn, is certainly in advance of 1850. 

The Custom-house return of the quantity of cotton exported falls fur short 
of the actual quantity produced ; it is cultivated in small patches all over the 
islands, and in many of the remotest corners, and is generally shipped thence 
direct to St. Thomas, in the fishing boats that resort thither from our bays; in 
fact, the same may be said of every article of native produce. 

The condition of the agricultural population has been satisfactory, the in- 
creased crop has enabled them to add materially to their comforts; but the 
misfortune of the metayer system is that in the event of a bad year they would 
be in a state of yreat distress: provident habits do not prevail among them. 

The plan adopted by some planters, noticed in my Report on the Blue Book 
for 1850, where the labourers gave two days work as payment for rent of house, 
provision ground, and pasture, and hired for the rest of the week at the rate of 
7d. a day, has not prevailed generally yet, but is looked upon as the only way 
by which, in the present dearth of capital, the estates may be brought back to 
some degree of prosperity from the decay they have fallen into under the 
metayer system. 

There has been no increase of crime. 


A STOBO, 
Administrating the Government during 1851. 


Virgin Islands, Tortola, 
March 16, 1852. 
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NEVIS. 


(No. 35.) No. 18. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Mackinrosu to the Right Hon. 
Sir Joun S. Pakineton, Bart. 
Leeward Islands, Antigua, April 28, 1852. 
Sir, (Received May 24, 1852.) 

I nave the honour to transmit, in duplicate, the Blue Book of Nevis 
for the year 1851, together with a copy of a despatch covering it, addressed to 
me by the President administering the government. 

2. Mr. Shortland appears to have touched upon all the noticeable matter 
which this record of the stationary state of this small island presents during 


that period. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) R. J. MACKINTOSH. 
The Right Hon. J. S. Pakington, Bart., 
&e. &e. &c. 


Enclosure in No. 18. 
Sir, Nevis, April 22, 1852. 
I nave the honour to forward the Blue Book for the year 1851. 


2. Revenue.—A slight increase is to be observed under this head. The 
public debt will shortly be entirely paid off, even under the present very 
moderate scale of taxation. 


3. Expenditure.—The absence of any police force caused a very great 
reduction of the expenditure; but the wisdom of hazarding the cause of order, 
although to attain a very desirable object, is much to be doubted. 


4. The local revenue raised in the parishes for repairs and maintenance 
of the churches has been very imperfectly collected, and much discontent 
prevails from the mode of assessment. I trust that some other means of mect- 
ing these expenses may shortly be devised by the Legislature. 


5. Public works have lately, I regret to say, received very little attention. 
The gaol is in very bad repair, and St. Paul’s Church, Charlestown, requires a 
considerable outlay to the roof: I may however remark, that it has been newly 
seated and painted, at the expense of the congregation. 


6. Legislation.—Two useful measures were passed at the commencement 
of the year; the one an Act for providing an annual sum of money in aid of 
the asylum ; the other establishing sanitary rules and regulations. 


7. Education.—I am unable to report any material change. ‘The Wesleyan 
establishments still maintain their superiority. A new master of considerable 
promise has been engaged for St. Paul’s School. 1 hope to be able to report 
favourably of his proceedings on a future occasion. 


8. Imports and Exports—The comparative values of the imports for the 
years 1850 and 1851 vary but little, and on comparing their average with that 
of the value of exports for the same period a large balance appears in favour 
of the planters. 

9. Agriculture—No improvement whatever is to be seen. The metairie 
system universally prevails ; and, until the tenure of the cultivator of the soil be 
of a more certain nature, better management cannot be hoped for. On a few 
estates the culture of cotton has received some attention; but the results, 
I understand, have not been such as to offer much encouragement. 


10. The labouring classes still preserve their former good character. Some 
discontent manifested itself at the commencement of the year, respecting the 
performance of statute labour on the roads. This circumstance is to be 
regretted, as the means to execute this indispensable work cannot be raised 
in any manner that would press so lightly on all classes. An increased interest 
is being taken by the freeholders in the management of public affairs. Many 


Encl. in No, 18. 


Increase, 
£603 3s. 4d. 


Value Imports. 
1850 - £16,474 
1851 - £16,483 


Value Exports. 
1850 - £17,197 
1851 - £30,284 
Average Imports, 

£16,478. 
Average Exports, 
£23,470, 
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ot the upper classes are inclined to view the change mistrustfully, and attribute 
it to disaffection. I cannot say that I at all share in this opinion; all classes 
here are so intimately bound together by the working of the metairie system, 
and their interests so blended, that any unfavourable result cannot fairly be 
anticipated. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) WILLOUGHBY SHORTLAND. 


DOMINICA. 


(No. 12.) — No. 19. 
Copy ofa DESPATCH from Governor MacxinrTosu to the Right. Hon. 
Sir Joun S. Paxineron, Bart. 


Leeward Islands, Antigua, 
March 30, 1852. 
(Received April 26, 1852.) 

I nave the honour to transmit, in duplicate, a copy of the Blue Book of 
Dominica for the year 1851, together with a copy of the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
report thereon. 

2, This document must be considered, I think, to be generally of a satis- 
factory character. 


Sir, 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. J. MACKINTOSH. 
The Right Hon. Sir J. S. Pakington, 
&c. &c. &c. 


Enclosure in No. 17. 
Dominica, Roseau, Government House, 
Sir, March 16, 1852. 
I nave the honour to transmit herewith to your Excellency the Blue 
Book for the year 1851, in duplicate. 
Revenue and Expenditure. 

1. The revenue appears to me to afford a most satisfactory proof of the 
prosperity of the colony ; exhibiting a steady increase during the last three years, 
whilst the amount of imports and exports for the same period will be found to 
present an equally favourable aspect ; and, in order to place this shortly before 
you, I have taken the relative amounts of revenue, imports and exports, attain- 
ing the following results : — 


Increase of | Increase of 
1849. 1850. 1851. 1851 over 1851 over 
1850, 1849, 
£ £ £ £ £ 
Revenue - - | 8,913 |10,275 | 12,901 2,626 3,908 
Value of Imports - |50,616 | 57,656 |'71,828 14,172 26,212 
Value of Exports - |48,070 | 58,265 | 62,527 4,262 14,457 


2, I find that the increase of imports has been considerable in the following 
articles, the relative amounts being also taken for the last three years. 
Increase of | Increase of 


1851. 1851 over 1851 over 
1850, 1849, 


1849, 


£ £ £ £ 

Cottons - - | 3,582 14,99: 1,870 11,412 
Wheat Flour - - | 4,676 11,016 1,491 6,340 
Fish dried - - | 4,156 4,,8.4:4 875 688 
Meat salted or cased - | 2,512 3,801 1,655 1,289 
Rice - - - 663 989 487 326 
Soap - - 719 1,088 289 1,009 
Tobacco - - 329 1,050 
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As these are articles generally consumed by the bulk of the population, I am led 
to infer that their condition, and means for indulging in what may be termed 
comforts, are progressively increasing, and in a great measure cause the content- 
po which, I am happy to state, very generally prevails amongst the labouring 
classes. 

3. Whilst the revenue has thus steadily increased, the expenditure continues 
to be kept at a moderate amount; and although the outlay for 1851 appears to 
be in excess of that for 1850 by the sum of 1,294/., nearly the whole amount 
will be found to have been expended by grants for the repairs of public 
buildings, the church of Roseau, Wesleyan and Roman Catholic chapels 
throughout the island, but entailing no permanent addition to the public 
burdens. 

4. I anticipate some reduction in the expenditure for the ensuing year by the 
abolition of certain offices, a bettér arrangement respecting inquests, a new 
dietary for the gaol, and a strict investigation of the pauper lists. At the same 
time there will be an increased outlay under the new Education Act, and a 
considerable portion of the grant for the improvement of the gaol of Roseau 
has yet to be paid. I therefore anticipate, this year, an expenditure at the least 
equal to the last, and I have confidence that the necessary funds will be 
provided. 

5. The Tax Act which realized in the year 1851 the sum of 2,176/. has been 
allowed to expire. This Act included taxes upon exports, incomes, houses, 
servants, dogs, licences, &c. The two first-named taxes are not likely to be 
renewed. ‘lhe number of vessels arriving here in search of the various articles 
of export, such as fruit, vegetables, wood, &c. has lately increased, much to the 
advantage of small proprietors, and landholders. The abolition of the export 
duty is also a relief to the larger proprietors who are generally the producers and 
manufacturers of sugar, throughout the island, and who complained loudly of the 
hardships of paying a duty long before the produce could be brought to a 
market. The Income ‘Tax, always unpalatable, was here most inefficiently carried 
out, and, whilst the honest and industrious man contributed his fair portion, 
there were no efficient means to enforce payment from those who endeavoured 
to evade it. Ido not, therefore, think a renewal of these taxes desirable, but 
have reason to believe that the remaining portions of the Tax Act will be 
reimposed by the Legislature. 


Legislation. 


With the exception of an Act for the extension of education, the 
Legislature of the past year has produced no Act of importance which has 
been carried into law. A new Franchise Bill had passed the Houses of Legis 
lature previous to my arrival, but was refused assent by the Crown, and has not 
since been amended. An Appeal Bill to establish a court of appeal in Antigua 
is still in abeyance. The remaining Acts passed relate to the finance of the 
country, and new arrangements for the internal regulations of the Treasury 
department. There are very many matters of importance at present under 
the consideration of the Legislature, but the custom which prevails here with 
the House of Assembly of meeting but once a week is much opposed to rapid 
legislation, and prevents that continuous application to the merits of the subject 
which may be under consideration, so necessary for perfecting measures. ‘The 
entire code of laws requires revision, many important Acts having been passed 
during the existence of slavery, and being totally unfitted to the present condi- 
tion of the colony. ‘This remark applies particularly to the provisions for repairs 
of roads and the enrolment of militia, and partially to many other of the Acts of 
the island. 


Crops. 


6. The amount of produce exported during the past year will be found on a 
reference to the first table, under the head of Revenue, to have exceeded in 
value that of last year by the sum of 4,262/., and the year 1849 by the sum of 
14,457/. ‘Lhe promise of produce this year is encouraging, and though con- 
siderable disappointment has been felt for some months at the low prices 
realized in England, I trust that more favourable accounts may prevent cultiva- 
tion being diminished, which would be a serious evil to the labouring classes. 


DOMINICA. 
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Labour. 


7. Labour is not abundant in any part of the island except in the immediate 
neighbourhood of Roseau. On the windward side it is on some estates scarce ; 
and I am sorry to say that squatting, by taking forcible possession of land, 
is increasing, which, if not speedily checked, will create considerable embarrass- 
ment to proprietors in those districts. The price of labour is difficult to ascer- 
tain, most of the work performed being by piece or task work, and provision 
ground allowed, whilst amongst the smaller proprietors the Metairie or share 
system prevails. I have generally found that labourers can earn a shilling by 
from six to seven hours labour, but that they seldom work after having earned 
from 8d. to 10d. 


Crime. 


8. There has been a decided diminution of crime during the past year, and I 
am assured by the stipendiary magistrates of the several districts that the 
alterations now being made in the gaol, which will soon afford the means of 
strict punishment, has already worked beneficially. 


Gaol. 


9. The additional cells, &c. are now about half completed; until this be 
effected, classification cannot be carried out, but considerable improvement has 
already taken place in the internal discipline. The daily rations were formerly 
issued at one time to the prisoners, and they took their meals when and how 
they chose; the consequence was, that several prisoners being in one room, 
they kept their provisions until night, and then enjoyed their eating and talking, 
which in their idéas considerably relieved the irksomeness of imprisonment, 
whereas they now take their meals together, and at stated hours. Hitherto there 
was not even a division wall between the male and female department in the 
gaol, and it was necessary to lock up one side of the prison whilst the inmates 
of the other were permitted to take exercise. 


Lunatics. 


There are still two lunatics in confinement in the gaol, which adds to the 
difficulty of carrying out punishment therein. An attempt to make an arrange- 
ment with the island of Antigua, to allow Rat Island as a general asylum, 
having failed, it will be my duty to urge upon the Houses of Legislature here 
the necessity of providing for this unfortunate class without delay. 


Education. 


10. An Act has been passed during the last year, with an increased pecuniaty 
grant, for the encouragement of education. Under its provisions a board has 
been appointed, who are empowered to make rules, nominate an inspector and 
teachers, all being subject to approval by the Governor in Council. ‘The 
amount now granted is 800/. per annum, whereas hitherto it has been but 300/. 
Denominational teaching is prohibited by the Act, and all schools receiving 
grants are bound to follow ‘ Stow’s,” or “ the Glasgow system.” If the board 
display energy, and obtain the services of an efficient inspector, I have no doubt 
that the Act will prove beneficial, as there has hitherto been no control as to 
the appointment or capability of teachers, the proportionate amount of public 
money having been drawn on account of each school according to the number 
of scholars certified as being attendants, utterly irrespective of the merits of 
the teachers or the actual advantage accruing from the establishment of the 
school. 


General Observations. 


11. I cannot close my remarks without. referring to a matter which I observe 
was touched upon in your Ixcellency’s despatch accompanying the Blue Book 
from this island last year. I allude to the importance of this colony in respect 
to the amount of its waste land and still undeveloped resources. |‘rom per- 
sonal observations, having visited a considerable portion of the island, I am 
satisfied that this cannot be exaggerated, whilst I am assured that a strict 
investigation of title would show that much land now supposed to be alienated 
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has really reverted to the Crown, The doubts upon this subject cause much DOMINICA. 
evil; unprincipled persons, having no respect for the rights of property, =< ¢ 
encroach upon these lands, and either settle upon them, or cut and carry away 

the timber. In these cases it frequently happens that no rightful owner of the 

land can be found, and that it is really the property of the Crown; but the 

Crown, not having taken measures to resume possession, cannot appear 

as prosecutor. 


12. The result of such a state of things may easily he imagined, and 1 do not 
think I can over-rate the evil moral influence of its bemg obvious that persons 
seizing upon that which they well know is not their own (on the chance that 
no one can be found capable of proving sufficient title to eject), obtain an 
advantage in the possession of property which those who may be more scrupu- 
lous or more timid cannot hope for. In order to turn the yet uncultivated land 
of Dominica to advantage, it will be imperatively necessary to assert the rights 
of possession on the part of the Crown and proprietors; and I am convinced 
that a small outlay on the part of the Crown, with a judicious arrangement for 
the sale or renting of the Government land, would shortly realize a considerable 
amount. The present law by which courts of escheat are held is complicated, 
and the proceedings expensive ; and I therefore submit the advantage which 
would be likely to accrue from some definitive arrangement being adopted on 
the subject of Crown land in this colony, and to which I have already adverted 
in my despatches to your Excellency. 

L have, &c. 
(Signed) SAM. W. BLACKALL, 
His Excellency Lieut.-Governor. 
the Governor in Chief, 
ae eG 


BRITISH GUIANA. Burris 


(No. 86.) No. 20. No. 20. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Barxty to the Right Hon. 
Sir Joun 5. Paxincron, Bart. 


Government House, April 2), 1852. 
Sir, (Received June 22, 1852.) 

1. Tue earlier termination of the financial labours of the Combined Court, 
and the consequent final balancing of the books of the Colonial Recciver- 
General for the past year, enable me to forward the Blue Book of 1851 several 
weeks sooner than its immediate predecessors, though fully a month later than 
would be practicable were it not necessary to append the accounts of revenue 
and expenditure to the other statistical returns which it contains. 

2. I purpose, as usual, passing these returns in review, and offering a few 
observations upon the principal heads to which they relate. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


3. It would appear, on first looking at the account, as if the revenue of 1851 
had exceeded that of 1850 by something like 20,0002, but omitting the pro- 
ceeds of drafts on the Immigration Loan Commissioners, 10,0002. only in the 
former year, but 30,000. in the latter, the actual receipt of revenue in both 
was precisely the same; a most satisfactory result, considering the large reduc- 
tion of taxation effected by the Combined Court of 1851. 
On the other hand, the expenditure, corrected in like manner by the omission 
of immigration disbursements, credited per contra, was 5,000/. less than that of 
1850, instead of as apparently 11,000/. more. 
4. The principal items on both sides are set forth clearly in the abstract in 
tabular form which I have had prepared of all the Blue Book returns, to accom- Bndlowina As 
pany this despatch, and I will not dwell further on the subject than to refer, in Page 151. 
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confirmation of the favourable position of the finances of this colony, to the 
fact, that the surplus of revenue over expenditure amounted to nearly ten 
thousand pounds sterling. 

5. The municipal expenditure of Georgetown and of New Amsterdam will 
appear considerable ; but both towns are, I am happy to say, rapidly improving 
in some essential particulars. 

6. The military expenditure of Great Britain is also heavy, though, as com- 
pared with former times, much reduced. I am not aware of the precise 
proportion of it incurred in respect to the maintenance of the sea dam at 
Fort William Frederick, but have reason to believe it to be very large. 

The colonists still refuse any contribution towards this object. 


Legislation. 


7. The number of ordinances passed by the Court of Policy was less than in 
the preceding year; but some of them were of considerable importance. I 
would especially particularise, 

No.4, the object of which is to facilitate the voluntary partition amongst the joint 
proprietors’ of the large tracts of land purchased by the negroes after eman- 
cipation, the evils of this system of communism having far outgrown any 
‘remedy that could be applied in the ordinary process of our courts of law 
and equity ; 

No. 18, for reforming the inferior courts of criminal justice, by placing them 
under the presidency of the puisne judges ; 

And No. 19, for subjecting the accounts of all public officers to the exami- 
nation of an Auditor-General. 


Civil Establishments. 


8. Ordinance No. 18, above referred to, will, by providing for the abolition 
of the offices of high sheriff and sheriffs of Essequebo and Berbice, effect a large 
reduction under this head; but as it only came into operation on the Ist of 
January 1852, the civil establishment of the colony last year remained on the 
same reduced footing, both as to numbers and salaries as was settled in 1849, 
with the exception only of three overseers of roads and bridges, one for each 
county, with about 300/. a-piece for remuneration, an arrangement sanctioned 
by the Combined Court, on the recommendation of the Central Board of Roads 
and Bridges, and shown conclusively to have been long necessary by the rapid 
improvement which is going on in the principal highways of the colony. 

9. Some remarks are appended to the returns under this heading from the 
Colonial Surgeon-General, with reference to the unfavourable comments of 
Messrs. Alexander and Chandler on the lunatic asylum under his charge, 
published in the account of their tour to the West Indies in 1849-50, as given 
by the Anti-Slavery Reporter of Ist April 1851; and I think Dr. Blair 
shows that he has good ground for complaining that they propounded his plans 
for a central establishment on improved principles for the West Indies generally 
without acknowledgment, and at the same time suppressed his reasons for the 
impracticability of such a scheme in regard to the twenty or thirty pauper 
lunatics to be found in this colony. 

10. I should not have alluded to the statements of these gentlemen of my 
own accord, because I foresaw from the first how impossible it was for them 
during the few days of their stay here to rid themselves of the life-long pre- 
judices with which on many points they were imbued, and I felt too sincere a 
respect for the motives of philanthropy which brought them hither to be 
desirous of criticising the mistakes they could hardly fail to make. 

11. Having, however, referred to the subject, I may be permitted to add, that 
I was surprised to find that in their strictures on the public institutions of 
British Guiana they not only made no allowance for the obvious fact, that most 
of the wants which such institutions are designed to supply could not have 
sprung up until the comparatively recent period at which emancipation substi- 
tuted the responsibility of the community for the responsibility of the masters, 
but further, that they omitted all consideration of the eflects which the subse- 
quent distress of the colonists, resulting here in the suspension cf all taxation 
for the year previous to their visit, must necessarily have produced upon the 
condition of all establishments supported at the public expense. 
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12. That surprize was by no means diminished when I perceived that the 
colonial hospital was the sole exception to their sweeping condemnation, 
although on visiting the gaol they had written the enclosed laudatory minute in 
the visitors book ; but Lam far from wishing to convey the idea that all the 
institutions to which they allude are not susceptible of improvement, or that 
their criticism is not likely to do good, though I think it might have been made 
in a more charitable spirit. Iam indeed glad to close this digression by stating, 
that since the finances of the colony have been restored to a sound footing large 
sums have beey expended on the improvement of the lunatic asylum, the esta- 
blishment of a leper ward, and the enlargement of the almshouse; that an 
orphan asylum is also in course of erection, and a depot for the accommodation 
of immigrants has just been provided. 


l Population. 


13. It is scarcely necessary for me to dwell at any length upon the “ Abstracts 
“‘of the Returns of the Population according to the Census taken on the 31st 
** March 1851,” inserted under this head, because I have already treated elabo- 
rately of the leading features presented thereby in a despatch of the 28th Nov. 
No. 170, The correctness of the returns, in regard especially to religious 
denominations, has, as I then anticipated, been impugned, but it appears to me 
not very successfully ; and whatever their imperfections may be, they unques- 
tionably afford the most trustworthy information procurable on the important 
subjects to which they relate. 

14. That information, as I endeavoured to show, is on the whole more 
favourable as regards the progressive increase of the emancipated population 
than was yenerally expected, indicating a ratio of 1:26 per cent. annually, or 
about that of\ the mother country, whilst it tallies pretty closely with previous 
estimates cf the immigrant population remaining. 

15. The number of “immigrants” who arrived in 1851 was it will be seen 
2432, and there must be deducted on the other hand 927 coolies, who received 
a free passage back to India after the date of the census. The number of “ emi- 
grants” Jf other races is not recorded. The mortality among the different 
classes of immigrants under indentures or working on plantations was, as will 
be seen from a return (which I have had prepared for the last three years 
inclusive), 364 out of 15,200, or rather under 23 per cent.; but it was very 
unequally distributed, the Portuguese from Madeira losing fully 5 per cent., 
the Africans less than 2 per cent., and the Coolies very little over 1 per cent. ; 
an unprecedentedly small rate of mortality, which proves their admirable adap- 
tation to this climate. 

16. On the whole, allowing for natural increase, the population of the 
colony must have been as nearly as possible 130,000 on the 31st December 1851, 
or, including aboriginal Indians, soldiers, and sailors, not much under 140,000. 


Education. 


17. The return of schools, though still defective, has been rendered more 
complete, by the exertions of the circuit stipendiary magistrate Mr. Austin, 
than in any former year, and I am glad to say it shows a continuous increase in 
the average attendance, which was on 31st December 


1848 - ; ; z - 5,153, 
1849s ‘ : Fras 5B BIG, 
1850 . ‘ : - 6,638, 
1esl.. ‘ = 7,486: 


but in the last year I observe that 348 of the aborigines educated at the mis- 
sions of the Church of England are for the first time included, so that the real 
addition can only be estimated at about 500. 

18. However satisfactory this progress may appear, I am deeply sensible that 
the number receiving education, due allowance being made for the schools of 
those religious bodies, which, like the Roman Catholics, send in no returns, and 
for private schools, is far less than it ought to be, and that the means afforded 
for this vital object, whether by the state or by individual benevolence, fall 
miserably short of the wants of a community, comprising, according to the census 
returns, 25,467 children between the ages of five and fifteen, and in which ten 
per cent. only of the whole appear to be able to “ read and writé.” 
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19. Nor can I derive much consolation on the subject when I turn to the 
proceedings of the Colonial Board of Education, for the commissioners have not 
yet advanced beyond the enunciation of the principle which the majority recom- 
mended more than a year ago for the adoption of the legislature, viz., the 
entire separation of secular from religious instruction in all schools deriving 
support from the colony, but seem likely, I am afraid, to founder on a rock which 
has wrecked so many well-intended educational schemes. 


Gaols and Prisons. 


20. I take the returns on this head as usual out of their order in the Blue 
Book, because they are closely connected with the questions just alluded to. 
The number of commitments is, as nearly as may be, the same as last year, 
2,702 against 2,750; but the decrease thus established on the years immediately 
precedent is, as I then pointed out, attributable in all probability to the greater 
prosperity of the lower orders, arising from cheapened food and an enlarged 
demand for labour, which induces the payment of pecuniary penalties to escape 
incarceration, than to the actual diminution of offences, for the supplementary 
returns of cases tried before the stipendiary magistracy, which I forward as 
usual, shows, as before, a trifling increase, counterbalanced, however, by a reduc- 
tion as regards the Police Court of Georgetown, whilst on the other hand the 
fines levied again rose to the extent of 3,000 dollars. 

21. Still, from whatever cause it comes, a diminution in the number of 
prisoners is a subject of congratulation, and I am happy therefore to be able 
to report, that on the 31st December last there were in confinement at the penal 
settlement and five gaols only 401 prisoners, against 464 on 31st December 
1850 ; and further, that, though no check had then been applied to the suppres- 
sion of the petty thefts and trifling assaults which furnish the great bulk of 
the summary convictions, crime of a deeper dye is so rapidly declining, that the 
records of the Supreme Criminal Court for 1851 show only sixty-eight trials 
for felony and eight for misdemeanor, against 132 and sixteen respectively in 
1850, and 159 and eighteen respectively for 1849. I will only add, that the result 
of the sessions to date is even more satisfactory, and that now that the inferior 
criminal courts are presided over by the judges, I am encouraged to hope that 
minor offences may by a vigorous policy be also restrained within narrower 
limits. 


Exchanges, Monies, Weights, &c. 


22. Most of the returns required under this head are usually omitted, from 
the difficulty of procuring authentic information on the points to which they 
relate, but I have endeavoured this year in some degree to place myself in a 
position to offer a few remarks respecting them. 

23. Exchange ruled very high during the year, bank bills at ninety days 
sight having towards its close risen to par, or 480 dollars for 100/. sterling. At 
thirty days 484 dollars was demanded. This rise, though not without its incon- 
veniences to trade in general, benefited the planters materially, as they obtained 
a larger amount of specie for their bills drawn in payment of wages. 

24, The paper currency in circulation in the colony consists of the notes of 
the British Guiana and Colonial Banks, issued for sums of five dollars and upwards, 
and I find it stated in a recent communication from the latter establishment to 
the Lords of the Treasury, that its amount on an average was equivalent to 
26,000/. in the case of the British Guiana, and 36,000/. in the case of the 
branch of the Colonial Bank, together 62,000/.; not an extravagant sum, certainly, 
when it is considered that colonial joe notes to the extent of 2,153,910 guilders, 
or 146,600/. used to circulate here even previous to emancipation, when the 

opulation and retail trade of the colony were far below their present limits. 

he fact is both banks have learnt caution by bitter experience, and confine 
their operations as far as possible to a purely exchange business. 

25. I have no means of estimating the amount of coin of different descrip- 
tions in the hands of the public. The old guilder coinage, which is much too 
debased to be exported except under extreme circumstances, cannot fall far 
short, according to my calculations, of 452,386 dollars or 30,160/. Silver dollars, 
the present money of account in the colony, have lately grown scarce, and 
command a premium of 4 per cent. on their legal value ; partly, I believe, owing 
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to the immense sums carried away by Cooly and Portuguese emigrants returning 
home ; partly to the enhanced gold price of this metal in the markets of the 
world. ‘To supply the place of dollars a large quantity (say 50,0000.) of British 
silver has been imported during the past year ; and as the prejudice against the 
use of copper coins is fast wearing off, there no longer exists the same scarcity 
of the circulating medium throughout the colony that was formerly complained 
of, though with a population less acute than the Negroes in pecuniary matters 
the variety of its denominations and the complexity of its current values would 
occasion no slight inconvenience. 

26. The Imperial weights and measures were, 1 am happy to say, by an 
ordinance assed in the month of June, substituted for the Datch weights and 
old measures heretofore employed. The convenience of all persons engaged in 
trade with the mother country will thus be consulted, and many frauds on the 
labouring classes prevented by the appointment of proper inspectors. 


Imports and Exports. 


27. The estimated value of imports in 1851 was 855,419/., being an increase 
of '70,000/. over 1850, and of nearly 200,000/. over 1849. 

The value of imports from “Great Britain,” the “United States,” and “ Foreign 
Countries” would nevertheless be supposed from the tables given to have fallen 
off as compared with the year 1850 to the extent of 80,000/., the increase being 
apparently on the imports from “ British Colonies,” the value of which stands 
augmented by no less than 100,000/. I find, however, on investigation, that 
this arises solely from the mode of making up the accounts prescribed by the 
Imperial customs to their officers here, the whole of the goods brought by the 
Royal Mail steamers being entered as imported from “ Barbadoes,” the last port at 
which they touch, though it is a well-known fact that the great bulk consist of 
British manufactures transhipped at “ St. Thomas’s” from the large Atlantic steam 
ships which convey them from Southampton thither. 

28. The question is practically quite a new one, for this channel for light 
freight seems to have become available only in the autumn of 1850; the value 
of imports through it having risen to 8,000/. in the last quarter of that year, 
from 3,000/. during the previous nine months; but its rapidly advancing 
importance appears from the fact, that in 1851 the value of such imports had 
already increased to upwards of 50,000/. With this addition, the value of 
British manufactures last year exceeded that of the year 1850 by 24,000/. 
whilst with the further deduction from the West India Trade of 53,600/. 
imported in ‘specie through the same channel, the incomprehensible extension 
under that head disappears altogether, and an increase of 6,000/. in the trade 
with the North American colonies alone remains. 

29. I would respectfully suggest, that directions be issued by the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury for keeping these importations by the 
mail steamers distinct from entries from the ‘* West Indies,” and it would 
probably also be advisable in future Blue Book returns to distinguish the 
tonnage of these steamers from that of sailing vessels, as their arrival twice each 
month swells the gross total of tons both inwards and outwards very consider- 
ably, and tends to confuse in any deductions which may be drawn upon the 
subject. 

30. The officers of the customs should also, it strikes me, be instructed to adopt 
some settled principle of estimating the value of produce exported for these 
returns, instead of the purely hypothetical mode of’ valuation hitherto prevail- 
ing; and I have suggested to the comptroller here that the sales made in the 
colony by the Administrator-General of the produce of plantations under 
sequestration should in future be taken as a guide. Some risk of an over-esti- 
mate will even in this be run, for the quantity of sugar which, owing to mort- 
gage engagements, bank advances, &c., can be offered for sale in the colony, is 
so limited that it scarcely suffices for its internal consumption, and better prices 
therefore are generally realized for the sugars sold here than for those shipped 
to Great Britain; loss by drainage from the cask is moreover thus avoided. 
Another element of uncertainty in such calculations of the total value of the 
colonial products is, the fluctuating quantity of vacuum pan sugar included, 
its value being nearly double that manufactured by the ordinary process. I 
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believe at present this quantity may be safely estimated at about 7,000 hogs- 
heads, or, taking last year’s crop, one sixth of the whole. 

$1. Assuming the valuations in the tables now forwarded to be correct 
enough for the purpose of comparison with previous returns, though doubtless 
somewhat higher than the actual result would justify, it appears that the total 
value of exports in 1851 exceeded that of the exports in 1850 by 50,000/., 
leaving the balance of trade, netwithstanding the increased value of the imports, 
still considerably in favour of the colony. 

If indeed the specie imported were omitted, as it ought, strictly speaking, to 
be, from the comparison, no account being taken of the large amount, of dollars 
carried off which occasioned its introduction, this balance would have been 
augmented by that amount. 

32. So far, therefore, as can be judged from such data, 1851 was a more 
prosperous year to the colonists than 1850, though, owing entirely to the 
unfortunate decline in the value of sugar in the last quarter of the former, not 
so much so as the increase of nearly 16 per cent. in the crop warranted them in 
anticipating. The figures of the Blue Book actually stand— 


Sugar Crop. Value of Exports, Do. Imports, Balance. 


1851 - - Hhds. 43,034 £865,000 £855,000 £10,000 
1850 - - 3 ofjool £815,000 £785,000 £30,000 


Increase, 1851, Hhds. 5,683 £50,000 £790,000- Secon 


Agriculture. 


33. The schedules under this head are as usual left blank, in consequence of 
the absence of authentic agricultural statistics; but from inquiries prosecuted 
on the most important point, the acreage of cane cultivation, there is good 
reason to conclude that the statement given in the abstract is not far from the 
truth, and that 36,271 acres of canes were last year cut, to make 46,325 hogs- 
heads of sugar, or, on an average, somewhat over a hogshead and a quarter 
per acre, equal probably to about a ton of sugar, taking the hogshead at 
1,800 Ibs. net. 

34, That such a rate of production is by no means inconsiderable, and 
betokens great improvement during the last few trying years, will, I believe, be 
generally admitted; for no longer ago than 1844 Governor Light, I think, 
estimated the average per acre at only three fourths of a hogshead ; but it is 
nevertheless far below what might be obtained with better drainage and a 
higher system of cultivation, judging from the uniform fertility of the soil, and 
the yielding of the canes under favourable circumstances. 

35. In fact, a most competent judge, Dr. Shier, late agricultural chemist of 
the colony, in a reply* which he was so obliging as to furnish, at my request, to 
a list of queriesf respecting the progress of the colony since the era of emancipa- 
tion, addressed to me by the Consul General of Brazil living in French Guiana, 
states it as his opinion, that “three times the present return might be secured, 
‘‘and at little greater cost than at present.” As this will no doubt be considered 
by most planters an over-sanguine if not impossible estimate, it is but fair that 
I should give the doctor’s reasons for thinking so, by forwarding a copy of his 
entire paper, which I gladly avail myself of the opportunity of doing, because 
it contains so able and impartial a review of the state and prospects of British 
Guiana that it can scarce fail to interest and instruct all concerned. 

36. Returning to the statement in the abstract, I would further direct atten- 
tion to the fact, that no less than 8,055 acres of canes are set down as re- 
maining unreaped at the end of the year; so that could the planters have 
procured labour enough they would have shipped 10,000 hogsheads more sugar, 
without one farthing’s addition to their fixed investments, and thus in all 
probability have obtained a handsome return from their estates, notwithstanding 
the reduced prices already alluded to. 

87. It may be said, perhaps, that after the sad experience of the past these 
gentlemen ought not to have so miscalculated the supply of Jabour available, 
nor have extended their cultivation until they were sure of having the means of 
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taking off the canes ; but it must be borne in mind that concert in such matters 
is out of the question in so vast a country, and that most of them are still 
striving to restore the equilibrium between their crops and the buildings and 
machinery on their plantations which was so rudely disturbed at the time of 
emancipation. 

Among other unforeseen causes, moreover, which contributed last year to 
the want of labour experienced, must be reckoned the orders sent out by 
capitalists, encouraged by the improved prices of 1849, to re-establish many 
estates which had been looked on as‘in a state of abandonment; the abundant 
yielding of the canes, consequent upon.a most genial season; the return to India 
of a larger number of Cooly labourers than the then existing arrangements for 
emigration from Calcutta sufficed to replace; and, lastly, the obvious fact that 
all that is being done to add to the produce of the land by drainage, and to 
improve the quality of that produce by carrying its manufacture to a higher 
stage previous to shipment, will for some time, at any rate, serve but to enhance 
the demand for hands. 

38. Immigration, therefore, must long continue of first necessity in this colony. 
Were it checked, cultivation must once more fall off, and improvement languish. 
Encouraged, though a trying ordeal is still to be gone through, I entertain no 
manner of doubt that British Guiana in the course of a few years will be able to 
furnish an unlimited supply of tropical produce, in successful competition with 
any country in the world. 

39. In writing thus, more sanguinely than I have ever yet done, I by no 
means seek to conceal the fact that much distress will result from a continuance 
of present low prices. More disastrous still would be the effects of any further 
fall, until we are better prepared to encounter it. But it is important to distin- 
guish the present pressure from that which almost annihilated the colony during 
the general crisis of 1847-8. At that period the fall of price was so sudden and 
so enormous, the cost of production on the other hand so high, that a universal 
panic prevailed, and the most sanguine despaired of continuing to grow sugar so 
as to pay. Now the partial relapse in price affects in a very different degree 
three different classes of proprietors. 

40. The first class are those possessing estates in full cultivation, making 
crops approaching those of slavery,—often larger,—the thousand hogsheads having 
in one or two instances been turned last year. On these they have or are 
engaged in putting draining engines of great power, vacuum pans, centrifugal 
machines, and every description of machinery found to succeed in the beet-root 
factories of Belgium and France. The fall in price has reduced their profits, 
which would have been handsome, and deferred their hope of reimbursement for 
the heavy outlay incurred in keeping their estates together in times past; but 
with such estates it is no longer a question of abandonment; it is a race 
of scientific improvements, in which, with their immense resources, they must 
triumph. They alone would suffice in the worst event to maintain British 
Guiana as a sugar-exporting country of the first class, and to absorb the labour 
thrown out of employment elsewhere. 

41. The new class of resident proprietors, who during the late crisis purchased 
fine properties at almost nominal prices, comes second. Their estates are like- 
wise in process of restoration and improvement, but under less advantageous 
circumstances than those of the wealthier class before alluded to; for though 
they had generally acquired great practical skill as managers for absentee pro- 
prietors, and are keenly alive to the progress of the age, they mostly began with 
very limited capitals, and are either indebted to the local banks on bills renewable 
from time to time,—a most extravagant mode of raising money,—or to small 
capitalists at home, induced by the prospect of large profits to step forward at a 
time when the old established mercantile firms had firmly closed their ledgers to 
all fresh advances. Speculations of this sort having in most cases been entered 
into a year or two ago, on the assumption that sugar would continue worth 15/. 
per hogshead,—which seemed then no unreasonable hypothesis,—the sudden fall 
to 10/. or even lower must much disturb the calculation, and occasion no slight 
embarrassment to all concerned. I trust, however, that with fair seasons and 
good crops most of this class may yet weather the storm. 

42. The third class are the owners of such heavily-mortgaged and half-aban- 
doned estates as struggled over the shock of 1847-9, though in so hopelessly 
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encumbered and crippled a state as to render their retention by their present 
proprietors possible under no circumstances short of a positive miracle. Such 
estates have in some instances been kept in a state of semi-cultivation at consi- 
derable expense to the creditors, but generally speaking are in very indifferent 
order, with buildings and machinery completely dilapidated. The greater num- 
ber must now inevitably be forced to execution sale; but I much fear, unless 
bought in by the mortgagees, that purchasers will not under present circum- 
stances be found willing and able to undertake their resuscitation. 

43. Of the great difference in the value of the first and third classes, even 
before the recent fall of price, a convincing proof may be given from the “ Return 
of Execution Sales for 1851,” which I transmit herewith as usual. Of two estates 
in that list, situated on the west sea coast of Demerara, and joining nearly to 
each other, and of equal value before emancipation, No. 2 went at the rate of 
42,000 dollars, whilst No. 3, which had been much neglected, brought only 
7,500 dollars. It will be perceived also that Nos. 9 and 10, adjoining estates on 
the Berbice River, still in good cultivation, sold respectively at the rate of 60,000 
and 48,400 dollars. This serves to prove that estates of the first class are not 
confined to the east coast of Demerara, the most thriving district, but are in fact 
to be found all over the colony. 

44, I have been thus particular in endeavouring to analyse the present agri- 
cultural condition of this magnificent country, because upon that point every 
other necessarily hinges; for no system of fiscal policy, no change of constitu- 
tion, no scheme of immigration, no contracts for loans, can be prudently planned, 
or expected in aught to avail, unless it be quite clear that the utter ruin of 
society is not, as used to be predicted, inevitable except under impracticable 
conditions of protection from the mother country. 

45. I trust I have, without concealing the dangers which actually impend, 
sufficiently demonstrated the futility of such apprehensions as to the eventual 
destiny of British Guiana. The degree of prosperity or adversity so to be 
expected at the present moment is no doubt, as I remarked in my despatch 
with the Blue Book of last year, still contingent upon the more or less remune- 
rative price of its staple product, sugar. It would be idle to indulge in 
speculations upon a question necessarily involved in so much obscurity and 
uncertainty in a communication of this sort. 

How far it may prove possible for Her Majesty’s Government to modify 
the difficulties still besetting the transition to open competition with slave 
labour by further reducing the duty on British plantation sugar ; how rapidly 
the slave trade may be suppressed, or even slavery itself be swept away ; how 
long the natives of Europe will be willing to sacrifice a large portion of revenue 
to foster the manufacture of indigenous sugar, which latterly has so aggravated 
the competition between colonial and foreign slave-grown produce in the 
markets of Great Britain; these are the issues on which the price of that 
article must for the next few years depend. 

46. Far be it from me to deny that they are issues pregnant with alarm to 
many industrious and deserving individuals in this colony, that they are 
destined to exercise no trifling influence over the civilisation and happiness of 
the great bulk of its inhabitants. It is impossible, looking round on the havock 
of the past, to be exempt from anxiety as to the event of the struggle which 
remains to be gone through. 

47. The future, however, is under the watchful superintendence of an All- 
wise Providence, and it becomes those who are inclined to despair regarding it 
to reflect that it would be little short of impious to relax our efforts to bring 
the great experiments of emancipation to a triumphant consummation in a 
colony like this, where, as is shown in the authentic records now forwarded, the 
revenue has been flourishing, population augmenting, education spreading, 
crime diminishing, and trade increasing, during the year just passed, and in 
which there appears, as yet, no reason, under God’s blessing, to anticipate 
a less favourable result in any one of those respects in the year now entered 
upon. 


I have, &c., 
HENRY BARKLY. 
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Asstract Returns from British Guiana Biue Book, 1851. 


REVENUE. 


Customs Duties, 


General 


Revenue. Total, 1851. Total, 1850. _| Increase, 1851. 


\::=ae ann: \JDRRNSaiitiiecemummemmen cad (Screener a Te ree 


pa ae” Ne a Sa; 5 ed. £ aud 2 aoa 
43,460 18 8 |57,820 4 4} 203,001 17 9 183,609 2 0% | 19,892 15 84 


£. - & -d, 
91,653 4 8} 


Expenpiture (Coontat). 


ee 


Civil 


Penal 
Judicial. Ecclesiastical. | Education. Poor. Police. Roads, Hospitals, Settlement 
Government. aiid (Pitaons: 
£2 pad 3:8 Ss. & Legal. £ ¢ 2. BO ad: £ «8. a. 2 «a 2. le aa 
16,557 12 8 17,465 4 5 | 14,805 18 14 | 3,212 7 54 7,992 0 5 20,924 7 04 8,746 11 54 15,048 13 3} 9,534 6 4 


Total, 1850. | Increase, 1851.| Decrease. Surplus. 
£ oad. £2 sd, £ ad £ s. d. £ s. d. £ a. d, £ s. d. cer ae 
3,840 11 5 | 28,030 13 14 12,503 14 14 | 193,352 14 6 | 182,617 15 0] 10,734 19 6 = 9,649 3 3 


Expenpiture (Locat). 


City of Georgetown. New Amsterdam. Total, 1851. 
_ 
£ he 2 ee ger fe Bus te od 
1,311 12 0O 11,995 16 24 


Expenpiture (Great Briratn). 
ESSE 


Commissariat ; Ordnance ; 
Pay of Troops, Provisions, &c. Military Works, Stores, &c. Total, 1851. 
_—_ 
£ s. a. 2 os ah £ s. d. 
30,304 1 9 4,239 9 9 34,543 11 6 


a 
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Grand Total, 


86,451 
4,925 
4,353 
7,168 
7,083 
7,928 
2,088 
3,665 
4,017 

Lr 


Population. 
Lie PAE po bg Pele be eee 
County of Demerara. County of Essequebo. County of Berbice. Total. 

a Tet Adults. 1 to 15 Years. Adults. 1 to 15 Years. Adults. 1 to 15 Years. Adults. lto 15 Years. 

M. F. M. F. M. F, M. KF. FE. M. F, M. F 
Natives of British Guiana - | 14,637 |16,859 | 9,413 | 10,135 |4,067 | 4,630 | 3,613 | 3,466 | 5,191 5,958 | 4,303 | 4, = 23,895 | 27,447 | 17,329 | 17,780 
Natives of Barbados - - | 1,874 | 1,328 223 219 | 459 | 249 44, 42 2,602 1,742 298 283 
Natives of other West India idends - | 1,437 | 1,092 117 110 577 477 10 13 2 2,306 1,770 140 137 
African Immigrants - - - | 1,377 686 217 125 |1,010 | 597 280 148 ill 3,901 2,086 797 $84 

Old Africans ° - - =| 1,995 | 1,936 Le — 666 | 667 | — _—. — 3,589 3,494 _ _ 
Madeirans - 3,039 | 2,005 631 529 611 376 163 151 32 3,897 2,490 829 712 
English, Scotch, ish, Dutads, pa ene oe 1,090 318 52 39 | 210 43 12 5 1,557 410 73 48 
Coolies from Madras - - - | 1,793 538 206 178} 210 62 20 44 2,423 737 279 226 
Coolies from Calcutta - - - | 1,207 241 89 37 |1,539 | 255 | 150 87 11 3,074 546 262 135 
Not stated - - - - — — — = 7 1 — — g 12 1 2 2 
Total - |28,449 | 25,003 | 10,948 | 11,367 | 9,356 |'7,357 | 4,292 | 3,920 | 9,451 | 8,363 | 4,769 | 4,420 | 47,256 40,723 | 20,009 | 19,707 


Granp Torat of the Population of the Colony of British Guiana, as taken on the Night of the 31st March 1851. 


Grand Total, as per Census Returns - - - - - 127,695 
Aborigines, not included in the Census Returns, estimated at - - - 7,000 
134,695 
Ship’s Company of Her Majeatys s Steamer sasexttte - - 150 
Merchant Seamen = - - - - 295 
oo 445 
Strength of the 2d West India Regiment - a - 369 
Strength of the 3d West India Regiment - - - - 298 
Strength of the 72d Highlanders - - - - 187 
aes 854 


Grand Total - - 


127,695 


6ST 
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AGRICULTURE. 


Acres of Canes 


Hogsheads of Sugar Acres of Canes 
uncut 31 Dee. 1851. 


Total Acreage 
made in 1851. cut in 1851. 


of Canes. 


36,271 


8,055 


REMARKS. 


The information respecting the Sugar Estates has been obtained from Returns of the Stipendiary 
Magistrates. Plantains are also extensively cultivated on estates and on the freeholds of 
labourers, but there are no 7 of arriving at a satisfactory estimate of the average. They form 
the chief food of fully one half of the population. 


CuHuRCHES AND CHAPELS. 


Denomination. ee “2 Remarks. 
Church of England - - 10,210 Taken from the Returns of the 
» Scotland ee. Stipendiary Magistrates. 
Wesleyan - - - 
Roman Catholic - ‘- - 
London Missionary - - a 
Various Dissenting Chapels - 
Plymouth Brethren - - 
Total - 33,084 
ScHoo.s. 
Denomination, Number. Pyrat al Remarks, 
Church of England - - 53 4,478 Taken from the Returns of the 
a Scotland - - 13 380 Clergy. The Presbyterian 
Wesleyan - - - 847 minister of St. Mary’s parish 
Roman Catholic - ~ - — has given none. The same 
London Missionary - - 1,781 with the Roman Catholics and 
Private Schools —- - - — Plymouth Brethren. There 
Plymouth Brethren - - — are eleven private schools in 
E Georgetown. 
Total - 7,486 
Imports. 
(Sterling Value.) 
From Great Britain. From British Colonies. From Foreign Countries. Total, 1851. 
£ £ | 2 £ 
485,983 192,230 | 177,206 855,419 
Exports. 
(Sterling Value.) 
To Great Britain. To British Colonies, To Foreign Countries. Tofal, 1851. 
£ £ £ £ 
814,288 27,327 23,518 865,133 
SHIPPING. 
Townace Lnwarps. 
From Great Britain. |HromBritishColonies.| gy United States, | "generally Total, 1851. 
Tons, Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 


47,036 36,118 17,810 10,807 111,771 
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TonnaGE Outwarps. 


To Great Britain, | ‘To British Colonies. | To the United States. | 7° Torelgn States Total, 1851. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
50,829 23,479 4, 144 19,235 97,687 


S. Garpiner Austin, 
Acting Assistant Government Secretary. 


Enclosure B. 

Minute from the Visitors Book of Her Majesty’s gaol, city of Georgetown, Demerary. 
1849: 

December 19th. Visited the gaol, and are pleased with the general cleanliness, ventila- 
tion, and good order. 

(Signed) Joun Caup er, of Essex, England. 
Geo. Wm. ALEXANDER, London. 
A true copy from the original, 
Jas. L. Beamisu, Keeper. 


Enclosure C. 
Rerurn of all Immigrants during the Year 1851. 


Africans. Calcutta. Portuguese. Europeans. Madras. Total. 
462 598 1,351 21 None. 2,432 


Witiiam Humpurys, 
Immigration Agent. 


Enclosure D. 
Return of all Emicrants during the Year 1851. 


Calcutta. Madras. Portuguese. Africans. Europeans. Total. 


As these people leave 
the country when- 
ever they please, 

521 406 paying their own 
passages, no record 
of them is kept. 


{ Norecord 927 


None. kept. 


Wittiam Humpurys, 
Immigration Agent. 


Enclosure E. 


Morratity amongst the Immicrants of Britis Gutana during the Years 1849, 1850, 
1851, as taken from the Returns of the Stipendiary Magistrates, each class numbered as 
on the Ist of January of the respective Years, 


1849. 
Year and Month. | 4,071 Portuguese. 5,364 Africans. 7,040 Coolies. 16,475 Total. 
1849 January = - - - 19 13 20 52 
» February - - - 12 13 18 43 
» March - - - il 15 20 46 
» April - - - -« 3 12 18 33 
» May - - - 6 ar 16 29 
» June - - - 10 10 3 23 
» July - - - 12 4 14 80 
» August - - : 12 4 14 30 
» September - - 8 9 16 33 
9 Ottober” so = is 6 6 6 18 
s»» November - - 11 5 10 26 
» December - - 13 8 18 34 


Total - - 123 106 168 397 
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1850. 
SSeS 


Year and Month. 3,254 Portuguese. | 4,950 Africans. 6,417 Coolies, 14,621 Total. 
1850 January - - 9 16 33 
s Yebruary - 13 27 
» March - - : 9 23 
» April - - 14 
» May - 10 16 
» June - - 32 
» duly - - 42 
» August - - 37 
» September - 4 
» October - - 18 
» November - - 31 
» December - 25 


Total - 


Year and Month. 


5,835 Africans, 


6,127 Coolies. 


3,738 Portuguese. 15,200 Total. 


1851 January - - 15 


1 8 30 

» February - - 15 8 if 30 
» March ~ - 13 9 6 28 
», April - - 7 4 2 13 
» May - - 14 5 1 20 
» June - - 12 a 9 28 
» July ee ae 23 12 5 40 
» August - - 16 13 9 38 
» September - - 28 Hot 10 49 
» October - - 20 8 12 40 
» November - - 13 uf 4 24. 
» December - - 12 6 6 24 
Total - - 188 O7 79 364 


Sa ea eS i ee |e 


J. Garpiner Austin, 
Acting Circuit Stipendiary Magistrate. 


Enclosure F, 
Rerurn of Business disposed of by the Stipendiary Magistrates of British Guiana in the 


Years 1849, 1850, 1851, and Amount of Fines received by them, and paid into the 
Colonial Treasury. 


#13 
B, 8 a rds ot Canda tated Rte, ox Oabes ied No. of Cases tried Fines received, 
INO, eC 5 

Als 5 No. of silanes Va teak as under Ordinance! Total and paid into 

a) A under under 7 
Year. | & |-3<4 | Magistrates ; 19th of March | Cases the Colonial 

° me Petty Debt Miscellaneous . ’ 

3 1A a Courts held, Ordinance, Ordinances. es Mispaseds nee 

% (35 

Selim Police, 

A |A Dollars. | Cents. 
1849 | 32 | 76 1,376 7,136 1,788 3,195 12,119 | 5,229 18 
1850 | 39 | 87 1,566 5,910 2,204: 3,214 11,328 | 7,474) 57 
1851 | 56 | 80 1,605 5,597 2,879 3,465 11,941 |10,337] 29 


J. Garviner Austin, 
Acting Circuit Stipendiary Magistrate. 


Enclosure G. 
Return of Cases disposed of, and Fines levied, and paid into the Colonial Treasury, by the 
Police Magistrate of George ‘Town, in the Years 1849, 1850, 1851. 


1849. 1850. 1851. 
KL ae a Baths so ey Ona te ae 
No of Cases, Fines levied. No. of Cases. Fines levied. No, of Cases. Fines levied. 
Dolls. Cents. Dolls. Cents, Dolls. Certs. 
3.465 2,419 49 4,408 2,800 05 3,604 2,891 36 
(Signed) W. M‘Nutry, 


Police Magistrate. 
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eee ; Enclosure H. 
ala Convicrs at the Penal Settlement and Prisoners confined in the respective Gaols of British 
Enclosure H. Guiana, on the 3lst December of the Years 1849, 1850, 185). 

a 1849. 1850. 1851 
Penal Settlement - - - 192 218 198 
George Town Gaol - - 120 169 142 
New Amsterdam Gaol - - 41 Q7 29 
Mahaica Gaol - - - 12 12 12 
Capoey Gaol - - = 19 8 5 
Wakenaam Gaol - - 31 30 15 


Enclosure I. Enclosure I. 


SrareMeENT of the Number of Persons committed for Trial before the Supreme Court of 
Criminal Justice at each of its Sessions held in and for the Counties of Demerara and 
Essequebo in 1847, 1848, 1849, 1850, and 1851, distinguishing those committed under 
each Head of Crimes mentioned in the annual Blue Book. 

its ead a eS ee eS ee eee 


Srurmber af Canad of Average Number of Cases 


at each Session. 


Sessions. 


Felony. Misdemeanor. 
1847, January 26 - . 23 8 
» April 20 a ee 29 3 
* July 20 - - 21 a 
Pes November 9 - - 19 ee 
Total - 92 11 In 1847, - - 25% 
1848, January 25 - - 13 1 
» April 18 : “ 23 vs 
i July 18 - - 27 3 
" November 14 - - 43 1 
Total - 106 12 In 1848, - - 294 
1849, January 23° - - 39 6 
»  Mpeeiy - *- . 51 4 
9 July 17 - - - 34 4, 
5 November 13 - 35 4s 
Total - 159 18 In 1849, - 443 
1850, January 22 - - 18 1 
i April 16 - - 34 4 
% July 16 - - 31 5 
by November 12 - : 49 6 
Total = - 152 16 In 1850, - - 87 
1851, January 28 - - 20 6 
3 April 15 - “ < LO — 
oe aye Ellin = 15 = 
“ November 11 - - 23 2 
Total - 68 8 In 1851, - - 19 
Total of five years - 557 65 Average of 5 years 31,3, 
Registrar’s Office, W. H. CAMPBELL, 
Demerara and Essequebo, April 21, 1852. Cierk of Court. 
Enclosure K. Enclosure K. 


Consulate Général du Bresil 4 Ja Guiane Frangaise. 


Monsirur LE Governeur, Cayenne, le 25 Decembre 1851. 
Destrant m’instruire des faits qui se passent dans la belle colonie confiée a votre 

habiie administration pour me conformer aux instructions de mon Gouvernement, et aussi 
dans un but d’utilité pour la nation que je représente, j’ai ’honneur de vous prier de vouloir 
bien me faire Vinsigne faveur de m’envoyer un apercu sur les différents points qui suivent, 
en ayant la bonté de joindre a ces données principales les réflexions que vous jugerez 
nécessaires au complement de la pensée qui m’occupe. 

1. Sur la production moyenne, par genre de produits, avant P’ére de ?’émancipation, et sur 
celle qui a suivi cette époque jusqu’a nos jours. 

2. Sur les moyens pratiques mis en usage dans chaque culture. 

3. Sur les procédés mécaniques les plus généralement appropriés a la manipulation, 2 la 
preparation, et a la fabrication. 

4, Sur les espéces d’individus employés 4 la culture. 
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5. Sur la question d’immigration dans son ensemble et sur celle des travailleurs blancs en 
particulier, et le genre d’occupation auxquelles ils peuvent se livrer. 

Jose espérer, Monsieur le Gouverneur, que vous daignerez accueillir favorablement la 
demande que je prends la liberté de vous adresser sous les auspices de M. le Gouverneur de 
la Guiane Frangaise, en méme temps que vous me ferez ’honneur d’agréer mes offres de 
service pour tout ce que vous croirez convenable de reclamer de l’empressement que je désire 
mettre a répondre dans toutes les circonstances, 4 cette marque de votre haute bienveillance. 

Si cela pouvait convenir a votre Excellence, je serais trés flatté d’entretenir avec elle des 
relations qui auraient pour résultat de presenter quelqu’avantage aux deux pays que nous 
habitons, par un échange réciproque d’indications utiles a leur prospérité. 

Permittez moi également, avant de finir, de solliciter de votre obligeance de me transmettre 
la note des sommes qu’il y auroit lieu de débourser, afin que je puisse en rembourser le 
montant, par la plus prompte occasion et au lieu qu’il vous plaira de me designer. 

Recevez, Monsieur le Gouverneur, dans l’attente de votre trés honorée réponse, ‘assurance 
de ma plus respectueuse considération. 

Freperico Maeno pve AsrancueEs, Le Consul Général du Bresil. 

A Monsieur le Governeur de Demerara. 


Enclosure L. 
Sir, Demerara, February, 1852. 

I wap the honour to receive your letter of the 20th ultimo, enclosing “a communi- 
cation” received by his Excellency the Governor, through the Governor of Cayene, from the 
Consul-General of Brazil at that colony, praying for certain information as to the statistics 
of this colony, and submitting the despatch to me, to deal with as I might deem best for 
obtaining the object with which it was sent. 

I have also to acknowledge the favour of receiving from you, in answer to my request, a 
table drawn up by the custom house authorities, containing a statement of the exports from 
the colony of the great staples, sugar, coffee, and cotton, from 1826 to 1851 inclusive, to 
enable me to reply to the first of the queries as points of inquiry put in the despatch. 

I have now the honour of submitting the following report on the subject, 

And have, &c. 
(Signed) Joun Surer. 

The first question or point of inquiry in the Consul-General’s despatch is as follows : 

1, Sur la production moyenne, par genre de produits, avant l’ére de l’emancipation, et sur 
celle qui a suivi cette epoque, jusqu’a nos jours :— 

I annex a table, showing the quantity of each of the staples, sugar, rum, molasses, coffee, 
and cotton, exported from the colony for twenty-six years, that is to say, from 1826 to 1851 
inclusive. It may be remarked, that the termination of the apprenticeship, or final and 
absolute emancipation, occurred on the Ist of August 1838. But as at that date by far the 
greater part of the year’s crop had still to be made, it would be proper, before drawing 
inferences, to exclude this year both from the periods of slavery and freedom. 


Exports from the Colony of British Gu1ana from 1826 to 1851, both Years inclusive. 


Years. Sugar. Rum. Molasses. Coffee. Cotton. Remarks. 
Hogsheads. | Puncheons. | Puncheons, Pounds. Bales. 


1826 49,801 16,715 22,959 7,336,746 11,343 
1827 66,136 22,407 28,711 8,279,653 15,904 
1828 63,661 21,907 28,645 6,398,025 10,804 


1829 66,628 26,43 1 21,938 8,503,291 7,272 
1830 68,830 33,401 20,709 9,502,756 5,423 
1831 65,627 33,050 27,163 3,830,462 3,670 
1832 63,28] 21,982 $9,981 2,785,899 3,830 
1833 | 63,464 18,078 44,051 5,919,532 3,699 
1834 54,924 19,547 33,413 2,532,000 3,376 | Year of Emancipation. 
1835 66,828 27,147 27,160 3,278,930 2,319 
1836 67,732 24,626 38,088 4,801,350 3,196 
1837 62,153 17,602 31,429 4,066,950 2,510 
1838 54,221 18,432 25,506 4,186,790 1,803 Termination of Appren- 
1839 38,271 16,070 12,134 1,585,250 1,364 ticeship. 
1840 40,708 15,199 15,999 3,357,300 331 
1841 34,199 11,118 16,179 1,088,670 170 
1842 36,211 10,631 17,894 2,177,120 40 
1843 35,738 8,296 24,957 1,428,100 24: 
1844 | 38,999 11,706 21,677 1,490,737 — 
1845 39,647 15,139 16,763 501,900 — 
1846 26,201 8,384. 14,605 102,4:50 - - | Year of great drought. 
1847 47,208 18,483 13,616 189,390 — 
1848 46,610 23,890 10,716 181,700 — 
1849 37,911 15,403 15,732 100,550 ee 
1850 37,351 15,941 11,807 25,086 — 
1851 43,034 15,848 9,530 3,198 _— 
Custom House, George Town, (Signed) CuristorpHER Bacor, 


Demerara, 4th February 1852. Comptroller. 
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From 1838 downwards we have accurate records for thirteen years; but the table gives 
only twelve years anterior to the period of freedom, the colonial records prior to 1826 not 
being so trustworthy, the quantity of produce being then estimated from returns furnished 
by plantations to serve as a basis of direct taxation, and hence not so much to be relied on 
as the simple statistical record of exports preserved since that period by the custom house. 

To those acquainted with the colony, the table might be allowed to speak for itself; but 
to guide those unacquainted with it, it is perhaps necessary to make a few observations, 

It will be found that during the early part of the period embraced in the table, cotton 
still constituted a considerable export, being in 1827 15,343 bales, but from this period 
downwards that cultivation gradually gave place to sugar, till in 1844 cotton ceased alto- 
gether to form an item of export. In like manner coffee, from upwards of 9,000,000 Ibs., 
has gradually fallen off, till last year only 3,198 lbs. were exported, an amount less than the 
consumption of the colony. Coffee, in fact, is now regularly imported into the colony. 

In producing these changes various causes have been at work, but the chief ones are the 
lapse from slavery to freedom, and from the policy of protection towards that of free trade. 
There is also another local cause, which must by no means be left out of view, namely, that 
in consequence of the lowness of the level of the land, and the particular sort of drainage 
followed up to the present time, there has been no cultivation effected by cattle and imple- 
ment labour, but the labour has been entirely manual, and essentially the same in character 
as during the period of slavery. 

Cotton ceased to be cultivated, not because it was not moderately remunerative, but 
because sugar enjoyed much higher protection, and was much more remunerative; besides, 
the grower cf cotton in the southern states of America had a large and increasing 
labouring population, cultivated a more esteemed variety of plant, and made large use of 
cattle and implement labour. For reasons of a similar kind, the cultivation of coffee has been 
also abandoned. 

With respect to sugar, the table shows that, after making due allowance for the difference 
of seasons, the export of sugar, if it did not increase, at all events remained pretty steady 
from 1826 to 1837, the year preceding the termination of the apprenticeship, and that in the 
year following that event it fell down to about half its former average. In 1846 it sunk as 
low as 26,201 hogsheads, owing, in a great degree, to protracted drought experienced{through 
a great part of that season. The increase in 1847 and in 1848 was due partly to the 
previous drought, and partly to the greater abundance of labour produced by a larger 
immigration. Throughout these years, however, and those that follow, the effects of the 
Sugar Bill of 1846 were severely felt, and the profits arising from the cultivation, even with 
greater care and economy, and with improved methods of manufacture, have greatly declined. 
The increase in 1851 is to be attributed to the fact that sugar had been selling at a good 
price, and hence a large increase of cultivation took place in many parts of the colony. ‘The 
table shows the amount of produce exported in each year, but it does not show the area on 
which it was grown, nor the rate produced per acre. It may be stated, however, on the 
authority of some of the best informed practical men, that during slavery the produce did 
not reach one hogshead per acre, if indeed it attained to more than three fourths of a hogs- 
head, while at present, under free labour, the average of the colony is certainly over a 
hogshead per acre. 

2°. Sur les moyens pratiques mis en usage dans chaque culture :— 

Of the ordinary mode of cultivating cotton and coffee little need be said, since they are 
no longer cultivated, but with that little it will be well also briefly to notice the processes of 
preparation and manipulation. 

Cotton was cultivated chiefly, if not entirely, on the sea coast, within the influence of the 
marine atmosphere, a condition apparently necessary for the black-seeded and long-staple 
varieties. The variety cultivated was nearly allied to the celebrated sea-island sort, cultivated 
in South Carolina and Georgia, but whether the seed was originally derived from these 
states it would not be easy now to ascertain. In British Guiana the plant became perennial 
in place of being annual, there being no winter or cold weather to kill it. This was 
reckoned a great advantage by the planters, as it was cheaper to cultivate a perennial 
variety; but it is at the same time certain that the cotton gathered from a plant cultivated 
as an annual is much superior to that gathered from a perennial. It appears, also, to have 
been an advantage peculiar to the cotton cultivation of this colony, that a field could at any 
time be brought into bloom by an irrigation of the muddy sea water, a matter practicable at 
high water of any tide. The field cultivation was entirely manual, and the picking, cleaning, 
and packing the same. Latterly the seeds were separated by roller-gins, worked by mules 
or steam-power. 

Of coffee, the cultivation was entirely manual. Many of the coffee states were situated 
on the banks of the rivers and canals off the latter. Although they were not wanting on the 
sea coast, yet the canal and river banks received a preference both on account of the soil and 
climate as well as the shelter. I am not aware whether it was peculiar to the coffee cultivation 
of British Guiana or not, but on many estates the coffee shrubs were grown under the shade 
of magnificent spreading forest trees, chicfly the “ erithryna ” or bois immortelle,” the direct 
and powerful rays of the sun, in a climate remarkable for the number of the hours of sunshine, 
as compared to the number of cloudy or shady hours, being held hurtful. On many estates 
also the coffee cultivation was carried on in the same field with the plaintain, the latter con- 
stituting a profitable shade. There was nothing remarkable about the preparation and 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 159 


manipulation of the coffee, except that the washing and pulping machinery, the drogheries 
and logies, the drying and storing arrangements were excellent. The modern screening 
and sorting machinery did not then exist, and perhaps is nowhere in use in the West 
Indies, 

With respect to the cultivation of the sugar cane, it has already been remarked, that by 
reason of the lowness of the land, and the plan of drainage in use, namely, that known as 
the open-drain and round-bed method, the system of cultivation remains exactly as in the 
times of slavery, every part of the operations of culture being performed by manual labour. 
The plough and other implements .have been tried, but cannot succeed in effecting a cheap 
and effective tillage till a system of close or covered drainage is resorted to, and the open 
drains abolished. Almost the only implements of tillage in use are the shovel, the hoe, and 
the cutlass. The tillage in general is of the rudest kind, and were it not for the unparalleled 
fertility of the soil, nothing like the results actually obtained could be conceived posible. 
There is no such thing known as cleaning or fallowing a field, so as to get it into good tilth 
and free of weeds before planting. There is no alteration of crops; no manuring; but a 
field once planted, although at the time full of weeds and the seeds of weeds, continues to be 
cultivated for a great number of years, new plants being put into the blanks that appear at 
the time of its being examined immediately after being cut. The tillage, properly so called, is 
very slight, and consists of a little digging in the neighbourhood of the cane rows, called 
shovel ploughing, and this is not always given every year. In addition to the digging, the 
grass and weeds are cut off by the hoe, and laid in heaps on the surface, two, three, or four 
times, according to the rapidity of their growth and the nature of the weather. In addition 
to this, the decayed leaves are stript from the canes once, twice, or three times during the 
season, to admit the sun and air. When the canes are ripe, or when it is found necessary to 
cut them, they are cut by cutlasses, and the immature upper part being rejected, the lower 
part is cut into lengths, and carried out on the labourers heads to the nearest point of the 
navigation canal that bounds every field on three of its sides. The canes are then piled up 
in heaps, or at once put into punts, by which they are conveyed to the sugar works to be 
manufactured. Plant canes, that is to say, the first crop after planting, ripen on an average 
at fourteen months on coast estates, and sixteen months on river estates. Ratoon Canes, 2. Cry 
canes of the second or any subsequent crop from the same stoles, ripen on coast estates at 
twelve months, and on river estates at-fourteen cr fifteen months, But protracted periods 
of rain or drought, and these occasionally occur to some extent, influence the period of 
maturity. 

Were the system of drainage improved so as to admit of cattle and implemental labour, 
and were a mixed system, in which the rearing and feeding of cattle formed a part, and a 
judicious system of manuring adopted, there is good reason to believe that three times our 
present return would be secured, and at little greater cost than the present. 

8°. Sur les procedés mécanique les plus generalement appropriés a la manupulation, a la 
préparation, et a la fabrication : 

Of the former staples, cotton and coffee, so little required to be said, that what should 
have appeared under this head was given under the former one more strictly appertaining to 
the cultivation, It now remains under this head to speak of the processes applicable 
to sugar, 

It has been already mentioned, that water carriage of the canes from the field to the sugar 
works is universal; and the canal being once constructed, this water carriage constitutes one 
of the great advantages of the colony. Arrived at the buildings, the canes are crushed by 
three roller horizontal mills moved by steam power. ‘There are now no wind, cattle, or 
tide mills in use ; every contrivance to save labour is had recourse to. ‘Thus from the punts 
the canes are elevated to the mill by endless chains or ladders, and the megass or squeezed 
cane is elevated by similar means, and conveyed in trucks along elevated railways running 
along the logies or megass drying houses. ‘This megass forms of course the fuel for con- 
centrating the juice. It is never, in its green or dried state, restored to the land 3 but the 
ashes of the burnt megass are on a few estates restored to the fields, but too often in the 
state of slag, in place of being ground into pretty fine powder, and in this state applied in 
small doses at a proper age of the cane. 

Of the mills it may be said, that, although superior to many elsewhere to be scen, they are 
generally too small, too high speeded, and with the cane and megass elevators added to the 
original mills, the power of the engines has become too small. Many of the newer mills are 
excellent in every way. ‘The yield of juice varies considerably. Some time ago it did not 
excced 50 per cent. on an average, but now there are many mills that yield, or could 
easily yield, 65 per cent., and do a good day’s work for their power. 

The operation of clarification or defecation is carried on in a variety of ways, ranging 
from very bad to very good. Having some time ago published a report* on this subject, I 
enclose a copy of the London edition, as more satisfactory than any abridgement. 

The process of concentration is conducted in two ways; first by what is known as the 
common copper-wall process. ‘The copper wall or battery consists of a series of from five to 
seven round-bottomed vessels called coppers, although generally made of cast iron, arranged 


* Dr. Sheer’s Report, entitled “ Directions for testing Cane Juice,” &c. Published by J. J. Griffin 
and Co., No. 53, Baker Street, London, and R. Griffin and Co., Glasgow. 
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in a line, and heated by a furnace placed anteriorly to the smallest of the series, and with a 
wide flue passing under the rest in succession. ‘The juice, after clarification, descends into 
the first and largest of these, in which it is heated nearly or quite to boiling, and in which a 
great deal of remaining scum and impurities come to the surface. From this copper it is lifted 
or ladled forward into the next vessel, of somewhat smaller size, where it is skimmed, aud when 
pretty well cleaned forwarded to the next, and so on till it reaches the last but one of the series, 
where the ebullition becoming freer, the last particles of scum are got rid of by dashing them 
back to the next copper by means of a light oar or paddle. Lastly, the cleaned juice is passed 
into the teach, in which brisk ebullition is continued until the syrup attains a certain density, 
or the boiling point a certain temperature. The requisite point judged of by various indica 
tions being attained, the syrup is lifted out of the copper by means of a dipper, a copper 
vessel of the same shape as the teache, but a little smaller, and with a large valve in the 
bottom. The dipper is suspended from a crane, and can be sunk, filled with syrup, and 
elevated in a few seconds. The hot syrup is run from this vessel into flat, shallow coolers, 
where, after a little stirring, it is left to cool and crystallise, generally speaking, with a 
current of cold air passing freely over it. 

In consequence of the errors inherent in this system, the sugar made by it never reaches 
the consumer direct, but is always purchased by the refiners; and, consequently, the pur- 
chasers being few, they have the power of readily combining and keeping the price very 
low. It has been the tendency on all large estates, and especially since the Sugar Act of 
1846, to adopt better methods of evaporating, and especially in vacuum pans, so as to turn 
out a quality of sugar fit for direct consumption, and being of large grain, and well freed 
from molasses, will lose very little by the way, being nevertheless not so white as to pay a 
higher duty than ordinary muscavado. Of all the modes of finishing the evaporation, the 
vacuum pan has given the greatest satisfaction. It is in use on most of the large estates in 
this colony, and its use is daily extending. The cane juice, after clarification, is in all cases 
concentrated up to a certain density on the common copper wall, before being filtered and 
introduced into the vacuum pan. ‘This arrangement, it is probable, will soon give place to 
the use of flat evaporators, in which the work will be done much more rapidly and with less 
expenditure of fuel. Upon a few estates the syrup, after passing through the ordinary bag 
filters, is also passed through animal charcoal before going into the vacuum pan. It is 
believed that the present scale of duties is the only cause why animal charcoal is not as 
extensively used as the vacuum pan itself, and a sugar equal to average refined sent to 
market ; while grades of duty exist, and considering the high price of labour, and the absence 
of skilled labourers, planters seem to think it more profitable not to aim at producing a 
very white sugar. 

‘The molasses is separated from the sugar made in vacuo generally by the pneumatic 
method. Large shallow trays being used, in the bottom of each are placed several layers of 
wire gauze, under which a vacuum can be formed by air pumps. This plan is apt to be 
wasteful, unless the grain of the sugar is rather large and uniform, so as not to pass in any 
considerable quantity into the molasses. Lately the centrifugal machines have, in a few 
cases, been used in place of the former, and with great advantage. 

Cones or forms are not in use ; and the sugar is not stored or dried. Only in some curing 
houses steam pipes are used, to heat the apartment slightly, and maintain a uniform tempera- 
ture, to facilitate the separation of the molasses. 

The sugars of the colony, whether dark or light, go to market in hogsheads, tierces, and 
barrels. 

Of the manufacture of molasses little need be said, except that in proportion to the sugar 
obtained the quantity of molasses is large, owing partly to the defects of the common process, 
but chiefly to the fact that the soil is so rich an alluvium, and so abundant in alkaline and 
earthy saline matter. Little of the molasses is boiled down into sugar in the colony; it is 
chiefly made into rum, or sold to the refiners, by whom it is much prized. 

Although the character of the rum produced in this colony never attains the height that 
the best brands of Jamaica do, it nevertheless occupies a respectable place in the market. 

Up to a recent date, the process was conducted in a rude and wasteful way. It is long, 
however, since excellent stills and rectifiers were introduced, and much attention given to 
the strength of the spirit. Within the last few years much attention has been given to the 
return or quantity obtained, and by setting up the materials to ferment of lower density, and 
in vats of suitable size, and watching the process carefully, a greatly increased return is 
obtained in a shorter time. As yet little has been done to improve the quality of the spirit; 
but it is probable that this has more to do with the soil on which the cane is grown, and the 
water employed, than anything as yet possible to be effected on the process. Very recently, 
stills analogous in form to those used by the English rectifiers, have been introduced, and 
with excellent effect on the quantity produced. 


4°. Sur les espéces d’individus employés a la culture :— 
They are as follows: 


IL. Africans. 
A native do. and voluntary immigrants from the Kroo coast. 
Captured Africans and liberated do. from Sierra Leone, the Cape, or other ports 
touched at by the cruisers. 
Creole Africans, i. e. of pure African blood, but born in the colonies, 
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II. Portuguese from the island of Madeira and the Azores. 
III. Asiatics. Coolies from India, chiefly embarked at Calcutta and Madras. 
IV. Mixed Races. Coloured. Chiefly between the European and African. 


The native Indians, now few in number, have never come under the pale of civilization, so 
far as to take part in labour of any sort, excepting at the wood-cutting establishments, and 
but little there. 

hae eat are now in progress for bringing in a number of Chinese labourers into the 
colony. 


5°. Sur la question d’immigration dans son ensemble et sur celle des travailleurs blancs en 
particulier, et le genre d’occupations auxquelles ils peuvent se livrer. 

Of the races specified under the former head, the native African is the hardiest and 
healthiest. He is not so intelligent as the Creole African, but is a steadier labourer at such 
kinds of work as require strength rather than skill. ‘This is especially true of the group; for 
the members of the group are generally young when they arrive, and by the time they have 
been some years in the colony become very closely assimilated to the Creole Africans. 

In the sugar works as well as in the field the greatest part of the labour is performed by 
the Creole Africans. They are also often coopers, carpenters, head men, &c. on estates. In 
field labour, especially, they are often careless, indolent, and liable to withdraw, totally or par- 
tially, from the field of labour. 

The Portuguese are of all the rest the most industrious. ‘They perform harder labour in 
tillage in proportion to their ability than any other class. In point of suitability of constitu- 
tion to the climate, they are inferior to the African and even the Asiatic race. ‘They suffer a 
good deal from intermittent fever, and severely under yellow fever when it occurs epidemi- 
cally; but when acclimated, many of them enjoy excellent health, and they would do so more 
generally but for their parsimony, which does not permit them to feed on diet sufficiently 
nourishing for the labours they endure. In addition to the labour done on estates, it should 
be mentioned that almost the entire huztering trade of the colony is in the hands of the 
Portuguese, and all the small provision and liquor stores. 

The Asiatics are the feeblest of all the races. They are in general very slenderly made, 
and are in most cases unable to cope with the negroes in heavy field work, such as digging, 
forking, or throwing out trenches. They do very well, however, in weeding, cane cutting, 
tending cattle, and all the lighter sorts of labour. They are in general parsimonious, and 
eager to hoard up money against the time of their return to India. Hence they feed 
chiefly, but not exclusively, on rice, a diet not sufficiently nourishing for a hard-working 
race on a stiff soil, and in a climate exacting great wear and tear of strength and con- 
stitution. ‘The Asiatics are introduced for a term of five years, and are then conveyed back 
to the parts from which they were originally obtained. Until lately, the whole expense of 
introducing them into the colony, and returning them home, has been borne by the public. 
It is now arranged that one half the expense shall be borne partly by the proprietors of 
the estates on which they labour, and partly by the labourers themselves. Some of the 
first arrivals of Asiatics proved of little value as labourers, in consequence of being ill 
selected ; and unfit for labour in their own country or any other. The subsequent importations 
are of a much better class, and many of them have have returned carrying with them very 
considerable sums of money. 

Of the mixed or coloured races, little requires to be said, for few of them are engaged in 
the field. Many of them pursue trades or handicrafts, such as coopers, carpenters, tailors, 
wood cutters, sailors, &c. 

As a class, they are indolent, and perhaps less healthy than any of the pure races, except- 
ing, perhaps, the Portuguese. 

Of the Chinese there is as yet no experience in this colony; but, arguing from the experi- 
ence of other colonies, it is probable they will hereafter be found to be the very best labouring 
class that can be procured. 

European Jabourers have frequently been tried in this colony, particularly European 
ploughmen, but on the whole with little or no success. Generally, it is admitted that the 
European constitution cannot endure protracted hard labour in such a climate as this. On 
estates the managers and overseers are generally white Europeans, and although they endure 
much fatigue and exposure, they constitute the most healthy class of the white population, 
but they do not engage in hard manual labour. Many of the class of engineers and artizans 
are also white Europeans, often very healthy, and although they Jabour hard, yet it is within 
doors. ‘The only case where white men are extensively occupied in field labour is that of 
the Portuguese above mentioned; but Madeira and the Azores from which they come are 
greatly warmer than England or Holland, from which the white population of the colony 
generally come, and the transition is of course less felt. 

In Porto Rico there is another light coloured race, descended from the Spaniards and 
the aborigines of the island, that labour as hard and stand the climate quite as well as the 
negro slave population of the same island. 

Of immigration in general, the principles are so well known as to render it unnecessary 
to say much. When land is abundant, and its price low, and if at the same time the 
population be thin, the price of labour must be high, as indeed we find to be the case all 
over the United States of America; and if we further add the conditions of high fertility of 
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soil and geniality of climate, as is the case in this colony, there is a further tendency to 
enhance the price of labour; for the labourer, by working diligently for a time, soon 
realizes a sum sufficient to buy land, and becomes an independent freeholder; and if his 
natural wants are few, and easily supplied by but little labour, and the climate requires but 
little in the way of clothing and shelter, it follows, that if he has not acquired artificial habits 
and civilized tastes, he will prefer slovenly ease and barbarous independence to active and 
enterprising industry. It will also follow, that the efficient labourers will consist of the com- 
paratively few, who are industrious, civilized, and ambitious of elevating their condition in 
society. It tends also to enhance the price of labour when there is but one great interest 
engaged in the production and export of a single staple ; for when great competition exists, 
or when any depression occurs, as on the advent of a great fiscal or social change,’ almost the 
whole population is involved, and there is no thriving section of the community till things 
adjust themselves to the new level. It may also be pointed out, that when efficient labour at 
a fair price is a desideratum, high import duties on food and the necessaries of life are 
extremely impolitic. In the first place, to the labourers not yet possessed of land, these high 
duties neutralize the benefit of high wages, and thus present a voluntary influx of labour 
from other quarters; secondly, they create a market for the surplus food raised by the 
squatters and petty freeholders, and thus enable them to supply their few artificial wants 
without coming to labour on the plantations. 

Of all classes of Jabourers that have come to the colony, the best, as it has cost the colony 
nothing, is the'voluntary negro immigration from Barbados and other of the West India 
colonies, where the population is abundant and wages low, or where, in consequence of the 
abandonment of estates, employment is not to be found, This class of immigrants, however, 
is restricted in its amount, and in the tendency of the labourers to effect a permanent settle- 
ment in the colony, by the high price of food, and the soft and muddy nature of the soil in 
wet weather, as compared with the dry slopes and light nature of the soil in the islands from 
which the labourers come. 

Of the other immigrants, the native Africans of both groups mentioned in the previous 
classification, and the Portuguese, come next in order. ‘They are more valuable labourers 
than the Asiatics, and, what is important, they come free, at their own expense, or at compa- 
ratively little cost to the colony, and under no obligation to have their return passages, if 
they should return, paid. 
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Return of Currivatep Estates sold at Execution Sale by the Provost Marshal of Britis 
Guana during the Year (851. 


Date. Name of Estate, County. Cultivation, Purchaser. Amount. 

Dollars. 

Jan. 23] 1. Schoonord - | Demerary | Sugar - | Daniel Blair - - | 16,000 

March 25 | 2 Metenmeeryorg rd oS » + | Gavin Fullarton  - | 10,500 
(one-quarter) - 

» 26} 3 Zeclugt - - 0 * - | H. S. Bascom - 7,500 
May 20] 4. Adventure - | Essequibo - - | P. H. Caugius - 92,150 
June 30] 5. Belfield - - Ah wok: te - | Bovell Jones - - 2,750 

» 30] 6. Vertrowen - oy ee: 7 - | J. Campbell, senior, 7,001 

and Co. 
Dec. 2\| 7. Retrieve - - “ir. * - | R.S. Turton - - 1,010 

» 92] 8. Sparta (one-half) ‘3 - A - | George Booker - 1,150 
May 16] 9. Everton (one- 

half) - - | Berbice - i - | Gavin Fullarton - | 30,000 
Aug. 10 | 10. Providence (one wee ” - | E. Hicks - - | 12,100 
quarter) - - 

» 11 | 11. Lonsdale (one » «7 | Coffee and | W.and E. Henery - 100 

quarter). plaintains 


(Signed) W. H. Homes, 
Provost Marshal of British Guiana. 
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TRINIDAD. 


(No. 24.) No, 21. 


Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Harris to the Right Hon. 
Sir Joun 8S. Paxineron, Bart. 
Trinidad, May 18, 1852. 
Sir, (Received June 22, 1852.) 
I nave the honour to forward to you the “ Blue Book” of this colony 
for the year 1851. 

I am happy to say that the income of the island manifested the same steady 
advance at the end of last year which had occurred for the two previous years, 
there being a clear increase of more than 5,000/., chiefly obtained under the 
Customs Department. 

On the expenditure side there is an increase of 29,000/., which is composed 
of the following items, being mostly of an accidental, not of a permanent 
nature; viz.: 


Immigration - - P - - - £11,959 
Additional stipendiary magistrates, &c. - - 1,700 
Police and gaols_—- - - - - 1,100 
Conveyance of mails, including steamer, postage, &c. 1,634 
Roads - * - 4 - - 2,460 
Miscellaneous (including purchase of arsenal at 

Cocorite from Ordnance, 1,000/.) - - 3,869 
Works and buildings - * : - 4,104 
Drawbacks : - = - 1,238 


The exports of the two principal articles, sugar and cocoa, were larger both 
in quantity and in value than those of 1850, the crop of the latter being con- 
siderably the largest ever made. 

The Ward Rates.—The new system of wards is working quite as well as could 
be expected. The amount collected last year was not quite equal to that 
of 1850. The deficiency was occasioned by parties who purchased lands sold 
for rates failing to pay the purchase money. A settlement of these claims will 
be quickly made. 

It will be seen that some of the wards are in debt to the Treasury. It was 
necessary, in order to get the system into regular operation, to allow some 
additional funds for the first two years. Most of the wards which are in arrear 
will be able to repay their debt in a very short time. Some few are so poor 
that they can be expected to doso only very slowly, if at all. ‘The sums due are, 
however, of no great amount. 

The circumstances of these wards go far to prove, in my opinion, the sound- 
ness of the principle on which the law was founded. 

It will now be seen that small settlements were in the act of formation in 
wild districts of the island which are totally incapable of supporting the com- 
monest requirements of civilized communities. 

These would have become more and more the nest of the idle, the dissolute, 
and the criminal ; but I hope that an effective check has been administered. 

Having only lately returned to the colony, and having been absent seven 
months of last year, there are many points on which, had I been present, I 
should touch, which I should prefer passing by for the present, but which will 
form the subject of future despatches. 

There is one more subject to which I would wish to call attention. 

A census of the population was taken last year, which, though not very 
accurate, is still a great improvement upon any which had been previously taken, 
and which affords information well worthy of remark. 

First, I would observe that of a population of 68,600 only 727 are British. 
Of Europeans there are in all 1,494. 

The Creoles of Trinidad compose but little more than half the population ; 
viz., 39,913. 

The rest of the population is composed of 

From British colonies, meaning chiefly West Indies 10,800 
Coolies - = - - - 8,993 
Africans 3 = = & =. sSr010 

Foreign colonies and other countries completing the amount. 
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TRINIDAD, In the return attached to the Blue Book, page 152a, the large number of 
aaaal 26,989 persons are placed under the head of “ No employment.” ‘This is, I am 
sorry to say, the fact, and is a strong evidence of the habits of a large portion 
of the population, for if all the children under ten years of age be deducted 
from this amount, which would not be strictly correct, as some of them are 
employed, there remains a surplus of more than 10,000 persons, out of a popula- 
tion of less than 70,000, having no employment, and of those 8,000 turn out to 
be inhabitants of Port of Spain. 

I think it necessary particularly to call attention to this fact, because it must 
be remembered that in a community such as this there are no idlers among the 
better classes, so that a seventh of the whole population of the colony, nearly 
a fourth of the adult population, and more than half of the total population of 
the chief town, are composed of persons in the lower ranks of life, and having no 
visible means of gaining an existence. 

It appears to me that such a state of things requires very serious consideration, 
and urgently demands some remedy. 

I shall hope to refer again to this subject at an early period. 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir J. S. Pakington, Bart. (Signed) HARRIS. 
&c. &e. &e. 
MALTA. 
Pe: MALTA. 
No. 22. 
No. 22. 
(No. 79.) 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Witt1am Ret, K.C.B. to the 
Right Hon. Sir Joun S. Paxrnerton, Bart. 
Sir, Valetta, June 26, 1852. 
ee (Received July 22, 1852.) 
ae I nave the honour to transmit herewith the Malta blue book for 1851, 


together with a short statement on its revenue and expenditure, drawn up by 
the auditor general. 

2. As I did not enter upon the Government until nearly the close of 1851 I 
conclude that it will not be expected that I shall make a report upon that year. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed ) Wm. REID, Governor, 
The Right Hon. Sir J. 8. Pakington, Bart. 
&e. &c. &e. 


Asstract made by the Aupiror GENERAL. 


Establishments. 

The total annual amount borne on the schedule of establishments, prepared 
for the Ist of January 1852, including the salaries of offices temporarily vacant, 
is 54,7811. 3s. 6d., composed as follows : 

Salaries : 


Fixed establishment - . - £46,163 19 0O 
Provisional and temporary . - 5,992 8 0 

ii ca Ritter OE THE: FH 
Allowances ‘ : : r a “ELSIE -6-°6 
Office contingencies - - - - 1,812 10 0 


£54,781 3 6 


Compared with the schedule formed for the year 1851 there is an increase of 
1,210/. 1s. 9d., namely, in 


Salaries - - - -#1,170 2 0 
Allowances = - 617 .9 
Office contingencies - - 83. 2 0 

£ 1:210' 1.9 


In the salaries the principal items of increase are 200/. on the establishment 
of the Customs, consisting of a personal increase to the first clerk for long and 
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meritorious service, and the salaries of two additional assistant storekeepers and 
two additional guardians of stores, four new appointments rendered necessary 
by the augmentation in the receipts of this branch of revenue, 194d. from a new 
organization of the establishment of the port department, including the marine 
police and quarantine, 104/. from an extension of the establishments for public 
instruction, and 669/. for the new orphan asylum, and further extensions of 
the charitable institutions. Minor items of increase are compensated by items 
of diminution. 

Under the head of allowances is included one of 20/., which during the 
previous year was classed with the salaries, and is to be set against a temporary 
allowance of 13/. 6s. 8d. for house-rent which has fallen in upon a retirement 
from office. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


In the general estimates prepared in 1850 for the year 1851, the revenue 
was taken at 124,056/., and the expenditure at 116,813/. 2s. 2d. From the 
provision of previous years the sum of 10,816/. 2s. 6d. remained unexpended, 
and a further sum of 3,724/. 3s. 10d. was appropriated within the year out of 
surplus revenue, to meet supplemental estimates, making a total provision of 
131,353/. 8s. 6d. for expenditure from the 1st January 1851. 

The actual collections of 1851 amounted to 133,080/. 1s. 43d., being 
9,024/. 1s. 43d. beyond the estimate, and 3,786/. 14s, 84d. above the revenue 
brought to account in the previous year, which latter difference results 
principally as follows : 

Increases, 5,830/. in the Customs, and 2761. in fines, forfeitures, and fees of 
court; decreases, 910/. in quarantine dues, 149/. in rents under various heads, and 
1,243/. in the amount derived from the sale of houses, lands, and other property. 

The increase in the Customs is composed of 6,188/. in the import duties 
and tonnage dues, diminished by 358/. from a falling-off in the store rent on 
bonded goods. For the latter no explanation can be offered, but the increase 
in the import duties and tonnage dues, as well as the falling-off in the 
quarantine dues, may be ascribed to the healthy state of 1851 as compared with 
the season of cholera in 1850, leaving it to be inferred that in other respects the 
Island continued through the two years in an equal state of prosperity. For 
the increase in the receipts of the courts of judicature, no other cause can be 
assigned than the casual increased proceedings at law. 

In accounting for the diminution in the rents it is to be observed that the 
reduction in the legal value of the Maltese currency effected by the Procla- 
mation of 10th March 1851 brought a loss of 186/. to the yearly rent-roll on 
leases, mostly of an ancient date, which had been contracted for in that denomi- 
nation of money ; in other respects the general rent-roll is somewhat improved. 

A large sale of immovable property having been made in the year 1850, in 
aid of outlay for the improvement of rental, is the cause of the lesser receipt 
from this casual branch in the year 1851. 

The expenditure during the year amounted to 119,307/. 5s. 53d., being 
6,054/. 6s. 14d. less than the amount actually paid within the previous twelve 
months. 

It has already been shown that the total provision for service, commencing on 
the 1st January 1851, derived from the general estimate, from unexpended balances 
of former estimates, and from supplementary provision made within the year, 
amounted to 131,353/. 8s. 6d., and the same has been disposed of as follows : 


Expenditure within the year 1851 - - - £119,307 5 52 
Remaining over for future disbursement - - 6,829 16 6 
Unavailed of or saved . . - - 5,716 6 6} 


131,853 8 6 


The above-stated saving being nearly 2,000/. more than the supplemental 
provision, it follows that the total expenditure (defrayed and remaining over) 
has been to the same extent less than the amount that was anticipated in 1850, 
when the general estimate for the year 1851 was framed. 

Temporary vacancies on the establishments, chiefly in the appointment of 
governor, account for 2,320/. of the saving. ‘The other material articles of 
saving or of funds unavailed of are, 480/. in charitable allowances, 2,772. 
in hospitals, 279/. in police and gaols, 920/. in works and buildings, 270/. in 
roads, streets, and bridges, 2271. in interest and burthens, and about 200/. 
under various heads. 
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On the other hand, there are excesses of 1,020/. in the pensions, partly real 
and partly apparent, from the years in which the remittance to the agent in 
London happened to fall, and 734d. in drawbacks, the same having been con- 
current with increased import duties. 

These differences are by comparison with the estimates of provision, and not, 
like the revenue, with the transactions of the previous year. 


Financial Condition. 


At the commencement of the year 1851 there was in the Treasury of 
Government an available unappropriated surplus of 19,635/. I5s. 44d., which 
was increased by the end of the year to 37,354/. 15s. 2}d., as will appear from 
the following statement : 

Surplus funds, 31st December 1850: 


Of which appropriated . - £10,816 2 6 
Reserved for 1851 - - 10,662°12 8t 
Available - - - - 19,635 15 a 
eee Aide te 
1851: Revenue - - - 183,080 1 4% . 
Expenditure - - - 119,307 5 5% 


— 13,772 15 11 


Surplus funds, 31st December 1851 - - 54,887 6 OF 


Deducting from the abeve sum 6,329/. 16s. 6d. already stated to have been 
appropriated for future disbursements, and deducting also 11,202/. 14s. 4d., 
being the amount of revenue received in 1851, and reserved to meet the 
expense for that month due in January 1852, there remains from Ist January 
1852 an available surplus of 37,354/. 15s. 24d. 

The above gross surplus is composed as follows : 


Cash - - = - £96,085 11 94 
Advances . - - $3,444 0 O 
—_—_———— 99,529 11 94 
Deposits = - - - - - 44,642 5 9 
Net Capital - - - 54,887 6 Of 


Currency. 

An aitempt to correct the defects of the currency system in Malta was made 
in the Order in Council, published under date, March 10th, 1851. It “is only 
necessary here to state, that the introduction of gold and limitation of tender 
of British silver was at once felt and continues to be an advantage. 

On the other hand, the reduction of the value of the Maltese currency 
introduced great confusion into all existing engagements, and was in general 
regarded as involving a loss of four per cent. to the creditor, a loss of which the 
Government, as receiver of rents, had, as before noticed, direct practical 
experience, but that in all other respects the measure proved ineffective. 
Sicilian dollars continue in circulation at their former conventional value, and 
the difficulties of the Maltese currency are at this moment undiminished. 


Public Works. 

In the general estimate for the year the usual provision was made for the 
ordinary maintenance and repair of the Government buildings and Jands, and 
of the aqueducts, roads, streets, sewers, and other objects of yearly maintenance. 
The same estimate also includes a provision of 800/. for constructing a line of 
aqueduct from the Boschetto to the casals of Zebbug and Curmi. This work 
was completed within the year at an expense of 7971. 9s. 6d. It further 
includes 945/. for constructing sewers in the suburb of Floriana, the three 
towns on the opposite side of the harbour, and in the casal of Birchircara, 
works nearly completed within the year. 

On such of the special works enumerated in last year’s report as were not 
then completed the expenditure has been continued as follows :— 

£158 6 44 continuing the restoration of themonuments inSt. John’schurch. 

105 13 8% continuing the extension of the breakwater at Gozo. 
82 9 ud completing the construction of a record room in the chief 
secretary’s office. 
65 6 34 completing the building of a poor-house at Gozo. 
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1,479 4 '74 continuing the construction of new Jaw courts and depen- 
dencies. 

738 11 5 continuing the construction of four stores for bonding grain 

at the Corradino. 

72 17 1 completing the additions to the Hospital of Sto. Spirito at 

Notabile. 
64 16 54 continuing the widening of the road (or mole) on the Marina 
of Valletta. 
83 1 10} completing the formation of public gardens at the Argotti. 
2,561 1 4 continuing the alteration and enlargement of the late hospital 
for males in Valletta, to fit it as a house of industry for the 
reception and instruction of orphans. 

404 3 38 continuing the fitting up of the former grain store at Floriana, 
to serve as model schools for the instruction of school- 
mistresses, and as a female penitentiary. 

Some of the foregoing items have been aided by provision made on the 
estimates for 1851, whether general or supplemental, which, however, include 
no special work, beyond those already referred to, of a magnitude or nature 
sufficient to require particular notice in this report. 

Wo. Hy. Tuornron, 
Auditor General. 


IONIAN ISLANDS. 


(No. 112.) No. 23. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir H. G. Warp, G.C.M.G., Her Majesty’s 
Lord High Commissioner in and for the United States of the Ionian 
Islands, to the Right Hon. Sir Joun S. Paxrncton Bart. 


Corfu, August 3, 1852. 
Sir, (Received August 21, 1852.) 

(1.) I wave the honour to transmit to you the annual financial statement 
called the “ Blue Book ” for the year ending 31st January 1852, together with 
the accompanying report. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. G. WARD. 
The Right Hon. Sir John S. Pakington, Bart. 
&e. &e. &e. 


A.truoucH towards the latter part of the financial year to which the 
following report relates it became evident that the olive crop had entirely failed 
in the islands of Corfii and Pax6, yet as the exportation of the produce of the 
preceding season extended over the greater part of the year 1851, it has been 
considered best to compare the revenues of that year with those of 1850, rather 
than those of the alternate year 1849, as would have been the case had the crop 
continued to be biennial, as formerly. 


Civil Establishment. 


The civil list adopted by the 9th Parliament, in its resumed session of 
December 1850, having come into operation, a considerable reduction has taken 
place in the civil and judicial establishments, which will be noticed in its proper 
place. 

The gross amount of the general revenue for the year 1850 was 

£142,096 4 13 


For 1851 - - 144,086 14 14 
Showing an increase of £1,990 9 112 


in favour of the latter year. 
The gross amount of municipal revenue for 1850 was 
£32,000 10 12% 
For 1851 - - - 32,902 19 7 


Showing an increaseof - £902 9 S52 
in favour of the latter year. 
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IONIAN ISLANDS. The items of general revenue showing a decrease are— 
Transit duty. 
Export duty on olive oil. 
Receipts of health office tariff. 
Ditto _ post office tariff. 
Ditto judicial tariff. 
Bonding duties. 
Printing office receipts. 
Freights of Government Steam Packet. 

The decrease of 541/. 10s. 2d. for exportation of olive oil is the natural con- 
sequence of a less productive harvest. That of 892/. 12s. 9d. for health office 
dues is rather apparent than r,eal as the receipt of the former year had been 
unnaturally swelled by the appearance of the cholera in Cefalonia and other parts 
of the Mediterranean. 

The same observation is applicable to the decrease under the judicial tariffs, 
the account of 1850 having been increased by the collection of dues in arrear. 

The falling off of the printing office receipts has been occasioned by the 
establishment of private presses. —- 

The decrease of the revenue arising from the steamers is to a certain extent 
apparent, being occasioned by the system of granting free passages to the police 
agents, instead of requiring actual payment from that department ; but it is prin- 
cipally owing to the preference for the Austrian steamers shown by passengers 
to Zante and Cefalonia. 

The articles of general revenue showing an increase are— 


Customs. 
Export duty on currants. 
‘ island wines. 
Import duty on foreign wines and spirits. 
3 on tobacco. - 
3 on grain. 
Me on stamp duties. 


Sale of gunpowder (monopoly). 
Receipt for executive police tariff: 
Warehouse rents. 

Mortgage and registration dues. 
Receipts for public instruction. 
Miscellaneous. 

There is a steadily increasing demand for British manufactures and British 
colonial produce throughout these islands; and although the consumption of the 
oil-growing islands has been necessarily limited by the scantiness of their staple 
produce, that of the currant-growing islands has been almost proportionally 
increased ; hence the increase of 1,209/. under the head of customs. The in- 
crease of 2,905/. for the exportation of currants arises from the sale of the unex- 
ported stock of 1850. 

The increase, amounting to 538/., in the duties levied upon foreign wine and 
spirits, is in part to be attributed to the complete change of the regiments com- 
posing the military force employed in these islands, each having imported a 
stock of wine for consumption, and partly to the dealers in foreign wines having 
replenished their stores. The large sum of 733/., by which the tobacco duty for 
1851 exceeds that for 1850, is the effect of several causes, such as, a smaller 
quantity than usual raised in the islands, greater vigilance on the part of the 
custom-house guardians, who are now under the police, and the replenishing 
of exhausted stores. 

In the year 1851 the grain crop generally, but especially the Indian corn, 
was scanty throughout the islands; hence the large increase of 1,911/. in the 
amount of the duty levied upon imported grain. 

The increase of 532/. for stamps, and that of 299/. under the head of police tariff, 
may both be attributed to increased litigation, and a consequent increase of the 
number of writs and processes issued by the courts, and served by the police. 
The increased productiveness of the gunpowder monopoly may be traced to the 
unusual abundance of game, and the explosion of a depét of contraband powder 
in the island of Zante. 

The difficulties to which landed proprietors in Corfu. were exposed towards 
the latter end of the year, by the failure of the olive crop, will account for the 
small increase of the revenue under the head of “ mortgage and registrations.” 
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The sum received for education in 1850 was burdened with the payment of IONIAN ISLANDS. 


the establishment at Castellanus, which was abolished in February 1851 ; hence 
the increase of 150/. in favour of the latter year. 

The sum (140/.) by which the miscellaneous revenue for 1851 exceeds that 
for 1850 is the consequence of increased receipts for porterage dues in the 
public warehouses. 

The items of municipal revenue for the year 1851, showing a decrease, are— 

Rents of lands and houses. 

Sale of lands. 

Salines and salt monopoly. 

Shop and tavern licences. 

Port duties. 

Water rates. 

Incidentals. 
Of these the only important falling off requiring notice is that under the head 
of “‘ salines and salt monopoly,” which was occasioned by the scantiness of the 
olive crop in 1850-51, and the failure of that of 1851-52. 

The articles of municipal revenue showing an increase are— 

Arm licences. 

Fines and confiscations. 

Mole duty, Santa Maura. 

Sister islands duty on island wines. 

Import duty on cattle. 

Export duty on Zante soap. 

Export duty on valonea. 

Seventh of general import duties. 

The increase of 135/. under the head of arm licences is the consequence of 
a favourable season, and an increasing taste for field sports, 

The notable increase under the head of fines and confiscations is probably 
the consequence of increased vigilance on the part of the police. 

The increased productiveness of the interinsular duty upon native wines is 
the consequence of increased importation from Santa Maura to supply the 
deficiency of the Corfu vintage. a 

The increased amount of the duties levied upon the importation of cattle is 
the consequence of a generally increased demand throughout the islands. 

The increase of the amount collected for the exportation of soap is evidence 
of a partial revival of the demand for that article in the markets of the Levant. 

As the general revenue arising from the importation of manufactures and 
colonial produce increases, so consequently does that portion of it which is 
appropriated to the municipal revenue ; therefore, during the year 1851 that 
item supplied 1777. more than 1850. 

The general expenditure of the year 1850 was 


Fe a, 
148,803 6 92 

That of 1851 was , 145,596 10 9 
Being a decrease of £3,206 16 02 


The items showing an increase are — 
Lord High Commissioner’s ci il list. 
Rents of public offices and quarters. 
Public works. 
Collection. 
Contingent Expenditure of the General Local Government. 

Before proceeding to further details, it is necessary to observe that the annual 
sum which these states have agreed to pay for military protection has been 
made good during the year 1851. 

The charge for the Lord High Commissioner’s civil lists in the account for 
1851 includes thirteen months, therefore the sum placed by the constitution 
at the disposal of the Lord High Commissioner for this service has not been 
exceeded. 

Rents of public offices and quarters have cost 156/. more in 1851 than in 
1850, owing partly to the establishment of custom-house offices in the suburb 
of Manducchio and the island of Fano, and partly to the transfer of the regency 
in Cefalonia to the building formerly occupied as the residency. 
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The sum of 532/., by which the charge for public works for 1851 exceeds 
that for 1850, has been expended upon repairs to the moles of Zante and Paxo, 
and in building a dissecting room attached to the civil hospital in Corfu. 

The increased number of legal transactions, and the consequent consumption 
of stamped paper, has rendered necessary a larger supply from England; hence 
the excess of 854/. in the charge for collection of revenue, stamped paper, &c. 

The large sum of 3,225I. noted as “increased contingent expenditure of the 
general and local government,” is so accurately accounted for in the column 
of observations at page No. 32 of the financial statement that it is not possible 
to abridge the table there given without impairing the clearness of the explana- 
tion it affords. 

The heads of general expenditure showing a decrease— 

Civil establishment. 

Judicial ditto. 

Education ditto. 

Packet service, coals, repairs, and contingents. 
Health offices, lazzarettos, and lighthouses. 
Post office. 

Executivé police. 

Courts of justice. 

The decrease of 3,966/. for civil establishments and 985/. would have been 
still greater if the present account did not comprehend thirteen months. 

The decrease of 2771. for education has been caused principally by the sup- 
pression of the model schools for agriculture, which were found not to answer 
the purpose contemplated. 

In the year 1850 a heavy expense was incurred for the repair of one of the 
Government steam vessels, a charge with which the account for 1851 is not 
burdened ; hence the decrease of 2,534/. for the packet service. 

As the account of health offices for the year 1850 included fourteen months, 
the decrease of 449/. under this head is only apparent. 

The same observation applies to the other items of contingent expenditure 
showing a decrease. 

The amount of the municipal expenditure for the year 1850 was— 

For the year 1850 - - £84,994 
For 1851 - - - 41,897 


— 


Being an increase of — - 6,902 


The items of municipal expenditure showing an increase are— 
Public buildings. 
Aqueducts. 
Salaries. 


Roads. : 
The large increase under the head of public buildings has been occasioned 


by the repairs of churches and hospitals the property of the Government. 

That under the head of aqueducts has been expended in laying down new 
pipes in Corfu. 

The increase under the head of salaries is the consequence of augmented 
establishments, according to the civil list. As these augmentations were not 
organized till the autumn of 1850, their influence upon the expenditure of that 
year was not considerable; but as they have been in operation during the whole 
of the year 1851, the increase amounts to no less a sum than 6172. 

The items of municipal expenditure showing a decrease are— 

Livelli. 

Contingencies sult monopoly. 

Lighting and cleaning streets. 

Prisons, diet, clothing, and contingents. 
Moles and harbours. 

New canal, Santa Maura. 

Hospitals. 

TIncidentals. 

The trifling instance of decrease under the heads of livelli, or quit-rents, 
contingencies of salt monopoly, lighting and cleaning streets, moles and har- 
bours, and hospitals, being generally the effects of contingencies, are not worth 
serious attention. 
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The considerable sum of 208/. which appears as a saving in the expenditure 
for prisons, diet, clothing, and contingencies is not real. ‘The account for 1850 
was burdened with an arrear of payment for 1849, whereas there is no arrear 
to be accounted for in the present year. 


The saving of 370/. in the outlay for the Santa Maura Canal is the conse- 
quence of restricted expenditure. 

The measures rendered necessary by the cholera in 1850 raised the incidental 
expenditure of that year to the enormous sum of 8,437/. In 1851 the scourge 
did not re-appear, and the incidental expenditure sank to 49151. 


Military Establishment. 


By the agreement between the protecting and protected Governments, as 
revised in 1850, the latter is bound to pay to the former the sum of 25,000/. 
annually. In the year 1851 the whole of this sum was duly and punctually 
paid. 


Judicial Establishment. 


No alteration has been made in the judicial establishment; but a saving has 
been effected by a general reduction of’ salaries, and the employment, in most 
cases, of judges in their own islands. 


The periodical sittings of the district courts continues to produce the effect 
anticipated. 
Ecclesiastical Establishment. 
No alteration has taken place in the ecclesiastical establishment since the last 
return. 
Education. 


During the year 1851 no alteration has been made in the educational 
establishment, which comprehends 


The University, attended by - - - 67 
The Minor College - - - - -98 
‘The Ecclesiastical Seminary - - ee 1S 


2d. The primary and secondary schools in the several islands, which are 
attended by the number of scholars given in the following table :— 
Male. Female. 


Corfu, by - - - - 1361 258 
Cephalonia - - aie) ee eG 110 
Zante - “ - = (055 214 
Santa Maura - . - 707 30 
Ithaca - - - - - 561 60 
Cerigo - - Ps - 542 hr 
Paxo - - - ey Al 32 


It will be seen, upon reference to a former part of this report, that the 
quantity of oil exported during the year 1851 fell short of that exported in 
1850, and that the value of the currants exported during the year 1851 scarcely 
exceeded that exported during the year 1850; nevertheless the amount of 
custom-house duties levied upon the importation of British and colonial produce 
have continued to increase, affording additional evidence of an increased demand 
for island consumption. 


It is equally certain that the demand for such articles in Albania and the 
neighbouring Ottoman provinces goes on increasing, and that this place has 
become the entrepdt of that commerce. 


The observations relative to the influence of complicated tenures, and a bad 
law of real property, upon agriculture, contained in the reports of former years, 
are, if possible, more applicable now than formerly, owing to the uncertainty 
occasioned by the attempts so constantly made to set aside the provisions of the 
civil code upon thjs important subject. Yet under these serious disadvantages, 
and the want of capital, agriculture is extending itself, and is improving in 
Corfu, and there is reason to hope that the pernicious practice of forcing the 
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IONIAN ISLANDS. san into the currant branches by means of a circular incision upon the branch. 


SIERRA LEONE. 


— 


No 24. 


which prevails in the Morea, and has been partially adopted in Zante, will be 
entirely abandoned in these islands. Before quitting the subject, it may not be 
out of place to state that the currant vines throughout the Morea have been 
affected by the disease which appeared in Italy last year, and that the malady 
has penetrated even to these islands; also, that the Indian corn crop will be 
short, owing to the want of rain in the spring. 


Population. 


The returns show a trifling increase, but the impossibility of obtaining any- 
thing like correct information with respect to numbers makes it imprudent to 
trust to them. There is, however, no reason to believe that the population has 


decreased. 
PoruLaTIon RetuRN for the Years 1850 and 1851. 
Tsland. 1850. 
Males. Males. Females. 
Corfu - - - - - | 87,586 | 32,532 | 37,970 | 32,915 
Cephalonia - - - - | 37,520 |} 80,750 | 38,294 
Zante - - - - | 21,866.| 18,798 | 20,820 
Santa Maura - - - - 9,866 8,589 9,981 
Ithaca - - - - 5,797 5,312 5,849 
Cerigo - - - - - 6,759 5,801 6,800 
Paxo - = - = - 2,685 2,405 2,708 


121,549 | 104,187 | 122,422 | 104,276 
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No. 24 


(No. 83.) 


Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Macponatp to the Right Hon. 
Sir Joun’S. Paxineton Bart. 


Government House, Sierra Leone, 
June 26, 1852. 
(Received August 11, 1852.) 
Apvertine to my despatch No. 59, of the 5th April last, transmitting 
the original Blue Book of this colony for the year 1851, 1 have now the honour 
to forward herewith the duplicate thereof, accompanied by the usual annual 
report. 


Sir, 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) NORMAN MACDONALD, 
The Right Hon. Sir J. S. Pakington, Bart., Governor. 


&ce. &e. &c. 


Report on the Annuat Buus Boox for the Colony of Sierra Leone for 
the Year 1851. 


In the report which accompanied the Blue Book of this colony for the year 
1850, and which embraced within its observations the two years 1849 and 1850, 
I entered into so full a consideration and analysis, as well of the several returns 
embodied in that work as of the various subjects of interest connected with the 
colony, not merely with reference to those two years only, but in a comparison 
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between them and the nine preceding ones, that it appears to me to be scarcely 
necessary, with the several official data, brought down as they are in the report 
above alluded to, to the very latest period, that in my present one I should 
travel beyond the year immediately under review, excepting only when a 
necessary comparison between it and any of its predecessors on any point or 
matter of importance may call for comment or explanatory remark. I shall, 
therefore, confine the following observations as much as possible to the general 
progress and condition of the colony during the past year as exhibited in the 
accompanying Blue Book; and, for the sake of easy reference, I purpose 
adhering in the following explanatory remarks to the order in which the various 
returns and departments of the Government were brought under review in my 
last year’s report. 


Taxes and Duties. 


No alteration whatever has taken place during the past year in the tariff of 
duties levied by the customs department, either as to character, classification, 
or rate. It remains the same in every respect as detailed in my preceding 
report for 1849 and 1850; and if a comparison between the amounts of revenue 
collected in 1850 and 1851 respectively be a fair criterion, there certainly does 
not exist any reason for supposing that the existing tariff of customs duties has 
acted prejudicially for the financial interests of the colony. 

To the schedule of taxes levied by the local Government direct, and without 
the intervention of the customs department, an addition has been made in the 
item of house and land tax; and although, owing to the ordinance imposing 
this tax not having come into operation until the 1st of January of this year, its 
produce could not be brought to account in the general revenue return for 
1851, it may, nevertheless, not be out of place for me here to remark, that it 
has been prolific beyond my most sanguine expectations, and promises to be a 
most fruitful source of revenue. 


Revenue. 


The revenue collected by the customs department, and paid into the 
colonial chest for the year 1851, amounted to the sum of 16,2171. 8s. 4d. against 
12,9741. ‘7s. 7d. for the year 1850; and these totals have resulted for each year, 
respectively, from receipts under the following general heads of revenue, 
namely,— 


1851. 1850, 
1. Imports (duties on) £14,607 3 10 against £11,923 15 0 
2. Tonnage - - 900 15 OO. 722 11 3G 
3. Light dues - - 394 18 3 ,, 106 11 6 
4. Auction ditto - Sisal 4. 3, 167-30 
5. Quarantine - - - = = 54 2. 3 


£16,217 8 4 against £12,974 7 7 


Showing an excess of revenue in favour of 185i of 3,243/. Os. Qd. 

The foregoing heads of customs revenue have been subjected in the Abstract 
of the Net Revenue and Expenditure to a further division in detail, which, how- 
ever, it is scarcely necessary to recapitulate here, it being, I presume, sufficient 
to show in this report that the customs revenue for the past year has not 
sustained any diminution, a fact which, I submit, is most satisfactorily esta- 
blished by the foregoing figures, which prove it to have increased some 3,000. 
more than that of 1850. 

The local revenue, as distinguished from customs revenue, amounted in 1851 
to 4,640/. 18s. 4$d., against 4,861/. 16s. 7d. in 1850, showing a slight falling off 
in the last year of some 200/. It is comprised under the following general 
heads of service (which are subjected to a further subdivision in the returns 
proper to the revenue), and shows the following result for the year 1851 :— 
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1851 1850 

Fuel healer ae Sin ile 
1. Licences - - - 1,880 10 0O 1,748 0 0 
2. Rents ” - = 444 10 O 561.8) 0 
8. Horse and carriage tax - 174 0 O 172 Oo 0 
4. ee gia ang fees a 485 5 0 465 16 1 
5. Fees of office - - - 170 10 O 10S 18) 0 
6. Sale of Government property —- 1 a 6 8 3 
7. Reimbursement in aid of revenue 438 3 1 889 17 6 
8. Miscellaneous receipts - - 21 19 11 54 0 @ 
9. Deposits (available) —- + 1,015.12 10} 155 16. 7 
10. Loans - - - — 700 O O 


£4,640 18 44 4,861 16 7 


It may be necessary here to explain, with reference to the apparent great 
falling of in 1851 in the item of “ Reimbursements in aid of the Government” 
(No. 7.) as compared with the sum received under that head for 1850, that if 
there has been a decrease in the amount so received, so also has there been 
an equivalent decrease in the outlay, on the part of the local Government, 
which these reimbursements are intended to cover; indeed, in the items above 
enumerated, those from 1 to 6 inclusive, and No. 8, are alone clear sources of 
revenue ; the other items, Nos. 7, 9, and 10, are receipts to cover expenditure 
already incurred ; such, for instance, as the treatment of liberated Africans, and 
sick seamen in the Colonial Hospital (No.7.), the amount of which depends 
entirely upon the number of patients medically treated; and ‘ Loans” and 
‘© Deposits” (Nos. 9.and 10.), which last, although available for the time, have 
to be refunded, and cannot therefore be properly classed as positive revenue. 
The foregoing remark appears to me to be necessary to prevent its being 
supposed that, because larger amounts under the items quoted above were 
received in 1850 than in 1851, the local revenue must consequently have 
suffered, in a pecuniary point of view, to that extent in the latter year, which is 
not the case. 

A recapitulatory view of the revenue for 1851 places it therefore thus :— 


Gross revenue under all heads - . - £28,869 13 3h 
From which must be deducted— 
Parliamentary grant - - £4,465 16 8 
Cost of liberated African department 3,545 9 11 
ee es ee ee, 
Making a total local revenue of - 20,858 6 8} 
Of which the customs yielded —- - - 16,217 8 4 
Leaving as levied from other sources - - 4,640 18 44 


I find that the total revenue collected during the eleven years, from 1840 to 
1850 inclusive, gives the following annual averages ; namely :— 


Gross revenue under all heads’ - - £17,606 9 6 
Of which the customs levied - - =. L2.2V7 1S Ul 
And from other sources - - - 5,388 10 62 


It will therefore be apparent that the revenue for the year 1851 can bear a 
most favourable comparison with the averages above quoted, with the exception 
only of that portion of it raised from local sources, and which fall short of the 
general average by some 2001. 

I may also here observe that. the gross revenue of the colony for the past 
year is, with the exception of the two years 1845 and 1848, the largest levied 
during the past twelve years; and I desire to draw attention to that significant 
and gratifying fact, as well as to its having exceeded the revenue of the year 
immediately preceding it, by over 3,000/., because it was ominously prophesied 
here when the additional duties (customs) ordinance was passed, in order to 
raise the ways and means for extricating the colony from debt, that the result 
of the operation of that ordinance would be inimical in a twofold degree to the 
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commerce and financial interests of the colony. That, in the first place, it would SIERRA LEONE, 
not answer the purpose for which it was introduced; and secondly, that it i 
would cause a serious decrease in the revenue, and add to the pecuniary embar- 
rassments of the colony, rather than aid in their removal. 

The foregoing figures, however, will prove, far more satisfactorily than any 
special pleading in favour of the ordinance in question, that a happier result 
has attended its working, and consequently that the alarmists took fright 
unnecessarily ; for not only has the ordinance answered most fully the end for 
which it was intended, namely, the paying off the heavy debts of the colony, 
but, curiously enough, the revenue has actually increased over 3,000/. during 
the one year of its operation, instead of sustaining deterioration. 

The estimated revenue for the year 1851 was fixed at 29,4071. 3s., being only 
about 500/. more than was realized. 


Expenditure. 


The gross expenditure of the colony (exclusive of course of the military 
establishment) forthe year 1851, was as follows :— 


Paid by parliamentary grant - - - £4,465 16 8 
N trom local revenue - - - 23,5386 5 2h 
Total - 28,002 1 10} 
which is in excess of the estimated expenditure by the sum of 880/. 2s. 104d. 
Between the estimated revenue - - £29,407 3 O 
And the estimated expenditure - - ~ 27,121 19 0 


An excess of revenue over expenditure is shown of 2,285 4 O 


But between the revenue actually realized - - 28,869 13 31 
And the expenditure actually incurred - - 28,002 1 10} 
There is a surplus revenue of — - - - 807° 11,:3 


or within a small amount of the difference, as shown above, between the actual 
and the estimated expenditure; it is therefore clear that the expenditure has 
not exceeded the revenue for the past year. 
This is satisfactorily established by the following statement :— 
The gross expenditure shown in the Blue Book is £28,002 1 10} 
From which must be deducted— 
Paid by parliamentary grant - ~£4,465 16 8 
», for liberated African department - 3,545 9 11 
—— 8,011 6 7 


Total net expenditure for 1851 paid by local funds £19,990 15 34 


Now if from the net local revenue, as already defined, be deducted the net 
expenditure borne by that revenue, the account will stand thus :— 


Net total local revenue for 1851 - - £20,858 6 81 
% expenditure ,, - - - 19,990 15 3} 
Excess of revenue over expenditure - - #807 11.05 


The heaviest item of expenditure, exclusive of course of the cost of the fixed 
establishments, during the past year, has been the sum of 3,100/. paid to the 
military chest, in liquidation of the debt by the colony to the Commissariat, and 
if that amount (which can scarcely be considered as a customary item in the 
current expenses of the colony) be deducted from the aggregate outlay for the 
past year, it will be seen that the legitimate expenditure has not exceeded in 
amount the annual average of the last eleven years, thus :— 

The net expenditure proper to the colonial fund 
for the year 1851 was - -- - #& 19,990 15° 3 
From which deduct payment of debt to Commissariat 3,100 0 O 

And the ordinary expenditure’ of the colony for 
the past year will be - - - £16,890 15 3 


which is '750/. under the usual average. 
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Imports. 


It is gratifying for me to have to notice the fact that the estimated value of 
the imports of the colony for the year 1851 exceeds that of the preceding year 
by over 5,500/. 

The imports for 1851 being - - £108,477 15 38 
And for 1850 - - - 97,891 13 3 

The imports for 1851 are divided, and placed in juxta-position with those for 

1850, as hereunder, namely :— 


1851. 1850. 
ee 8.) de Ao) a 0: 
From Great Britain - 85,563 3 3 against 74,812 18 10 


», British colonies oe (Sales. 27 + 6,095 18 -7 

SEN Sees Ee 98 600.4 6 4S, ARE 0 0 

» Foreign states - 1,462 10 11 - 2,857 0 10 
Showing that, while the imports from Great Britain and the United States have 
increased during the past year in the aggregate between 11,000/. and 12,000/., 
those from the British colonies and foreign states have fallen off between 5,000/. 
and 6,000/.; the decrease in the value of the imports from British colonies 
being very remarkable, amounting as it does to over 4,000/. 

The total value of the imports for 1851, however, stands, I am happy to 
perceive, considerably above the annual average for the last eleven years, 
and is, with the exception of the three years, 1845, 1846, and 1847, the greatest 
during the past twelve years. 

Having already noticed the alarm which was needlessly taken to the passing 
of the Extra and Additional Duties (customs) Ordinance, which came into 
operation on the Ist of January 1851, I think that the foregoing statement 
of the satisfactory condition of the import trade of the colony will be held to be 
an additional satisfactory proof, if further proof be wanting, that the provisions 
of that ordinance, and which, be it remembered, could only affect the imports 
for local consumption, have in no way impeded (on a comparison between the 
imports of 1851 and those of the three years immediately preceding it, when 
no such additional duties were levied,) the onward progress of the commerce 
of the colony. 

Exports. 
The value of the exports for 1851 is stated at 80,366/. 17s., against 


115,141/. 15s. 1d. for 1850, showing a decrease to the amount of 35,000/. 
The exports for those two years stand relatively thus :— 


1851. 1850. 
£ a od. £ ie oe 
To Great Britain - - 43,068 10 4 against 42,924 9 5 
» British colonies - 12,882 12 6 i 24,740 8 8 
» United States of er cee TR 
ig oe J 18,351 211 4, | 26,975 7 10 
Foreign states - 11,064 11 8 Ps 20,500 19 2 


9 

Showing that while during the past year the exports to Great Britain only 
have slightly increased as compared with 1850, those to all other parts are 
nearly double in 1850 what they stand at in 1851. 

If judged, therefore, by the return of exports in the Blue Book, the past year 
cannot be considered a favourable one, the value of the exports having fallen by 
some 17,000/. under the annual average of the last eleven years. 

It must, however, in justice be borne in mind while considering this subject, 
that whereas all imports, even of articles for subsequent exportation for con- 
sumption in the neighbouring territories, are duly entered at the customs, a very 
large proportion of the exports are not so reported ; it being a well-known fact 
very many vessels load annually in the neighbouring rivers with produce for 
various parts of the world, and on account of the resident merchants of the 
colony, but which are nevertheless not cleared outwards at the custom-house ; 
and consequently no account of their cargoes can be included in the return of 
exports, which only shows the exports of those vessels cleared by the customs. 
If it were possible, which it is not, to compel every vessel loaded at the factories 
in the various rivers in the vicinity of the colony, and belonging to the merchants 
ot’ the colony, to be cleared outwards at the custom-house, a correct return of 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 177 


the exports would then be obtainable, and no such 
the return of exports as is now apparent would exist. 


glaring discrepancy in SIERRA LEONE. 


The following is a return of the principal articles of export and their value 
in sterling, the growth, produce, and manufacture of Sierra Leone and the West 


Coast of Africa, for the years 1851 and 1850. 


Articles, 


Arrowroot = 5 , 43 os 
Beeswax - = a if f 5 
Benniseed - * = é é 
Barwood - = é Z e 
Camwood. = = a S e 
Coffee - : “4 - é 
Gum. copal - - - 2 rs L 
Ground nuts = z 29 ¥ 
Ground oil = “ z ss 
Ginger - ig Ae - a ‘ 
Hides and skins - a : - E 
Ivory - - = i S : 
Ox horns - = “ 2 2 s 


Peppers (generally) - 7 : 
Palm oil - 


Palm nuts = <3 & a : 
Palm-nut oil . 3 2 a x 
Rice - - - - 2 - 
Teak timber - - e a « 
Sundries - ERE es = s e 

Totals - ~ - £ 


498 
964 1,952 
459 417 
see 225 
3,094 4,466 
105 2,288 
748 1,071 
6,491 17,867 
661 2,945 
7,833 11,818 
7,300 10,832 
746 15,586 
5 17 
1,809 4,721 
16,838 24,970 
348 439 
= 340 
711 839 
22,298 11,648 
seis 55 
70,908 113,114 


This return, it will be seen, exhibits a decrease in the value of the exports 
enumerated, in 1851, as compared with 1850, to the large sum of over 42,0001. 
This deficit, however, is, [am happy to say, not real, and is susceptible of 


considerable reduction and of easy explanation. 


In the first place, in searching for a reasonable solution for so unaccountable 
a fluctuation in the export of the staple articles of commerce between two con- 
secutive years, I discovered two errors of a considerable magnitude in the cus- 


toms export return of 1850. 


These errors are to be found under the items of “coffee” and “ivory ;” the 
quantity of each returned as exported in 1850 being stated, the first, as of the 


value of 2,288/., and the latter of 15,5861., against 1051. 
7461. of the latter in 1851. 


of the former, and only 


It appears, however, on inquiry, that neither of these items was a bona fide 
export from the colony, nor from the neighbouring -rivers, on account of or by 
any of the merchants of the colony for 1850, but that they respectively formed 
portions of the cargoes of two vessels which put in here in distress on their way 
to England from the Gold Coast during that year; and they were erroneously 
included in the return of exports from this colony, the vessels in question having 


entered inwards and outwards at the custom-house here. 


It is therefore clear, that the gross value of the exports exhibited in the 
before-quoted return for 1850 must be reduced by the amount of those two 
items ; and the true account between the two years will stand thus :— 

Aggregate estimated value of staple articles of commerce 


exported in 1850 - 


Deduct— 


Estimated value of ivory erroneously included as 
exported from Sierra Leone - - - 
Do. - coffee - do. - “ - - 


Correct estimated: value of those exports for 1850 
Do. value of like exports for 1851 - 


* - £113,114 
£15,586 
2,288 

Aas 17,874 

ot Pe 95,240 

; 70,908 

- =~ £24,332 


Leaving a falling-off in 1851 to be accounted for of 
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This remaining deficit against the exports of 1851 is explained by the fact, 
that the merchants who found it a remunerative speculation to export to the 
English and other markets large quantities of native produce in 1850 have, 
owing to the fluctuation of those markets, considered it safer to make their 
remittances and speculations partly in produce and partly in gold; and I have 
reason to believe that, if it were possible to arrive at the actual amount of gold 
exported hence by the merchants during the past year (but which, as that article 
is not entered at the customs, it would be impossible to ascertain, ) its value 
would be found to more than cover the deficiency which appears to exist between 


‘the value of the produce exports for 1850 and 1851. Indeed, with a marked 


increase in the imports, shipping, and revenue for 1851, as compared with 1850, 
satisfactorily established, it is not possible to entertain the belief that any dimi- 
nution of importance, in the aggregate value of the exports, could possibly have 
occurred between those two years. 


Shipping. 

During the year 1851, two hundred vessels reported inwards at the customs, 
representing 40,416 tons; being a very large increase over the tonnage inwards 
of the year 1850; the account under this head for the two years and from all 
parts standing thus :— 


1851. 1850. 
Ships. | Tonnage. Ships. Tonnage. 


From Great Britain 52 16,623 | against 27 10,190 


» British Colonies - 16 8,017 re 5 8,521 
» United States - - 18 3,406 is 12 1,908 
» Foreign States - -/ 114 12,370 me 78 10,817 

Totals for each year - | 200 40,416 % 122 | 26,436 


And the number of seamen employed in 1851 being 2,545 against 1,332 in 
1850. ; 

It will be seen from the above return that the number of foreign vessels 
which have entered the port of Sierra Leone during 1851 is almost double that 
for 1850. ‘This is to be attributed to the change in the navigation laws and to 
free trade ; a great many Greek vessels having, during the last year, entered the 
port laden, under charter, with coals for Her Majesty’s Government from Eng- 
lish outports,—a circumstance which had never previously occurred, the Greek 
flag never having been seen before 1851 in the waters of the colony. 

The number of foreign vessels visiting this port has been steadily on the 
increase since the alteration in the navigation laws. 

In 1849 they amounted to 36 
"1850 z 78 
1851 9 114 
being nearly double each year. 

The amount of shipping, too, from Great Britain is double, and from the 
British colonies treble during the past year what it was in 1850, thus proclaim- 
ing, beyond cavil or contradiction, the existence of a wholesome and _ progres- 
sively increasing trade belonging to or ultimately connected with this colony. 

The state of the shipping outwards for the year 1851 will be found here- 
under, against which I have placed that for 1850. 


1850. 


Ships. Tons. 


To Great Britain = - . 38 against 16 4,424 
» British Colonies - Ly, ss 7 5,859 
» United States - 8 ‘i 8 1,250 
» Foreign States - 156 ne 108 13,944 

Total - 219 ee 139 25,477. 
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and the number of seamen 2,618 for 1851 against 1,390 for 1850; evidencing a 
very marked increase in the number of ships and tons employed in the export trade 
of the colony for 1851 as compared with 1850, and verifying also the correct- 
ness of the opinion which I hazarded last year, that when the trade and com- 
merce of the colony had recovered from the rude shock under which it suffered in 
the years 1849 and 1850, owing to the French revolution of 1848, a great 
increase would be at once observable in the amount of shipping visiting.the 
colony and neighbouring coast in the prosecution of legitimate commerce. 
The total shipping and tonnage inwards and outwards for 1851 stand thus: 


Ships. Tonnage. 


Tnwards. Outwards, Total, Tnwards. Outwards, Total. 


200 2197 419 40,416 36,950 77,366 


being an amount of shipping and tonnage considerably in advance of former 
years. 


Trade and Commerce. 


It will be apparent from the foregoing statements, establishing the progress- 
ing prosperity of the colony, that its trade and commerce cannot have 
deteriorated in any way during the past year. On the contrary, it is to the 
fresh stimulus which it has received that the increase in the revenue is to be 
attributed ; and a calm and dispassionate survey and consideration of the past 
authorizes the hope, and I may say the conviction, that, conducted on a fair 
and equitable basis, the commerce of the colony will continue to increase from 
year to year. 

Whether it will remain in the hands of the European merchants of the 
colony, as it almost entirely is at present, is, I think, very problematical. 
Many of the wealthier liberated Africans resident in Freetown have already 
become large importers, and it will not be long ere they turn exporters on their 
own account, instead of leaving that branch of commerce almost exclusively to 
the European merchant. One thing certain is, that the number of liberated 
Africans engaged in commerce is annually on the increase, and where one of 
that class imported a single bale of goods fifteen or twenty years ago, numbers 
of them at the present day import whole cargoes ; and as their trade expenses 
and their mode of living is considerably under those of the European 
merchants, they will necessarily, being a thrifty race, and in comparative 
short space of time, amass wealth, and eventually, and at no very distant 
period, become the real merchants of the colony. 


Agriculture and Stock. 


The agricultural returns of the Blue Book cannot, I regret to say, be relied 
on, owing, as I have already remarked in my last year’s report, to the utter 
impossibility of obtaining anything approximating to a correct return of the 
quantity of land under cultivation, the crops raised and saved, and the stock 
reared on it annually by the natives. 

These returns are, I have not the slightest doubt, prepared by the managers 
of the rural districts as correctly as the defective means at their disposal enable 
them, but in the existing state of society here, it is wholly impracticable to 
obtain from the inhabitants employed in agriculture anything like correct 
information respecting either the quantity of land they have under cultivation 
or the quantity or value of the produce or stock raised on it. Nor, indeed, will 
the existing difficulties on this head be removed until the people are so far 
advanced in civilization as to be themselves convinced of the necessity of keep- 
ing an accurate account of their agricultural proceedings, their outlay and 
receipts, their gains and their losses. 

I have nothing to add to or alter in my observations in last year’s report on 
the subject of “ agriculture.” Any improvement, either as to the extent or 
mode in which agriculture is carried on by the native population, must depend 
upon the prospects held out to them of meeting with a ready and remunerating 
market for their produce ; and this will again depend in some measure upon the 
position which they themselves may assume in order to bring about a departure 
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from the existing system of conducting the produce barter trade of the colony, 
the injurious effects of which I have already noticed. : 

It is, however, purely a question of time; and although I regret that I 
cannot yet report any actual change for the better in the mode of conducting 
the barter trade, I am nevertheless glad to have it in my power to say that I 
have heard from unquestionable authority on this matter, that a step in the 
right direction has already been taken by the native agriculturalists towards 
placing the produce trade of the colony on a more equitable footing, and that, 
with the view of securing a fair return for their labour, very many of the liberated 
Africans engaged in the cultivation of the soil have come to a determination 
amongst themselves not to part with their produce except for a fair cash price. 

I received the foregoing information from a mercantile gentleman of long 
standing and largely engaged himself in the export produce trade, and he has 
assured me that, if the native growers are only true to themselves, and adhere 
steadily to the wise determination they have come to at last on this point, the 
resident merchants engaged in that trade must consent to a very material 
change in the generally existing system of conducting it, or they must relinquish 
it altogether, and let it be conducted by the rapidly increasing class of native 
merchants, who are successfully maintaining their position amongst the mercan- 
tile community of the colony. 

The price of produce has undergone no change from that quoted last year ; 
neither has any alteration taken place in the price of agricultural and predial 
labour. 

The returns for “ manufactures, mines, and fisheries” offering no new matter 
for observation or remark, I shall proceed to that of 


Legislation. 


The following ordinances have been passed by the Legislative Council during 
the year 1851, and have received the Royal Assent':— 

Ist. “ An ordinance for the summary punishment of persons guilty of petty 
thefts and frauds.” 

This ordinance, which enables the police magistrate to deal summarily with 
petty cases of larceny (limited, however, to the value of 10s.), which formerly 
were sent, at a great expenditure of time and money, to the court of quarter 
sessions, has worked most beneficially for the community; for, in addition to 
the immense saving which has been effected in the outlay for the maintenance 
of that class of prisoners, committed formerly for trial, the punishment of 
offenders, which was somewhat precarious under the former system, is rendered 
certain and speedy now, and a considerable diminution in that class of crime is 
consequently very perceptible. 

2nd. ‘* An ordinance for raising a tax on lands and houses within the colony 
of Sierra Leone.” 

In consequence of this ordinance requiring some alteration and amendment 
before it received Her Majesty’s confirmation, the delay which was thereby 
occasioned prevented its coming into operation until the 1st of the present year ; 
its results will therefore form the subject more properly of comment and 
remark in the Blue Book Report for 1853. 

3d. “ An ordinance to provide for the civil list establishment of the colony 
of Sierra Leone for the year 1851 ;” and, 

4th. “ An ordinance to provide for the civil list establishment of the colony 
of Sierra Leone for the year 1852.” 

The titles of these ordinances sufficiently explain their purport, and do not 

call for further explanation or remark. 
oth. “ An ordinance to consolidate and amend the ordinances relating to the 
police of the town and suburbs of Freetown in the colony of Sierra Leone, 
and to extend its provisions thereof to the rural districts of the colony, and 
to facilitate the performance of the duties of justices of peace within the 
colony of Sierra Leone, both with respect to persons charged with indictable 
offences and also with respect to summary convictions and orders.” 
This ordinance is a most important one in every point of view, for until the 
year 1846 there was no local police ordinance whatever in the colony, the 
duties of the magistrates and police being conducted upon general principles, 
without any express enactment having been passed for their guidance. 

In that year the first local police ordinance the colony possessed was passed 
by the Legislative Council ; and in the year 1851 it was deemed necessary to 
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amend and extend it to the rural districts of the colony, thereby bringing the 
whole colony within the operation of clearly-defined police laws and regulations, 
and giving that necessary authority to the proceedings of the rural magistrates 
and others acting under their orders which they had not hitherto possessed. 
6th. ‘ An ordinance to compel the creditor to support his debtor whilst in 
aol.” 
E The necessity for passing this ordinance existed in the fact that by far the 
greater number of debtors confined in gaol, indeed all confined there at the 
suit of native creditors, were left entirely to the subscriptions of the charitable 
for support, and so long as the creditor was not required by law to contribute 
to the support of his debtor, he cared little how ill the latter fared, or how 
long his incarceration lasted. 

Sundry petitions on the foregoing subject, setting forth the severe privations 
which debtors generally had to undergo from the unfeeling conduct of their 
creditors, having been sent in to the local Government for its favourable con- 
sideration, and the facts set forth in those petitions having been fully established 
by the testimony of credible and disinterested parties, as also by the prac- 
titioners in the civil courts of the colony, the ordinance in question was 
passed in order to remove the evil complained of. It has been in operation 
some seven months, and not a single complaint from any quarter as to its 
injurious working (with reference to its supposed tendency to encourage dis- 
honest creditors in their refusal to discharge their debts) has as yet been made, 
neither do I anticipate any. On the contrary, I am of opinion, and that 
opinion is shared with the judge and the members of the colonial bar, that it 
will be the means of removing much that was harsh and cruel and discreditable 
in the former treatment of debtors by creditors, and of putting an end to that 
system of lengthened and vindictive imprisonment which was the characteristic 
result of legal proceedings in former years between those two classes of 
persons. 

Districts, Population, and Creeds. 

The districts into which the colony is divided have been already enumerated 
and defined in my last year’s report ; they have undergone no alteration. 

The return of the population of the colony for 1851, as compared with that 
for 1850, shows the following results :— 


1851, 1850. 
Districts. 2 ore tm 

Males. Females. Total. Females, Total. 

Freetown - - 9,436 8,591 18,027 7,614 16,679 
Ist Eastern - - 2,825 2,526 5,351 2,462 5,302 
2d Eastern - - 4,312 3,515 7,827 4,051 *8,878 
Western - - - 2,863 2,424 5,287 2,363 5,159 
Mountain - - 4,361 3,648 8,009 3,932 8,454 
23,797 | 20,704 | 44,501 / 20,422 | 44,472 


The above return shows a slight increase in the population for 1851 over 
1850, but so slight as not to deserve notice ; and the population of the colony 
for the last year is divided in the census as follows :— 

Ast. Trades and Occupations. 


Government officers (of all grades) - - - 289 
Merchants and clerks - 4 - . ’ 258 
Petty traders, hawkers, and pedlars_ - 5 “ « M719 
Farmers, farm labourers, and market people : - 17,421 
Grumettas, predial labourers, and house servants —- - 8,000 
Fishermen and native seamen - - . a 15989 
Mechanics - - - A - - =a 1801 
Washerwomen, sempstresses, &c. - - - 4,614 
‘Transient traders = = = - - 594 
School children - ~ - f - - 9,819 
Infants - - - - - - - 2,997 

44,501 


* This total is erroneously carried out in last year’s report as 9,878, consequently the gross total 
for that year is 1,000 more than it ought to be. 
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2nd. Races. 


Europeans - - - . - - 125 
Maroons ° - - - - - Z - 73 
Nova Scotians - - - - - - 112 
Liberated Africans - - - - - - 20,461 
Native Creoles - - - - . - 21,250 
West Indians” - - - - - - - 95 
Americans - - - - - - 64 
Kroomen - - - - - 555 
Native strangers - - - - - - 1,766 

44,501 


8d. Creeds. 


Episcopalians - - - - - 13,863 
Presbyterians - - - - - - 5 
Wesleyan Methodists - - - - 13,946 
* African Methodists - - - - a”, “S184 
Baptists - - - - : - - 462 
Lady Huntingdon’s connexion - . - - 2,849 
Roman Catholics - - - - - 46 
Jews - - - - - - 3 
Mahommedans~ - - - - - «” 25001 
Pagans - - - - - - - 6,192 
44,501 
Emigration. 


The tide of emigration has run very sluggishly during the year 1851, owing 
to the fixed determination of the settled population not to emigrate; and to the 
very small number of captured Africans brought up to the colony. 

The following return will show the number of Africans brought to the colony 
during the past year, and their disposal :— 


Remaining in L. A. B 
Department and Hospital % si Disposal in 1851. 
on 31st December 1850. | of 2 
= g ie 
Be 3 8 | | Remarks 
ges | 2 | . we 
ra aa ; pe aS 
Tn Department. o=8 > a. vd 3 | a 3g pe ois 
a Te ae eee ee ae ee: 
e |sef| 2] 2/21/3212] be | 2 
§ |adss8} al] a |All} s}/Al ae | & 
None in the de- | 21 626 | 647 | 434 | 27 | 92 |— | 82] 12 | 647 |*Having  re- 
partment yard fused to emi- 
at this date. grateor enlist. 


A ee eee 
As emigration from this colony depends solely on the number of captured 
Africans sent up to it for emancipation, it follows that as the slave trade 
decreases so also will emigration fall off, until the total extinction of the former 
puts a final stop to the latter ; for so deep rooted are the prejudices of the old 
inhabitants to the measure, that no argument or inducement will move them 
from their fixed purpose of not emigrating themselves, or permitting any of 
their families to emigrate. The measure may therefore exist so long as the 
slave trade continues to supply emancipated Africans as emigrants ; when 
that source of supply is exhausted, Government must be prepared for a total 
cessation of emigration from this colony. 
ee ee eve ek ane Nh 


* Seceders from the Wesleyan connexion, but styling themselves “ Methodists.” 
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Education and Schoals. 


[ regret sincerely that I cannot report any departure from, or change for the 
better in, the existing very defective system of education pursued at the Church 
Missionary schools in this colony. 1 allude here more especially to their two 
principal establishments, the one at Fourah Bay, under the superintendence 
of the Reverend Edward Jones, the other the Grammar School at Freetown, 
under the charge of the Reverend Mr. Peyton. 

The subject of educating the African youth has, I am happy to say, been 
under the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government for some time past, with 
the view of inducing the adoption by the Church Missionary Society of a more 
sound and useful course of education, one better adapted to the mental capaci- 
ties of the youths intrusted to their care and training, and more suited to the 
real wants and requirements of this colony than a smattering and parrot-like 
education in Hebrew, Greek, Latin, and the higher branches of a mathematical 
education can possibly be for ages to come. 

I have already brought under the uotice of the colonial minister the officially 
recorded opinions of those on the spot competent of forming a correct estimate 
of this subject, as to the useless and hopeless expenditure of time and means in 
attempting to bestow on the native youths of this colony an education at best 
but superficial, and in no way calculated to advance, generally speaking, their 
own interests in after life, or to make them useful members of a community 
amongst whom their future lot will be cast. And I earnestly hope that Her 
Majesty’s Government will not lose sight of this all important subject, nor 
cease to urge the necessity of a radical change in the existing erroneous system 
of education upon the serious notice of the parent missionary societies in 
England, until it succeeds in bringing about so highly desirable a result. 

While I feel it my duty to condemn, as every unprejudiced man practically 
conversant from local experience with its results must do, the missionary 
system of education as now pursued in this colony, I should be doing an act of 
injustice to the body of missionaries generally, were I not at the same time to 
record my conviction that they have largely contributed in extending the 
blessings of civilization to the native population of this colony. But, while I 
most willingly bear testimony to the great good which has resulted from their 
labours, I cannot shut my eyes to the lamentable errors of their educational 
system, nor be silent on a subject of such deep interest to the future generations 
of this important colony ; the more so, as I have great reason for entertaining 
the belief that there are to be found amongst their own number those who are 
as satisfied as I, and all right thinking men are, of the necessity of a total 
change in that system. 

Where the fault lies, whether with themselves or their parent societies at 
home, I shall not now stop to determine; but I cannot but think it a matter 
for deep and sincere regret that a body so eminently calculated as the mis- 
sionary body is to do good on an extended and liberal scale should perti- 
naciously adhere to a system which will not bear examination, and which is 
every day bearing testimony against itself and them. 

There were fifty-six schools in operation throughout the colony during the 
year 1851, at which there attended 6,586 scholars of both sexes. 


Crime. 
It is with unfeigned pleasure that I point to the following return, which 
shows a marked decrease in the amount of crime during the past year. 


Return of total Number of Criminals indicted, convicted, acquitted, or not proceeded against at 
the General Quarter Sessions of the peace for the colony of Sierra Leone for the year 1851. 


2 r Not proceeded 
Indicted. Convicted, Acquitted. against, 
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Markets. 

New Gaol. * 
Court Hall. 
Police Court. 
Police Stations. 
General Hospital. 


Additional Tanks. 


Bridges, &c. 
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There has not been a single case of murder in 1851, and of “other felonies”. 
the number of committals amounts to exactly one-half of similar offences 
committed in 1850. 

The decrease of crime is, in my opinion, mainly to be attributed to the effective 
working of the Summary Jurisdiction Ordinance already referred to under the 
head of ‘ Legislation,” and which has done more to put down crime than any 
other legislative measure introduced in the colony, and although necessarily 
many of the cases which would, previous to the ordinance in question coming 
into operation, have been sent to the quarter sessions for trial, are now sum- 
marily disposed of at the police court (thereby accounting in some measure 
for the difference between the amount of crime for the two consecutive years 
apparent on the face of the above return), I have nevertheless good reason 
for stating that the effect of that ordinance has been to cause a marked decrease 
in the commission of crime generally ; and that to its working is to be attri- 
buted, in avery great measure, the very gratifying result exhibited in the return 
in question. 


Public Buildings, Roads, &c. 


In my last year’s report an enumeration of the public buildings of the colony 
was given ; which it is not necessary to repeat in this one. 

All of these buildings have suffered more or less from the want of means to 
keep them in a thorough and efficient state of repair, owing to the local Govern- 
ment having had to devote every available shilling towards wiping off the debt 
due by the colony to the commissariat chest. 

No repairs or works, therefore, but those of urgent necessity for the actual 
preservation of the buildings, were effected during the last year; while at the 
same time many highly necessary works for the benefit of the colony have, 
of necessity, not been commenced for want of funds. Now, however, that the 
colony is freed from debt, I earnestly hope that nothing will occur to impede 
the commencement and completion of those necessary public buildings (some 
of which are noted in the margin), the want of which is very much felt, and 
all of which have already received the approving sanction of Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

While, however, the Government works have, for the foregoing reason, been 
standing still, 1 am happy to say that private buildings of a good and substantial 
character, and principally the property of the native population, have been 
rapidly on the increase ; and in a very few years more, Freetown will be able 
to bear favourable comparison, with reference to its substantial private resi- 
dences, with any town in Her Majesty’s inter-tropical colonies. 

‘This increase in the number of good houses speaks volumes in favour of the 
progressive improvement in the social condition of the native population, more 
especially of the liberated Africans, who are principally the proprietors of these 
buildings, are a shrewd, industrious, and consequently a rapidly improving 
race, and are generally speaking infinitely before either maroons or settlers in 
all that constitutes a thriving population. 


Concluding Remarks. 


In bringing this report to a conclusion, I venture to hope that, on a calm and 
dispassionate review of the past and present condition of the colony, it will be 
admitted there is great reason for thankfulness and congratulation; and that 
good grounds exist also for warranting the conclusion that it is steadily 
and perceptibly advancing, morally, socially, commercially, and financially. 

It has happily remained at peace and on terms of friendly intercourse with 
the neighbouring and independent native chiefs, all of whom are beginning to 
be convinced that their own influence, power, and prosperity are in a very great 
measure dependent upon how they stand with the local Government ; and they 
are therefore, generally speaking, all anxious to secure the good opinion 
and confidence of this Government, knowing that in doing so they are securely 
advancing their own interests. 

It has also considerably extended the field of its moral influence, by con- 
cluding during the past year, and on behalf of Her Majesty, treaties of a most 
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important character for the abolition of the slave trade, the protection of SIERRA LEONE. 


legitimate commerce, and the extension of British jurisdiction, with chiefs 
who have hitherto sternly rejected all overtures to induce them to forego their 
inhuman traffic, and to enter into friendly relations with the British Government. 
And although it will of necessity require much time yet, and the exercise of a 
firm though conciliatory tone in all our dealings with them, in order to remove 
all their native prejudices and jealousies, and to impress them fully with the 
superiority of English customs and laws over their own barbarous rites and 
practices, there is nevertheless very great reason to hope that every year’s 
intercourse with them will tend very perceptibly to the removal of existing 
petty difficulties and differences, and will knit still more strongly and indissolubly 
together the joint inferests of this colony and the neighbouring states, in terms 
of lasting and friendly reciprocity. 
(Signed) NORMAN MACDONALD, 

Government House, Governor. 

Sierra Leone, June 26, 1852. 


GOLD COAST. 


(No. 20.—Colonial.) : No. 25. 


Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Hixx to Earl Grey. 


Cape Coast Castle. 
My Lorp, (Received July 9, 1852.) 
I nave the honour to transmit herewith in duplicate the Blue Book for 

the year 1851. 

2. Having only assumed this government towards the close of the past year, 
I am not in a position to make so full a Report.on the contents of this annual 
financial statement as I should have wished, and therefore I must beg your 
Lordship’s indulgence for the brevity of the observations I feel myself justified 
in offering for your Lordship’s consideration. 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL, 
&. &.° &c, Governor. 


Report on the Annual Biur Boox of the Gop Coast for the Year 1851. 


Population. 


As no census of the inhabitants has ever been taken, the natives refusing 
that their numbex. should be counted, erroneously supposing the motive for so 
doing was for the purpose of giving freedom to their domestic slaves, it is 
impossible to arrive at any correct estimate of the population ; but taking into 
consideration the opinions of men who have resided many years in this country, 
and travelled much, I am led to conclude that the total number may be put 
down as at least amounting to 400,000 under British protection, occupying 
about 8,000 square miles of country. The numerical increase must be great, 


as there are no causes to diminish the numbers, excepting a decay of nature 
from old age. 


Agriculture. 


A spirit for agricultural pursuits is manifesting itself throughout these settle- 
ments, and the planting of cotton occupies the attention of many influential 
persons, with every prospect of success to the experiment ; and as the staple is 
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GOLD COAST. 


Dated Feb, 28, 1852. 
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superior, the pods abundant, and the plants looking healthy, it may confidently 
be hoped that the crops will prove remunerative, in which case the native 
population may be induced to cultivate the vast tracts of land now under 
primeval bush, giving thereby employment to the people, inducing to a spirit 
of honest industry, and, in a sanitary pointiof view, improving the country, by 
the clearance of so much rank vegetation, which in its present state creates 
malaria and consequent fever and ague. One gentleman, who had charge of the 
largest plantation, has taken home five hundredweight of the cotton as a speci- 
men of the first produce, to test its value in the English market; and should 
the quality be approved of, and the price enable the planter to compete with 


. foreign produce, I have no doubt but that in a few years hence cotton will be 


exported from this coast in great abundance, as the plant is indigenous to the 
country, the soil very rich and productive, and manual labour very cheap, the 
subsistence for an able-bodied man being paid at the rate of twopence halfpenny 
per diem. I should also add, that in case of very extended operations, either 
wind or water power can be commanded throughout these settlements, and mills 
be erected at a comparatively moderate expense. 

In addition to cotton and the many vegetables and fruits peculiar to this coast, 
it would appear that the soil is remarkably adapted for the growth of the grape, 
as is shown in a very interesting report on this subject made by the Rev. Mr. 
Freeman, superintendent of the Wesleyan Mission, which report I have annexed 
herewith, being a report, furnished at my request, of an industrial agricultural 
school established at Beulah, and situated about eight miles in the interior from 
Cape Coast Castle. Although it is impossible from the nature of the country to 
give any correct statement as to the number of acres of land under cultivation, yet 
it is admitted by all, and cannot be denied, that each successive year additional 
ground has been cleared and cultivated. One chief has signified his intention 
of clearing land and ‘employing 1,500 men in the planting and cultivation of 
cotton, and I have little or no doubt this spirited effort will induce many others 
to follow the example, and if carried out with proper energy and perseverance 
must amply remunerate the planter. 


Climate. 


Since the adoption of the system of giving quinine in large doses during the 
hot stage, fever has been comparatively mild in its effects, and is not now con- 
sidered by the medical men as the dangerous disease it proved itself to be under 
the old treatment ; but I regret that I am obliged to remark that dysentery very 
frequently proves fatal, and few persons who reside on the Gold Coast for any 
length of time escape its effects. 


Education. 


The Wesleyan Mission Society expend 5,000/. on the Gold Coast annually 
for the purposes of education and spread of Christianity, and it is a source of 
gratification to find, on reference to the statistics furnished by the superin- 
tendent, Mr. Freeman, that the number of attendants on public worship during 
this year amounted to 6,025 persons, with a total of 1,045 boys and girls as 
pupils at the mission schools throughout the coast ; added to these numbers are 
158 boys who attended the Castle School, which is kept up at an expense to 
Her Majesty’s Government of 99/. 10s. I was present at the annual examina- 
tion of the boys and girls belonging to both the Castle and Wesleyan Schools, 
and was much pleased at the manner in which they acquitted themselves. So 
gratified were the native merchants at the result of the examination of the 
boys at the Castle, that they presented a donation of 50/. in support of the 
establishment. With very limited means much good has been done by the 
education afforded at this school to the native boys, and as we may justly be 
assured that education is the first and great agent tending towards civilization, 
it is gratifying to know that by a late voluntary small tax, to be paid by all the 
tribes under British protection, more ample means will be afforded to the local 
Government to extend the blessings of education throughout the districts in 
the interior, as well as the sea coast, and thus carry out the philanthropic views 
of Her Majesty’s Government. I should add, that many of the adults enlisted 
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in the newly-raised Gold Coast Corps having expressed their willingness to 
learn, I have established a regimental school, which is attended by these men 
between the hours of six and eight o’clock in the evening, after the drills and 
duties of the day have been completed. 


Jurisdiction. 


An Act of Parliament was passed in the seventh year of the reign of Her 
Majesty, by which it was enacted that it was and should be lawful for us to hold, 
exercise, and enjoy any power or jurisdiction which we then had, or might at 
any time thereafter have, within any country or place out of our dominions in 
the same and as ample a manner as if we had acquired such power or jurisdiction 
by the cession or conquest of territory ; at the time of the passing of this act the 
British authority upon the Gold Coast had acquired a certain amount of juris- 
diction over the different tribes living under the protection of Great Britain’; and 
in consequence of this enactment an English magistrate was appointed to act as 
judicial assessor or assistant of native sovereigns or chiefs of countries on the 
Gold Coast. 

This office does not confer upon the assessor the power of altering or abro- 
gating the laws and customs in force among the people, or of introducing the 
practice of English law among them; but it enables him to control the native 
chiefs, to punish them for any undue severity in the exercise of their power, to 
abolish such practices as were repugnant to humanity, and to introduce such 
improvements in the administration of justice as the gradual progress of more 
enlightened ideas, and the consequent removal of ignorant prejudices, would 
permit him to effect with a due regard to the general peace of the country. 

With the institution of slavery as it exists upon the Gold Coast, he has 
only been able to interfere to tie extent of making it a punishable offence 
for the owner to sell or transport a slave out of the country, or to districts not 
under the protection of the British Government. He has also been able to 
protect the slaves from ill treatment, to ameliorate their condition by improving 
the laws applicable to master and slave, to afford greater facilities for their 
manumission, and to support them in their resistance of all doubtful and ill- 
defined claims upon them for servitude. 

In defining the powers of the judicial assessor, it would appear that no provi- 
sion is made by which he can sit in judgment and sentence to punishment any 
white person guilty of an act of felony; and in fact no court exists within these 
settlements by which a white resident can be tried on so grave a charge; hence 
justice must be delayed until an opportunity may offer for sending such an 
offender to a colony of the Crown or to the mother country, and in the mean- 
time, together with the great attendant expense of transporting the prisoner, 
interpreter, and evidences, all these people must be subsisted by the local 
Government, to secure their attendance when required for embarkation, added 
to which, the example of the trial, and possibly subsequent punishment, is 
unknown to the natives where the crime occurred, and the moral effect is there- 
fore lost; besides which, the people may suppose that they only are punished 
for capital offences, and influenced by such a feeling be induced to consider the 
British law partial and unjust. This imperfect state of the law I would respect- 
fully bring under the notice and consideration of the Secretary of State. The 
natives are very excitable and ready to quarrel among themselves, but they 
are obedient to the orders of constituted authority; and if the means at 
the disposal of the local Government were adequate, there would not be any 
difficulty in maintaining order, as all the tribes are willing to submit to the 
jurisdiction of a British magistrate, and when a riot takes place it is only in 
the absence of any authorized person to whom the parties at issue could refer 
their quarrel for arbitration. Strange as it may appear, one militia man in a red 
coat can in general settle any matter of dispute, only using the name of the 
Governor as his authority ; and, indeed, evil as well as good has arisen from this 
circumstance, and I have been compelled to punish some militia men for 


making an undue use of their power, and extorting fines from the natives, pre- 


tending to have acted under my authority. I firmly believe the people of this 
country only require a more extended system of education and the residence of 
magistrates among them to ensure a speedy advance in the social scale, and I 
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have every reason to hope that by means of a voluntary small taxation the local 
Government will soon be in a condition to supply these wants, and we shall 
experience the gratification of witnessing a rapid improvement in the moral 
condition of the natives. When the blessings of education enable them com- 
pletely to shake off the great evil of this country, the belief in the power of 
fetish or witchcraft, under the influence of which the most serious crimes have 
been committed, there is much reason to suppose that a few years will show a 
great advancement in civilisation; and the new local corps now raised and 
organized will, it may be hoped, when detached at the different forts exhibit- 
ing habits of order and discipline, tend greatly towards this much desired 
object. 


Gaols and Prisons. 


The lower range or ground floor of one wing of this castle is occupied by the 
prisoners. ‘The rooms are badly ventilated, and a direct current or draft of air 
cannot be obtained in consequence of the thickness of the outer wall making it 
a labour of expense and trouble to open holes for ventilation; the prisoners 
being employed on public works during the day only occupy the prison at 
night, and being natives and accustomed to the climate it is not perceptible 
that their health suffers from the closeness of their rooms; but the officers, both 
civil and military, whose quarters are directly above them, complain much of 
the heated air that comes up through the flooring of their rooms, escaping from 
the prisoners sleeping underneath, and which I have no doubt tends to produce 
unhealthiness in the castle. 


Imports and Exports. 


The imports, as compared with the year 1850, show a deficiency of 3,776I. 
those of 1850 amounting to 88,656/., and the past year to 84,880/. 

The exports for the year 1851, as near as the amount can be arrived at, may 
be put down as 219,050/.; the previous year is stated at 768,156/., showing 
a seeming deficiency of 549,050/., and which would appear a great falling 
off in the export trade, but on reference to the Blue Book for the year 
1850, “palm oil” is put down as 3,025 tuns exported, and allowing the 
highest price, say 36/. per tun, the whole could only amount to 108,9001., 
whereas it is erroneously calculated as amounting to 612,624/., an evident 
mistake of 503,724/. over computed, which, when deducted from the seeming 
deficiency, leaves an actual decrease of 45,326/., and respecting this sum I have 
every reason to believe that the amount of the exports for the year 1850 is 
much exaggerated. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


The income for the year 1851 amounts to 5,550/. 13s. 10d., the disburse- 
ments to 5,7701. 5s. 64d., being a deficiency of 219/. 11s. 84d., but which is 
accounted for by the increased expenditure for maintaining a large militia force 
to garrison the Danish forts purchased by the British Government, and 
which increase amounted to 39V/. 17s. 8d., as is shown by the Blue Book, 
page 23. 

Begging your Lordship will, under the circumstances stated, accept this very 
imperfect report, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL, 
Governor. 


Sir, Mission House, Cape Coast, February 28, 1852. 
In accordance with your Excellency’s request, expressed to me a short time back 
I now beg to hand over to you an Official Report of our Industrial Garden at Beulah 
under the following heads of remark, 
I. The occasion of its establishment. 
II. Its present state. a aed 
III. Its probable consequences as to its bearing on the general civilization 
of this country. 
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I. The Occasion of its Establishment. 

‘The experience furnished by the working of the Cape Coast Missionary District during 
a period of nine years, from 1841 to 1849,—in the course of which time some hundreds of 
children, natives of this country, received a plain English education in our schools, at the 
numerous stations in this district, only a small number of which children have become 
steady and valuable members of religious or even of general society,—left on the reflecting 
mind an impression, that a system of education unconnected with training in manual 
labour and useful industry, whatever might be its partial consequences in producing a 
few excellent young persons who are an honour to Christianity and an ornament to the 
general society in which they live, could not furnish to the country that large number of 
youth possessing Christian knowledge blended with those habits of steady industry, 


without the peculiar agency of which civilisation in this part of the world can never be. 


healthy and progressive. 

Alive, however, as we were to the defects of the system, we did not feel any confidence 
that we possessed in any degree the means for correcting the evil ; and it has been only 
within the past two or three years that our minds have become gradually impressed with 
the idea that schools of agricultural industry might be successfully established, and in due 
time brought into such an advanced state as to be to a large extent self-supporting ; and 
that, by connecting with our educational operations a few establishments of this kind, 
the great desideratum would be eventually secured, of our sending out youths from our 
schools enjoying the advantages of a plain religious education, and having their characters 
stamped with those habits of industry and practical working intelligence which would 
not only make them the civilisers of their country in a general sense, but also the reposi- 
tories of that vigorous piety which can never be found in connexion with indolence and 
idleness. 

From our having some years back made a small coffee plantation at Domonasi, one of 
our stations in the interior, about thirty-six miles distant from Cape Coast, as a small 
model for native imitation, I was aware of the ordinary adaptation of the soil of this 
country for the cultivation of that article of commerce ; but closely occupied with general 
missionary duties, I had not observed its peculiar adaptation for purposes of general cultiva- 
tion until the gradual establishment by us of a small sanitary station at Beulah, which place, 
as your Excellency is aware, is only about eight miles into the interior from Cape Coast ; 
but during my frequent visits to Beulah, I watched, in a small plot of ground about sixty 
yards square, the extraordinary ease with which general cultivation can be successfully 
carried on, and began to introduce a few foreign plants. The circumstance, however, 
which most excited my interest and perseverance, was the accidental introduction of the 
grape-vine, and the extraordinary results thereof which so speedily followed. 

I had a few years back seen the grape tried, both at Cape Coast and in the interior, 
about five miles from Cape Coast ; but, after what appeared to be a short struggle with 
the climate for existence, the plants died away, and success seemed hopeless. 

Tn 1850 the late Sir William Winniett, on his return from England to his government, 

brought with him from Sierra Leone, where he had called on his way out, a few vine 
cuttings planted in a box of earth, and presented them to me on his arrival here ; some of 
these, when they had taken root, I planted on our mission premises, and the others at 
Beulah, in all, five plants, and to my great astonishment, in the following January 1851, 
about eleven months after their introduction as mere cuttings, I gathered from these 
plants, both here and at Beulah, several bunches of ripe grapes. After this the plants 
were pruned, and in the following June and July, six months from the date of the first 
gathering, the same plants yielded altogether about one hundred bunches of well-grown 
ripe grapes. This extraordinary result led to my opening up a communication with 
Messrs. Loddiges, of Hackney, and through their kindness getting out other varieties of 
the grape and other valuable plants, now flourishing in the plantation. 
' We should not, however, have entered so extensively into operations of this kind as we 
are now doing but for the claims of our schools, to which I have already adverted, and on 
account of a recent arrangement on the part of our committee in London, by which 
arrangement we are authorised to break up any small and unpromising schools at minor 
stations, and remove a certain number of the children at Cape Coast and other principal 
stations, where they can, as boarders, be more effectually educated than they could be in 
the smaller schools in their native villages. This latter circumstance has led to our 
draughting a considerable number of scholars to Beulah, and causing them to work at 
stated times in the plantation, keeping them still connected with the school at Cape 
Coast, and carrying on their education by draughting subordinate teachers from the 
Cape Coast School for that purpose. 


II. Its present State. 


I need only make the prefatory remark that its extension from the small spot of about 
sixty yards square, already mentioned, commenced from July 1850. 

Its present length is 460 yards, its average width 300 yards. : 

Roads traverse it in different directions, averaging twelve feet in width, for a length 
of 4,000 yards, running parallel with and intersecting each other, so as to form forty 
independent plots of land averaging about fifty yards square, and these roads, for a 
length of about 3,000 yards, are lined with cotton and coffee plants, - 
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Some of the plots are also filled with cotton and coffee plants. 

Besides several other valuable plants now under cultivation in the plantation, such as 
cinnamon, black pepper, the mango, ginger, &c. &c., there are, altogether, about 

4,500 cotton plants, 
1,400 coffee ditto, 
1,400 arrowroot ditto, 
23 olives, 
225 vines. 

Many of the cotton plants are now yielding cotton, and as they are the perennial kind, 
we hope they will give for many years two crops annually. 

Many of the young coffee plants are also just coming into bearing, and average from 
three to four feet in height. 

Many of the vines also, the most forward plants of which are running on 244 yards of 
trellis work made with the stem of the wild date, palm tree, and a wild cane, in which 
the forests abound, are now coming into bearing, and have bunches of grapes nearly ripe 

Many of the plots of land are yet unoccupied, and will be planted, as time and means 
may offer and permit, with vines, coffee, cotton, arrow-root, &c. &e., and with corn and 
vegetables for the use of the scholars. 

The following is our present mode of working the plantation. 

There are different classes of persons employed in it, all connected with the schools, 
excepting a few men, who may be, by way of distinction from the scholars, termed 
common labourers; and this class, though permanent on the plantation, numbers very 
few on the average during the year, as they are taken on and dispensed with according 
as current circumstances may demand; sometimes there may be only three or four, on 
other occasions six or eight. They are used for hard and heavy work, for which many 
of the scholars are unfit, and about which it would be unwise to occupy their time, such 
as the grubbing up roots of trees and bushes, in clearing the plots of land, &e. &c. 

The scholars consist of three classes :— 

First, Agricultural apprentices, who were in the school half the year and in the 
plantation half the year. 

Second, Lads from twelve to fifteen years of age, working in the plantation from six 
till ten o’clock every morning, and being in school from two till four or five in the 
afternoon. 

Third, Little boys from six to ten years of age, natives of the village, working in the 
plantation daily and being in the school daily, the same as the second-class scholars. 

The expenses of this third class are borne by the parents of the children, who are paid 
by us one penny per day for each lad for his four hours labour in the plantation from six 
till ten o’clock every morning. 

While the lads are working the subordinate teacher is their overlooker, and works 
with them. He then rests until 2 P.m., and then opens his school for the afternoon. 


The work performed by the agricultural apprentices is that of raising and planting 
cotton, coffee, &c., and, indeed every duty which they are physically strong enough on the 
one hand, and on the other sufficiently intelligent, to perform, calculated to aid in 
training them as intelligent and industrious practical agriculturists. 

The work performed by the second class is that of hoeing and cleaning, watering young 
plants, recently put out from or in nursery beds, gathering cotton and other produce, and 
all other duties daily incident calculated to prepare them for passing, when old enough, 
into the class of agricultural apprentices. 

The work performed by the third class resembles that of the second too closely to render 
necessary any stated distinction. 


Of the first class, or agricultural apprentices, we have in the plantation 10 
Second class —- - ogi, - eet Voi 23. 
Third class - - - - - - 6 


The chief management of this plantation and establishment is carried on by myself 
personally, by an occasional residence of a few days or a week at a time at Beulah, and 
on all other occasions by visits from Cape Coast about every other day, taking the 
average for the year, when I am not absent from Cape Coast on missionary duties in 
other parts of our district. 


The head overlooker, who resides at Beulah, in charge of the establishment, is a lay 
agent of the society, termed a hired local preacher, who overlooks the small Christian 
societies at Beulah and at Providence, an adjacent station, and fills up his time with the 
business of the plantation. The situation of the plantation is well adapted for the 
purpose to which it is applied. The varieties of soil are numerous and rich, and 
the surface so undulating, that we have little hills of considerable elevation, and deep 
little valleys, all within the present dimensions of the plantation. 

Excellent water can be obtained in abundance two or three feet below the surface of 
the valleys, and a small river, never quite dry, runs within about 400 yards of the 
plantation. 

The property (in buildings) on the plantation consists of a small chapel, a cottage, a 
small residence for the head overlooker, and small rooms for the teachers and scholars. 
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Ill. The probable Consequences of this Plantation and Establishment on the Oiwilisation 
of this part of the World. 


It is evident that no healthy civilisation can exist and progress in this country except 
it be in connexion with an extensive cultivation of the soil; and it is to the careful 
observer of the present state of things in this country, and of its moral, commercial, and 
social features for years past, that from unhappy causes, which cannot be fully considered 
and entered into in these pages, petty trading is and has been, second only to paganism 
itself, the great antagonist of Christianity. 

In glancing hastily at these unhappy causes may be observed, as standing first in order, 
the too suddenly growing rich or comparatively independent of many of the native 
youths, who had secured a little education without its being associated with that amount 
of discipline of a general character which is necessary to give stability to the mind and 
correctness to the judgment. 

Second, The unhealthy excitement of petty trading, associated as it generally is with 
the extensive retailing of rum. 

Third, The spirit of chicanery, which it is unhappily calculated too often to induce, 
rendering it extremely difficult, if not impossible, for any native youth to engage actively 
in its pursuits without being sadly demoralised by its contaminating influences. 

From these unhappy causes many of the most promising youths who in our schools in 
past days seemed to be under considerable Christian influence, no sooner became asso- 
ciated with the petty trading of the country, than they threw off all restraint, became 
morally the worse for education, gave up all attempts at self-government, speedily lost 
the confidence of their employers, squandered property to a large amount in idleness and 
riot, and placed themselves in a position the most unhappy and distressing. 

These remarks are not made in a spirit of unkindness towards the class of youth to 
which they refer ; among them there are noble exceptions, and the worst of them are just 
objects of pity as well as of censure. Their circumstances at this moment are more 
perhaps the results of education without practical industry, than arising from any defect, 
in the mental material which they offer for general improvement. 

This being the case, and I may here observe that I am expressing the strong feelings 
of some of the most respectable and sound-judging natives of this country who have 
spoken to me in this strain of language on repeated occasions, an establishment like this, 
on which I am in these pages furnishing your Excellency with a report, may be an 
instrument of immense good, morally, socially, commercially, and indeed in every way, 
if vigorously and extensively carried. on. 

First, morally.—It is evident that agriculture will be, in the case of the natives of these 
regions, far more congenial to true piety than petty trading; and that to turn the 
current of native thought and attention from petty trading to the cultivation of the 
soil, by means of schools of agricultural industry, would be a great act of Christian 
benevolence. 

Second, socially.—-Petty trading has brought its thousand evils in its train into the 
social system of this country; and there are the strongest grounds for hope that extensive 
agricultural operations among the masses of the people would to so great an extent second 
the efforts of Christian education, &c. &c., as to furnish in connexion therewith a sure 
remedy for these evils. 7 

Third, commercially.—Within the past two or three years, the gold and ivory trade of 
this country seems from some cause to have suffered a shock, from which it does not appear 
likely to recover ; and agriculture, furnishing an extensive supply of cotton, coffee, and 
other products of the soil, offers itself as a certain, and as the only guarantee of future 
commercial prosperity to this country. 

In conclusion, I may with confidence beg to call your Excellency’s attention to the 
encouraging facts that the soil of this country is rich, and in its general features and 
capabilities admirably adapted for extensive agriculture; and that the vast numbers 
and the great personal physical strength of the native population promise to furnish all 
desiderata connected with manual labour; and also to express my hopes that should 
our establishment at Beulah be eventually greatly extended, and other establishments of 
a similar character grow up in other parts of this country, a few years judicious manage- 
ment will produce, by God’s blessing, a host of well-disciplined and vigorous youths, 
capable of stamping the wilds of their country with a new and glorious feature for Africa, 
promising at no very distant period a well cultivated tract of country on the equator. 

I have, &c. 
His Excellency Governor Hill, (Signed) T. B. FREEMAN. 
&e. &e. 
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(No. 133.) No. 26. 


COPY of a DESPATCH from Governor Macponnetx to the Right Hon. 
Sir Joun S. Paxryeron, Bart. 


Government House, Bathurst, 
July 12, 1852. 
Srr, (Received, September 9, 1852.) 

1. I wAve the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book of this colony 
for the year 1851. My time has lately been and still is so much occupied by 
other matters of grave interest that I have been unable to make an earlier 
report on the contents of that volume, and fear I must considerably curtail the 
remarks which I might otherwise have wished to offer. 

2. The contents of the Blue Book may be characterized generally as most 
satisfactory, and the anticipations in which I ventured to indulge last year have 
been more than realized. The past year has exhibited features of progressive 
improvements, not in one or two secondary points, but in all the important 
matters which best mark the onward progress of a community. 

8. The revenue of 1850 only reached 7,057/., whilst that of 1851 amounted 
to 8,414/. The imports of 1850 were but 86,036/., whilst those of 1851 reached. 
107,0117. The value of the exports was in the former year only 142,3661., 
whilst in the latter it exceeded 186,000/. Again, in 1850, 212 vessels of 
19,707 tons, manned by 1,676 seamen entered the port of Bathurst, whilst in 
1851 no less than 239 vessels entered, whose tonnage amounted to 25,491 tons 
manned by 2,071 seamen. 

4. Nevertheless a conclusion arrived at from a comparison merely of one 
year with that preceding it, cannot be based on a sufficiently extended view of 
the commercial operations carried on throughout these settlements to warrant 
any general deduction from such limited premises. I shall therefore annex here 
a table embracing the last twelve years, and showing at a glance the total 
local revenue of the settlements for each of those years, and the amount likewise 
of the imports and exports, the number of vessels and their tonnage, whether 
British or foreign, entering the river in each year. ‘Tables of that nature, when 
too much subdivided and given separately for each item are difficult to analyse, 
aud such complicated subdivisions rather tend to perplex an inquirer than fur- 
nish him with correct general conclusions; I trust therefore that the following 
table may prove satisfactory and useful. It has been compiled by myself, with 
the assistance of the Collector of Customs, and is as correct as the information 
existing in the colony on the subjects to which it refers will allow. 


TABLE No. I. 
No. of Tonnage Inwards. ae 
Year. | Revenue. Imports. Vessels = Seamer, |e eee. 


entering. | British. Foreign. Total. 


1840 ae 106,441 194,587 255 7,087 6,922 | 14,009 | 2,023 | 1840 
1841 3,563 96,708 144,610 200 7,508 8,051 | 15,559 | 1,622 | 1841 
1842 5,932 111,153 | . 146,939 290 9,218 8,893 | 18,111 | 2,515 | 1842 
1843 6,486 85,827 108,404 306 6,900 9,496 | 16,396 | 2,655 | 1843 
1844: 5,257 96,152 136,753 261 6,934 | 10,978 | 17,912 | 2,085 | 1844 
1845 6,565 119,187 154,801 241 7,250 | 13,882 | 21,132 | 2,111 | 1845 
1846 6,006 95,403 164,805 214 6,905 | 12,750 | 19,655 | 1,878 | 1846 
184:7 6,886 90,706 178,090 216 5,618 | 19,769 | 25,387 | 2,145 | 1847 
1848 6,560 68,960 158,590 217 . 9,063 | 15,253 | 24,316 | 1,991 | 1848 
1849 5,391 73,410 107,802 221 6,494 | 11,545 | 18,039 | 1,873 | 1849 
1850 7,057 86,036 14:2,366 212 5,376 | 14,331 | 19,707 | 1,676 |.1850 
1851 8,484: 107,011 186,404 239 3,895 | 21,596 | 25,491 | 2,071 | 1851 


Total | 72,730 | 1,135,994 | 1,754,151 | 2,872 82,248 | 153,466 | 235,714 | 24,645 | Total. 
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5. The above table affords an instance of how very deceptive statistical 
tables may sometimes be. Thus, according to that table, there would appear 
to have been more vessels entering this port in the year 1842 and 1843 than in 
last year; and it might be supposed that the British tonnage then employed 
was very much greater than it has been recently. On examining the records at 
the Custom-house, [ find that such an inference, though in some respects true, 
would lead to very erroneous conclusions. ‘Thus, without adverting to other 
causes wnich contributed to the high figures set opposite the year 1843 in the 
table, it may suffice to point out one, viz., that at that time a considerable 
coasting trade existed between this place and the Leeward coast at Bissaos- 
Cacheo, and the Nunez. The trade more peculiarly belonging to the Gambia 
itself has since then become more profitable, and so extensive that there is little 
scope for carrying on much traffic with the Leeward coast; and the result is, 
that the small British colonial craft, which figured so respectably in the entries 
of the Custom-house in former years, confine their voyages now chiefly to this 
river. ‘Taking the year 1842, I have found that these vessels figured at that 
time as 100, out of the 290 entering this port, their crews amounting to 
729, and their imports (almost entirely country produce) to 13,331/. That 
amount of supposed imports was almost all exported again, and therefore 
made a portion of the 146,939/. exports of 1842; being thus counted twice 
over, whilst the same dozen small vessels in the trade, and their crews, were 
counted ten or twelve times over in the course of the year. At present the 
figures in the Blue Book give a much truer idea of the trade in the Gambia, as 
almost all our imports come from America and Europe, whilst almost all our 
exports are bond fide the produce of this river. The real increase of the trade 
which finds its principal market in foreign countries, will be better discerned 
from the column under the head of Foreign Tonnage, which has been progres- 
sively advancing from 6,922 tons in 1842 to 21,596 tons in 1851. 

6. From the foregoing table, it also appears that in the last eleven years the 
revenue of this colony has nearly doubled itself, and as there is scarcely any 
direct taxation here, that increase is chiefly in the receipts of the customs. The 
revenue raised is small compared with the amount of mercantile business trans- 
acted ; and I believe it will be found on examination that no British colony 
possessing a trade of any considerable amount is so lightly taxed as this. This 
advantage it partly owes to the position of the French Comptoir at Albreda 
above our Custom-house, which renders any increase of import duties rather a 
premium to the smuggler than an advantage to the revenue; but the fact is 
owing still more to the enlightened views of Her Majesty’s Government which 
have prevented the imposition of more burthens on the trade here than it could 
reasonably have been expected to bear. 

7. This great increase to the revenue is therefore almost entirely owing to 
the increase of commerce and of shipping. There are no differential duties 
whatever imposed at the Gambia, and Bathurst is in the fullest sense of the 
word a free port. All differential duties had been abolished before the earliest 
year (1840) mentioned in the above table, and, with the exception of an 
additional 1 per cent. imposed in 1845 on the invoice price of imported goods, 
making the duty now raised 4 per cent., and the very proper extension in the 
same year to wines and liqueurs of the extra duty of 6d. per gallon previously 
levied only on spirits, no increase has been made to the duties. As the fore- 
going table shows that the imports were nearly as large in 1840, and larger 
in 1845, than they were last year, the increase to the revenue must have been 
occasioned therefore by other causes, such as the greater amount of tonnage 
entering the port. In last year the amount raised by tonnage dues and quaran- 
tine fees paid by the shipping reached 1,510/. 19s., whereas in 1840 those 
sources of revenue produced jointly only 554/. 18s. Some other minor items 
present also a remarkable increase. ‘Thus quit rents in 1840 produced only 
34/. 10s. 6d., whereas last year they reached 165/. '7s. 6d. Admitting that many 
grants of land have been made since 1840, and that some arrears were collected 
in 1851, still I cannot but consider that the present prosperous state of the 
revenue, not merely in those minor items, but in all its branches, is in part 
occasioned by the heads of departments doing their duty more strictly and 
more correctly than formerly. : 

8. If the duties imposed at the Gambia be compared with those imposed at 
Sierra Leone there is a very extraordinary difference in favour of the Gambia. 
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Taking two of the staple articles of trade, rum and tobacco, I find by the 
published colonial returns of duties, as laid before Parliament, the duty imposed 
on rum at Sierra Leone is three times as much as at the Gambia, and the duty 
imposed on tobacco five times as great. If those duties, and also the 5 per cent. 
which is levied at Sierra Leone, instead of our 4 per cent. on imports, could 
have been levied here, the revenue here last year would have been increased 
nearly 6,000/., which would have raised the amount received by the customs 
here last year to 13,720/., an amount much higher than the average of the sums 


‘ collected by the customs at Sierra Leone during the eleven years from 1840 to 


1850 inclusive. 

9. I believe, however, that the lightness of the duties imposed here, together 
with the geographical advantage of the position of the Gambia, and the supe- 
riority in many respects of its climate over that of Sierra Leone during several 
months of the year, have created the large commerce now existing here; and I 
am certain that any attempt to impose here similar duties to those levied at 
Sierra Leone would end in driving away much of’ the trade, and that a contraband 
traffic would then’ in a great measure defeat the object of raising the duties. I 
also believe, that however -desirable it might be to increase the funds at the 
disposal of the Council here, it could only be done by sacrificing in a great 
measure the beneficial effects conferred on this part of Africa by the commerce 
which has sprung up here,—a commerce still rapidly extending, and the true 
nature of which I hope to make more generally understood than it has hitherto 
been. 

10. Our true policy here is not to seek merely the increase of our revenue, 
but to spread agriculture and civilization amongst surrounding nations by means 
of a commerce exactly suited to developing the resources of this part of Africa. 
As that civilization spreads it must open a still wider market for our goods ; and 
we cannot extend it more effectually than by making Bathurst—that which it is 
by nature intended to be—the port not merely of a few English residents and a 
scanty population, living under the immediate protection of our flag, but the port 
of all the nations and countries through which for 500 miles the Gambia flows. 
Every facility which can be given to the merchant and ship-owner here is 
well deserved, as the trade is one which has to encounter great difficulties. There 
are nevertheless few additional facilities which can be given, because no other 
port on the coast has the same advantages. At the Senegal a bar at the mouth 
of the river obstructs all entrance frequently for many weeks ata time. At 
Sierra Leone there is an excellent harbour; but there is no great navigable 
water road like the Gambia into the interior; whilst six or seven months of 
rainy weather, instead of three as here, cause frequent interruption in the load- 
ing and discharging of vessels. If we go further south we find at the Gold 
Coast nothing deserving the name of a harbour, whilst dangerous rollers not 
only occasionally interrupt, but frequently render communication between ship- 
ping and the shore a matter of difficulty and peril. For more than twenty 
degrees of latitude along the west coast of Africa there is no river of a 
magnitude comparable with the Gambia, into which at all times of the year, 
and at all times of the tide, there is a safe and easy entrance. 

11. I therefore am far from recommending any increase of the duties here, 
however light, or of the burthens imposed on shipping. I may say that it was 
with the greatest reluctance I was recently obliged to recommend an additional 
duty of 9d. per ton on shipping entering here, although that duty was necessary to 
supply the first great want in this climate,—a commodious public hospital, of 
which seamen probably would make the most frequent use,—and though there 
was no other duty at the time advisable to recommend. I had much more 
pleasure lately in proposing that a light-ship should be established at the 
entrance of the river, and commodious wells for the use of the shipping be 
provided in the town. Now that Bathurst is open to the vessels ofall nations 
on equal terms with English vessels, and that every facility is given for bonding 
goods intended for other parts of the coast, or not immediately wanted for use 
in the Gambia, I consider that the natural advantages of this river—its safe 
and commodious beach at Bathurst—superior to many wharfs—and the easy 
entrance of the channel at all times, with the aid of a light-ship, must ensure to 
the Gambia a preference over every other port in West Africa, so long as there 
is a trade there, and more especially a trade such as exists now, viZ., one in 
agricultural and other produce, bulky in proportion to its value. Such a trade 
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employs an immense amount of shipping—nearly 26,000 tons last year,—and it 
is obvious that facilities of loading quickly, and easy access to the port, must 
materially diminish the expense attendant on the employment of shipping. 

12. Last year the exports of these settlements exceeded in value the exports 
of all preceding years, as did also the tonnage entering this port. It is never- 
theless remarkable that although the amount of imports (107,011/.) was higher 
than during the five years preceding 1851, there were several years further back 
(1845, 1842, and 1840), in which there was a greater or nearly the same 
amount of imports, but not a corresponding amount of exports. Thus in 1840, 
with imports exceeding 105,400/—that is, almost reaching the amount of last 
year,—the exports, instead of reaching 186,000/., as they did in 1851, fell short 
of that amount by nearly 62,000/. 


13. It would therefore appear that the merchants engaged in trade here must 
now obtain larger profits than formerly, if, without any increase to their imports, 
they can nevertheless purchase annually a much greater value of produce, 
independent of defraying the expenses of their establishments here. There are 
few of them, however, who would admit this to be the fact; although it is in 
some measure true. The profits of the trade, however, are no longer monopo- 
lized by one or two large mercantile houses; at least, in the same degree as 
formerly ; but are subdivided amongst a greater number, and | have no doubt, 
thus confer more benefit on the settlements here, and on the native population, 
than was formerly the case. 


14, It must however be admitted that whilst the European value merely is 
put on the imports, a higher value than their Gambia price is put on some of the 
exports, especially ground nuts, the great staple export of the settlements. 
The latter are and have been valued in the customs returns of the Gambia at 
12/. per ton, though in general the average contract price at which they are 
shipped here is about 8/. 10s. So far, therefore, the relative value of the im- 
ports and exports is incorrectly given, because the value of the exports includes 
not merely that of the produce when at this port, but also its freight to the 
markets in France and other places, where it is finally sold sometimes as high as 
157, per ton; whereas the value assigned to the imports does not include freight 
and those other expenses which the importer or purchaser here must neverthe- 
less pay. Their value in the Blue Book is merely that invoice price of the 
goods on which the importer pays a duty. 


15. To ascertain, therefore, the relative proportion between the cost of the 
imports and the value of the exports, it will be necessary to add to the former 
the duties, freight, and other expenses to which they are subject, before they 
can be considered available in the market here. These are generally supposed 
to average 20 per cent. on their European cost. I think that average a fair one. 
Therefore, if we wish to ascertain the real balance of trade last year at the Gam- 
bia we cannot consider it as represented by the difference between the official 
values of the imports and exports as given in the Blue Book. We must add 
20 per cent. to the former, and then we shall have 135,511/. imports against 
186,404/. exports. The difference, therefore, between those amounts, or 
50,893/., is the sum from which the expenses of the trade here and the 
profits of those engaged in it were defrayed last year. ‘The expenses how- 
ever are so great that the net profits which a merchant in business here can put 
by as additions to his capital must be small compared with what they would 
amount to in other places, if his receipts there were equally great as here. 


16. At the same time, there is another considerable source of profit to the 
merchant not computed in the above calculations, viz., the extensive retail 
trade for cash which the importer carries on to supply the wants of the resident 
community here. The annual imports not merely afford the merchants a 
sufficient supply to make the large return exports above stated, but also to 
satisfy the wants of the residents here; and, as a party directly importing his 
goods from England derives generally a profit of about 40 per cent. from those 
retail transactions, it is obvious that this profit—one which cannot be accurately 
ascertained—must be added to the general profits of the Gambia trade, and 
must make the annual balance of trade considerably more in favour of this 
colony than would appear by the previous statement. The home consumption 
of a colony is always an important item in considering its general prosperity ; 
and it is possible that a colony might have large imports and small exports, and 
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yet be in a prosperous condition, if it annually produced within itself the means 
of supporting and employing in comfortable circumstances the various classes of 
its population. At the Gambia, however, there is no large resident population 
living under our flag, and the exports from the Gambia must long continue to 
be the best although not the only test of its commercial prosperity. 


17. The table above given shows that for a long series of years the balance 
of trade has always been in favour of the Gambia, but especially so in the last 
three years, which, accordingly have been regarded as prosperous years. I am 
happy to say, that as yet there is every appearance of that prosperity continuing ; 
and, having hitherto been tolerably correct in the predictions which I have 
ventured to make relative to commerce in this river, I am inclined to predict 
as great an increase this year over 1851, in the amount of business transacted, 
as there was in 1851 over 1850. My view on this subject is supported, so 
far as the present year has yet advanced, by the following table, received from 
the customs department, of the Imports, Exports, and ‘Tonnage (Inwards) in 
1850, 1851, and 1852, for the first six months of each of those years. 


Taste No. II.—Imports, Exports, and Tonnage (Inwards) of the Port of Bathurst, during 
the first Six Months of the Years 1849, 1850, and 1851. 


j Goods j Tonnage Inwards. Total 
Years. Goods imported, ceported. \ AS. Totings: 
British, Foreign. 
hele feats |_.--____., ——..- 
£ sd. | £ 
1850 50,871 1 5 | 103,351 2,680 11,087 13,767 
1851 41,743 14 3 | 99,293 1,894 12,035 13,929 
1852 55,749 12 4 | 122,496 H 3,310 13,060 16,370 


18. As might be expected, I am enabled to make a most satisfactory report 
of the financial condition of the colony. Although much of its funds were 
devoted to paying its debt, amounting to upwards of 2,500/., a return from the 
Colonial Treasurer, dated the 23d June, shows the available assets of this colony 
then to have been (over and above all further liabilities and all deposits in the 
chest) no less than 3,445/., and though the expenditure of the last six months 
of every year has generally been somewhat in excess of the revenue of those 
months, and although a considerable outlay for public works and roads must take 
place during those months, I do not calculate on having at the end of this year 
a less balance unexpended, and available for public works next year, than 3,000/., 
unless a portion of the money voted for expenditure during next year shall, with 
the sanction of the Secretary of State, be laid out in the current year. 


19. The outlay of this large balance in hand, and of the probable surplus 
over the fixed and provisional expenditure for 1853, has occupied the careful 
consideration of myself and the Council; and I trust that when the estimates 
for next year, and the supplemental estimates for this year, shall all have been 
brought under the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government they will be 
considered to evince at once a judicious liberality and prudent forethought on 
the part of the Council. The vote for a light-ship at the entrance of the river, 
and for sinking proper wells to supply the shipping with water, will, I trust, render 
this port the easiest of access and most commodious for traffic on the coast. 
Notwithstanding that 300/. has been allocated during 1853, for the purpose of 
giving temporary hospital accommodation to sick seamen, upwards of 700. has 
been voted to commence the erection of a large public hospital. As 1,600/. 
has been also voted for a new market and wharf, it is hoped that a stimulus 
will thereby be given to the industry of a large class of the natives here, and 
whilst affording proper shelter and accommodation, I have no doubt that a 
well-regulated market will also form an excellent school for teaching those who 
frequent it habits of cleanliness, order, and propriety. 


20, Asa report on the Blue Book of the past year is not the most fitting 
opportunity for entering into details of projected expenditure, I shall merely 
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mention that from the date of this Despatch to the end of next year there will 
probably have been spent on drainage, roads, and public works of the most 
obvious utility a sum not less than 1,200/. When it is considered how little 
had been previously done for the improvement of this place, I cannot but reflect 
with the utmost satisfaction on the fact that not merely has the Executive been 
able to provide the necessary funds to pay off the debts of the colony and 
commence many useful undertakings, but also that more liberal ideas on that 
subject, and a juster conception of the position and requirements of these settle- 
ments, have been awakened in the thinking portion of the community. 


21. It must be admitted, however, that notwithstanding the large trade which 
providentially is now rapidly extending itself with vast benefit to the natives for 
more than 500 miles from the mouth of the Gambia, it is not a trade which 
affords a proportionate encouragement to British manufactures or British ship- 
ping. In this point the character of the trade contrasts unfavourably with its 
extent and beneficial influence in other respects. Out of a value of 107,011. 
imports last year, only 49,721/. came from Great Britain and her colonies, whilst 
57,2901. were imports from foreign countries. As regards the shipping, the 
following table gives the amount of British and foreign shipping inwards for the 
last three years :— 


TABLE No. IIJ.—Tonnage and Number of Vessels entered Port of Bathurst in 1849, 1850, 
and 1851. 


Great Britain No. of Vessels. 
and — Foreign. ‘Total. Total. 
hee Colonie | British, | Foreign. 
1849 4,164 13,875 18,039 25 196 221 
1850 3,503 16,204 19,707) 4g 187 212 
1851 3,714 ATT 25,491 | 24 915 239 


22. It follows, therefore, that although the British shipping entering this port 
was in 1849 more than a third of the foreign shipping, it was considerably less 
than one fourth in 1850, whilst last year (1851) it was little more than one 
sixth. This is caused by the principal and most bulky staple of the export trade, 
viz., ground-nuts, being exported to France. ‘The ground-nuts exported 
represent 133,133/. of the entire value of our exports last year (186,404/). Of 
that latter sum only 9,773/. was exported to Great Britain, 8,994. to the United 
States, whilst almost all the rest, or 114,366/., were exported to France. 


23, At the same time I cannot but observe that the benefits which the 
British Government have so long and at an immense expenditure been desirous 
of extending to the natives on other parts of the West Coast of Africa have 
been already in a great measure secured for the natives here, without the 
interference of Government, or any special expenditure for that purpose. This 
will be the more evident when we consider that the trade in ground-nuts only 
commenced in 1845, not 17 years ago, that it then amounted only to 199/. in 
value, whereas last year it reached 133,1331. 


24. Unlike the trade in gold, palm oil, ivory, wax, and hides, which formed 
within a few years the only or at least the principal articles exported from the 
coast, the ground-nut is raised entirely by continuous and steady agricultural 
labour. ‘There is a vast difference between habits engendered by a pursuit 
which requires steady industry, and habits derived from the roving occupation 
of the hunter in quest of ivory, or the desultory employment of gathering palm- 
nuts, and other produce which no human industry or foresight had planted. We 
cannot suppose that the uncivilized natives of this or any other region can 
engage during three or four months of the year in agricultural pursuits, which 
demand steady labour and deliberate purpose, without thereby more or less 
acquiring settled habits of life anda taste for peaceful pursuits. That taste 
naturally leads them to desire and purchase with the produce of their labour the 
manufactures and goods of other countries, whilst the wants thus formed have 
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in themselves a civilizing influence, and from their nature are more likely to 
multiply than diminish. 


25. It has generally been supposed in England, and it still is usual there to 
assert, that the native African is disinclined to agriculture, and that whatever 
industrious efforts he may voluntarily make are limited as far as possible to the 
pursuit of petty traffic and peddling. I frankly admit that J myself entertained 
some years ago the same feeling, or rather prejudice, but what has been passing 
under my eyes here has completely undeceived me. I believe that so far from 
being unwilling to engage in agricultural pursuits, the natives, at least of this 
part of the coast, would prefer such pursuits to all others, if he could feel 
assured of two things: Ist, a fair return for the produce of his labour; 2ndly, 
security and protection for his life and property. 


26. It seems to me that those who maintain a theory of the native African 
being too indolent to till the soil, must look for the proofs of that theory in some 
other part ofthe world than the Gambia. The Settlements here furnish probably 
the most convincing refutation of such assertions, and likewise, perhaps, the 
most surprising instance on record of agricultaral industry rapidly and steadily 
awakened amongst a population at once uncivilized, divided into petty kingdoms, 
differing in race, interests, forms of government, and religion. The quantity of 
ground-nuts raised by agricultural labour in the countries immediately bordering 
on this river and exported from Bathurst, has risen from 47 tons exported in 1835 
to 11,094 tons exported in 1851, exclusive of those shipped at French Albreda, 
amounting probably to 1,000 tons additional, which would raise the amount of 
ground-nuts exported from the Gambia in 1851 to 12,094 tons, valued at 
145,133/. 


27. I believe the above statement will surprise many of the friends of 
Africa, who, whilst zealously endeavouring to promote civilization, Christianity, 
and commerce in so many other parts of this immense continent, seem to have 
strangely and perversely averted their gaze from the quarter in which the most 
surprising and beneficial results were in course of development. They will 
perhaps learn with surprise, also, that not merely is the quantity of purely 
agricultural produce raised in the Gambia of great pecuniary value, but that it 
is also raised in a manner which more than anything else proves the natural 
disposition of the natives to cultivate the soil when they can do so with security. 
It is a fact, that at least one third of the produce exported is raised by natives, 
who travel from distances of 500 and even 700 miles in the interior to visit the 
Gambia, along the banks of which they hire, from the various chiefs in whose 
countries they settle, small tracts of ground, which they cultivate. Most of 
these visitors from the interior remain from two to three years near the Gambia, 
till, by their labour and the produce of their farms, they have earned sufficient 
to enable them to purchase those goods, the desire for which had induced them 
to leave their homes. They then form themselves into parties, from 20 to 100 
strong, and return whence they had come, to spread amongst their countrymen 
welcome tidings of a safe market for the produce of labour, and to exhibit the 
goods which they had themselves secured by their own energy and industry. 


28. I have no doubt that, if there were a market affording a fair and steady 
profit for the produce of agricultural labour, the amount exported from this 
river might within a reasonable period reach a million instead of 145,000/. in — 
value. A few years back it would have been considered more improbable that 
the export of one article, till then almost unknown, should have reached last 
year the amount of 145,000/., than it may perhaps seem now that from 145,000/. 
it should in ten or twelve years rise to a million sterling. There is abundance 
of soil—thousands of square miles which merely need the hand of the cultivator 
to make them teem with wealth; and if the population along the banks of the 
river be not sufficient to supply the increased demand for the productions of 
the soil, it cannot be doubted that the natives in the interior would flock to the 
Gambia in increased numbers. It appears from the experience of past years 
that the number of additional labourers who annually migrate from the interior 
to Bathurst and the countries adjoining the Gambia—in other words, that the 
amount of labour forthcoming—has always been proportioned to the demand 
for the produce of labour. The calculations of self interest alone have regu- 
lated the demand and the supply; and the present system, unencumbered by 
foreign help, has hitherto worked admirably. If no unforeseen circumstances 
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interfere with the extensive commerce commenced here, I anticipate results in 
a very few years surprising to those who have not watched the progress of 
events here, and valuable from the incalculable benefit which they must confer 
on the natives of a country in which the British Government has so long mani- 
fested a profound interest. 

29. The consequences of such an extension of commerce here would be the 
immediate diffusion of peaceful pursuits and civilizing wants, leading ultimately 
to the cessation of the great obstacle to civilization and trade here, viz. intestine 
wars and feuds between the petty native kingdoms into which this part of Africa 
is divided. A great change in this respect has already taken place in this river. 
The “ Tilliebunkas” (7. e. men from the east) and other labourers, who now 
periodically visit the Gambia for the purpose of farming, and selling their agri- 
cultural produce, and who pay to the proprietors of the soil a share of the 
proceeds of their speculation, create thereby a mew interest ; an interest opposed 
to all:wars and disturbances likely to drive away such profitable tenants, whose 
pursuits require that they should have more than five months in each year of 
unmolested leisure for tilling the soil, gathering, and disposing of the produce. 
As all the countries adjoining the great water road of the Gambia receive 
annually numbers of these visitors, whilst a great portion of the regular resi- 
dents are also engaged in similar pursuits, it obviously results, that a common 
interest opposed to wars and disturbances is rapidly springing up and uniting 
distant as well as neighbouring tribes, who till lately could not be said to have 
had any bond of union. In proportion, therefore, as the commerce which 
requires so much leisure and security for agricultural pursuits can be extended, 
in the same proportion will that bond of union amongst the natives near this 
river be strengthened. Already much progress has been made towards so 
desirable a result, but as might be anticipated much more still remains to be 
effected. 

30. This Government has a high and noble mission before it, as conservator 
of the general peace in countries connected with this river, and protector of 
the many thousands who have shown a willingness to engage in industrial 
pursuits. Personal security and a steady market for that produce is all they 
require. The first may not appear much to expect in England, but in Africa 
it is che one great want. Where there is not a reasonable hope of being per- 
mitted to enjoy the fruits of industry, what temptation can there be to labour ? 
Men do not toil either here or in Europe to accumulate property which is 
likely to become the spoil of robbers or the prey of some tyrannical chief. 
The great and important question of the willingness of the native African to 
engage not merely in desultory labour, but year after year to seek for and 
pursue a continuous course of’ agricultural industry, has been for the first time 
satisfactorily and completely solved by the history of commerce at the Gambia. 
It would be idle to tax any longer with indolence a race of men who travel 
hundreds of miles in quest of an opportunity to labour and in search of a 
secure market, ‘There remains, nevertheless, the question of how this Govern- 
ment can best contrive to extend to all who are inclined to work, that personal 
security which I have shown to be so essential. 

31. This is unquestionably the most difficult task which devolves on the 
Governor of this colony. On the one hand, his entire policy must be directed 
to extending the blessings of peace and commerce, whilst on the other hand 
to give effect to that policy, he must be always ready to act with energy and 
firmness against disturbers of the general peace, so far as the limited means at 
his disposal may permit. ‘Those means have been during my administration, 
and must always be, extremely slender. The three companies of West India 
regiments which compose the garrison of these settlements are always much 
below their complement, and seldom number more than 230 rank and file. 
These are distributed over various distant stations, comprising M‘Carthy’s 
Island, nearly 180 miles up the river, Fort Bullen on the Barra shore opposite 
Bathurst, Cape St. Mary in the kingdom of Combo, and Bathurst the seat of 
government. 

82. Nevertheless if that force be kept up on a proper footing, and be suffi- 
ciently provided with all necessary ordnance stores, it seems sufficient for most 
occasions on which it is likely to be required. I regret however to state, that 
apparently from an erroneous idea as to the relative importance of this station 
compared with other colonies, the small garrison here has seldom been ade- 
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quately provided with munitions of war, and occasionally is left without even 
those requisite for the most ordinary routine of garrison duties. Ordnance 
stores, demanded since 1849, and promised since 1850, have not yet arrived, 
and at present it would be difficult to find a field piece at the Gambia capable 
of travelling five miles without the carriage crumbling in pieces. The com- 
plement of powder necessary for salutes and firing the morning and evening 
gun is now made up from old cartridges, and the commissariat has been obliged 
to purchase some powder of an inferior quality and high price from the 
merchants. Nevertheless, the possession of a steamer has for the last few years 
more than counterbalanced all these deficiencies, by enabling the Executive 
here to concentrate rapidly a sufficient force on any point near the river. To 
send a detachment to M‘Carthy’s Island would formerly have occupied on an 
average twelve days, and have occasioned great discomfort and probable injury 
to the health both of officers and men; whereas now the Governor can send 
troops there in little more than twenty-six hours. Thus a species of ubiquity 
is given by such facility of transport to the small force maintained in this river, 
whilst the main body of the troops can generally be kept at head quarters 
under the eye of their commanding officer, because the less isolated state of 
distant detachments renders it unnecessary now to maintain them at their 
former strength. 

33. I am aware that the attention of Her Majesty’s Government has in late 
years been peculiarly directed to the Gambia, and the inhabitants of the British 
Settlements there, though formerly imbued with a very different feeling, are 
now gratefully sensible of that fact. Nevertheless I would most respectfully 
and specially urge on Her Majesty’s advisers the necessity of maintaining the 
small detachment of troops allowed to this station in a perfect state of 
equipment. ‘There is probably no portion of Her Majesty’s dominions in which 
there is so great a risk of the troops being called on to undertake duties of the 
most arduous and responsible character. It is true that the seeds of industry 
and civilization have been plentifully sown from here far into the interior, but 
such plants require careful culture and watchfulness if we hope to rear them to 
maturity on an African soil. A great and an extensive experiment is now in 
progress here, and every friend of humanity must deplore the occurrence of any 
circumstances calculated to mar so fair a prospect, now for the first time opening 
here. 

34. I say “for the first time” because till a unity of commercial interests had 
begun to bind together the various tribes which people the banks of this river 
to a distance of 400 miles from its mouth, and till a species of public opinion on 
certain topics of common interest had been created,—a public opinion sufficiently 
strong and intelligent to make itself respected and understood in the general 
meetings and “palavers” of the natives,—the Executive here was, as it were, 
without an efficient ally amongst the forty or fifty different tribes and petty 
kingdoms with which this Government keeps up an intercourse more or less 
frequent. At present there is a rapidly increasing community of feeling on 
certain points, and the self-interest of most of the native chiefs and proprietors 
of the soil is teaching them the necessity of maintaining peace if they wish to 
extract from that soil produce sufficient to purchase what they once regarded 
as luxuries, but which are gradually becoming necessaries, thus marking the 
first decided progress towards civilization. 

35. This Government has therefore acquired by the altered circumstances 
and feelings of the natives a more valuable accession of strength than any addi- 
tion to the garrison or any supplies of ordnance stores could confer, It would, 
however, be a great error to suppose it possible within any definite period safely 
to diminish the already small physical force placed at the disposal of this 
Government. ‘That force, independent of its general garrison duties, may be 
regarded as the police of this river, the conservators of its peace, so necessary 
for the development of commerce and civilization. The natives, whose imper- 
fect systems of government are insufficient to maintain their own internal tran- 
quillity or protect them from aggression from without, gladly look to this Govern- 
ment as a power to which all have a right to appeal, and whose decisions carry 
with them each year increasing weight. 1t would also be erroneous to suppose 
that as vet the nations along this river understand their own interests sufficiently 
to exert themselves exclusively for the maintenance of order; on the contrary, 
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the man who cultivates his farm to-day scruples little to join to-morrow in any 
predatory excursion which affords him a chance of booty. 

36. It is, nevertheless, remarkable of late years that those who are most addicted 
to such turbulent and predatory habits are not in general the resident owners 
of the soil. They are more frequently “ strangers,” as they are termed in the 
river, men who wander about from one town to another, ready to turn their 
hands to anything, and with whom the excitement of cattle stealing and a bush 
life have greater charms than a more peaceful and fixed existence. I am sorry 
to say that amongst these “ strangers ” are occasionally found, even some of the 
Tilliebunkas who come from the interior to cultivate the soil; but who on 
bartering their produce for European goods, are sometimes tempted before 
returning to their native country, to undertake predatory expeditions, and side 
with different parties engaged in hostilities. It could not be expected that it 
should as yet be otherwise. In an uncivilized country, where the traveller, be 
he priest or merchant, must nevertheless expect to prove himself occasionally 
something of a soldier, if he mean to travel safely, it is not surprising that 
acts of violence should take place; but it is matter at once of surprise and 
congratulation that the evidences of a turbulent disposition should be so infre- 
quent as they are now. 

37. In proof of the check given to wars and disturbances by the growth of a 
more intelligent public feeling amongst the natives, | may mention that the King 
of Barra, the country opposite to Bathurst, has been now nearly two years 
engaged in hostilities with a neighbouring chief; but although ten or fifteen 
years ago the king could have mustered 2,000 or 3,000 men to assist him in such 
an enterprise, the great body of his subjects now keep aloof from him, and 
declare that the king is “ spoiling” their country, and that they wish for no 
wars, but merely for leisure to cultivate their lands in security. They even 
regard the king as not “ right in his head,” and almost the only persons whom 
the latter can retain to assist him in warlike projects are parties ‘ strangers ” in 
Barra, and unconnected with the ownership of the land there. The conse- 
quence is, that the king makes little progress in his enterprise, and his war is 
anything but popular with his people. 

38. ‘There must always, however, remain the chance of wars arising from 
local circumstances and the excitement of passions, common to all races and 
every degree of civilization. The civil war now raging in Combo, the country 
with which we are most closely connected, and where we have a detachment of 
troops and a barrack, is an illustration of this; yet, even in the case of Combo, 
the benefit conferred by the commercial spirit, spreading amongst the nations 
near this river, is well exemplified for the principal hope which I entertain of 
settling the war, is based on the desire which I know both parties must feel for 
leisure to cultivate their lands. 

39. I am so convinced that ail which this or any other Government can by 
direct interference effect for the improvement of the African is as nothing com- 
pared with that which the growth of a more intelligent public feeling amongst 
the natives themselves can accomplish, that I have dwelt at some length on this 
topic, which all who have a competent knowledge of this country must admit to 
be the most important question connected with this coast which can occupy the 
attention of Her Majesty’s Government. When the Executive here has during 
my administration been reluctantly compelled on a few occasions to have had 
recourse to arms, the result has fortunately been beneficial, but principally 
because the general feeling of the natives was in support of this Government. 
In the case of the expedition undertaken against the King of Keenung in 1849, 
the exhibition of a small but well-disciplined and well-appointed force marching 
with their artillery for several days through the territory of a chief eighty miles 
distant from the seat of government, and inflicting on him a severe punishment 
for an unprovoked robbery of a merchant’s store, and a savage attack on myself, 
has made every chief sensible that he can, if necessary, be reached by the arm 
of this Government; and I believe that the supporters of peace in countries 
bordering on the river have derived from the result of that expedition a degree of 
moral strength and influence which they never before possessed. In proportion 
as this Government is known to be energetic and strong, in the same proportion 
is the influence of the supporters of order and commerce strengthened, because 
their interests and those of this Government are known to be identical. 
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40. In like manner the resolute attitude assumed by this Government 
towards the King of Barra in 1848, and the King of Combo in 1850, proved 
that neither general forbearance or love of peace are inconsistent with a deter- 
mination to maintain our rights, and, when necessary, punish unprovoked 
aggression. ‘The number of troops allowed to this station, if properly supplied 
with ordnance stores, and occasionally assisted by the militia, would be sufficient 
for all these purposes, because the country along both the northern and southern 
banks of the river is so subdivided that no one chief could make head against 
this Government; and in the event of any chief unjustifiably engaging in 
hostilities with us, the probability now is, that he would not be supported by a 
great number of his subjects, who regard this Government as their protector. 

41. In the foregoing observations I do not include the great Mahometan 
Foulah nations north and south of the Gambia, in the upper river above 
M‘Carthy’s Island. Those nations own no land bordering on the river; but 
unfortunately, not being therefore so immediately interested in the general 
commerce here, still retain their former turbulent disposition, and almost annu- 
ally visit the native towns and villages along the banks of the upper river with 
large bodies of cavalry, and commit great depredations. The rapidity of their 
movements and the impossibility of following these disturbers of the general 
peace into the interior, must always prevent this Government from adopting 
any measures of a retaliatory or aggressive character against them. Within the 
last two years they have more than once threatened a descent on M‘Carthy’s 
Island; but as they have themselves commenced forming settlements along the 
southern bank, there is every reason to hope that in a few years the extending 
circle of commercial interests will reach them. One Foulah chief with whom I 
had an interview last March, near M‘Carthy’s Island, and who might be 
regarded as a fair representative of his countrymen now settling above that 
place, has, since I spoke to him, abstained from all acts of violence, and even 
protects many visitors from the interior passing through his territory to the island. 
A curious and ancient tradition cherished by the Foulahs, of their being 
descended from a white race, has also been often brought forward by them in 
conferences with myself, as a proof that they cannot have any interest different 
from our own, and I have actually known this singular feeling to exercise a 
partial influence over their conduct. 

42. Notwithstanding that most of the remarks which I have hitherto made 
must be regarded as disclosing a very encouraging picture of our prospects here, 
I think it right to point out one very unsatisfactory circumstance in our export 
trade. ‘The circumstance to which I allude is the fact of our export trade here 
depending in a very disproportioned manner on one staple article of produce, 
viz. ground-nuts. The whole amount of exports last year reached in value 
186,404/., yet of that sum no less than 183,133/. was represented by ground- 
nuts. This fact is the more deserving of attention when it is remembered that 
the principal market for ground-nuts is France, where they are sold frequently 
as high as 14d. 10s. per ton, whilst their average price in England is rarely more 
than 10/. Any shock to commercial credit in France is, consequently, imme- 
diately felt here, and as the political condition of that country is not so firmly 
established as might be wished, it is obvious that the trade of these settlements 
is exposed to very great risks and uncertainty. 

43. I have endeavoured to awaken amongst the merchants here a due sense 
of the importance of these considerations, and to point out the necessity for 
encouraging the growth of some other staple article of produce. I see no 
reason for thinking that cotton could not be grown largely and successfully in 
this river. It is clear that there is plenty of land suited for cultivation, and 
abundance of willing hands to till it. All that is wanted is to create a steady 
demand for cotton at a remunerative price to the labourer. ‘The latter has 
already been trained to pursuits of agricultural industry, and has learned 
that by means of such industry he. can at little cost procure for himself the 
articles which he most covets. As cotton, however, requires more time than 
ground-nuts to arrive at maturity, it cannot be expected that there would at 
first be found as many labourers willing to undertake the cultivation of cotton 
as are now found ready to devote themselves to the less tedious cultivation of 
ground-nuts, yet it must be evident to Her Majesty’s Government that the 
more continuous the course of industry may be to which the natives can be 
trained to submit, the more settled must their habits of life become. The culti- 
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vation of the ground-nut may be justly regarded as a preparation for more 
extensive and durable agricultural operations, and I believe that the soil and 
climate of the country here is fairly adapted to the production of cotton. 

44, I have heard it stated, that although of good quality in other respects, the 
cotton of Africa is short in the staple, and therefore of much inferior value to 
American cotton; but it is notorious that care and proper cultivation change the 
character and quality of vegetable products in a wonderfully short period. 
Even at present the cotton of the Gambia would fetch 5d. per |b. in England, 
and 2d. would not bean unfair remuneration to the grower here if paid in cash, 
but the question remains to be decided practically whether the producer can 
sell and the merchant here afford to purchase at those prices. 

45. I feel that the certainty of a secure market in England for such produce, 
the employment it would give to British capital and shipping, above all, the 
great effects such a tiade would have in civilizing the natives and teaching 
them settled and industrious habits, all render the experiment worth trying. 
No mere Government plan or model farm can succeed, except partially, and at 
great expense. Experience proves that such schemes, however wisely intended 
and apparently well planned, generally end in jobbing and failure. If cotton 
cannot pay both the producer and the merchant, nothing can force it into 
cultivation. If it will pay, then self interest will lead to an extensive commerce 
in cotton as it has already done in ground-nuts, though a fair trial must be given 
to the former, before any decision can be arrived at. 

46. I cannot but wish, therefore, that this Government had the means of 
giving land of fair average fertility to the numerous liberated Africans and others 
who are at present scattered through the adjacent countries in search of a pre- 
carious livelihood. If they were collected into a town with sufficient land round 
it both for tillage and grazing, and were subjected to no other tax than either a 
fair quit-rent or a tithe of the produce in return for the land and the protection 
of this Government, they would very soon be able to defend their own town 
and maintain themselves with little or no aid from the Government. 

47. If it were possible that such a town could be located near to the seat of 
Government here, so that it might be under the constant supervision of the 
Governor and the proper authorities, as also what is almost equally important, 
be easily visited by the merchants and other residents, it might with very little 
help in the commencement from Government, become a thriving and self- 
supporting community. I believe facilities for carrying out such a plan exist 
here to an extent which Her Majesty’s Government is scarcely aware of, and of 
which it is certain that even the best friends of Africa are almost entirely 
ignorant. 

48. It would surprise many in England to be told that within eight miles of 
this harbour, and at the entrance of a river which for a long succession of years 
has had the reputation of possessing one of the most deadly climates in the 
world, there exists a tract of land near Cape St. Mary, along the borders of the 
Atlantic, and varying in its elevation above the sea from fifty to ninety feet, 
which enjoys a more salubrious climate and a cooler average temperature 
throughout the year than most places in the West Indies, if the testimony 
of the numerous officers who have served there, and who annually visit this 
colony, can be relied on. It owes these advantages in part to its elevated posi- 
tion, and its exposure both to the sea and land breezes, which are almost con- 
stantly sweeping over it; but I believe that the difference of its climate from 
that of Bathurst is still more owing to the fact that the ground not only slopes 
towards the sea in front, but also declines gradually towards the rear, so that it 
is perfectly drained by nature. The country near it is in general open and 
park-like, with a soil of average fertility. 

49. There being no good anchorage near it, and the first residents here having 
been persons entirely devoted to commercial pursuits, this tract of country was 
neglected for many years, A portion of it, however, was twice purchased from 
the natives by governors of this colony, for sums so small and under circum- 
stances of so little publicity that I found both purchases denied by the natives, 
with the exception of a small piece of land on which Her Majesty’s Government 
had erected a convalescent house for the troops. At the close of 1850 I found 
means to induce the King of Combo and his principal chiefs to guarantee in the 
most public manner to the British Crown possession of a portion of the country 
in question, about 2} miles in length, but with very little breadth. ‘That ground 
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is now marked out by pillars in masonry, but its confined limits render it useless 
for almost anything but building purposes. I have had numerous applications 
from the merchants and other residents here for building ‘ots facing the sea, 
and expect that in a few years the new territory at the Cape, or Clifton, 
as it has been designated, will form one of the most cheerful and agreeable 
prospects on the coast. 

50. Small as that tract of ground is, it yet has peculiar claims on the atten- 
tion of Her Majesty’s Government; not so much because it would be easy to 
increase its extent if desirable, but on account of the comparative salubrity of 
its position. It is.evident that a square mile of perfectly healthy country would 
be invaluable on this coast, and such a tract as I have described must be valued 
in proportion as it may be found more healthy than Bathurst. As Her 
Majesty’s Government have expressed their willingness to undertake, in con- 
junction with this colony, the expense of constructing a road from Bathurst to 
Cape St. Mary, there is reason to hope that a vast improvement will thereby be 
effected in the circumstances of the colony. Not merely will our market here 
be more regularly supplied with meat and a variety of provisions, but the 
possession of more cheerful and healthy residences must gradually remove a 
great portion of that vague dread of the climate here, which if in part based on 
truth, is still more based on error. 

51. There would then be every opportunity, by a further acquisition of as 
much territory as British subjects here could bona fide occupy, of giving 
agricultural employment to numbers willing to cultivate either cotton or any 
other staple for which they could find a ready sale. A town such as that above 
described, and situated about two or three miles inland from our present 
military post at Cape St. Mary, would soon be a favourite place of resort for all 
residents at the Cape; and as in no previous case has a fair trial yet been 
given to such an experiment, I would gladly see what could be effected now by 
such means. 

52. There would be no difficulty in peopling such a town. There are 
numbers of liberated Africans who seek a livelihood in neighbouring countries, 
and many Jolloffs as well as others anxious to obtain and cultivate land, on 
being assured of protection. So completely has the mania for farming taken 
possession of the population here, that labourers who could earn 1s. per day 
quit Bathurst as soon as the rainy season commences, and hive land amongst the 
Mandingoes, where they slave and toil in an incredible manner for several 
months, to realise under disadvantageous circumstances a profit not amounting 
nearly to what they. might have earned with half the toil as labourers at 
Bathurst. The moment, therefore, it were known that Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment had determined upon establishing a town and a settlement in Combo, 
and upon giving small farmers a title to the land on condition of paying a 
moderate rent, either in kind or in money, I have no doubt whatever that more 
than a sufficiency of willing and hardy labourers would present themselves, and 
be ready to cultivate the soil, introducing cotton or any other produce which 
they might be encouraged to cultivate. The same parties would be well able 
to defend their new settlement, at little or no expense to Government. The 
indirect protection afforded by the countenance of the British Government in 
the immediate locality of their labour is all that is required, and a somewhat 
less feeble policy, when the question is, how to advance civilization by termi- 
nating intestine wars. 

53. I am sensible that till more land, capable of cultivation, shall have been 
added to the sandy island within whose limits this settlement is confined, it 
cannot be ascertained how far this place is capable of becoming not merely 
a trading depdt, but a habitable, populous, and thriving colony. It is true that 
more solid and commodious houses in proportion to its population adorn 
some streets of Bathurst, than perhaps any of our West India colonies ; but 
neither our excellent harbour, well built streets, or extensive commerce, 
can supply the want of land, a want which is at once a natural and healthy 
sign of progress. In reference to that want, I would observe that whatever 
objections there may be to increasing our territories in this part of the world or 
elsewhere, I am not aware of any objection which can be raised to the acquisition 
of as much land as we can bona fide occupy, and I am of opinion that the culti- 
vation and permanent tenure of the soil is essential to any lasting improvement 
amongst the natives. Those who are not mechanics and who are yet something. 
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more than labourers, and all those who leave Bathurst because they cannot find 
room or opportunity there for agricultural pursuits, might be made a useful 
medium for extending at little expense our social customs, religion, and a 
portion of our civilization amongst the natives. A town properly planned, well 
located, and neatly kept (which its vicinity to head-quarters might with little 
trouble ensure) could accomplish much, which the mere commercial business 
carried on in this island never can effect ; and such a settlement in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood of European knowledge would soon give opportunity for 
ascertaining whether cotton or any other production of the soil can repay 
native cultivation. 

54, [ have reasoned on this point as though there were no difficulty in the 
way but that of obtaining permission from Her Majesty’s Government to occupy 
the land in question, and such is in reality the case. The king and chiefs of 
Combo have offered the ground, provided we assist them in terminating 
the intestine wars which have long been devastating the country in the 
immediate vicinity of our military post at Cape St. Mary. Such is the deplor- 
‘able state to which Combo has been reduced by the protracted civil war raging 
there, that sooner or later Her Majesty’s Government must permit some inter- 
vention, and will find itself under the necessity of sanctioning active operations, 
and the sooner that course be adopted the easier will the task be performed. It 
is impossible to stand by and witness murders and bloodshed close to us, and 
behold a country, formerly the thost peaceable and one of the best cultivated 
near this river, rapidly becoming demoralized, and changing into something 
little better than a wilderness, without questioning the humanity which forbids 
us by interference to restore peace, security, and plenty to a population which 
is daily being removed further from all those blessings. 

55. Whatever opinions may prevail as to the general policy which we ought 
to pursue elsewhere in this river,—and I have endeavoured to sketch in this 
despatch the outline of that policy, which the experience and travel of many 
years in this part of Africa had induced me to recommend and to follow for 
nearly five years,—whatever opinions, I repeat, may prevail as to that general 
policy, I apprehend that we have not much choice left us in dealing with the 
affairs of Combo. No one can be a passive spectator when his next-door neigh- 
bour sets fire even to his own house, without remonstrating, or, if necessary, 
using force to prevent such a deed. That is our present position in regard to 
Combo, which has always been, is still, and must continue to be closely con- 
nected with us in a variety of ways. It is not long since some of the combatants 
there approached our ground and fought till their bullets struck the barrack 
wall, and the houses and fences of European residents. Moreover, large bodies 
of the natives were in arms, and as there was no appearance of the disturbance 
coming to an end, I was obliged to order the whole of the British troops in 
garrison at Bathurst to be moved to Cape St. Mary for the protection of that 
post, and the militia were consequentiy ordered to do the garrison duty at 
Bathurst, and some of them are still on duty there. All this is expensive, and 
without any conclusive result at present, whilst I may safely say that such a 
succession of outrages, robberies, and murders committed if not actually on our 
own territory, yet in its immediate vicinity, cannot continue without reflecting 
more or less discredit on ourselves in the eyes of the natives, to whom we must 
appear either very indifferent or very feeble, whilst our present attitude is subver- 
sive of that system which has been successfully followed here during nearly five 
years. How can we be regarded by more remote nations as conservators of the 
general peace, if we appear unable to maintain tranquillity in our immediate 
neighbourhood ? 

56. I therefore believe that sooner or later we must follow the course of events, 
and that ere long we shall find ourselves established, with the consent of the 
king and chiefs of Combo, on such portion of that territory contiguous to Cape 
St Mary, as we can usefully occupy ; I believe also, that finally, most of those 
who are now residents at Bathurst will pass much of their time there, and that a 
stimulus will thereby be given to the progress of this colony of a nature which 
it has never hitherto received, for its population will then be sufficiently in- 
creased, and internal resources of an entirely new description be gradually but 
certainly developed. 

57. Thinking, as I do, that those events will come to pass, and that it is 
highly desirable they should take place, I cannot but advert here to a topic 
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which, though it might naturally appear more fitted to form the subject of a 
separate communication, is nevertheless intimately connected with the general 
policy which I am now seeking to explain and recommend. I therefore take 
this opportunity of stating that [ would gladly see Cape St. Mary made the 
principal military station in this river, unless there be some very cogent reason 
to the contrary. I cannot conceive why Her Majesty’s officers and troops 
should not be located in the healthiest station. I believe, that even if such a 
measure were attended with considerable expense it would be an item 
ungrudgingly allowed by all in England who wish well to the service. My 
conviction, however, is that no real extra expense would thereby be 
incurred. I doubt if Her Majesty’s Government can be aware of the annual 
expenditure now incurred through deficiency of barrack accommodation at 
Bathurst. The enclosed return will probably show that there is no wise economy 
in continuing the present uncomfortable position of Her Majesty’s officers and 
troops in respect to quarters at the Gambia. : 

58. That return has been furnished by Assistant Commissary General A. Sal- 
wey, the officer in charge of the commissariat here, and is an estimate of the 
probable expense which must be incurred in the year 1852-53, through defi- 
ciency of proper barrack accommodation at Bathurst. The amount of the esti- 
mate is 919/. 12s. 2d. That officer informs me also that there are buildings 
requiring repairs to the amount of 150/.; and as there must always be some 
such additional annual items, I think we may safely take 1,000/. per annum as 
the least amount expended by Her Majesty’s Government, not in rendering the 
officers comfortable, but in scattering them about the town at a distance from 
their men, in lodgings generally inconvenient and frequently unhealthy. I am 
also informed that great inconvenience is experienced on account of the various 
stores and offices being separated from one another by considerable distances. 
The barrack stores, for instance, are in four separate buildings. Nevertheless 
the maintenance of this uncomfortable state of things, subversive at once of the 
health of the officers and the discipline of the men, costs 1,000/. per annum,—a 
small sum, if expended on maintaining the efficiency of the service, but a mon- 
strous perversion of all rules of economy, if its expenditure inflicts an actual 
injury on the service. 

59. No evil, however, is without some counterbalancing good, and I consider 
it a fortunate circumstance that Her Majesty’s Government is not debarred 
from providing the best and most healthy accommodation for the military at 
this station, by having already incurred any very heavy expense in the erection 
of a suitable barrack and quarters at Bathurst. The 1,000/. per annum will go 
far towards the erection of good iron or stone barracks at Cape St. Mary in a 
better climate and (in a political point of view) a more fitting locality. A 
cheerful barrack, built on a cliff sixty feet above the level of the sea, will tend 
to render the Gambia a less objectionable station with the military than it can 
appear when viewed with its present inadequate and close lodgings, built on a 
foundation just one foot above high-water mark. The present barrack at 
Bathurst will then afford sufficient accommodation for the detachment required 
for the mere garrison duties of the town ; but the head quarters and staff, it is 
submitted, should be located in the healthiest position, and that unquestionably 
is at Cape St. Mary. 

60. In corroboration of the above, I may observe that the predisposing 
causes to bilious fever, from its mildest intermittent type to its worst form in 
yellow fever, are now known to be (like the predisposing causes of cholera) in 
a great measure removable by proper sanitary precautions. The improved 
drainage of Bathurst, the gradual filling up of swampy and low sites by the 
accumulation of the materials that always follow increase of population and 
buildings, show that much may be done to improve the general sanitary condi- 
tion of the town; and I am happy to think that exertions made by myself to 
direct public attention to this subject are bearing their fruits, and will no doubt 
in a few years render this place as much healthier than it is even now, as it has 
already become healthier than it was twenty years ago. 

61. I have therefore not been surprised to learn from the Second Report on 
Quarantine, that more than twenty-six years back, when 420 white soldiers 
were stationed here for a space of only nineteen months, 279 died, of whom 
234 fell victims to the fever of the climate. An entire regiment stationed in 
quarters more indifferent than those which are now represented as inadequate, a 
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regiment composed as the condemned corps in question was, of the worst and 
most dissipated characters, and stationed literally in a swamp, which Bathurst 
then was, might all have perished in that space of time without there being 
any more real grounds for surprise at such mortality than there would be at 
death ensuing from_a draught of poison or a bullet. No parallel however 
exists between the Bathurst of that day and of the present period, yet even 
now an expenditure of a million sterling could not raise the level of this island 
to the height of Cape St. Mary, and drain it as well as the latter place is 
drained without an expenditure of 5/. If therefore no money can render 
Bathurst (however improved that station may be) as healthy as a place which 
is not eight miles distant from it, and which, in a political point of view, is the 
more important military position, I cannot but think it prudent, and only an 
act of justice to officers serving here, that we should remove them to Cape 
St. Mary. Presuming that the statements in this despatch prove this colony 
to be of importance, not merely on account of its present extensive commerce, 
but still more by reason of the great results to humanity and civilization which 
it promises to develope, it cannot be the intention of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to withdraw the necessary protection of the troops; and if they be 
maintained here, I submit that some adequate reason should be alleged for 
continuing a system which not merely keeps them from the healthiest post, 
but aggravates the inconveniences and injurious effects of the less desirable 
stations where they are now quartered. 

62. I wished before leaving this colony to sketch its progress of late years, 
and to leave a record of the system of government pursued by myself, as well 
as of the principal measures which I think necessary for the further advance- 
ment of these settlements. I have therefore little room to comment on other 
matters, and must refer to the Blue Book for details, under the heads of Expen- 
diture, Public Works, Education, &c. &c., of last year. In this despatch I 
have sought to confine myself to topics of a more general nature and wider 
interest, and with this view I shall annex here a comparative table of the 
imports, exports, and tonnage inwards of the Gambia, during the year which 
has just elapsed, and the imports, exports, and tonnage of a few other British 
colonies some of which probably have a much higher place in public opinion 
than the Gambia. The latest records in my possession relating to other 
colonies, are those which I find in the published reports of the various gover- 
nors of colonies on the Blue Books for 1850. As I have shown that the 
present year is likely to exhibit a great increase both in the tonnage and exports 
of the Gambia over 1851, I do not think there is anything unfair in my con- 
trasting the last year of which I have authentic records here with the last year 
of which I possess authentic records relative to other colonies; unfortunately 
T have beer unable to obtain from those published reports all the information 
which I sought, but the following table may be useful, imperfect as it is: 


Taste, No. IV. 


Name of Colony. Shipping Inwards, Imports. Exports. Year. 
Tons £ £ 

Gambia - - - 25,491 107,011 186,404 1851 
Sierra Leone - - 26,436 97,890 115,139 1850 
Grenada - - - 22,450 133,647 105,510 1850 
St. Vincent - - 26,757 167,310 172,428 1850 
Tobago - - - 8,562 52,575 45,664 1850 
St. Lucia - - - 11,856 60,538 49,127 1850 
St. Kitt’s - - ~ - - 92,418 - - 1850 
Monserrat - - - - 9,332 8,577 1850 
Dominica - - - - ~ - “ 49,510 1850 
Western Australia - 15,988 52,351 22,1384 1850 
Bahamas - - - 31,117 92,756 37,921 1850 
Bermuda - - ~ - 130,501 19,960 1850 


63. It will surprise many, I have no doubt, to find that the exports of the 
Gambia in the above table exceed the exports in 1850 ofall the other colonies 
named therein, and as the Gambia has never been favoured with the same large 
government and admiralty expenditure as Sierra Leone, it may be useful more 
particularly to contrast the progress of the favourite colony of the friends of 
Africa with that of the Gambia during eleven years from 1840 to 1850 inclusive. 


GAMBIA. 
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When it is recollected that at one time the Government expenditure alone 
exceeded 80,000/. per annum at Sierra Leone, and that the Gambia was 
regarded as a dependency of that colony,—one whose name never figured in 
Exeter Hall when the educational and religious wants of the other were 
advocated and liberally supported,—it is satisfactory to trace in the following 
figures the healthy and unassisted development of the natural resources of the 


Gambia. 
TaBie, No. V. 
Imports, Exports. 
Year, Gambia. Sierra Leone. Gambia. Sierra Leone. Year, 
1840 105,441 124,587 65,888 1840 
1841 96,708 55,149 144,610 69,542 1841 
1842 111,153 78,376 146,939 90,327 1842 
1843 85,827 96,538 108,404 104,608 1843 
1844 96,152 83,049 136,757 91,444 1844 
1845 119,187 111,474 154,801 103,382 1845 
1846 95,403 105,368 164,805 125,875 1846 
1847 90,706 116,689 178,090 100,818 1847 
1848 68,960 89,173 158,590 . 95,615 1848 
1849 73,410 102,885 107,802 111,904 1849 
1850 86,036 142,366 115,189 1850 
Total 1,028,983 1,010,530 1,567,747 1,074,552 Total 


64. It thus appears that not merely were the total imports of the Gambia in 
the eleven years specified in the above table equal to those of Sierra Leone, but 
that they even exceeded the latter by more than 18,000/, whilst the exports 
of the Gambia during the same period exceeded those of Sierra Leone by nearly 
half a million sterling. It may also be added, that the value of ground-nuts 
alone exported last year from the Gambia (133,133/.) exceeded by several 
thousand pounds the value of ground-nuts and ground-nut oil exported from 
Sierra Leone during the whole eleven years given in the above table. There 
cannot be a doubt, therefore, that whatever the Gambia may have been in 
former years, it is now unquestionably the first British colony in commercial 
importance on the West Coast of Africa. 

65. I trust these undeniable facts will place this colony in its proper position, 
I am convinced that had one half the money which has been expended, and 
till lately with but few results, at Sierra Leone, been expended judiciously 
here, and had one half of the efforts made by English friends there been 
exerted here, it would long since have been discovered, that the easiest road 
(at least in these latitudes) into the interior of Africa, is by the Gambia; and 
that greater results, whether commercially or merely in a philanthropical and 
humane point of view, might have been achieved here than at Sierra Leone, 
the mass of whose population is a population actually imported and planted 
there at an enormous cost per head. It is evident the same population might 
have been by the same means located in any other situation, and an import 
trade thereby created for the purpose of supplying their wants; but the 
geographical and other advantages of the Gambia could not have been created 
and cannot be destroyed by any human means. 

66. All that is now required, is the permission of Her Majesty’s Government 
for the colony to avail itself of the circumstances which opportunely afford it 
a fair chance of acquiring in its immediate neighbourhood sufficient room for 
the expanding wants of its population. The colony has now attained that 
degree of strength and growth, at which it is natural to expect that this want 
of room, and this desire to direct into a profitable channel energies hitherto 
exerted under great disadvantages should be felt. I think also that the period 
has > 1 when so natural a claim may be safely acknowledged. 

I have, &c. 
Signed) RICHARD GRAVES MACDONNELL, 
Governor. 
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Enclosure 1. GAMBIA. 
Statement of the Assets and Liabilities of Her Majesty’s Settlements on the GAMBIA. Encl. No. 1. 
ASSETS. LIABILITIES, 
8. d, oS Sed: 
Cash in Colonial Chest, 238d Deposits in the Colonial Chest "21,12 0 
June 1852 - - - |1,590 19 4 || Steam Fund - ~ - 480 3 4 
Do, lent Commissariat - |3,000 0 0 Probable expenditure by the 
Balance in Agent General’s Agent General since the 
hands, 3lst March - - Bye aah oy 31st March : 
Cash since remitted to ditto - | 400 0 0 2 3.9 d: 
Pensions - - 3816 6 
Salaries and Al- 
lowances = 68 0 0 
Materials forGaol 180 8 9 
Stationeryforl851 92 5 4 
Do. 1852 92 0 O 
amas, S8l) TON 7. 
Balance showing clear assets - | 3,445 5 O 
£ |5,028 10 11 £ | 5,028 10 11 
D. RoBertson, 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Bathurst, Colonial Secretary. 
23d June 1852. 
Enclosure No. 2. Encl. No.2. 
Estimate of the probable expense to be incurred on account of a deficiency of barrack 
accommodation at the Gambia from April 1, 1852, to March 31, 1853, the garrison being 
taken at the authorized strength of twelve regimental officers and the usual staff -— 
PER EXISTING AGREEMENTs — = 3. od. 
Hire of a quarter for three regimental officers - - 2 ie) OY 10 
2 rf the officer commanding - - 86 0 0 
a m soldiers’ barrack - - - 380 0 0 
” »” » “% - 3. is 36 0 0 
Fr . commissariat officers, office and stores - 200 0 0 
* + clerk of works and engineer’s stores - 70 0 0 
Estimated 55 civil Ordnance officer and Ordnance stores 100 0 0 
Local rates on the above buildings ~ - - - = .20° 0 0 
Whitewashing, painting, and other repairs - - - 100 0 0 
Total for hired buildings - 722 0 0 
Lodging money for four regimental officers, two ser- 
geants, one sergeant’s mess-room, and one com- 
missariat issuer - - - - 176 6 4 
Deduct for casualties by death or otherwise - - 6016 8 
Total for lodging money e H152 958 
Forage allowance for two officers in consequence of being quar- 
tered in buildings hired by Government at a distance from 
barrack, in pursuance of garrison order dated May 13,1852 - 82 2 6 
Total - 919 12 2 
(Signed) ALFRED SALWEY, 
Acting A.C. G. in charge of Ordnance, 
Commissariat, Gambia, June 1, 1852. &e. &e. 
’ VAN D if 
VAN DIEMEN’S LAND. LAND. 
(No. 109.) No. 27. No. 27. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Sir W. Denison to Earl Grey, 


Van Diemen’s Land, Government House, 


My Lorp, 


August 4, 1851. 
(Received January 19, 1852.) 


I wave the honour to forward herewith the Blue Book for the year 


1850, and to submit the following remarks upon the 
which the information afforded is classified. 


2. The first Table shows the net revenue and the expenditure in 


and on inspecting the total it will be seen 


that a sum of 2,176/. 15 
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taken from the Land Fund to supply a deficiency arising from the falling off 
of the revenue in former years, which left a balance of debt against the 
colony, which it became necessary to clear away. The circumstances con- 
nected with this employment of a portion of the Land Fund have already 
received the sanction of Her Majesty’s Government, and need not therefore 
be further alluded to here. 

3. On reference to the comparative statement of the revenue for the years 
1849 and 1850, a glance at the totals would make it appear that there has 
been a decrease of 25,813]. 2s. 2d., balanced to a certain extent by an 
increase of 6,396/. 18s. 6d., showing, however, a diminution in the actual 
receipts of 19,416/. 3s. 8d. Upon inspecting, however, the various items 
under which the revenue is classified, it will be seen that a sum 15,048/. 18s. 
was borrowed from the Land Fund in 1849 for the purpose of paying off 
a portion of the debt owing to the Commercial Bank, and that a portion 
of the contribution of the Home Government towards the expense of the 
Police and Gaols for 1848 was credited to the revenue in 1849, making 
thereby an apparent increase of 6,250/. in the revenue of that year; deducting 
these two items, which amount to 21,298/. 18s., from the gross deficiency, will 
leave a balance of 4,544/. 4s. 2d.; and if this amount be taken from the gross 
increase, 6,396/. 18s. 6d., there will be a balance in favour of the revenue 
of 1,882/. 14s. 4d. 

Of the sum of 6,396/. 18s. 6d. no less than 3,260/. 4s. 10d. is derived from 
additional payments by the Home Government, which, though made in 
former years, have only in the course of 1850 been carried to account in 
the estimate of either revenue or expenditure. 

4. The actual decrease in the revenue arising from colonial sources amounts 
to 1,377/. 10s. 6d. The principal falling off appears to have been in the 
Customs, in which, although the receipts at Hobart Town have increased 
592/. ls. 1ld., those at Launceston have diminished to the extent of 
2,078. 15s. 4d. 

The receipts from fines and fees in the different courts of the colony ‘have 
shown as usual a steady decrease, while there has been an increase in the 
postage revenue to the extent of upwards of 1,100/. 

5. Upon reference tothe comparative statement of the expenditure in 
1849 and 1850, it will be scen that while an increase had taken place in 
some items to the extent of 9,178/. Os. 8d.,.a decrease is shown in others to 
the amount of 28,383/. 8s. 7d. The difference, 19,205/. 7s. 11d., being the 
actual diminution in the expenditure of 1850 as compared with that of 1849. 
Of this, however, 16,364/. 10s. 8d. is due to the payment in 1849 of debts to 
that amount, the actual decrease of expenditure in 1850 being 2,840/. 17s. 3d. 

It is not necessary to go into any detailed explanation of the particular items 
in which an increase or a decrease of expenditure has taken place, the tables 
themselves show that the difference in excess or defect is spread generally over 
all the heads of the account. 

6. Under the head of local revenue raised and appropriated under the authority 
of any municipal or other body, not accounted for in the general revenue of the 
colony, the receipts from the tolls or money levied by a rate from the land for 
the improvement or repair of the roads has been inserted; the returns refer 
solely to the expediture on certain lines of road, which have been placed in the 
hands of trustees, and are in point of fact those published in accordance with 
the Act establishing the different trusts; and although the amount raised and 
appropriated is but small, the benefit which has been already derived from the 
outlay has been such as to encourage those who have commenced the system 
to persevere, and to induce others to look forward with anxiety to the means 
of establishing similar arrangements for levying and appropriating local funds, 
so that in the course of a few years I have every reason to hope that the return 
ander this head will exhibit a marked increase. 

7, Under the head of expenditure incurred by the colony on account of the 
military defence, I have inserted the amount paid out of the Land Fund for the 
settlement of the military pensioners. 

Tam aware that in doing so I have put rather a forced construction upon the 
meaning of the heading, but as there was no other head under which this outlay 
could be inserted, I conceived it better to place it where it stands, than to 
leave it altogether unnoticed 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 211 


The sum paid has been devoted in great measure towards assisting the men 
in building houses upon the small allotments of land which have been granted 
to them, and in very many instances they have been enabled by the trifling aid 
thus afforded to settle themselves comfortably, and commence the cultivation 
of their allotments with good prospect of success. 

8, The commissariat expenditure for military service shows a slight decrease, 
though the charge for provisions, fuel, and light has increased in consequence 
of the rise in the price of provisions. The total outlay in 1850 is 64,330/., 
as against 67,890/. in 1849. There has also been a reduction to the extent of 
22,463/. in the convict expenditure, the outlay in 1850 having been 120,213/., 
as against 142,676/. in 1849. 

9. The amount expended upon the public works of the Colony has fallen 
short of the outlay in 1849 to the extent of 935/., but on reference to the 
returns, it will be seen that the diminution has taken place in the expenditure 
upon the main line of road, which, as it approaches its completion, will naturally 
require only that amount of outlay upon it which will be necessary to keep a 
good turnpike road 120 miles in length in a state of perfect repair, which, 
under ordinary circumstances, and in so favourable a climate as this, should not 
exceed perhaps 10/. or 12/. a mile. 

The diminution in the expenditure upon the main road has been upwards of 
1,400/., the amount therefore applied to other works has been in excess of the 
outlay of 1849. The principal items upon which any large amount of public 
money has been expended, are, 

The wharves at Hobart Town and Launceston ; 

The improvement of the navigation of the River Tamar ; 

The main line of road between Hobart Town and Launceston ; 

The repair of the streets of these two towns ; 

The repair of the light-houses, and the extension of works by which Hobart 
Town is supplied with water. 

The outlay upon these has amounted to 7,848/. 14s.; the balance, amount- 
ing to 1,806/., has been expended in keeping the public buildings in repair, and 
in the erection of various buildings for the accommodation of the police in 
different parts of the Colony. 

With regard to the wharves, both at Hobart Town and Launceston, the 
object of the Government has been, first, to place those which were previously 
in existence in a thorough state of repair, and then to extend the amount of 
accommodation in, the manner best suited to meet the present and probable 
future wants of the mercantile community at each of these ports. The 
increase of trade, especially at Hobart Town, has been so great as to require 
the utmost activity on the part of the Government to meet the actual and 
increasing want of accommodation; and it became necessary, looking to the 
mode in which the town is distributed round the banks of a cove in the great 
estuary of the Derwent, to devise some scheme by which as much accommoda- 
tion as possible could be provided in the immediate vicinity of the business 
part of the town. 

The plan which is forwarded herewith will show the general scheme upon 
which it is proposed to carry out the future works. Your Lordship will see, 
that it is intended to secure as great an amount of wharfage as possible, by the 
construction of basins along the edge of the water, upon the principle carried 
out so extensively at Liverpool. The difference will be, that as the tide here 
only rises and falls a few feet, these basins will always be open, so as to 
allow vessels to enter at any time of tide. The basin marked A. in the 
accompanying plan was completed in the course of 1850, and was thrown open 
to the trade on the lst December; it was intended, and will hereafter be used 
principally for the small craft which ply up and down the river and bring 
supplies to the market, a new market-place, to which allusion will be made 
hereafter, being now in course of construction in the immediate vicinity. The 
depth at low-water spring tides is full ten feet, and this is sufficient for the 
ordinary run of coasting vessels and colonial traders to which the dock has 
already afforded great accommodation. Owing to the mode in which the 
walls have been constructed, carts have been able to come alongside of the 
vessel, and the saving of labour in loading and unloading has been estimated 
by the merchants engaged in the colonial trade at upwards of 100/. per annum 
for each vessel. 
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The general plan to which reference has already. been made includes a 
second basin, with an extent of wharf amounting to 1,500 feet altogether, 
uninterrupted (as indeed is the case with all the wharves at Hobart Town) by 
any private right of water frontage. 

Provision is also made for a dry dock; and to this I would wish to call the 
attention of the Government, as affording opportunities for the repair of the 
vessels of war navigating these seas; the size of the dock for all colonial 
purposes would not require to exceed that which could afford accommodation 
for vessels of from 600 to 1,000 tons. To make it available for large frigates 
and steamers, the width of the entrance would have to be increased, as well as 
the general dimensions of the dock ; the labour of this, however, would not be 
very great, nor the actual cost in money ; and it would be a matter of considera- 
tion whether, looking to the possible benefit which might accrue to Her 
Majesty’s vessels navigating in these seas, some assistance might not be given 
by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, as has been granted to the 
Government of New South Wales, in order to ensure the completion of the 
work upon a scale likely to be available for all descriptions of vessels. 

The general plan of the wharfage at Launceston is altogether upon a different 
principle from that of Hobart Town. Launceston is situated at the head of 
the navigation of a river in which the tide rises from ten to twelve feet. The 
space for the accommodation of vessels is limited, the town being built upon 
one bank only of the river, and as there is but a small body of fresh water 
coming down, the vessels at low water are obliged to lie aground, and are apt 
when loaded to receive some damage. In addition to this disadvantage the 
river below the port is narrow, shallow, and obstructed with sand and mud 
banks ; any scheme, therefore, for the improvement of this harbour must embrace 
not only the wants of the port itself, but also the improvement of the navigation 
up to it. 

With regard to the last, it was intended to carry out a scheme which has 
been adopted with great success on the Clyde below Glasgow, namely, to 
confine the tidal and fresh water towards the latter half of the ebb to the main 
channel of the stream, and thus to cause such a scour as will, in the case of 
mud or sand banks, sweep them away, and maintain a good and open channel. 

With regard to the port itself, the plan is to dam up the water in the river, 
leaving ample means for the discharge of flood water, so that the vessels along- 
side of the wharves would always lie afloat ; to construct a lock by which vessels 
which might be able to get up to the entrance can be admitted at any time of 
tide ; to construct a bridge across the dam, by which a communication would 
be established with the opposite bank of the river, and by thus turning the bed 
of the river into a basin, and constructing wharves on each side, ample accom- 
modation would be given for the trade of the port for some years to come. 
Hereafter it may be desirable to carry out the remainder of the plan as shown, 
by inclosing the mud flat in front of the town and making it into a basin. 

10. The works which have been carried on upon the main line of road are 
more of the nature of repairs than of new works, except in one or two instances 
where the line of road has been altered in order to avoid a steep ascent or 
descent. 

The line, however, is now complete from Hobart Town to Launceston, and 
in such a state as to allow coaches to travel upon it at the rate of from ten to 
twelve miles an hour. 

11. The repair of the streets of Hobart Town and Launceston has been 
carried on by the Government only until a municipal body can be properly 
organized to undertake the charge of these as well as other arrangements which 
may come within the sphere of their duties. 

In the same way the outlay upon the waterworks at Hobart Town, the 
object of which has been to extend the benefit of the supply as far as possible, 
has been conducted by the Government, but will, of course be handed over to 
the municipal body as soon as it can be constituted. 

12. The expenditure on the light-houses has been more of the nature of 
repairs than of new work; the object has been to place both the light-houses 
themselves, and the buildings for the keepers and their assistants, in such a 
state of permanent efficiency as may render any repairs beyond those of an 
ordinary character, such as painting, &c., unnecessary, for many years to come. 

13. In addition, however, to these works, which, as being paid for out of the 
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funds at the disposal of the Legislative Council, are inserted in the accounts of VAN DIEMEN's 
the Blue Book, there are sundry others of equal importance which are thrown cy 
upon the Land Fund. In former despatches I mentioned to your Lordship the Land Fund. 
discovery of large tracts of land, available for sale or leasing, to the westward 
of the great dividing range which, commencing near Hobart Town, runs in a 
north-westerly direction, separating the country into two parts most effectually. 
The height of this dividing ridge and the nature of the forest with which it 
is covered have hitherto proved a most effectual bar to the extension of occu: 
pation to the westward ; I have therefore commenced a road across this ridg-at! pod io new 
a point about sixty miles from Hobart Town, the height being there about 1,500 country. 
feet, and the length of the road to the point where it descends into the plain 
country to the westward, near the angle of the Gordon River, being about Gordon river. 
twenty-five miles. In connexion with this I am constructing a bridge over Bridge over 
the Derwent River, and which will be in a state of great forwardness, if not Derwent. 
actually completed, by the end of 1852. 

The importance of these works, which will have the effect of opening a large 
tract of country to profitable occupation, cannot be over-estimated ; by the road 
and bridge a ready access will be afforded to the sheepowner of the central 
districts to land at present unoccupied, a large portion of which, owing to its 
western exposure, and consequent greater moisture, will be available for culti- 
vation. Access is also given to the two harbours on the west coast, Port Port Davey and 
Davey and Macquarie Harbour, from which it is probable a large portion of Some Har- 
the produce of this western territory will hereafter be exported. sg 


14. The outlay upon public works of a military nature has amounted Military public 
to 2,104/. 1s. 4d., of which however 1,196/. 14s. 10d. has been expended in works. 
constructing a new powder magazine, in which the powder belonging to the Powder magazine. 
Government and that belonging to individuals will be stored. Half the 
charge for this magazine will be defrayed from colonial funds. 


15. The public works undertaken for convict purposes have cost Convict works, 
7,7331. 17s. 35d.; a large portion of this sum has been expended upon the 
ordinary and current repairs of buildings, &c.; but some most beneficial 
arrangements have been carried out at the Queen’s Orphan Schools for the Orphan schools. 
purpose of ensuring a better system of separation and instruction. Large 
additions have been made to the Female Factory, in order to simplify the Female Factory. 
arrangements for the maintenance of a proper system of discipline, and allow 
of all the female convicts in Hobart Town being brought together in one 
building. Some expenditure has also taken place at the Lunatic Asylum at Lunatic asylum. 
New Norfolk and the Female Factory at Ross, which have been essential 
to the proper maintenance of those establishments. 


16. The Acts passed by the Legislative Council in the session of 1850 Legislation. 
have been brought specially under your Lordship’s notice in former Despatches. 
I do not think it necessary to allude to them, particularly here, with the 
exception of those which have an especial bearing upon the matters to which 
I have before alluded in this Despatch. 


No. 3. empowers the inhabitants of the district of Hamilton to appoint Hamilton road 
trustees, and levy a rate, for the purpose of making and repairing the roads Act. 
in their district. By this Act, which has already been put in force, the road 
from Hobart ‘Town to the new bridge over the Derwent will be made and 
kept in order, and a ready access thus afforded from the capital to the heart 
of the country. 


No. 6. gives the Government power to construct a new market-place, and Markets. 
to remove the old one, which was most inconveniently arranged, and was 
besides in a ruinous state. The plan of the new building, which is in course Gia oy 
of erection, is forwarded herewith, and it will not only be most conveniently 
situated with regard to the vessels bringing produce to Hobart Town, but 
will also be an ornament to the principal street. 
No. 9. enables the Government to borrow money for the establishment Steam ferry. 
of the steam ferry across the Derwent opposite Hobart Town. This is very 
much wanted, the only means now of crossing the estuary with horses and 
vehicles is a bridge at Bridgewater about twelve miles up the river, but 
which only leads to the northern parts of the island, and a ferry five miles 
from Hobart Town, leading by a bad hilly and circuitous road’ to districts 
to the east and south, from which a great amount of produce is brought to 
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market. A regular steam communication, such as it is proposed to carry 
out, will not only be most beneficial both to the town and to the districts 
with which it will open a communication, but will also amply pay the expenses 
of its establishment, and give a stimulus to similar projects for which there 
are many favourable openings. 

17. The difference between the returns of the year 1850 and 1849 under 
the heads “ Pensions,” “ Population,” “ Ecclesiastical ” is too trifling to call for 
any special notice. 

18. With regard to education, I am happy to be able to point out to your 


‘Lordship a steady progressive increase in the number of schools, and of the 


children receiving instruction. The increase in 1850 as compared with 1849 
in the number of children has been 456, and in the number of schools eleven. 
While, however, I state this, and rejoice at the evidence thus afforded of an 
increased desire on the part of the people to give their children the benefits of an 
education, such as the means at the disposal of the Government will enable it 
to offer, I cannot lead your Lordship to suppose that I am in any way satisfied 
with the system itself. It has been adopted, not because it was the best that 
could be devised, but because it was that which led me to hope for the greatest 
practical results from the means at the disposal of the Government; and while 
I feel that much benefit has accrued to the community from its introduction, 
I cannot give up the hope of being able to organize a sounder and more 
perfect system. The main difficulty, as felt here as well as in England, is 
that of securing an adequate remuneration to those persons who may choose 
to devote themselves to the instruction of youth. Could a fair income be 
appropriated to the schcolmaster, any required extent of qualification might be 
fairly demanded from him, and could a prospect of continuous employment 
be held out to him, together with the certainty of a retiring allowance adequate 
to his support when his failing faculties or health may render the performance 
of his onerous duties impossible, I am convinced that no difficulty would be 
found, in the course of a few years, in training up a body of well qualified 
teachers, to whom the education as well as the instruction of the youth of the 
colony might fairly be entrusted. In order, however, to secure these objects, 
some special legislative provision will be required ; an enactment similar to that 
which I submitted to your Lordship in my Despatch, No. 91, dated 25th April 
1848, would provide ample means for remunerating the schoolmasters, while a 
retiring pension might be secured to them by means of a pension fund created 

small deductions from their pay. I have however to apologize for the 
introduction of these remarks on the present occasion ; I have done so in order 
that I might not be considered to advocate the system now in force, as that 
best suited to the colony, and that I might record my views generally on a 
question of so much importance to the colony. 

19. On reference to the Table showing the value of the imports into the 
colony, it will be seen that, with the exception of those from the United States, 
there has been an increase in the total value of the articles imported, amounting 
on the whole to upwards of 80,0001. ; and in the same way it will be seen that 
there has been an increase of twenty-six in the number of ships, and of 4,954 
tons in the total burthen of those which have arrived in this colony. 

On looking at the particular items, the most marked alteration appears to be 
a falling off in the quantity of cotton and linen goods to the extent of 16,0002. 
and upwards in value, and an increase in those manufactured of wool to the 
extent of 65,000/. and upwards. Under the other heads there is a falling off 
in some articles, and an increase in others, the cause of which in a limited 
market like this must be sought for in circumstances of a local and special 
character. 

On referring to the table of exports, it will be seen that the actual increase 
in the total value is upwards of 55,000, that the increase of tonnage outwards 
has been 5,718 tons, and that thirty-eight more vessels have sailed from the 
colony in 1850 than in 1849. A comparison of the items of these tables 
with those of 1849 will show that the increase has taken place principally in 
those articles which may be considered to form the staple exports of the colony, 
—flour, fruit, grain, hops, oil, timber, wool, and vegetables. The increase in 
grain has been in barley, malt, and oats; the quantity of wheat exported 
having been less than in former years. 

20. With regard to the agricultural return I have on former occasions 
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pointed out to your Lordship, that very little dependance can be placed upon VAN DIEMEN'S 
its accuracy. ‘There is, however, an evident improvement in the system of paries 
cultivation, green crops are more extensively introduced, more attention is 

being paid to the collection of manure, and the rise in the price of agricultural 

produce will give a stimulus to cultivation which has been wanting for some 

years. California has become a valuable market for potatoes, onions, &c., and California market. 
occasionally for flour, but there is a risk in speculating upon the price of this 

latter article, as it comes in competition with flour from Chili and North 

America, and the price may not prove remunerative. 


21. Shipbuilding appears to be carried on steadily. Twenty-five vessels, ship building. 
registering 2,610 tons, have been built in the colony during the last year. 
The different manufactories have gone on increasing their supply of articles, Manufactories. 
Leather has now become a large article of export, and the manufacture is Leather. 
improving daily. Soap is made in the colony of very good quality, sufficient Soap. 
to supply the average demand, and will shortly become, I have no doubt, 
an article of export. ‘The discovery of coal in several districts of the island Coals 
has led to the establishment of companies to work the coal mines; and there 
is every reason to believe that this will in a short time become a valuable 
article of export, as well as a most useful addition to the comforts of the 
people, and to the means of the manufacturer. 


22. The return of oil from the whale fishery has increased very much, the Oil. 
value being 70,659/. in 1850, against 48,960/. in 1849, though the number of 
vessels employed appears to have diminished. The advantages of Hobart 
Town, as a central point to which whaling vessels may resort, is certain to 
secure to it a large proportion of the whaling trade, as long as this shall 
prove remunerative, 


Upon the other subjects included in this Blue Book, I have no remark to 
make beyond those of last year. 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) W. DENISON. 
Ge. dee, See, 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA. Pleo syy 


(No. 58.) No. 28. No. 28. 
Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Firzceraxp to Earl Grey. 


Government House, Perth, April 12, 1852. 
My Lorp, Registered July 22, 1852. 
I nave the honour to transmit to your Lordship the Blue Book for the 
year 1851, and to submit the accompanying observations with reference to the 
statistics of the province for that period. 


Revenue. 


2. The revenue for the year 1851 amounts to 25,1662. 18s. 10d., being an 
increase over the year 1850 of 6,029/. 4s. Sd., thus :— 
Revenue 1851 £ 25,166 18 10 
a ERR 19,187 14 2 


£6,029 4 8 


The increase observable in customs is 3,379/. Os. 3d., thus :— 
Customs in 1851 £11,181 10 2 
: 1850 7,802 9 11 


ed 


£3,379 0 3 


This is derivable mainly from the greater amount of the duties paid on spirits 
and wine in bond; this will also explain the apparent anomaly of the small 
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increase in the apparent imports (4,247/.) as compared with the very large one 
in our customs revenue. The increase in land sales over those of 1850 is 
970l. 18s. 4d., thus :— 
Land sales 1851 - £2,328 1 8 
fA AROO oe Leg 


£970 18 4 


The increase in land revenue and rents is 891/. 10s. 4d., thus :— 
1851 - £1,759 6 O 
1850 - 86715 8 


£89110 4 


These are perhaps the most favourable symptoms of the steady advance of 
prosperity that the colony has afforded. It bespeaks confidence in the existing 
state of things, and proves the rapidly increasing wealth of the lower and middle 
classes. I am also happy to state that as yet the disposition to buy moderate 
quantities of land does not seem in any way to be on the decrease, which I 
should otherwise have feared in consequence of the excitement connected with 
the gold “* diggings ” in Victoria and New South Wales. 

3. The same kind of observations may likewise be made with regard to the 
higher description of colonists. Labour is now afforded to these hitherto de- 
pressed men; and at the same time perhaps the best market in the Australian 
colonies is now opened to them; the consequence is, that almost all of them 
have already raised themselves entirely from their difficulties, and I believe 
that every one who has energy and prudence is in a fair way of becoming 
independent. 

4. The regulations connected with the leasing of pastoral lands have given 
this class great satisfaction, as is shown by their rapidly availing themselves of 
them in taking up the good land so soon as discovered ; and I have reason to 
hope that the beneficial results will be seen in a rapidly increasing supply of 
ruminant animals. 

5. No other source of revenue appears to call remark, they all speak for them- 
selves and the general prosperity of the colony. 


Expenditure. 


6. The expenditure of 1851 over that of 1850 shows an excess of 
7,2511. 19s. 3d., thus :— 
Expenditure 1851 - £23,926 7 1 
65 1850 - 16,674 7 10 


£7,251 19 38 


In this I have to observe that the increase on account of our establishments, 
991/. 17s., has been mainly caused by the exigencies of the service consequent 
on the introduction of the convict system, and also by the very high prices of 
almost every article of consumption, which has rendered an increase of salary in 
almost every department necessary. 


Public Works. 


7. The most important increase which has taken place in the expenditure is 


that incurred in the prosecution of public works, 2,500/. 10s. 2d., thus :— 


Public works 1851 - £3,695 8 6 
is 1850 - 1,19418 4 


£2500 10 2 


Among these are the lighthouses at Rottnest and Arthur's Head, which have 
been completed at a very moderate cost, namely, 530/. 19s. 2d.; and the beacons 
which mark the passages into Cockburn Sound and Owen’s Anchorage. The 
entrances into the different anchorages are now perfectly marked by day, and 
there is no difficulty for any vessel to enter Gage’s Roads in the darkest night, 
provided the person in charge is acquainted with the bearings of the lights. 
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8. Among the buildings which have been begun during the past year is a new 
court house at Fremantle, fit for use, though incomplete. The Pensioners 
barracks have been transferred to the Imperial Government as an ordnance 
dept. There is also a female home in connexion with immigration service, 
which is nearly complete. 

9. Among the roads which have been improved during the past year is that 
from Perth to Guildford, over a sandy district ; this now affords a good road, 
connecting the hard clay country under the Darling range with Perth, and 
eas the eastern districts far easier means of transport for their produce than 
ormerly. 

10. The Upper Swan Bridge is a work of considerable magnitude, it now 
approaches complete restoration on a new principle, and will give permanent 
means of transport to a large district to the north and north-east. 

11. In connexion with this part of the subject, I may mention that measures 
have been taken in the neighbourhood of York and Toodyay, for the making of 
roads by means of convict labour, which will materially improve the communi- 
cation between the coast and these districts. Great care has been taken in 
surveying these lines, and it is to be hoped that they will ultimately form the 
main lines of communication of their respective districts. 

12. Further, I have great pleasure in informing your Lordship that the 
colony is now free from all debt bearing interest, 2,117/. 16s. having been paid 
during the past year. The remaining debt, none of which bears interest, is 
5031. 10s. 9d. to the Cape Government for repairs of H.M.C.S. Champion in 
1839; 3,071/. 13s. 8d. to the Agent-General; and 1,000/. to the Imperial 
Government on account of immigration in the year 1842; making a total debt 
still due by the Government of this colony of 4,575/. 4s. 5d., a great portion of 
which I hope will be paid off during the present year. 


Ordinances. 


18. The Ordinances passed during the year 1851 were Nos. 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 
22, 23, 24, 25, and 26 of the 14th Victoria, and Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4 of the 15th 
Victoria, which have been fully noticed in my despatches to your Lordship, 
No. 90, of the 4th August 1851, and No. 144, of the 4th December 1851. 


Prisons. 


14. In making observations on our prisons, I would state that it is the inten- 
tion of the Colonial Government, so soon as some buildings which are pressingly 
wanting are completed, to construct a well-arranged gaol at Perth on the 
separate system; with an adjoining associated ward for aboriginal prisoners. 
This I hope will be commenced during the present year. Gaols are in the 
course of construction at Guildford, York, Toodyay, and Bunbury, containing 
cells and a large room for aborigines, also a residence for the gaoler. ‘Those at 
Guildford and Bunbury have been partly built at colonial expense, but are now 
being completed by convict labour. That at Toodyay is nearly finished, erected 
entirely by convict labour. 


Population. 


15. The population of the colony has been considerably augmented during 
the past year. ‘The total increase of the white population is 1,803 on 5,293. Of 
this the increase of the free population has been 886. The extreme difficulty 
of obtaining correct returns of this or others of a statistical nature in a thinly- 
populated country precludes all absolute dependance being placed upon them, 
as they must toa certain extent be the result of estimate, unless a very much 
larger expenditure be incurred in taking the census than the circumstances of 
the colony would warrant. 

16. However, sufficient is shown in the return to point out the vast and rapidly 
increasing disproportion of the sexes in the colony. ‘This isa subject to which 
I would direct your Lordship’s most serious attention. All classes of the colonists 
are most painfully alive to it. I have had an address from the settlers at York, 
who have represented the evils in glowing colours, and who suggest that a class 
of women (considerable in number) who are at present the inmates of work- 
houses in England might, under certain regulations, be induced to proceed to 
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this colony, and here obtain for themselves that independence and comfort 
which it is the object of Her Majesty’s Government to give to a class in many 
respects much less worthy of sympathy than these unfortunate persons. There 
may be certain difficulties in the way of any arrangement to attain this object, 
but I feel assured that few indeed would arise in the colony, as their frequent 
arrival in small numbers at one time would raise a weight from the minds of 
many who look upon the absence of a sufficient number of women as the darkest 
prospect in the future of this country. The number of males in 1851 were 
4,523, and of females 2,444. 


17. The health of the colony has been undisturbed by any endemic or epi- 
demic disease. The country maintains its character of being perhaps the most 
healthy on the globe, there only having been 37 deaths recorded durimg 1851 in 
a population of 7,096 souls. 


Crime. 


18. I am happy to state that the amount of crime as yet committed in this 
colony among all classes is so slight, that I do not feel it necessary to make any 
unfavourable remark whatever. 


Ecclesiastie. 


19. With regard to the number of clergymen in the colony, I have only to 
repeat to your lordship the necessity of providing for the hitherto neglected 
spiritual wants of the inhabitants of this colony. I look forward, therefore, with 
pleasurable anticipation to the speedy arrival of the clergymen promised by your 
Lordship to be sent from England. 

20. A considerable portion of land, namely 5,000 acres, has been subscribed 
towards the formation of a bishopric. Such a head to the church is much 
required; for although I have no reason to complain of want of energy and 
zeal on the parts of the colonial clergy, still I cannot but feel that the presence 
of a bishop would be a spur to further exertion in the cause of religion both on 
their part and also on that of the Jaity. 

21. An unfortunate dispute between the two Roman Catholic bishops in the 
colony, as previously mentioned to your Lordship in my despatch No. 5 of the 
7th of January last, has given much reason to believe, that the efficiency of that 
body of the clergy has much diminished ; for under the present circumstances 
the allowances of the Government in aid of the ministers of that religion have 
been withdrawn, and in consequence their school has been closed in Perth, 
and there is much ill-feeling between the different sections of this body in the 
colony. 


Schools. 


22. There has been for some time a much-felt want of a superior female 
school for Protestants in the colony. It is not, perhaps, altogether within the 
province of the Government of a colony to commence such an institution, but I 
fear there are not enough rich settlers here having daughters to educate to 
establish such a school at present ; and in the meantime, the only good school in 
the colony for this purpose is at a Roman Catholic convent of Sisters of Mercy, 
under the superintendence of the Board of Education. There has been a 
school opened at York, where also a native school has been established, under 
the management of the Wesleyan Mission, as reported in my despatch to your 
Lordship, No. 31, of the 20th of February last, to have been transferred from 
Gallililup, which situation was found to disagree with the aborigines located 
there. I regret to state that the schools at the Vasse and Murray have 
been discontinued for want of scholars; and it appears to me that if a superior 
description of masters be not furnished for our colonial schools, education 
generally through the colony will be regarded as of so little importance that 
great difficulties will hereafter arise against any endeavours that may be made 
to establish a regular system of superior instruction. 

23. I think it only just to remark on the disingenuousness of the Roman 
Catholics in the returns of their schools, They are returned as being under the 
Irish National system, whereas the books used are those of the Christian 
Brethren. 
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Imports. 


24. The imports have not increased so much as I should have expected 
from the general prosperity of the colony, being but an increase of 4,607/. over 
those of 1850, thus :-— 

£ sd. 
Imports 1851 - 56,958 7 9 
3 1850 - 52,9517 ' 9 


£4,607 0 0 

This I attribute principally to the fear generally entertained of over-trading, a 
feeling which has continued from former times of great depression, and has not 
yet subsided, but which I have every reason to hope soon will, in consequence 
of the increased demand of every article of merchandise and consumption 
produced by the improved state of the colony. Prices have been in many cases 
exorbitantly high, particularly those for smaller articles. It is somewhat 
remarkable that the imports should have been as nearly as possible paid for by 
the imperial expenditure, the imports, as before stated, being 56,9581. 7s. 9d;, 
and the imperial expenditure 56,338/. 16s. Od.; thus the value of the exports 
must in some measure represent the clear gain to the colony during the past 
year. 


Exports. 


25. The increase of exports over those of 1850 was 4,'7351. Os. 5d., thus :— 
£ Ba vil 

Exports 1851 - 26,869 15 8 

” 1850 - 22,184 15 8 


£4,735 O 5 


I have much satisfaction in stating to your Lordship that we have now the 
prospect of opening a regular trade with India in horses. The amount of 
horses at present exported is indeed small, but the price has risen to such an 
extent, in consequence of the demand for them in that and the colonial market, 
that at the present time it is not possible to export them at a profit. The 
attention of the settlers is consequently directed to this branch of traffic, and as 
stallions have lately been imported from England and India, and a regular 
communication with Madras and Calcutta has been opened for the pursuit of 
the trade, there is every reason to believe that it will ultimately prove of 
the greatest importance to the colony. 

26. Wool, the other great staple of the colony, has gone on steadily in 
creasing in value from 15,482/. to 17,883/.; I fear, however, that unless new 
grasses spring up, or are introduced into our pastures, that we shall never be 
able to rival in this respect the production of the eastern colonies. Our lands 
fit for sheep are so small in extent in proportion to the rest of the colony that a 
limit will soon be arrived at unless better pastures be discovered. Should such 
exist they probably lie far to the north-east. 

A small district has lately been made available on the Cape Naturaliste 
range, others are now and then found in the eastern districts, but only in small 
patches, and lying so far apart that there is great difficulty in driving the flocks 
through the intervening country. 

27. The produce of the whale will soon, I fear, cease to be an article of 
export. ‘The fish appear to have left not only the coast but also this part of 
the ocean. ‘The number of American whalers that visit the coast is now very 
small, and the bay fishery is now almost abandoned. 

28. The hide trade is the only other that appears to call for remark. The 
beautifully soft leather procurable from the kangaroo has caused a great demand 
for the skins of these animals. ‘They are very numerous to the south and 
south-east, and I hear of very large numbers of these skins being ready for 
export. The number exported last year was 29,506. If the destruction of these 
animals continue, a large portion of the food of the natives will be destroyed, 
and in that case there will be little left for them but the settler’s flocks and 
herds. As yet no complaints have reached me, except in one or two doubtful 
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cases. Should any such become serious it will then be necessary to take such 
measures as may appear advisable to regulate the hunting, or otherwise to make 
provision for the subsistence of the natives in those districts where they may 
have suffered from the loss of the kangaroo thus destroyed. 


Agriculture. 


29. The number of acres in crop last year was less than in 1850; thus :— 
Acres. 


1850 - - 7,419 
1S5) SS eROre 


Decrease - 121% 


This is attributable to many causes ; the high price of labour and the distressed 
state from which the colonists were only just emerging, prevented any large 
increase in 1850. Last year the wages of good agricultural servants had not 
diminished, there being so few among the ticket-of-leave men suited for farm 
work, and this, combined with the fear of imports arising from the importation 
of flour from South Australia, have prevented many whom the successions of 
misfortunes have made timid from cultivating so largely as they otherwise 
would have done. These causes, I am happy to state, are now ceasing to 
operate. 

30. Ticket-of-leave men are now gradually becoming good farm servants at 
moderate wages. The gold fields at Victoria and New South Wales have pre- 
cluded the probability of large shipments of agricultural produce coming from 
the eastern colonies. Many of the agriculturists, as I have before stated, have 
now freed themselves from their great difficulties, and I have every reason to 
hope that a very large breadth of wheat will be laid down this year. 

The stock returns for 1851 appear thus :— 


1851. 1850. Increase. 
Horses - 2,978 2,635 843 
Horned cattle 15,315 13,074 2,241 


Sheep - 141,413 128,111 13,302 


Shipping. 

31. 1 find a considerable increase in shipping over 1849 in consequence of 
the greater inducements now offered to vessels to visit this colony than existed 
in former times, as shown by the increase of the tonnage of vessels arriving at 
our ports, thus :— 


Tons. 
1851 - 16,540 
1849 - 7,952 
Increase - 8,588 
Manufactures. 


32. I have only to observe on the erection of a steam mill at York on an 
entirely new principle. It is said to work well; and should it ultimately suc- 
ceed, it will be of the greatest use to all who require a cheap engine, and will 
therefore be of the utmost importance to the colony. ‘The cost is trifling com- 
pared with that of the simplest construction with which I am acquainted, and 
the wear and tear almost absolutely imperceptible. 


Mining and Minerals. 


33. I regret that from several circumstances no minerals appear in our list of 
exports for last year, but I have now the pleasure of stating that the Geraldine 
Mining Company have commenced smelting, and I understand that a consi- 
derable quantity of lead is ready for export 

34. The company have made a most important discovery on their grant of a 
lode’ of copper, the surface specimens of which, “blue and green carbonate,” 
are equal to any I have seen or heard of from a similar depth—12 feet. The 
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matrix is soft, and similar I understand to that of the Burra Burra mine, and | WESTERN 
I hear that the lode is of extraordinary richness. The whole country in the 6 ae 
neighbourhood appears to be full of lodes of copper and lead. 

35. A harbour at the mouth of the Hutt, which I have visited, and think 
capable’ of receiving vessels drawing 12 feet water, is within 40 miles of the 
Geraldine Mine, and much nearer a very promising mineral district. This will 
probably be the point at which the principal embarkation of the ore of the dis- 
trict will be carried on. 

36. Other specimens of lead have been brought from the neighbourhood of 
Cape Naturaliste. These I have no certain information concerning, but I am 
informed that the geology of the district has long given rise to a belief that 
valuable minerals would be found there. 

87. In conclusion, I have to remark that such are the inducements to remain 
in the colony, from the Government expenditure, the high rate of wages, and 
from the circumstance that most persons who have been any time resident in 
the colony have some interest therein, comparatively few persons as yet have 
left us for either Melbourne or Sydney ; all classes appear prosperous and con- 
tented, and should the present system of the introduction of convicts continue, 
I have little doubt but this will become one of the most important dependencies 
of Her Majesty’s dominions. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES FITZGERALD. 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, 
&e. &c. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA. AUSTRATIA. 


No. 29. 
(No. 64.— Miscellaneous. ) 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieut. Governor Sir H. E. F. Youne to 
the Right Hon. Earl Grey. 
Adelaide, May 7th, 1852. 
My Lorp, (Received, August 21, 1852.) 
I nave the honour of forwarding the Blue Book of 1851, compiled by 
Mr. Finniss the Colonial Secretary, and delivered to me on the Sth instant. 


2.— Population ; Pauperism ; Crime. 

At the end of 1851 the inhabitants, exclusively of a small detachment of 
military, and the aborigines, are estimated at 66,538, and on the 31st March 
1852 at 61,218. 

The convictions in 1851, in the Supreme Court of the colony, were 113; in 
the Police Court of the city of Adelaide, 634. 

The number of persons constantly relieved by the Destitute Board during 
1851 was 148 ; the number relieved for one month, or any shorter period, was 
438 ; between one month and three months, 257. 

The amount expended from the Colonial Treasury in 1851, in providing 
relief, was 1,701/. 

3.—Climate and Diseases. 

The Colonial Surgeon, Dr. James George Nash, has obligingly furnished me 
with information on the influence of the climate on disease and death, as illus- 
trated by the records of the Colonial Hospital during two years ended on the 
31st December last. 

I annex his report and tables of statistics. 

The thermometer averages but one degree higher than in the island of N, 
Madeira; 73 in summer ; 65 in winter. During several, but not many, sucessive SS 
days of hot north winds in summer, the range is above 100, and the heat is more 
sensibly felt, I think, than in the West Indies. 

In a series of ten years, south-west breezes prevailed in each year 232 days ; 
fresh breezes 118 days; gales 15 days; hail 5 days; thunder and lightning 
Q1 days. 
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The usual average fall of rain has hitherto been in Adelaide 22} inches per 
annum; in 1851 it was 30°63 inches. I have recently distributed meteoro- 
logical instruments to various districts of the colony, and hope in future to be 
able to record the diversities of climate in this extensive colony. 

There is no endemic disease ; bilious and intermittent fevers are scarcely 
known; nor has any eruptive fever, with exception of occasional scarlatina, yet 
appeared. Scrofulous cases are rare; affections of the lungs are infrequent, 
and progress slowly. Epidemic cholera has not visited the colony. 

Diseases of the eyes are frequent in summer; irritated by the impalpable 
dust of the streets and roads, or occasioned by exposure to the night air after 
being subjected to the glare of a cloudless sky. 

An analysis of waters taken from the River Torrens, and the Brown Hill Creek, 
about five or six miles from Adelaide, in October 1851, by Dr. E.Davy, in order to 
determine the fitness of the water for the supply of the city, exhibited the follow- 
ing ingredients :— 


Carbonate of Lime - - - 0°70 
- of magnesia - - - +48 

ary, of silica - - - - 38 
Chloride of sodium - - - - 0°99 
» of magnesium - . a Orho 
Sulphate of magnesia - . - 0°20 


Total solid ingredients - 2°50 

The carbonic acid about one cubic inch, or 0°50. 

All the samples are considered by Dr. Davy to be perfectly sweet, good, and 
wholesome, capable of being preserved for a length of time without perceptible 
deterioration, and quite unobjectionable in point of health. The apprehensions 
which have been sometimes expressed as to the water being contaminated with 
copper or lead, in consequence of the workings of the mines, are reported by 
Dr. Davy to be groundless, the saline ingredients being incompatible with 
any solution of these metals. 

A Bill has long been submitted to the Legislature to provide funds for the 
supply of water to Adelaide, and I trust it will not be further postponed. 
Water is at present supplied to the city by carts, from an open, slender, and 
diminishing stream in summer, frequented by cattle, contaminated with their 
exuvie, and with much of the sewerage of the city. 


4,— Agriculture. 


In the absence of precise statistics, I am able to report only that the harvest 
of 1851 was abundant, and above the usual average. ‘The land under crop can- 
not be less than 71,728 acres. The price of bread stuffs was so unusually high 
that an export duty on corn was urged, in June 1851, by many, as a remedy 
for the supposed evil. ‘The impolicy of such an expedient was, however, 
obvious, and it was not adopted. ‘The price ofbread is now fourpence half- 
penny for the two pound loaf. Between Ist April 1851 and 31st March 1852, 
bread stuffs, the produce of the colony, were exported to an extent equivalent 
to 19,638 quarters of wheat. 


5.—Land Sales and Surveys. 


Two new counties were proclaimed in August 1851, and nineteen new hun- 
dreds. Of these counties one is called the County Frome, after Major Frome, 
Royal Engineers, formerly Surveyor General of South Australia, and contains 
1,364 square miles. ‘The other has been styled the County Burra, and includes 
the copper mine of that name. It contains 1,804 square miles. ‘The new hun- 
dreds are, in County Frome, Wongyarra; in County Burra, Apoinga and 
Koninga; in County Stanley, Stanley; in County Gawler, Gawler; in County 
Light, Belvidere, Kapunda Light, Gilbert, Saddleworth, Julia Creek; in 
County Sturt, Tungkillo and South Rhine; in County Eyre, North Rhine ; in 
County Flinders, Lincoln, Louth ; in County Hindmarsh, Bremer, Alexandrina. 

The hundreds average each about one hundred square miles. Leases issue 
for pastoral purposes for fourteen years in respect of lands not included in hun- 
dreds, and for one year in respect of lands within hundreds ; but in the latter 
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case the extent of land under lease is limited by the commonage of the hundred 
which may be assigned to owners of adjacent purchased lands. 

The number of annual leases applied for is fifty-one. The smallest extent of 
Jand included in an annual lease is two square miles, and the largest 137 square 
miles. 

The total extent included in annual leases is 1,294 square miles. 

The number of fourteen years leases applied for is 10,686 square miles. ‘The 
total expected annual revenue from both kinds of leases is '7,894/. Copies of 
each kind of lease were forwarded with my Despatch No. 108, of 11th August 
1851. 

It is stipulated in the leases that sale of land may take place, at public com- 
petition, at the upset price of 1/. per acre, on the application of any intending 
purchaser ; and that future leases will be granted only after public competition. 

In December 1851, in pursuance of addresses from the Legislature, and in 
conformity with the advice of the Executive Council, with a view to check 
migrations from hence to the gold fields of the adjacent colonies, and to encou- 
rage the development of the mineral resources of South Australia, leases of 
lands not auriferous, and not exceeding eighty acres in extent, have been 
offered, subject to the signification of Her Majesty’s pleasure, to discoverers of 
minerals, to be worked for a term of years, at a rent of ten shillings per acre 
per annum, payable in advance. 

Applications for surveys of lands for mineral purposes under the foregoing 
arrangement have been made in eighteen instances. However preferable it 
might be that for many years to come the population in this colony should be 
occupied in agriculture, the production of wool, and the mining of copper, the 
discovery of extensive and rich deposits of gold in the neighbouring provinces 
caused such a drain of the population from hence that it became important that 
South Australia should be also found. to be auriferous. A special reward of 
1,000/. was therefore offered, as reported in my Despatch No. 159, of 26th 
December 1851, for the discovery of a profitable gold field; but as yet there 
seems no prospect of the reward being claimed. 

The extent of Crown land sold in 1851 was 82,589 acres, viz., 40,192 at 
auction, realizing an average of 1/. 3s. 43d. per acre, and 42,397 acres at ll. 
per acre without competition, because already once exposed for sale at auction. 
The amount of remission money to military settlers in 1851 was 3001. 

The increase of land sales in 1851 over 1850 was 17,640 acres. 

The land surveyed in 1851 was 47,279 acres ; re-surveyed 21,270 acres; and 
2,566 acres of roads; being a total survey of 71,115 acres, at a cost for field 
work of 457%d. per acre, or, inclusively of the official establishment of the Sur- 
veyor-General, at a cost of about 1s. 13d. per acre. 

In addition to the above, a survey of 108 lineal miles of the north country, 
for the purpose of fixing the position of the Squatters Runs, has been completed 
by Mr. H.C. Rawnsley, to the satisfaction of Captain Freeling, R.E., and 
embraces 2,916 square miles, with sufficient accuracy for the purposes of pastoral 
leases. 

A survey, with the like object, of 151 lineal miles in the south-eastern districts, 
has also been performed by Mr. Bellairs under Captain Freeling’s directions. 

In September 1851 an expenditure of 500/. out of the land fund was made, at 
the recommendation of Captain Lipson, R.N., the naval officer of the province, 
to deepen the entrance into the Port Wakefield Creek in Gulf St. Vincent. 
This was in addition to 1,0U0/. previously authorized. I visited Port Wakefield in 
1851, and was agreeably surprised at the number of large vessels then frequenting 
it, in connexion with the operations of the London Patent Copper Smelting Com- 
pany. The tonnage inwards and outwards at Port Wakefield in 1851 was 
something in excess of 22,000 tons. The ‘ Albatross,” a vessel of 1,100 tons, 
recently discharged, and reloaded with copper, in twenty working days, at Port 
Wakefield. 

The Surveyor General, Captain I'reeling, who. had previously visited the 
River Murray from the Goolwa near Port Elliot to the River Darling in New 
South Wales, extended his personal knowledge of the northern district in 1851 
by proceeding to Mount Eyre, a distance from Adelaide of 220 miles. ‘This 
journey was undertaken to examine the progress of Mr. Rawnsley’s survey. 
He also visited a large portion of the seaboard of the colony, including Port 
Lincoln, Tunby Bay, the north of Spencer’s Gulf, and Guichen Bay to the 
south-east. 
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The country from Wellington on the River Murray in a direct line to Mount 
Alexander, the gold region of the province of Victoria, has been surveyed by 
Mr. Mac Laren, the Deputy Surveyor General, for a distance of 127 miles to 
to the boundary between the two colonies, and wells have been successfully 
sunk at convenient distances in seven places. The country beyond our 
boundary is well watered, and this line of overland route to the diggings is 
likely to become available for the transport of farm produce as well as for the 
conveyance to Adelaide of such gold as may be raised by South Australians. 

It is, however, doubtful whether this route will be practicable for ordinary 
traffic during the winter rains, and quite certain that for all bulky goods a 
steamer on the river Murray would best answer the desideratum of access to 
the gold districts, and of a convenient communication with the interior of this 
continent. 

The survey of Port Elliot in Encounter Bay by Mr. Hill, Civil Engineer, 
forwarded with my Despatch No. 56, of the 6th April 1850, has been corrected 
by Captain Lipson, R.N., and was forwarded last February for communication 
to the Hydrographer’s Office at the Admiralty. 

Port Elliot is im latitude 35° 32’ 45” south, and longitude 138° 43’ 15” east, 
six miles from Rosetta Head, Encounter Bay, and bears north 55° east of the 
“Sturt” Light on Cape Willoughby, Kangaroo Island, distant twenty-nine 
miles. The “Sturt” Light is a brilliant revolving one, and is in latitude 
35° 49/ 20” south, and longitude 138° 43’ 15” east. It has a total elevation of 
241 feet, and is visible six nautical leagues. It cannot but be of infinite service 
to vessels from the neighbouring colonies as well as to Port Elliot. At Port 
Elliot there have been laid down two first-rate sets of moorings from 
Woolwich Dock Yard, and a jetty has been completed one hundred feet 
in length, having twelve feet of water at its extremity at high tides, and six feet 
water at low tide. Captain Lipson reports his opinion that Port Elliot offers 
facilities to our communication with the neighbouring colonies, and a saving of 
time to the delivery of mails and passengers. 

He observes “that it must be well known to those who are in the habit of 
** trading between Adelaide and the different ports along the coast, that now 
* there is a good light on Cape Willoughby (the Sturt Light), with the west 
« gales which blow so frequently during the winter season, they may go into 
© Port Elliot, and oftentimes back again, either to Van Diemen’s Land or Port 
‘« Phillip, in less time than they could beat through Backstairs Passage (into Gulf 
‘«« St. Vincent), besides the difficulty of returning down the gulf against the 
“© south-west gales; and I have no hesitation in saying that two mails may be 
** easily delivered at Port Elliot for one at Port Adelaide during the winter 
‘© months.” 

Flinder’s chart of Gulf St. Vincent was corrected in 1851 to the present 
time, and a re-survey has also been made of Trowbridge Shoal by Captain Lip- 
son, forwarded with my Despatches, No. 139 of 26th October 1851, and No. 49, 
of 15th March 1852. 

On Trowbridge Shoal, in Gulf St. Vincent, the emigrant ship ‘* Marion” was 
wrecked, without loss of life, on 30th July last. A commission of inquiry una- 
nimously reported that if proper attention had been paid to the lead when 
soundings could so easily have been obtained the casualty would in all proba- 
bility not have occurred. Very recently the passenger ship ‘ Washington ” 
stranded on the same shoal. It is intended to erect a lighthouse on the shoal, 
and this useful work would have been already commenced had the state of the 
local treasury permitted. 

I have recently returned from visiting various districts north of Adelaide 
160 miles, and have been confirmed in my strong impressions of the expanded 
and expanding field which is gradually being occupied by the pastoral interests 
of South Australia. A description of the far north country, which has recently 
been published in the local newspapers, agrees in so many respects with the 
accounts which I received of it from several persons of credibility with whom I 
conversed when in the neighbourhood of Mount Remarkable, that I here sub- 


a 


join it. 


I have decided on provisionally appointing a sub-protector of aborigines, and 
forming a feeding station, for the issue of food to the natives in this northern 
district, so as to open up a friendly intercourse between them and the settlers. 
Two cases of fatal. collision have already occurred at new stations very remote 
trom Mount Remarkable. The first was the killing of a native by a shepherd 
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in charge of a flock. The shepherd has quitted the colony. The second was 
the killing of a shepherd by the natives, two of whom have been arrested, but 
will probably escape conviction for want of evidence. 

I also purpose erecting an iron store or depdt at the head of Spencer’s Gulf, 
to which the settlers supplies may be conveyed from Adelaide by water, and 
from which they may be taken on to their destination, at the convenience of 
the settlers, in their waggons. This store will also serve as a place where the 
exports of the north country may in their infancy be received until shipped. 


5.—Immigration. 


Having, in my Despatch No. 37, of the 12th February last, entered fully into 
the details of the amount, cost, and description of the immigration which 
occurred in 1851, it may suffice on the present occasion to observe, that the ex- 
cess of arrivals over departures in 1851 was 2,439 souls, and that the amount of 
local fund remaining in England at the disposal of the Land and Emigration 
Commissioners, for the introduction of labonrers, in 1852, was at the beginning 
of this year 34,000/., and that on the 7th ultimo 10,000/. more was remitted from 
hence. My attention has been given to the question suggested by Mr. John 
F. Leslie Foster, of the expediency of obtaining a repayment from emigrants sent 
here at the expense of the Land Fund; also to the plan of the Government of 
New South Wales, to enforce a certain length of residence in the colony; and, 
lastly, to the policy of assisting Mrs, Chisholm’s Family Loan Colonization 
Society with an advance of money from the Land Fund. 

I am unable to recommend the adoption of any of these expedients. The 
majority of persons, not manual labourers, sent out by Mrs. Chisholm, and not 
coming within the requisite age and physical strength and habits of manual 
labour which are indispensable qualifications in a Government emigrant, are of 
classes already obtained by us in more than sufficient numbers through the 
means of the ordinary passenger ships. It is not politic, I think, to apply funds 
now devoted to the introduction of young able-bodied labourers, with due 
regard to an equality of the sexes, to loans to persons who are not required to 
possess other recommendations than that of a desire to be reunited to their 
relatives in the colony. 

It is not yet established by any sufficient experience that loans on account of 
passage money are likely to be paid, or are capable of being enforced, in a 
province like this, which is conterminous with other colonies, easy of access by 
sea and land, having the powerful attractions of gold fields, and to which conse- 
quently the migrations are numerous and frequent. 

The advantage of separate cabins in the Family Colonization Society’s ships 
is one which is common to all ordinary passenger ships in which the passage 
money is paid by the passengers ; but in respect of regularity, order, cleanliness, 
the quality and quantity of provisions, and general care and comfort, there is 
reason to suppose that the Government ships for emigrants of the labouring 
class would be preferable to the ships of a society under no effectual responsi- 
bility to Government. 

I have also anxiously considered what course it would be best to suggest in the 
new circumstances which have resulted from the drain of our population caused 
by the gold deposits of the other colonies. 

Requiring labour at least as much, if not more than ever, there is the great 
injury of losing that for the introduction of which the colony pays. In my 
Despatch No. 11, of 9th January last, I ventured to suggest that not more than 
one ship a month should be sent with emigrants at the cost of the Land Fund; 
and at the present time, both on account of our diminished land sales and con- 
tinued migrations to the diggings, it does not seem expedient that paid emigra- 
tion should be extended beyond the above limit of one ship a month. 

It is not easy to ascertain the number of emigrants whose passages being paid 
out of the Land Fund, at once on their arrival, or very soon after, leave for the 
diggings. Some certainly have done so, and many more would had they the 
means of paying their way to Melbourne. Fortunately a large majority are 
compelled to work, at least for some months, to be in a condition to migrate ; 
and even this time is of so much importance to the industrial interests of the 
colony, that I hold it to be essential that the stream of immigration should be 
continuous, at the diminished rate which I have mentioned, until the permanent 
effect of the gold fields upon our population and Land Fund is more clearly 
ascertained. 
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Some abuses having occurred at Sydney of the principle of nominating 
emigrants for a free passage in virtue of deposits for the purchase of land, it 
was thought expedient to revise and republish the regulations in South 
Australia, which are here subjoined. 


6.— Revenue and Expenditure, Exports, Imports, §c. 


The receipts of the general colonial revenue in 1851, inclusive of the balance 
of the previous year (but exclusive of the Land Fund), are 169,469/. 

The general colonial expenditure is 143,981/; in which is included an expendi- 
ture on account of barrack accommodation for a detachment of the 11th regiment 
as a military guard in Adelaide, of 533/. 

The Land Fund receipts in 1851, including the balance of the previous year, 
were 107,2011. 

The Land Fund expenditure in 1851 was 41,524/.; the remittance to England 
for immigration was 20,2951. ; and expended for immigration, in the colony, 4,4'73/. 

The reduction of the Colonial Bonded Debt was for the year 1851 
25,0001. ; viz, on 15th December 1850, Despatch No. 176, 5,000/. ; 
No. 27 of 8th February 1851, 10,000/.; and No. 134 of 23d October 1851, 
10,000/. I am happy to add, that the original debt of 85,800/. which existed in 
1848 has since my arrival in the colony in August 1848 been reduced to its 
present amount of 10,300/., which I refrain from paying off at once only because 
of the existing depression in the Land Fund revenue, caused by the flow of 
population to the gold districts. 

The exports of wool between the 1st April 1851 and 31st March 1852 were 
3,281,648 Ibs. 

The export of copper ore was '7,122 tons 19 cwt. 

The export of copper, 39,225 cwt. 

The tonnage inwards and outwards at Port Adelaide in 1851 was 166,950 
tons. 

7,—Public Works. 

The amount expended under this head in 1851 was 18,228. ‘The cost of the 
colonial engineers department was 1,328/. The principal buildings which have 
been completed are the General Post Office, Police and Resident Magistrates 
Courts, and new Lunatic Asylum. 

The amount expended in 1851 by the Central Board of Main Roads was 
34,8421. 

8.— Education. 

The number of schools receiving aid from the Colonial Treasury in 1851 was 
132; the amount of aid, 3,310/. ; the number of scholars, 4,276. ‘The number 
of churches and chapels was 103 of all the various religious denominations and 
the amount of aid for buildings and stipends was 4,431/. The new Legislative 
Council refused to sanction the principle of expenditure from the public purse 
in aid of religious establishments even though given in the most perfectly equal 
manner to all religious denominations, and consequently an Act to provide 
moderate and equal aid, proportioned to a specified amount of voluntary 
contributions, to all Christian churches and ministers, which had been by a 
former Legislature expressly limited in its operations to the 31st March 1851, 
was not suffered to be renewed, although commended to the favourable con- 
sideration of the Legislature in the following terms :— The frugal maximum 
“ of 1501. for churches, and 200/. for stipend, which may be reached in either 
“ case only conditionally on private contributions at least of an equal amount, 
“ seems to me to ensure as large an infusion of the voluntary principle into the 
“ ecclesiastical system of all Christian congregations as the present circumstances 
* of the colonists can bear; but it remains for you, if you see fit, to affirm the 
“ principle hitherto adopted, or to modify its application.” 


9.— Aborigines. 

In previous Despatches, Nos. 23 of 6th February, 55 of 19th April, 86 of 
28th June, 100 of 24th July, 125 and 143 of 2d and 30th October, | have for- 
warded such full reports on the aborigines that I have nothing further to com- 
municate, except that Archdeacon Hale’s Training Institution at Port Lincoln 
for the aboriginal youth educated at the Adelaide Native School is progressing 
so satisfactorily that a proposition will shortly be laid before your lordship for 
its extension. 
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The general object of the extended plan is to ward off much misery and 
crime from the wretched natives of the Port Lincoln district, and to prevent 
outrages and bloodshed between our race and theirs. With this view the Arch- 
deacon, with my entire approbation, proposes to occupy, combine, and super- 
intend three fields of labour. First, the existing Training Institution ; this has 
increased in number in eighteen months from 11 to 46. Secondly, the training 
and instruction of the children of the Port Lincoln natives are to be transferred 
from Mr. Schurman’s charge to that of the archdeacon. At present Mr. Schur- 
man’s School is very good, so far as it goes, and if nothing better could be had 
would be well worth keeping up at its present cost. It keeps the children 
away from their parents, and so far prevents their being for the present savages ; 
but it is not entitled to more than this negative merit. Under the Archdeacon’s 
superintendence positive advances towards civilization, and habits and principles 
antagonistic to savage life, may be expected, from the better means and 
appliances, and the aptitude of mind for this branch of instruction, which the 
Archdeacon will cause to be brought to bear on the school. Thirdly, the forma- 
tion of a feeding station for the Port Lincoln natives in the Franklin Harbour 
district. The cost of these three objects is estimated by the Archdeacon at 
1,600/. per annum. The feeding station is not proposed with missionary objects. 
Conversions to Christianity, domestic and industrial habits, are not the direct or 
immediate ends to be here aimed at. The term used will literally describe the 
establishment, as a “ feeding station.” Instead of the rations now issued through 
the police, it is proposed that a person accustomed to cook for large numbers 
should be employed by the Archdeacon to serve out daily messes, and that 
vegetables should be grown largely, both to lessen the expense and to render 
the dietary more attractive. Clothing and blankets would be acquired by 
those who would work for wages, and buy suck articles as they required. ‘Those 
who would not work should go without them. If any should be willing to earn 
more money than they required for their clothing, they should have the opportu- 
nity of laying it out in such articles as they are most pleased with, such as tobacco, 
knives, fish-hooks, &c. If any should manifest a decided disposition to become 
permanently settled, they should be transferred or rather promoted to the insti- 
tution, and become subjects of missionary treatment. The children would be sent 
to the institutions. The object to be attained by this feeding station is to relieve 
the present generation of aborigines of much of that misery, privation, and 
wretchedness which they now endure from frequent destitution of food; to 
draw off those who are not permanently employed by Europeans from the 
settled country, and thereby .to prevent the thefts and collisions which 
now so frequently take place; to secure to ourselves the bringing up of the 
rising generation, training them in habits of morality and industry ; the race of 
wild and troublesome savages would thus be made to pass away with the present 
adults. It is proposed, soon after the commencement of the rainy season, 
to erect a substantial store, and to get a good crop of vegetables stored up 
against the time when they would be required, and the distribution of food 
would commence about March next year, when the aborigines in this district 
begin to feel the want of native supplies of food, and when petty thefts, colli- 
sions, and murders are not infrequent. The sum of 1,600/. cannot be considered 
a large one, if compared simply with what it is to effect, and with the countless 
ways in which the public, both in Great Britain and in the colony, have 
benefited by the occupation of the country of the aborigines. Moreover, the 
proposed grant:of 1,600/. per annum, under the judicious and benevolent 
protectorate of the Archdeacon, if conceded, will be for the future in the stead 
and place of the more limited expenditure which has heretofore been sanctioned 
for account of the Training Institution, the Port Lincoln School,, and the issue 
of rations at the police stations to the aborigines. ‘The expense which under 
each of these heads had heretofore a natural tendency to increase, will now be 
restricted in the aggregate to the above specified sum ; and with the Archdeacon’s 
zeal and devotion to the cause of the aborigines, I confidently expect that the 
administration of these funds will produce results in every respect satisfactory 
than anything which has as yet been done for the Port Lincoln natives. It is 
evident that the letter and spirit of the instructions which have repeatedly 
emanated from your Lordship respecting the aborigines require the Governor of 
a colony to put into execution every new and improved method of applying 
funds for the benefit of the unfortunate natives, when, like the present proposal of 
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the Archdeacon, it bids fair to remove or mitigate much suffering, by an outlay 
quite within the Crown moiety of the revenue derived from the sale of land. 


10.—Legislation. 

The year 1851 is memorable for the introduction of the elective principle of 
representation into the Legislature, the free action of constitutional Government, 
and for Her Majesty’s gracious appointment of a Governor General of Australia, 
empowered to act as Governor of each of its provinces when within the 
territory. 

This last-mentioned preliminary step towards a political federation of the 
Australian Colonies has proved very opportune and provident. The discove- 
ries of rich deposits of gold, the more frequent intercourse thereby occasioned, 
not only between Australia and Great Britain, but also between the different 
settlements themselves, both by sea and land, and the certainty that the steam 
navigation of the great: River Murray will now at last be effected, are circum- 
stances which must accelerate, and were perhaps providentially designed to 
produce, that social union of the provinces on this continent of which a 
common origin, allegiance, language, and legislation have formed the natural 
foundation, constantly strengthened and extended as it is by increased migrations 
from the parent state. The new Legislature of South Australia assembled on 
the 20th August 1851, and was prorogued on the 2d January 1852. It enacted 
twenty acts, which will be found enumerated in the accompanying Blue Book. 
Two acts only were reserved for the signification of Her Majesty’s pleasure. 

I may cite as the most important of the measures of the new legislation :-— 

An Act to secure to the Honourable Charles Sturt (the discoverer of 
the River Murray, and for other eminent services,) a pension for life 
of six hundred pounds ; 

An Act to increase the salaries of Her Majesty’s judges ; 

An Act to substitute imprisonment with hard labour as a punishment in 
lieu of transportation, and for the employment of prisoners sentenced 
to hard labour ; 

An Act for the better apprehension of offenders from any other of the 
Australian Colonies ; and lastly, 

An Act to promote education. 

ie 

A report on the state of South Australia in 1851 would be incomplete 
without notice of the effect produced by the discovery of gold fields towards 
the close of the year in the adjoining province; the result having been a sudden 
and large drain of population and coin, which, being coincident with the pre- 
valence of an extensive system of over-credit, threatened a suspension of cash 
payments and general insolvency. My Despatches, No. 7 of 6th January, and 
28 of 29th January, have so fully entered into details on this important 
subject, that it only remains for me to report what has been our experience of 
the remedial measures which were adopted; viz., the Assay Bullion Act, and 
the escort of gold to Adelaide by a direct overland route from Mount 
Alexander. 

I am informed, on good authority, that unless the Bullion Assay Act had 
been passed the losses of the bankers and merchants would have been three- 
fold the amount now anticipated. The Act has enabled rates of exchange to 
be fixed, which prevent mere speculations in gold in Adelaide, unless the pro- 
ceeds are used for investment in South Australia; it has stopped the drain on 
the banks for coin, has facilitated time being given to debtors, has promoted 
the shipments of overstocks of merchandise to Melbourne, and the return of 
gold dust in payment; it has given a strong inducement to the South Aus- 
tralian diggers to return to the colony with their gains; has secured to the 
farmer a remunerating price for his produce ; and nearly the whole of the gold 
thus attracted to Adelaide is the property of the merchants and diggers of this 
colony, and is legitimately available for meeting their overdue and current 
engagements. The amount of current paper under discount in the three local 
banks as compared before and after the panic is reckoned thus :—South 
Australian Bank, 280,000/., now 120,000/.; Bank of Australasia, 160,000/., now 
60,000/.; Union Bank of Australia, 120,006/., now '70,000/., that is, 560,000/. 
reduced to 250,000/. in about three months, an improvement quite unpre- 
cedented, and which before its actual occurrence might have been deemed 
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almost impossible. As the bullion increases in the banks the surplus not 
required to cover their circulation will be shipped to England, and a first 
shipment has already been made by two of the banks, which will no doubt 
return them a profit of from four to five per cent. An ingot of pure gold, 
assayed and stamped at 71s. per ounce, possesses an intrinsic value, free from 
the evils and dangers ofa depreciated or worthless paper currency, and not only 
is equal to the coin it represents, but, as compared with the invariable British 
standard, is ample to cover interest and exchange on its way to the mint in London. 
The amount that has been received into the Assay Office since the 10th February 
1852 is 87,740 ounces, or, at 3/. 11s. per ounce, 311,477/.; and the amount 
brought by the escort on the first two journeys from Mount Alexander is 
25,235 ounces, or 89,584/. The per-centage charged on the assay, and that 
paid for the protection of the police escort overland, is reckoned, and has hitherto 
proved, more than sufficient to cover the cost of the respective new establish- 
ments. The future is of course only a subject of conjecture; but present 
appearances warrant the expectation that a million will reach Adelaide before 
the termination of the year to which the Bullion Act is at present limited. 

However impolitic is any semblance even of interference with the currency, 
it is equally certain and notorious that the Bullion Act and overland escort were 
rendered necessary by a formidable financial emergency, and that they have 
operated to give stability to our banking establishments, to revive trade and 
commerce, to afford great relief to all the monetary and industrial pursuits of 
the colonists, and to confer on South Australia much of the advantage, unalloyed 
with any of the inconveniences, attendant on the locality of a gold field. The 
population of the colony on 31st Mach 1852, was reduced to 61,218 white 
inhabitants. The migrations to the gold fields, chiefly of our adult male popu- 
lation, still continue, and exceed 16,000. f 

Respectfully referring your Lordship to the accompanying Blue Book for 
further information on the state of the colony in 1851, 

I have &c. 
(Signed) H. E. F. YOUNG. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 29. 
CLIMATE OF SoutTH AUSTRALIA. 


Sir, Adelaide, South Australia, March 25, 1852. 

I HAVE the honour, in compliance with a request from his Excellency the Lieutenant 
Governor, to forward you statistical returns, illustrating, by the records of the Colonial 
Hospital, the influence of the climate of South Australia on disease and death. The 
returns embrace a period of two years from Ist January 1850 to 31st December 1851. 
The mortality at the Colonial Hospital must not be taken as a criterion of the fatality of 
diseases in the colony generally, as only the worst cases are sent to hospital, and occa- 
sionally patients in a dying state are taken there that they may be buried at the expense 
of the Colonial Government. The salubrity of the climate of South Australia is indis- 
putable, the thermometer in summer averaging 73° Fahr., and in winter 55° Fahr. 
showing a mean temperature for the year of 65° Fahr., being only one degree higher than 
the mean temperature of Madeira. There is no endemic disease in South Australia, 
From the peculiar character of the indigenous vegetation, and from the absence of moisture 
during the summer months, there is but little decomposition of rank vegetable matter, 
consequently bilious, remittent, and intermittent fevers are scarcely known. The preva- 
lent fever of South Australia is closely allied to the congestive fever of Bengal, and chiefly 
affects the newly arrived. Eight ninths of those cases that terminated fatally occurred 
in persons who had not been one year in the colony. The membranes of the brain, the 
bronchial and intestinal mucous membranes, are the parts chiefly congested, the former 
more especially in children, arising from exposure to the sun, and the two latter from 
checked perspiration, irregularities in diet, or the too frequent use of stimulants. Menin- 
gitis, bronchitis, or dothein enteritis, is generally found more or less developed in the con- 
tinued fever of South Australia. No eruptive fevers, with the exception of occasional 
cases of scarlatina, have yet appeared in the colony. The dry warm atmosphere of 
Adelaide has a tendency to prevent the development of the strumous diathesis, conse- 
quently there are but few cases of scrofula. Phthisis pulmonalis is also infrequent, and 
progresses but slowly in South Australia, opening a wide field to the skill of the physi- 
cian and the efficacy of medicine in checking the disease. 

Organic disease of the liver is rare, but that viscus frequently becomes congested soon 
after the rainy sesaon sets in, and relieves itself by an increased secretion of bile, ren- 
dering jaundice at this period of the year a very common affection. 

Dysentery is one of the prevalent diseases, but yields readily to treatment. It is 
caused by improper diet or clothing ; in the one case directly causing adetermination of 
blood to the mucous membrane of the alimentary canal, and in the other indirectly by 
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checking the insensible perspiration ; and in both cases producing that congestion of the 
portal system which so frequently accompanies dysentery. Epidemic cholera has not 
visited South Australia since its colonization. Diseases of the brain are not common in 
this colony, and the admissions into hospital have been chiefly cases of delirium tremens. 
I do not think that insanity prevails here to a greater extent than in England, and 
generally occurs in those who have recently arrived. Some of the causes of insanity, such 
as regret at leaving home, anxiety during the voyage, and disappointment perhaps on 
landing, are in more active operation at that time than at any subsequent period. Drop- 
sies are not prevalent in South Australia. Rheumatism is a frequent disease in the bush, 
and most of the cases admitted into hospital have been sent from the sheep stations. 
Several of our shepherds and hut-keepers were formerly prisoners of the Crown in the 
other colonies, and have arrived here with impaired constitutions. 

Many also have been mercurialized for venereal affection. Exposure to every change 
of temperature and to the night air in such patients as these will fully account for the 
prevalence of rheumatic affections, and why many of the cases are accompanied by inflam- 
mation of the periosteum. The number of venereal affections admitted into hospital is 
no indication of what the amount of disease in the colony may be, as only very urgent 
cases are received. Abscesses and ulcers are not of more frequent occurrence here than 
at home. Wounds and injuries in South Australia are most frequently “gunshot 
wounds,” accidents from riding horses not properly broken in, and injuries received in 
felling trees. Accidents from bullock drays are frequently occasioned by the dangerous 
practice of riding on the pole of the dray. Conjunctivitis is the most prevalent disease 
of the eyes in this colony, and in the summer months is frequently occasioned by exposure 
to the night air after having been subjected to the glare of a cloudless sky. The impalp- 
able dust in the streets and on the roads also acts as an irritating cause. Diseases of the 
skin are not often met with. 

Annexed to this report are tables showing the prevailing winds and weather, taken 
from an average of ten years ; of the height of the barometer from an average of seven 
years ; and of the thermometer from an average of ten years. The observations were 
made by my brother-in-law, William Wyatt, Esq. The quantity of rain fallen, being an 
average for seven years, was kept by G. T. Kingston, Esq. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) James GEorGE Nasu, 


The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. Colonial Surgeon. 


BaRroMETER, 7 YEARS. THERMOMETER, 10‘YEARS IN THE SHADE. 


Maximum = i 


Minas 2 > ose ten Sone = BR i” 
Mean of maximum and minimum =" 30-1 73 
Range - - - ee ee 57 
Annual mean - - - 30 2 65 
Greatest variation from 9to9 - =< 055 93 
Least ditto ditto - - OO 2 
Mean ditto ditto - = 0-0 10 


Winps, 10 Years. Wearuer, 10 YEAns. 


THERMOMETER, 10 YEARs. 


N. - days,13 Clear days - 29 = 
N.E. - : 61 Cloudy, but fine 190 Days above 4 i 91°. i 7 3 
E. - >» 7 Overcast, without ” nee * ae 
S.E. - » 42 rain - - 7 ” 90 and 81 x - 52 
S. 2 : 20 ee - 80 and 71 - - - 106 
S.W. - 5116 Rain, little - 78 ” se = _ sd 
W. - » 39 » much - 64 ” 50 “ie Al =f oe 2 
N.W. - 3 wos » constant - 2 ” a . bs 
Var. - repal?: —- 
Predominant for Year, Total - 139 
S.W. _— 
Calm or light breezes - 232 
Fresh breezes - - 118 
Strong gales - = 1D 
Hail > - - 5 
Thunder and lightning - 21 
Mean ¥ | ga Mean Quantity No. of 
Latitude. |Tempera-| £8 | 3 | Barometer} of Rain |Aqueous| Days on 
ture of the Sa SS lof the Year,| during the| Vapour. |which Rain 
Year. Year. fell. 
Inches. 
London - - - |N.L. 51°30) 50 62 36 29°89 20 5°5 178 
Madeira - - |N.L. 32°37 64 73 58 80°03 25 cg 73 
Auckland, N.Z. - - | S.L. 36°51 59} 69 52 29°92 452 4°3 160 
Adelaide, S.A. - - | S.L. 34°40) 65 73 55 80°2 22 - - 139 


ee rrr 


No. 1 a.—RETURN of the NuMBER of Patients Treated in the ADELAIDE Hospirat from Ist January 1850 to 31st December 1851. 
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No. | c—Return of the Numer of Patients who died in the Adelaide Hospital from Ist January 1850 to 31st December 1851. 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 29. 


DrEscrRIPTION of the District North of ADELAIDE. 
[From the Adelaide Morning Chronicele.] 


WE have gathered from Sergeant-Major Rose some interesting particulars of the 
country between Mount Arden and Lake Torrens, which we have much pleasure in laying 
before our readers. 

The country within the bight of the lake mostly consists of grassy gorges, with fine 
creeks running along them, the flats being from a quarter of a mile to four or five miles 
broad, and hemmed in on each side by rough and almost perpendicular rocks of several 
hundred feet high, or mountains covered with porcupine grass, which horses will scarcely 
face. There is abundance of timber, principally bastard sandal wood, and a bush bearing 
a yellow fruit closely resembling the quince in size, shape, and appearance. It was not 
quite ripe when the Sergeant-Major was there, and its taste was something like that of 
beet-root ; but he learnt from the settlers that its flavour when at m4turity is very similar 
to that of the ordinary quince, and so delicious that the white men as well as the blacks 
esteem it a great luxury. The seeds, as in the case of orchard fruit,/are clustered in the 
centre, and are about the size of coffee berries. It is called by some, on account, perhaps, 
of its colour, the native orange. 

One of the most remarkable parts of the country is Mr. Price’s cattle station, called the 
Pound, a rich grassy vale of about thirty square miles, beautifully timbered, and, sur- 
rounded by high hills impassable by horsemen or cattle, the only entrance being by an 
opening of from forty to fifty yards in breadth, which is now fenced across, and through 
which a fine stream flows into the open country. The water is fresh and clear, in some 
places very deep, and about six yards broad at its exit from the Pound. The current is 
sufficiently strong to turn a mill of almost any size. At some distance from that place 
the stream is lost in the sand, but rises again a little lower down, and runs for many 
miles. j 

There are some parts of the country excellent in other respects, which are not available 
for want of water. In most places, however, it has been found that springs have appeared 
after the land was stocked, and in every instance there is reason to believe that water 
could be obtained by sinking for a very little depth. 

There can be scarcely a doubt- that a good country lies between the eastern boundary 
of Lake Torrens and the Darling, for Mr. M‘Kinlay, whose station is the farthest to the 
northward, being more than 100 miles beyond Mount Arden, lost some working bullocks 
three years ago upon the Darling, and they were found at Mr. Price’s station on his first 
taking possession, about eighteen months ago. They must have made their way across, 
which they could hardly have done without good grazing land and water on the entire 
line. It is the intention of some of the settlers to explore it during the coming winter. 

Should a fine available country be found between the Darling and Lake Torrens, its 
importance can hardly be over estimated, especially as there is a good level line of road 
from the bight of the lake to the head of Spencer’s Gulf, where there is a good harbour, 
and where a considerable shipping trade must eventually arise. 

The highlands within the bight of the lake abound with agates and minerals of various 
kinds. Sergeant-Major Rose assures us that he saw numerous surface specimens of green 
carbonate and grey oxide of copper, as heavy and apparently as rich as those taken from 
the Burra Burra Mine. These, he says, abound in every direction.* There is also iron- 
stone of the richest quality, and abundance of the carburet or black lead, as soft and 
glossy as the article known in commerce. He is also under the impression that parts of 
the country will be found to be auriferous, from the quantity of slate, quartz, and’ pipe- 
clay he has seen, The last is used by the natives as mourning, the fashion being to 
whiten the heads on the decease of any of their tribe. There is also a peculiar mineral 
resembling a dark black pebble, about as large as an egg. It breaks in sharp bright 
shivers resembling bottle glass, but it will cut glass as readily as the diamond. Mr. Bonney 
has a specimen of this, which he is about to submit to Mr. Babbage for analyzation. 

The principal indigenous animals are the rock wallaby and the euro. The former is 
rather larger than the ordinary wallaby, and lives in the crevices of the rocks, The 
natives usually catch it by setting fire to the bushes round its hole and smoking it out. 
The latter is a kind of kangaroo, weighing about the same as the ordinary species, but 
much shorter and stouter in the body and legs. It has sharp pointed ears, placed very 
near together, and instead of fur has a covering of close bright hair, three or four inches 
long, and of a pepper-and-salt colour. Its coat is very bright, and glitters beautifully in 
the sun as it springs about the rocks. The euro is chiefly taken by means of nets placed 
upon its track to the water-holes. It is also often knocked down by a waddy or a stone, 
the natives being skilful in throwing the latter. The flesh of both these animals is excel- 
lent, and they are very numerous. 

The “lords of the soil,” the Anguridgna tribe; are amongst the lowest of the Australian 
races, diminutive in stature, and savage to the last degree. They have not the least idea 
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* Some of these were brought in just after the Sergeant-Major left, and shown at Kooringa, 
where they excited the utmost attention among the miners. 
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of clothing, but they save the euro skins to sleep upon, and soften them by rubbing the 
inner side with a smooth piece of agate. Recent events show that they are dangerous 
to the lonely shepherd, but when attacked by any competent force they are the most 
arrant cowards in the world. The police could seldom approach within a quarter of a 
mile of them, for the instant they were within range the naked imps might be seen flying 
in every direction—running up the sides of rocks on which a cat could hardly have found 
a footing, and ready to hurl masses of stone upon the head of any venturous assailant. 
During the late expedition one of Mr. Boord’s stockkeepers and his mare were thrown 
down by a piece of rock rolled upon them from the high land. The mare was severely 
hurt, and the man received some sharp bruises. 

It,is thus that the settler’s cattle are often lost as they go for water into the narrow moun- 
tain passes; the natives, watching their opportunity, scramble up the rocks and kill as many 
as they want with large fragments from above. Unlike most other tribes, they have not 
even the art to make a wurley, their only attempt at architecture being to drive four 
forked sticks into the ground, and place a few boughs on them by way of covering, the 
sides being left wholly open. Their general places of abode, however, are crevices and 
caverns in the rocks. 

At present they know little of the gun, but they regard the sword with considerable 
terror. They are not wanting on some occasions in a kind of daring, as was proved by 
the two prisoners just brought in by the police. They were lodged for one night at 
Mr. Boord’s station, being fastened together by a pair of handcuffs round their ancles, 
further secured by a bullock-chain. As the night was cold they were accommodated with 
a fire, and presently the hutkeeper was aroused by finding the roof in flames. As he was 
quitting the hut to call assistance, the natives endeavoured to keep him in with fire-sticks, 
and when the other persons on the station approached they attacked them with the same 
blazing weapons. A few hard blows laid them on the ground, and they were tied hand 
and foot at a safe distance from the fire and the hut. 

We doubt not that before long the far north will become one of the most important 
portions of the colony. Already its progress has been almost unexampled, for it must be 
remembered that eighteen months ago there was not a single regular station beyond 
Mount Eyre, and but few to the north of Mount Arden. Now the settlements are nume- 
rous beyond the latter point, and even to the north and north-east of the former about a 
thousand square miles have been taken up since December 1850. 

Mount Eyre is 25 miles beyond Mount Arden, and 67 due north from Mount Remark- 
able. From Mount Eyre to Rawnsley’s Bluff the farthest surveyed point is 30 miles 
N.N.E. ; thence to Pattywurta is 40 miles, and from Pattywurta to Mount Serle, 30 
miles. 

Mount Serle is situated at the eastern entrance of the horseshoe of Lake Torrens, and 
is the farthest point at which a station is at present taken (that of Mr .M‘Kinlay). Its 
bearing from Mount Arden is N.N.E., and its distance about 125 miles. These measure- 
ments are taken in direct lines upon the map. The journies from point to point are 
much longer, on account of the mountains. That from Mount Arden to Mount Serle can- 
not be accomplished in less than 163 miles, the stages being as follows :—Proby’s Station, 
15 miles ; Marchant’s, 28 ; Price’s, 20 ; Hayward’s, 20 ; Oakden’s, 35 ; M‘Kinlay’s (upon 
the Frome Creek, Mount Serle) 45 ; total, 163 miles. 

There is no good land at present discovered beyond Mr. M‘Kinlay’s Station at Mount 
Serle, but abundance between that point and Mount Arden. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 29. 
REGULATIONS FOR SELECTION OF EMIGRANTS. 


1. Every purchaser of waste lands of the Crown may, at the time of payment of his 
purchase money, nominate for free passage in the emigrant ships three statute emigrants 
for every 80/. so paid, reckoning two children under fourteen years of age as one statute 
emigrant ; provided that the person so named shall be eligible in all respects for free 
passage under the regulations of the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners ; and 
provided that if such nominees be ineligible, unable, or unwilling to embark when and 
where the Commissioners may direct, the appointment of others in their stead shall rest 
with the Commissioners. For the Form of Nomination, vide Schedule A. hereunto 
annxed. 

2. Settlers who, without being purchasers of land, may desire to aid their relatives and 
friends at home in procuring passages to South Australia, may remit sums of money for 
that purpose by depositing them in the Colonial Treasury. But as it is not intended to 
extend this privilege to remittances for other purposes than emigration to this province, 
all such sums must be placed under the control of the Colonial Land and Emigration 
Commissioners ; and if the parties for whose benefit the remittances are made are, from 
character or otherwise, ineligible for passages in the vessels chartered by the Government, 
or are unable or unwilling to embark, the money will be returned to the depositor in this 
province. For the Form of Application to make deposits, see Schedule B. 
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3. As an encouragement to settlers who wish to apply their savings towards bringing 
out their relations and friends to this colony, the Government will defray part of their 
passage money, even though those friends may, from age or from extent of family, be 
ineligible for free passages under the regulations of the Emigration Commissioners. 

4. The amounts to be deposited for the passage of emigrants will be as follows, as 
suggested by the Land and Emigration Commissioners to the Secretary of State in a 
letter to his Lordship, dated 6th June 1851, the local Government paying the remainder 
of the passage money out of the Land Fund. 


Under 40 Between 


Years of Age. 40 and 50. Above 50. 


Agricultural labonrers, shepherds, ) 
herdsmen, miners, female do- |, Al. per 61 121. 
mestic and farm servants, and (| statute adult. : 
their families - - - 


Other emigrants and their families { es eee 81. 12/7. 


5. The above-mentioned sums need not be wholly deposited in the Colonial Treasury, 
but may be paid, partly in the colony and partly at home, by the persons proposing to 
emigrate ; but in such case the balance must be paid up to the Emigration Commissioners 
before the Emigration order is issued by them. 

6. Depositors will receive from the Colonial Treasurer certificates of receipt for their 
deposits, which certificates must be returned to him on claiming repayment of any unex- 
pended balance of the sums deposited. 

N.B.—The attention of purchasers is particularly called to those words in italics in the 

first clause of these regulations. 


SCHEDULE A. 


(Place of Residence and Date.) 
Sir, 
Having become the purchaser of Crown lands in South Australia, for which I have 
this day paid into the Colonial Treasury the sum of 4 
I beg to nominate the under-mentioned persons for passage to this province at the public 
expense : 


Christian and Surname of Trade eee os 
the proposed Emigrant Age. or Dif Pa ag, Pacman) 
at full length. Calling. 


(Signature of Purchaser.) 

To the Hon. the Colonial Secretary. 

I hereby certify that the sum of has been paid into the 
Colonial Treasury at Adelaide, by in purchase of Crown lands 
as above stated. 

(Signature of the Colonial Treaswrer.) 
Treasury Office, Adelaide, 
South Australia, 18 
Approved, 
Governor. 


—! 


SCHEDULE B. 
(Place of Residence and Date.) 
Sir, 
I beg leave to deposit in the Colonial Treasury, under the Regulations of the 
Lieutenant-Governor dated 18th February 1852, the sum of pounds 
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sterling, to be applied by the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners in aid of the 
expenses of conveying to South Australia the under-mentioned persons: 


To be expended 


Christian and Surname Trade Where living ‘ js 
of the Emigrant at Age. or in Great Britain To be paid towards | for the eee Total. 
fi F the cost of passage.| Benefit before 
‘ull length. Calling. or Th. ind. Minbarkation, 
€ s £ 8 es 


Grand Total £ 


(Signature of the Depositor.) 
To the Hon. the Colonial Secretary. 


Approved, 
Governor. 
I hereby certify, that the sum of pounds sterling has been 
paid into the Colonial Treasury at Adelaide, as above stated, this 
day of 18 


(Signature of the Colonial Treasurer.) 


NEW ZEALAND. 


(No. 138—Executive. ) No. 30. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Gro. Grey, K.C.B., to Earl Grey. 


Government House, Wellington, October 11, 1851. 
My Lorp, (Received April 5, 1852.) 
I wave the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, the Blue 
Books for the provinces of New Ulster and New Munster for the year 1850, 
together with a copy of the despatch from the Lieut.-Governor of New Ulster 
which accompanied the Blue Book of that province. 

2. In the despatches of the numbers and dates noted in the margin I 
reported so fully to your Lordship upon the general condition of these colonies, 
financial and otherwise, up to the present date, that is, to so much later a period 
than the end of the year 1850, that I do not think it would now be necessary 
or that your Lordship would expect me to forward any very lengthened report 
with the enclosed Blue Books. 

8. T ought, however, to point out, that although the returns in these Blue 
Books may be regarded as perfectly accurate, in as far as they relate to the 
revenue and expenditure of New Zealand, to the taxes and duties levied, to the 
imports and exports, to the number of grants of land which have been issued, 
and to other like subjects which relate exclusively to the European population, 
or to matters under the control or cognizance of officers of the Government, 
still that they contain no information whatever (except in as far as concerns the 
country in the immediate vicinity of the larger European settlements) upon 
those subjects which are connected with the total population of these islands, or 
the increase of that population; with the extent of land under crop in the 
interior of the country, or at the remote and scattered settlements ; whether that 


* For Sir Geo. Grey’s Despatch, No. 121, of the 30th August 1851, vide “ Papers relative to 
the proposed Constitution of New Zealand,” presented to Parliament by Her Majesty's Command, 
May 3, 1852, page 18, 


SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA, 


Blue Book, pro- 
vince of New 
Ulster, for the 
Year 1850. 
Blue Book, pro- 
vince of New 
Munster, for the 
Year 1850. 
No. 121. * 
Aug. 30, 1851. 
No. 127. 
Sept. 15, 1851. 
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Nine thousand one hun- 
dred and fifty-four 
pounds, 11s. 9d. 
Forty-eight thousand 
five huni and eighty- 
nine pounds, 5s. 1d. 
Fifty-seven thousand 
seven hundred and forty- 
three pounds, 16s. 10d. 
Four thonsand pounds, 


Five thousand pounds, 


Sixteen thousand six 
hundred and sixty-two 
pounds, 2s. 9d. 


One hundred and fifteen 
thousand four hundred 
and twenty-five pounds, 
ils, 7d. 


Enclosure Wo. 1. 
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land is cultivated by Europeans or Maories; with the number of horses, cattle, 
and sheep owned by the Maories; or with the extent of native produce which 
is at present principally consumed in the country, and, being brought to the 
principal settlements coastwise, does not appear in the returns of imports from 
beyond seas, nor in the return of exports to foreign ports. 

4, It has in fact as yet been found impossible to collect any accurate statistical 
information regarding the native population for more than very small extents of 
country, although I trust that in the course of the ensuing year it may be in 
my power to have such information collected upon a very extensive scale. The 
returns in the enclosed Blue Books contain, however, ample evident proofs of 
the progress making by all classes and races in New Zealand in wealth and 
prosperity. 

5. For instance, from an analysis of the returns connected with the 
revenue and expenditure of both provinces it will be found that the ordinary 
revenues of the islands for 1850 had, in comparison with the year 1849, 
increased by no less a sum than 9,154/. 11s. 9d., these revenues having risen 
from 48,5891. 5s. 1d. in 1849 to 57,743. 16s. 10d. in 1850, the increase being 


Decrease ofexpenditure chiefly made up of an increase of about 4,000/. 
of local Government in the revenues derived from duties of customs, 
of New Ulster in and an increase of about 5,000/. in the revenues 
ee ma nO oO derived from the sale of land, and this augmen- 

Decrease ofexpenditure tation of the revenue took place notwithstanding 
of local Government a large decrease in the expenditure of the local 
of New Munster in Government and of Great Britain upon account 


1850 as compared 


with 1849 - £11,686 19 9 of military services, the decrease of expenditure 


by the local Government, as compared with 
£16,662 2 9 the previous year, amounting to no less a sum 
than 16,662/. 2s. 9d., as detailed in the margin. 

6. It will also be found that in the year 1850 the value of the exports from 
these islands had risen to the sum of 115,425/. 11s. 7d., and it is fortunately in 
my power to report that the general improvement which is shown from the 
enclosed Blue Books to have taken place in these islands in 1850 has continued 
to take place with increased rapidity during the year 1851, and that there 
appears every reason to believe that the prosperity of New Zealand is now 
established on a firm basis, and that it will continue to increase certainly and 
steadily. 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Earl] Grey, (Signed) G. GREY. 
&e. &c. &. 


(No. 57.) Enclosure No. 1. 


Sir, Auckland, September 8, 1851. 
In transmitting the accompanying copy of the Blue Book of the province for the past 
year, it may be right for me to observe that the delay in its transmission occurred in the 
first instance by the indisposition of the gentleman whose duty it was to compile it; and 
subsequently by the absence of the Colonial Secretary, whose presence was required 
at the General Legislative Council held at Wellington, and whose signature was necessary to 
certify to its correctness, which consequently could not be obtained till his return to: Auck- 
land only a few days since. 
Although but a very short time in office, and unable thoroughly to judge of its comparativ e 
merits as regards similar information for past years, still I feel there is much that cannot but 
be satisfactory as regards the gradual prosperity of the province; a prosperity that must 
continue year after year, if no unforeseen event occurs calculated to mar the peace and 
tranquillity of the country. 
I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) R. B. Wynyarp, 
&e. &e. &e. Lieut.-Governor. 
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ST. HELENA. 


(No. 12.) No. 31. 
Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor T. Gore Browne to Earl Grey. 


St. Helena, March 4, 1852. 
My Lorp, (Received April 22, 1852.) 
In forwarding the Blue Book for 1851, I do myself the honour to submit 
a few remarks on the general condition and appearance of the colony. 


Appearance. 


The external appearance of the island is that of an elevated volcanic rock, 
but a great portion of the interior is covered with rich vegetation. 


Fiztent. 


It contains 30,300 acres, occupied in the following manner :— 
Crown waste, of which 4 is indifferent pasture and Acres. 


2 barren - - - - - 22,016 
Forest trees and plantations — - - - - S75 
Pasture - - - - - - 7,450 
Under cultivation - = = - 14:4 
In orchards and flowers’ - - - - 65 
Miscellaneous - - - e : 50 

Total = - - 80,800 
Agriculture 


is at the lowest possible ebb. A recent estimate shows that although but 
144 acres are under cultivation, 6,000 are capable of being used with advantage 
for that purpose. 


Produce. 


Governor Beatson asserts (in his tracts) that the land is capable of producing 
enormous crops twice in each year; and allowing for the small extent of his 
experiments and the advantages he enjoyed, there can be no doubt that the 
returns are generally large, even under the present system of cultivation. The 
farm at Longwood on an average yields of wheat 52 bushels per acre, of Cape 
barley 69 bushels, while different other farms have yielded from 216 to 464 
bushels of potatoes per acre. 


The Farmers 


are, however, generally in embarrassed circumstances, and most of the estates 
are deeply mortgaged. They have little capital to expend, and have not as yet 
profited by the improvements recently applied to agriculture; they have also 
to contend against expensive and inferior labour, the ravages of vermin, 
which are very numerous and destructive, and the great outlay necessary to 
bring mountain land or small valleys into cultivation, transport being both 
difficult and costly. 


Stock. 
Cattle, including calves “ = ‘ - 1,366 
Sheep and lambs - - - - «» §,047 
Goats - - . % & =“-§.015 
Horses (including 40 unbroken) _- \. - 223 
Asses - - - - 4 ae 400 


Fowls are kept by cottagers and others in immense numbers, for sale to the 
masters of merchant vessels. 
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The Food 


of the lower orders consists chiefly of fish and rice, the former of which are 
caught in enormous quantities and of great variety and are sold very cheap ; 
the price of the latter averages 1$d. per pound. 

The consumption of fresh provisions in the island, including the supply of the 
royal and merchant navy and the garrison, amounts to 


Oxen - - - - - - 400 
Sheep - - - - - - 1,300 
Bags of biscuit - - - - - 2,118 
Bags of flour - - - - - - 8,636 
Bags of rice - . - - - 6,103 


Animals (Import of). 


Of which are imported oxen 84, sheep 1,000, all the salt provisions, and nearly 
all the grain. 


The Price of Agricultural Produce 


is exceedingly high, the Government contracts for fresh meat being made at 
94d. per |b., and the charge to individuals much higher. Potatoes vary from 12s. 
to 18s. 6d. per 112 lbs. 

From the above details it is evident that under a better system and more 
extended cultivation the island would be capable of supplying not only the 
wants of its own inhabitants but those of the merchant and royal navy, and 
that lower prices and increased produce would afford greater reuiuneration than at 
present. 


The Price of Land 
seldom exceeds twelve years purchase of the rental. 


The Climate. 


Though situated within the tropics, thunder storms are unknown, and the 
climate is one of the finest in the world. At Plantation House, which is 1,700 
feet above the sea, the thermometer ranges between 58° and 74°, and the 
barometer between 28° 4’ and 28° 5’. At James Town the heat is usually 
8° or 10° greater. 


Rain 


falls in every month, but the wet season commences in June and lasts three 
months. An average of six years gives 43 inches of rain, the greatest amount 
having been 90,458, and the lowest, a season of drought, 19,509. 


Springs. 

There are 212 springs in the island, which throw 8,000 tons of water into the 
sea daily. 

Hitherto little has been done to make them available for agricultural or other 
purposes, but during the last month water has been brought by the Government 
nearly two miles in an open drain from the Briars to the sea, passing through 
Rupert Valley, which, it is hoped, will thus become suitable for building or 
planting. 

Vegetation. 


The mildness of the climate and the fertility of the soil promote the greatest 
possible varieties in vegetation. «The hills are overrun with the common 
blackberry and furze, and the plantations consist chiefly of fir and oak. In close 
vicinity with them, however, may be seen aloes, cacti, palms, bananas, and 
the rarer productions of the tropics, which thrive equally with those of the 
north and west. Oaks grow to a large size, and very rapidly. ‘The blackwood 
or ebony with which the island was once covered is now extinct. Cotton and 
coffee of the best quality have been cultivated with advantage, and might, with 
increased energy on the part of the farmers, become articles of export in 
considerable quantities. Cochineal was once introduced with every appearance 
of success, but was destroyed by order of one of the East India Company’s 
governors. Silk has also been produced in the island. 
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Houses and Cottages. 


James Town - - - - - 190 
In the country - z - - 195 
385 


In the above are included— 


Shops - - - - - 40 
Wine houses’ - - - = | 
Bakeries — - - - . coh ie 


The valuation of houses and lands on which the parish and church rates are 
levied amounts to 105,190/. The former of these rates averages 16s. per 100/. 
and the latter 2s. 


The Population 


is estimated at 5,500 individuals, as per margin. ‘The adult male part of which 
may be classed as follows :-— 


Military - - - - - - 500 
Farmers, farm labourers, and stockmen - - - 263 

Merclrants and agents (17), clerks, warehousemen, 
and labourers — - - - - - - 192 
Boatmen and fishermen - - - - 1387 
Shop proprietors and labourers - - - 65 
Government employ - - - - - 100 
Domestic and various employ - - - 280 
Pensioners - - - - - Sl 
Professions - - - - - - 26 
Mechanics - - - - - - 152 
Total adults - - 1,652 

Wages. 


The wages of agricultural labourers average about 2s. per diem, but Africans 
receive 1s. 6d. ; mechanics obtain 6s. per diem, and men in uncertain empioy are 


paid very highly. 
Roads 


have been made to most parts of the island, and are kept in repair by the taxes 
and water rate. ‘The outlay averages 300/. per annum. 


Education 


is unfortunately at a very low ebb in St. Helena, and there is much room for 
amendment in the Government schools. A committee has been for some time 
inquiring into their condition, and I have reason to hope for and expect 
considerable improvement in the system generally. The Rev. Mr. Chambers 
has, by your Lordship’s sanction, been appointed inspector of schools. 


Schools. 


Three schools are supported by a grant from Government, amounting to 
500/. per annum, in which 246 children are educated, the parents paying 104. in 
the upper school, and 2/. 10s. in the lower division per annum, and in the 
second school, nil. 

Besides the above there are four schools supported by the Benevolent 
Society, in which 223 young persons (including 52 liberated Africans) are 
educated, and four schools conducted by the Baptist mission, in which 215 
children are educated. 


Societies 


having benevolent objects are very numerous ; those named in the margin are 
the most important, and their names sufficiently describe their object. 
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ST. HELENA, 
Military - = = 500 
Adult Europeans - - 235 
Adult Natives - - 682 
Adult Africans - = 285 


1,652 
Females and Children - 3,848 
Total - - 5,500 


= 


The Benevolent. 
The Mechanics, 
The Benefit. © 

The Poor Society. 
The Annuity Fund. 
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Hospitals. 


There are two hospitals, one of which belongs to the military, the other is 
partly supported by a tax on shipping, and admits all sailors gratis, and has 
only been recently completed. 


The Press. 


The “ Government Gazette,” “ The Advocate,” the “Farmer’s Journal,” and 
the ** Ark” (a Baptist periodical), are all printed in James ‘Town; but in the 
absence of matter of general interest, anonymous writers are too often tempt ed 
to devote their columns to personalities, which in so limited a society as this are 
severely felt and have the worst effect. 


Law. 


The law is administered by a chief justice, who is also judge of the Admiralty 
Court. There is a Queen’s Advocate, who is also clerk of the peace, six 
proctors, and two attornies, but there are no regularly educated lawyers. 


Gaol. 


The gaol is in the worst condition possible, and affords no means of classifying 
the prisoners, among whom are many soldiers. A new one has been applied 


for, and estimates of the expense have been submitted. 
* * * * * & * 


The Port 


can be approached in all weathers and at all seasons; and as the island is 
situated in the direct course of all ships returning from the eastward, few pass 
it without calling for water-and fresh provisions. 


Number of Vessels. 


The number of merchant vessels, exclusive of slavers, which have entered 
the port during the last five years, averages 896; during the year 1851 the 
number reached 888. 


Trade. 


The trade of the island depends on these vessels, and as there are no regular 
exports, ships bringing supplies from I:ngland charge as highly for freight as 
they do to India. This, together with the large profits exacted by the mer- 
chants, render supplies of all sorts very expensive ; but the difficulty of entering 
the Cape at certain seasons of the year, induces most vessels to call on their 
homeward bound voyage. 


Revenue and Receipts. 


The revenue receipts for 1851 were as follows :— 


So ad. 
Customs - - - = 11,981, 1 3 
Inland and other receipts - « 4121 12 8 
Widows fund - e otal eh eS 


£17,176 15 4 


Should Her Majesty’s ships cease to bring captured slavers to this island, the 
revenue will lose not less than 1,000/. a year, collected from various duties paid 
on the condemned vessels. 


Expenditure. 
£ es a. 
Establishment - - - 18,834 17 9 
Other expenses - - o SI45 ES 
Widows fund - - - 947 0 O 


£16,426 19 0 


— pe 
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Tonnage Duty. 


The duty of a penny per ton on ships entering the harbour came into force 
on 7th May 1850, and the returns, amounting to 2,808/. 16s. 6d., have fulfilled 
our expectations, without as yet causing any important diminution in the 
number of ships frequenting the port. ‘The hospital was built, and is partly 
maintained, out of the funds arising from this duty, and has proved most bene- 
ficial to sailors arriving in ships not provided with surgeons; the number of 
admissions from this class have greatly increased during the past half-year. 


Establishment for liberated Africans. 


No liberated Africans have been received at the establishment in Rupert’s 
Valley since my arrival in the island, and only seven remain, who were invalids 
when the last detachment were sent to the West Indies. 

Having so recently made a detailed report relative to this establishment, I 
will not trouble your Lordship on the subject now. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) T. GORE BROWNE, Col., 
Right Hon. Earl Grey, Governor. 
&e. &c. 


MAURITIUS. 


No. 82. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Hiacinson, C.B., to Earl Grey. 
May 13, 1852. 
My Lorp, (Received July 22, 1852.) 
In obedience to standing instructions, I beg leave to transmit herewith 
the Blue Book for the year 1851, together with the annual report required 
from myself on the general condition and prospects of the colony. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. M. HIGGINSON. 


(Extracts. ) 
Revenue and Expenditure. 


1. The net increase of the revenue of 1851 over that of 1850 amounts to 
12,839/. 2s. 10}d., being respectively 321,389/. 18s. 10d. and 308,556/. 15s. 114¢., 
whilst the expenditure for the same period is diminished by 14,018/. 13s. 42d., 
being in 1850 254,747/. 1s. 64d. and in 1851 240,728/. 8s. 14d. The aug- 
mentation of income and reduction of outlay thus aggregating 26,857/. 16s. 3d. 
The comparative statements prepared by the Auditor General specify the 
items of revenue and expenditure in which the increase or decrease has 
occurred, and assigns the causes to which the one or the other is to be 
attributed. Although the surplus at the end of 1851 is not, for obvious 
reasons, so large as that of the previous year, I conceive that on the 
whole the financial operations of 1851 may be pronounced satisfactory and 
encouraging. 

Imports and Exports. 


2. There is an increase in the value of both imports and exports over that of 
1850; in the former trifling, amounting to only 20,552/. 16s. 1d.; in the latter 
to 203,3371. 2s. 3d., arising from the more abundant sugar crop of 1851. 
The value of imports and exports stands respectively at 1,107,196/. and 
1,197,036. 

8. In British shipping entered inwards and cleared outwards there has been 
a slight falling of, whilst the tonnage of foreign vessels both ways has largely 
increased. ‘This is the natural result of the modification of the navigation laws ; 
and whatever the ultimate effect of that measure may be upon the interests of 
British shipping, this colony, and others similarly circumstanced, will obviously 
benefit by it. Freight has fallen to between 1/. and 1/. 5s. per ton, which 
cannot, I believe, pay the owners, and will hardly be maintained. No 
‘produce, or, at all events, a very limited quantity, has been exported in foreign 
bottoms. 
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MAURITIUS. 


No. 32. 


Extracts. 
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Population. 


4. According to the census taken in November last, the results of which will 
be elsewhere reported in detail, the total population has, since the date of the 
previous census in 1846, increased from 158,462 to 180,823=22,361. The 
increase in the general population amounts to 1,645, rising from 52,852 to 
54,497, that in the Indian from 56,245 to 77,996 =21,751, whilst the decrease 
amongst the ex-apprentices and their families is 1,035, falling from 49,365 to 
48,330. It is satisfactory to find from the same document that the proportion 
of females of the Indian population has increased from 13 to 174 per cent. ; 
and the wise and liberal measures sanctioned by the Council of Government, to 
encourage the importation of females, promise to augment this proportion 
considerably in future years, and so mitigate the formidable evils inseparable 
from the great disparity of the sexes. 

5. The total births during the year exceed the deaths by 398, being respec- 
tively 5,288 and 4,890, whilst amongst the immigrants the excess of deaths is 
155, easily accounted for by the paucity of female adults. The island has been 
blessed with its usual salubrity, and by freedom from all noxious or epidemic 
disorders. 

6. The return of marriages exhibits an increase amongst the ex-apprentices 
compared with the previous year, and there seems reason to believe that the 
obligations imposed by the ties of wedlock are becoming more respected, and 
less indifference shown to the immorality of neglecting or infringing them. 


Ecclesiastical. 


7. The Protestant Church Establishment remains in the same condition as 
last reported, unattached to any episcopal see, and not subjected to the con- 
trolling authority of an archdeacon, which latter provision would in my opinion 
be attended with good effect, and would perhaps be more easily attainable than 
the nomination of a separate bishop. But one or other measure would certainly 
give greater impetus to the ministrations of the Church, and evoke steadier zeal 
and greater unity of action amongst her members. The necessity of appointing 
more chaplains has been represented by my predecessor, and this still exists, not 
from the actual number of the inhabitants professing the doctrines of the Estab- 
lished Church of England, but from the manner in which they are dispersed 
over the different quarters of the island. he active exertions of the Mauritius 
Church Association, formed under the auspices of the Bishop of Colombo, to 
enlighten the spiritual darkness which still envelopes numbers of the emancipated 
race, is greatly to be commended. And I have recently been much gratified to 
witness the encouraging success that has attended the efforts of their most 
zealous and devoted minister, the Rev. Gideon De Joux. 

8. A clergyman of the Established Church of Scotland has recently, and for 
the first time, been appointed. He has been warmly welcomed by the members 
of that communion, by whom, with the assistance of Government, a suitable 
edifice for the performance of Divine Worship is about being erected in Port 
Louis. 

9. Two additional chapels have been opened by the London Missionary 
Society, whose ministers continue to evince unabated earnestness in the discharge 
of their sacred calling. The establishment of the Roman Catholic Church 
remains unchanged, both in regard to its numerical strength and to its laudable 
efforts to elevate the standard of religion and morality amongst the masses 
within its fold, under the supervision and direction of its zealous and energetic 
bishop. Two new churches have been erected by voluntary subscriptions and 
labour, for the service of which additional priests are required, and will, I believe, 
be shortly appointed, under the provisions of Ordinance No. 54 of 1844. 

10. The progressive improvement observable in the moral and social con- 
dition of the lower orders bears testimony to the diligence of the gospel 
ministers of all denominations. 


Education. 
* * * * * * * 
11. Independently of the great political advantages which would unquestion- 
ably follow the diffusion of a more accurate knowledge of the English language 
amongst the colonial youth, the increasing difficulty experienced in obtaining 
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the services of competent teachers, either in the colony or from the mother 
country, would be gradually overcome by the formation of an establishment 
from which well-trained and qualified masters and mistresses could at all times 
be procured. 

12. It will be observed, from the Report of the Royal College and the Super- 
intendent of Government Schools, that tolerable progress continues to be made, 
and that there has been no diminution but -rather an increase in the number 
of persons receiving instruction. The average number of pupils in the College 
in 1851 has exceeded that of the three previous years by seventy, which shows 
that the exertions made to place this institution on an improved footing, and to 
inspire greater confidence of its efficiency in the public mind, have not been 
fruitless. 

It must, however, be admitted, that the schools in the rural districts are but 
thinly attended, compared with the extent of the population; and that slight 
encouragement is given or ‘interest taken in them by those who, from their 
position, ought to appreciate more highly the means of imparting moral and 
secular instruction to the children of the labouring classes. In fact, it is gene- 
rally only from the efforts made by teachers to persuade parents to allow them 
to educate their children that schools can be maintained at all. ‘This is neither 
a healthy or a natural state of things, and, if it were not for the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of the colony, would induce me to recommend that the funds 
granted by Government in aid of education should be applied in a different and 


erhaps more popular manner. 
P e * P P * * * * * * 


Legislation. 


14. It is impossible for me to exaggerate the just and reasonable and en- 
lightened spirit which animates the Council in the performance of its legislative 
functions ; a reference to its proceedings will fully bear out this impression ; and 
I would observe, that the unofficial members of this body are not now, as formerly, 
in a minority, but that they outnumber the officials, and therefore exercise a more 
powerful influence on the character and scope of our legislation. Amongst the 
Ordinances that have been passed the most important are those for establishing 
new duties of customs on imported goods, for regulating the order and discipline 
of prisons, and for promoting the public health. These are all necessary and 
salutary measures, indicative of the spirit to which I have adverted, and they 
cannot fail to benefit the community. 


Grants of Land. 


15. A survey of the Crown lands within the limits of the municipality of Port 
Louis has recently been commenced, and so soon as this is completed provision 
has been made for undertaking a similar survey throughout the rural districts. 
A code of rules for regulating the disposal of these lands has also been framed, 
and submitted to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for approval. These 
measures are indispensable to ascertain correctly the limits of the territorial 
possessions of the Crown within the island, and to enable the Government 
either to eject those who may be found in unauthorized occupation, or to require 
them to conform to the new regulations, by paying, either by purchase or rent, 
for the land on which they have located themselves. 

16, The revenue raised therefrom will probably be small ; but the moral effect 
will be beneficial. And although the evils of squatting are not experienced to 
the same extent here as in some other colonies, they do exist in a minor degree ; 
and the practice is productive of injury to agriculture, by withdrawing a certain 
portion of labour from plantations, and fostering habits of idleness and vagrancy. 


Public Works. 


17. The only new works undertaken during the year have been the court- 
house and gaols in the rural districts, required by the change that has been intro- 
duced in our system of criminal judicature. They are built on a plain and eco- 
nomical design, but of substantial materials, and suitable to the purposes to 
which they are to be applied. 

18. My attention is directed to keeping down the annual expense incurred 
‘under this head; but the ravages committed by the climate, and insects engen- 
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dered by it, and the damages frequently sustained from the violence of the 
wind, necessitate continual repairs to public buildings, and swell the disburse- 
ments to defray them. 1 hope, nevertheless, with vigilance and care, to reduce 
this item of expenditure below the average of former years. 

19. The public highways have been effectively maintained at a reasonable 
cost. I have lately suggested to the Council of Government the expediency of 
raising the funds requisite for the construction and repairs of roads by tolls or 
other local rates, instead of drawing them from the general treasury, as is now 
done. Iam not, however, sanguine in my expectation of being able to bring 
about this reform, towards which there seems to prevail considerable disinclina- 
tion both within and without the Counc'l chamber. In fact the proposed 
change is erroneously viewed as 2 new tax, which is nowhere palatable. The 
importance of opening new lines of internal communication has not been lost 
sight of, and my proposal to appropriate annually a portion of our surplus 
revenue to this highly reproductive object has been favourably received. As a 
beginning, a vote of 1,685/, 16s. has been taken for the extension of the road 
from Moka to Flacq, vid the Quartier Militaire and Camp de Masque, which is 
about being commenced, offering great facilities of improvement to these 
hitherto almost inaccessible quarters. 


Gaols and Prisoners. 


20. The evils pointed out in last Report, arising chiefly from the insufficiency 
of accommodation in the gaol of Port Louis for the number of prisoners com- 
mitted to it under former laws, have been in a great measure remedied by the 
erection of district prisons, by which the pressure upon that gaol will be much 
abated, and offering the means of amended classification, so essential to the 
proper enforcement of reformatory discipline. There are unquestionably many 
defects yet to be corrected in the system under which the punishment ot impri- 
sonment is inflicted ; but in the colonies generally, and this is not an exception, 
there exist various impediments to the progress of those modern reforms which 
have been introduced into the prisons of the mother country. ‘The importance 
of the subject, however, is not underrated ; and I discover no reluctance in any 
quarter to promote such practical improvements as are within our reach, and 
which I hope to see gradually introduced. The absence of a penal settlement, 
also, as I have on former occasions observed, operates prejudicially, causing the 
detention for very protracted periods of many of the more hardened and incor- 
rigible criminals, who would otherwise be transported, with greater advantage to 
themselves as well as to their fellow prisoners and to the community. 


Agriculture and Manufacture. 


21. I am not aware that any important change has taken place in the system 
of husbandry, but partial attempts at improvement are from time to time made, 
and with more or less success. The application of artificial manure, chiefly 
guano, has produced surprising effects upon cold land; in many cases, I hear, 
doubling the yield; in fact, converting almost barren soils into fertile and 
productive ones. 

22, Whilst there is no doubt that the course of tillage is susceptible of 
amendment, it is in the manipulation of the plant and in the several stages of 
manufacture that there is still a wider field for the introduction of those im- 
proved processes which chemical research and mechanical genius have brought 
to light, and the success of which has been tested in different countries. ‘The 
expense of the vacuum pan, whose superiority is, I imagine universally admitted, 
puts its acquisition beyond the reach of the mass of our planters; some new 
ones, however, have, I understand, been commissioned, and less costly substi- 
tutes, aiming at the same objects, and with encouraging results, are being pretty 
generally introduced. Improvements are also being made in the process of 
drying and drainage. The operation of grinding is said to be conducted on 
many estates in an imperfect and wasteful manner, and the economy and 
division of labour appears generally to be regarded with too much indifference. 

But since amongst all engaged in the production of sugar conviction of the 
practicability of enhancing both the quantity and quality of returns by the 
larger application of skill and science is fast gaining ground, as also of its being 
indispensable to enable British colonial growers to maintain the wide and open 
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competition to which they are now exposed, self-interest will induce the adop- 
tion of the means required to the end. In their attainment, if I mistake not, 
the tried energy and enterprise of the Mauritian planters will not desert them. 


Immigration. 


23. This is undeniably the corner-stone of Mauritian prosperity, the mercury 
that raises and depresses the spirits of the planters, the lever regulating all the 
operations of agriculture, which are checked or advanced according to the 
extent and certainty of the supply of labour. Hence the utmost care has been 
taken to open for it free and healthy channels, and these efforts have been 
crowned with no inconsiderable share of success. The recent census returns 
about 40,000 Indian labourers employed upon plantations, and the annexed 
statement, marked B, will show that the departures within the year little 
exceeded one third of the arrivals. There is also a marked amendment in the 
class and description of men now imported, and the cost has been reduced. 

In 1851 the average per adult, including freight and expenses incurred 
poearee to embarkation, amounted to 3/. 18s. 9d. from Calcutta, and from 

adras to 4/. 1s. 4d.; that for return passages being 1/. Os. 6d. The statement 
marked A, prepared by the Protector (to whose experience and activity in the 
discharge of his duties the improvements I am noticing are in a great degree 
ascribable) exhibits the annual arrivals from 1843 to 1st instant, distinguishing 
the proportion of female adults, which have progressively increased since 1847. 
The total number of men imported within that period is $4,621; that of 
women 13,649 ; boys, 5,192; girls, 1,908. ‘There seems no reason to apprehend 
future difficulty in procuring Indian labourers. 

24, The port of Bombay, which has just been opened to emigration, will, it 
is expected, make good any deficiency that may occur at Madras. At Calcutta 
none is anticipated ; from thence, notwithstanding the arrangements ordered by 
Her Majesty’s Government for giving a preference for six months in the year 
to emigration to the West Indies, and which it was feared would prejudice that 
to Mauritius, the full complement of 5,000 men for the service of 1851 was 
supplied, and the agent states that he entertains little doubt of being able to 
send us the same number for the current year. 

25. It is to be observed that freight is much higher from Bombay than from 
either of the other Indian ports, and there is no corresponding superior aptitude 
for labour in the natives of that part of the continent. 

26. From Madagascar and the coast of Africa only seventy-three men and eleven 
women have been received. Viewing the difficulties in the way of the former 
source of supply, arising both from the state of our political and commercial 
relations with the sovereignty of Hova, and from the habits and character of the 
tribes on the western shores, I confess that I have never been sanguine as to 
the issue of our attempts to draw labour from that island. 

27. On the substantial advantages realised by the immigrant labourers in 
Mauritus, and the stringency and efficacy of the laws enacted for their pro- 
tection, I need not dilate, as I believe these have been established beyond 
question. I unhesitatingly affirm that their condition will bear comparison 
with that of agricultural labourers in any part of the world, and that it is 
immeasurably superior to the position occupied by them in their own 
country. 


General Remarks. 


28. I ventured to characterize 1850-51 asa year of recovery, of progress, 
and of promise, and to express rather sanguine hopes of returning prosperity, 
founded on my then limited experience and knowledge of the affairs of the 
colony, and nothing has subsequently occurred to shake my belief in the sound- 
ness of the conclusions at which I arrived. The advance may be occasionally 
checked by a fall of prices, as has unfortunately recently occurred, by disasters 
arising from unpropitious seasons, by a general murrain amongst the cattle, or 
diseases of the cane plant, which latter infliction is becoming less prevalent ; 
but that we possess all the more essential elements of progress is, I conceive, 
unquestionable. 

29. Amongst these may be enumerated the extreme fertility of the soil, 
combined with the peculiar adaptation of the climate to the growth of our 
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staple. The command of immigrant labour on reasonable terms, the moderate 
cost of transport, internal and external, the low prices of the food of the work- 
ing classes, cheapened by the repeal or the reduction of import dues thereon, 
the exemption of land from taxation, except in the shape of a light export duty. 
The advantages derived by commerce from our maritime position and an 
unrestricted trade with the markets of the world, which will be largely 
enhanced by steam communication with Europe and other countries, now at 
length about to be established. In this combination of fortuitous and favouring 
circumstances, it may be affirmed that Mauritius stands unsurpassed, if not 
unrivalled, amongst the sugar-producing possessions of the Crown, and when 
added to these highly valuable conditions there is manifested a growing self- 
reliance and increasing confidence in local resources, united with the severe 
lessons of previous experience, so legible and distinct that “those who run 
may read,” and, above all, a manly resolution to overcome the remaining 
obstacles opposed to the profitable cultivation of the soil, I do not believe that 
I am either deceiving myself or misleading Her Majesty’s Government in 
expressing a conviction that our earnest hopes and aspirations for the restoration 
and enduring prosperity of this most interesting and important dependency 
of the Crown are in course of fulfilment, and will at no very distant day be 
realised. 

30. I do not venture to submit this opinion without hesitation and diifidence, 
seeing that a very different tone pervades the petition for relief to the agricul- 
tural interests which have been put forth both here and in the mother country ; 
nor do I for a moment doubt that, if compliance with their prayer can be 
accorded, it will be conferring a well-merited boon upon the colony. I do not 
overlook the severity of the competition to which our staple product is exposed, 
nor do I fail to recognize the obligation imposed upon the Government, both 
imperial and local, to support to the utmost of its ability at this crisis the 
struggling sugar-grower, by having recourse to every legitimate means within its 
competency to aid the efforts now making to diminish the cost of production ; 
for in this after all lies the solution of the problem. Individual energy, industry, 
and enterprize will obviously contribute to this desired end, far more than any 
acts of the Government, whether legislative or executive ; but as it. is no less 
certain that the welfare of every rank in the community is directly or indirectly 
dependent on the advancement of agriculture, this momentous question should 
command the most unremitting and careful attention of all. Iam happy to think 
that the Government is not open to reproach on this head; and that in the 
several measures which have been effected, and others which are in course of 
adoption in furtherance of this object, its proceedings have been in entire har- 
mony with the popular voice. By way of illustration, I would point to the 
steps taken to organize immigration on a sound and healthy footing, and to 
ensure a continuous and adequate supply of labour by multiplying its sources. 
In addition to the ports of Calcutta and Madras, that of Bombay has recently 
been opened to us; and immigration from Madagascar, the Comoro Islands, 
and the east coast of Africa has likewise been sanctioned ; and when labourers 
are introduced every precaution is taken, consistent with their own freedom of 
action, to ensure their fair and impartial distribution among employers, and 
stringent regulations enforced for the suppression of vagrancy and desertion ; 
evils which are diminishing as the relations between masters and servants are 
becoming better understood. I would refer also to the removal of restrictions 
upon commerce, and the new tariff of customs duties, which, by lowering the 

rices of all commodities of general consumption, must indirectly reduce the 
cost of labour; and to the reduction of taxation affected in the last year by 
diminishing the export duty on sugar from 9d. to 43d. per 100 Ibs., and by 
reducing the registration dues and charges on the transfer of real property about 
25 per cent. 

31. The reform of our system of judicature, which came into operation at the 
commencement of the present year, and the other legal amendments in course 
of completion, cannot fail to inspire greater confidence in the investment of 
capital in our soil and to enhance the value of property. 

32. The price of labour remains generally unaltered, though some few engage- 
ments have lately been made at lower rates; wages for field work being five 
rupees, or ten shillings per month for new immigrants, and six rupees for older 
ones, exclusive of rations, valued at about five shillings. A keen competition 
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amongst employers to engage immigrants at the aforesaid rates implies that the 
market is not yet adequately supplied ; and whilst this continues no general 
fall in wages can be expected. Wages are usually paid with great regularity ; 
but cases occur where planters do engage men, not possessing the means of 
paying them as they become due, but trusting to the proceeds of the coming 
crop; hence arrears accumulate, engendering discontent amongst the labourers, 
with its attendant consequences, alike injurious to both parties. The rights of 
the latter are, however, by law zealously and effectively guarded, authorizing 
a dissolution of contracts if wages remain unpaid beyond three months, and, on 
failure, making their claims a first lien upon the estate of their employers. I 
annex a copy of a circular letter which I lately caused to be addressed to the 
stipendiary magistrates, urging them to exert their official influence to discourage 
this and other unwise and shortsighted proceedings sometimes resorted to by 
embarrassed planters, but forming the exception to the rule of conduct followed 
by that respectable and intelligent body. 

33. The crop just reaped will reach about 135,000,000 Ibs., 124,286,320 Ibs. 
having been already shipped, and that now in the ground promises an equally 
fruitful harvest. I do not anticipate, even at the low prices now ruling, a 
diminution in the annual export of sugar ; for although some of the poorer and 
less favourably situated estates may possibly be thrown out of cane cultivation, 
I think that its extension on others, aided by superior skill in extracting larger 
returns from the soil, will compensate for the abandonment of the former; and 
if the market should improve, with a well-grounded prospect of steadiness, giving 
more remunerative prices, the production of the colony will probably be largely 
augmented, its capability being, I apprehend, unquestioned. 

34. Public authority is everywhere respected; unbroken tranquillity and 
order prevail throughout the island ; the public mind is no longer strained and 
harassed by political or other exciting topics, nor men’s time and attention diverted 
by discontent or agitation from the steady pursuit of their respective vocations, 
on the success of which themselves and families are dependant, and which at 
this trying juncture demand their undivided care and assiduity. I will not 
affirm that all traces of national and complexional antipathies are yet obliterated, 
which, looking to the phases that this island has passed through, could hardly 
be expected ; but I encourage the belief that the asperity of these animosities 
is becoming more mollified, and the hope that they may gradually give way to 
more catholic and kindly feelings. 

35. The races of which our heterogeneous population is composed are as 
varied as the creeds which they profess. Hindoo and Mahometan, Chinese and 
Malagask, Parsee and Bhuddist, Roman Catholic and Protestant, are all equally 
tolerated and protected, and alike admitted to the enjoyment of civil rights and 
immunities. Nature has showered her most precious gifts upon this favoured 
and, and if man does not mar her handy-work no gloomy apprehensions need 
dim the aspect of the future. 

36. The people appear to be on the whole contented and happy, and to have 
learned to appreciate at its true worth the value of the British connexion. ‘The 
language of complaint is rarely indulged in by direct appeals to authority ; and 
even in the columns of the local press the assertion of specific or tangible 
grievances is seldom put forward. It is true that the theory of representative 
institutions, and their applicability to the political circumstances of the colony, 
are not unfrequently discussed ; the scale on which the Government establish- 
ments are maintained is also occasionally inveighed against, wholesale and 
sweeping reductions being urged as alike imperative and practicable, and similar 
representatious have been made, both here and at home, by parties smarting 
under the effect of losses and disappointments, influenced, it must be admitted, 
in many cases by changes and measures which they could neither foresee nor 
control, but who are in no ways responsible for the administration of public 
affairs, their chief and natural object being to obtain the largest possible return 
for the private capital invested in the colony. Notwithstanding the extensive 
reductions effected by my predecessor, some further retrenchment may be found 
practicable, although, as far as I can judge at present, there does not appear 
to be much room for it. But no suitable opportunity either for the abolition or 
consolidation of offices shall be overlooked, or any other legitimate means that 
may offer for economizing the public expenditure. 
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37. I do not conceive that I am now called on to offer an opinion as to when 
the colonists are likely to be prepared for so radical and organic a change in the 
constitution of their government as that advocated by some of the public 
organs; but I incline to think that the councils about to be formed in the rural 
districts for the management of their local affairs will, for the present, satisfy 
the self-governmental necessities of the country, and also prove a training school 
for the exercise of the more enlarged representative privileges which it may be 
considered just and politic, at a future period, to confer upon the colonists. 
The municipal corporation of Port Louis continues to work to the entire 
satisfaction of the government and of the inhabitants, and if the persons elected 
in the country districts will evince equal diligence and public spirit in giving 
effect to the provisions of the projected ordinance, similar advantages may, I 
hope, be anticipated from its operation. . 

38. I have, not long ago, reported on the financial position of the colony, and 
I shall shortly be called on to return to the subject, in sending forward the 
estimates of revenue and expenditure for 1853. We are, happily, free from 
debt, and have a considerable reserve fund at credit to meet extraordinary 
demands or unforeseen emergencies. An opinion prevails that the amount of 
this balance, 149,051/. 6s. 94d., exceeds what is required for these objects, and 
that a portion of it might be beneficially and reproductively employed in the 
execution of works of public improvement and utility. Iam, myself, disposed to 
participate in this opinion, conceiving that a smaller reserve, say 150,000/., 
ought to be sufficient to guard the colony from the risk of future financial 
disorder or embarrassment, provided our annual charges do not exceed our 
income, which, with care and vigilance, may, I think, be confidently relied on. 
Although from the difficulty experienced in all governments to keep down the 
public expenditure this one is not free, the task will, I hope, not be found 
insuperable ; and, profoundly sensible as I am of the paramount importance 
of husbanding the public resources, and of the wise policy of stimulating and 
developing every branch of industrial economy, by widening their channels, and 
relieving them from all fiscal imposts beyond what is indispensable for the 
exigencies of the state, my untiring exertions shall be devoted to these salutary 


and beneficent purposes. 
J. M. HIGGINSON. 
17th May 1852. 
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IMMIGRANTS.—SraTEMENT of Arrivats and Proportion of FemaLe Aputts from 1843 to Ist May 1852. 
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Bounty. 
March. 


1843 and 1844. | 14,663 | 2,026 | 420| 237]|13°8] 14,600| 1,796 | 380| 223 | 12°3 13°9 | 34,339 | 4,530] 923| 5696 | 13°2 


AGENCY. 
April to Dec. 

1844. 4,045 646 | 268} 133 ie 4,045 646 | 268| 133] 15°9 
1845. 7,745 1,462 | 885] 261 - =] 7,745 1,462 | 885] 26] | 18°8 
1846. 4,847 1,150 | 594] 198 - 4,847 1,150 | 594 | 198 | 23°7 
1847. 4,845 580 | 287 47 - =] 4,845 580 | 287 47 | 11°9 
1848, 4,445 564 | 251 43 - 2] 4,445 564] 251 43 | 12°6 
1 849. 5,936 887 | 368 91 - 5,936 887 | 368 91 | 14°9 
1850. 4,910 704 | 396 85] 14°3] 2,883 640 | 511 | 174 | 22°2 - -| 7,793] 1,344] 907} 259] 17°2 
1851. 4,986 773 | 28] 83 | 15°5 2,612 686 | 104 62 | 26°2 - - 7,598 1,459 | 305 | 145] 19°2 

Ist May. 
1852. 1,756 726 | 251 168 }| 41°3 591 161 41 19 | 27°2 20°8 3,016 1,027 | 324] 187 | 34°0 


Total 58,180 9,518 | 4,001 | 1,346 


16°3 | 20,696 3,283 |1,036 | 478 | 15°8 


——_——— a 


14°7 | 84,621 | 13,649 | 5,192 | 1,908 | 16°1 


Immigration Office, Port Louis, 3d May 1852. (Signed) T. J. Hucon, Protector. 
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Return of Immicrants who have arrived in 1851, and those who have left during 
the same period. 


Arrivals. Departures. 
Remarks. 
es Men. Women. | Children. Men. Women. | Children. 
‘Calcutta - 4,986 773 2,466 387 36 | Arrivals from the Coast 


of Africa and Mada- 


Madras -| 2,612 686 gascar— 
70 men. 
Bombay - — —e 11 women. 
Departures— 
3 men. 
Total -| 7,598 1,479 


Immigration Office, Port Louis, 3d May 1852. 
(Signed) T. Hueon, Protector. 


Sir, Immigration Office, 4th May 1852. 

1. IN answer to your letter under date the 30th ultimo, requiring me to forward a 
return of the immigrants received and despatched in 1851, the proportion of “women” 
received compared with that of preceding years, and the aggregate cost and average per 
head, I have the honour to annex a tabular statement of the immigrants received and 
dispatched, and one of the proportion of “female” immigrants received from 1843. This 
proportion has increased rapidly this year, in consequence of the bounty promised 
towards the close of last year to those who might return with their wives, or, being 
married people from their district. It would be greater still if effect had been given 
to the measure. 


2. The accounts of the expenditure on India not passing through this department, I am 
unable to furnish the average cost of the emigrant from India previous to his embarkation. 
I can only give the average cost of the passages out and back. From Calcutta, the 
averages of the passages has been, in 1851, per adult, 31. 9s. 9d; from Madras, 31. 4s. 1d. ; 
for both, 31. 7s. 9d. 


3. The average cost of the return passages has been 10. 0s. 6d. ; but 261 men, eleven 
women, and two children, entitled to a passage at Government expense, having preferred 
going at their own, the average cost of return passages to Government has been hereby 
reduced to 18s. 5d. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) T. J. Hucon, 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. Protector of Immigrants. 


Referred to the Auditor General to establish the cost of an immigrant from India, 
previous to his embarkation 
(Signed) R. Y. Cummins, 
Assistant Colonial Secretary, 


A. O., 6th May 1852. 
Report.—The cost of immigrants in India previous to embarkation has been, during 
the years 1850 and 1851, as follows :— 


Le sed: 

1850. Calcutta, per man - - - 012 5 
2 is per adult - - - =a On lO 6 
1851. by per man - - = O°10 7 
3 5 per adult - - 6 ease 6: 
1850. Madras, perman  - 2 a POs S2 
”» ”» per adult as 3 ey - 016 2 
1851. sa per man - 2 aaealy ental) 
» peradult - & Orie 3 


(Signed) W. W. R. Kerr, 
Auditor General. 
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CIRCULAR TO THE STIPENDIARY MAGISTRATES. 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, 


1. The reports which the last mail from Europe brought of the progressive abatement 
in the price of sugar, and a consideration both of the cireumstances which have caused that 
abatement, and of the effects which its continuance is likely to produce on the planting 
interests of this colony, have induced his Excellency to transmit to you the following 
observations for your reflection and guidance. 


2. The general tenor of all mercantile advices from London has confirmed the 
apprehension which was slowly gaining ground that the markets at home were over- 
- stocked with colonial produce, and that on that, if on no other account, the value of 
colonial imports would be greatly diminished. But in addition to this fear, it has unfor- 
tunately induced a more formidable conviction, viz., that a new rival has entered the 
European markets, and that to the competition of colonial sugar abroad must be added 
the competition of beet-root sugar in Europe. 


3. Under these circumstances it has naturally become an object of great solicitude to 
his Excellency to consider the best means of economizing the cost of production in the 
colony. 


4. In this matter the Legislature can do little; the Executive can do less, Wages 
cannot be reduced by an ordinance, nor can labour be supplied by a proclamation. But 
difficult though it may be to reduce the former or increase the latter to the full standard 
of the requirements of the colony or the planters, it is less difficult to moderate the 
pressure caused by the weight of the one, and to diminish the inconvenience resulting 
from the insufficiency of the other, at such a crisis. 


5. His Excellency conceives that the mitigation of the present evil may be effected, 
though not by legal ordinances, yet by moral influences, and that a right understanding 
between planters and labourers may avert the serious consequences which would 
certainly flow from exaggerated fears on the one side, and exorbitant demands on the 
other. 


6. His Excellency, therefore, desires that you will take every legitimate opportunity 
which your position may afford you to check a tendency on the part of masters to 
promise, and labourers to expect, extravagant wages. 


7. His Excellency is well aware that many instances have occurred of labourers being 
decoyed from estates where they have been receiving moderate but certain wages, by the 
promise of a higher remuneration, which they have never received at all, or have received 
only for a short time. 


He is no less aware that high wages are promised by persons who know that they 
cannot afford to pay them, only with the view to embarrass or intimidate some less 
unscrupulous neighbour. 


8. The effect of such engagements, whether wholly or partially unfulfilled, is most 
pernicious. They encourage a spirit of reckless precipitation among employers, and of 
restless vagabondage among labourers. .They encourage the Indians to desert, in the 
vague hope of bettering themselves on another estate. They unsettle the relations 
between the contracting parties, and eventually they extend to the whole planting 
interests of the colony a mischief which would be less to be regretted were it confined 
to the individuals by whose thoughtlessness or unscrupulousness it had been produced. 


His Excellency thinks that, with the influence and authority with which your position 
invests you, you might discourage proceedings as ruinous as they are immoral. 


9. You cannot prevent planters from paying high wages, if they wish to do so; neither 
can you prevent labourers from receiving high wages, if their capacity or experience is 
such as to command them; but, in his Excellency’s opinion, you can dissuade planters 
from entering into a dishonest competition in making promises which they never intend 
to fulfil, and labourers from making exorbitant demands which they cannot reasonably 
expect to have satisfied. You can use the influence of your position to make both parties 
acquainted with the real state of the markets at home; you can point out to them that it 
is their mutual interest to come to an understanding, that the wages on an estate shall be 
adjusted in accordance with the earnings of its produce. You can explain to the planter 
that though, by jostling his rival in this struggle for labourers, he may drive him from 
the market, he is doing an equal injury to himself and a great injury to the colony. You 
can explain to the immigrant, on entering into a new engagement, that the price of sugar 
does not admit of his being paid the high wages which he formerly received ; and that, if 
he receives them for a time, it is impossible that he can continue to receive them much 
longer. You can explain to both that the arrangements which Government has made in 
the three Indian presidencies will amply suffice to promote an equable and constant 
supply of new immigrants into the colony. 
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10. It is this reflection which induces his Excellency to take a hopeful view of the 
prospects of the colony ; and it is from this that his Excellency thinks that both planters 
and immigrants may derive practical benefits. ; 


The statements received from the emigration agent at Calcutta leave little room for 
doubting that, even if Madras and Bombay should not send their expected contingencies, 
Bengal will be able to supply this deficiency ; so that we may expect to receive at least 
8,000 immigrants during the current year. 


With such a prospect before us, with nearly 40,000 immigrants working on the estates, 
with the operation of three years’ engagements, and with the literal exaction of five years’ 
industrial employment as a condition of conferring the privilege of an old immigrant, his 
Excellency thinks that only great mismanagement can prevent an equitable distribution 
of labour and a fair adjustment of wages throughout the colony. 


11. In conclusion, his Excellency bids me remind you that, in adjudicating disputes be- 
tween the immigrants and their employers, it should be your study to regard the rigid 
technicalities of the law less than the general spirit which pervades it, and to use your 
authority for conciliating as far as you can the interests of the labourer and his master. 

Bearing this principle in mind, his Excellency hopes that you will discourage all 
attempts either on the part of employers to make the law an instrument of annoyance to 
their neighbours, or on that of labourers to make it an instrument of extortion against 
their masters; and that you will impress upon both the maxim that their interests are 
really identical, and that the fatuity which induces the one to exact, or the other 
to promise, a rate of wages incompatible with the value of colonial produce, must ulti- 
mately be fatal to both, and may be destructive to the prosperity of the colony. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. J. BAYLEY, 
Colonial Secretary 
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Colonial Secretary's Office, Mauritius, (Signed) C. J. BAYLey, 
February 1852. Colonial Secretary. 
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CEYLON. 
(No. 73.—Miscellaneous. ) No. 33. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir G. W. Anprrson K.C.B. to 
Earl Grey. 


Pavilion, Kandy, April, 1852. 
My Lorp, (Received May 22, 1852.) 
I nave the honour to forward the Blue Book for the year 1851, and to 
make the following report accompanying it. 
2. From the following statement your Lordship will be satisfied to observe 
that our revenue is fairly in excess of our expenditure. 


Abstract of Revenue and Expenditure for 1851, compared with that of 1850. 
Revenue of 1851, compared with the Expenditure of the same year :— 


ss Und, 
Revenue - - - 429,700 17 7 
Expenditure - . - 409,123 14 9 


Excess of revenue over expenditure- £20,577 2 10 


Revenue of 1851, compared with revenue of 1850 :— 


£ &0d. 
Revenue of 1851 —- - - 429,700 17 73 
Revenue of 1850 - “ - 415,667 8 7 
Increase in 1851 - - £14,033 9 03 
The increase is under the following heads :— 
CB od, 
Arrears of revenue - - - 3,889 10 6 
Rents, exclusive of lands é - 2.592" 9° 2 
Licences - - - - 4,143 0 3 
Postage - - - - wr 8 34 
Fines and forfeitures - é - 387 19 1 
Sale of Government property - - 3,025 13 gh 
Reimbursements in aid of expenses in- 
curred by Government - . 1,784 2 12 
Government vessels . - - 65 0 11 
Miscellaneous receipts - - 9,300 8 8 
Pearl fishery - - - - 482 10 8 
Receipts by agent in London - - 152 13 9 


£25,900 9 3} 
Deduct decrease under the following heads :— 


gaan sae 
Customs - - - 6,273 15°-3 
Port and harbour dues -- 1i7 12 114 
Land sales - - 905 5 7% 
Land revenue - - 872 9 2 
Stamps : - 6583 0O 10} 
Taxes - 3 - 315 9 8 
Ration stoppages - 2,497 6 13 
Interest - . - 148 17 0% 
Special receipts - - 253 3 6 
11,867 0 22 
Net increase - - £14,033 9 032 
Expenditure of 1851, compared with expenditure of 1850 :— F 
£ s ad, 
Expenditure of 1851 = - - 409,123 14 93 
Expenditure of 1850 - - 390,425 4 1] 


Increase in 1851 - - £18,698 9 103 
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The increase is under the following heads :— 


£ s. d. 
Establishments - - - 532 11 632 
Pensions and retired allowances - 975 18 8 
Revenue services - - - 2,825 0 10 
Education - “ - - 205° 8-6 
Hospitals - - - - 1,170 -1 1 
Police and gaols - - 154 6 7 
Conveyance of mails ” - - 751 15 114 
Works and buildings - - 1,347 9 5 
Roads, streets, and bridges - - 7,890 16 0 
Miscellaneous’ - - - - 5,834 4 2 
Interest - - - - 119 0 7} 
Colonial commissariat . - = 478 0 5 
Government steamer - - Boi as 
Refund of duties . - - 26.- 8-3 


£22,952 2 5h 
Deduct decrease under the following heads :— 


pene ee af 
Administration of justice - 746 4 74 
Ecclesiastical :—in aid of 
missions - - 100 0 O 
Charitable allowances - 93 6 74 
Rent - - - Go.4,7 2 
‘Transport - - 583 10 9 
Colonial pay and allowances 1,719 4 432 


Special military charges for 
the suppression of the 
rebellion of 1848 - 948 


ho 


03 
4,253 12 63 


Net increase - - £18,698 9 103 


3. The expenditure of 1851 has exceeded that of 1850, but I should state 
that a portion of this arises from bringing to account several items of expendi- 
ture occurring in former years. 

4. I have the satisfaction to report that the remainder of the debt due to the 
Oriental Bank, amounting to 11,959/. 5s. 10d., has been paid off. 

5. The balance of monies in the Treasury and the several cutcherries on 
the lst January last was as follows :— 


£ & a. 
Amount in coined money - - - 38,904 18 5% 
Ditto in notes - - - - - 55.776 2...0 
94,680 18 53 
Deduct— £ ed. 
Amount of deposits - - 32,345 2 5 
Ditto of notes in circulation - 31,724 0 0O 
——_—_— 64,069 2 5 


Leaving a balance in favour of Government of £30,611 16 02 


6. In respect to the notes in circulation, I am glad to report that the amount 
has been considerably reduced. On the last return sent to me by the treasurer 
of February it appears that the amount out was only 27,069/. 


7. Your Lordship is aware that it has been my endeavour to restrict this cir- 
culation of Government notes as much as possible, from the great inconvenience 
it caused to the Government, and constituting really no great accommodation 
to the public. It will remain to determine on the late proceedings sent to your 
Lordship on the proposed circulation of the Oriental Bank Corporation, if the 
Government circulation of notes might not cease altogether. 
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Roads. 


8. The outlay on roads, bridges, and buildings has been considerable, 
the whole charges under these heads and establishments amounting to 
50,5311. 6s. 3d., but I am still confident that a careful economy has been exer- 
cised, and that no work has been undertaken for which there was not an absolute 
necessity. 

9. In respect to roads, my anxiety has been that a road once undertaken on 
a perfect conviction of its utility should be completed as speedily as circum- 
stances would admit. I have endeavoured to impress this upon the Legislative 
Council ; and, acting on this principle, the Council voted 10,000/. for this year’s 
expenditure on the road from Gampola to Yatteantotte, which, I believe, will 
very nearly complete it this year. The road when thus finished will be of vast 
service for communication to Colombo, and for the transit of produce from the 
interior, the more so as it leads to the river Calany Ganga, which will afford a 
water carriage of more than thirty miles to Colombo. 

10. In respect to roads generally on the island, I may state that those once 
completed and well metalled are of a very superior kind, and do infinite credit 
to those engaged in making them. The amount of tolls levied is always suffi- 
cient to provide a revenue to keep the roads in perfect repair. 


11. I should be very glad to see more roads made of the kind I here speak 
of, for the relief to the export of produce from the estates is immense. Road- 
making here is, however, expensive; yet [am quite persuaded that in a few 
years, by a steady perseverance in the system of expending money to complete 
roads wisely undertaken, a vast change will be apparent, vast good done, and a 
perfect return be gained for the money expended. 

12. In the drainage of the towns of Colombo and Kandy considerable progress 
has been made, to the comfort and health of the inhabitants. New streets and 
roads have been opened and widened in Colombo, to the great benefit of the 
town. Much of this has been effected under the operation of the Road Ordinance, 
No. 8, of 1848, and saved the Government from much direct expenditure. 

13. This, the Road Ordinance, has worked admirably as a whole. Some few 
modifications are required to render its working more perfect, and this will be 
brought under the consideration of the Legislative Council at its next sessions. 

14. On the whole, I am glad to report that the Road Ordinance has been a 
very beneficial law for the practical and general good of the people, and it may 
be justly be justly considered as a measure very creditable to the government 
of my predecessor. 

Imports AND Exports. 


15. The following is the Return under these heads for the years 1850 


and 1851 :— 
(Year ended 5th January.) 


Value of Goods. 

£ Se: 

Imports 1850 - - 1,030,296 9 
yi 1851 - - 993,482 19 11 
Decrease - £36,813 9 4 
£ @. ¢. 
Exports 1850 - = $55,329 13 11 
Ps 1851 ~ = 2 '938,687°-18 11 
Increase +> £83,308 5 0 


Value of Rice and Paddy. 


£ s. d. 

1850 - - 468,885 16 
1851 - - 463,617 6 9 
Decrease - £5,268 9 5 


ee 
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Specie from India. CEYLON. 
£ 6. ah 
1850s - 457,381 14 8 
1851 - - 1,003,967 17 4 


Increase £546,586 2 8 


Revenue from Imports and Exports. 


= ah 80 ds 
1850 - - 126,038 6 5 
1851 - - 120,461 4 5 


Decrease - £5,577 2 0 


Cinnamon Duty. 


& Saas 

1850 “ - 10,747 12 4 
1851 - - 8,474 17 O 
Decrease - £2,272 15 4 


Cinnamon exported. 


lbs. 
1850 = - - - 644,857 
FOS NAbaried cha 8, in SOBER 


Decrease - 136,366 


Coffee ( Year ended 10th October). 


Cwts. 
1850 - - - 322,760 
1851 ~ - - 287,911 
Decrease - - Cwts. 34,849 


16. This return shows a decrease in the value of imports, which tells upon 
the Customs receipts, for the Customs are, with one exception, derived from 
imports alone, and your Lordship will observe that our revenue from Customs 
has suffered accordingly, the falling off being 5,577/. 2s. as compared with the 
revenue of 1850. 


17. Cinnamon is the only export paying duty, and there has been a falling 
off in that export. It has been strongly urged by the cinnamon growers and 
the traders that if the export duty is not taken off the cultivation will be 
nearly abandoned. I am not quite certain of this, and some further experience 
as to the fluctuation of the market and its causes is required. Still the opinion 
is, that we may be called upon, for the preservation of the trade, to give up the. 
export duty. The subject, howeyer, I have lately, in different despatches, 
brought to the attention of your Lordship, and your Lordship’s last instructions 
desired that it should be considered in our estimates of revenue and expenditure 
for the coming year; it will therefore, meet the careful consideration of the 
Legislative Council at its next sessions. 


Education. 


18. The School Commission, with whom rests the control and management 
of education, report favourably on the whole as to its extent ; and I believe its 
quality, from some examinations at which I presided, is fair; but I am not 
certain if the whole system is not open to some improvement, and I propose 
early to take up the subject for consideration. 

19. The different missionary establishments engage strenuously in education, 
and I think with much success. Especially this is reported to me of the 
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American missionaries at Jaffna. ‘The Wesleyans are earnest too in the work, 
and in time good results will appear ; but education is of slow growth,—is silent 
in its progress,—and is only sure in its end when steadily persevered in, and I 
think this is the case with the establishments I here speak of. 


20. The subject of a medical college or institution at Colombo, for the 
instruction of the burgher youth, has been brought to my consideration, and 
has been earnestly pressed upon me by petition from some of the most intelli- 
gent members of the Colombo community. I have collected information on 
the subject from India, and I hope to be able to submit a scheme to the 
ae Council at its next meeting, promising to accomplish what is 

esired. 


Ecclesiastical. 


21. On ecclesiastical matters I have little to say, having lately reported in 
different despatches on the unhappy disputes existing between the bishop and 
some of his clergy. These disputes, when once settled by the decision of your 
Lordship, I anticipate no renewed differences. 


22. Nor do I enter upon the subject of what is called the Buddhist question, 
on which so much has been written, and which can only also be disposed of 
finally by the decision of your Lordship. 


23. The bishop is anxious to establish churches at some few different stations, 
with ministers appointed thereto, and proposes to pay the expense partly by 
contribution from the funds at his Lordship’s disposal from the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel, partly by the people, and partly at the expense of 
Government. 

24. The Executive Council, however, .is opposed to grants of money from 
the Government for these purposes, under some doubt of their necessity, and 
the view that too much is demanded of Government in this way for our own 
particular Church. 

25. I propose to request the bishop to favour me with the extent of what he 
desires, and then to take into review the whole of the ecclesiastical establish- 
ments, and report to your Lordship on the subject in a separate despatch. 


Health. 


26. The health of the colony, except as respects cholera at Jaffna, which I 
deeply regret is very prevalent and very fatal, is favourable. The climate ot 
the island, as a tropical climate, and as compared with India, to the European 
constitution is indeed highly favourable, and the native population do not seem 
to suffer more than in other countries. Small pox is the disease they most 
dread. Much attention and effort has been made to spread vaccination, and I 
believe with fair success. 

27. Dr. Flemming of Her Majesty’s 37th Regiment, superintending the 
vaccination of Colombo, has given very great attention to the subject. He 
has written a paper for the benefit of the people, showing the vast value of 
vaccination ; and this paper I have had published, and directed that it should be 
extensively disseminated. 

28. I brought to your Lordship’s attention, in my report of last year, the 
subject of quarantine. A very valuable report has been placed before me on 
the subject by a committee which I last year appointed. ‘The report has been 
printed, and will be transmitted to your Lordship, and I propose on its sugges- 
tions to alter the quarantine law, and am now engaged with the Queen’s 
advocate, amongst other subjects of proposed law, in considering how best we 
can carry through, and to what extent, that which has been proposed. 


General Remarks. 


29. I have much satisfaction in reporting that there is every appearance of 
general tranquillity prevailing throughout the colony. I have spent much of 
my time in Kandy, and have had every reason to be pleased with the feeling 
shown to me by the chiefs and principal headmen of the province. Some little 
expression of uneasiness was exhibited on the violent attacks in the news- 
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papers on the Buddhist religion ;. but I in a great measure satisfied the chiefs 
by the assurance that though the British Government could in no way have any 
connexion with their religion, yet that their rights in property therewith con- 
nected would be carefully and steadily protected and maintained. 

30. Last year, on the meeting of the Legislative Council, I proposed several 
Jaws for judicial improvements, suggested to me in most part by the J udges of 
the Supreme Court ; [ was however prevented carrying those laws through by 
the sudden illness and ultimate melancholy death of the acting Queen’s 
Advocate. 

31. I propose to place these alterations in the administration of justice again 
before the Legislative Council on its next meeting ; and I am at present 
engaged with the Queen’s Advocate in consideration on the subject, and I shall 
again have the advice of the Judges of the Supreme Couirt, whose assistance 
is always most readily and cordially afforded me in these very important 
matters. 

32, My object has been, and forms the principle on which I am very anxiously 
working, that justice should be administered with simplicity, with fair cheap- 
ness, with readiness, and with the avoidance of all delays, not for the advantage 
of justice to the people, but for the advantage of those practising in the courts, 
an evil bitterly experienced and complained of in the courts of this colony. 

33. As I proceed with this work I shall be careful to explain to your Lord- 
ship, in reporting on the alterations finally determined on in separate despatches, 
the grounds on which the alterations are made and the ordinances passed, and 
which I propose should not become the law of the colony till I receive your 
Lordship’s approval and the confirmation of Her Majesty. 

34. I conclude my report with offering a favourable opinion of the state of 
the colony generally. Some interests may still suffer, but the aspect, with these 
exceptions, is deemed more cheering. The administration, if I may be allowed to 
say so, continues a safe, just, and fair course; and in the end I have every hope 
that it will be rightly appreciated, and I trust, as a whole, meet the approbation 
and*confidence of your Lordship. 

I have, &c. 
To the Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) G. W. ANDERSON. 
&c. &e. &e. 


HONG KONG. 


(No. 17.—Civil.) No. 34. 


Cory of a DESPA'TCH from Governor Sir S. G. Bonnam K.C.B. to 
the Right Hon. Earl Grey. 


Victoria, Hong Kong, March 14, 1852. 
My Lorp, (Received May 22, 1852.) 


I wave the honour to transmit the Blue Book of Hong Kong for 
the year 1851. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


2. The revenue of the colony for the year 1851 was 23,7211. 7s. 64d., and 
the expenditure for the same period amounted to 34,115/. 7s. 6d. 


Military Expenditure. 

3. The total expenditure of the commissariat and ordnance departments 
amounted to 51,895/., being 12,733/. less than in the year 1850. This decrease 
arises from certain reductions in the force, and from the completion of military 
works and buildings. 

Public Works. 

4, The sums paid during 1851 on account of civil works and buildings, &c., 
are stated at 1,611/. 8s. 1d., including the additional grant of 455/. towards 
the completion of St. John’s Cathedral. The Surveyor General’s report, 


which I beg to enclose, shows the nature of these works. I also forward this - 


officer’s annual report upon the state and progress of his department for the 
past year. 


HONG KONG, 


No. 34. 


No. 1. 
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Legislation. 


5. Four ordinances, the titles of which are given at page 56 of the Blue 
Book, have passed the Legislative Council, and the three first have already 
received the confirmation of Her Majesty. 


Population. 


6. The census recently taken shows the population to be 32,983, con- 
sisting of— 


Europeans and Americans - = = = 647 
Goa and Macao Portuguese - - - 489 
Indians, Malays, and natives of Manilla - : 221 
Aliens (chiefly foreign seamen and temporary residents) 163 
Chinese - - - - - - 31,463 

Total i> - 82,983 


The above is an abstract of the returns prepared by the officiating Registrar 
General, copies of which I append for your Lordship’s information. There has 
been a small decrease of males in the Chinese population within Victoria, as 
compared with the census for 1850, owing to emigration to California. 

The number of deaths amongst the white population has been 67, being at 
the rate of 10°35 per cent.; and the deaths amongst the Chinese inhabitants 
are estimated at 1,020, as appears by the enclosed statement, showing an 
average mortality amongst the native population of 3°24 per cent. 

The average monthly number of Chinese and coloured prisoners in the gaols 
was 146, amongst whom eight deaths occurred (exclusive of one by suicide), 
giving an average mortality of 5°48 per cent. The average monthly number 
of European prisoners under confinement was 33, of whom two died. 

The Sheriff’s return, showing the inmates of the gaol during 1851, is here- 
with transmitted. 

The general state of health, sickness, and mortality during the past year is 
shown by the report of the colonial surgeon appended to the Blue Book. 
Dr. Morrison has annexed thereto a comparative statement of the health of the 
troops during 1850 and 1851, from which it will be perceived that there has been 
a considerable abatement of sickness in the garrison during the past year. For 
easy reference, I transmit herewith a memorandum showing that the proportion 
of deaths to average strength has been as follows : 


Amongst Europeans - - - 7°5 per cent. 
Amongs Malays and natives of India - - 7°6 : 
In 1850 the deaths averaged 23°04 and 10-02 per cent. respectively. 
Education. 


7. There are six schools in Victoria superintended by European tutors; and 
the number of Chinese schools throughout the island, conducted by native 
teachers, is also six. ‘These latter, except one, are supported by the local 
Government, and are under the supervision of a committee, whose report 
on the state of these schools during the past year I annex for your Lordship’s 
information. 


Trade. 


8. The return at page 191 of the Blue Book exhibits the total number of 
vessels arrrived at Hong Kong to have been 1,082, of an aggregate burden 
of 377,084 tons, being an increase over the year 1850 of 198 vessels and 
77,991 tons. ‘The returns appended under the head of “ Imports and Exports” 
show that 117 vessels imported and 123 exported goods to and from the colony. 
They also prove that treasure to the value of $7,588,993, equivalent to 
1,581,040/. 4s. 2d., has been shipped to India, the greater portion being 
undoubtedly in return for opium sold in China. The annexed statements 
give the export of treasure and the import of opium from 1845 to 1851 
inclusive, by the Peninsular and Oriental Company’s steamers alone. With 
regard to the trade carried on between Hong Kong and California, I am 
informed that 44 vessels have left for that place during the past year. 

The number of vessels registered at this port during 1851 was 10, measuring 
2,400 tons. One of these, of 206 tons, was built in the colony. 
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The accompanying memorandum, by the assistant Chinese secretary, bears 
upon the native trade of Hong Kong, and shows that in 1851 the harbour of 
Victoria was visited by 1,004 sea-going junks, being an increase of nearly 
20 per cent. upon the monthly average of 1850. 

With regard to the whaling trade, upon which I offered some observations in 
my last report, I may state that it has, as anticipated, increased considerably 
during the present season. Between the 2d December 1851 and the 21st 
February last, 37 vessels of this description arrived at Hong Kong. Their 
cargoes, as appears from the enclosed printed statement furnished by the 
consignees (an American firm), consisted of— 

: Sperm oil, 140,0174 gallons. 
Whale oil, 476,1854 gallons. 
Whale bone, 74,174 lbs. 
Of the above, it seems by the Harbonr Master’s returns (page 206 of the Blue 
Book), that only 17,675 gallons of sperm, 20,080 of whale oil, and 8,399 Ibs. 
of bone, were exported from hence to England. 


Crown Lands. 


9. The fixed revenue under this head, abstracted from the rent-roll for the 
year ending 25th December 1851, was as follows :— 


i Dan 8 
Mercantile firms . = - 4,006 8 5 
Private individuals - . - 4277 9 0 
Chinese - < i - 1,512 7 9 
10,696 5 3} 


The decrease in this item of the colonial revenue, as compared with that for 
the year 1850, is 597/. 7s. 24d.; but this difference arises from certain 
reductions in the land rent and the resumption of sundry lots, already reported 
upon, and sanctioned by your Lordship. 


Police. 


10. From the enclosed return, furnished by the Superintendent of Police, it 
will be seen that the number of felony cases coming under the cognizance 
of his department was 488, whilst in 1850 they amounted to 674. 

On the subject of administration of justice, I beg to refer your Lordship to 
the under-mentioned returns, showing the business performed during the past 
year by the Supreme Court and the Police Courts ; namely :-— 

Criminal cases tried in the Supreme Court. 

Number of civil cases tried by the Chief Justice, and actions commenced. 

Causes brought before and decided by the Chief Magistrate of Police and the 

Court of Petty Sessions. 


General Observations. 


11. In conclusion, my Lord, I would observe that I am satisfied the true 
interests of the colony are progressing as favourably as could be anticipated. 
During the year no less than 1,082 square-rigged vessels anchored in the 
harbour, being an increase of 198 over the preceding one; of these 167 pro- 
ceeded with cargoes to the ports of Shanghae and Amoy; and by the Harbour 
Master’s report it seems that 207 entries have been made by steamers alone 
from the Canton River, a service conducted by five steamers of from 50 to 175 
horse-power. <A regular monthly communication between Hong Kong and 
Calcutta is announced by the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Com- 
pany, by which the colony will have the advantage of a bi-monthly communi- 
cation with England. A monthly steam communication is now carried on with 
Shanghae, and a bi-monthly one with Amoy, by vessels belonging to the same 
company. These facts are convincing evidence of the advantage and benefit 
that this colony is to Canton, and to the trade of China in general. I would 
add, moreover, that Hong Kong affords a subsistence to three newspapers and 
two advertisers, one published daily, and the other three times a week; a 
tolerably significant proof, were others wanting, that the colony is not in a very 
languishing condition. I have, &c, 


The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) S. G. BONHAM. 
&e. &c. &e. 
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Enclosure 2. 


Surveyor General’s Office, Victoria, 
SIR, February 7, 1852. 
I HAVE the honour to submit my annual report upon the works which have been 
undertaken during the year, and upon the general state of repair of the civil roads and 
works, &e. upon the island. 


Roads. 


Aberdeen to Stanley. Upon this line an expenditure of 251. was made, being the 
balance of an uncompleted contract for two drains near Deepwater Bay. 

The new roads finished comprise that from the Albany Godowns to Wongneichung, at 
an expenditure of 3231. 3s. 8d., and the road by the Plaza, including the work in levelling 
adjoining, at an expenditure of 1811. 3s. 3d + 61.=1871. 3s, 3d. 

A new road twelve feet wide 1 mile and 117 yards from Aberdeen Street, to join the 
Aberdeen Road (100/.), is also in course of construction, and upon which an expenditure 
of 501. has been made. At the present date it is nearly completed ; but as it has not 
received one single shower of rain I apprehend considerable settlement and damage 
thereto before it is perfectly consolidated. 

The new road for the extension of the carriage drive from North Point to Quarry Bay 
on the Saiwan Road, 1,080 yards, was authorized during the latter end of the year, and is 
in course of execution, under contract for 1231. 19s. 2d. Upon this line also there will be 
considerable settlement during the next rains ; and before the summer I hope a sufficient 
bank of sand will be thrown up against the rough stone wall, which will be planted with 
grass or seaweed to protect it against the wash of the sea. 

A small arch and three drains were made on the Saiwan Road, estimated at 671. 0s. 10d., 
in lieu of the old platform wooden bridges. 

The road round the island was repaired during the year 1850, the contract for which, 
amounting to 621. 18s. 4d., was paid during the year 1851, since which time no repairs 
have been effected. 

Sundry repairs have been paid for on the Wongneichung and Sukunpu Roads, amount- 
ing to 20/., 16s. 6d.; the total expenditure on road construction and repair being 
6981. 1s. 9d. 


Bridges. 


The only bridge constructed during the year is that over the ford at Causeway Bay, a 
twenty feet arch, upon abutments four feet high, with a roadway of twenty feet in the 
clear, which was much required, and cost 145/. 16s. 8d. 

Authority (under Report and Estimate No. 4, of 1851, and Requisition No. 20, of 1851) 
was given for an expenditure amounting to 316J. 13s. 4d. for the construction of stone 
bridges and drains on the road round the island (with the exception of the two large 
bridges ; one at Tytam ; the other at Quarry Bay). These are in course of construction. 


Buildings. 


The repairs of a miscellaneous character to gaols, police stations, and other civil 
buildings, including expenditures by other departments, amounted during the year to 
1361. 10s. 7d., in addition to which hired watchmen were employed to take charge of the 
Albany and Larkins’ Godowns, resumed by Government at an outlay of 33/. 15s., making 
the aggregate expenditure for buildings 1711. 15s. 7d. 

rr Victoria. 

The works in the city, exclusive of convict labour, comprised covering the open culverts 
with the stones of the parapet walls (reserving the coping stones for future use), at an 
expenditure of 46/. 13s. 10d. ; the extension of a drain in Albert Road, 6/. 5s. ; and man- 
holes to drains on the Plaza Road, 8. 10s. 8d. Total for drains, 610. 9s. 6d. 


Sundry Works. 


Planting trees, 343 in number, of various kinds and sizes, in several parts of the city, 
amounted to 201. 15s. 9d. The goats complained of in previous years as doing so much 
damage to trees have not been so destructive this year, and the only damage trees have 
sustained lately is caused mostly by thieves stealing the supports thereto, and by drunken 
sailors, nevertheless the greater number are thriving very well, and will in a few years 
be a great ornament to the city. 

Five public wells were also ordered to be made during the year, four of which are 
completed, and upon which an advance of 251. has been made. 

Twenty-one stone seats were placed near the public roads. These were formed out of 
the coping-stones of the open culverts in the city, lately covered over. 

The additional Government grant for completion of the cathedral was paid during the 
year, amounting to 455/. 

I have also to report the commencement of the work for Government House, in the 
preparation and lowering of the proposed site, which provides for the cutting and removal 
of 24,000 yards of earth, at an expenditure of 200/. 
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Convicts. 


In the purchase of stone hammers and new tools for convict labour, both inside and 
outside the gaol, and also in their repair, the sum of 27/. 12s. 7d. has been paid ; this is a 
very small sum, considering the number of men employed. I have, however, to remark, 
that the wheelbarrows, and, indeed, most of the plant, is in very bad condition. 

The total expenditure on account of works of all kinds, as enumerated above, has 
amounted to the sum of 1,613/. 18s. 1d. 

The labour performed by the convicts has consisted in the general repair of all the. 
roads and streets in the city, which I have been able to keep in a very satisfactory state. 
The rains not having been particularly heavy last year, the damage they sustained was 
not very considerable. In actual repairs I have employed 3,900 men upon 82 miles 
of road, which gives an average of 11d. a yard, or a total estimated value of 811. 5s. 

In the improvement of the roads round the Wongneichung Valley, by placing stone 
parapets thereto, and several other services, in the formation of retaining walls, widening 
drains, &c., 1 employed 5,310 men ; and in the construction, widening, and lowering the: 
road to join the Government House Road from Caine Road and Arbuthnot Road, 2,296. 
men, at an aggregate estimated value of work amounting to 1581. 9s. 2d. Sundry drains 
in various parts of the town were repaired and cleaned out from time to time by 312 
men. Scavenging, under charge of the policeman on duty in the city, was performed by 
158 men, and miscellaneous services of all kinds by 399 men, valued at 18/. 2s. 1d. 

The total number of men employed outside the gaol, therefore, has amounted to 12,375 
men, being 2,878 less than last year, giving a total value of work performed equal to 
2571. 16s. 3d. 

Those employed at hard labour within the gaol walls amounted to about 18,000. The 
labour performed is of a very light nature indeed ; they were employed breaking stones 
for the roads, but as it was not done by taskwork it cannot be considered a punishment. 
The advantage of the use of broken stone upon the roads, fine as I require it, becomes 
more apparent every year, and enables me to effect repairs in a much more substantial 
manner than I could do in previous years, and therefore it is desirable to continue the 
supply. I estimate that only 220 tons have been broken, which I value at 3s. 6d. per 
ton, or 381. 10s., during the year, a much smaller quantity than last year. 

A few men were employed picking oakum for the navy and making mats for the 
Government offices, and an average of ten daily were employed in the ordinary work of 
the gaol, carrying water, &c. 

The labour of the three department coolies I turned to account during the year on the 
public works, when they were not in attendance upon me, or otherwise employed with 
their overseer. In repairs to roads they performed the work of 249 men ; in making new 
drains, 6 men ; clearing drains and side channels, 229 men ; planting and trimming trees, 
274 men ; removing timber, 126 men ; cutting grass and weeding at Government offices, 
31 men ; miscellaneous, 12 men. 

In conclusion, I have to remark that the whole of the roads, works, and buildings 
under my charge are in a good state of preservation, with the exception of some wooden 
bridges ; and although the road over the hills to Tytam and that round the island have 
not been repaired during the year, no great damage has occurred thereto, and both are 
passable for horses. 


T have, &c. 
W. Caine, (Signed) Cuas. St. Gro. CLEVERLY, 
Colonial Secretary. Surveyor General. 


Enclosure 3. 


Surveyor General’s Office, Victoria, 
Sir, February 10, 1852. 
I HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, 
my annual report upon the state and progress of the department for the year 1851. 

During the year last passed there have been no changes in the department, and the 
general services and duty performed by its members have been of a precisely similar 
nature to those of the previous year. 

The Chinese overseer and his coolies, when not in attendance upon me, perform the 
ordinary repairs to streets, drains, and attention to the trees, and the general miscellaneous 
services which are constantly demanded. 

In contract work, having no foreman or clerk of works, I employ them occasionally to 
see any special portion of work requiring supervision fully carried out according to my 
instructions, and in that particular have rendered very effective help, though not equal 
to that of a trained overseer. 

The repairs to buildings I was necessarily obliged to superint end myself in themorn- 
ings and evenings (the only portions of the day I could devote to that duty). The works 
carried on, however, have been but trifling, and thus a constant supervision was not 
demanded upon all of them ; but as an instance of the difficulties I have occasionally to 
encounter in compelling an efficient mode of construction, I must mention that on visiting 
the bridge at Causeway Bay as usual I objected to some of the stonework in the arch, and 
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on the following day this had been patched up with wood, and coloured to imitate the 
stone, which, if not discovered in time, would eventually have caused the destruction of 
the entire bridge in a few years. In such cases, where a wilful system of scamping work 
is adopted, I invariably condemn a large portion of it ; and although this mode causes some 
delay and inconvenience to the public in certain cases, it is the only means I have at pre- 
sent of obliging the contractors to execute sound and satisfactory work ; but I find they 
never try that plan of cheating again. 

The expenditure on roads undertaken by the department, both in construction and 
repair, amounted to 698/. 1s, 9d. ; upon bridges, 145/. 16s. 8d ; upon sundry miscellaneous 
services 314/. 19s. 8d. The whole together, with 4551. additional grant for the completion 
of the cathedral, amounted to 1,613/. 18s. 1d. 

The supervision of convict labour is entirely executed by myself, the Indian sergeant of 
the guard acting as overseer. A daily return is made of the number of men employed, 
and the nature of their work, to enable me to bring the value of it to account in my annual 
return for the Blue Book. I have to report most favourably of the conduct of the sergeant 
Chorepah, who is very attentive, and makes the men perform as satisfactory work as can 
be expected. ; 

The Chinese overseer and coolies have given also equal satisfaction. 

The supply of tools and their repair during the year amounted to 271. 12s. 7d. The 
work performed, including breaking stones, I estimate in my return upon works at 
2961. 6s. 3d., which gives a rate of 9 per cent. upon it, and may be considered by no 
means heavy ; but many of the wheelbarrows and some other articles are now in a bad 
state of repair, and a new set of the former is much required. Occasionally carpenters and 
blacksmiths are included amongst the convicts, and if I had means of employing them 
and could establish a good workshop, either within the gaol or at the Government, 
offices, the repairs would be executed at a smaller cost ; but, as stated in my last report, if 
Thad an established free labourer, a carpenter and generally useful man, he could be em- 
ployed most effectively in executing repairs himself to the various buildings under my 
charge, or as overseer upon works too large for one man, or where I could not send a 
convict unguarded. 

In the deeds registry department thirty-nine memorials have been registered, affecting 
forty-three lots, twenty-nine of which were for absolute sale, and seventeen of these were 
prepared in the office for Chinese. This service is performed by Mr. Power, in addition to 
his ordinary work as book-keeper and clerk ; and I have to report that he continues to 
execute the whole of the work devolving upon him, both as regards the careful preparation 
and registry of land deeds, as well as in the work of accountant, in the same satisfactory 
manner as reported in former years. 

The number of leases written and issued from the office amounted to twenty-nine. 

Land giving a yearly rental of 1317. 12s. 8d. was sold, upon which a premium of 
431. 19s. 2d. was paid. The grants of land were seven in number (two of which, for 
religious and educational purposes, were rent-free), paying a rental of 511. 17s. The 
rental upon land resumed amounted to 450/. 6s, 84d., and reductions in rent autho- 
rized by the Right Honourable Lord Grey, 270/. 11s.; making a total reduction of 
7201. 17s. 84d. 

The rent-roll at the end of the year was 10,6961. 5s. 34d., being 5971. 7s. 24d. less 
than the previous year. 

The fees derivable from leases and: registry of memorials amounted to the sum of 
990. 08. 224d. 

I have much pleasure in stating that my own health has not suffered during the year ; 
and the lameness which caused me so much trouble before has not returned, thus enabling 
me to perform my various duties in the office from ten till four, as well as those devolving 
upon me in the superintendence of works, convict labour, and other services in the city, 
connected with land, in the mornings and evenings, without difficulty or inconvenience. 

I have completed a portion of the map alluded to in my last report, connecting the 
colonial property with the cantonment ; but the other map, of the new houses and improve- 
ments in the town, I could do nothing to. The short time I have to work, and other 
services on hand, and particularly those consequent upon the late disastrous fire in the 
Lower Bazaar, which rendered necessary the entire change and re-allotment of the greater 
portion of the area, extending over about eight acres and a half, and the superintendence 
of the houses in course of erection, entirely prevents me from devoting my time thereto,—at 
any rate for this cold season, I must remark, however, that the work is not of absolute 
necessity, as the plan originally made by me is sufficient for all purposes connected with 
operations in land, and therefore no inconvenience results from the delay. 

In conclusion, I have to state that it is my desire to render the services of my depart- 
ment as efficient as possible in the execution of all work demanded from it, and trust that 
his Excellency the Governor may be pleased to accord his approval thereto. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES ST. GEORGE CLEVERLY, 
Surveyor General. 


Total 
No. of 
ra ire Houses. 
Europeans and Americans - - ~ 
Goa and Macao Portuguese (mixed blood) 
Indians, Malays,and Manila - - - 
Aliens (chiefly foreign are ah tem- 362 
porary residents - 
Chinese, in employ of Europeans - - 
Chinese, residing in the city of Victoria -| 1,501 
Ditto, boat ag dae in Bie sas Har- 
bour - -| - - 
Ditto, residing in the wftiagh - - 940 
Ditto, boat Pee oe than Vic- 
toria - - Sa) Mar a 


Ditto, temporary residents, vagrants, &. -| - - 


Estimated number of Chinese (who are not 
included in the House Census Returns) 
‘who were resident in houses burnt down 
on the 28th December, many of whom 
temporarily left the Colony in conse- 
quence - - - - 


Total 
No. of 
Boats, 
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Census of Hone Kone, 31st December 1851. 


Population. 
Children. Total 
Male. Female. 
Male. Female. 

412 55 39 647 
219 94 78 489 
126 39 11 221 
163 - - at) 163 
1,661 79 77 1,945 
7,157 825 902 | 10,656 
2,903 290 261 4,168 
3,442 517 380 5,234 
3,004 1,011 729 | 6,010 
400 - - - - 450 
2,200 250 250 3,000 
21,687 3,160 2,727 | 32,983 


Population. 


a Children. 


Total. 


Total 


of \eorer 5,125 


2,972 | 2,599 |31,463 
Chinese. 


21,687 | 5,409 | 3,160 | 2,727 |32,983 


(Signed) CHARLES May, 


Officiating Registrar-General. 


Remarks, 
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Name of District or Place. 


City of Victoria - 
Aberdeen and Vicinity 
Hong Kong - 
Hongheongloo - 
Hoktsui and Kaseewan 
Pokfoolum - 
Saiwan - - 
Seiingpoon - 
Sheak 0’ - - 
Sheaktoongtsui - 
Showkewan - 
Sookumpoo - 


Stanley - . 


Tsutcheemoy - 
Tytamtook - 
Wongmakok - 
Wongneichoong 


Bodies found exposed, died in gaol, and 


Government Civil Hospital - 
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8lst December 1851. 


Total 
Population of 


each Place. 


Number of Persons 


who died during the 12 Months. 


In the 
Colony. 


_ 
RWW mPa 


“SNOW ONO 


Officiating Registrar General. 


Asstrracr of Returns furnished from each House occupied by Cuinese in the Colony of Hone Kone, stating the Number of Persons resident therein, Mortality, &c. on 


Total General Nature 
Chinese of Occupation of the 
Mortality. Inhabitants. 
Out of 
the Colony. 
- - | Trade. 
- - | Do. with fishing. 
It may be reasonably || - - | Agriculture. 
estimated that three | | - - Do. 
fourths of Chinese | | - - Do. 
seized with serious | | - - Do. 
diseases in thisColony, = - | Stone cutters. 
remove to their native | | - - | Agriculture. 
places, two thirds of< | - - Do. 
whom die. I believe || - - Do. 
that the deaths out of | } - - | Stone cutters. 
the Colony may be || - - | Trade. 
properly stated at || - - | Do. with fishing. 
765. - - | Agriculture. 
- - Do. 
- - Do. 
- - Do. 
1,020 
(Signed) C. MAY, 
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Return of the NumBer and Description of CainesE Vessets anchored or plying in the Harbour and Bays of Hone Kona, on the 81st December 1851, 
specifying the Number of Persons on board. 


Sarwan 


: VICTORIA. ABERDEEN. AND SHOWKEWAN. SHEaxk OQ’. Tora. 
Descriprion 
of 3 Children. | ¥ Children. | ¥ Children. | ¥ g Children.j 3 Toran, 
: 5 : : : i 
Boats. = Cy CH es Cy 3 a 3 3 = ey Cy 3 a 3 
° 3 3 Cy F ° CY F od F ° o 3 Cy F ° o| s ‘3 3 |'3 ° o ‘a 
sie /Fleifleisgi®lsiglelseiéls 3 gsigiEisi8i¢)4] 2 
ope tee a i ae fH ae 4/a |e ie 
Junks “ - - 162] - - - - - as ee, - - 
Trading Boats - 181 - - - 2 40 368 | 138 97 29 
Passage Boats - - 95 4 6 4 15 = - = ae 
Salt Boats - - 448} — - - 14 140 42) - - - 
Stone Boats - - 52] - - = 2 10 om im as = 
Lorchas - - 37 | = - - - = ty i = - 
Cargo Boats - - 167 | 71} 40] 38] - - = a = “ 
Fishing Boats ~ - 178 97 45 28 69 315 435 | 232 | 311 | 270 
Wood Boats - - 41 - - - 6 38 - - - - - - -|}-|]-]- -}=+-]-]- 11 79 13 16 
Hakows and Pullaway 
Boats - - 397 | 210 87 91 28 84 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 248 481 276 129 
Cooking Boats - 9] = - 8 4 9 om a = ns - = Pam ee (aan (eee) men) ea eee 8 18 2 3 
Water Boats - - 19} = - - 2 6 ee ae - - = - ne fee, (et eee Rae | eae ees 5 25 = = 
Sampans - - 1,117 | 332 | 112 97 | 296 592 641 | 218 | 190 | 145 9 12 3 6 7412 | 39) - 5 | — 91,112 | 2,401 869 455 
Total - - | 893 | 2,908 | 714 | 290 | 261 | 426 | 1,249 | 618 | 352 | 250 | 400 | 1,486 | 588 | 598 | 444 | 47 | 214 | 50 | 51 | 82] 16] 55 | 10] 10 3 [1,782 | 5,907 | 1,980 | 1,301 


Grand Total 


10,178 


(Signed) C. MAY, 
Officiating Registrar Genaral. 
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Enclosure 7. 
Return of Morratity amongst the Curnese during the Year 1851. 


Population Died in Died out of Total 
of each Place.| the Colony. | the Colony. 2 


————— —_—_| 


City of Victoria - - - - 10,666 165 - - - 165 
Dead bodies of Chinese found exposed by the Police in 
Victoria and buried : - - one Mad x 32 Gp a a 32 
Number of Chinese died in Government Civil Hospital 
and Gaol - - - - - 209 22 - sus 22 
Total in Victoria = - -|- - - 219 wetion|™ Me 219 
Aberdeen - - - - - 926 6 - - = 6 
Stanley and Vicinity - - - - 939 2 Sie epee ioe 2 
Sheak ’O - - - - - 270 3 - - - 3 
Saiwan - - - - - 234 4 eed eet. 4 
Showkewan and Vicinity - - = 1,337 11 - ete ce 11 
Sookunpoo - - - - - 1,084 8 * -- © 8 
Wongneichung - - - - 444 2 - = 2 
) opevige a Ge S| CNIS een te 
Estimated Mortality out of Colony* - - oH) Cie Wee 765 765 
Grand Total « oe - od 255 765 1,020 


* It may be reasonably estimated that three-fourths of Chinese seized with serious diseases in this Colony remove to 
their native places, two-thirds of whom die; I believe that the deaths of the Colony may be properly stated at 765. 


(Signed) C. MAY, Officiating Registrar General. 
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Rerurn of the Averace Numper of Prisoners confined in the Vicrorta Gaox, during 
every Day of each Month of the Year 1851. 
nt epee So ata se ee Ee 


Chinese and 
Number of 
Months. Europeans.| Coloured Total. Remargs. 
Prisoners. Deaths. 
Jan - - 16 148 164 1 One Chinese of dysentery. 
February = - =" = Sia a <- One Chinese of mortified leg, one Chinese of 
March - - 28 147 175 3 paralysis, one Chinese committed suicide 
April : -| 7 149 176 = by banging. 
May = - 19 144 163 1 One Chinese of hospital gangrene. 
June - - 29 151 180 1 Do. - Do. 
July - - 40 149 189 1 One European of apoplexy. 
August - - 42 134 176 2 Two Chinese of dysentery. 
September - e 61 149 210 <= 
October - - 48 152 200 2 One European and one Chinese of dysentery 
November - . 38 143 181 _ 
December - - 31 147 178 _ 
Total - - 401 1,758 2,159 ll 
Average number in each month - - 180 
Total Deaths - - - ~ Fi 


Mortality, say 4 per cent. (Signed) W. H. MITCHELL, Sheriff. 
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Memoranpum showing the Numer of Deatus which have occurred in the Garrison of 
Hone Kone, during the Year ended 3lst December 1851. 


Pei 
PERIOD. .|$./ 35/4 
Be & 8 $ 3 Sy 
Quarter ending Quarter ending Quarter ending|Quarter ending ES tal > 3 Da < 4 
Se 
Description of Troops. 31st March. | 30th June. 30th Sept. 31st Dee. a S 3 a & g's 
. © od o . Bel ee | 8-8 
ee/ 2 [26/2 | Pe] 2 | ee] 2 | be] ee] Gel es 
S13 /e3| 8 | 88) 8 | SB] 8 | EB) 28] Fe | Fe 
4$|A 14418 |4a/ A [ae] A [3° 14° [am la 
Europeans - - | 526 7 510 6 648 22 626 9 |5778,| 44 7°5 
5 7°6 
ee ee et ssa | 7 |s90 | 8 | 403 | 5 | 400 | 10 |394,4| 30 a 
97143| 74 
Brigade Office, Hong Kong, (Signed) A. E. BURMESTER, Captain, 


January 6, 1852. Brigade Major. 
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Sir, Victoria, Hong Kong, December 24, 1851. 
We have the honour to make the following report of Government Schools for the 
past year. 

‘Ad additional school was established at the village of Hong Kong in July, which now 
contains more pupils than any of the other schools, excepting that at Victoria. Since 
June the total number of pupils under instruction has averaged 113; 28 of these being 
at Victoria, 14 at Stanley, 24 at Aberdeen, 20 at Wongneichung, and 27 at Hong Kong. 

At Aberdeen and Stanley the schools, owing to the commencement of the fishing 
season, are almost deserted. At the latter place on the last occasion on which the school 
was visited, supposing that the small number of scholars might arise from the remissness 
of the teacher, one of us visited all the private schools established there, and found only 
one (a missionary school) better attended, one or two being about to shut up till the 
close of the fishing season. 

We have used our discretion in conformity with the plan recommended in deducting 
from the salary of the teachers, where we deemed it necessary, a certain sum for each 
scholar less than 30 that the school has contained; by this means some money has been 
saved and partly expended in the purchase of books and maps; a good map of China 
having the places noted in the Chinese character has been furnished to each school, and a 
work on Astronomy has been introduced (we are afraid, however, with very little benefit), 
to be followed by one on geography and another elementary work on physics. 

We should expect much more benefit from these schools if they were placed under 
more effectual supervision than we are able to afford, and if suitable schoolhouses were 
erected by Government, the present schoolrooms hired by the teachers themselves being 
very confined and very dirty. 


We are, &c. 
The Hon. Major W. Caine, (Signed) C. B. Hituier, 
Colonial Secretary. E. P. R. Moncrierr, LL.D, 
Committee for Superintending Chinese 


Schools. 


Enclosure 11. 


Export of TREASURE by the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company’s 
Steamers, during the Years 1845 to 1851 both inclusive. 


1848. 1850. 1851. 
Value Value Value Value Value Value Value 
in Dollars. | in Dollars. | in Dollars. | in Dollars. in Dollars. in Dollars. in Dollars. 


5,652,827 8,823,753 5,793,446 7,381,238 


951,807 | 786,602 


44,173 


i 


Imports of Oprum by the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company's 
Steamers, during the Years 1845 to 1851 both inclusive. 


1845. 1846. 1847. 1848. 1850. 1851. 


No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. 
of of of of of of of of of 
Chests. | Chests. | Chests. | Chests. | Chests. | Chests. | Chests. | Half Chests. | Cases. 


i a a 


325 1,284 2,622 10,163 11,175 | 11,530 | 19,061 27 534 


Oe nnn ne ane 


Victoria, Hong evi ae (Signed) C. R. Micne.t. 
80th January 1852. Acting Harbour Master. 


HONG, KONG. 
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Enclosure 12. 
MEMORANDUM on the Junk TrApE of Hone Kone, during the Year 1851. 


Victoria, Hong Kong, 20th January 1852, 
Chinese Secretary’s Office. 

It was explained in a Memorandum of the 14th March 1850, upon this subject, that 
no information, at all reliable, could be obtained respecting the native Junk Trade in any 
anchorage except that of Victoria. 

Monthly returns drawn up in the manner described in the same document show that 
in 1851 Victoria Harbour was visited by 1,004 Marine Junks, carrying sundry cargoes ; 
an increase of nearly 20 per cent. upon the monthly average of 1850. 

The monthly returns of the salt monopoly state an import of 280,300 piculs of that 
article in 543 junks. The quantity is not above four fifths of the import of 1850, and 
the far greater number of salt junks cin only be accounted for by the fact that much 
of the salt has been imported by vessels carrying a mixed cargo. These have doubtless 
been included by the salt monopolist in his total of salt junks. 

In the stone trade there is a slight increase; the monthly returns of the stone 
monopoly showing an export of 565 cargoes from the Colonial quarries. 

The subjoined table will give some idea of the monthly progress of the native trade 
during the year under review. The larger portion of it by far is done by junks from 
small towns and villages along the coast of the Kwang Tung Province, east of the 
Canton River. These send areca nut, betel leaf, 


Marine Junks belonging to 34/3 3S Sn 
i o | mya s 
B =A #3 | 33 a3 ‘a 
1851 EI E : 6 | 28 | oak Ese 

d | 82 g | Bobs (ce | o |ze|ze | zee ee 
a a3 $0 | 2-4 5 g wm | S: eS 8: AI koe) 
2/33/85] 3-| 28 ag|2|4 Ha| es | BAS es 
a lwel os BH les¢ £ A Weed & a Sa | 5418 CEH 

e/25| 2/5 |bS| 2 (sel a) se) 8) 2] sleklis is 

=a =< me | iM Oo | is} 2) mn a [7] 

January - 3 19 - - 91 - = ms = > = - 113) 43 | 24,500} 62 
February - - - 10 = = 76 - - 5 = - e _ 91) 44 23,800 | 36 
March - - 10 = - 64 2 8 6 - = = - 90 | 44 23,800 | 30 
April - - - 3 = + 46 4 5 2 = = = = 60 | 41 ) 21,200] 40 
May SH = age, te ma eee lee Wee foagiafiem foe: te leccde wall sae | reman he 6 
June - - - - 5 - a 41 3 5 M3 - = 1 = 63 | 47 1,700 | 44 
July - - 4 1 - 42 2 8 8 1 2 3 1 72 | 49 500 | 40 
upust Sh Sy ge = te i= cao ie | spe aoe seed fp oak aeltae Peesontl an 
September - - 8 - - 74 8 11 - - - - - 101 | 46 24,000 | 40 
October - S 7 re - 50 8 4 - - = = - 70 | 41 19,900 | 80 
November - - 1 8 sas = 86 5 4 cs = = = - 104} 47 | 24,500] 40 
December 2 11 = - 66 % 3 - - - - - 89} 54 | 28,400] 40 
Total - 7 {93 | 1] 1/736 | 47 | os | 4 | 1 | 3 | 4 | 1 {1,004] 543 | 280,300 | 502 


charcoal, cotton, cloth, crockery, and ready-made clothes, new and second-hand, drugs, 
dried fruit, dried meat, eggs, firewood, grass-cloth, hams, hardware, iron, lard, linseed, 
livestock, nankeen, oil, potato flour, pease, coarse paper, rice, sugar, saltfish, salt, skins, 
sugar canes, shoes, silk, soy, tobacco leaf, vegetables, fresh and salted, wine and wheat. 

The junks from Canton and the coast west of it bring much the same cargoes. The 
latter more properly speaking, belong to the districts along the west bank of the river. 

The Tien-tsin junks brought rugs, cotton cloths, cotton, skins, deers horns, deers 
sinews, hams, dried fruits, pears, cabbages, pease, beans, wine, and drugs. 

Those of the Fuhkien coast and Amoy, alum, camphor, coal, salt, and sulphur, cotton, 
cotton cloth, grass cloth, nankeen, sheep skins, shoes, bricks, tea, sugar candy, pease, 
beans, and potato flour. 

A single junk from Formosa, coal and sulphur. 

Those from Hai-nan, bark, wood, rattans, sandalwood, skins, drugs, soy, salt beef and 
mutton, salt, barley, beans, rice, oil, cocoa nuts, areca nuts, live stock, dried fish, sharks 
fins, rock-suckers, and biche-de-mer. 

The Cochin Chinese esrried cloths, cotton yarns, rice, and drugs. 

The three Siamese junks, nutmegs, Brazil wood, peppers, skins, areca nuts, bark, drugs, 
glasses, rattans, sandalwood, dried fish, rice, and biche-de-mer. 

The four Singaporeans, the same, as also cotton yarns and opium. 

The single Penang vessel, drugs, nutmegs, pepper, and sandalwood. 

The Tien-tsin junks are said to take away opium in no small quantities, and much is 
of course carried in the Kwang Tung coast junks, some of which, belonging to the nearer 
ports, make as many as six voyages in the year to and from Hong Kong. 

There is nothing to account for the great decrease of the salt imported. The stone 
trade is considerably above what it has been for the last two years, and the marine junk 
trade, which is of the chief consequence, better than it has been for the last three years ; 
as will be seen by the following table :-— 


Junks and Cargoes. 1848. 1849, 1850. 1851. 

Marine, average per month - : 80 72 67 83 

- Salt Junks - - - - 524 334 456 543 
Imported, piculs salt - : - 297,050 335,350 845,050 280,800 
Stone junks = : - q77 482, 467 562 


(Signed) THOMAs WADE, 
Assistant Chinese Secretary. 
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WONAOL 


Ferdinand 
Liancourt 
Trident 


Neptune 
India 
Champion 
Bengal 
Bayard 
Junior 
Brighton 
Ocean 
Marcia - 
Midas 
Fortune 


George and Mary 


Metacom 
Hibernia 


Condor - 


Stephania 
Rhone * 
Hercules 
Harvest 
Hobomok 


Mount Wollaston 


Morca 


Francis - 


St. George 
General 
Friends 
Brougham 
Iinois 
Roman 
Washington 


William Hamilton 


ike 


Charles Carrol 


Adeline 
Cossack 


Malherbe 


Lopez 
Taber 


Allen 
Miller 
Bailey 
Phillips 
Graham 


Hammond 


Weaver 
Swift 
Wing 


Woodbridge 


Hathaway 


Green 
Bonney 
Baker 


Kempton 


Terry 
Dennis 
Fisher 
Almy 
Callot 
Barker 
Kelly 
Swain 
Hawes 
Baker 
Low 
Wills 


Where owned. 


Havre - 
Havre - 
New Bedford 


New London 
New London 
New Bedford 
New London 
Greenpoint 
New Bedford 
New Bedford 
Providence 
New Bedford 
New Bedford 
New Bedford _ 
New London 
New Bedford 
New Bedford 
New Bedford 
New Bedford 
Sydney - 
New Bedford 
New Bedford 
Falmouth 
New Bedford 
New Bedford 
New Bedford 
New Bedford 
New Bedford 
New London 
London - 
New Bedford 
New Bedford 
New Bedford 
New Bedford 
New London 
New Bedford 
New Bedford 
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Enclosure 13. 


List of WHALERS arrived in Hone Kona. 


Sperm Oil, Whale. 


Agents or Owners. 


out. 313 Gallons 


Jaques Levavaseur - — 
R. Winslow and Co, - 1,100 
T. A. Parker - - — 
Williams and Haven - — 
Williams and Haven - 836 
J.D.Thompson -~— - a 
Thomas Fitch, 2d - 600 
Ireland, Wells & Co. - 500 
D. R. Greene & Co. - 300 
J.D. Thompson - - 650 
E. Pearce - - - 1,000 
E. W. Howland - - 375 
J. B. Wood & Co. - 700 
G. Hathaway = - - 400 
Liman Allyn . - 900 
J. B. Wood & Co. - 400 
R. Gibbs - - - 846 
C. W. Morgan - - 850 
J. Bourne & Co. - 250 
R. Town - - 120 
Swift & Perry - - 250 
Swift & Allen - - 350 
Elijah Swift - - 200 
A. Barker - - 850 
B. B. Howard - - _— 
H. Taber & Co. - - — 
A. Barker - - 450 
William Gifford - - 600 
Benjamin Brown, Sons - ~ 
Boulcott & Sons - — 
Wood & Nye - - 700 
A. Barker - - 80 
Jonathan Bourne, jun. - 1,150 
J. Howland, jun. & Co, - 360 
Perkins and Smith - _ 
J. Howland, jun. & Co. - — 
Charles Hitch - - 300 
15,117 


Months | in Barrels of | in Barrels of 
313 Gallons 
old Measure. | old Measure. 


— |—_——$.-_$—$—$—<—_} | 


1851-1852. 


17,858 
10,000 


Pit tb te i 


| 


74,174 


Sailed. 


PER 1 


Feb. 12 


. 


x 
S 


flied 


Me om 


_ 
— 


— 
to 


Where bound.| Consignees in Hong Kong. 


Cruise 


Cruise 


z 
SPP itt 


PEELE ERELEDEC ts 


Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 


Rawle, Drinker, & Co 


Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 


Rawle, Drinker, & Co 


Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 


Rawle, Drinker, & Co 


Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co, 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co, 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
Rawle, Drinker, & Co. 
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Enclosure No. 14. 


Return of the Total Number of Fetony Cases coming under the cognizance of the 
Hong Kong Police, including those in which no Persons were apprehended. 


Total 
Year. | Number of Cases. Remarks, 
1850 674 a 
1851 488 Decrease in 1851, 186 cases. 
Police Department, (Signed) C. MAY, 
12th February 1852. } Superintendent of Police. 


Enclosure No 15. 


Return of Crminat Cases that have been tried in the Supreme Court of Hong Kong 
during the Year 1851. 


Post- 


Number of Persons. 


Death recorded. 


Number of Cases. 


Assault - - - 
Assault and false imprisonment 
Assault, with intent to rob 
Attempting ‘to set fire to a sidp 
Burglary - 
Burglary and Latesny - 
Child stealing - - 
Conspiracy to commit Piracy 
Cutting, with intent to do grievous 
bodily harm - - 
Demanding money with menaces 
Endeayouring to make a revolt 
Escape - - 
Extortion by a constable - 
False imprisonment - 
Forgery - - 
Keeping a bawdy house - 
Larceny - - - 
Manslaughter - - 
Murder - - 
Obtaining money under false pre- 
tences = = 
Perjury - - - 
Piracy - - - 
Piracy, with violence - 
Piracy, with wounding - 
Receiving stolen ‘goods - 
Robbery - 
Robbery i in the iachout - 
Robbery, with arms - 
Selling and purchasing a woman for 
purpose of prostitution - - 
Shooting at, with intent to maim - 
Sodomy 
Stabbing with intent to do grievous 
bodily harm - - 
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66} 116 Total - - 


(a) One prisoner sentenced to pay a fine of 50/. in lieu of imprisonment, 
(6) Postponed from 1850. 
(c) Imprisonment to commence at expiration of former sentence. 
(d) Three of the prisoners sentenced to pay a fine of 50 dollars each, and to be further imprisoned till that fine 
was paid. 
(e) Two of these cases were postponed from 1850. 
(f) Five of the prisoners were arraigned for murder, but found guilty of manslaughter. 
( 9 Fined 200 dollars, and to be further imprisoned till it was paid. 
(h) One of these cases postponed from 1850. 
(4) No jurisdiction. 
(Signed) | ROB. DUNDAS CAY, Registrar. 
W. H. ALEXANDER, Deputy Registrar. 


Enclosure 16. 


RetTuRN of the Number of CasEs TRIED by the Honourable Jonn WatTer Hutme, and ACTIONS COMMENCED in the Supreme and Vice-Admiralty Courts of Hone Kone, 
during the Year ending 31st December 1851. 


Cases TRIED before the Honourable J. W. Hutme in 1851. 


Judgment. Tora. 
Court. Number of Cases. Amount of Debt and Damages claimed. 
Plaintiff. Defendant. Nonsuit. Cases. | Debt and Damages. 

Supreme Court: & 

Common Law - - 3 5,144 54 (a) 2 1 None. 

Chancery - - - None. None. None. None. None. 

Summary  - - - 71 12,924 70 46 20 5 

Insolvency - - Hearings - 2 Debts in schedule - 11,798 08 Insolvent discharged - 1 Remanded - 1 None. 

Appeals - - None. None. None. None. None. 
Vicr-Apmmatty Court - 3 14,524 0 3 None. None. 79 244,391 32 


i _________ e 


ACTIONS COMMENCED in 1851. 


a 


Number Settled Judgment. Remaining Torat. 
Court. of Amount of Debt and Damages claimed. without in 
a Trial. Plaintiff. Defendant. Nonsuit. Dopencenoe, Cases, | Debt and Damages. 
Supreme Court: & 
CommonLaw - -j (8) 18 75,479 70 14 1 1 None. 2 
Chancery - -| None. None. Note. None. None. None 2 
Summary - - 101 17,5381 24 29 46 20 5 1 
Insolvency - - 2 Debts in Schedule - 11,798 08 None. Petitioner discharged - 1 None. None. 1 
Ecclesiastical = - -| (ce) 20 | Assets per Appraisement - 16,995 22 — ——— — = = 
Appeals - - None. None. None. None. None. None. None. 
Vicr-ApmiraLtty Court - 5 7,476 80 4 i None. None. 1 146 | $129,281 04 


d four settled. The Summary Jurisdiction case was settled. Of the three Vice Admiralty 


N.B.—Of the five Common Law Cases in dependence on the 1st January 1851, one was tried an 
and the Chancery Cases are also still undecided. 


Cases, two were tried and one is still in dependence, 


(a) In one of these cases the plaintiff has given notice of appeal. 5 
(8) In three of these cases the defendant was arrested on a capias issuing from the Common Law side, 


710 Dollars. 


and they were subsequently brought into the Summary Jurisdiction, The debt and damages in the said cases amount to 
(c) In five of these estates there was a will, consequently the property was not appraised, 


(Signed) |W. H, ALEXANDER, Deputy Registrar. (Signed) ROB. DUNDAS CAY, Registrar. 


‘SNOW ONO 


‘SNOISSASSOd IVINOTOO SALSALVW UAH JO ALVLS 


GLZ 


LE9 


632 


276 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


HONG KONG. 


Enclosure 17. - s = < ws 


Assrracr of Causes under Cognizance at the Chief Magistrate’s Office 


Court or Perry Szssrons. 


Number Civil Causes AA Number 
ot’ Causes how disposed of, Criminal Causes how disposed of. of Gaacck 
Of which } 


Decree for Defendant. 


Trial at the Supreme 


Court. 
Court. 


Undecided. 
Convicted, and punished. 


Referred to Supreme 
Total Number of Defen- 


Decree for Plaintiff. 


588| 350 | 238 | 199] 55 | 87 5 | 4/871) 5)185|) -|77| 3] 3] - — 1,338] 91 | 1,247 


Civil Causes :—Cénsisted of claims for debt or damages not exceeding $50., for police rates, and by seamen for wages, &c. 


Among the Criminal Causes summarily decided were for — 


Larceny, receiving stolen goods, &c. - A 7 # oo 168 
Demanding property with menaces - = x Ly = id 3 
OR he to coin - - = = = . is 4 
cious damage to pro; - - - - - - 1 
Assaults perty - - - - - 251 
Vagrancy - - - - - - 89 
Combination among workmen - . - - ae, | 
Breach of prison - - 5 4 fs e 1 
Enclosure 18. - - 4 = = 
Return of Vessets, TonnaGE, and Fiae anchored at 
1842. 1843. 1844. 1845. 
Frag. 
No Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons, 
British 2 me ee enh BSGS.| SBA aT 439 | 163,206 463 | 168,187 513 | 173,540 
American = “ 22 6,759 34 11,073 47 13,681 103 35,789 
Spanish - - Se 11 2,718 10 2,454 12 3,007 19 4,946 
Dutch - - - 6 782 5 1,364 3 664 8 2,325 
Danish e = = 2 700 | - = ioe s 5 1,308 4 1,245 
French - - - -|- -|- - 4 1,357 2 638 1 321 
Hamburgh ~~ - . = 1 266 1 86 |- -|- - 4 1,118 
Prussian - - - - 1 S796 fv= Pa lee -|- -|- -|- -|- - 
Mexican - - - 1 125 |- -|« =.) = -|- -|- -|- - 
Portuguese - - - 1 250 | - pe ie - -|- =|) = Be i cs 
Swedish =~ at ase -|- -|- - 4 1,032 5 1,612 vf 2,384 
Bremen - = -|- eles Fil | =e = 1 160 2 480 
Belgian - - -|-  -|- -|- -]- -|-  -|- - 1 300 
Peruvian - - -|- on Ei la = eS Bh fis = 1 100 
Bally = - - - -|- -l- -|-  -]- a eds - 4 900 
Russian . = = |e rie a ie Pa | oii -|- -|- ad ie Ss 
Hawaian - - Ph ae or a Mis mw phe -/- -|- -|- -]- “ 
Chilian - - - col fr AS) le % = ["e Ooo lee eas a ee |e malls = 
Siamese - - =| es ie aie =|. -|- -|- -|- -|- - 
Linnea - - mR Ge alive a =| | ae Pie ie Eh hee = 
orwe; - - =f aes com el | = ol as at tire 2 
Heaven - - «|» Pa (es Be pag li =| = -|- -/- -|- = 
Burmese - - = = ibs ee real fee = |= eo le flee 2p ae |e = 
Chinese “ - Pa ie =P ook |b a i: Pel fie Silea ri 4 
Steamers from India - a 2s ee et = [ite = fu. -|- - 5 3,550 
Do. - do. Canton River - -|- -]- -|- -|- -|- - -|- - 
Totals - -{ 381 | 136,336 497 | 180,572 5388 | 189,257 672 | 226,998 


Victoria, Hong Kong, | 
30th January 1852. } 
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. 5 = = a Enclosure 17. 


and the Court of Petty Sessions of Hong Kong, during the Year 1851. 


MAGIstRate’s OrFicer, 


Criminal Causes how disposed of. 


Decree for Defendant, 
ommitted or bailed for 


Trial at the Supreme 
Chinese Authorities ac- 


Court and Court, of 
pending Delivery to the 
cording to Treaty. 


Petty Sessions. 


Committed to Prison 


g& |C 
es 
is 
3 
5 
co] 


Decree for Plaintiff. 


Total Defendants. 
Convicted, and punished. 


Released on Security. 
Deported. 
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(Signed) C. B. HILLIER, 


Chief Magistrate, 
Keeping public gambling houses - - - - - 6 
False ces and weights - - - = - 5 
Breaches of regulations for sale of intoxicating liquors - - - +414 
Unlicensed retailing of opium - - “ 4 dR 
Perjury : = = - - - ad 31 
Desertion and refusal of duty by seamen in British vessel - - 75 
Desertion and refusal of duty by seamen in Foreign vessels - - - 9 


r - . - - Enclosure 18. 
the Port of Hong Kong, from 1842 to 1851 inclusive. 


1846. 1847. 1848. 1851. 
No. Tons. No Tons. No Tons. No. Tons. 
523 | 177,114 499 | 164,920 457 | 146,681 610 | 189,790 501 | 163,307 548 | 187,492 
73 | 25,022 92 30,697 118 45,910 108 43,558 130 | 57,175 163 85,610 
23 | 7,582 22 5,569 23 4,810 33 8,945 33 6,524 23 6,512 
9] 2,538 7 2,038 9 3,305 13 4,181 21 8,672 19 6,893 
1 305 3 1,070 2 309 3 1,365 16 3,459 10 2,969 
1 300 4 1,150 6 1,630 2 423 11 3,927 11 3,366 
4] 1,214 3 776 5 1,077 4 1,332 14 5,706 27 8,144 
Sheth " 3 1,105 | - -|- - 2 1,200 nat — — _ 
Pe be: =|, -|- -|- -|- -|]- a | = 1 130 _ _ 
ae} é 2 226 8 900 2 503 7 737 3 298 
5] 1,563 1 400 1 g48: | - =| = - 9 3,240 12 3,348 
2 304 1 300 4 1,330 4 1,210 3 1,708 15 5,879 
ee al ie ae oe . 2 750 = ae 5 a as an 
a = 1 400 2 317 5 1,155 3 1,899 9 3,045 
8| 1,554 7 1,036 2 400 2 $42), Jia: ‘so ]e . 2 300 
1 680 | - -|- -|- -|- -|- -|- - 2 890 4 1,698 
= hi = 4 720 3 363 2 Boh e\es acd s 3 468 
3) debe 2 194 2 280 1 300). js raudbe 1 562 
= an i : 1 400 | - -|- - 2 670 4 1,330 2 349 
eee 2 Ipes -|- - 2 842 Bs i ale pai = — 
ee ih ra fact Sai -j- Ps ey has ee ee - 6 1,742 5 783 
Sd ye -|- -|- -|- -|- Ey fe . 1 377 = _ 
Eat Py os ails See vite lies ype = 4 530 a _ 
“5 |b 0 -|- -|- -|- stte rive i etal « 2 1 128 
12] 8,700 12 11,510 12 11,985 12 13,728 12} 12,428 17 17,768 
13] 2,379 30 6,954 42 7,686 97 24,508 105 | 25,228 *207 41,472 
675 | 229,255 694 | 229,465 700 | 228,818 902 | 293,465 883 | 299,009 | 1,082 | 377,084 


* These are, properly speaking, 207 arrivals during the year by 5 steamers plying between Hong Kong and Canton. 
(Signed) EE, R. MICHELL, 


Acting Harbour Master. 


HONG KONG 
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LABUAN. 


No. 35. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor J. Scort to Earl Grey. 


Government Office, Labuan, 
April 7, 1852. 
My Lorp, (Received August 16, 1852.) 

I wave the honour to transmit the Blue Book of this settlement for the 
past year. Few occurrences or changes of a character to require special 
mention have taken place during the year, and it is therefore unnecessary for me 
to trouble your Lordship with a lengthened report. 

2. A reduction of 1,300/.in the expenditure compared with the previous 
year has taken place. 

3. The local revenue shows an apparent decrease of 224/. This is caused by 
the revenue of 1850 haying been increased beyond its true annual value by the 
receipt during that year of three years rental of the Tanjong Kubong Coal 
Mines, whilst that shown in the tabular statement under 1851 is less than the 
annual value by upwards of 200/. due for arrears of land revenue. ‘The rental 
of the farms continues gradually to increase at each fresh time of sale, and the 
revenue derivable from the royalty on coals has augmented. 

4. Acts of piracy on the northern coasts of Borneo have been somewhat more 
frequent than in 1850. This no doubt arises from the impression made by the 
active measures of Admiral Sir Thomas Cochrane having by lapse of time worn 
away, and the inherent propensity a Malay has to return to this lawless traffic 
when unrestrained by personal fear of immediate punishment. Betwixt this 
and Malludu Bay the pirates have not proceeded beyond the kidnapping of 
natives to be sold as slaves, and the plundering of small defenceless prahus. 
The N.E. coast is still a focus of piracy, and remains unsafe for trading boats. 
In the month of October the steamer ‘ Pluto” proceeded thither with a view 
of opening friendly relations with the settlement, and the inhabitants of various 
rivers known to be rich in articles of trade, but from the limited time at her 
disposal, and the want of good pilots, little was effected. 

5. In the month of September a small vessel belonging to Singapore was 
taken by Illanun pirates, at the entrance of Malludu Bay, and the captain and 
supercargo, both Englishmen, with three of the crew, murdered. The 
remainder of the crew were compelled to navigate the vessel under the direc- 
tion of the pirates. Having entered Bengaya in Labuk Bay, on the N.E. 
coast of Borneo, Serriff Yassim, the chief of the river, having ascertained that 
the vessel was English, retook her from the pirates, and despatched a messenger 
to report the occurrence to this government. I mention this meritorious action 
of Serriff Yassim as it seems to offer a proof that a more extended intercourse 
and cultivation of friendly and commercial relations with the N.E, coast 
would effect much in the suppression of that piracy which now ravages those 
shores, and totally prevents all peaceable traffic. ‘The subsequent destruction 
of the well-known piratical haunt of Tungku by Captain Massie, of Her 
Majesty’s Ship “ Cleopatra,” who proceeded thither in search of some of the 
pirates engaged in the taking of the British vessel, and known to be inhabitants 
of that place, will, it is sincerely to be hoped, have a salutary effect. 

6. The total quantity of coals exported by the Eastern Archipelago Com- 
pany during the past year is 5,032 tons, of which 938 tons were supplied to 
Her Majesty’s navy. ‘This quantity is far from being adequate to the demand 
there is for coal. The company have now been in possession of the mines 
nearly three years, and yet the necessary preparatory works for excavating a 
larger quantity are still incomplete. Nearly the whole of the above quantity 
has been obtained by quarrying the outcrops, a system which is unscientific, 
and, as a consequence, both dilatory and expensive. The mines at Tanjong 
Kobong are capable of supplying for an indefinite period all demands that may 
be made for coals in these seas, demands which, under the present prospect of 
an extended steam communication, may be expected continually to increase. 
It is much to be desired, therefore, that the company should make some 
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attempt to make a more rapid progress than they have hitherto done; their 
present abandonment of general commerce necessarily impedes any solid 
advance of a settlement like this, dependent on the development of its neigh- 
bouring sources of trade, and their tardy operations, as regards the coal, 
deprives this treasury of a valuable source of local revenue. ‘The royalty on 
coals alone would go far to cover the civil expenses of this government. 

7. Another year’s experience has confirmed the opinion formerly expressed, 
that Labuan would prove as healthy as other tropical climates. ‘The medical 
report of this year shows that, although with an increased population, the 
number of deaths is less than in previous years. The mortality of 1850 was 
upwards of 4 per cent.; that of the past year was somewhat less than 2 per 
cent. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. SCOTT, 
Lieutenant Governor. 


FALKLAND ISLANDS. 


(No. 9.) No. 36. 
Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Rennie to Earl Grey. 


Government House, Stanley, Falkland Islands, 
February 25, 1852. 
My Lorp, (Received, April 30, 1852.) 
I nave the honour to transmit the Blue Book of this colony for the year 
1851. My recent report of the general state of this settlement will make it 
unnecessary that I should occupy your Lordship’s time with more than a brief 
reference to some details confirmatory of the opinions I have previously 
expressed. 

2. A large extent of enclosures, constructed since last year for the grazing 
and domestication of cattle and sheep, involving considerable outlay of capital, 
are satisfactory proofs of progression in these important branches of the 
resources of the islands. A still greater proportionate reclamation of land for 
horticulture is also indicative of the confidence of the settlers in the climate and 
soil; and independently of the profits derived by the sale of vegetables, the 
improved diet which this produce affords to the inhabitants is of incalculable 
benefit to their health and comfort. In 1850 there were 10 acres in garden 
cultivation, in 1851 there were 18 acres. 

3. The tonnage of shipping which entered this harbour from foreign parts in 
1850 was 13,672 tons, in 1851 it was 17,538 tons, exclusive of colonial vessels. 
In the past year a much larger proportion of vessels arrived in a damaged 
state, and in every case they were repaired and refitted at a much less cost than 
would have been charged at Monte Video or any of the South American ports. 

4. The fisheries are engaging the attention of the colonists, and will, I hope, 
when proper accommodations have been constructed for curing and salting, form 
a profitable source of export to the Catholic cities of South America. The 
prospects of the exportation of guano and fine sand for the manufacture of glass 
are also encouraging. 

5. No duties whatever are levied on the imports or exports, and there are 
no means of estimating them accurately. An approximation, as stated below, 
may, however, be considered not far from the amount, namely, total imports 
17,000/. and total exports 8,000/. 

6. Provisions are reasonable in price and abundant. Labour is in good 
demand ; unskilled from 3s. to 4s. a day, and artizans from 5s. to 10s. per diem. 


I have, &c. 


Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) GEORGE RENNIE. 
&e. &e. 


LABUAN 
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HELIGOLAND. 


No. 37. 
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HELIGOLAND. 


(No. 8.) No. 37. 


Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Jonn HinpMarsu 
to the Right Hon. Sir Joun S. Paxineron, Bart. 


Heligoland, July 20, 1852. 
Sir, (Received August 2, 1852.) 
I nave the honour to transmit the Blue Book for the year 1851, together 
with my Report for the years 1849, 1850, and 1851. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) J HINDMARSH. 
Right Hon. Sir J. S. Pakington, Bart. 
&c. &c. &e. 


Report accompanying Blue Book for 1851. 


1. The small and unimportant interests of Heligoland are not subject to 
much change in the interval between two reports. 

2. Of late years the business of providing for visitors who come here 
for the purpose of bathing has become of more importance than the occupations 
of fishing and piloting, which, till within the last twenty years, formed the only 
means of living of the Heligolanders. The bathing season is however so short, 
that it leaves but a small profit after the charges required for the larger establish- 
ments necessary for accommodating visitors. 

8. The fishing has been rather prosperous; the number of boats has 
increased. 

4. The parapet which protects the stairs connecting the Upper Town with 
the beach, and for the re-construction of which Her Majesty’s Government 
granted 500/., has been completed, the island having to provide 553/. in 
addition. The work has been constructed in the best manner, under the pro- 
fessional superintendence of the eminent engineer who has been employed in 
the re-construction of Hamburg, Mr. W. Lindley. 

5. The family relationship existing among the inhabitants, a consequence of 
its small population, renders the establishment of an efficient police for the 
enforcement of penal sentences very difficult; while the more easy circum- 
stances of all the labouring part of the population better enable them to indulge 
in drinking, to which they are unfortunately addicted, and renders order 
much more difficult to be kept up than when the islanders were but simple 
fishermen. 

6. Exertions have been made to prevent the encroachment of the sea on 
Sandy Island; rows of stakes and bushes have been planted in order to prevent 
the sand from being blown away. Sandy Island was separated from Heligoland 
122 years ago, and has since been continually decreasing, and its total disappear- 
ance may be surely predicted within a few years; in fact, a conjunction of 
unfavourable circumstances in regard to wind and tide might sweep it away 
in a few hours. The loss of Sandy Island would reduce Heligoland to its 
former state of a small fishing place. 

7. On the whole the state of the island is satisfactory. Its inhabitants 
increase in number and wealth ; the island revenue and expenditure evidence 
prosperity ; the interest of the public debt has been regularly paid, and its 
principal considerably diminished. 

(Signed) J. HINDMARSH, 
Lieutenant Governor. 
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FURTHER REPORTS 


Made for the Year 1851 to the Secretary of State having the Department of the Colomes ; 
in continuation of the Reports annually made by the Governors of the British 
Colonies, with a view to exhibit generally 


THE PAST AND PRESENT STATE 


OF 


HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS, 


TRANSMITTED WITH THE BLUE BOOKS 
For the Year 1851. 


PART II. 
(In continuation of the Reports presented to Parliament by Her Majesty’s Command, 1852.) 


CANADA.—_NEW BRUNSWICK.—NEW SOUTH WALES.—VICTORIA.— 
VAN DIEMEN’S LAND. 


Presented to both Mouses of Parliament by Command of Her Majesty. 
February 15, 1853. 


LONDON: 


PRINTED BY GEORGE EDWARD EYRE AND WILLIAM SPOTTISWOODE, 
PRINTERS TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE, 


1853. 
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SCHEDULE. 


Place. Name and Date. SUBJECT. 


ee ee ee eee ee LEEEEETEEEEEE EEE UNE 


CANADA - - | 1. Earl of Elgin, | Forwarding Blue Book for 1851 - - 
Dec. 22, 1852. | Progress and Prosperity of the Colony - - 

Value of IMPORTS from Great Britain in 

1851; and rate per head on the total Popula- 


tion - - - - Pi 
IMPORTS AND EXPORTS, Value of, 1842- 


1851 - - - “ = 
REVENUE derived from Canal Tolls, 1850- 
1851 - - - = 2 
Number and Tonnage of Vessels entered in- 
wards and outwards - - # 


Ocean Route of the St. Lawrence ; its advan- 
tages and safety ; 100 to 200 miles shorter 


than the route to New York = . 
Timber Trade - - = FE 
Number and Tonnage of Vessels built at 

Quebec - - - - * 
Quebec, its facilities for Shipbuilding - 
Railway Enterprizes, pecuniary responsibilities 

of the Province in connexion with = - - 


Increased facilities of communication afforded 
by Railways much called for by the growth of 
Population and the increase of the colony = - 

Comparative Increase of British and Canadian 
Population - - - - 

Local Assessments, levy and collection of - 

Value of Assessable Property of the Colony as 
compared with that of the United States - 

Its increase indicative of the growth of wealth - 

Public grants for schools - = » 

Appropriation of Clergy Reserve Funds, 1851 - 

State of the Church of Canada ~ - . 

Climate, its Severity generally exaggerated - 


Post Office, state of - 4 

Indians of Canada, their condition - 

Provincial Debt, Expenditure, and Income, 
| remarks on 


' REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF 
| PUBLIC WORKS; Canals, Railways, 
| Docks, Roads, Bridges, Public Buildings, &c. 
| POPULATION RETURNS . 


NEW BRUNSWICK | 2. Lieut.-Gover- | Enclosing Blue Book for 1851 = B: 
nor SirE. Head, | POPULATION, increase of, as shown by the 


Bart., Oct. 4, Census - 


1852. Increase of Agricultural Produce in certain 
Counties - - - E = 
Potatoes the standard Crop = ‘ 4 


Severity of the Potato Blight = - = * 
Small Quantity of Indian Corn produced - 
Generally prosperous State of Agriculture and 
Commerce - - - - 
Sale of TIMBER Berths - . z 
Damage formerly caused to the Harbour of 
St. John by the Quantity of Sawdust thrown 
in it, now avoided by its being burnt in fur- 
naces constructed with a view to its Con- 
sumption - - - - - 
State of the Fisheries - - - - 
Extract from CENSUS RETURNS, showing 
the Value and Quantities of Fish caught in 
the several Counties in 1351 - - | 
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SCHEDULE. lil 
Place. Name and Date. SUBJECT. ‘Page 
NEW SOUTH 3. Governor Sir | Transmitting Blue Book for 1851 - -| 68 
WALES. C. A. FitzRoy, | TAXES, DUTIES, &c. - - -| 68 
June 2, 1852. | Increased Revenue derived from Duties on Spirits | 68 
Decrease in the Tobacco duties - - -| 68 
Increase of ad valorem Duties, and Wharfage 
and Harbour Duties - - -| 68 
Post Office, Assessment on Stock, Licences to 
occupy Crown Lands, and Office ii Re- 
| venue produced from == -| 69 
GOLD LICENCES, amount eriwed from -| 69 
| REVENUE and EXPENDITURE - -| 69 
Increase of Revenue sen dass with she pre- 
vious year - -| 69 
CROWN REVENUE, Sratebicnt of - -| 70 
CONVICT EAPENDITORS (from Mery 
Chest) - 70 
Local Revenues of Sydney oy -| 70 
; Military expenditure - - -| 71 
LEGISLATION - - - -| 71 
| Pension List - - a (neat St! 
| POPULATION, increase of - - -| 71 
| Ecclesiastical Returns, showing the sums iy 
to the various Religious bodies - 72 
H EDUCATION; number of Schools, and Geen 
paid out of ohe Colonial Treasur Ys and by 
| voluntary contribution - Ae 
Exchanges, Monies, &c. ; amount of coin and 
paper in circulation - 72 
IMPORTS and EXPORTS; in pattie ular ihe 
Exports of Wool, Tallow, and Gold - -| 73 
Shipping Returns for 1850 and 1851 - -| 73 
Manufactures, Mines, and Fisheries - -~| 7 
Grants and Sales of Land - ” -| 74 
Gaols and Prisons ; number of Convictions and 
of Executions - - - -| 74 
VICTORIA - 4. Lieut.-Gover- | Transmitting Blue Book for 1851 - - on TS 
nor Latrobe, | REVENUE, increase of - -| 75 
June 12, 1852, | POST OF FICE revenue and expenditure =| 75 
LOCAL REVENUES of Melbourne and sie 
long - - 75 
LEGISLATION - - - -| 75 
Members of Executive and Legislative Councils | 75 
CIVIL ESTABLISHMENTS - - -| 75 
PENSIONS payable in the Colony - aiuto 
FOREIGN CONSULS - - a eri) 
POPULATION and EDUCATION - { Le 
Exchanges, Monies, &c. ; amount of Coin and 
Paper Money in circulation - - -| 76 
IMPORTS and EXPORTS is 
AGRICULTURE, MANUFACTURES, 
MINES, &c. - 76 
GRANTS OF LAND - 76 
GAOLS and PRISONERS; Gomdctians and 
Executions; Civil Cases - 76 
Anticipated INCREASE of REVENUE -| 76 
VAN DIEMEN’S 5. Sir W. Deni- Transmitting Blue Book for 1851 - =| 7 
LAND. son, Oct. 17, | REVENUE, increase of  - "7 
1852. EXPENDITURE, increase of, iecatiousd by 
sums expended apes Public Worse, inieaal 
tion, &e.  - 77 
LOCAL REVENUES, beneficial effset pro- 
duced by expenditure of _ - 78 
COMMISSARIAT EXPENDITURE, in- 
crease in, caused by rise in the Price of Pro- 
visions - -| 78 
PUBLIC WORKS, CONVICT ; outlay occa- 
sioned by the principal Female haat 
ment at Hobart Town 78 
PUBLIC WORKS, COLONIAL ; ; meng of 
the Wharfs, Barracks, Roads, &c. at Hobart 
Town and Launceston; construction of a 
new Market, &c. - - - -| 78 
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Place. Name and Date. 


VAN DIEMEN’S 5. Sir W. Deni- 
LAND—continued. son, Oct. 17, 
1852. 


SUBJECT. 


Page. 


LEGISLATION - - 

EDUCATION ; increased number of Schools 
and Scholars. Contempianes Legislative 
measure - - 

IMPORTS and EXPORTS, causes of varia- 
tion of, as compared with the preceding year 

AGRICULTURE ; falling off in the amount 
of land under cultivation - 

MINES, MANUFACTURES, and ” FISH- 
ERIES ; injurious effects upon, produced by 
deficiency of labour. Snaphansing pearly at 
an end 

COAL MINES newly opened is in the vicinity of 
Hobart Town - 
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REPORTS 


EXHIBITING 


THE PAST AND PRESENT STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S 
COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 


CANADA. CANADA. 


No. 1. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Exem anp Kincarpre to the 
Right Honourable Sir Joun Paxineron Bart. 


(No. 116.) Government House, Quebec, 
: December 22, 1852. 
Sir, (Received January 10, 1853.) 


I nap the honour, with my Despatch No. 82, of the 9th September, 
to transmit two copies of “Tables of the Trade and Navigation of’ the Pro- 
** vince of Canada for 1851,” and I now enclose the Blue Book, together with 
a printed copy of the “ Accounts of the Province,” and of a Report by the — Enel. 1, p.14 
Commissioner of Public Works for the same year. ‘These documents furnish ~~ 
much gratifying evidence of the progress and prosperity of the colony, and 
Justify the anticipations ou this head expressed in my Despatch No. 94, of the 
Ist * August 1851, which accompanied the Blue Book of 1850. Lest any mis- 
understanding should be occasioned by the want of correspondence between 
the sums stated in this despatch and the same sums as they appear in the 
printed returns, it may be well, perhaps, that I should mention that in the 
former they are given in sterling at the real exchange of 1/. 4s. 4d. to the pound 
sterling, in the latter for the most part in currency. 

2. The imports or principal articles of British and Foreign merchandise 
entered for consumption in Canada during the year ending the 5th January 
1852 amounted in value to 4,404,409/. Os. 3d., on which 606,114. 5s. of duty 
was collected ; and the goods in warehouse under bond on that day were valued 
at 233,545/. 15s., subject to 76,6601. 2s. 3d. of duty. 

The corresponding figures for the year preceding were as follows :— 


eee 
Imports - - 3,489,466 3 4 
Duty collected “ . 506,050 8 6 
Goods warehoused - 150,709 18 7 


Duties payable thereon - 49,871 13 6 


Of the imports entered for consumption there were imported from Great 
Britain— ; 


£ ae 
In 1851, to the value of - 2%475,643 14 7 
In 1850 - > 91,979,161 16.2 
From the United States— 
In 1851 ‘ Z - 1,718,992 17 2 
In 1850 - - - 1,855,108 6 4 


On analyzing the returns fo. 1851, it would appear that the imports classed 
under the heads of ‘ Goods paying specific and ad valorem duties,” and 


* For Lord Elgin’s Despatch, No. 94, of the Ist August 1851, vide Annual Blue Book presented 
to Parliament by Her Majesty’s command, 1851, page 1. 
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CANADA. “ Free Goods,” are those which show the most considerable balance in favour 
= of the United States as against Great Britain ; viz.— 
1st. “Goods paying specific and ad valorem duties” imported into Canada 
during 1851— 


£& a. 2a; 
From Great Britain to the value of - 70,957 18 6 
From United States = - 407,360 12 10 
Qdly. “ Free Goods” imported into Canada during 1851— 
£ 85> ols 
From Great Britain - - 60,254 3 10 
From United States - ~ - 284,889 16 1 


The former class of goods comprises, among other articles, many of foreign 
origin, such as tea, sugar, coffee, which are introduced through the United 
States, but are not the produce of the country ; for it may be proper to mention, 
that goods are classed as imports from the country where they are purchased, 
and, consequently, when introduced from the United States are entered as 
imports from that country, unless they pass through it in bond. The latter 
includes books, coin, and bullion, and a considerable quantity of wheat. It is 
a fact of some interest, as bearing on the subject of reciprocal freedom of 
trade between Canada and the United States, that so large a quantity of wheat 
should have been imported from that country into Canada during the 
year 1851. 

3. Before I dismiss the subject of imports, it may be well that I should 
invite your attention to the evidence which these returns furnish of the extent 
to which, in certain departments, the manufactures of the United States have 
obtained a footing in the Canadian markets. They derive, no doubt, some 
advantage from contiguity ; but I am disposed to believe, from all that I can 
learn on the subject, that their British rivals would keep their ground against 
them more effectually if they evinced equal zeal in acquiring a knowledge of 
the wants and tastes of their customers. 

During the year 1851 there were imported into Canada of cotton manu- 
factures to the value of— 


£ So de 

From Great Britain - - 609,281 4 7 

From United States - - 192,887 14 1 
Leather. 

From Great Britain - - 11,140 12 4 
From the United States - = 82,817 “O° $ 
Linen. 

From Great Britain - - 84,194 10 7 
From the United States - 9,204 4 5 
Silk. 

From Great Britain - - 129,009 9 7 
From the United States - - 29,262 14 7 
Wool. 

From Great Britain - - 486,030 9 8 
From the United States - - 111,898 12 4 
Machinery. 

From Great Britain - - 1,410 2 9 
From the United States - $88,108 17 6 
Tron and Hardware. 

From Great Britain - - 260,467 14 5 
From the United States - - 118,969 14 9 


Nevertheless the imports from Great Britain into Canada for the year 1851 
were valued, as I have already stated, at 2,475,643/. 14s. '7d., being at the rate 
of about 1/. 6s. per head on the total population. 

4. The exports of articles of Canadian produce and manufacture during the 
year ending the 5th January 1852 are valued in this return at 2,663,983/. 14s. 2d., 
as against 2,457,886/. ls. 1d. exported during the year which ended on the 
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Sth January 1851. These amounts fall very far short of the computed value ~ 


of the imports during the corresponding term. ‘This is, however, a constantly 
recurring characteristic of the annual trade returns made up in the province, 
as appears from the following table, which comprises a period of ten years. 


Years. Imports. Exports. 
#£ en Sa £ s. : 

1842 -| 2,127,643 5 8 | 1,291,213 9 10 
1843 - | -1,990,115 3 11] | 1,317,958 14 $3] | The value of exports for these years 
1844 - | 3,559,767 16 10 | 1,680,350 6 O are confined to Montreal and Que- 
1845 - | 3,444,925 6 8 | 2,084,980 6 9 bec, no returns from the inland 
1846 -| 3,711,633 15 6 1,965,004 9 9 ports having been furnished. 
1847 - 2,966,870 15 O | 2,203,054 3 8 
1848 - 9,629,584 17 11 | 2,302,880 17 6 
1849 - 2,468,130 6 9 | 2,193,078 0 3 |} 
1850 - 3,489,466 3 5 2,457,886 1 2 | 

-| 4,404,409 0 2 2,663,983 14 4 


| 


Considerable sums are no doubt annually drawn on Great Britain, and ex- 
pended in this province, both on account of the commissariat and of individuals 
who have incomes in England. It is probable also that a portion of the 
produce of the loans obtained in England for public works in the province 
may contribute to swell the amount of the annual imports. It may, moreover, 
very reasonably be conjectured that the lowest valuation is placed by exporters 
upon articles which are destined, as is the case with an annually increasing 
proportion of the exports of Canada, for markets where they are subject to 
ad valorem duties. 

5. The articles which figure most largely on the list of Canadian exports are :— 

Ist. Products of the forest. 

2d. Agricultural products, the latter being subdivided in these returns into, 
a. Animals and their products. 
b. Vegetable food. 
c. Other agricultural products. 

‘The following statement gives the value as reported of the exports of these 
articles in the years 1850 and 1851 respectively : 


Products of the forest. 
In 1850. In 1851. 
£ ee’ £ 


CN 
1,118,411 15 3 1,245,927 18 5 


Agricultural products. 


In 1850. In 1851. 

£ $7 ds £ ip Sith. 
aet29551'S ob al 182,366 16 5 
b. 859,754 4 8 773,916 2 2 
ce. 11046 -7° @ Vous Leet, 
£1,000,318 13 0O 20 964,097 OZ 


These figures would seem to indicate that at this period the exports of the 
products of the forest and of agricnitnral products are nearly balanced iu 
respect of value, the advantage being still, however, with the former class of 
products. With reference to this subject, it may verhaps be well that 1 should 
mention that since the reduction of the duties which operated as a protection 
to Canadian timber in the British market the exports of red pine have 
considerably declined, while those of white pine have increased. ‘This cireum- 
stance has led the Government to resolve this year to reduce the tax levied on 
red pine timber cut on the public lands so as to equalize it to that levied 
on white pine. Over and above these more considerable exports, it would 
appear from the official returns that there were exported from Canada during 
the year 1851— 


oe Ba 
Products of the seas to the value of ~ Slee Sp 
Products of the mine ii =) 17,8267 5. 


Manufactures He #7 11,587 10.938 


CANADA. 
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6. Further evidence of the growth of the trade and resources of the colony is 
furnished in the progressive increase in the revenue derived from tolls on the 
provincial canals, as indicated by the following return : 


Canal tolls. 


Years. Gross receipts. Net revenue, 

o- & & I 
1848 - - 38,214 1 8 80,259 1 9 
1849 - 46,192 8 8 39,479 13 8 
eC eee 54,059 12 8 45,296 7 8 
1851 - 62,640 3 8 52,545° 5 6 


A still more striking result is obtained if the total movement of property in 
goods, wares, and merchandise on the principal canals, namely, the Welland, 
St. Lawrence, and Chambly, in each of these years respectively, be compared. 


Years. Welland. | St. Lawrence. Chambly. 
i} 
Tons. \ Tons. Tons. 
1848 = 307,6114 | 164,267 | 18,835 
1849 é 351,5961 213,153 77,216 
1850 399,600 288,103 | 109,040 
1851 F 691,627} 4.50,4004 | 110,7264 


order, however, to render my observations on this head intelligible, it is 
necessary that I should premise, that before 1849, independently of the sums 
expended on works of great magnitude and provincial interest, such as the 
above-mentioned canals, the legislature of the province had been in the habit 
of aunually appropriating amounts more or less considerable in aid of minor 
local works, such as roads and bridges. ‘These works were rarely remunerative 
while in the hands of the Government, and the system was on other accounts 
objectionable. It was therefore wisely determined in that year to discontinue 
it, and an Act (12 Vict. c.5.) was passed, authorizing the Government to take 
steps for the transfer, on such terms and conditions as might be agreed on, 
to municipalities, local corporations, or companies, of such works of this class 
as were then in the hands of the provincial authorities. 

8. The total cost up to the 1st January 1852 of the public works of Canada 
under charge of the department of public works, classed as productive, 
and not affected by the resolution to which I have referred, amounted to 
2,834,234/. 1s. 1d., and the net revenue derived therefrom in the year 1851 
was 48,2781. Os. 10d., being under two per cent. on the outlay. The revenue 
from this source, however, as I have already observed, is progressively increasing ; 
and it is moreover obvious that the direct income accruing from such works is 
by no means an adequate representation of their value to the province. 

9. As illustrative of this point, I may observe that the St. Lawrence and 
Welland canals complete a continuous inland navigation to Chicago on Lake 
Michigan, a distance of 1,587 miles from tide water at Quebee. The length 
of canal in this navigation is 685 miles, with 550} feet in lockages. ‘These 
canals are not all of the same dimensions, but properly constructed vessels 
conveying 4,U00 barrels of flour, or from 350 to 400 tons of freight, can pass 
through them. ‘The Erie Canal in the State of New York, which is the great 
rival water route from the west, is 363 miles in length, with 688 feet of lockages, 
and is not capable of transporting barges of more than seventy-five tons burden. 
The Chambly Canal is a work of smaller dimensions, connecting Lake Champlain 
with the River Richelieu which flows into the St. Lawrence at Sorel. The 
traffic on this canal increased, as I have shown, rapidly up to the commence- 
ment of the year 1852; since which period it has suffered from the competition 
of an adjoining railway. A strong feeling exists in certain quarters in favour of 
the construction of a ship canal, on a scale at least equal to that of the St. Law- 
rence canals, from some point on the southern bank of the St. Lawrence opposite 
Montreal to Lake Champlain; and the project of a similar work on the Sault 
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St. Marie, to connect lakes Huron and Superior, is also pressed by many persons. CANADA. 

The Government has not, however, yet engaged in either of these undertakings. wr 
10. The increase which has taken place within the last few years in the 

movement of produce oa these inland waters does not, however, it may be 

proper to remark, appear to have been met by a corresponding increase in the 

traffic of the seaports. ‘The following is a statement of the number and 

tonnage of vessels from sea which entered inwards and outwards at the ports 

of Quebec and Montreal in each of the six years preceding 1852 : 


Ships. Tonnage. 
1845 - - 1,699 - - 628,389 
1846 - - 1,699 - - 623,791 
i Vo - 1,444 - - 542,505 
1848 . - 1,850 - - 494,247 
1849 - - 1,528 - - 502,513 
1850 : ae ee 4] = - 485,905 
ij a Sieg se - 573,397 


During the earlier years of this series, while the Canada Corn Act of 1843 
was in operation, an impulse was given to the trade of Quebec and Montreal 
by the preference accorded in the markets of Great Britain to produce con- 
veyed by the route of the St. Lawrence. Since that preference has been 
withdrawn, the facilities afforded by the Government of the United States for 
the transportation in bond of Canadian imports and exports through its 
territory, and the multiplication of railways connecting the southern bank of 
the St. Lawrence with different points on the coast, have diverted a 
portion of the trade of that river from the Canadian seaports to those of the 
United States. As this is, however, a point of considerable importance to the 
interests of the lower province especially, it may be well to look into it 
more closely, with the view of inquiring whether there be anything in the 
nature of the route itself, or in the nature of the trade, which places the route 
of the St. Lawrence at a disadvantage in competing with others for the trade 
of the great west. 

11. The inland navigation of the St. Lawrence route shares with the Erie 
Canal the inconvenience of being closed during about five months of the year, 
with this aggravation, however, that its seaport is subject to the same drawback. 
In all other respects, whether as regards size and shortness of canals, freedom 
from transhipment, rapidity of transport, or the capacity for doing extensive 
business, it has unquestionable advantages over its rival. 

12. Again, maps on Mercator’s projection, and the fact that indifferent 
ships, recklessly navigated, have not unfrequently been employed in the timber 
trade, have contributed to produce an exaggerated popular impression with 
respect to the length and the perils of the ocean route of the St. Lawrence. 
It is not sufficiently known, as regards the former point, that the sailing dis- 
tance from Liverpool to Quebec is, if the Straits of Belleisle be taken, some 
400 miles, and, if the southern course be preferred, from 100 to 200 miles 
shorter than that from Liverpool to New York; and that, as respects the 
latter, the ocean route of the St. Lawrence is by no means peculiarly hazardous 
to well-found ships, navigated by officers who are thoroughly acquainted with 
it, while it is especially adapted to screw or paddle steam ships, from the 
circumstance that a considerable portion of the passage from one continent 
to the other is in smooth water. ‘These remarks respecting the route would 
not be complete if I were to omit to add, that the Acts recently passed by the 
local iegislature to encourage steam communication between Liverpool and 
Quebec, and to connect Quebec and Montreal by railway with seaports open 
during the winter, will tend materially to develope its capabilities. 

13. There are some circumstances, however, arising out of the nature of 
the trade itself, which call for notice in this statement, inasmuch as the com- 
petency of the St. Lawrence route to maintain a successful rivalry in the 
transport of goods and passengers with other competing routes from the west 
is affected by them. ‘Timber, as | have already remarked, still constitutes the 
the principal article of export from Canada; and ail the timber destined for 
Europe is shipped either at Quebec, to which point it is conveyed in rafts 
from the upper country, or at points lower down the river. Now, timber is 
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an article of great bulk in proportion to value, and this circumstance has an 
effect on the shipping trade of the port, which the following return may serve 
to illustrate, showing, as it does, that while all the ships that sailed from 
Quebec in 1852 left it with cargoes, more than half of those which entered 
inwards were in ballast. 


StaTEMENT showing the Number and Tonnage of Vessels entered Inwards and 
Outwards at the Port of Quebec in 1852 with Cargoes or in Ballast. 


Inwards. 
Ships, Tons. 
With cargoes - - 560 - 224,525 
In ballast - - - 671 - 280,499 
Outwards. 
With cargoes - - - 1,228 - 518,580 
In ballast . - None. None. 


It is more than probable, therefore, that so long as timber continues to be 
shipped extensively at Quebec, freights outwards will have a tendency to rule 
higher at this port than at others, where the trade inwards and outwards is 
more nearly balanced in respect of bulk. 

14. The same circumstances, however, which contribute to raise outward 
freights serve to enhance the advantages of the route of the St. Lawrence as 
a channel for traffic inwards. The admirable and capacious system of inland 
navigation extending from Quebec for upwards of 1,500 miles into the interior 
of the continent, and the certainty of obtaining outward freights, are calculated 
to cause a preference to be given to this over rival routes for the transport of 
heavy goods such as salt and iron, and of immigrants destined for the vast 
regions bordering on the great lakes. ‘These advantages are not yet generally 
known, nor have they been appreciated as highly as they deserve. The 
following return gives the number of immigrants who arrived at the ports of 
Quebec and New York respectively in each of the four last years :— 


Years. Quebec. New York. 
1849 - - 38,494 220,603 
1850 ~ - 32,292 212,'796 
1851 . - 41,076 289,601 
1852 - - 39,176 234,258 up to 


the 1st November. 


Although there is no increase in the gross amount of immigration to Quebec 
during the current year, it is an interesting fact that it comprised an unusually 
large proportion (7,256) of foreign emigrants, who could have been attracted 
to this port only by the superiority of the route. I am also informed that 
during the course of the past season many vessels which conveyed emigrants 
to New York from Europe have come from that port in ballast to the St. Law- 
rence in search of outward freights. 

15. To complete this subject, I append a return showing the number and 
tonnage of vessels built at Quebec in each of ten years ending with 1852, 


No, of Vessels. Tons. No. of Vessels. Tons. 
1843 - 48 - 13,785 | 184.8 - dd - 19,909 
sits a8 TS 048s 1840 . -- 97 + 24,896 
1845. 58+ 96,147 1850 - 45  ~- 80,387 
1846 - 40 - 19,764 $861 os BS Se AOR 
isi > See 1852 - 42 - 27,856 


Few ports offer such facilities for ship building as Quebec, all materials 
employed in the construction of vessels being cheap, labour, during the winter 
months at least, abundant, and procurable at moderate rates, and outward freight 
at all times secured. ‘The principal drawback attending the extension of the 
business is the increased temptation to desert from ships entering the port, 
occasioned by the demand for seamen to man new ships. Desertion prevails 
at Quebec to an extent that is much complained of. ‘The subject is now under 
the consideration of the Government, with a view to the adoption of some 
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remedial measure. A naval school is also about to be established, in the hope 
that it may indoctrinate some of the native youth with a taste for seafaring 
pursuits. 

16. Before I pass on to other topics, it may perhaps be advisable that I 
should say a few words with respect to the pecuniary responsibilities which 
the province is assuming in connexion with the great railway enterprizes now 
in progress or prospect within it. At the time when the resolution respecting 
local works to which I have already referred was adopted by the Government, 
it was urged with much force and justice that the objections which un- 
questionably existed to the extension of public aid to undertakings of that class 
did not apply to works of great magnitude, to which an interest, provincial 
rather than local, attached, and which were, moreover, in the then circumstances 
of the province, clearly beyond the reach of private enterprize. Within this 
category, lines of railway of considerable Jength, linking together districts of the 
province remote from each other, and calculated materially to benefit its 
general trade, were held to fall. It was accordingly concluded that aid from 
the funds or credit of the province might, under proper conditions and restric- 
tions, be afforded to these undertakings, without any departure from the 
salutary principle which had been adopted in the case of local works generally. 
It was resolved, however, that in administering such aid the pecuniary interests 
of the province should be more carefully protected than they had been in 
respect of advances previously made {for local works. The Provincial Act, 
12 Vict. c. 29. (passed in 1349), was framed on the principle that the sums 
advanced on the credit of the province in furtherance of undertakings of this 
class should in no case exceed one half of the amount actually expended 
on the work, and that the whole resources and property of the companies 
should be pledged for their redemption, and for the payment of interest upon 
them. In all the railway enterprizes undertaken since that period, where public 
aid has been given, this principle has been substantially adhered to. 

These comprise— 

Ist. The St. Lawrence and Atlantic Railway, running from the St. Law- 
rence opposite Montreal to the frontier Jine, where it joins an American 
railway which will extend, when completed, to Portland in the State 
of Maine; length, 126 miles. 

2d. ‘The Ontario, Simcoe, and Huron Railway, running from ‘Toronto to 
Lake Huron; length, ninety miles. 

3d. Great Western, from Hamilton to Windsor; 228 miles. 

4th. Quebec and Richmond; 100 miles. 

5th. Main ‘Trunk from Toronto to Montreal ; 380 miles. 

6th. Quebec and ‘Trois Pistoles, on the route to the lower provinces ; 
160 miles. ‘he coustruction of the two last-mentioned lines is provided 
for in Acts passed during the present session of the provincial 
parliament. 

17. That the increased facilities afforded by these and other measures to the 
internal and external trade of the province are called for by the growth of its 
population and resources is apparent from the returns of the census for the 
year 1851, which are herewith transmitted. ‘These returns state the total 
population of the province at 1,842,265 ; 890,261 for Lower Canada, 952,904 
for Upper Canada. In Lower Canada 94,449 persons occupy lands, having 
under cultivation 3,605,517 acres, or rather arpents, which is the common 
measure of land in Lower Canada, and contains about six sevenths of an acre. 
In Upper Canada 99,860 persons occupy lands having under cultivation 
3,697,724 acres. In certain agricultural products, such as flax and hemp and 
maple sugar, as well as in some domestic manufactures, as fulled cloth and 
linen, the returns from Lower Canada exceed those from Upper Canada; but 
the produce of wheat and of agricultural products generally is much more 
considerable in the upper than the lower province. 

18. The full import of these statistical results cannot, however, be appre- 
hended unless a comparison be instituted between them and similar returns 
made up at former periods. As the censuses of the province which have been 
effected at different times, have been taken under different systems, and with 
varying degrees of correctness, it is not possible to draw in such a com- 
parison inferences which can be considered rigorously exact. Sufficient accuracy 
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may, however, be attained for practical purposes, and ample proof given that 
the province is advancing at a rate of progress which is highly satisfactory. 

1y. To begin then with the subject of population. At the period of the 
surrender of the country to Great Britain its population was estimated at from 
60,000 to 65,000. The population was French or French Canadian, and was 
chiefly located in that part of the province now called Lower Canada. It has 
received since that period no accessions by immigration; on the contrary, the 
passion for moving westward, which prevails so universally in North America, 
has affected the French Canadians to some extent, and considerable numbers 
are scattered over other parts of the continent. Nevertheless the census of 
1851 gives 665,528 as the actual number of the l'rench Canadian population of 
Lower Canada, besides 26,417 resident in the upper province. Exhibiting 
thus an increase from natural causes alone of upwards of 1,000 per cent. in 
ninety years. By the side of this population has grown up another, amounting, 
in 1851, to 220,733, composed of immigrants from Great Britain and other 
countries, and of Canadians not of French origin ; making the whole population 
of this section of the province 890,261. 

20. The progress of Upper Canada in respect of population has been still 
more remarkable. In the year 1791, the date of the Constitutional Act, it 


amounted to - = - S - - 50,000 
In 1811 - - - = S - 77,000 

CC a 2 : : ; - 151,097 

1832 E ‘ De et - 261,060 

1842 - - - - - - - 486,055 

1851 ‘ : * Fagen - - 952,004 


21. In the absence of systematic local assessments in Lower Canada (for the 
power of assessment given to municipalities by recent Acts is but partially 
exercised, and the compulsory assessments for the support of common schools 
are not yet universally enforced), it is difficult to obtain direct proof of the 
growth in wealth of that section of the province. In Upper Canada also, the 
changes which have taken place from time to time in the mode of levying 
assessments and of valuing assessible property render the evidence furnished 
thereby with respect to this point less conclusive than it would otherwise have 
been. Enough, however, may be gathered from the assessment rolls to warrant 
the belief that the growth of wealth in Upper Canada, of late years more espe- 
cially, has not been less remarkable than that of population. 

22, The first Act for laying and collecting local assessments in Upper 
Canada was passed in 1793. It divided the population for purposes of assess- 
ment into eight classes, according to property, excepting from assessment 
altogether all whose property was worth less than 50/. currency. ‘The highest 
class under this Act included persons with 4C00/. currency and upwards, who 
were taxed by it at the rate of 1/. currency a year. A further Act was passed 
in the following year, adding two classes to the top of the scale, and including 
in an “upper list” all persons believed to be possessed of real or personal 
property, goods, or effects above the value of 500/. currency. 

23. On the allegation that “the present mode of laying assessments has been 
found inconvenient,” an Act was passed in 1803 defining “ rateable property,” 
and subjecting each description thereof to a fixed and uniform valuation. 
Under this Act cultivated land was valued at 1/. currency an acre; uncul- 
tivated at 1s. currency. A second Act on the same subject, which passed in 
1807, raised the value of uncultivated land for purposes of assessment to 2s. 
currency; and a third, passed in 1819, rated it at 4s. currency per acre. 
Assessments were levied under the valuation fixed by this last-mentioned Act 
until the year 1851; but in 1849 the Board of Registration and Statistics report 
that the best information they have been able to procure after very extensive 
inquiry leads them to the conclusion that cultivated land in Upper Canada in 
the rural districts may be valued on the average at 3/. 10s. 10d. currency per 
acre; uncultivated at 1/. 9s. 2d. currency. Positive inferences respecting 
the relative value of property at different epochs are not probably deducible 
from these data, but they are interesting in many points of view, and especially 
so as showing at how early a period the salutary practice of local self-taxation 
for local objects obtained a place among the customs of Upper Canada. 
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24. Another view of the assessment rolls throws further light on the question 
of the growth of wealth in the community. The first returns of the assessible 
property of Upper Canada, as taken under the act of 1819, which I have been 
able to procure, are those of 1825. Its total amount is estimated in that 
year at— 


£ Ses 

at 1,854,965 5 O 

In 1830 . - - at 2,407,618 14 8 
In 1835 - ~- - at 3,189,862 14 11 
In 1840 - - - at 4,608,843 12 0O 
In 1845 - - - at 6,393,630 16 0 


Another Act (13 & 14 Vict. cap. 67.) was passed in 1850, requiring the 
municipal authorities to assess property at its real value, and rendering certain 
descriptions of personal property rateable which were previously exempted 
from assessment. I have obtained statements which, although not strictly 
official, are, I believe, tolerably correct, of the amounts of the two valuations 
(those, namely, for 1851 and 1852), which have already taken place under the 
Act, and I find them to be as follows :— 

Total value of assessible property in Upper Canada in the year— 


£ Six eh 
1851 - - « 7 SO.QSS178 7 50 
1852 - - - - 87,695,931 4 8 


In order to arrive at the real value, it is believed that 20 per cent. at least 
ought to be added to these amounts. 


25. The census of the United States for 1850, the last that has been taken, 
exhibits a greater amount of property in proportion to ‘free population ”; the 
numbers of the latter being stated at 20,089,909, and the assessed value of real 
and personal estate at 6,010,207,309 dollars, about £1,210,000,000, to which 
sum 20 per cent. is added to obtain the real value. It is to be observed, 
however, in the first place, that valuation according to actual value has been 
longer customary in the United States than in Canada, and is consequently, it 
may be presumed, more stringently carried out in the former country than in 
the latter ; and in the second, that the labouring class in the southern states, 
amounting to 3,179,589 souls, instead of contributing to swell the aggregate of 
population, are cast as chattels into the scale of assessible property. Some 
other interesting points of comparison between the progress of the United 
States and Canada present themselves on a review of the census returns. 

Total free population of the United States— 


In 1840 - - - - 14,582,102 
In 1850 - - = - 20,089,909 
Increase 37°77 per cent. 
Total slave population of the United States— 
In 1840 : ; - = 2,487,358 
In 1850 - Ss . - 3,179,587 
Increase 27°81 per cent. 
Total population of Canada—— 
1841 ; : 7 - 1,156,139 
1851 - - - - - 1,842,265 
Increase 59°34 per cent. 
Total population of Upper Canada— 
1841 - - - - - 465,357 
1851 - - - - 952,004 
Increase 104°57 per cent. 
Wheat crop, Upper Canada— 


Bushels, To each inhabitant. 
In 1841 - - $8,221,991 = - 6°60 
In 1847 - - 7,558,773 - - 10°45 
In 1851 - - 12,692,852 a ater SEBS 


nearly quadrupling itself in ten years. 
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Wheat crop, Lower Canada— 


Minots. To each inhabitant, 
In 13843 - 942,835 pare | ee 
In 1851 - - 8,075,868 - - 38°46 


The minot is about ;4,th more than the bushel. 
Wheat crop, United States— 


Bushels. To each inhabitant, 
1850 - — ~ 100,479,150 WE ire OR 
Value of imports of British goods into Canada— 
British imports, Population. 
In1851  - - 2,475,643 14 7 - ~~ 1,842,265 


about 1/. 6s. per head. 
Value of imports of British goods into the United States— 


British imports. Population, 


In 1850 - 715,159,424 dollars - 28,246,301 
about 13s. per head. 


The British imports into the United States increased in 1851 to 93,847,886 
dollars, making about 16s. per head on the estimated population. 

26. To return, however, for a moment from this digression to the point more 
immediately in hand, namely, the assessible property of Upper Canada (and in 
doing so, I feel bound to say that I do not think much reliance should be placed 
on comparative statements such as those presented above, inasmuch as the data 
on which valuations and estimates are made in different countries are not 
always uniform), it is important to ascertain what amount of indebtedness for 
municipal purposes attaches to this property. The best information which I 
am able to obtain on this point leads me to believe that it does not at present 
exceed in all 572,115/. 12s. 4d. Very stringent provisions for the protection 
of creditors of municipalities, and for regulating and restricting the powers of 
these bodies in the creation of debt, were contained in an Act (12 Vict. cap. 81.), 
passed in 1849. The Act of this session which provides for the establishment 
of a municipal loan fund for Upper Canada (16 Vict. cap. 22.) has the same 
object in view. It is hoped that by these means, while the credit of the 
municipal bodies in Upper Canada is placed on an unexceptionable basis, and 
made available for legitimate purposes, any tendency in particular localities 
towards incurring imprudent or excessive liabilities may be kept in check. 

27. While such is the condition of the province in respect of material pro- 
sperity, its moral and intellectual interests are not neglected ; independently of 
the clergy reserves—of the tithe levied in Lower Canada from the Roman 
Catholic population for Roman Catholic purposes,—and of various endowments 
and special grants for collegiate institutions, normal schools, and other objects 
of a like character in both sections of the province, the sum of 41,095/. 1'7s. 10d. 
is set apart annually from the public funds for the support of common schools, 
and divided between Upper and Lower Canada in proportion to their respective 
population. Each school municipality, in order to entitle it to obtain the share 
of this fund allotted to it, is bound to raise by local taxation at least an equal 
sum. In Upper Canada the sums thus raised greatly exceed the required 
minimum. ‘The returns for 1851 show that in that section of the province 
there were in that year 3,001 common schools in operation, attended by 
168,159 pupils, and that the total sum available for teachers salaries, and for 
the erection and repair of schoolhouses, was 98,226/. 15s. 7d., of which sum 
20,5471. 18s. 11d. was parliamentary grant, the remainder being raised by local 
assessment and rate bills imposed by school trustees. In Lower Canada, where 
direct taxation is especially distasteful, the levy of a local rate was made 
compulsory, and attended for a time with some difficulty. The people in this 
part of the province are, however, becoming generally reconciled to a tax from 
whicli they derive so palpable a benefit, and the common school system is 
making satisfactory progress among them likewise. 

2s. The separation between ecclesiastical and civil affairs in this province is 
so complete, and the number of denominations in Upper Canada so considerable, 
that it is difficult to furnish precise information with respect to the amount of 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 11 


the provision for the religious wants of the community. The following state- 
ment is, I believe, tolerably accurate :— 

Dioceses of the Church of England, three; clergy, 242; population, 
268,592. 

Dioceses of the Church of Rome, seven; clergy, 5433; population, 
914,561. 

Clergy of all denominations in Lower Canada, 641; population, 892,261. 
Upper Canada 869; population 952,004. 

On this and many other points much interesting information is given in the 
excellent lectures on the growth and prospects of Canada by the Reverend 
Mr. Lillie, a copy of which I had the honour of transmitting to you in my 
Despatch No. 35, of the 15th April. The following is a statement of the 
appropriation of the clergy reserve funds in 1851 :— 

Church of England, Upper Canada, 10,394/. 5s. 11d. 

Church of England, Lower Canada, 1,'786/. 15s. 

Church of Scotland, Upper Canada, 5,84:7/. 16s. ‘7d. 

Church of Scotland, Lower Canada, 893]. 7s. 5d. 

United Synod of the Presbyterian Church, Upper Canada, 464/. 18s. 4d. 
Roman Catholic Church, Upper Canada, 1,369/. 17s. 3d. 

Wesleyan Methodist, Upper Canada, 6391. 5s. 

29. As very exaggerated impressions prevail generally with respect to the 
severity of the climate of Canada, it may not be amiss that I should in this 
place call attention to the fact that, although the annual range of the ther- 
mometer is undoubtedly very considerable in the eastern districts of the 
province, the great lakes, which cover in the aggregate an area of 91,860 
square miles, materially temper the extremes of heat and cold in the western 
parts, and increase the humidity of the atmosphere, rendering the climate 
especially favorable to the cultivation of the cereals, 


The following is a table of the mean maximum and mean minimum tempera- 
tures, with the range of the different months in the year, as observed at Toronto, 
in Her Majesty’s observatory. ‘The mean being of eleven years from 1840 to 
1850, both inclusive. 


— Mean. Maximum, Minimum. Range. 
January - - - 24° 67 45° 53 AS 4d. 49°74: 
February - - - 94° 14 46°35 4° 37 50°72 
March - - - 30°83 53°31 7°59 45°92 
April - - - 42°17 71°44 17°96 53°48 
May - - - - 51°84 76°76 28°82 47° 94 
June - - 61°42 76°44: 35°72 40°72 
July - - - 66° 54 88°11 44°05 44° 06 
August - - 65°76 83°98 45°02 38°95 
September — - - - 57°11 80°19 32°07 42°12 
October - - ” 44°50 66°10 22°17 44°20 
November - - - 36°57 57°08 13°33 43°60 
December - - - 27°18 45°25 3°52 46°27 


Annual mean 44°39. 

The climate of Toronto is greatly more temperate than that of other places 
in the same latitude which are situated to the east or west of the great lakes, 
and at a distance which removes them from their influence. A very useful 
pamphlet has been published on this subject by Mr. Henry Youle Hind, 
mathematical master, and lecturer in chemistry and natural philosophy at the 
provincial normal school, Toronto, under the title of “ A Comparative View 
of the Climate of Western Canada, considered in relation to its Influence upon 
Agriculture.” 

30. As the Post Office exercises no mean influence on the social and intel- 
lectual interests of a community, I will close this part of my report with a 
few remarks on the condition of that department, which was transferred to the 
control of the provincial authorities in the month of April 1851. At the 
period of the transfer an uniform rate of 3d. currency (about 24d.) the half 
ounce was substituted for the rates varying according to distance which were 
previously levied, and which amounted on the average to 9d. currency (about 
74d.) the half ounce on all letters passing through the office. The returns of 
the department show that in the year ending the 5th April 1852, 2,931,375 
miles were travelled by the mail, an increase of 444,360 miles over the pre- 
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ceding year, and that 243 new post offices were added to the establishment. 
The gross postage revenue for the first year of reduced postage was 
59,004/. 11s. 10d., that of the preceding year having been 77,0971. 10s. 8d. 
It fell short of the expenditure by 9,362/. Os. 11d.; but it is estimated that a 
sum of 3,287/. 13s. 5d. will cover the deficiency for the current vear. 

31. The condition of the Indians of Canada calls for a passing notice in this 
report. The legislature and government of the province have always been 
kindly disposed to them. They have readily, as circumstances required it, 
passed laws for their protection; and they have not had recourse to those 
measures of violence and fraud which have been adopted elsewhere in order to 
force them to recede before the advance of the white man. The Indians of 
the upper province, however, such of them at least as occupy the settled parts, 
are in many respects more favorably situated than those of the lower. They 
have always been held to possess certain territorial rights, which as population 
and settlement have progressed have been made the subject of negotiation. 

In return for their formal cession of lands to the Crown, they have received 
compensation in the shape of annuities, and been permitted to retain fitting 
tracts for their own occupation, or for sale for their benefit. The Indians of 
the lower province, on the contrary, have no funds (one {or two seignories of 
little value excepted) save the annual presents which they owe to the bounty 
of the British Government. As a partial remedy for this evil, the provincial 
parliament in the year 1851 passed an Act (14 & 15 Vict. cap. 106.), setting 
apart for their use some considerable tracts of land, and a sum of 8211. 18s. 44d. 
per annum. In Upper Canada the Indians inhabiting the settled districts are 
estimated in round numbers at about 7,500; those inhabiting the unsettled 
districts at about 8,000. In Lower Canada the corresponding classes may be 
stated at 3,500 and 2,000 respectively. ‘The numbers in the unsettled districts 
cannot be very precisely ascertained, and it is to be feared they are diminishing. 
The Indian population in the settled districts seems on the whole to be station- 
ary, or perhaps somewhat advancing. ‘They are also making in different degrees 
some progress in civilization. I am in hopes that the industrial schools for the 
young, to which I called Earl Grey’s attention in my despatch to his Lordship 
No. 19, of the 31st January 1849, may prove of essential service in this respect. 

82. Before bringing this report to an end, I think it right to offer a few 
remarks on the subject of the provincial debt, expenditure, and income. 

That portion of the public debt of the province which has been incurred in the 
execution of works ofa productive character, which the Government proposes to 
retain in its own hands, amounts, as I have already shown, to 2,834,234. 1s. 1d. 
1,500,000/. of this amount was raised with the gnarantee of the British Govern- 
ment, and bears interest at four per cent. At the close of 1851 the stock held 
on account of the sinking fund for the redemption of this loan, as appears from 
Earl Grey’s despatch to me, No. 682, of the 22d January 1852, was 
119,884/. Os. 10d.; since which period further sums, amounting to 180,000/., 
have been paid into this account. The remaining debt of the province amounts 
to 890,666/. 2s. 6d., and is partly represented by the local works which, in 
pursuance of the policy adopted in 1849, are being gradually disposed of; 
making the total amount of the provincial debt 3,659,14.6/. 15s. 1d. Over and 
above this debt are the liabilities which the province has incurred and is still 
incurring for the promotion of certain railway undertakings. I have, however, 
already stated the conditions on which these advances are made. It is by no 
means probable that they will ever entail any charge on the provincial 
treasury. 

The total expenditure of the province for the year 1851 amounted to 
521,643/, 11s. 2d., including— 


ee. @, 
Interest on public debt - - 183,749 7 O 
Sinking fund - - 60,000 0 O 
Expenses of the legislature - 89,128 18 9 
Education - - - 54,880 4 Q 
Agricultural societies - - 10,617 4 2 
Hospitals - - - 14,447 4 1 
Indian annuities - - 6,873 19 5 


leaving for administrative expenditure, properly so called, comprising the cost 
of the civil government, administration of justice, penitentiary, militia, pensions, 
and a variety of other miscellaneous charges, 152,946/. 13s. 1d., about 1s. 8d. 
per head on the population, an amount which cannot be considered excessive, 
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for in instituting comparisons between expenditure under these heads in 
Canada and in particular states of the Union it must always be borne in mind 
that many charges which are defrayed out of the provincial revenue here are in 
the United States thrown on the funds of the federal government or of the 
municipalities. 
34. The revenue for the same period was 692,206/. 4s. 9d., comprising — 
Ist. Revenue from customs, amounting, after deduction of duties returned, 
and expenses of collection, which were about five per cent. on the total 
receipts, to 578,384/. 2s. 9d. 
2d. Revenue from excise, derived principally from duties on stills, spirit 
shops, hawkers and pedlars licences, auction licences, and yielding in 
1851, after deduction of expenses of collection (about twelve per cent. 
on the whole), 16,586/. 17s. 3d. 
3d. Territorial, consisting of rents of ferries and proceeds of public lands 


and forests, amounting, in 1851, to— ok, 
Gross revenue - - - 61,080 83 7 
Net» do. 4 - - 16,406 10 10 


The great discrepancy between gross and net revenue in this case is 
attributable partly to the necessarily expensive character of the duties 
devolving on the department, and partly to the redemption of land and 
militia scrip, whichis received in payment of Crown lands. 31,3951. 14s. 2d. 
of scrip was thus redeemed during the course of 1851. In order to 
make this point clearer, it may be proper to mention, that by a Provin- 
cial Act, passed in 1841 (4 & 5 Vict. cap. 100.), free grants of land in this 
province (with the exceptton of grants of fifty acres to actual settlers in 
the vicinity of public roads in new settlements) were put an end to. 
Persons who had claims to land (such persons being for the most part 
U.E. loyalists, militiamen, and military settlers,) were bound to present 
them before the Ist of January 1843, and, if they conld make them good, 
were allowed scrip at the rate of 4s. per acre for such claims. This 
scrip being receivable as money in sales of Crown lands, the period for 
making these claims was extended by an Act passed in 1849 (12 Vict. 
cap. 31.); but all issues of scrip have now ceased. The total amount of 
scrip issued under these Acts is about 190,000/., of which upwards of 
170,000/. have been redeemed, being to that extent a reduction of the 


public debt of the province. £ «8. d. 
4. Revenue from lighthouses and tonnage duty - - 730 8-4 
5. Revenue derived from a tax on the issues of banks - 13,012 18 8 


6. Revenue from public works, including interest on the 
purchase money of certain works which have been 


alienated by the Government - - - - 53,432 0 10 
7. Militia fines - - - - - im i aime 
8, Fines and forfeitures - - : ieee ee sy ee 


9. Casual revenue, including certain fees that are funded, 
interest on monies deposited with banks, and other miscel- 


laneous receipts - - - . - 9,154 12 9 
10. Law fees, funded < = - - = /3,880 18 2 
The general result being— 
Revenue - : - f 5 - 692,206 4 9 
Expenditure - - - - - 521,643 11 2 
showing on the financial transactions of the year an excess in 
revenue over expenditure of - - - - 170,562 18 7 


35. The foregoing statements are submitted in the hope that they may 
throw some light on the present condition and prospects of this interesting 
community of our fellow countrymen, which, under the protection of Great 
Britain, and in the the enjoyment of British institutions, is growing up in the 
immediate vicinity of the United States, at a rate of progress, less ostentatious 
and vaunted it may be, but susceptible, notwithstanding, of no unfavourable 
comparison with that of the adjoining republic. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed ) ELGIN AND KINCARDINE. 
Sir John 8. Pakington, Bart., 
&e. &e. &c. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 1. 


Report of the Commissioners of Pustic Works for 1851. 
DEPARTMENT of PuBLIC WoRKS, QUEBEC. 
August 1852. 


To his Excellency the Right Honourable James Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, Governor 
General of British North America, &. &¢. &c. 


MAy IT PLEASE youR ExcEeLLENCy,—In accordance with the provisions of the Act 
9 Vict. cap. 37. s.14., by which it is enacted, that the Commissioners of Public Works shall 
annually “report on all works under their control; showing the state of each work, 
“ the amount of receipts and expenditure thereon, together with such further information 
“ as may be requisite ;’ the undersigned have the honour to submit this General 
Report, accompanied by an Appendix, in which the following statements are embraced, 
viz. :-— 

No. 1.—Statement of the productive works of Canada, under charge of the depart- 
ment of Public Works, showing the cost of the construction thereof, to Ist of 
January 1852, and the expenditure for the year 1851; also, the cost incurred for 
collection, repairs, and management, and the gross and net revenue, for the year 
1851. 

No. 2.—Statement of the unproductive works of Canada, under the charge of the 
department of Public Works, showing the amounts expended thereon by that 
department during the year 1851, and the total amounts expended to Ist 
January 1852. 

No. 3.—Statement of the Public Works which have been sold or given up by the 
Government, and of those which it is intended should be sold or given up, showing 
the amounts expended in their construction by the department of Public Works, 
and the amounts for which they have been sold; also, the revenue, if any, 
derived therefrom in the year 1851. 

No. 4.—Statement of the expenditure made by the department of Public Works, 
during the year 1851, on the provincial lighthouses connected with the inland 
navigation. 

No. 5.—Statement of the amounts paid on awards for damages, &c., in the year 1851, 
showing the sums claimed and those awarded; also, the amounts paid to the 
arbitrators, &c. for services and expenses. 

No. 6.—Statement showing the total amount expended by the department of Public 
Works during the year 1851, as detailed in the foregoing statements, numbered 
1, 2, 3, 4, and 5. 

No. 7.—Statement of the water-power, &c. leased on the respective provincial canals, 
with the names of the lessees, description of machinery, &c., and the amounts of 
the annual rents. 

No. 8.—Statement of the provincial canals and locks of Canada, showing where 
situated, the length and width of canals, and the number of locks, with their 
dimensions, amount of lockage, &c. 

No. 9.—Statement showing the amounts appropriated during the last session of the 
Legislature, together with the balances of former appropriations then available 
for expenditure on each work, the amount thereof expended up to Ist January 
1852, the amounts yet unexpended, and the sums that are further required to 
complete these works ; and finally, the proportion thereof necessary to meet the 
expenditure of the current year. 

No. 10.—An abstract schedule of the works now proposed to be undertaken, the cost 
thereof, and the proportion which should be provided for expenditure thereon for the 
remainder of this year, and for the year 1853, should the Legislature see fit to 
authorize them. 

No. 11.—Comparative statement of upward and downward movement, in tons, on 
the St. Lawrence canals, to the 31st July, in the years 1851 and 1852. 


WELLAND CANAL. 


This canal continues in a very effective state, and is closely approaching to completion. 
The principal work under the original contracts remaining to be finished is the enlarging 
and bottoming of the canal, so as to suit the Lake Erie level, when it will be found 
necessary to adopt it as the summit. To effect this the contractor, Mr. French, is steadily 
proceeding with the dredging operations. 

A. considerable amount of work and maintenance, such as strengthening the embank- 
ments, raising and facing the banks with stone, repairing track-ways and track-way 
bridges, &c. &., has been unavoidable during the past year, owing to the continued and 
great increase of trade through the canal. 

The lock gates, generally of an average age of from cight to ten years, have lately 
shown such symptoms of decay that it has been found necessary to provide several sets 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 15 


of new gates, to be substituted without loss of time for those which may fail from natural 
causes, or to replace those destroyed by accident or carelessness ; from the last of which 
not less than seven pair of gates have been lost since the last Report. But in every case 
where the destruction of the gates was ascertained to have been owing to mismanagement 
or carelessness on the part of the crew, the vessel has been charged with the cost of 
repair. 

The guard-gates at Allanburgh, stated in last year’s Report to be so much required, and 
the erection of which was authorized by the Legislature, are now completed, and tend 
importantly to the security of the canal. 


In order that the trade should not be interrupted during their construction, it was 
necessary to put the two old locks into sufficient repair to pass the vessels safely : this 
was attended by a cost of 9781. 11s. 3d.j owing to their very dilapidated state. 

The serious detention to which vessels passing up and down the short mountain levels 
were frequently subjected, in consequence of the want of wharves or lay-bys at the heads 
of the locks (as fully explained in last year’s Report), has been to some extent obviated 
by the construction of short wharves at those locks where the most delay was experienced. 
Such expenditure, coming directly under the head of maintenance and management, has 
been charged against the tolls ; but, in order to remove the causes of detention altogether, 
and meet the present wants of the trade, it is indispensably necessary that those wharves 
or piers should be continued from lock to lock, so as, in fact, to form a second tow-path, 
by which very considerable saving in time of passing through the canal would be ensured. 
The cost of effecting this would be about 10,5001., which it is respectfully submitted 
should be so expended, as the revenue will, unquestionably, be increased in proportion to 
all the facilities that are given to the trade. To further secure the same object, namely, 
expeditious transit through the canal, it has become necessary to have lights at the locks 
and bridges by night when required. 

The entrance locks had been, for some seasons back, lighted in the same manner as 
those on the St. Lawrence canals, through which steamers pass by night, and on the 
representations of the proprietors of several lines of vessels, the undersigned decided on 
lighting the locks and bridges on the Welland Canal this year generally. A proposition 
from an American company was urged, on the undersigned for adoption, who represented 
that they would undertake to erect gasworks for the lighting of St. Catherine’s and Thorold, 
if they were guaranteed the lighting of the locks between these villages for a term of 
years, at a certain rate per lock. 

The undersigned, being favourably disposed to the project of lighting the locks with 
gas, offered to contract with the company referred to at a rate per thousand feet con- 
sumed, which was not to exceed the current rates charged at Toronto ; but the company 
desiring another mode of contract, the arrangements are not yet concluded. In the 
meantime, however, the undersigned have had the locks and bridges efficiently lighted 
with oil. 

Sums are embraced in the estimate (Statement No. 9.) for the erection of collectors 
houses and offices at Port Colborne and at Port Dalhousie. The small office at the 
former port is not only wholly inadequate, but is in ruin, and there is no office at Port 
Dalhousie. The necessary attendance, by night and day, of the collectors at these ports, 
and the very large amounts of monies collected at them, render it absolutely necessary 
that those officers should be provided with proper accommodation. 

The building at St. Catherine’s, styled the Collector’s office, but in which the Collector 
of Customs, with his clerks and other officers, the superintendent of the canal, clerk, 
draftsman, &., are congregated, is not only insufficient, but is also in a ruinous state. 
Since it was built the street has been lowered some ten or twelve feet ; and although a 
bench was left around it, the foundations have been injuriously affected, and the walls 
are badly cracked in all directions ; moreover, the town corporation now require that 
the bank of earth left in front of the building be removed, as obstructing the street. The 
undersigned have therefore embraced in the estimate they have the honour to submit, 
a sum for the building of new and suitable offices, and they consider it probable that a 
proper site may be found on the canal property ; in which case the street lot, at present 
occupied in St. Catherine’s, might be advantageously disposed of, and the proceeds 
appropriated towards the erection of the new office there. 

On their late inspection of this work, the undersigned found that it was intended that 
the line of canal should be crossed by two railroads, now in progress, in that section of 
the province. The “ Brantford and Buffalo Railroad,” and a continuation of the “Great 
Western Railroad” from Hamilton to the Niagara frontier ; the former to cross the canal 
twice, and the latter once. 

The mode and plan near Port Colborne lock, at which it was proposed the Brantford 
road should cross, has been considered objectionable, and as tending to obstruct the 
navigation ; the other point of crossing by this road is not deemed objectionable. 

The manner in which it was intended also that the Great Western Branch should cross, 
is considered by the Commissioners to be by no means desirable, and they have com- 
municated their views to the Directors of these roads, and the matter now lies for 
adjustment between their engineers and the canal officer, who has received the necessary 
instructions, and it is hoped the ditticulty will be shortly adjusted. 
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The revenues from this canal continue steadily to increase. In 1850 the canal opened 
on the Ist April and closed on the 12th December, giving 255 days navigation. In.1851 
it opened on the 25th March and closed on the 12th December, giving 261 days navigation. 
This year the canal opened on the 13th April. i 

The tolls on the canal continue steadily to increase :— 


In 1849 the gross tolls amounted to - - - £34,741 18 8 
In 1850 do. do. - - a 37,925 17 7 
In 1851 do. do. - - - 50,460 6 8 


Showing an increase of about 10 per cent. in 1850 over 1849, and of 33 per cent. in 1851 
over 1850; while the receipts, up to Ist August in 1852, amount to 23,3521. 7s. 5d., and 
to the same period last year, 21,154/. 11s. 5d. 


St. LAWRENCE CANALS. 


The navigation of these canals was fully opened throughout on the 25th April, and 
continued without any interruption until its close on the 25th November, affording 215 
days for the business season of 1851. : 


The Galops.—This canal was kept in good working order throughout the season with 
very light repairs. 

The new works authorized at the last meeting of Parliament have been commenced. 
They are—l. The dredging of the shoal at the upper entrance; 2. The extension of the 
river pier to facilitate the clearing of vessels from that place ; 3. Building a mooring pier 
above the same, for the convenience of such as are engaged in towing ; and 4, A slope- 
wall for the protection of the inner face of the bank. 

The dredging operations were continued throughout the season until 1st November, 
when the dredge was delivered over to the Montreal Harbour Commissioners, for the Lake 
St. Peter service, for which it was much more suitable, and arrangements have been made 
to substitute another. The river pier and mooring pier have been placed under contract, 
and the work is now in progress. A commencement has also been made upon the slope- 
wall, the work of which advances only as necessity calls for it. 


Point Iroquois—This canal was maintained in an effective state throughout the 
season, with very little outlay for repairs. 

The new works authorized last session of Parliament are—l. The alteration of the 
Matilda lock in connexion with the Junction Canal, to obtain three feet more draught of 
water ; and 2. Floating fenders for the protection of vessels passing the Rock Cut. 

The alterations referred to in the Matilda lock consisted in sinking the bottom of it 
three feet lower, in order to secure nine feet draught of water through it whenever the 
river falls to its lowest stage. The work was contracted for by Mr. B. Chaffey, and con- 
ducted under the superintendence of Mr. Page, resident engineer of the Junction Canal ; 
and notwithstanding the apparent difficulties of accomplishing so novel an undertaking at, 
such an inclement season, the operations were eminently successful ; and all the works, 
including the substitution of a new pair of gates for those formerly in use, were com- 
pleted before any of the other canals were opened. These gates have been built upon a 
new principle, in which, with greater simplicity and economy of construction, a much, 
greater degree of strength and buoyancy have been obtained, and from the trial now 
made there is reason to expect they will turn out a great improvement. The spare gates 
now building will be made after the same plan, and it is believed their adoption 
generally on the larger locks of the provincial canals, according as those now in use are 
worn out, or destroyed by accident or carelessness, will lessen the period of interruption 
to which these canals are liable. 

The floating fenders have not been completed, in consequence of the difficulty of 
procuring suitable timber. 


The Junction Canal—The Junction Canal, intended to unite the Galops and Point 
Iroquois Canals, and to overcome the difficulties which these canals have heretofore 
presented whenever the river fell to its lowest stage, was placed under contract last fall, 
as soon as the necessary surveys and plans could be made. During the last winter, 
however, the contractors failed to prosecute the work with the force and energy which 
this department considered necessary in a work of so great importance ; it was therefore 
taken from them, and re-let to other contractors, Messrs. Milner and Crawford, who are 
now proceeding with it in a very satisfactory manner. 

Rapid Plot—With comparative trifling repairs, this canal has been maintained 
throughout the season in good working order. 

The new works authorized are—l. The wharf at the lower entrance; and 2. The 
slope-wall for the protection of the banks. 

‘The wharf has been placed under contract, and the work is now well advanceed. The 
slope-wall has also been commenced, and is prosecuted only as occasion requires. 

Farran’s Point—This short canal has been kept in an effective state, with very light 
repairs. 

The new works authorized here are—The extension of the piers at both ends of the 
canal, in order to render the entrance thereto more safe. Both piers have been placed 
under contract, and the work is now proceeding satisfactorily. 
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CoRNWALL CANAL. 


This canal was opened on the 25th April, and closed on the 12th December, and 
without accident or the delay of a single vessel, was maintained in good working order 
throughout the season. 

The new works authorized on this canal are—1. The completion of the slope-wall ; 
2. The building of waste-weirs at locks 21, 20, 19, 18, and at the Cornwall basin above 
lock 177; and 3. Four lock-houses. 

The slope-wall has been completed, as well as all the waste-weirs, except the one at 
Cornwall. This, with a set of spare gates, and the lock-houses, are about to be placed 
under contract. 


BEAUHARNOIS CANAL. 


This canal was opened on the 24th April, and closed on the 25th November. 

The new works authorized are—l. The completion of the slope-wall; 2. Waste-weirs 
around all the locks ; 3. Piers for the protection of the bridge at St. Timothy; and 4. A 
dyke at Knight’s Point, to prevent overflow of low lands. 

The slope-wall has been completed ; the waste-weirs and a set of spare gates placed 
under contract, and arrangements are now being made for the completion of the other 
works. Fender posts have likewise been placed at all the locks, as well to guard vessels 
from injury as for the protection of the lock-gates themselves. 

Claims for land damages, to a large amount, have been laid before the Commissioners 
by numerous parties living upon both shores of Lake St. Francis. It is alleged by these 
parties that since the construction of the dams at the head of the Beauharnois Canal, the 
water in this lake has risen beyond its usual height in former years; that this rise is 
attributable to the dams, and has caused the overflow of many acres of the low lands 
bordering upon it. 

Feeling anxious to do justice to these parties, if they have really suffered damage from 
this cause, our predecessors instituted an inquiry into the circumstances ; but on account 
of the conflicting statements and representations as to what was actually the original 
level of the lake in former years, and the difficulty of establishing any permanent rise as 
attributable to these dams, the reports which the Commissioners received were incon- 
clusive, and hence no action could be taken thereon. 

Under these circumstances, the only proper course appears to be, to refer all the claims 
to the decision of the provincial arbitrators, which will be done early in September, so 
soon as the report of some further inquiries, which have lately been instituted by the 
Commissioners, shall have been received. 

In the previous reports of this department, reference has been made to the advantages 
to be derived by this part of the province from the almost unlimited water-power created 
by these dams. One of the privileges has since been leased, upon which a paper-mill, on 
a very extensive scale, is about to be established, and a large amount of capital employed. 
Two other privileges have also been applied for, and the Commissioners are encouraged to 
hope that the immense advantages of this position will soon be appreciated and fully 
realized. It will be necessary, in connexion with these privileges, to excavate a canal or 
mill-race, which will be common to all the hydraulic lots, and to construct a permanent 
set of head-gates, to secure the dam from accident, as well as to place the control of the 
water entirely in the hands of the Commissioners. The cost of these works is estimated 
at 1,5001. 


LACHINE CANAL. 


This canal was opened on the 22d April, and closed on the 10th December. 

Several new works, for which authority was received at the last session of Parliament, 
have been completed on this canal during the last year ; and others are yet in progress. 

Connected with the hydraulic privileges, and the general accommodation of the trade, 
the wall along the south-east side of the Montreal Basin has been extended to the dry 
dock built by the Messrs. Tait, and a large waste-weir of 100 feet length of over-fall, for 

lating the water in that basin, has been built within the line of this dock-wall. The 
old locks have been converted into waste-weirs, and by this means a full supply of water 
kept up. The mill-road has been improved, and other roads opened connecting with 
Wellington Bridge. Lands have been purchased for the dry dock and wood basin, both of 
which are now in progress of construction. The slope-wall has been completed all to a 
few hundred yards, fender posts set up at all the locks, the canal at Céte St. Paul 
enlarged to its full and proper dimensions, and offices have been built for the accom- 
modation of the superintendent, collector, and wharfinger. The flume around the guard- 
lock at Lachine, intended to supply more water to the canal, is about to be placed under 
contract. 

The Commissioners would observe, that the repairs required to maintain the banks of 
the Beauharnois Canal, and the wharves of the wood basin on the Lachine Canal, by 
reason of the wear and tear attendant upon the trade in cordwood, is becoming every 
year a more serious item of expense, to meet which the tolls now imposed on that article 
are totally inadequate. 
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CANADA, The new works which have thus been accomplished on the line of the St. Lawrence 
== Canals have been productive of the greatest advantage to the navigation ; and, moreover, 
have very materially assisted in the development of the water-power, as the statement 
of water-rents will clearly show. 
Manufactories of various kinds have been established on the canals, and the hydraulic 
power yet available is destined to exert a most beneficial influence upon their future 
extension and prosperity. $s 
In connexion with these canals, it appears that some further works of improvement 
are still required, as well to facilitate the passage of vessels, as to anticipate and provide 
for the future wants of the trade. The occurrence of several accidents to vessels entering 
the Lachine Canal, at Lachine, indicates the necessity of extending the pier at the upper 
entrance some 500 feet or so further up, and of marking out the channel in some more 
definite manner, and removing the points of certain shoals, the cost of which is estimated 
at 4,000/. Floating fenders for the protection of vessels passing the Rock Cut are likewise 
necessary. Additional flour-sheds are also required at the Montreal Basin, connected with 
which it seems advisable that a store for the supplies of the several canals and lighthouses 
ought to be erected. These, with some other works on the St. Lawrence, enumerated jn 
the Statement No. 9, and amounting to the sum of 14,6001. are considered necessary 
improvements connected with this navigation; and, in addition to them, it is recom- 
mended that a further sum of 10,000/. be granted for the purchase of lands in the 
vicinity of the Montreal Basin, on which basins and docks may be made, as the time 
cannot be far distant when the limited accommodation now provided will be found 
totally inadequate. 


River Licuts, Buoys, AND BEACONs. 


These have been placed under the supervision of the local superintendents of canals, 
and have been maintained in an efficient state throughout the season. 


River RIcHELIEUv. 


Lock and Dam at St. Uwrs—This lock was opened to the trade on the 9th April, and 
closed on the 22d November, without any accident or interruption to the trade, notwith- 
standing that during the season the walls of the lock have been raised nearly five feet 
higher, and the lock thus placed for ever beyond the influence of the spring floods, which 
in former years always interfered with its proper working. 


CHAMBLY CANAL. 


In consequence of the extent of the operations carried on the previous winter in 
bottoming this canal throughout, it was found impossible to get them all completed, and 
the canal opened before the 20th May. During the last summer, the banks were raised 
throughout the line sufficiently high to maintain an additional head of one foot, which 
rise, with what had previously been taken out of the bottom, increased the draught to 
full seven feet, which has uniformly been maintained without any interruption of the 
navigation. The canal was closed on the 19th November. 

Although the obstructions which had been left in the bottom of this canal have been 
removed, yet it appears, from the business done upon it last season, that the increase has 
not been such as might have been expected. The greater facilities which this additional 
draught has secured, have undoubtedly tended to reduce the cost of transport, while the 
result proves that the canal cannot successfully compete with other routes carrying 
western products into Lake Champlain. There are two causes which seem to accouht 
for this ; first, the limited size of the locks, which exclude the larger kind of lake-craft ; 
and, secondly, the length of the voyage, about seventy-five miles more than the direct 
line from Montreal. 

These facts have an important bearing upon the proposed canal between the St. Law- 
rence and Lake Champlain, referred to in a subsequent part of this report. 


St. Ann’s Lock anD Dam. 


This lock has been kept in good order and in constant operation from 17th April to 
24th November. 

A considerable improvement has been made in the approaches to this lock, by blasting 
and removing the points of the shoal below it, and some sunken rocks above it. 


OTTAWA WoRKS. 


The slides and other works on the Ottawa, Madawaska, and Gatineau, were visited by 
the chief engineer last season. They were all placed in a good state of repair during last 
fall and winter, and have passed all the timber this spring without suffering any material 
inal 

Under the appropriation of last year a new slide has been built at the Portage du 
Fort, which has been perfectly successful in its operation, and new booms have been 
placed at Chain Rapids on the Madawaska. 


co 
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Besides the ordinary repairs now necessary to put the slides in good working order 
for next season, it is advisable that provision should be made for some new works in 
connexion with the existing ones, which have been recommended by the superintendent 
as necessary improvements for the protection of property, and for diminishing the risk 
and expense of passing some of the slides. For works at the Calumet 2801., at the Moun- 
tain 440/., Chats 210/., and at Barratt’s Chute on the Madawaska 200/.,—in all 1,130/.,— 
will be required. See Statement No. 9. 

The attention of the Commissioners having been drawn to the extensive but unem- 
ployed water-power afforded at the Chaudiere Islands, at Bytown, by the numerous 
applications they had received for the use of it, they caused a careful survey of these 
islands to be made, and a plan to be prepared, by which this power may be brought into 
successful operation. The Chief Commissioner visited the locality lately for the purpose 
of examining into the proposed arrangements and maturing the plans. These, with the 
conditions of sale, and all other preliminaries having been decided on, the water privi- 
leges, and the building lots, have been advertised for sale at public competition at 
Bytown, on the Ist October next. From the anxiety manifested for securing privileges, 
the Commissioners confidently anticipate from this disposal of vacant lands and wasted 
power the most beneficial results to the future prosperity of Bytown and its vicinity. 

‘But in order to bring this power within the reach of individual enterprize, it will be 
necessary, in connexion with this scheme, to incur the expenditure of 1,4001. in the con- 
struction of head-gates, dams, and bridges; a sum which, however, will be more than 
repaid by the proceeds of the sales and water-rents in one year. 


St. Maurice Works. 


The works on this river were commenced as soon as arrangements could be made for 
that purpose. On the return of the chief engineer of the department in November last, 
from his inspection of the works on the Ottawa and Trent, he was sent to the St. Maurice, 
accompanied by Mr. Simon J. Dawson, under whose superintendence the works were to 
be conducted. From‘ his examination and report, the Commissioners have thought it 
advisable to confine the expenditure to building slides of six feet in width for running 
single sticks, as most suitable for this river, and the probable character of the lumbering 
operations ; and that under the present appropriation, the improvements should not 
extend beyond the Falls of the Grand Mere, situated thirty miles from its mouth. The 
principal works will therefore be :— 


1. Slide-dam and booms at Grande Mére. 

2. Improvements at Hétre Rapids. 

3. Slide-dam and booms at Schawenegan Falls. 
4. Booms and pier at Grai Falls. 

5. Improvements at the Gabelle Rapids. 

6. Piers.and booms at Three Rivers. 


- During the last winter and spring, piers were built at the mouth of the river, booms 
made and stretched, and the works so far advanced by the opening of the river as fully 
to answer the purpose for which they were intended. They have held all the timber 
which came down the river. Before the close of the season they will be fully completed 
and in readiness for the operations next spring. 

A peir and booms were also built at Grai Falls, to turn the timber into the Middle 

Chute. This plan has thus far succeeded very well, and will undoubtedly answer every 

urpose. 

P In addition to the works thus brought into operation last spring, about 80,000 feet of 
pine timber has been got out for the works at the other stations, and so soon as the water 
has fallen to the proper level for getting in the foundations, the remaining works will be 
proceeded with, and the undersigned confidently expect they will be ready for use before 
the opening of the river next spring. From recent explorations of this river and its 
numerous tributaries, the Commissioners learn that the country which they drain abounds 
in pine timber of good quality, and that the expenditure in the construction of these 
slides will turn out a judicious and profitable investment. 


TRENT WORKS. 


The sides were placed in a good state of repair during the last fall and winter, and 
have passed all the timber this spring without any delay, but from the extreme high 
water, and the consequent failure of several mill-dams upon the tributary streams, the 
works have suffered more or less damage, yet nothing of a serious character. 

From the representations of certain parties engaged in lumbering on this river, respect- 
ing the necessity of attaching aprons to the slides as on the Ottawa, and of improving 
certain parts of the channel to render the passage of timber more safe, and thereby to 
reduce the cost of bringing it down, the Commissioners were induced to send their 
engineer to examine and report upon the proposed improvements. It appears that the 
improvements called for will probably cost 1,7501., and that they would undoubtedly be 
of very great service. Floating aprons are in constant use on the Ottawa, and with the 
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system of rafting on that river, are in fact indispensable. To make up for their absence 
on the Trent, lumbermen are obliged to follow the practice of “ withing-up” their timber, 
(i.e. to fasten every single piece to the traverses by “ withs,”) which operation has some- 
times to be repeated after the running of a slide, and from being a continual source 
of expense, they have expressed their willingness to pay an additional rate of toll pro- 
vided these improvements are carried out. On this condition the Commissioners are 
disposed to recommend the outlay, and have accordingly entered that sum into the 
estimates for this year. See Statement No. 10. 


INLAND WATERS. 


Newcastle and Colborne Districts—Although no revenue is derived from these works, 
they are still under the care of this department, and the Government incur the annual 
expense of maintaining them. This, for the past year (1851) was but trifling ; but 
during the last. spring, some of the works have suffered considerable damage from 
the floods, and the recklessness of some of the lumbermen. By the latter, a breach of 
sixty feet in width was made in the Buckhorn Dam, and a part of the bridge swept away. 
Some damage was also done to the lock at Whitlas, by a jam of floodwood and timber 
which rested on the dam, at the place where fender posts and guards had been placed to 
enable steamboats to pass the lock in safety. 

The Commissioners have not been able to dispose of any of these works, or of any of 
those upon the Trent, to municipalities or to private companies, but in the meantime they 
would recommend an expenditure of 2,500. in building a swing-bridge over the Scugog 
Lock, putting that lock in good working order, and repairing and gravelling the dams at 
Buckhorn and Bobcaygean, which works would have the effect of connecting Scugog and 
Sturgeon Lakes by a steamboat navigation, and opening up a communication from Windsor 
Harbour, on Lake Ontario, to the new townships in the rear of Sturgeon and Pigeon 
Lakes, and thus enable immigrant settlers, with their baggage, to be taken to their place 
of destination in a very short tme, and at a very moderate expense, and would tend much 
to promote the settlement of the Crown Lands in this part of the province. 


Port STANLEY. 


The piers have been carried out to the full extent provided for, under the existing con- 
tract with Mr. Cotton, but there has been some delay in raising the superstructure. 

The channel has been kept clear by occasional dredging, and every facility afforded 
which the confined state of the harbour admits of. 

The making of the contemplated interior basin, so indispensable to enable vessels to 
turn in, as well as to afford more accommodation to the increasing trade of this port, has 
been heretofore prevented by the cost which would have attended the obtaining the 
necessary land for it ; but negotiations are now pending, which it is hoped will result in 
removing this difficulty ; the cost of the basin, 7,5001., is to be payable from the revenue 


of the harbour as it accrues. 
BuRLINGTON Bay CANAL. 


The piers have been put in repair, and some parts of the channel dredged out, so that 
this canal has been kept in good order throughout the season. 

Some settlement has taken place in one of the piers, which may ere long call for ex- 
penditure, but at present it does not appear necessary to make any provision for it. 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


In accordance with the policy which has been pursued of late years by the Govern- 
ment, in reference to common roads and bridges, it will be seen from the Statement 
No. 3, that all the leading productive works of this nature have been sold, and according 
as the balances of existing appropriatians are expended upon those of an unproductive 
character, they will be delivered up to the local municipalities. 

The only roads sold in 1851, are the Chambly and Granby, and the Chambly and 
Longueuil road. No bridges have been sold this year. 


HARBOURS. 


The only harbours now under the care of this department are Port Stanley and 
Burlington Bay, which are considered as provincial works not to be disposed of. Whitby 
and Dover harbours were sold in 1850, and the Rondeau in 1851. 


PIERS BELOW QUEBEC. 


So soon after the appropriation for these works as arrangements could be made for the 
definitely fixing on their respective positions, the necessary surveys and examinations, &c. 
were undertaken, and when completed, no time was lost in advertising for tenders. 

The amounts voted being very limited for works of this description, and, in some 


instances, so much exposed, more than ordinary trouble and difficulty was encountered in 
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determining on their sites, so that the greatest amount of security and convenience might 
be obtained from the expenditure ; the undersigned trust that it will be found that this 
has been accomplished. 

A great number of proposals were received, of which the lowest were accepted. 

Engagements have been entered into for the construction of those on the north shore, 
with Mr. Baby. The contracts were signed on the 19th April last, immediately upon which, 
that gentleman proceeded with much vigour in the procuration of materials ; and the 
progress already made is such as to lead the undersigned to expect that these two piers 
will be satisfactorily completed within the period prescribed by the contract, namely, the 
1st day of November next. 

Contracts were entered into with Messrs. Rigny and Smith, for the construction of the 
Berthier, L’Islet, Pointe aux Orignaux, and Riviére du Loup piers, the periods for the 
completion of which, as required by the contracts, are, for Berthier, 1st July 1858, for 
L’Islet, Orignaux, and River du Loup, 1st August 1853, respectively. But little progress 
has been made in these works up to the present. A considerable portion of a raft of 
timber, destined for them, is stated to have been lost in transitu. 

Since the dates of the last reports, more exertions are being made by the contractors ; 
they have engaged the services of a competent person to conduct these works, and the 
materials are furnished in greater quantity, and of a better class. 


RIMOUSKI PIER. 


The cost of this pier, if contracted for at the rates of the lowest tender, would have so 
far exceeded the amount appropriated for it, that the undersigned had determined in 
not proceeding with the work, but to let it lie over until it should have been again 
brought under the consideration of the Legislature ; finding this to be the case, certain 
proprietors in its vicinity, unwilling to be so long deprived of the great advantages 
expected from it, came forward and offered to undertake its construction, for a sum about 
one fourth less than it would have cost at the rates of the lowest proposal previously made. 
The undersigned closed accordingly with Messrs. M. and E. Le Page, and the works are 
now in progress. 

There can be no doubt reasonably entertained, but that these piers will be not only of 
infinite importance towards the improvement of their several respective localities, but that 
they will tend materially to the accommodation and convenience of the shipping navi- 
gating the river. 

The proceeding with these works has already tended considerably to direct individual 
enterprise to the providing of steam-vessels suited to ply between Quebec and the Gulf, 
and the establishment of such a line will further greatly tend to facilitate the navigation 
of the river, as well as to develope the resources of an extensive section of the province, 
very capable of being rendered highly productive, although hitherto but little known, 
and to the opening up and importance of which scarcely. any public attention or expendi- 
ture has been heretofore directed. 

The undersigned are of opinion that the positions of these piers for which appropriations 
were made have been judiciously selected ; but, that the full anticipated benefit should 
be obtained for such expenditure, it will be found necessary, in some cases, to extend them 
further, and also to erect piers at some other places; but the Commissioners are not 
prepared to advise the erection of any others until the success of those now in course of 
construction has been ascertained. 


Liauts, &c. BELOW QUEBEC. 


An appropriation was made last session, for the erection of a lighthouse on Cape Rosier. 

The establishing of a direct steam communication between Quebec and Great Britain 
having been shortly after brought under the consideration of the Executive, it was deemed 
advisable to postpone the construction of the lighthouse until this important measure 
should be first decided on, as connected with it: it would be necessary to erect light- 
houses at the other points hereafter enumerated in this report, the whole of which. could 
be economically managed under the one establishment. 

The erection of the necessary accommodation for a gunner on the mainland, adjoining 
Manicouagan Shoal, with a gun to be fired half-hourly in thick weather, was also appro- 
priated for last session. A reconnoissance of Manicouagan Head was made during last 
month, the position fixed on, so that this work may be also advertised simultaneously 
with the Cape Rosier lighthouse. 


Pusiic BuILDINGs. 


Toronto.—Upon the removal of the public departments to Quebec, for the transaction 
of business in this city, the several buildings which had been occupied by them in Toronto, 
together with the Governor's residence there, were put under the general charge of 
Mr. Alfred Patrick, and a housekeeper was placed in each, for the purpose of attending 
to their heating, ventilation, and security. 
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The cost of the necessary fuel, payment of insurance, the salaries of the housekeepers, 
and a small expenditure upon repairs to the roofs, drains, &c., has been the only outlay 
which has been incurred on the several public buildings in Toronto. 

In the last annual report of this department, the very bad and insecure state of the 
Government House was pointed out, and it was recommended that it should be pulled 
down and a suitable residence for the Governor of the province erected on or near its site. 
This‘recommendation was approved of, and an appropriation of 10,0001. was made by the 
Legislature towards defraying the cost of its erection. An advertisement, calling on 
architects to furnish plans for it, has been generally inserted in the papers, and when the 
plans shall have been duly matured and decided on, it is proposed to contract for the work, 
so that the preparation of the materials may be proceeded with the ensuing winter. 

The lease of Elmsley Villa, which had been taken for the temporary residence of the 
Governor-General having expired, the premises were given up immediately on the removal 
of his Excellency to Quebec, and all further expenditure thereon has of course ceased. 


Post Office—An appropriation of 4,500/. having been made for the erection of a post 
office in Toronto, a suitable site was obtained for the sum of 1,187/. 10s. Plans were 
selected by the Postmaster-General, and a contract entered into, amounting to 2,9871. 
A supplementary estimate has been furnished by the architect, of various necessary items, 
extra of the contract, and amounting to the sum of about 5401. 


Montreal—Crown Lands Building.—The building at the west end of the Champ de 
Mars, purchased for the use of the Crown Lands department, has been appropriated to the 
temporary purposes of the geological survey and collection of minerals of the province. 
Little expenditure has been incurred upon it during the past year, beyond the cost of fuel, 
insurance, and some trifling repairs ; but a small outlay is required by the geologist to 
erect a, testing-furnace, and to provide some cases, shelving, &c. 


_ Old Government House—This building is now used for the holding of the courts, and 
the accommodation of public officers attached thereto, and also by the County Registrar’s 
department ; the sum of about 600/. was expended upon it during the year 1851, of this, 
about 201, was in small repairs, the balance being incurred in fitting up the courts for the 
temporary transaction of business, and it is accordingly charged to the account of the new 
eourt-house ; some of the out-offices are of a very poor description, and so soon as the 
courts can be held in the new buildings the undersigned are of opinion that it may be 
expedient to dispose of these premises. 


Monklands.—Was taken for the residence of the Governor of the province in the year 
1844, atthe rent of 1701. a year, for five years, on the expiration of which a new lease 
was entered into, at the rent of 4501, which will expire on the Ist May 1854, When the. 
Government removed to Upper Canada, the premises were leased by auction for the resi- 
due of the term, at a rent of 125/. per annum, leaving for that period an annual charge 
on the province of 325/. “Due notice has been given as to the giving up of the property. 


Jail.—Of the appropriation that was made in the year 1847, for the improvement of 
this jail, there has been expended up to 1st August instant, the sum of 1,322/., leaving a 
balance at that date of about 1,290/. to be then expended. 
~The alterations now making to the east wing of the building will importantly facilitate 
the safe and healthful keeping of the prisoners, and the better classification and manage- 
mént of them. The works are now carried on under the sole management of Mr. M‘Ginn, 
acting on direct instructions from this department. A considerable portion of the work 
is effected by convict labour, and too much praise cannot be given to Mr. M‘Ginn, for the 
efficiency of his arrangements, and the sound judgment with which he manages all that 
is entrusted to him. 

_ Besides the works, to cover the cost of which the appropriation was made, several 
others of an indispensable class have now to be provided for, such as the general pointing 
and repairing of the pediments, chimneys, and other exterior parts of the building, various 

lumbing work, repairs of roofs, &c., the heating and ventilating apparatus, &c., &c. 

he cost of executing all of which, together with that of finishing what was appropriated 
for, will be 2,600/. ; deducting from this amount the sum of 1,290/. (being the balance 
of the appropriation unexpended), the sum of, say 1,300/. should now be provided to 
cover these works. 

There is'a melancholy want of suitable day rooms and airing yards, although there is a 
considerable tract of unoccupied ground belonging to the jail. The undersigned would 
strongly recommend that this land should be enclosed with a proper wall, which, by 
making convict labour available, could be done for the sum of 1,200/. By this proposition 
being carried out, great additional means would be obtained for exercising and profitably 
employing the prisoners. 

Court House.—Several plans for this building having been furnished by architects, in 
pursuance of a public advertisement issued from this department, those submitted by 
Messrs. Ostell and Perrault were selected, and contracts for the masonry, cut stone. and 
carpenter's work were shortly after entered into with Messrs. La Berge and Co. 

During the early part of the present year, as the works advanced, sundry objections 
were raised by different parties to some of the details and arrangements ; these objections 
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at first were vaguely described,—generally appeared in the papers of thé day: under 
anonymous signatures, were not officially brought under the notice of the department, 
and, as it was well known that much professional jealousy existed with regard to the 
selection of the plans, the undersigned did not consider themselves called on to take any 
action ; especially as they were reluctant to interfere with plans and arrangements 
adopted prior to their coming into office. 

The affair, however, assumed a different shape, when certain written memoranda and 
reports, made by some of the members of the bench, the bar, and chief officers connected: 
with the courts, addressed to the Honourable the Attorney-General east, pointing out the 
necessity for considerable alterations, were laid by that gentleman before the Executive 
Council, and by their order transmitted to this department for examination and report. 

The several documents accompanying this reference were at once sent to the architects, 
and they were required, after having communication with the public officers by whom 
they were drawn up, to report their opinion and views thereon with as’little delay as 
possible. This report was shortly furnished, together with a corrected set of plans, 
showing various alterations recommended ; but as sufficient consideration had obviously 
not been given to them, and the plans as so amended were on all hands admitted to be 
still imperfect, and not likely to remove the objections to the original ones, eeoeeally as 
regarded their insecurity from fire of the basement story, in which all the public records 
are to be stored, and since farther advance with the works, as then progressing, would 
have created increased difficulty and expense in carrying out the necessary alterations, 
the undersigned were, with much reluctance, obliged to take the responsibility of sus- 
pending the works until they would be fully matured and decided on. This having been 
done, a meeting was had with the contractors, and arrangements made for the resumption 
of the works at once, and steps taken, satisfactory to both parties, for ascertaining the 
compensation to which the contractors may be found entitled in consequence of the tem- 
porary suspension of the work ; the amount of which will be more than amply compen- 
sated for by the greater security and convenience which the building will afford. 

The undersigned have fully satisfied themselves, after careful calculations, that the cost 
of this court-house, if built in accordance with the original plans, added to that of the 
many essential items indispensably necessary for the transaction of the business for 
which it is intended, but which were not provided for in the estimate, would have very 
far exceeded the sum stated as sufficient for its erection ; and they have every reason to 
believe that the plans as amended by them, and with the additional advantages they 
afford, will ultimately be found not to have entailed any extra expenditure. 


Normal School.—In connexion with the contemplated establishment of a normal school 
for Lower Canada, under the provisions of the Act 14 & 15 Vict. cap. 97, an Order in 
Council, dated the 13th instant, was passed and transmitted to this department for action. 
The substance of the Order was :—‘ That as the premises in the city of Montreal, known 
as ‘The High School,’ and then for sale, were represented by the Honourable the Pro- 
vincial Secretary to be the most suitable that could be selected, and that city a most 
eligible place for the location of said normal school, on account of its population, &c., 
the Honourable the Chief Commissioner of Public Works be authorized to purchase the 
building and premises, at a price not to exceed 4,500/. currency.” 

The building and premises were accordingly acquired for that amount, and instructions 
given for plans and estimates of the alterations and improvements necessary to adapt 
them to the purposes for which they were destined. 

The amount of the purchase and the first outlay on such alterations, &c. to be taken 
from the funds in hand, arising from the Jesuits’ Estates, as an investment at five per 
cent. 

Quebec.—To provide for the several departments on their arrival in Quebec, arrange- 
ments had been made with a view to the strictest economy, but it was found that the 
accommodation contemplated was not sufficient, and considerable additions became 
necessary. The following was ultimately adopted :— 


Chateaw St: Lewis.—This building was appropriated for the use of the Crown Lands 
department, with its subordinate branches, the Crown Domain and Jesuits’ Estates 
offices, the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, also the department of Public Works, and 
the Provincial Registry. 

Considerable more expenditure was incurred in the course of its alterations than could 
have been anticipated, owing to the decayed state its roof, floors, &c. &c. were found to 
be in. In the alterations, repairs, fixtures, &c. for these several departments, the sum 
of 2,'7801. 2s. 3d. has been expended. 


St. George’s Hotel—This building was taken on a lease of four years, at a rent of 4001. 
per annum, and a bonus of 4501. paid for immediate possession. The branches of the 
public service accommodated in it are :—The Governor-General and Executive Council ; 
the Governor-General’s Secretary and Chief Agent of Indian Affairs, and the Indian 
department ; both branches of the Provincial Secretary’s department, and the Attorneys- 
General, east and west. The sum of 1,7491. 10s. 11d. has been expended on necessary 
alterations, equipment, repairs, &c. 

Jones’ Buildings.—These two houses are devoted to the service of the Inspector- 
General’s department, including the Customs and Audit branches. The Receiver- 
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General’s department is also accommodated in them. The premises were taken on a 
lease of four years at a rent of 2401. per annum. The sum of 4122 has been expended on. 
alterations and equipment. 


Post Office Department.—For the use of this department a house was taken on a lease 
of four years, at a rent of 1251. per annum. 


Statistical Department, &e—A house has been taken for the accommodation of the 
Statistical department, and the Adjutants-General’s departments, east and west. The 
lease is for four years. The rent, 125/. per annum. The sum of 1511. 19s, has been 
expended on the alteration and equipment of it. 


From the foregoing it will be seen that, independent of the Chateau building, the 
necessity of providing sufficient accommodation for the several public departments required 
the following houses to be taken ; namely, the St. George’s Hotel, two houses of Mr. Jones’, 
one of Colonel Gugy’s, and one of Mr. Amiot’s; the aggregate annual rents of which amounts 
to 8901., which, at 6 per cent., represents a capital of say 15,0001. A large proportion of the 
expenditure that has taken place has heen on outfit, &., which will be available upon 
the departments being better provided for. The transaction of public business in several 
detached buildings is productive of much inconvenience and delay, and the present total 
insecurity of all the documents from fire is a matter highly deserving of consideration. 


Parliament Buildings.—A partial appropriation had been made for this work, but it 
was based on estimates in which were not comprehended a number of items indispensably 
necessary, not only for the full completion of the new wing, but for several repairs and 
alterations to the centre and other portions of the building, required to adapt it to the 
increased wants of the united Legislature. 

About the time that the exterior walls of the new wing had been carried up, the 
attention of the undersigned was drawn to the mal-arrangement of the plans for the 
internal divisions, and at the request of the Speaker of the Legislative Council and other 
members of the Legislature, a meeting took place in the building for the purpose of con- 
sidering the matter fully, the result of which was that the plans then about to be acted on 
were wholly abandoned, and others, prepared uuder the direction of the undersigned, were 
substituted, by the adoption of which a much more commodious and suitable distribution 
of the various apartments has been obtained. These alterations have not induced any 
increased outlay, as the cost of the new wing on the amended plans has not been greater 
than would have been that of the original plan. 

£ 8s @ 
The expenditure on the new wing, including also some 
partial repairs provided for in the original estimate, was 13,596 6 2 


But the following sums have been incurred on the items 
above alluded to as not embraced in it ; viz.—lst. Ex- 
tending and fitting up the library, so as to contain 40,000 
volumes instead of 15,000, including book-shelves, cases, 


&e. &e. - - - - - 500 0 0 
Ventilating apparatus, flues, &c. for new wing, and heating, 
&c. of centre building - - - - 600 0 0 


Draining around building to carry off surface-water, rain- 

water tanks, conducting-pipes, outside privies, foot-paths, 

and fencing - - - - 200 0 0 
Altering, enlarging, and fitting up the Hall of Assembly - 1,100 0 0 
Erecting a back addition to to the same, providing accom- 

modation for the Speaker and Clerk, waterclosets, &c. - 1,050 0 0 
Altering and repairing old building, converting former 

library into committee-rooms, and erection of an iron 


balcony to the river front - - - - 1,850 0 0 
Securing floor over Hall of Assembly, bracing and trussing 

the roof, and making some alterations for the museum - 300 0 0 
Gas-pipes, fittings, &c., Hall of Assembly and old portion 

of building, including turning on gas, and outside lights 650 0 0 
Blinds to all the windows - : - 262 19 0 
Furniture for the whole building, including hangings, 

carpets, decorations, &c. - - - - 4,782 0 74 
Sundry alterations and additional improvements made in 

the new wing, not estimated - - - 158 14 24 
Plans, superintendence, &c. - - - - 500 0 0 


£25,000 0 0 


A front approach, with revetment walls, and a suitable iron railing to enclose the 
entire, with the necessary gates, &c. is required, which is estimated at 1,5001. 


Albion Hotel.—This house was taken for the residence of his Excellency the Governor- 
General during the winter, pending the erection of the buildings at Spencer Wood. The 
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term was for six months, for which, and in consideration of the proprietor at once turning 
out and leaving the house fully furnished in every respect, the sum of 5001. was paid. 
The premises were given up at the expiration of the period. 


Spencer Wood.—A portion of the grounds, and the dwelling-house thereon, belonging 
to Henry Atkinson, Esq., were rented at 4501. per annum, for a period of four years, as a 
residence for the Governor-General of the province. A condition was attached to the 
lease that the Government should have the right to purchase the premises for the sum of 
8,000/., if notice to that effect was given before the 1st of May last. As the expenditure 
of a considerable sum was unavoidable to alter and enlarge the house and offices, to make 
them accommodate the establishment for which they were intended, the purchase was 
shortly decided on and effected. In the progress of the works, however, it soon became 
evident that the acquisition of a further portion of the lands of Spencer Wood was most 
desirable, namely, the ten acres immediately adjoining, and west of the ground first 
acquired, for the following reasons :—The west limit of the grounds purchased was within 
a few feet of the house and offices; a road was reserved by Mr. Atkinson along it, as a 
passage for the workmen to and from the Coves ; and for the whole extent of the south 
bounds, adjoining the Coves, a stripe was retained by that gentleman, on many parts of 
which erections of a most objectionable nature would probably in a short time be made ; 
the whole of which, it was evident, entirely destroyed the privacy of the grounds ; added 
to this, the entire of the garden and the chief ornamental part of the land were on the ten 
acres adverted to. Under all these circumstances, and as the price would have been 
every day enhanced, the undersigned recommended and obtained the authority of the 
Executive to purchase these ten acres for the sum of 2,0001., which included, also, the 
reserve stripe on the south side. The lot, as now possessed by the province, contains 
about seventy-eight acres, for which 10,0007. have been paid, a sum which cannot be 
eonsidered extravagant when the contiguity to the city and the unrivalled natural 
beauties of the grounds are taken into consideration. 

The arrangements and contracts for the alterations of the house and offices, made prior 
to the undersigned coming into office, would appear to have been governed by a desire 
for the strictest economy ; in aiming at this, however, the necessary extent of accommo- 
dation was not duly considered, and a great many essential matters connected with the 
repairs and alteration of the house and offices, approaches, drainage, &. &¢., were wholly 
omitted. The expenditure, therefore, has been much beyond the amount of the original 
estimates, owing, chiefly, as already stated, to the number of indispensable matters that 
had not been foreseen vr provided for in it ; and partly to the difficulty of foretelling 
what the expense will be of altering an old house to serve purposes for which it had not 
been built and was not suitable ; and the undersigned have not ceased to regret that the 
first step taken was not that of pulling it down. 

The insufficiency of the plans and mode of management appearing to the undersigned 
to require that a change should be made, they took steps accordingly, in the commence- 
ment of the present year, at which time an outlay of about 5,4001. had taken place in the 
house, and about 994/. on wells, cesspools, barns, guard-house, &c. ; adding to these the 
sum of 7511., subsequently expended in completing portions of the foregoing, not then 
done, it will appear that the outlay of 7,145/. had been incurred, the details of which are 
involved in the arrangements to which the undersigned had not been parties. 

The distribution of the rooms, entrances, passages, &c. according to the original plans 
was found very defective, in fact, so much so that the house could not, with any comfort 
or convenience, be occupied ; to amend which, and to secure the privacy of the domestic 
portion of it, as well as to afford proper accommodation for the reception of company, the 
undersigned considered an addition at the east end necessary, and having received 
authority, it has been erected, and the house thereby rendered very commodious. 

The cost of this wing, together with further alterations of the old house, enlarging 
drawing-room, and various fixtures, fittings, painting and papering throughout, is about 
2,370. The total sum expended on the dwelling-house, therefore, is as follows :— 


First, under and in connexion with the original contracts - - £6,151 

Secondly, under the management and by the direction of the 
undersigned - - - - - - 2,370 
Total on house - - 8,521 
oe 

The total expenditure on the premises generally is, viz. :— 

As above on the dwelling - - - - - 8,521 
On sundry exterior work as originally intended - - 994 


On the following items, alluded to as necessarily done, but which were 
not provided for in original estimate, viz. :— 
Sewerage round building, and from it, with additional water- 


closets, about - - . - - 290 
Repairing rain-water cisterns, boilers, pumps, sinks, and cisterns of 
old house - - - wel. = 06 


Enlarging, completing, and repairing stables, groom’s-room, harness- 
room, cowhouse, &c. - - - - - 222 
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Tron and wood fenving, repairing lodge, green-house, vinery, £ 

gardener’s house, including gates, and enlargement of barracks, 

as required by military authority - - - = 51,191 
Making roads, gravelling, building stone and brick-wall to garden, 

and sundry fixtures about the ground - - - - 1,362 
Plans, superintendence, &c. - - - - - 874 


£13,059 


The expenditure on this property, including roads, fences, drains, sewers, wells, cisterns, 
garden-walls, alterations and additions to the houses, building of barracks, barns &c., 
has amounted to the sum of about 13,0591. 

The premises are still very defective in a sufficient supply of water in dry seasons, to 
remedy which two large and cement-lined reservoirs or cisterns must be made, these and 
the completion of the fencing to enclose the grounds are the only matters of importance 
yet to be effected. 

Removal of the Public Depariments, &e—The amount paid to 21st August, is about 
11,1711., of this sum, there was paid for the removal of his Excellency the Governor- 
General and the offices of Government, and the freight of their furniture, and the furni- 
ture and documents of the several public departments, and of the Legislature, about 
8,5502. The balance was expended for stoves, office tables, carpets, &c. &e. 

Jail._—_Against the jail of this city may justly be advanced all the objections enumerated 
in the case of the Montreal jail, but in a much stronger manner ; however, as this is a 
subject that is more especially within the province of the inspectors of provincial prisons, 
the undersigned confine themselves to stating the expenditure that has taken place upon 
it under the direction of this department. The late removal of the guard furnished by 
the military for this buiding, made it necessary to increase the guard-house, so as to 
accommodate the jail guard now provided by the city. The sum of about 2391. 4s. 2d. 
has been expended in doing so. 

Court House.—Representations having been made to the executive by the officers of 
the courts, that the state of the court-house of this city was such as to require consider- 


‘able repairs, and a general cleaning, together with a supply of various matters of equip- 


ment, the action of this department was directed to it, and the sum of 5901. 15s. 7d. so 
expended. The building, however, is utterly inadequate to the present wants of the 
country. It does not afford, by any means, the necessary security from fire, or the re- 
quired extent of accommodation for the records and documents which the law makes it 
necessary to be deposited in it. The several officers are very insufticiently provided for, 
and the arrangements of the court-rooms, approaches thereto, judges’ chambers, Xc .&e., 
are very objectionable. The undersigned have had plans and estimates carefully pre- 
pared, which show the improvements of which it is capable, and the cost of effecting them. 
The plans have been submitted to the examination of the judges, prothonotary, Xc., who 
have expressed their full approval of them. The building, if so amended, will be found 
very commodious, and well adapted, in every respect, for the convenient and satisfactory 
despatch of business. The estimate amounts to 8,144. 15s. 10d., but it is to be observed. 
that of this amount, at least 2,165/. 19s. must be, under any circumstances, expended on 
external and other repairs, and at no future time could the proposed alterations and 
additions be so cheaply carried out. 

Marine Hospital—tThe attention of the Commissioners having been directed to the 
absolute want of repair, and the providing of some matters necessary for this building, 
an examination of it was made by an officer of the department, by which it is ascertained 
that the sum of about 3501. is required to be laid out on it. 

Provincial School of Navigation.—Instructions were received to examine the building 
in this city erected for a custom-house, but latterly occupied by the water police as 
a barrack, &c., for the purpose of reporting whether or not it was capable of being made 
to accemmodate the intended provincial school of navigation. It has been found to 
be well suited for such an establishment, on the limited scale that appears tobe con- 
templated from the amount of the appropriation, and its position is convenient for the 
purpose. A small brick building adjoining and standing on part of the custom-house 
ground, was purchased and fitted up for the water police, with lock-up cells, accommoda- 
tion for the magistrate and superintendent of police, for the sum of 2687. 7s. 6d., so that 
the school of navigation, when organized, can be at once put into possession. Some 
unimportant alterations may be found requisite, but it would not be advisable to under- 
take them until the opinions of the gentlemen to direct the establishment are first had. 

Court House and Jail, Aylmer—The works of this new building with the out-offices 
are completed, and the necessary furniture provided for the transaction of business. The 
erection of the surrounding walls are in progress. The contracts have been satisfactorily 
carried out. The amount expended to the Ist August instant, was 3,693/. 9s. 4d., and 
the sum required to finish will be about 1,700/. The ultimate cost of the building, 
therefore, with the necessary furniture, surrounding walls, gates, &c., will be about 5,4001., 
to be paid from the proceeds of certain fees by debentures as provided for by Act of 
Parliament. 
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Court House and Jail, Sherbrooke—An examination was lately made of these 
premises, for the purpose of ascertaining what amount of expenditure was required to 
secure a portion of the floors found to be giving way, and to re-build, or otherwise 
maintain parts of the surrounding wall now in a dangerous state, owing to sufficient care 
not having been taken with the foundations. To effect this, with some other repairs of 
less consequence, will cost 2961. 98. 10d. The very limited extent of ground attached to 
this building makes it highly desirable that an addition be made to it that would afford 
airing ground, so indispensable, and also the means of properly insulating the entire. 
The repairs of the floor and surrounding wall cannot be postponed: 


Court House and Jail; Kamouraska.—The sum of about 4001. was expended on this 
building during the year 1851. No outlay has taken place in 1852; but a presentment 
by the grand jury, as to the necessity of some improvements, was transmitted to this 
department, and by it referred to the superintendent of jails, as he was at the time on 
a general tour of inspection, and it is presumed that the matter will be embraced in that 
officer’s General Report. 


Rimouski Court House and Jail.—No expenditure has been incurred through this 
department since the date of the last Annual Report. : 


Grosse Isle.—The buildings connected with this quarantine establishment required 
some expenditure, prior to the opening of the season of navigation, to prepare them for 
the reception of such emigrants as it might be found necessary to detain there. The 
sum of 706/. 8s, 11d. was expended during the year 1851, and 2571. 6s. from the com- 
mencement of this year to the Ist August instant. The premises generally are now in as 
effective a state as the nature of their construction admits of, 


The undersigned trust that the foregoing, taken in connexion with the several fiscal 
statements to be found in the Appendix, will afford full and satisfactory information, as 
required by the Act, on the present state of all the works, the construction or maintenance 
of which has devolved on this department during the past year, the expenditure thereon, 
and the further amounts required to be provided on their account. 

They now proceed to submit their views and suggestions upon several matters which 
they regard as indispensable to the obtaining of the full benefits that had been expected 
from the past large expenditure upon the canals, &. of the province, and would tend 
most importantly to the advancement and full development of the resources of the 
country ; therefore highly deserving the notice and consideration of the Executive and 
the Legislature, 

From the statement of canal tolls it will be seen, that while the Welland Canal is 
yielding a return of 3/. 13s, per cent. on its cost, the St. Lawrence Canals are only yielding 
ll. 7s. per cent. 

Our predecessors, in their Report to your Excellency in 1848, pointed out what they 
believed a remedy for this deficiency in the revenue arising from the St. Lawrence Canals, 
by recommending a ship canal to connect the St. Lawrence with Lake Champlain, and 
stated, “that its early construction is imperatively called for to complete the chain 
of canals already in use, and to render them profitable as well as a convenience to the 
province.” 

In this recommendation the undersigned fully concurr, and beg to point out to your 
Excellency our reasons for believing, that until this work is constructed, our canals will 
fail to compete successfully with the Erie Canal and the railroads on. the south bank of 
the St. Lawrence, in the transport of property to and from the Atlantic seaboard in the 
United States, and with the Western States and Canada. 

The object of a canal to connect Lake Champlain with the St. Lawrence is to furnish a 
cheaper, quicker, and (from reduced transhipments) a more desirable route to the great 
trade which passes between tide-water in the Hudson River—the railroads of New 
England and the city of New York on the one hand, and the Western States and Canada 


on the other; and by so doing to bring traffic and tolls to the St. Lawrence Canals,. 


which, by the competition of the Oswego and Erie Canals, and Ogdensburgh and other 
Railroads, and the want of an efficient connexion between them and Lake Champlain, 
obtain scarcely any of the transit trade between the Atlantic and the Western States 
or, Canada. 

For this transit trade this canal will be a competitor with the Erie and Oswego Canals, 
the Erie, New York, Central, Ogdensburgh, and Cape Vincent Railways. If it can be 
shown to be as desirable a route for the “through trade” as either of those above- 
mentioned, its importance as an investment, as well as it influence on the costly canals of 
the St. Lawrence, cannot be over-rated. 

By furnishing a direct, cheap, and capacious communication between the great 
lumbering districts of the Ottawa, the Upper and Lower St. Lawrence, and the greatest 
lumber mart in the world—that of Albany and Troy—it will enhance the value of one of 
our staple exports, the importance of which is becoming annually greater ; the supply of 
which we-shall control almost exclusively, and for the cheap and expeditious transport 
of which, to the entrance of this canal, we possess, in our grand water communications, 
unexampled facilities, 
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By connecting Lake Champlain with the St. Lawrence upon an efficient scale, we open 
the districts upon that lake to the sea, vid Quebec, and afford them, through the Richelieu 
River, a shorter and cheaper route for imports of coal, iron, salt, fish, oil, &c., which 
articles can be laid down at Quebec at cheaper rates than at any other American port, in 
consequence of the large amount of tonnage entering inwards, in ballast, in pursuit of 
cargoes of timber. 

Having noted the object of this work, it will be proper to show what the trade is for 
which it will become a competitor. For this purpose all local or “way traffic” should 
be thrown aside, and that shipped from Lakes Erie and Ontario to the Hudson River, 
and vice versa, as shown by the returns of the New York State Canals for 1851, alone be 
taken into consideration. 

The “through tonnage” which arrived at the Hudson, and was shipped from the 


Western States or Canada, was as follows :— 
‘Fons. Value. 


Coming in by way of Buffalo - - 626,655 19,264,185 dollars. 
Do. do. Oswego - - - $840,338 7,664,130 _,, 
Do. do. Whitehall - - 80,691 1,457,662 _,, 

Totals - 1,047,684 28,385,977 ,, 


In the same year 47,107 tons arrived at tide-water by railroad, a small portion of which 
may be through traffic. In the 80,691 tons arrived vid Whitehall, are included the 
exports from Lake Champlain, which cannot be counted as part of the future trade of the 
proposed canal. Against this deduction, however, is to be set off produce received from 
the St. Lawrence for Lake Champlain consumptoin, or for Boston and the interior of New 
England, none of which can appear in the Whitehall Canal returns ; and likewise the 
whole through business of the New York and Erie Railroad. 

The “ down trade ” between the St. Lawrence and the Lakes on the one hand, and the 
Hudson River and the Eastern States on the other, may with safety, therefore, be set 
down at 1,000,000 tons of 2,000 Ibs., open to the competition of this canal. 

The merchandise which left the Hudson River for the Western States and Canada 
in 1851 was :— 


Tons. Value. 
By way of Buffalo - - - - 99,918 \ - 
Dic. Oswego : ‘ - - 74981 62,963,640 dollars. 
Do. Whitehall - - - 17,124 Not returned. 
- 192,023 


In addition to the above, 29,112 tons left by railroad, some of which may have been 
“through traffic.” In the case of the 17,124 tons which went by Whitehall, a deduction 
must be made for the portion left on Lake Champlain ; but when the exports from New 
England (vid Burlington and Rouse’s Point) to the west are taken into consideration, in 
connexion with the export “through trade” from New York vid the Erie Railroad, the 
up trade open to the competition of this proposed canal may be assumed at 200,000 tons 
of 2,000 lbs. 

The anticipated future increase of this “through trade 


» 


may be appreciated from the 


following :— 
“Through tonnage,” by Buffalo and Oswego (including Whitehall)— 
Down—In 1845 - 304,551 tons. Up - - 58,455 tons. 
Do. —In 1851 - 966,993 ,, Do... =. b+ 198,099 ;, 


The construction of railroads in the North-western States, at the rate of 1,000 miles 
per annum, must tend to increase this “through trade,” not only by increased local 
development, but by turning a large share of the Ohio and Mississippi trade to the lake 
route in preference to New Orleans, the trade of which by this competition has already 
been made stationary. 

Having shown the present magnitude and prospective increase of the trade between 
the extreme points which it would be the object of this canal to connect, by a more 
speedy, cheap, and capacious route, the next question is, what proportion of this trade 
may fairly be claimed for the route in question ? 

The Welland Canal has increased in a greater ratio than the Erie, and the Oswego 
route has progressed more rapidly than the Buffalo one, simply because it shortens the 
boat canal 154 miles, and increases the length of the voyage to the lake craft, without 
increasing the whole time of transport. 

The progressive increase in the up and down trade through Buffalo and Oswego is 
shown as follows :— 


Tons. Tons. 
1840 Buffalo, down trade 138,101 Oswego, down trade 20,047 
1845 Do. do. 233,133 Do. do. 110,318 


1850 Do. do. 498,611 Do. do. 275,247 
1851 Do. do. 626,655 Do. do. 340,338 
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Merchandise, U'p. 


Tons. ‘Tons. 


1840 Buffalo - - 18,863 Oswego - = 3,192 
1845 Do. - - 37,713 Do. - - 11,905 
1850 Do. - - 79,405 Do. - - 35,091 
1851 Do. - - 99,918 Do. = - 74,981 
Salt Trade, Up. 
1840 Buffalo - - 11,156 Oswego ~ = 22,481 
1845 Do. - - 10,877 Do. - - 32,596 
1851 Do. - - 15,042 Do. - - 56,871 


Some allowance must be made on the part of Oswego for the increased Canadian trade 
on Lake Ontario, but the progress of the tolls and traftic on the Welland Canal, while 
the trade of the St. Lawrence Canals is almost stationary, proves incontestably that the 
Welland Canal route is the favourite one for the American transit trade. 

There is, therefore, every reason to believe, that if a communication be perfected which 
will reduce the canal-boat navigation not 154 miles only, but 297 miles, with but one 
transhipment, and without lengthening the whole time of transit, its success will be as 
decided as that of the Welland. Even with equal conditions, equal time of transit, and 
equal cost of carriage, there is more certainty where the boat-canal navigation is reduced 
to a minium ; and, with such an immense trade afloat, any route which could offer equal 
facilities only would undoubtedly secure a fair share of the present and future trade, 
while in the case of the present canal it could not fail to receive the preference for the 
carriage of the food and manufactures between New England and the west, and for the 
transport of emigrants. 

The Ogdensburgh Road has carried between the opening of navigation and 24th July 
1852 the following, among other articles, from the River St. Lawrence :— 


Flour - - - - - 810,412 barrels. 
‘Wheat - - - - - - 210,120 bushels. 
Corn - - - - - + 155,279,0 4; 


This road carries flour from Ogdensburgh to New York, for 2s. per barrel, and from 
Hamilton as low as 2s. 3d. The whole cost of a barrel of flour from Lake Erie to New 
York by this route is about 8s. 3d., or as low as any other competing route. The portion 
of this price which is assigned to the road is a fraction under 10d. per barrel: the price 
from Rouse’s Point to New York being 1s. 3d., and from Whitehall 9d. per barrel. The 
present cost, therefore, from Ogdensburgh to Whitehall, is 1s. 3d. per barrel, and this is 
the “margin” which exists for payment of extra freight to a vessel continuing on, past 
Ogdensburgh to Whitehall. Now, 9d. per barrel would be ample additional freight to a 
cargo from Lake Erie or Ontario, to continue on through a ship canal to Whitehall. To 
compete, the railroad must come down from the present price of 1s. 3d. to 9d., 3d. of which, 
at least, must be given to the carrier on Lake Champlain, leaving only 6d. to the road to 
cover transport, storage, loading, and unloading. 

The avoidance of the two transhipments by the railroad route would compensate for 
the insurance down the St. Lawrence ; and with respect to time—if the rapids become 
the route for freight, as they now are for mails and passengers—a cargo could be delivered 
sooner by the proposed canal than (with the loading and unloading) it could be by 
“vail.” 

The competition of the “rail” for the “down trade ” is not therefore to be feared. 

With respect to the capability of this route as a competitor with the Erie Canal— 
decidedly the best existing route between the Hudson and the west—it appears from the 
official report of the New York Canals, that the average tonnage of a boat between Buffalo 
and Albany in 1851 was seventy-eight tons, the time required averaged eight and a half 
days, and the cost of transport, including toll, averaged forty-nine cents, of which twenty- 
three and a half cents is toll, leaving twenty-five and a half cents, or 1s. 34d., for freight. 
The lowest “freight ” was in August, when it was only 1s. O¢d., and the highest was in 
November, when it reached 1s. 10d. per barrel. 

Starting from Cleveland there is freight to Buffalo—transhipment at Buffalo—forty- 
nine cents for carriage to Albany, and freight from Albany to New York. The average 
cost from Cleveland to New York of a barrel of flour could not be “placed” under 3s., 
which could, therefore, be the average price charged vid the proposed canal. It has been 
already seen that 9d. is the cost of a barrel from Whitehall to New York ; there remains, 
therefore, 2s. 3d. to cover freight and tolls from Cleveland to Whitehall. 

If the tolls on the New York Canals were abolished altogether, the average freight from 
Cleveland to New York would be thirty-six and a half cents, and from Whitehall to New 
York, eleven and. a half, which would leave to the carrier twenty-five cents, or ls. 3d. 
currency, from Cleveland to Whitehall, without toll; or equal to a freight of 1s. 8d. paying 
the present rates of toll on the Welland and St. Lawrence Canals, 

With return cargo a net freight of 1s. 3d. per barrel would be a remunerative price. 

In point of time, a freight steamer from Cleveland descending the rapids to Lake St. 
Louis, would deliver her cargo in four and a half days at Whitehall, from whence it 
would reach Albany in one and a half days more: making six days time, against nine 
days by Buffalo and the Erie Canal. 


CANADA. 
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Thus far the question has been viewed without reference to the probable enlargement 
of the canal from Whitehall to Troy. 

The certainty that this enlargement must follow the appearance of brigantines and 
500 ton steamers at the foot of Lake Champlain, coming from Lakes Michigan, Huron, 
Erie, and Superior, forms one of the strongest inducements to the construction of this 
canal. The infiuence of the city of New York would at once effect this enlargement ; 
and when a route is opened which will admit of “ through transport” without tranship- 
ment between the great commercial emporium of America and the Lakes, such a route 
cannot fail at once to take the lead of all existing or passable communications, during 
the season of navigation inland. 

The cost of a canal of suitable dimensions, to connect the waters of the St. Lawrence 
with Lake Champlain, is estimated at 46,000/—an expenditure, which, it is confidently 
believed, would be amply compensated for by the certainty of the large increase of 
revenue which would result from it ; as well directly, as by its tendency to bring into 
full play all the other existing canals on the St. Lawrence, at present comparatively but 
little used. 

As much has been said and written about railway competition, it deserves some notice. 
At Cape Vincent and Ogdensburgh, two railroads have already appeared to divert trade 
from the St. Lawrence Canals, and others will undoubtedly follow. It has been proved, 
that railways carry certain articles at rates which are wholly unremunerative, and at 
which they lose money, with the object of building up their terminal points, obtaining a 
return trade, and the increased passenger travel due to a large trade ; and from these last 
they hope to earn their dividends. 

The actual cost of railway transport is undetermined, varying as it must with the 
nature of the road and its traffic. Compared with such navigations as the St. Lawrence, 
the charge for railroad transport over long distances must always be higher, to yield a 
profit, than that by water; but where the water-route avoids transhipment and its 
necessary delays, the railroad is at still greater disadvantage. 

Moreover, the want of comparative capacity for a trade of the magnitude and rapid 
progress of the one under consideration, must remove all anxiety for our canals on the 
question of railway competition. 

The State Engineer of New York, in his annual Report of February 1851, says :— 

“Tt would require six double-track railroads, having other traffic from which to earn 
dividends, to perform the business of the Erie Canal in 1850. The above business would 
require an outfit of 10,000 cars and 400 engines, costing say, 9,000,000 dollars ; and, if 
confined to one road, would require the daily arrival of four and a half miles of trains, 
to be loaded, unloaded, and sent back, supposing each train and each car to be fully loaded. 
All the railroads built, and in course of construction, to connect Baltimore, Philadelphia, 
New York, and Boston with the west, would be over-burthened if freights equal in amount 
to that of the Erie Canal should be thrown. upon them.” 


LuMBER TRADE. 


The amount of sawed lumber which reached the Hudson River in 1851 was 427,000,000 
feet, or 711,731 tons, valued at 7,200,000 dollars. 

Of this amount at least 200,000 tons was exported from Canada, almost every ton of 
which could be transferred to the Lake Champlain route. The day cannot be far 
distant when at least 1,000,000 of tons of sawed lumber will be required for the Hudson 
River market, and when the proportion sent from Canada will reach 500,000 tons, the 
tolls on which single article, through this canal, will pay the interest of at least one half its 
cost ; besides sawed lumber, (only alluded to above,) great quantities of railroad ties and 
shingles, timber, staves, and fencing, would pour through this route for the supply of the 
populous districts south of it. 

The opening of a route, giving direct connexion between New York city and the 
Lakes, would build up the Canadian towns on Lakes Ontario and Erie as exporting ports, 
not only ofthe country behind them, but of American produce in transit from Lake 
Huron, and would afford a route for return freights, unsurpassed by any other. 

In connexion with the construction of a canal to connect the waters of Lake Champlain 
with the St. Lawrence, we would direct attention to the present state of the canal 
navigation on the Ottawa. 

The Rideau and Grenville Canals, now owned and managed by the Ordnance 
department, under imperial direction, connect Kingston with Montreal by interior 
navigation, vid Bytown, the only provincial work on the route being the lock at 
St. Ann’s, which is of the same size as the locks on the Beauharnois and Lachine Canals. 
The locks on the Rideau and Grenville Canals are 134 by 33 feet, except three locks on 
the Grenville Canal, which are 100 by 19 feet. ‘The enlargement of these three locks on 
the Grenville Canal is a matter of great importance as a means of cheapening transport 
on the Ottawa, and would cnable a vessel of at least 300 tons to load on the Rideau Canal, 
or at Bytown, and proceed direct to Whitehall without breaking bulk. 

The undersigned believe that at a very moderate cost the Rideau Canal could be 
connected with the Chauditre Lake, above Bytown, by a short canal of about five miles, 
or by the improvement of the river, and they would therefore recommend that authority 
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should be obtained to make a survey and an estimate of the probable expense of the 
enlargement of the three Grenville Locks referred to, the connexion of the Rideau Canal 
with the Chauditre Lake, as well as the expense of connecting the navigation on Chats 
Lake with the Chaudiére, or by the improvement of the river, as may be found most 
advisable. 


OCEAN STEAMERS. 


A contract has been completed (subject to approval by Parliament) with an eminent 
firm in Liverpool, by which a line of powerful screw steamers, of not less than 1,500 tons 
burthen, and capable of carrying 1,000 tons of cargo, will commence running on the 
opening of the navigation next. spring, between the ports of Liverpool and Quebec and 
Montreal, every fortnight during the season of navigation ; and to Portland, in the State 
of Maine, during the winter months, at a cost of 24,0000. sterling per annum, for fourteen 
fortnightly trips to the St. Lawrence, and five monthly trips to Portland ; or for 16,0000. 
sterling, for twelve monthly trips. The St. Lawrence and Atlantic Railroad Company, 
in Canada, the Atlantic and St. Lawrence Railroad Company, in the United States, and 
the city of Portland, pay to the contractors a sum of 5,000/. sterling, as part of the above 
sums ; leaving the annual cost to the province, for the period of the contract, to be 
19,0001. sterling, for the fortnightly line to the St. Lawrence, and monthly line to 
Portland in winter ; or the sum of 11,000/. sterling, should the line run only once per 
month to the St. Lawrence, during navigation, and once per month to Portland, in 
winter. The contract is to extend over a period of seven years, to commence from the 
starting of the first steamer from Liverpool. The cabin passage shall not exceed the sum 
of 210. sterling, the second cabin the sum of 12/. 12s., and the steerage passage the sum of 
61. 6s., and to be found in everything required. The rate of freight from Liverpool not to 
exceed 60s. per ton measurement, nor the freight of produce to exceed the current rates 
demanded by sailing vessels. 

It is believed that the establishment of this line of steamers from Liverpool will have 
the effect of diverting, through the St. Lawrence, a part of that vast stream of emigration 
destined for the Western States, which now pours into the Atlantic cities of the United 
States, and of turning public attention to the superior facilities now existing on the 
St. Lawrence for transport of freight and passengers. Upwards of 300,000 emigrants 
arrived in 1851 at the port of New York. These emigrants arrived in 2,211 vessels, 
measuring, on the aggregate, over one million of tons. The return freight of these vessels 
to Great Britain consists chiefly of flour and grain, and the competition among so large a 
number has reduced the prices of freight to more than one half of the average rates of 
former years. The rates of freight from Quebec to Great Britain are about 100 per cent. 
higher than from New York, which is to be accounted for by the fact that the great bulk 
of the ships coming to Quebec arrive in ballast, carrying no emigrants, and the home 
freight alone has to remunerate for two voyages. The influence, therefore, of emigration 
in reducing the expenses of transport of our great agricultural staples, and in promoting 
the interests of our railroads and canals, by which they will be brought to shipping ports, 
ought not to be overlooked, but on the contrary, every means should be adopted to secure 
such vast advantages. The cheap, speedy, and commodious accommodation for passengers 
afforded by this line of steamers will do much to turn attention to the St. Lawrence 
route. where, on the arrival of the ocean steamer or sailing vessel, the emigrant may be 
met by large and comfortable steam vessels, in which, without transhipment, he can be 
carried to any port on any of the upper Lakes. It is believed, however, that this line of 
steamers will only be a commencement of this trade, and that, under a policy of freedom 
from all restriction in our navigation, the route by the St. Lawrence will annually grow 
in public favour. 

Arrangements have also been made with the contractors for the circulation in Britain, 
and in other parts of Europe, of such books, pamphlets, or maps relating to Canada, as 
the Governmént may see fit to send for that purpose, and also to have the same translated 
into any desired language and distributed, without any other charge than the cost of 
printing. Some such course as this is actually necessary, from the great ignorance pre- 
valent abroad as to the mineral and agricultural resources of Canada, and of her progress 
and advantages as a place of settlement. 

The contractor is also obliged to carry a mail and a mail-officer, free of all other charge 
than the sums already named. From extensive inquiry, we believe that a safe route 
exists for steamers and sailing vessels through the Straits of Belle Isle. The distance from 
Liverpool to Quebec, coming through these Straits, is nearly 400 miles less than from 
Liverpool to Boston, which, in conjunction with smooth water from the Straits to Quebec, 
will enable a saving to be made of fully two and a half days in the voyage; and as the 
English mails usually arrive in Quebec some thirty-six to forty-eight hours after their 
arrival in Boston, there is no good reason why the proposed line of steamers should not 
be able to deliver their mails in Quebec and Montreal in less time than they are now 
delivered coming through American territory, and with vessels of the same speed as those 
now plying to Boston and New York, why the mails from England, with railroads from 
Quebec to Detroit, should not only be delivered throughout Canada in less time than at 
present, but that this would also be the best route for the mails destined for the Eastern 
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and Western States. To make the route, however, through the Straits of Belle Isle 
effective, more lighthouses are required. At present there is only one light from Quebec 
along the whole north shore to the entrance of the Straits of Belle Isle, a distance of some 
800 miles. It is, therefore, recommended that a light be placed on Belle Isle, one at Cap 
Normand, one at Forteau Bay, one on the west point of Anticosti, one on the north shore 
of Anticosti, and another on the main north shore nearly opposite. Authority for the 
erection of some of these lights would have tu be obtained from the Government of New- 
foundland. These, with the other lights for which appropriations have already been made, 
willdo much to improve the navigation of the Lower St. Lawrence, and lessen the cost of 
insurance on both ships and cargoes, in all of which improvements none are so much 
interested as the agriculturists of Canada. 


TuG-Boats ON THE St. LAWRENCE. 


The contract which was entered into in the spring of 1851 for a line of tug-boats on the 
St. Lawrence, at a cost of 1,750/. for the season, was not more successful than in 1850, 
although greater stringency was introduced into the terms of the contract. Much com- 
plaint was made against the contractors for detention, and for the insufficiency of the 
steamers employed ; and after due inquiry, the undersigned, believing that the line had 
failed in the object for which it was established, deemed it proper to throw open the 
towing of vessels to private enterprise, under the conviction that the cheapest and most 
efficient means of transport on the St. Lawrence would thereby best evolve itself. The 
results show that even under unfavourable circumstances, from the late opening of the 
canals, and from the great bulk of the vessels being then at the east end of them, the free 
system without bounty has worked more favourably than that, so supported, did last 
season, inasmuch as that a larger tonnage of freight has been moved daily, and a lower 
rate of freight reached earlier in this than in the preceding year, as will be seen on 
reference to Statement No. 11, in the Appendix. 


RAPIDS OF THE St. LAWRENCE. 


In the last Report by this department the Commissioners stated, in reference to the 
improvements of the rapids of the St. Lawrence, their full conviction of the importance 
of effecting them ; but, that as they did not consider the sum of 15,000/., which they were 
estimated to cost, sufficient, they were not disposed to recommend any outlay until after 
further examination, and the real amount of expenditure was fully ascertained. 

During the present season this necessary further survey and examination was under- 
taken, and although not yet fully completed, it is so far advanced as to enable the 
engineer of the department to make an ad interim report (to be found in the Appendix), 
together with an estimate which amounts to 30,0001. the expenditure of which sum the 
undersigned are of opinion would be fully compensated for by the obtaining of a safe and 
facile channel, throughout which vessels drawing ten feet of water could navigate. 


PROPOSED CANAL AT THE SAULT STE. MARIE. 


Public attention has been of late drawn to the subject of the construction of a canal to 
avoid the falls of the Sault Ste. Marie, and to otherwise improve the navigation between 
Lakes Huron and Superior, and it was repeatedly alluded to in the last session of the 
Legislature. 

Much difference of opinion exists as to what is really required to be done; some consider 
that the canal alone is wanted, others represent that a good deal of improvement is 
necessary in the river and in Lake St. George ; among the latter is one of the undersigned 
(Mr. Killaly), who made a preliminary survey, but as his instructions were confined to 
the work immediately necessary at the Sault, the other improvements required in the 
river were only generally referred. to. 

As full and explicit information on these points was obviously necessary before any 
proposition could be prudently made, a survey has been undertaken by this department, 
with the authority of Council, so that the matter might be satisfactorily laid before the 
public. The survey is not yet completed, but an ad interim report by Mr. Keefer, the 
engineer of the department, entrusted with the direction cf it, is to be found in 
the Appendix. The report is accompanied by a general map and appropriate estimate, 
the latter amounting to the sum of 120,0000. 

Although strong doubts may, and it is believed, do exist as to the immediate trade, 
through a canal at the Sault Ste. Marie, being sufficient to defray the interest on its cost, 
and the expense of its maintenance and management, yet it is to be considered, that the 
commerce of the vast region bordering on Lake Superior can only be opened up by its 
construction ; that by it would be added to the already unrivalled navigation of the 
St. Lawrence and its lakes, now available, a further direct length of at least 500 miles, 
or, measuring the coasts of Lake Superior, of not less than 2,000 miles, and that such a 
canal would tend to the increase of trade on the lower canals, The undersigned therefore 
regard its construction, and the proper time for embarking in it, as questions highly 
deserving the consideration of the Government and the Legislature. 
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GRAND RIvER NAVIGATION. 


In the commencement of July last, several documents connected with this navigation 
were referred by the Honourable the Provincial Secretary to this department for report ; 
the object of which was to urge the Government to recommend to Parliament the 
assuming the Grand River navigation as a provincial work : the chief inducement to which, 
according to these documents, was, that a very large proportion of the Indian funds had 
been invested in it; that the state of the navigation was such as to require immediate 
and considerable repairs and further improvement—without which, it is apprehended, 
that the funds so invested will be sacrificed. 

The undersigned reported, that the subject was one which, in their opinion, was ex- 
pressly a matter for the consideration of the Finance Minister ; and, in order to enable 
that officer to judge as to the expediency of so assuming the navigation, they recom- 
mended that a minute survey and examination be made of it, by the officers on the 
Welland Canal establishment, accompanied by a full report on the present state of the 
works, the cost of repairing them effectually, and the probable effects which the construc- 
tion of the three lines of railway, now in progress in its vicinity would have upon its 
revenue. The authority for this survey has been lately received, and directions have 
been given to have it proceeded with. Until the information to be had from it is received, 
the undersigned are not prepared to express any opinion as to the propriety of assuming 
the works. 


Marin Trunk LINE oF RaAtway. 


The undersigned have only further to add that the Railroad Commissioners having 
requested them to permit Mr. Samuel Keefer, the engineer to this department, to make 
an examination and report upon the several lines of railroad now in progress, and in aid 
of which the provincial guarantee is to be given, the services of that gentleman were 
accordingly placed at their disposal for that purpose. Mr. Keefer has already examined 
the routes of the Great Western and of the Toronto and Huron Roads. The line and 
mode of construction of the former, he states to be satisfactory in every respect ; with 
those of the latter he had occasion to find much fault; but as several of the matters to 
which he objected have been or are being rectified, and the directors show every disposi- 
tion to adopt the arrangements suggested by the results of his visit, the undersigned have 
every reason to believe that it will tend importantly to ensuring the better management 
of and improvement in the work for the future, in which both the proprietors and the 
public are deeply interested. 


All the foregoing respectfully submitted. 


JoHN YOUNG, 
Chief Commissioner of Public Works. 
Hamitton H. KInaty, 
Assistant Commissioner of Public Works. 


Department of Public Works, Quebec, 
August 1852. 
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APPENDIX to the Report of the ComMMISSIONERS of PuBLIC WorKS 


(1.) 
STATEMENT of the Productive Works of Canada, under charge of the Department of Public Works, showing the Cost of the Construction thereof, to January 1, 1852; the 
Expenditure for the year 1851; also, the Cost incurred for Collection, Repairs, and Management, and the Amounts of the Gross and Net Revenue, for the year 1851. 


. , Cost of Collection, Repairs, and Management, Loss, 
Cost of Construction, to January 1, 1852. ey Gross Revenue in 1851. * i : 
, ’ Expended in 1851, in 1851, pes Net Revenue Expenditure 
yee SEs, but included in me * ae being more than 
‘ore the ince the A a ¢ airs an 
Union, Weise. Total Cost. foregoing column.! Fyrom Tolls. | From Rents. Collection. Se ceanean Total. the year 1851. | eho Reverie: 
CANALS. £ ae £ s. d.| £ s. d. £ sd, se oe: 3 & ig, id: a ee Bs d. wey eS Sore is od fe; wd, || 
Welland - - - - 423,223 18 4 985,792 5 2) 1,409,016 3 6 30,968 10 10 | 48,556 14 5] 1,903 12 3 7193-9 12,897 8 11] 13,116 12 8 | 37,343 14 0 — 
St. Lawrence, General - - - - 10,451 1 2 - - - 2,937 9 8 {| 21,112 15 3] 1,699 16 3 1,412 17 8 10,498 12 2] 11,911 910] 10,901 1 8) — 
Williamsburgh - - - - - - 252,918 3 6 - - - 1,506 11 1 _— —_— _ _ _ — 1 sa 
Cornwall - - - - 362,134 11 10 94,677 16 4 - - - 5,761 9 10 — — oo — — — | _ 
Beauharnois - - -| - - - 332,946 19 9] - - - 4,781 5 0 _ — _ _- _— _— — 
¥achins’ + = 2". 99,601 0 9] 398,101 1 4 | 1,550,88014 8] 21,715 10 5 = = — as = = | a 
St. Ours - - = ~ - = - 36,138 8 Il 36,138 8 11 3,470 2 1 65 2 7 a) 50 0 0 271 6 6 321 6 6 - 4 2 374 0 8 
Chambly - - - - 80,610 7 11 16,863 6 3 97,473 14 2 9,905 19 2 1,816 14 8 28 5 0 164 6 1 1,798 10 4 1,962 16 5 | 
Burlington Bay - - 31,089 0 5 50,956 14 3 82,045 14 8 2,320 0 0 4,114 5 1 - - - 190 15 0 203 16 1 394 11 1 8,742 10 10 ! — 
St. Anns - - - - 4,965 0 1 17,797 15 1 22,762 15 2 91° 9" 10 701 17 3 - - - 7114 5 Tree 1 Ss 190 15 7 YY tes - 
| 
Sues, &c. | 
Otigwat ss \ re. ps Sea gcenht 4 E 83,330 1 5 83,330 1 5 449 9 7 rage be bile come eee 270 7 4 1275 12 9| 1,546 0 1| 5,319 8 0| a4 
Trent and Newcastle District 41,295 0 3 74,411 7 8 115,706 7 11 2519 O 933 19 2 - - - 160 9 6 731 4 1 891 13 7 42 5 7 | _ 
St. Maurice - - -| - = - 5384 10 0 534 10 0 584 10 0 _ —_ _— — _ —_ | — 
Harzour. 
Port Stanley = - « - - - 21,125 12 8 21,125 12 8 2,342 17 10 1,215 15 11 - - - - - - 996 13 2 996 13 2 319 2 9 _ 
BripGEs. 
Bytown - - - - = - - 16,612 3 11 16,612 3 11 - - - 7038 1 2 - - - 44 0 0 - - - 44 0 0 659. 1 2 —_— 
LigutHouses. 
Inland - = - - | Not ascertained - 12,741 15 0 12,741 15 0 1,874 4 11 937 610] - - = | See Statement |No. 4. _ _ _ 


£| 1,042,918 19 7 | 2,405,399 2 5 | 3,448,318 2 oO 88,185 9 3 87,023 0 5] 3,631 13 6 3,083 13 9 28,292 5 2] 31,375 18 11] 58,7388 5 8 374 0 8 


Department of Public Works, Quebec, August 1852. THomas A. BEGLy, Secretary. 
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(2.) 
STATEMENT of the Unproductive Works of Canada, under the charge of the Department of 


Public Works, showing the Amounts expended thereon by that Department during 
the year 1851, and the total Amounts expended to Ist January 1852. 


Amounts expended | Amounts expended 


Works. previous to the during the year Total, 
Ist January 1851. 1851, 
Pusiic Bur.pines : & “8 @ £ Sa, £ Sod. 
General Expenditure - - 10,679 19 2 - - - 10,679 19 2 
At Toronto, Parliament House, Govern- 
ment House, and Elms- 
ley Villa - - 15,007 10 4 1,555 11 8 16,568 2° 0 
Post Office - -| - - - L719 7% 4 1,719 7 4 
Montreal - Court House’ - - $83 2) 2 10,858 5 10 11,241 8 O 
Gaol - - 1165 652 14 7 664 10 O 
Old Government House - | - - - 20 15 3 2015 3 
Crown Lands - -| - - - 1610 9 16 10 9 
Monklands “ - 10,897 10 11 325 0 0 11;222 10: 11 
Sundries - -| - - - 944 11 6 244 11 6 
Quebec - Chateau St. Lewis -| - - - 1,518 18 6 1,518 18 6 
St. George - -| - - - 1.413" 19 6 1403 1 6 
Parliament House -| - - - 9,569 8 9 9,569 8 9 
Spencer Wood - - - - 4,925 16 O 4,925 16 O 
Marine Hospital es - LSOMIL SO 189 11-0 
Court Houses and Gaols: 
Aylmer - $16 12 11 1,601.16 5 1918 9 4 
Kamouraska - = | @yvi,820 08 7 394 3 5 2,214 12 O 
General - 6,979 17 5 43 11 10 7,023 9 8 
Sr. Lawrence Towage - - 9,750 0 0 17000. 0 4,500 0 O 
Landing Piers -| - - - 271 1e< 3 Wit oo oo 
Emigration - Sheds - - 83,788 5 11 205 0 O 33,993 5 11 
Gross Isle - - 6,818 19 2 706 8 1l 6,020 8 1 
ARBITRATIONS Sundries - - 18,859 9 8 - - - 18,859 9 8 
Surveys - Sundry - - 722 12 10 1,105 10 1 1,828 2 Il 
Removats - To Toronto - - 7,341 9 6 168 16 1 Wgal0 ob aT 
To Quebec ~ -| - - - 8,714 9 5 8,714 9 5 
£ | 114,872 14 0 47,971 4 1 |162,873 18 1 


Department of Public Works, Quebec, 
August 1852. 


Tuomas A. Buazy, 
Secretary. 


(3.) 

STATEMENT of the Public Works which have been sold or given up by the Government, 
and of those which it is intended should be sold or given up; showing the Amounts 
expended in their construction by the Departinent of Public Works, and the 
Amounts for which they have been sold; also, the Revenue, if any, derived 
therefrom in the year 1851. 


Amounts expended in 1951, Total Expenditure | Revenue, Amounts for 
Works. in Construction, if any, which the Works 
From From Tolls | to January 1852. in 1851, have been sold. 
Appropriations. | for Repairs. 
RoADS SOLD OR GIVEN | £ 8s, d. eS Be Gall) ao 1 Rs PBA Seay! U7 Bets Ae 98 Be she 
UP. 

North Toronto > GSI eee eee 9 7 6| 40,854 11 5 
East Toronto - - » aren lire ep Ben, 6,608 O 8 - = -]| 75,100 0 O 
West Toronto - ames Prame Cia hal Oe hs le - - 
Rice Lake - ont se ue) is 7286. 13° Bil, 97,286) GT bie en 4,600 0 O 
Hamilton and Brantford} - - - |15014 3] 9,988 6 9/- - -| 927,100 0 oO 
London and Brantford 613 18 $22 7% 9) (50,506. 16 "= =" 6,100 0 O 
Hamilton and Dover - | 458 13 0| 87 14 3] 46147 11 7/- - - 7,700 0 O 
Dundas and Waterloo- | - - - 66 210] - = aejis |) = <1) 26000) Ob 0 
Kinyston and Napanee yal eer = Rar 62 VT 2h = - - [= - -/| 15,400'0 0 
Londonand PortStanley| - - = OVS) 245678" Sill len we = 4,500 0 O 
Chambly.and Granby -| - - - |94013 2] 22,961 6 4] 345 0 6 | Nominal. 
Chambly andLongueuil | - - - {201 2 8] - - = Pala: 8. 1 150 0 0 
Queenston and Grimsby - se Call ty Si), VA Z eS: Sul = 5c, 1,000 0 O 
West Gwilliambury -| - - - [= - -]{ - - a 550 0 O 
Cascades Soe mene eer ne 2022 eee Ml lear oe mt Given wpe 
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Works. 


ROADS SOLD OR GIVEN 
up—continued. 
London and Chatham - 
London and Port Sarnia 


Amounts expended in 1851. 


From From Tolls 


Appropriations. | for Repairs. 


fe dsl 2 -sacd: 


Windsor and Scugog - 6ErO AO t= PS 
Scugog and Narrows -| - - - |- - - 
HARBOURS SOLD. 
Windsor - . 9815 O|]- - - 
Dover - Sh et aioe ake Sree 
Rondeau - - 11,583 3 3|- - = 
BRIDGES SOLD. 
Chatham - =| SLT TO et csi 
Narrows - = a a= 
Brantford - x Pete ey we vel te 
Caledonia - asl lakesrd x. ss kt ata ie ciel 
Delaware - = Pr eee be see Bee er 
London = a Rees eas eR Re 
Rouge Hill modes oe Dee. “atl ey far eeee 
Humber - $ ese: € ak SS. te 
Belleville - - are or aad hes ee 
RoapDs TO BE SOLD OR 
GIVEN UP. 

Bradford and Barrie - 
Bradford and Bond Head 
Bond Head and Barrie 
Barrie and Penetan- conidia See Win ue 

guishine = . 
Coldwater Portage - 
Amherstburg and Sand- 

wich - - eae Ee Re 
L'Original and Bytown | 783 0 O/}- - - 
Bytown and Pembroke 14410 3[- - - 
Kingston and Ottawa -| 909 2 5|- - - 
Prescott and Ottawa -| 400 0 Oj|- - - 
Peterboro’ and Lindsay 1& O20) =. = 
Peterboro’and Norwood| - - - |- - = 
Cornwall and L’Original | - - - |- - - 
Lancaster - ch epee ices sae 
Nottawasaga - =| 708 8 Giles = 
Trent Slides to Draw- 

bridge - - — aoe 
Owen's Sound - + Sf sd me - - 
Tecumseth - - ae, a ae 
St. Athanase - -| 45018 4/390 14 7 
Stanstead - - 
Sutton and Potton \. “6 - - 

Mountain - - 
Granby toProvince Line} - - - pie eal 
Waterloo & Sherbrooke |! - - - |- = - 
Arthabaska - =P aah vet” Sh ae oe 
Gosford - yan gt eg a, ee 
Kempt - - Bas aie (Pe 
Craig - - pao —s 
Kennebec - arn, Po atee eee nt ae 


Broughton and Tring 
Temiscouata - 


Gaspé - 

Des Caps - 
Metis and Matane 
Rondeau - - 


Chatham and Sandwich 
Maidstone, Cross and 
Amherstburg - 


BrIDGES TO BE SOLD OR 
GIVEN UP. 
Shannonville - - 
Winchester - = 
Melbourne - ~ 
Jacques Cartier - 
St. Maurice - - 
Ste. Anne de la Perade 
Ratiscan - - 


‘ 
' 
a 
= 
an 
rent ® 


20 0 0 
L0L...0...0 
58 10 0O 
92 6 4 


. § '  ¢ Ss 1‘ 
eagals ' ' ' ' 
4) step 3 


Total Expenditure 


in Construction, 


£ Se 


46,708 4 
18,640 3 
9,568 14 
2,000 0 


29,390 15 
9,674 6 
18,684 8 


2,646 O 
2,827 18 


do. 
1,481 6 
1,367 0 
1,003 0 
1,500 O 


14,821 7 


962 8 
5,587 17 
144 10 
1,084 9 
400 0O 
250 O 
327 0 
895 8 
2,823 16 
995 8 


5,527 15 
1,055 15 
10,017 19 


5,782 0O 


11,177 
480 

15,887 1 

11,111 
158 


mrron 


3,255 10 


1,032 14 
25,803 16 
2,826 9 
1,588 14 
2,343 19 


\ included in cost of Chatham road. 


300 0 

300 0 
5,753 16 
4,102 6 
17,209 16 
6,979 17 
7,884 4 


to January 1852, 


d. 


7 
5 
5 
0 


9 


- {Included in road 


4: 


- {Included in road 


do. 
8 
0 
(0) 
0 


~ 
—KAOINTNOCOM WOR 


onmon-ar © CHONpow Dh AOL 


1 
] 


rOorFooce 


0) 


Revenue, 


if any, 
in 1851. 


Pm 


d. 


Amounts for 


which the Works 


have been sold. 


ee. i= de 


Given up. 
do, 


pate asee in price of 
Windsor Harbour. 


PEEVE TEtt | 


lI 


_ 


373 17 


Lee ee 4 


189 14 
5S 13 
50 0 
30 18 


Coo OS 


20,100 0 O 
7,600 0 O 
2,001 0 O 


500 


o 
o 


Included in 
prices of their 
respective 
roads. 


Given up. 
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STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL 


Works. 


BRIDGES TO BE SOLD OR 
GIVEN up—continued. 


Chateauguay - 
Nicolet - 
Godfroi - 
Bécancour - 
River du Chéne 

Etchemin - 
Bayoune - 
RockIsland - 
Gananoque - 
Memphremagog 


Amounts expended in 1851. 


Appropriations, 


pe Rs) OGL ck, Bi itd 


From From Tolls 


for Repairs. 


| Total Expenditure 


£11,496 9 4/2,545 15 7 


Department of Public Works, Quebec, 
August 1852. 


(4.) 


in Construction, 
to January 1852. 
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POSSESSIONS. 
Revenue, | Amounts for 
if any, which the Works 


in 1851, 


have been sold. 


al eds | ess, as 2 $e oil, 
1,910" 0 +5 | 18 3 0 _ 
4,484 16 11 | 27 10 O — 
1,829 11 5|1010 0 = 
L870 9: $20 5 0 — 
1,646 18 9 210 0 — 
1,776 19 @ —_ =. 
1,257 8 O — ae 
Included in road —_— ie 
1,005 2 7 — i 
260 0 O — — 
THomas A. BEGLy, 

Secretary. 


STATEMENT of the Expenditure made by the Department of Public Works during the 
year 1851, on the Provincial Lighthouses connected with the Inland Navigation. 


Name of Light. 


cr | ms | 


1 | Goderich - 
2} River Thames - 
3 | Bois Blanc - 
4 | Point Pelé - 
5 | Port Stanley - 

6 | Port Burwell = - 
7 | Light Ship — - 
8 


Long Point, Lake Erie 


9 | Mohawk Island 

Burlington Bay - 
11 | Gibraltar Point - 
12 | Gull Island 

13 | Presqu’ Isle 
Point Peter 

15 | False Ducks 
16 | Nine-Mile Point 
17 | Lancaster - - 
18 | Cherry Island - 


James Brady - 
Claude Cartier 
James Hackett 
James Cummins 
Richard Smith 
J.P. Bellair - 
Peter Baikie - 
Moses Newkirk 
John Burgess - 
John Davidson 
James Durman 
George Roddick 
William Swetman 
William A. Palen 
Joseph Swetman 
Thomas Sparham 
Thomas Hill = - 
E. S, Johnson - 


19 | Grosse Point, Beauhar- 


nois - 
M‘Gee’s Point - 
21 | Rond Eau - 
Port Dover - 
Port Maitland - 


Cha- 


Peter Shannon 


Thomas Cronyn 
William Fyfield 
C. D. Purnell - 
Jonathan Woodall 
James Fortier - 


Joseph Meloche 
- | Joseph Cardinal 


24 | Port Dalhousie - 

25 | Port Colborne - 

26 | Lower Entrance, Beau- 
harnois - - 

27 | Floating Light, 
teauguay - 

28 | Lachine Pier and 


Floating Light 


John Norton - 
-J$ | Thomas Dissett 


Management, Postage, 
Freight, Advertising, 


Travelling, &c. 


Less— Amount of Sup- 
plies taken from 
St. Catharines - - 


Department of Public Works, Quebec, 
August 1852. 


' ' ‘ ' ' ' ' ' t ' ‘ ye ' ' ' ' ' 


Alexander M‘Donald 


(us 
o 


oo or] ~ oo or) 
a I © x ae 
— ee _ — — 
NOSSO oCcoCoCONAIScCSoCOSCOCOASCSC ON! 
COCO SCOSCTOCOMRSOSSOSCOOWSOOCOOR 


0 5 


0 5 


| Supplies, &c. Total. 
£8. d: me 
152 810); 233 13 
SG°15 “F OM 1S 
240 19 11 328 9 
225 $8 5 $12 18 
19: 13; _.9 80 0 
60 16 6 110 16 
62 10 7 197 10 
198 14 6 286 4 
148. 9 O 228 9 

) 194s. 7 235 15 
138 18 3 223 18 
130 210 239 10 
214 310] 287 18 
186 15 4) 271 15 
215 '010) 317 10 
131,10" 10], 29: «0 
45138 4 98 3 
7617 4 IGL. 17 
98 7 4 183 7 
51 6 6 86 6 
45:9 6 108 9 

- - Loney 
118 10 6 118 10 
183) -7. 46 1835/7. 
170 18 O 170 18 
Sh-8 "3G 103 13 
86 11 1 Lt es 
88 10 4 157-5 

= - 200 O 
SS Toole ssl 7. 
8,719 2 3|5815 2 
209 16 3 209 16 
3,509 6 015,605 6 


Tuomas A. BEGLY, 


EAIS& 


SPPOCHPOKH OWODIDON 


DA CDARHADS 


one 


Secretary. 
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38 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


(5.) 
STATEMENT of the Amounts paid on Awards for Damages, &c. in the year 1851; show- 
ing the Sums claimed and those awarded; also, the Amounts paid to the Arbitrators, 
&c. for Services and Expenses. 


Amount paid | Amount paid 
Amount of | Amount of | from Appro-| from Appro- 


panes nt Wee, Claims. Award, | priations for | priations for 

Works. Arbitrations. 

oe foie El Ten cd, £ a d. By sn oh 

M.W.&E. Brown - - | Burlington BS = |< - -}- = Se - - 41 6 7 
Adam Stark - - -| Trent - - 48 0 0 17 15 0}- - - 7 15 0 
Ira Vanvalkenburg - - | Holland Road - -|- - - 30 0 0|- “ - 30 0 0 
John Carey - - - | Credit Road - -| 300 0 0 40 0 0}- - - 40 0 0 
W. J. Fitzgerald - -| Trent - - -| 198 0 O| 160 0 O|- - - 160 0 0 
Clark Spalding - - - | Ditto - -| 875 0 0 40 0 O|- ~ - 40 0 0 
Roger Bates - - - | Ditto = -| 800 0 0] 3860 0 0O/ - - - 360 0 0 
James Douglass - - | Holland Road - - 83 10 0 18 0 0} - - - 18 0 0 
R. B. Miller - - - Ditto - - - 227 10 0 97 10 O|{- - - 97 10 0 
Christopher Knowlton - | Trent - - - 50 0 0 20° 0 0} > - - 20 0 0 
Archibald M‘Donald - | Ditto - - -| 185 0 0 43 2 6]- - - 43 2 6 
John Stewart - - -| Ditto - - -|- - - 12 10 0} - - - 1210 0 
James Crooks - - - | Ditto - S cle Sr Os) 600-0 “Onl - - 600 0 0 
David Stewart - - Ditto - - - 200 0 O 50 0 O| = - - 50 0 0 
R. C. Humphries, senior -| Ditto - « || 1007 00 10 0 O|}- - - 10 0 O 
Thomas May - - - | Credit Road - =| 250 0 0 386 5 O|- - - 36 5 0 
Charles Boyer - - | Holland Road - -| 369 4 0] 101 0 O| - - - 101 0 0 
Alexander Lane - -| Trent - - - | Not specified TLE 0.}es - - ir oS 0 
George Shouldes - - | Ditto - - =| 112 10 0 35 0) (0) = s! - 35 0 O 
Patrick Gallivan  - - | Ditto - - - | Not specified 5 0 O|- - - 5.20: 10 
E. Sullivan - - - | Ditto - - 4 Ditto - 7 XO! Outs ” - 710 0 
Catherine Flood - -| Ditto - - - Ditto - 1710 O|- P= - 17:10 0 
Zac. Burnham - - | Ditto - - - | 62210 0 20 0 0O|- - - 20° 70 0 
Pierce, Black, & Co. - | Beauharnois - - 1,045 6 3] - = = |} 2,045' 6°38 
J. M‘Carty = - - - | Trent - - ~ Not specified Le ‘6 t= = - a ey 
W. & M. Ferris - -| Ditto - - - 48 15 2516 9] - * - 25 16 9 
Thomas Anderson - - | Ditto - = 40 0 P 15 0 O/- = - 15 0 0 
Peter Perry = - - | Windsor and Seugog -} 29016 3 49 2 0} - - - 49 2 0 
John Gilchrist - - | Trent - a, 12,159: 18) 9) 350° 0 0 |\= - - 850 0 0 
James Taylor - - | London and Chatham si 418 26 380 0 O|- - - 30 0 0 
Almyra Foley - - | Trent - -| 40 0 0 84 0 O|- - - 34 0 0 
Richard Burdsall - - | Ditto - - - 69 0 0 47 5 -O0"| = - - 47 6 0 
William Cottingham -| Ditto - - -| 660 0 0} 550 0 0| - “peta 550 0 0 
Maurice Stack - - | Ditto - ai ERA So 87 10 0 - - 87 10 0 
Daniel Sullivan - - | East York Rosa. <'), 986) 0" 0/2704 ‘0-0 = - 170 0 0 
C.J. Baldwin - - - | Trent - - - 338 0 0 160 0 0O| - - - 160 0 0 
William Boate - - - Ditto - - -; 205 0 .0 32 10 O| - - - 32 10 O 
James Boate - - -| Ditto - - - 62 10 O 385 0 0| - - - 35. 0 0 
Patrick Dawson - - | Ditto - = =] - -|- - -|- - - 138 2 6 
Michael Lehaine - -| Ditto - - 40 0 0 22 10 0O| - - - 2210 O 
James Ferguson - - | Chatham Bouts. -|- bee il - -|- - - 266 15 7 
E. M‘Donell - - | Trent - - - - - -|- - - 20 0 0 
M. M:Auliffe  - - -| Ditto - - - Not pected 15 0 O} - - - 15 0 0 
John Arkse = - | Ditto - . -| 175 0 0 25 0 O|- - - 25 0 0 
Francis D - -| Ditto - - -|- - -[- - -|- - - 17 10 0 
F. B. Spilsbury - -| Ditto - - -| 400 0 O| 166 0 O;}- - - 166 0 0 
E. Murphy - -| Ditto - - - | Not specified 10 0 O/;- - - 10 0 O 
Thomas Groves - -| Ditto - - - | Ditto - 14 6 O |). - - 14:5 ‘0 
Sarah Hamilton - -| Ditto - - - | Ditto . 18, 2 6 | - - 19. 26 
R. Robertson - - -| Ditto - - - 7a O10 B50! Ohi i - - 25 0.0 
B, Houligan  - - - | Ditto - - -| 100 0 0 22 10 O| - - - 22 10 0 
Samuel Tisdale - - | Ditto - - -|- - -|- - -|- - 30 0 0 
James Wallis - - -| Ditto - - - |2,416 13 4]| 600 0 O}| - - - 600 0 0 
Dorothy Durrell - - | Granby = - -} 150 0 0 3116 3| - - - 3116 3 
Edmond Longley - - | Ditto - - - 50 0 0 50 0 0| - - - 50 0! 0 
Michael Bray - - - | Ditto - - - 62 10 0 1315 3] - - - 1S 35. 8 
John Bellows - -| Ditto - - - 43 10 0 $09 1-2» - . oo 1 3 
Joshua Rowell - = Ditto - - - 300 0 0 230 0 O|- C: - 230 0 0 
Reverend R. A. Flanders - | Ditto - - - 75 0 .0 47 1 O|- - - ay 0 
Ralph Merry - - - Ditto - - - 50 0 O 8114 4]. = - 8114 4 
Harlow Miner - -| Ditto - - + 75 05" 0) 55 0 0} - - - 55 0 0 
Samuel V. Mock - - | Ditto - - 70" OO 2913 9] - - - 2918 9 
Charles D’ Aout - - | Beauharnois - -|- - - 70 12 9| - - - 70:12 9 
Augustin Broissois - -| Ditto - = elm soiree ls 49/2) Gi ie ee 54 2 6 
Frangois Godin - -| Ditto - - ~|- - -| 107 7 6)- - - Ve ay 
Louis Trudel -| Ditto - - -|- - - 55 18 4] - - - 5518 4 
J. M. Quevillon - -| Ditto - - -|- - - 27 0 O| - - - 27 0.0 
Jerome Longtin - - -| Ditto - i ae [ve - BO OE Sale” Pim) ae te 50 1 8 
Pierre Gendron - - | Ditto - - =| . - 8 0 0O|- - - § 20. 0 
Louis Lemay dit Delorme -]| Ditto - Big 1 [Ne a BONNE Fer ein Ue 5617 7 
Ignace Lontin - -| Ditto - - = Mea i Oe ROE Sule whee 10 1 3 
HE. Monpetit dit Potvin -| Ditto.-. - | 38.0 Oye & 38 0 0 
Hyacinthe Lefebvre =| Ditto - * « -|- - - 41 12.6} - - - 4112 6 
J. B, Montpetit dit Potvin -| Ditto - - -|- - -{ 108 9 0} - - - 108 9 O 
Etienne D’ Aout - -| Ditto - - -|- - -}| 264 6 8] - - - 264 6 8 
Regis Poirier - - -| Ditto - - -|- - - 1-5 0) = - - ih -Omn0) 
Antoine Boyer - - | Ditto - - =| - be 88 15 0] - - - 88 15 0 
Alexander M‘Pherson -| Ditto - - -|- - - 33:15 0.) = - - 838 15 0 
James M‘Pherson - -| Ditto - - -|- - - 4°83 0) = - - 4 8 0 
Pierre Michael Leduc -| Ditto - - -|- - - 59 8 O| - - - 59 8 O 
Joachim Brossois - - | Ditto - - -|- - 149 16 3] - . - 149 16 3 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 


(5.)—— Statement of the Amounts paid on Awards for Damages, &c. —continued. 


Joseph Marvois & Augustin 
Burrett. 
Antoine Daigneau—- - 


Hyacinthe Brossois —- - 
Antoine 8. Onge ~ - 
Hyacinthe Lefebvre - 
Raphael Galarneau lis 
Amable Poirier - - 
Joseph Boyer dit Peltier - 
Thomas Leduc - - 
Antoine Leduc dit Peron - 
Stephen May - - - 
Mrs. O’Hara_- - 

Francois Faubére dit Magon 
Jean Baptiste Rapin - 


Martin Fortier - - 
Olivier Bonin ~ - - 
Frangois Poirier - - 
Francois D’ Aout - - 
Joseph Lefebvre - - 
Michel Lebeuf - ~ 
Noel St. Michael - 
Antoine Thomas Ledue (Pare) 
Pierre Leduc (Pére)  - 
Hyacinthe Leduc ~ - + 
Jean Baptiste Lavoix - - 
Messire Jean Baptiste Bourrassa 
Messire J.O. Archambault - 
Marg. Champeau, veuve de 
Pierre Contreau. 
Christophe D’ Aout - 
Pierre Soigne  - - - 
Bazile Ledue - 
Frangois Lebeeuf, fils de Bazile 
Guillaume Lalonde - - 
Veuve Louis Julien = ae 
Louis René Ledue - - 
Joseph T. Outier - = "s 
Joseph and Joachim Sauve - 
Antoine Poirier - - 
Joachim Brossois - - 
Frangois Bergevin  - ~ 
Louis D’ Aout - - 
Pierre Leduc ~ - - 
Frangois Bergevin - - 
Joseph Boyer - : - 
Joseph Lalonde - - 
Michel Beautron dit Major - 
André Beautron dit Major - 
Michel Leger - - - 
Charles Lebeuf . - 
Jean Baptiste Deschamps - 
Xavier Meloche - 
Joseph Bergevin, fils de Pierre 
Joachim Lefebvre - - 
Pierre Bergevin - - 
Jean Baptiste Leboeuf - - 
Eustache Bergevin - - 
Louis Bergevin - - 
Frangois Julien 
Joseph Janvri dit Belair - 
‘Tous. Dundurand det Marcha- 
tivre. 
Augustin Miron - - 
Pierre Poirrier ~ 
Pierre Bougi and Jean 1 Bap- 
tiste Hogue. 


Noel Emond - - *, 
Thami Galernault - - 
Frangois Roi - - 
Paul & Francois Trottier = - 
Louis Gibaulieau - - 
Augustin Mailloux - - 
Silvain D’Arpentigny - 
Albert Mercier - - 


Amable Brunette - = 
Gabriel Urtribise “ F 
Alexis Jean Veau 5 - 
Francois Lebeuf = - a 
André Brunette “ 


Pierre Marcotte “ S 
Louis Julien = - s 4 
Amable Bourdon - 

Pierre Lebwuf = - : 


Antoine Lebeuf == 
Augustine Lefebvre 
Antoine Mathieu - 
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Name of Work, 


Beauharnois - - 


Ditto - - - 
Ditto | - ~ - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - - 


Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - 
Ditto - - cS 
Ditto - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - 
Ditto . ~ e 
Ditto - ~ 
Ditto - - + 
Ditto - - 


Ditto - - S 
Ditto - - 
Ditto : - > 
Ditto s - 
Ditto - - = 
Ditto - “ 
Ditto - - 4 
Ditto - - = 
Ditto - - 
Ditto - - 
Ditto - - 
Ditto - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto nt ane - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - 
Ditto - ~ - 
Ditto - ees 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto © - - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - - 


Ditto - - > 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - . - 


Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - 
Ditto - - 
Ditto - - = 
Ditto - - 
Ditto - - 
Ditto - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - 
Ditto - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - 
Ditto - - 
Ditto “ - 
Ditto - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - 


Amount of 
Claims, 


_ 


ded 
SCN MPOODONNDUNWHE ND 


Amount of 
Award. 


_ 


_ _ 


AAmCcowoonowvooanmacavwaacqoovrvanooow Canowwod 


_ 
SMnnmcoecocowwowooocsaanan 


Se ee 


al 


ooo 


Se 


Amount paid 
from Appro- 


priations for 


Works. 


Amount paid 
from Appro: 
priations for 
Arbitrations, 


£ 
16 


8 
7 


17 
10 
ll 
13 


_ 


— 
SOmMmannrwoderNd Beahd 


i 
HNOTCKE AON 


d. 
6 


toi 


= 
Ld 


scveooocoean oao BRAROOHOCOROULSOAAROMOWAROOHOYAMOOOY SCAOonwooovesesawmoonanonrreKCaanowon 


_ 


SAARSCOACOwWN 


se 
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4.0 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


CANADA (5.)—Statement of the Amounts paid on Awards for Damages, &c.—continued. 


Aimoant eb al Ampunt oF Amount paid| Amount paid 
from Appro- | from Appro- 


peane at Weak, Claims. Award, priations for | _priations for 
Works. Arbitrations, 
; ae & Hod, | h ~s. a; Gin Se ate 
Joseph Laderoutte - - | Beauharnois - -|- - 22 0 Ol ~ as 22 0 0 
Frangois Meloche - - | Ditto - -|- - - BY 8: OF | - 2 5 21 5 6 
Pierre Boyer - - | Ditto - - -|- - - jae) by ne Sa es < = Pty 
Frangois Pitre - - Ditto - -|- - - 315 0] - e Ps 815 0 
Joseph St. Michel - -| Ditto - - -|- - - 24 4 2] - - - 24 4 2 
Pierre Lemieux - Ditto - - - -| 189 8 6/- 3 a 189 8 6 
Paul Vieau fermier de P. Le Ditto - - - - 3 4 44 - 3 i S$ 4 4) 
mieux. 
Pierre Leduc - - - Ditto - - -|- - - 14 6 8|- = - 14 6 8 
Ignace Tessier - - | . Ditto - - -|- - - BY 66 | = = = 517 6 
Felix Grenier - - | Ditto - -|- - - 24 4 9| - rs - 24 4 9 
Laurent Fortier - - Ditto - - -{- - - 17 6&6 O|- = Ps 7 6 O 
Louis Bergevin : Ditto - - -|- « + His 6) = 2 - 1118 6 
Antoine Henault fils de Joseph Litto - -— = & L1G Olle, = 3 1716 0 
Etienne Henault fils de Joseph | Ditto - =. ahs - - 34 5 O| - “ - 34 5 0 
Etienne Henault fils de Etienne | Ditto - 7 (a -| 16716 3}/- -— = 167 16 3 
Nicolas Gagner - -| Ditto - oe) (ee ee - SF Oe Se = 315 0 
Julien Sauvé - - | Ditto - - -|- - - 9 2 6{|- c - 926 
Pierre St. Michel - Ditto : -|- - - 49 19 6] - 2 - 4919 6 
J. Bte. Benoit, fermier, de Hy: Ditto - -|- - - RECTAN G. | =. = - 1117 6 
acinthe Leduc. 
Antoine Henault fils de Spaent; Ditto - - -|- - - 8 F060 a - 810 0 
Charles Larocque - Ditto - -|- - - 11; 6 0)| - - - HS 510 
Michel Beautron fils - | Ditto - Fi) oaks | i mew - BS™ 0 Olas Sa” 53 0 0 
Jacques Hebert - - | Ditto - - -|- - - 7 SO Olle ie = 700 
Xavier Rapin - | Ditto - - -|- - - 16 2 6|- “5 - 1626 
Pierre Leduc fils de Pierre - | Ditto - -|- - - 21 7 6|- s = 217 6 
Xavier Sauvé - -| Ditto - - -|- - - 812 6|- = 812 6 
Jean Baptiste Filiatreau - | Ditto - -|- = - 318 9] - - - 318 9 
Paschal Boyer - - | Ditto - - -|- ne 217 Bile «= - 2.17 6 
Pierre Faubert - - Ditto - -|- - - 7 Sa od ae FY « Pi et 
Joseph Rivet - - | Ditto - - -|- - - 112 67 = = o 112 6 
Eustache Lefebvre - - | Ditto - ay - - T 15. G |< 4 gi 60 
Ambroise Pitre - -|. Dito - = 8 tales 5 0 OJ- - - 5 0 0 
Joseph Myer - - | Ditto - -|- - - 10°F es s % 10 7 6 
Veuve Etienne Lefebvre -| Ditto - - | a - ce ot ol ae 8 2 6 
Felix Vinette - - Ditto - -|- - 18 0-0 bs = = 18 0 0 
Venant Lefebvre - - | Ditto - - -|- - - 2612 6] - = - 2612 6 
Joseph Bergevin - - | Ditto - -|- - - 70 5 O|- a - 70 5 0 
Francois Mercier - -| Ditto - - athe pe os 8 26s - =a ls ar é 
Frangois Tessier - - | Ditto - -|- - - 58 5 O| - = - 68 5 0 
Etienne Payment Ditto - - -|- - - 26 5 O|- - = 96 5 O 
Michel Tessier (dit Lavigne) Ditto - == ~ Ci 15138 6|- Ei o 1513 6 
Feu Amable Bourdon - Ditto - - -|- - - TF 2 Bale - - 17 26 
Antoine Lebeuf + - | Ditto - -|- - - 5 0 Oj- - < 5 OO 
Louis Augé - Ditto - - -|- - - Ly See Oil : * is oO 
Raphael Payment ait Tati. Ditto - -|- - - 7212 6|- = - 7212 6 
vierre. y 
Joseph Latour - - | Ditto - - -|- > - Te a - - 163 
Louis Leduc - - - | Ditto - al ce - GPSAC |e ow 626 
Louis Decoigne - - | Ditto - - -|- - - 1 13) & |< - - 1113 9 
Augustin Poirier - - | Ditto - -|- - - 217-65 2 a 217 6 
Francois Carbonnault - Ditto - - -|- - = 5 OT al rs = rea 
Antoine Poirier dit Lafleur - | Ditto - -|- - - 4 6 O|- - - 4 5 0 
Honore Laurin - -| Ditto - > = [eis - 24 0 0O| - re 24 0 0 
J. H. M‘Alpine - - | Trent - - -|- - - 710 O| - - - 710 0 
D. Hourrain - - - | Ditto -|- - - 20 0 0| - - - 20 0 0 
Hewitt & Schram - - | Main North, Toronto - 12,194 2 33) 375 0 O| - =) = 875 0 0 
Estate of Barwick - -| Trent - -| 150 0 0 15 0 O|~ - - is oO 6 
Benjamin Draper - - | Lachine Canal - te lie a Peteh] tar ome . 47714 9 
John Geary - - se and Rouge 2,74415 6| 700 0 O}- - - 700 0 0 
James Morrison - - | Main North, Toronto - [2,877 15 6 | 48710 O0|- - = 487 10 0 
James Russell - - | Burlington haoe Saad - - |12,515 0 015,011 10 0/2,000 0 0] 2,111 10 0 
R. Hourd - ~ - | Trent - a |i - - 90 0 O| - - e 90 0:-0 
T. Haig - - - | Ditto - -|- - - 48 10 0] - = z 48 10 0 
Mrs. Mathews - - | Rondeau Harbour - |4,794 3 611,588 3 3/1,588 3 3 ee 
Charles B. Hewit - - | Chatham Bridge -|- - -| 440 0 O| 440 0 0 ae 
M‘Kennon & M‘Kerracher - | Dover Road - - {1,000 0 O| 458 13 0] 458138 Oo a 
Garner Ellwood - - | Brantford Road - 11,855 8 6 558 4 6 558 4 6 ‘iat 
Hunter & Dane - - | Ditto - -| 26912 0 37 12 0 87 12 0 = 
E. C. Campbell - - | Wélland sma -|- - - 48 6 3 48 6 8 345 
John Ker - - Ditto -|- - - 1210 0 1210 O a 
John Young and others -| Ditto - - =) = - =) TSE “9584-1534 9) <8 —_ 
Thomas Adams - - | Ditto - -|- - - 80 0 0 80 0 0 = 
Elizabeth Cole - - Ditto - - -|- - - 6 5 0 6.3 6 << 
Sarah Dunlop - - | Ditto - -|- - - 815 0 815 0 ae 
A. K. Boomer - - Ditto - - -|- - - 10 00 10. 0 © — 
Christian Helet - - | Ditto - -l|- - - 5. 0) 0 5 0 0 = 
Peter Weaver - - | Ditto - - -|- - - 27 "3750 Pye ale 1) aol 
George Rother - - | Ditto - tls 2 = 6 5 0 Bath: 50 fd 
John Thompon - - Ditto - - -|- - - 10 0 0 10 0 0 —_ 
Samuel Neice > - | Ditto - -]- - . 24 7 6 24 7 6 ee 
John Steele - - - Ditto - - «l= - = 35 0 0 35 0 0 ue 
John Keefer - - - | Ditto - -|- - - 25 0 0 25 00 as 
John Duffill - - Ditto - - =] = i c 4214 8 42 14 8 Ps 
John Kelly - += -| Ditto - [= - . =[- 1216204 1910 6 = 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 
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(5.)—Statement of the Amounts paid on Awards for Damages, &c.—continued. 


Amount paid 
Amount of | Amount of 
<—e Name of Work. , pace 
Claims, Award, On aial 
sd SB tae @ Sea a: 
John and Margaret Price - | Welland Canal -|- oe ee} 1S 00-94) He" 0 9 
Matthew Hutson - - Ditto - - -]- - - 25 0 0 25 10: 0 
David P. Brown - - Ditto + - -|- - - 33 138 8 33.18 8 
Thomas C. Street - - Ditto - -|- - - 63 8 0 63 8 0 
Jacob Dittrick - - Ditto - - -|- - - 2918 9 29.13 9 
P.H. Bull - - - Ditto - -|- - - 27 14 8 27 14 8 
William Thompson - - Ditto - “| - - - 67 15 0 67 15 0 
Alva Dittrick - - Ditto - -|- - -}| 100 0 0} 100 0 0 
Alpheus Jones - . Ditto : -|- - - 35 12 6 35 12 6 
Obadiah Hopkins - - Ditto - - -|- - - 40 0 0 40 0 0 
Richard Ash - - Ditto - -|- - - 14.18 6 14.18 6 
Joseph Goodman - - Ditto - - -|- - - 17 610 17 610 
John Bradley - - Ditto - -|- - - 818 0 818 0 
W. & J. Burr - - Ditto - «|= - - 22:0. 0 2210925 
Orson Phelps - - Ditto - - -|- - - 9213 0 92 138 0 
T. B, Wragg - b - Ditto - -|- - - 20 12 6 2012 6 
Lewis Traver - - Ditto - -|- - - 14 16 10 14 16 10 
James Madigan - - Ditto - | - - 318 0 3.18 0 
P. Marron - - - Ditto - - -|- - - 418 9 413 9 
J. S, M‘Donald - - Ditto - -|- - - 17 13 0 17 18 0 
J.and I. Jackson - - Ditto - -|- - - 60 0 0 60 0 0 
James Curly - - Ditto - - -|- - - 6-0" 0 Pye ts) 
Godfrey Wand - - Ditto - -j- - - 40 0 0 40 0 0 
Jacob Ward - - - Ditto - -|- - - 5 0. 0 5 0) 0 
Estate of G. Bradner - Ditto - - -|- - ~ 10 0 0 10 0 0 
Alpheus Sherwood = - - Ditto - -|- - - 33.15 0 33.15 0 
George Keefer - - Ditto - - o-l- = ap) 10 10 75 70 10 
’M. Silverthorn - - Ditto - -|- - - 15 0 0 15) 0) {0 
H. Marslatt - = - Ditto - =|- - - 68 15 0 68 15 0 
B. F. Reynolds - - Ditto - - -|- - - 21°11 3 21 AL. 3 
C. L, Hughes - - Ditto - -|- = - 40 0 0 40 0 0 
Jacob Griffith - - Ditto - -|- - - 65 10 0 55 10 -0 
Brown and M‘Donell - - Ditto - - -|- - - {2,480 7 612,480 7 6 
Asa D. Wood and Co. - Ditto - -|- - - |1,069 16 10 | 1,069 16 10 
William Cook and Co. - Ditto - -|- - 12,475 0 0/2,475 0 0 
Francis Hall - - | Inland Waters, New- 
castle District, &c. - - - - - - - 
*£ |12,791 1 2 


* The sum of 12,7911, 1s. 2d. is included in Statement No. 1, having been paid out of Appropriations 


for the Works. 


= Z _ 5 


PAID TO ARBITRATORS, &e. Lg ds & 8 d, 


William Hutton, 128 days, at 20s, a x * a 128 0 0 
Travelling Expenses, 128 days, at 10s. - s = 64 0 0 
192 0) 0 
William Woodruff, 118 days, at 20s, - - 4 e 118 0 0 
Travelling Expenses, 118 days, at 10s. - m a 59 0 OO 
; H——————_| 177 0 0 
C. W. Lount, 74 days, at 20s. - - - - ° 74 0 0 
Travelling Expenses, 74 days, at 10s.- - - - - ay OD 0 
iH__——_-——-_] lll 0 0 
Joshua Bates, 17 days, at 20s. - - - - - TZ) 0°70 
Travelling Expenses, 17 days, at 10s. - - - 810 0 
2510 O 
Francis Hall, (Clerk,) 164 days, at 15s. - - - = |-198. 0) © 
Stationery, &c. - < 7 - ™ a 6 el 
iH__—_——-——.| 129 6 1 
Paul Timothy Masson, 39 days, at 20s. - 4 is 3 39 0 0 
Travelling Expenses, 54 days, at 10s. - - “ « 27 0 0 
66 0 0 
James Somerville, 45 days, at 20s, - - - - 45 0 0 
Travelling Expenses, 50 days, at 10s,  - - - - 25 0 0 
70' 0 0 
Edward Quin, 45 days, at 20s, - - - - - 45 0 0 
Travelling Expenses, 50 days, at 10s. - - & 25 0 0 
-— 70 0 0 
A. G. Lajoie, (Clerk,) 79 days, at 15s. - - - : 59 5 O 
Travelling Expenses, &c. « = - x s 1718 6 
3 —_——-—-| 77 3 6 
Travelling and contingent expenses, Upper Canada Arbitrators - |- - =yier68- 14. 4 


Law expenses, witnesses, postages, management, &c. z - ae 


£ 
| 


Amount paid 
from Appro- 
priations for 
Arbitrations. 


d, 


PTE PLIPIP PELE a et? 


100° 0 O 


14,816 13 2 


976 O11 
L419 0 2 


17,211 14 3 


—_— eee 


Department of Public Works, Quebec, 
August 1852. 


Tuomas A. Brary, 
Secretary. 
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(6.) 
STATEMENT showing the total Amount expended by the Department of Public Works 
during the year 1851, as detailed in the foregoing Statements, numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 
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, and 6, 
4 mess, woe Construction. Total. 
2 «6d. 2 a d £ s. d, 
Amount of Statement No. 1. - ) cs - | 28,292 5 2] 88185 9 3| 116,477 14 5 
Do. do. 2. - - - - - - - 47,971 4 1 47,971 4 1 
Do. do. 3. - . - - 2,545 15 71] 11,496 9 4 14,042 4 11 
Do, do, 4, - - * - 5,605 6 6& - - - 5,605 6 5 
Do. do, 5. - - = cs cS - - 17,211 14 38 17,211 14 $8 
£| 36,443 7 2 | 164,864 16 11 | 201,308 4 1 
Amount received from the Honourable the Receiver-General, 
during the year 1851, by warrants issued on the certificate 
of the Commissioners of Public Works - - -| - - - - - - 202,049 2 8 


£ *740 18 2 


* The vouchers for this amount, in the hands of paymasters, &c., had not been received on the Ist January, when 
the accounts were made up. 


Tuomas A. Beary, 
Department of Public Works, Quebec, Secretary. 


August 1852. 
(7.) 


SrateMEN of the Water Power, &c. leased on the respective Provincial Canals, with 
the Names of the Lessees, Description of Machinery, &c., and the Amounts of the 
Annual Rents. / 


Number of vt : 
Description ——— a 
Canals. Lessees. | of Runs of Saws. = 
Machinery, &c. Mill- Annual 
spones. {Common. Circular, Rents, 
Lis ee ds 
Wrrranp = - | Robert Laurie and Co. - | Grist and flouring - 3 on - = 49 6 6 
Reuben Morrison - - | Saw mill - -| - - 1 34. 5 0 
J.L. Ranney - - | Flouring - - - 6 - - = 2 65 0 0 
Water Power Company - | Various - Pa fet a - - - - 125. 0 0 
Calvin Phelps - =| Flouring mill - - 6 - - n= 37 10 0 
Richard Collier = - - | Saw and other - -j| - « 1 es 4118 4 
Thomas Towers - -| Grist - - ~ 3 =) ae: 35 0 0 
William B. Hendershot - | Saw and other - - 1 mcs - 38 0 0 
William Beatty - «| Saw - * -|- ° 1 - 27 10" 10 
do. - - -| Barkand leather -| - = es =o 15 18 0 
William H. Ward - - | Turning, planing,and| - = - 12 10 0 
saw. 
do. = - -| Sawing «| = 3 - 36.10 0 
Jacob Keefer - - | Flouring - - - 4 - + - 55 10 0 
Brown and Ross - + do. - - 3 - - - = 45 0 0 
Park and Co. - - do. - a 3 - aos 40 0 0 
Alexander Christie - - do. - - 3 - « OL ae 40,0 0 
John Brown - - | Plaster - - - 1 = + a> 15 0 0 
Wright and Duncan - | Flouring and carding 3 Aes =e 67 13 4 
William TH. Merritt - | Sawing and other -| - 1 - + 3615 6 
Alexander Bowman - | Pail manufacturing -| - - - ae 1610 0 
William Pennock - -| Shingle do. -| - - + =. * 1610 0 
Tucker and Ranney - | Grist and sawing -| - - l= 250 0 0 
Temon and M‘Farland ~- | Sawing andother -| = - 1 37 10 0 
Abbey and M‘Farland - | Dry dock - -|o- - - = 19 16 0 
Donaldson and M‘Farland | Grist - - 1 - - ee es 21°10) "0 
Robert Band and Co, - | Grist and flouring - 3 - dla 46 10 0 
Dunlop and Seeley - - | Grist and other - - 3 cis ea 54.0 0 
do, - - | Sawing - - =|'s = 3 53 10 0 
do. - - do. - e9= ) 1 39 0 0 
Moses Cook - - | Grist and flouring - 3 - - - + 48 0 0 
John Greybeil - + ~ | Gristand sawing - 2 1 - - 40 0 0 
Hezekiah Davis = - - do. do. - 1 2 - - 3613 4 
Samuel Darling Sala GRE 2 "+ =o: 2113 4 
L. J. Weatherby - - | Carding, spinning,| - - aia Bie e 18°6°8 
weaving, fulling, &c, 

H. Mittleberger - -| Sawing = 48 1 - - 1613 4 
Chisholm and Winer - do, - ee 2 84138 4 
Hugh Boomer - - | Grist and flouring - 8 - s =~ 3 80 0 0 
John Brown - - | Plaster grinding - - 1 - 8 Or 20 0 0 
John Oldfield and Co. - | Sawing - . - - 2 29 6 8 
C. Johnson - - do. of Se ee, om 1 ius 1613 4 
L, Brocklebank = - - | Grist and flouring - 3 a Js cB 388 6 8 
Beatty and Band ola VGEIRE, ee 2 ar = ."8 3210 0 
Imlack and Hicks - - | do. - - 2 =. was 34 10 0 
William Melanby - - | Sawing owe aS 1 30 10 0 
Orson Phelps - - do, - “le, 4 1 3010 0 
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Canals. Lessees. 


Wirriamssure - | Benjamin Chaffey 
William Elliot - 
J.S. Ross - 
J.Slorah - 
William M:Laughlin 
John Walsh - 
Nelson Empey 
James Holden - 


Andrew Elliott - 
John Harvie - 
A. Ki. Cadwell - 
John Bell te 


CoRNWALL - -| 


D. B. Pease - - 
Owen Lynch - 
Leon Leduc - - 
Louis Bergevin - 
Owen Lynch - 


BEAUHARNOIS 


E. E. Gilbert - 
James Hervey = - 
Thomas Peck - 
James M‘Dougall 
Thorne and Heward. 
Tra Goulds = - 
T. D. Bigelow - 
John M. Holland - 


Lacnuing - -! 


William Lyman and Co. 


Grant and Hall - 
George and William 
Augustus L’ Abbé 
Young and Gould 
N. Doré - - 


R. M‘Pherson - 


2° OVS eR WE es 


Tate 


- - 


Description 
of 
Machinery, &c. 


Grist and flouring 
do, 
Wharf - - 


SSS Ef 
1 
. 

6 tye 2/5 ws aye 6 


do, - - 


Grist and flouring - 
do. do. - 

Saw - 

Water-pipe to brewery 


Wharf - A 


S§ 

‘ 

' 
a5 eA 


do, - 


Foundry, &.  - 
Store - 
Nail and spike | - 
Flouring - 
Store + - 
Flouring - 
Nail and spike - 
do. do. - 
Oil and plaster - 
Planing, &c. - 
Dry dock - 
Marine slip - 
Sundries - 
Wharf - = - 


Pe a ae ee ie 


» 


2M POC a ee ft ee Se 


ao Os 
Cee ec ers Na 
2 fee ew oe ike wel ae 8 


bo 
_ 


_ 


ecoococeoeoeoseocoo ocososeoo sooo sooooooooofk 


> 


(8.) 


STATEMENT of the Provincial Canals and Locks of Canada, showing where situated, the 
Length and Breadth of the Canals, the Number and Dimensions of the Locks, 


Amount of Lockage, &c. &c. 


Name and Description of the Work. 


Welland Canal, connecting the Grand River 
and Lake Erie with Lake Ontario— 
The Feeder Branch, from Dunnville, on 
the Grand River, to the Junction 
with the Main Trunk - 
The Broad-Creek Branch, from Port 
Maitland, on ap Thre, to the 
Feeder - - 


The Main Trunk, from Port oinernn 
on Lake Erie, to Port Dalkcetie, 
on Lake Ontario 

Note.—When the Lake Brie level w ill 
be obtained on the Main Trunk Line, the 
number of locks will be reduced to 26, and 
the lockage to 330 feet. 

St. Lawrence Canals, connecting Lake Ontario 
with the River St. Lawrence at 
Montreal, the head of tide-water 
navigation, viz. :— 

Williamsburg Canals - - . 

Cornwall Canal ” - “ 


Length of Canals, 


Dimensions of 
Canals. 


top. 


Width at 


feet. | feet. 


: Dimensions of iy of Vessels 
| which can pass 
8 Locks, the Locks. 

3 1338 
ty s =| ee gs 
Ad g@]/ a | 
al aa 
4 |HE Se) |AF 
feet. | feet. | feet. | feet. | feet. 
' 
- | -_ - 
170 | 44 9 
wae ce 
142 | 264 | 94 
185 | 44 | 9} 
185 | 44 9 
185 | 53 9 
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CANADA. 3 : 
— ss Dimensions of a 3 Dimensions of Size of Vessels 
3 Canals. 4 4 Locks, which can pass 
I 8 8 the Locks, 
Name and Description of the Work. “4 ‘3 3 |¢ FY 
aS 8 qd 2 rele Wad 
cel ieee lies ail 2] 4-18: 
te |S - = 3 ol 5 F bo & 
Fd ee Ss mS] & 5 |g 
SlE®|E4/8)2) 2 | 8 
St. Lawrence Canals, &c.—continued. miles.| feet. | feet. | feet. | feet. feet. 
Beauharnois Canal - - - {| 114] 120] 80] 10 824| 9 | 200 
: - < i 3 | 200 
Lachine Canal 8 | 120] 80} 10 443 1c 200 
684] - a! | mo] 5508) 64 = 3 


The above-mentioned canals complete 
a continuous inland navigation to Chicago, 
on Lake Michigan, 3594 feet above the sea, 
and a distance of 1,587 miles from tide-water 
at Quebec. 
These Canals contrast with the Erie 
Canal, connecting Lake Erie, at 
Buffalo, with the Hudson River, 
at Albany, thus , - < 
A portion of the Erie Canal has been 
enlarged. 
St. Ann’s Lock and Dam to overcome the 
Rapids of St. Ann on the Ottawa 
River = ce Ee -l - * - - 84} 1 1190] 45] 6 | 175 | 44 6 
Chambly Canal and St. Ours Lock, connecting 
Lake Champlain, at St. John’s, with 
the St. Lawrence, at Sorel, viz. : 


363 40 | 28) - 688 | 84 90 15 4 


te over 75 
tons burthen. 


Chambly Canal - - -/ 113] 60] 36) 8 74 9 | 196 | 24 Kf W1On) 27. V4 

St. Ours Lock - - a} = - - - 5) 1 | 200 | 45 7 | 185 | 44 q 

Burlington Bay - - = -| & |*180]. - 12 - |None} — - = - aie (es (1) 
+103 


Newcastle and Colborne Districts Locks, viz.: 


Scugog Rapids, Scugog River -| - - - - 8 1 1314] 324} 44] 119 | 314] 44 

Whitlas’ do. Otanabee do. - -| - - - - 64} 1 188 | 324 4 120 | 313 4 

Crooks’ do. Trent do -| - - - - 63] 1 | 131 | 324] 54] 120] 314] 5h 

Chisholm’s do. _ do. do. - 2] - - - « 11 1 133 | 324 | 44] 120 | 314] 42 
* Outer entrance. + Inner terminus. 


(9) 
SraTeMENT showing the Balance of Appropriations remaining unexpended on 1st Januar, 


1852, on the following Works, and the Amounts now required to be appropriated to 
make good the Sums over-expended thereon, and for their Completion. 


Balances Amount now 
Works. wnexpended, required Remarks. 
January 1852. to be voted. 
£. bd te en 
Welland Canal - - | 29,360 4 1 |*33,046 0 0] OF this amount, the sum of 


17,1501. will be required in 
1852, and 15,8961. in 1853. 
St. Lawrence Canals, viz. : 
Lachine, for works - - * = 10,800 0 90 
Do. for Jand—the greater 
portion of this amount is 
to pay off mortgages held 
by eee “lass Of this amount, the sum of 
dal Ob paar ainoh. ag 30,0002. will be required in 
for the canal, between the 1852, and 9,6001. in'1853. 


years 1826 and 1845 - 31,464 1 6] 15,227 18 6 

Do. forland now required | - - = 10,000 0 O 

Beauharnois - -| - ~ - 1,800 0 O 

Cornwall - - » - “ - 2,000 0 O 
Ottawa works - - 5,331 13 O 2,530 O O| Of this amount, the sum of 


1,500/. will be required in 
Survey Rapids, St. Lawrence, 1852, and 1,030/. in 1853. 


&c. - - 587 16 3} 7,000 0 0 
Parliament Buildings, &c., 

Quebec - - - 1,173 410] 16,000 0 O 
Alterations, &c. Spencer Wood 374 9 O]| 10,500 0 O 
Purchase of Spencer Wood - 8,000 0 0 2,000 0 O 
Expense, removal to Quebec-]| - - - 2,500 O O 
Montreal jail - - 1,95) j1°3 2,500 0 O 


Sar ee ee a Bee Oe ee ee ee ee 
* In this sum is calculated 9,000/. to replace that amount taken of previous appropriations for the 
works, to pay awards to contractors and land damages. 
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(10.) 
STATEMENT of the estimated Cost of proposed New Works of a Provincial Character. 

£. s. d. 

Sault St. Marie Canal, to unite Lake Superior to Lakes Huron and 

Erie; locks to be suitable for steamboats of the larger and better 
class now plying on these lakes - - - - - 120,000 0 0 

Improvement of the rapids of the St. Lawrence, for the downward 
passage of vessels drawing 10 feet of water - - - 30,000 0 0 
Harbours’ - ~ - - - - - - 16,000 0 O 
Trent and inland waters — -. - - - - 4250 0 0 
Lighthouses - - - - - - - 17,500 0 0 
£187,750 0 0. 


tren el SSE Te pact pS ey 
AxsTRACT of the foregoing statement, showing the proportional amounts thereof required 
in each of the years 1852, 1853, and 1854, 


SR TN ae Sa eee ee Se et el 
To be expended To be expended | To be expended 


in 1852, in 1853. in 1854, Total. 
ee ert 2 and. cage my 6 ef  gicod., 
Sault St. Marie Canal - - | 10,000 0 0} 70,000 0 0} 40,000 0 0/120,000 0 oO 

Improvements, St. Lawrence 

rapids = - - - {| 10,000 0 0} 20,000 0 O - - - 30,000 0 O 
Harbours - - - - 4,000 0 0] 12,000 0 O| - - - 16,000 0 O 
Trent works - - - 2,000 0 O 2,250 0 O| - - - 4,250 0 0 
Lighthouses = - ~ 2,000 0 0} 10,000 0 O 5,500 0 0] 17,500 0 0 
£) 28,000 0 01114,250 0 O| 45,550 0 O]1 87,750 0 O 


—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_——————————— 


(11,) 


CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT of “Upward Movement,” in tons, on the St. Lawrence Canals, 
to the 31st July in the years 1851 and 1852. 


1851 1852. 

a ce a a ee ee es 2) 

Number of vessels - - - - - - - 1,055 1,047 
Tonnage of do. - - - - - - - - 72,102 68,198 
Number of stcamers - ~ - - - - - 390 462 
Tonnage of do. - - - - - - = -=]> 88,109 46,392 
Passengers - - - - - - - - 8,058 12,733 
Tons of all property moved - - - - s+ 38,564 30,390 


Number of days of navigation - - - - - 99 89 


SE ee ae ee ee 
ALFRED GoueH, Collector. 


CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT of “ Downward Movement,” in tons, on the St.Lawrence Canals, 
to the 31st July in the years 1851 and 1852, 


1851. 1852, 

Number of vessels - - - - - - - 974 929 
Tonnage of do. - - - - - - - =| 71,464 65,102 
Number of steamers - - - - - - 397 445 
Tonnage of do. - - - - - - - + 34,634 46,705 
Passengers - - - - - 3,424 6,808 
Tons of all property moved - - - - -| 110,6053 | 105,149 
Number of days of navigation - . - - - 99 89 


ALFRED GovuGH, Collector. 
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CANADA. Saut Ste. Marie CaNnat. 


Sir, Quebec, August 19, 1852. 

In compliance with your instructions of the 11th May last, relative to the survey 
of the proposed canal at the Saut Ste. Marie, I have the honour to report, that so soon as 
the other duties which you had assigned me had been {performed I proceeded to make the 
necessary examination and surveys. 

The survey for determining the location of the canal at the Saut was commenced imme- 
diately after my arrival there on the 5th ultimo, and while my assistant, Mr. T. S. Ru- 
bidge, was carrying it on under my instructions, I proceeded up and down the river to 
ascertain its character and capacity, and to see if any other improvements, besides the 
canal, were required to complete the navigation between Lake Huron and Lake Superior. 
My own personal examinations were completed on the 21st ultimo, after which, I re- 
turned to this place, having first decided upon the proper location of the canal, and 
furnished Mr. Rubidge with instructions for laying it out upon the ground, and for 
taking such soundings at the entrances of it, and upon the bar in Lake George, as, 
from a full appreciation of the importance of the proposed improvements, appeared to be 
necessary. 

The survey is, therefore, as yet unfinished, but in the course of another week I expect 
to receive from ‘Mr. Rubidge a plan of the location with all the soundings at the Saut ; 
and in the meantime, in order that you may be furnished with such information as will 
enable you to report with confidence upon the feasibility of the proposed canal, its 
probable cost and prospects, I propose to submit, in a brief report, the general results of 
my own inquiries and examinations, the conclusions I have arrived at therefrom, and an 
estimate made from the notes and measurements taken by myself. Accompanying this 
report is a plan of the River St. Mary, compiled from Captain Bayfield’s charts, showing 
the situation and extent of the proposed improvements, the boundary line between 
Canada and United States, and the course of the navigable channel from Lake Superior to 
‘Lake Huron and the Georgian Bay. 

As it is obviously of the first importance in deciding upon the scale of navigation 
proper to be adopted, that a correct idea of the river, its capacity, currents and fluctua- 
tions should be formed, I have appended to this report an abstract of the notes taken 
while making these examinations, to which I beg to invite your attention. With these 
and the chart before you, you cannot fail to observe how simple and easy it is to remove 
all obstructions and open up a communication with Lake Superior. 

From Gros Cap, where the river may be said to take its departure from Lake Superior, 
to the head of St. Joseph’s Island, where the north or Canadian channel, leading off into 
the Georgian Bay, leaves the one leading to Mud Lake, which is connected with Lake 
Huron, the distance is forty miles. 

The main navigable channel in its general character is deep and capacious, and presents 
but two places where the navigation is either stopped or seriously impeded by natural 
obstacles. The first is the Saut Ste. Marie, and the second the bar in Lake George. 
The first stops the passage of vessels entirely ; the second is no obstruction, as I found it, 
at high water; for steamboats of the largest class may, and do now, daily, pass over it ; 
but when the water falls again to its lowest stage the draught will be reduced to six feet, 
and a channel will have to be cut through the bar to open a suitable passage, at a cost, 
however, not exceeding one per cent. upon that of the canal. 


Scale of Navigation—In my opinion, the success of the proposed undertaking will 
entirely depend upon the size that may be adopted for the locks. If they are not made 
sufficiently large to pass the larger and better class of steamers now afloat on the upper 
lakes, the canal cannot be expected to do the American business for many years. If 
room is left for improvement upon the one which may be made on the Canada side, that 
improvement will surely be made by the construction of a better and more efficient 
canal on the opposite shore. Three fourths of the business to be done upon it will be, 
as on the Welland, between American and American Ports; therefore, if the scale of 
the Welland were adopted, this business would be lost; or even if the scale of the 
St. Lawrence were decided on, it would still prove insuflicient—it would be found too 
contracted to admit of the passage of vessels having the tonnage and speed essential to 
their success upon these lakes. These lakes may justly be regarded as inland seas, and 
are swept by storms, which require that vessels navigating them should be of large 
dimensions and of the most seaworthy class. The flats on Lake St. Clair, over which all 
first-class vessels making long voyages must pass, necessarily limit their draught, and 
therefore, to gain the two objects of speed and freighting capacity, there must. be greater 
len¢th and breadth than in the proportions usually adopted for ocean steamers. 

Since the building of the St. Lawrence Canals the dimensions of steamboats on the 
upper lakes have greatly increased, and for this increase there must be substantial reasons. 
With the length of keel of which they admit the speed is necessarily limited, as well as 
the tonnage, to gain which the naval architect requires greater length and more beam 
in order that he may apply more power. The most successful boats are those carrying 
passengers and freight, which have a breadth of beam from 33 to 37 feet, or 60 to 65 
feet, over all, and from 275 to 315 feet in length, I have ascertained the dimensions of 
all the principal boats now plying on tiese waters, which, with sundry other particulars 
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in regard to them, are arranged in tabular form,and appended to this report. Amongst 
these the “ May Flower” may be taken as the best specimen of naval architecture, and 
the type of that class which has proved most successful. 

It is the opinion of some, that as the future business of Lake Superior will be chiefly 
created and sustained by the extraordinary mineral resources of that region, steamers of 
this large class, not being so well adapted for it as propellers and other vessels of a 
cheaper build, more exclusively devoted to freight, need not be provided for in the con- 
struction of the canal. In this opinion I do not concur, for although for mere purposes 
of transport the latter class of vessels will always find profitable employment, and 
perhaps do the larger share of the business, yet as the business and pleasure travel, which 
are now considerable, and will undoubtedly increase in proportion to the facilities which 
the canal may afford, can be advantageously combined with the up-transport of mining 
stores and the returning proceeds of the mines, it is evident that if a way were once 
opened into Lake Superior for the large steamers, they would soon enliven its surface in 
considerable numbers. 

Several lines of railway have been projected from this lake into the interior of 
Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota, one of which is now in course of construction ; 
others again, intended to reach the upper Mississippi and the western side of Lake 
Michigan, are now under consideration, and some of them will very probably be com- 
menced before the canal is finished. With a communication once established with the 
head of navigation on the Mississippi, below the Falls of St. Anthony, a fresh impulse 
would be given to the travel and commerce of the lake, and if the large steamers now 
running on the other lakes were injudiciously excluded from it by locks of inferior 
capacity, the canal would prove a failure, and would immediately be superseded by one 
of proper dimensions on the other side of the rapids. 

The nature and prospects of the future business to be carried on with this lake, there- 
fore, clearly demand that the improvement should be adapted for a large class of steam- 
boats, like those now plying between Buffalo and Chicago, having the quality of speed 
and capacity of tonnage suited for both passenger and freight business, to accommodate 
which the locks, in my judgment, should have a length of 350 feet in the chamber between 
the gates, sixty-six feet in width, and ten feet in depth upon the sills. The capacity of 
the river is by nature adapted to this scale ‘of navigation, and therefore it should be 
adopted. The obstacles interposed to it are so trifling in comparison to the object 
to be attained, and fall so entirely within the reach of art, and the resources of the 
province to remove, that commerce will, in due time, repay the necessary expenditure 
incurred for its benefit. 

It is of course desirable, that in opening up a great line of navigation from the ocean 
to the farthest extremity of these inland seas, that an uniform scale should be preserved 
throughout, but the diversity already existing prevents it. Before fifteen years shall 
have elapsed another set of locks will be required on the Welland, to meet the require- 
ments of a trade which increases regularly at the rate of twenty per cent. per annum, and 
the future magnitude of which few persons have conception of. If a canal were opened 
from the St. Lawrence into Lake Champlain, and an efficient line of ocean steamers be 
established between Quebec and Liverpool, the increase of business upon the St. Law- 
rence in twenty-five years will also be such as to demand further accommodation 
upon that river, so that as new locks will have to be built, neither of these canals, as now 
adjusted for the trade, can be assumed as the proper gauge for the short one required at 
the Saut ; the dimensions of which ought, therefore, to be such as the nature of the 
business it is destined to accommodate more particularly demands. Looking forward a 
quarter of a century only, this scale may then become that of the Welland and St. Law- 
rence, in which case vessels of 2,000 tons burthen may descend from Lake Superior to 
the ocean, a distance of 2,000 miles, without passing through more than twenty-nine miles 
of canals, No rival line could compete with such a navigation, it would render competition 
impossible, and the trade of the west must therefore flow through it ; such a result should 
be steadily kept in view in all future improvements, and by making a proper commence- 
ment here, there will be a better chance of seeing it realized, whenever the wants of that 
commerce shall demand it. 


Location of Canal.—The canal has been laid out upon a straight line, the shortest that 
can be drawn between the navigable portions of the bays, above and below the islands, 
thus passing nearly through the middle of the large island on the Canada side. Its 
length through the island is fifty. chains, but from end to end of piers it is ninety-five 
chains. It was found necessary to produce the piers at the upper entrance right across 
the first bay, and the point of the shoal above it, in order to avoid the awkwardness of 
an abrupt turn, had the pier ended in the first bay, as well as to obviate the exposure 
of vessels making that entrance to the influence of the current at the head of the rapids. 
The upper terminus is now in a deep bay, and in still water, where the American vessels 
wintering above the Saut usually lie up. 


Locks.—There will be two locks to overcome a fall varying from 17 to 19 feet. They 
will be situated at the lower end, and separated 660 feet, twice the length of the largest 
vessels. They will be placed on solid rock foundations. 
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An important improvement is proposed in the form of the lock walls, by which vessels 
will be saved from injury, and the lock gates protected from damage while they are 
passing through. For 30 feet above and below the upper gates of each lock the walls 
will be carried up four feet above the rest of the lock, and slightly curved so as to guide 
vessels through without touching the gates, or allowing their guards to over-ride the 
walls, serving the same purpose as the fender posts recently placed in the locks of the 
Beauharnois and Lachine Canals, only in a more effective manner. 


The Gates—Will be built of solid timbers, similar to those lately introduced upon the 
St. Lawrence Canals, but will not be pierced for the sluices as they are; for, on account 
of the great breadth, the combined strength of all the timbers will be required to sustain 
the pressure. The water will therefore be admitted into and discharged from the Chamber 
through capacious tunnels built in the lock walls, with sufficient area of sluiceway to 
fill and empty the lock, and pass a vessel in 15 minutes. 


The Canal—Will be 140 feet wide at surface, and 130 feet at bottom, wide enough for 
two vessels to pass each other with ease in any part of it. The large basin between the 
locks, with the waste weirs into and out of it, serve to keep up a constant supply for 
lockages, and will become valuable as a means of supplying water-power to the Manu- 
factories that will in a few years be established at this important point. 


The Estimate—For a canal with locks of this size is 120,0007. If the size of locks 
mentioned in my instructions were adopted, namely 250 feet long, 55 feet wide, and 9 feet 
deep, it would not require to be more than 120 feet wide, but as it would have the same 
length, and everything else would be the same as in the larger scale above suggested, with 
the difference in the size and capacity of the locks only, the difference in the estimated 
cost does not exceed 20,000/. ; therefore : 

The estimate for a Canal 120 feet wide, with Locks 250ft. x 55ft. x 9ft. is £100,000. 

The estimate for a Canal 140 feet wide, with Locks 350ft. x 66ft. x 10ft. is £120,000. 


PROSPECTIVE REVENUE. 


I have not been able to obtain the return of trade except for the year 1851, which is 7 
as follows :—-- 


Upwards. 
Iron, steel, and castings, including three steam 
engines, 370,000 lbs. - - - 185 Tons 
Number of cattle and horses, 370 lbs. - - 128. do 
Hay - - i: = = - 822 do 
Bricks, 76 m. - - - - = UIs do 
Lumber, 418 m. - - - - - 700 do 


Shingles, 182 m. - - i - 
Merchandise, provisions, &c., 52,847 bls. bulk - 2,641 do 


Total = ', - 4160 Tons 
Downwards. 
Copper (native) a ee - 1,586 Tons 
Tron “ blooms” - - - 383 do 
Fish, 3,590 barrels - - 613 do 2,482 Tons 


Tons, both ways, 6,642 


This freight pays 7s. 6d. a ton to the Portage Railroad at the Saut, and amounts to 
about 2,500 per annum. Besides which about 3,000 persons passed up to visit the 
lake and the mines during the season, returning the same way. 

The fleet on Lake Superior consists of one steamboat, three propellers, and five 
schooners with an aggregate tonnage of 1,500 tons. 

A population of above 2,500 persons are now engaged in the mining operations on the. 
south side. Fifteen copper mining companies have commenced operations, and will 
produce this year about 2,000 tons of copper, worth at Pittsburgh 1202 per ton. The 
cost of transport to Cleveland from Eagle Harbour on Lake Superior, is 30s. a ton, 
divided as follows:—On Lake Superior, 7s. 6d.; Portage Railroad, 7s. 6d ; Saut to Cleve- 
land, 15s, From Eagle Harbour to New York the freight is 70s. a ton. 

Twenty-two companies have been formed in addition to the above, which have not 
yet commenced operations. 

Two iron mining companies on the south side are expected to produce about 1,000 tons 
of “blooms” this season ; and three or four other companies have been formed, which 
have not yet commenced operations. 

The iron of Lake S:.perior surpasses in quality any which has yet been produced in any 
part of the world, and is therefore in demand for all important uses at high prices. The 
“blooms” are sold at Detroit for 161. 5s. per ton. . 
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Its ultimate tenacity, when rolled into bars, has been ascertained by several experiments 
to be 89,882 lbs. upon the square inch, while that of the best Russian is but 79,000 Ibs., 
and of the best English 57,000 Ibs. In its native state it contains 69 per cent. of pure 
iron. In future it is intended, so soon as the railroad is built, to bring down the ore and 
smelt it in Pennsylvania and elsewhere, wherever it can be sold. The proprietors of the 
“ Tron Mountain,” on the Jackson location, are sanguine in their expectations of trans- 
porting 100,000 tons of this ore eastward immediately upon the opening of the Canal. 
They expect to be able to manufacture it into railway bars at the cost of 71. 10s. per ton., 
and thereby to revolutionize the iron trade. The purity of the ore, the extraordinary 
tenacity of the iron, and the comparative cheapness of its production, will undoubtedly 
have a favourable effect in extending its use throughout the west ; and the mines, being 
as inexhaustible as the demand, it may reasonably be presumed that this article will yet 
become one of the chief sources of revenue for the canal. The same kind of iron is found 
in abundance on the north shore. 

An estimate of the revenue to be derived by the canal from the mining operations, 
fisheries, commerce, and travel of Lake Superior cannot, therefore, be based upon their 
present condition, or their former increase under disadvantageous circumstances. The 
revenue is chiefly prospective ; but with the impulse which the canal will give to all 
branches of business, and its influence in promoting settlement on both shores 
of the lake, it is not unreasonable to assume that in ten years the tolls will pay the 
interest on the cost of the canal. 

Irrespective, however, of an immediate return, the canal at the Saut St. Marie should 
be viewed as an important link of a chain of navigation which Canada has opened 
between the ocean and the upper lakes. It would add 1,500 miles of lake coast to that 
which has already become tributary to the provincial works. Canada has therefore a 
deep interest in its construction, and, if completed in an efficient manner, it is not at all 
likely that any rival canal will ever be built, as all inducement to do so will be entirely 
removed. 

_All of which is respectfully submitted by, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL KEEFER, 
Chief Engineer, Public Works. 


River Sr. Mary. 


Nores taken upon an examination of the River St. Mary, made between the 5th and 
20th July 1852 


The river may be considered to commence at Gros Cap, from which place to the Saut the 
distance is fifteen miles. The current gentle, the channel broad and deep, and is spoken 
of by persons engaged in the navigation of Lake Superior as affording good beating 
ground for sailing craft, for a draught of two fathoms. 

At the Saut the fall is now (July 1852) seventeen feet, but the water in Lake Huron 
being unusually high, and in Lake Superior about at its ordinary level, the fall is less 
than has heretofore been observed. At the ordinary level of the water it will be eighteen 
feet, while at lowest water it will be nineteen feet, thus ranging from seventeen to 
nineteen feet, according to the state of the river. The rock which under-lies the rapids, 
and the soil of the islands all across the river, is of the primitive sandstone formation, 
similar to that at the lower entrance of the Beauharnois Canal, but more regularly 
stratified, slightly tilted against the stream, uniform at surface, and easily wrought, and 
of such solidity as will afford good foundations for the locks. The length of the descent 
is about half a mile, and the breadth the same ; the deepest part of the swift water 
about seven feet, the average depth about five feet. 

There is no difficulty in making a canal on either side of the river, but the choice is 
rather in favour of the Canadian side, on which deep bays put in, both above and below, 
with still water favourable for the entrances, while on the American shore a swift 
current passes close by the places where the ends of the entrance piers must be situated. 
The length of the canal from end to end of piers will be about the same on either side, a 
little over a mile. By terminating the upper piers at the little or first bay above the 
island, the one on the Canada side could be reduced to seven-eighths of a mile, but for 
the slight difference of expense and distance it will be better to make a perfect canal 
at once, and produce the piers to the opposite side of the point above the islands, where 
the deep bay comes in from above; the same bay in which American vessels lie up 
for safety in winter. The canal will run in a straight line nearly through the middle 
of the island, for as the surface of the island, and the rock of which it is composed, are 
very regular and uniform, no advantage will be gained by introducing curvature. 

From the Saut to the head of Sugar Island, a distance of three miles, the river is broad 
and deep, and from half a mile to a mile in breadth ; the current gentle, and the depth 
varying generally from fifteen to forty feet. At the head of this island some shoals occur 
in mid-channel, dividing it into two parts, on which shoals I found from five to eight feet 
water ; but as there are good deep channels both sides of them, it is only necessary to put 
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down. some two or three buoys to guide vessels into the north channel, the broader and 
the better channel for the navigation. 

From the head of Sugar Island to Little Lake George, a distance of four miles, there is 
a good navigable channel, varying from fifteen to sixty feet in depth. The lake is two 
miles in length, and a mile and a half in breadth. At its lower end Captain Bayfield 
(in his Chart) represents a bar running all across the channel, on which he marked nine 
feet of water in 1825, and in 1846 Mr. Killaly notes six feet nine inches upon the same. 
After vainly endeavouring to trace out this bar from the chart above referred to, I finally 
went down the lake some distance below it, and took a line of soundings, with the 
intention of crossing the bar, towards the south side of the lake. Rowing up against the 
current, and sounding all the time, I carried through from seventeen to twenty-four feet, 
until I got, as I felt sure, to a considerable distance above the place where it should have 
been, according to the chart. I then returned by the north side, and carried through 
seventeen feet, leaving a middle-ground on which the least depth was eleven feet, thus 
showing that the bar had been cut to pieces, an operation which might easily be accounted 
for by the packing of the ice in winter, by which the water being dammed back, and 
the current being thus brought to bear upon the shoal (which is a mere deposit of sand), 
two deep channels have been cut through it, and an entire change effected in its character. 
Mr. T. S. Rubidge will make a regular survey of this bar before his return. Steamboats 
experience no obstruction in passing this lake even in low water. Two buoys may be 
necessary to mark out the channel. 

The Garden River enters from the north about one mile below this shoal. Itisa 
dead sluggish stream for four miles up ; where the rapids begin is about nine feet deep 
and 150 feet wide. At its confluence with St. Mary’s a shoal is found which extends out 
about one-third of the way across the latter, still leaving a good channel for vessels, 
about 600 feet wide and from thirty to fifty-four feet deep, and is too well defined to 
require marking out with buoys. 

From Garden River to Lake George, below Church’s Landing, the distance is three 
miles, being thirteen miles from the Saut. Jonas Island, opposite Church’s Landing, 
divides the river into two parts, both of which are navigable for steamers of any 
class. The north channel is from fifteen to thirty feet in depth, and its navigable width 
from 300 to 600 feet. The south channel is of equal capacity, but at the head of the 
island is divided again by a shoal, on which I find ten feet of water. Two buoys on this 
shoal, and one at the head and foot of the island, may be necessary to define the channels, 
but the steamboats which now run on the river do not require them. 

Great Lake George is about nine miles long and four and a half miles wide, and has a good 
channel of not less than fifteen feet in depth to within two miles of its lower extremity. 
Here for one and a half miles it is confined to a width of 150 to 500 feet, and at the 
upper entrance of this comparatively narrow channel, it is now but ten feet in depth fora 
distance of about 400 feet ; it then ranges from fifteen to twenty-eight feet in depth. 
The channel is now well marked out by seventeen stakes driven along its western bank. 
A great flat shoal extends from this to the west side of the lake for miles, shutting up the 
channel in that direction. On this bank I find an uniform depth of five feet, where in 
1822, when Captain Bayfield took his soundings, there were but two feet. Taking this 
shoal as the gauge, the water is now three feet higher than it was at that time, and 
applying this difference to the depth in the channel, (ten feet less three feet=seven feet, 
where he marks six feet,) it would appear that since his time, what with the action of 
the current, and the scraping off vessels keels upon the soft and muddy bottom, one foot 
of its depth has been worn away, and is so fara permanent gain. The bottom is of such 
a nature as to render the operation of dredging or raking certain, and from its extreme 
narrowness compared with the whole volume of the river both above and below, there is 
every prospect of the channel improving itself from year to year by the natural force of 
the current, after a proper direction has once been given to it. The packing of the ice in 
winter will no doubt assist in this operation, as it has done spontaneously in little Lake 
George. According to the report of the person who was employed to put down the 
stakes for the United States Government, the bottom, for a depth of eighteen inches or 
two feet, consists of mud and clay, while all below that is quicksand. This report will 
be tested, and if confirmed, will render the dredging operations, and the after force of the 
current more certain in their effects. The current is now about one and a half mile an hour. 
From water-marks and the best information to be obtained by comparing the state- 
ments of different persons who have long been acquainted with the lake and river, it 
appears that the water is now four feet higher than in 1846, the time when Mr. Killaly 
observed four feet ten and a half inches on the bar in this channel; applying this 
difference to the present soundings there should be six feet of water at its lowest stage, 
the difference between this and the depth observed by Mr. Killaly, one foot and one and 
a half inch, corresponds very nearly with the difference since the time of Captain Bay- 
field’s sounding, and may be attributed to the same cause, as it is only of late years 
they have been brought into full operation. Mr. T. Rubidge has received instructions to 
make a careful survey of this obstruction, with the view of estimating the quantity of 
dredging required to open a channel of 200 feet in width. 

The ship Neebish Rapid, from the foot of Lake George to the head of St. Joseph Island, 
is three and a half miles in length, and upwards of a quarter of a mile in breadth, and of 
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very great depth, saving that occasional rocks are found at low water that are not now 
visible. The soundings run from fifteen to fifty-four feet, and afford a good, deep, and 
direct channel for steamers of any size. The current does not exceed two and a half miles 
an hour, but as Lake Huron falls it will of course be increased. Captain Bayfield states it 
to be four and a half miles. 

The channel on the west side of St. Joseph’s Island presents no difficulties to steamboats 
of the largest class; the turn at the head of it being the only deviation from a nearly 
direct course to Mud Lake. Two or three buoys may be necessary to define the channel 
at this place. 

A shoal in mid-channel, at the “Campement des Matelots,” on which Captain Bayfield 
marks five feet of water, and which has at present nine feet upon it, will require to be 
buoyed out for the accommodation of vessels coming up by Detroit and Mackinac. 

The other channel on the north side of St. Joseph’s Island, leading into the Great Georgian 
Bay, is of great depth and breadth, and the rocks indicated upon the chart are easily 
avoided by vessels acquainted with the route. Four light-houses will be required on the 
Georgian Bay for the safety of vessels running between Penetanguishine and the Saut. 

S. KeErFerr, 
C.E.P.W. 


STATEMENT showing the Dimensions, Tonnage, and several other Particulars in regard | 
to some of the principal Steamboats now plying upon the Upper Lakes and Hudson 
River. 
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Feet. | Feet. | Feet. | Feet. | Tons. |Feet./Feet.|Inches.|Feet.|Feet.| Feet. | Miles. | Miles. 
Upon the Upper Lakes: — 


The May Flower - | 287 354 | 63 13; |1,400| 8 | 9 72, | 11] 35), 21 154 | 13} 
The Empire State, built 
310 feet, added 16 feet 
(in 1852) - ~ | 326 37 63 15 |1,700 | 74] .9 74% | 10 | 36 94 15 13 
The Southern Michigan - | 315 37 65 14 | 1,600 | 74] 9 72 12 | 36 10 16 14 
The Northern Indiana - | 310 37 — = 74475 (| — |] = — | — | eK — — 
The Atlantic - - | 267 33 58 134 | 1,200 | 8 9 60 11 | 33 10 15 13 
The Niagara are see! 88h (ce 4 | 1900, [lee Poh On aO |e et 
The Ocean = -| 256 | 333] 584] 124]1,100]8 | 94] 60 | 11] 32] 10 | 154] 13} 
The Arctic - - | 230 30 54 ll 900 | 7 84 50 10 | 26 10 14 12 
The Cleveland - - | 200 29 50 11 640 | 6 7k 42 1d) 29 84 15 12 
The Canada - - | 208 305] 55 13 — |—]|]—J] 604] 11] 30] 10 _ — 
The Sultana - =) SS0e | 80g had eas | B72 ee a song) $6; == |) aoe foe 
The Isaac Newton, Hudson 
River - - - | 345 403 85 ll 1,450 | 64 | — 82 12 | 40 ll 16 = 
The Hendrick Hudson, 
Hudson River - -| 3412] 36 | 72 16}. (1,800 || oy | a eS 
The Francis Skiddy, Hud- 
son River - - | 327 38 a — — |6 |—] 70 | 14] 40] 11 — ai 
The Oregon, Hudson River | 325 35 69 10 — |6 |—] 72 | 11) 85] 11 _ — 
The United States, Lake 
Champlain - = | 250 283) 57 11 — {6 |—] 50 | 11 | 29 oF] 15 = 


Mr. Ward’s new boat, build- 
ing at Detroit - - 


328 40 69 14 1,700 | 8 9} 81 12 | 40 11 _ — 
Mr. Heron’s new iron boat, 


building at Niagara - | 221 244) — 11 — |6 |—] 50 6 | 26 7 —_ = 

The Welland Canal admits 

of é £ - | 142 ine 264} — 460: | =] 9p me | | eS ae 

The St. Lawrence admits : 

of - - - | 185 _ 44 _— 500 | — | 9 _ —_—|— _ — = 
S. K&EErrr, 


Quebec, 19th August 1852. -" OEP.W. 


CANADA. 
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IMPROVEMENT of the Raprps, River St. LAWRENCE. 


Sir, Quebec, 19th August 1852. 

THE survey for the proposed improvements in the rapids of the River St. Lawrence 
being yet incomplete, I am unable to report finally upon the nature and extent of the 
works that may be necessary to effect the desired object. 

The surveys and examinations which have been made have enabled me, however, to 
make an approximating estimate of the cost of these improvements, based on the suppo- 
sition that the channel shall be adapted for bringing down vessels drawing ten feet of 
water, and that for the purpose of securing that draught, it will be necessary to make it 
eleven, twelve, or thirteen feet deep according to the roughness of the water where these 
improvements shall be situated. This estimate amounts to 30,0001., as follows :— 


At Coteaw Rapids. 


Blasting and clearing out a passage through the reef of rocks extending «= 
across the middle channel between Pig and Prisoner’s Islands, two 
hundred feet wide, twelve feet, deep and five hundred feet long, with 
beacon piers at the entrance - - - - - 5,000 

Building piers upon the shoals in the rapids at the upper and lower bars, 
obliquely with the current, so as to raise the water and obtain the re- 
quired draught - - = - - - - 8,000 


At the Cascades. 
Building dams to throw more water upon the shallows at Split Rock - 138,500 
Blasting and clearing out rock at the Balize and Haystack - - 500 


At Lachine Rapids. 


Removing rocks and dredging below these rapids - - - 1,000 
Thirty buoys between Prescott and Montreal - - - 300 
Superintendence and contingencies - - - - - 1,700 


Total - £30,000 


From this estimate it will be seen, that the chief difficulties are found between Lake 
St. Francis and Lake St. Louis. So far as the examinations extends, it is not likely that 
any expenditure is required on any of the other rapids. 

There is no doubt in my mind of the success of the proposed improvements, but the 
St. Lawrence is on too grand a scale to be dealt with in a summary manner. In arrang- 
ing the plans, therefore, the effect of any proposed works will be most carefully considered, 
in order that nothing of a doubtful nature shall be undertaken, and they will be com- 
menced and proceeded with with proper circumspection. 


I have, &c. 


Honourable John Young, . SAMUEL KEEFER, 
Chief Commissioner, Public Works, Quebec. C.E.P.W, 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 1. 
Poputation of Uprer and Lower Canapa, according to Returns. 
LOWER CANADA. 


” - - 
Counties, Towns, and Villages, ae oe Total. Counties, Towns, and Villages. se os Total. 

Beauharnois, County - - | 38,660 Brought forward = - | - - | 372,546 
Huntingdon, Village - - 679 Montreal, County - - - | 17,596 
Beauharnois, Village - - 874 Montreal, City - - - | 57,715 

——_—| 4021S Lachine, Village - - 1,075 

Bellechasse, County - - | 17,7382 Cote, St. Louis, Village - - 995 
Berthier en bas, Village, about - 250 | 17,982 en! 77GB 2 

Berthier, County - « - | $3,008 N Nicolet, Village ? * -|- =| 19,657 

: . > . - — 
Berthier en haut, Village, about - 1,600 | 34,608 Ottawa, County y me - | 21,734 

Bonaventure, County - - 2 10,844 Aylmer, Village - - 1,169 | 22,903 
Carleton, Village - - —_ Hull, Village - - - a: 

New Carlisle, Village - - = Portneuf, County - - -|- - | 19,366 
New Richmond, Village  - - — Quebec, County - - | 19,474 
Chambly, County - - -| 14,981 Quebec, City = - - - | 42,052 
Chambly - - - 884 4 i——_——| 61,526 
A Richelieu, County - - - | 21,720 
Longueuil - - - 1,496 St. O Vill 2 
St. John’s - - - 3,215 ee ee 7 i 542 
if 20,576 Sorel * - - - 3,424 
. jH_—_—__—| 25,686 
Champlain, County - - | 18,146 Rouvi Y 
: : ouville, County == - -|- - | 27,031 
Batiscan, Village, about = - 750 13,806 || Rimouski, County t ~ | 25,887 

Dorchester, County - {= - | 43,105 Fraverville, Village _ 905 26,889 

| » 

Drummond - - -|- -| 16,562 Saguenay, County ° -|- ~ | 20,783 
Drummondville, Village - - =u = St. Maurice, County - -| 22,626 
Durham - - - — _ Three Rivers, Town - - 4,936 
Kingsey ~ - - _ = —_——|| 27,562 

Gaspé, County - - -|- «| 10,904 St. Hyacinthe, County - - | 27,310 

Huntingdon, County = - - | 38,888 St, Hyacinthe, Town ¥ ah ies 30,698 

tages a ‘ pet | i 
Laprairie, Village 1787 | 40,645 Sherbrooke, County - - | 17,016 

Kamouraska, County - “|. - | 20,896 Sherbrooke, Town ms ba 2,998 20,014 

ie lata ee ? 

Leinster, County - - - | 28,606 Shefford, County - -|- «| 16,482 
L’ Assomption - - ” 1,084 Stanstead, County - -|- - | 13,898 

————| 29,690 || Terrebonne, County - - | 25,662 

L'Islet, County + - - | 18,420 St. Thérése, Village - - 1,129 

Montmagny, Village - - 1,221 —| 26,791 
I_———_| 19,641 |} ‘Two Mountains,County - - | 29,686 

Lotbiniére, County - -|- - | 16,567 St. Eustache, Village - - 784 
eae pa |) 30;470 

Mégantic, County . a - | 15,855 |) Vaudreuil, County ~ - | 20,986 

Mississquoi, County - - | 13,015 Vaudreuil, Village - - 443 
Phillipsburg, Village - - 469 ———-———|_ 21,429 

————| 13,484 || Verchéres, County - - -|- -| 14,393 

Montmorency, County - -|- - 9,598 Yamaska, County - =|. - | 14,748 

Carried forward -|- - |372,546 890,261 
UPPER CANADA. 
Counties, Towns, and Villages. Total, Counties, Towns, and Villages. Total. 

Addington, County - - , Brought forward 243,858 
. Bath, Village, about - - _ Haldimand, County - 18,788 

Brant, County * % 2 19,165 |, Halton, County + - 18,322 
Brantford, Town - - Hastings - - 

Paris, Village - - i Belville, Towr - 
25,426 |, $1,977 

Bruce, County : - - 2,837 |, Huron, County - - 

Carleton, County - - - . Goderich, Town . 

Bytown, Town - id ' 19,198 
Richmond, Village - - , Kent, County . 
31,397 |, Chatham, Town - 

Dundas, County - - - 13,811 |, 17,469 

Durham, County - - Lambton, County - 10,815 
Port Hope - . - | Lanark, County - - 

80,732 Perth, Town - - 

Elgin, County - - - 27,317 

St. Thomas - - - Leeds, County - = 
25,418 Brockville, Town - 

Essex, County - - - 80,280 
Sandwich, Town - - Lenox, County - 7,955 
Ambherstberg, Town - - Lincoln, County - - 

16,817 Niagara, Town - 

Frontenac, County - . St. Catharine’s - . 

Kingston, City - = : 23,868 
80,735 || Middlesex, County . 

Grey, County - - = 13,217 London, Town . é 

Glengary, County - - 17,596 $9,899 

Grenville, County - - Northumberland, County = - 

Prescott, Town - - Cobourg, Town - - 
i 20,707 31,229 
Carried forward - 243,858 Carried forward 521,075 


CANADA 


Encl. 2 in No. 1. 
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REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


54 
CANADA, Peinls i SHE 
— Counties, Towns, and Villages. ah is “| Total, Counties, Towns, and Villages. ae ool Botal. 
Brought forward -|- - | 521,075 Brought forward -|- - | 729,962 
Norfolk, County - - | 19,829 Stormont, County - - | 19,997 
Simcoe, Town - - 1,452 Cornwall, Town = - - 1,646 
——————|_ 21,281 z 14,643 
Ontario, County - - - | 29,434 Victoria, County = wlhe -| 11,657 
Oshawa, Village - - 1,142 
ee cd Bike pata 
Oxford, County = - - | 29,336 Galt, Vill rt ee ae 1, 

Woodstock, Town - - 2,112 Bia Te = = * 2,248 genet 
hen Cie 7 z 1,180 32,638 wee County > - | 24,936 i 
Peel, County = e alt= -| 24,816 Guelph, Town - : Ca ess eee 

Perth, County - - -|- - | 15,545 See ’ 
Peterboro’, County - | 17,046 ee bates ¥ 7 ~ | 17,857 
Peterboro’, Town - - 2,191 The, Mid. Vill ee o < 1,193 
15,237 orold, Village - - 1,091 ‘a 
Prescott, County - =| > >| 10,487 ae eee 
Prince Edward, County - -{| 17,318 bis sles i “4 ~ | 24,990 
Picton, Town = « | a r69 le A 2 | 14,112 
18,887 undas, Town - . . 3,517 ie 
Renfrew, County - - - 9,415 oe | 1619 
Russell, County “ -|- : 2,870 be cag ‘i + | 48,944 
Simcoe, County - -| 26,158 OrOntey GHy Pyates - | 80,775 
Barrie, Town - - 1,007 79,719 
jwes| 27,165 
! | 952,004 
Carried forward -|- - | 729,962 
ORIGINS. 
Lower Canada. Upper Canada. Total. 
Natives of — 
England and Wales > - - 11,230 82,699 93,929 
Scotland - - - 14,565 75,811 90,376 
Treland - - - $1,499 176,267 227,766 
Canada, French origin - - - 669,528 26,417 695,945 
» not of French origin - 125,580 526,093 651,673 
United States - - - - 12,482 43,732 56,214 
Nova Scotia and P, E. - - 474 3,785 4,359 
New Brunswick - - - - 460 2,634 3,114 
Newfoundland - - - 51 79 130 
West Indies - - - - 47 345 392 
East Indies - - - 4 106 110 
Germany and Hollan - - - 159 9,957 10,116 
France and Belgium - - 359 1,007 1,366 
Italy and Greece - - - 28 15 43 
Spain and Portugal - - 18 57 75 
Sweden and Norway - - - 12 29 41 
Russia, Poland, and Prussia - 8 188 196 
Switzerland - - - - $8 209 247 
Austria and Hungary - : 2 11 13 
Guernsey - - = 118 24 142 
Jersey and other British Islands - - 293 131 424 
Other places - - - 830 1,351 2,181 
Born at sea - - - - 10 168 178 
Birth place not known - - - - 2,446 889 3,335 
Total Population . - - 890,261 952,004 1,842,265 


mL 


RELIGIONS. 


Lower Canada, Upper Canada. Total. 

ee ee Soe ee Ne ies A eS a ee 
Church of England - - - 45,402 223,190 268,592 
a Scotland - - - 4,047 57,542 61,589 
» Rome - - 746,866 167,695 914,561 
Free Presbyterian Church - - - 267 65,807 66,074 
Other Presbyterians - - - - 29,221 80,799 110,020 
Wesleyan Methodists - - - 5,799 96,640 102,439 
Episcopal Methodists - - - - vf 43,884 43,891 
New Connexion Methodists - ° 3,442 7,547 10,989 
Other Methodists - - - - 11,935 59,585 71,520 
Baptists - - - - - 4,493 45,353 49,846 
Lutherans - - - - 18 12,089 12,107 
Congregationalists - - - - 3,927 7,747 11,674 
Quakers - - - - - 163 7,460 7,423 
Bible Christians - - - - 16 5,726 5,742 
Christian Church - - - 10 4,093 4,103 
Second Adventists - - - 1,369 663 2,082 
Protestants - - - - 10,475 1,733 12,208 
Disciples - - - - - - - 2,064 2,064 
Jews - - - - - 348 103 351 
Menonists and Tunkers - - - - - - 8,230 8,230 
Universalists - - - - - 3,450 2,684 6,134 
Unitarians - - - - 349 834 1,183 
Mormons - - - - 12 247 259 
Creed not known - - - - 390 6,744 7,134 
No Creed given - - - - 4,521 35,740 42,261 
All other Creeds not classed - - 13,834 7,805 21,639 
Total Population ~~ - . 890,261 952,004 1,842,265 


695 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 55 


CANADA 
AGRICULTURAL ABSTRACT.—UPPER AND LOWER CANADA. —_ 


Lands, Produce, Live 


Stock, and Domestic Manufactures. Lower Osada, Upper-Canada. Torat. 
Number of Persons occupying Lands - - 94,449 99,860 194,309 
Of whom those held 10 acres and under - 13,261 9,976 23.937 

* 10° to 20° | s - 2,701 1,889 4,590 

20 to 50 oo 17,409 18,467 35,876 

Sy 50 to 100 - - 37,885 48,027 85,912 

- 100 to 200 ie 3 18,608 18,421 37,029 

Over 200 - - 4,685 3,080 7,765 
Number of Acres held by the above - 8,113,915 9,823,233 17,937,148 
* under cultivation = - - 3,605,517 8,697,724 7,303,241 
ee Ss, » Crops in 1851 -| 2,072,953 2,274,586 4,247,539 
pees » Pasture - 1,502,355 1,367,649 2,870,004 
5 i » Gardens snd Oeokards 80,209 55,489 85,698 
ra 5 wild or underwood - 4,508,398 6,125,509 10,633,907 
Ms "y under Wheat -. - 427,111 782,115 1,209,226 
poet » Barley fe “ 42,997 29,916 72,843 
ar see OS Rayon 3 Rea 46,007 38,968 84,975 
wie a » Peas A i 165,192 192,109 357,301 
ss 2 Bake car es 590,422 421,684 1,012,106 
- a » Buckwheat - - 51,781 44,265 96,046 
5 » Maize < ‘ 22,669 70,571 93,240 
% - oe a 73,244, 77,672 150,916 
. sy »  Turnips - - 3,897 17,135 21,032 
5 5 » other crops, fallow 
and idle - - 649,703 600,151 1,249,854 
Produce in Bushels :—Wheat - - 3,075,868 12,692,852 15,768,720 
3 Ay Barley - - - 668,626 625,875 1,294,501 
. is Rives i's 4 341,443 479,651 821,094 
‘ A Peas.) 252 Meet e sb. .95789,100 2,873,394 4,055,584 
Ay 3 Oats - - - 8,967,594 11,193,844 20,161,438 
5 5 Buckwheat iS 530,417 639,384 1,169,801 
*s . Maize 2 A 400,287 1,606,513 2,096,800 
is a Potatoes - - -| 4,456,111 4,987,475 9,443,586 
> és Turnips = 369,909 3,644,942 4,014,851 
3 3 Clover and Grass Seeds 18,921 42,460 61,381 
45 ys Carrots - - 82,344 174,895 257,239 
3 5 Mangel Wortual’ - 103,999 54,226 168,225 
; ‘f Beanie es 23,602 18,109 41,711 
5 lbs. Hops - - - 111,158 113,064. 224,222 
ss tons Hay - - 965,653 681,682 1,647,335 
* Ibs. Flax or Hemp - 1,867,016 50,650 1,917,666 
re . Tobacco - - 488,652 764,476 1,253,128 
is 4 Wool - - - 1,430,976 2,699, 764: 4,130,740 
* s Maple Sugar - - 6,190,694 3,581,505 9,772,199 
5 galls. Cider - - 53,327 701,612 754,939 
» yards Fulled Cloth -— - 780,891 527,466 1,308,357 
4s >) Linen - - 889,523 14,955 904,478 
4 Flannel - - 860,850 1,169,301 2,030,151 
Live Stock Bulls, Oxen, and Steers - 111,819 193,982 305,801 
53 Milch Cows - - 294,514 296,924 591,438 
5 Calves and Heifers - - 180,317 254,988 435,305 
< Horses - - - 236,077 203,300 439,377 
. AE le a oy Wg) 629,827 968,022 1,597,849 
53 Pigs - - - 256,219 569,237 825,456 
lbs. of Butter - - - 9,637,152 15,976,315 25,613,467 
Cheese - - - 511,014 2,226,776 2,73'7,790 
Barrels of Beef - - - - 68,747 817,746 886,493 
Fa Pork - - - 223,870 528,129 751,999 
ss Fish - - - - 48,363 47,589 95,952 


The Grain Crops in Lower Canada.are all taken in the minot and not in the bushel, excepting 
the Townships. 


Beef and Pork are very incorrectly given in both parts of the Province. 


The Fish in Lower Canada is exclusive of the Gaspé and Bonaventure Fisheries, of which 
there is separate Report. 


W. C. CROFTON, 
Secretary Board of Registration. 


AGRICULTURAL CENSUS OF UPPER CANADA, 1852, being Crops of 185%. 


Occupiers of Land, Lands.—( Acres.) Wheat. Barley. Rye. 
: 10 Acres Under Wood 
Counties: Total. and | 10 to 20.| 20 to 50. |50 to 100.|100r0200. Held. | Cultiva- a he oo Gardens.| or Wild | Acres. | Produce. Acres. | Bushels, | Acres. | Bushels. 
? tion. ps. asture, Yond (Bush. ) 
under. and. 
1 | Addington -| 2,157 232 “40 395 832 555 180,158 | 82,657 | 50,628 | 90,501 | 1,528 | 97,501 9,142 78,268 | 1,013 | 20,147] 5,569 | 65,568 
2) Brant - -| 2,541 361 65 556 1,087 428 201,147 | 117,417 | 65,014] 50,190] 2,213] 983,730] 932,858 | 625,741 1,221 | 28,885 892 | 13,459 
3 | Bruce : 522 41 = 310 128 37 35,643 2,272 1,183 1,051 $8 | 33,370 489 9,796 6 126 = = 
4 | Carleton -| 8,107 230 45 441 1,723 572 $35,038 | 91,094] 49,284] 41,636 174 | 241,944 14,404 | 224,451 332 6,587 1,137 | 16,313 
5 | Durham -| 3,114 292 75 764 1,415 511 286,797 | 146,312 | 96,509 | 48,069 | 1,784] 140,485 | 31,339 | 617,588 434 | 10,721 900 | 11,567 
6 | Dundas -| 1,590 90 37 373 773 287 154,717 | 43,645 | 23,280 | 19,402 963 | 111,072 7,308 | 111,979 931 | 21,482 525 | 9,329 
7 | Elgin -| 2,722 294 Q7 436 1,294 631 263,160 | 110,159 | 66,812 | 40,332 3,015 | 153,001] 24,168 | 413,435 456 9,279 914 | 11,511 
8| Essex - -| 2,019 336 410 831 294 157,966 |} 46,460 | 929,392 | 15,817] 1,251 | 111,506 9,243 | 127,769 236 3,804 195 | 2,499 
9 | Frontenae -| 2,236 143 589 954 414 226,211} 81,758 | 56,488 | 24,617 653 | 144,453 8,451 94,132 455 9,339 | 9,842 | 43,418 
10 | Glengary -| 2,192 206 ‘ 115 1,157 595 251,596 | 68,018 | $6,930 | 30,800 288 | 183,578 | 10,007 | 142,455 204 3,534 61 730 
11 | Grey = - -| 9,277 14 ‘| 838 1,104 289 217,321 | $1,401 | 21,589 9,756 56 | 185,920 9,409 | 121,379 402 5,384 45 603 
12 | Grenville 2,252 244 555 967 864 198,146 | 69,872 | 44,491 24,848 533 | 128,274 8,891 119,800 427 8,001 1,150 | 14,130 
13 | Haldimand 2,237 174 495 1,084 860 231,186 | 79,279 | 49,389 | 28,503 | 1,987 | 151,857 | 21,942] 976,475 11,935 127 | 1,492 
14 | Halton 1,412 202 |. 228 654 253 2 206,355 | 109,496 | 56,913 | 51,069} 1,514 | 96,859 | 26,320} 491,517 24,695 125 | 1,606 
15 | Hastings $,369 383 445 1,712 680 $41,448 | 129,950] 82,917 | 45,078 | 1,955 | 211,498 | 26,681 | 268,003 ‘ 4,577 | 2,482 | 26,018 
16 | Huron 2,922 129 326 2,039 339 284,037 | 54,976 | 35,966 | 18,668 342 | 229,061 15,400 | 214,738 11,040 284 | 5,654 
17 | Kent 2,042 93 400 1,024 419 216,422 | 64,260 | 35,182 | 27,557] 1,571 | 152,162 | 16,493 | 298,338 13,705 306 | 4,523 
18 | Lambton 1,546 27 234 910 329 168,469 | 34,497 | 20,854 | 13,029 614 | 133,972 6,721 92,057 255 182 | 2,355 
19 | Lanark 8,497 264 860 1,942 718 $65,537 | 120,073 | 61,657 | 57,725 691 | 245,464] 13,930 | 179,378 11,079 447 | 4,869 
20 | Leeds 8,597 383 727 1,371 878 $47,613 | 120,923 | 78,081 | 41,782] 1,060 | 226,690} 20,666 | 238,593 4,155 | 1,162 | 14,070 
21 | Lennox, 748 127 126 233 208 93,292 | 44,065 | 30,378 | 12,670] 1,017 | 49,297 5,046 30,281 15,469 | 4305 | 50,239 
22 | Lincoln - 1,700 193 337 644 391 157,588 | 82,424 | 52,899 | 27,403] 2,122] 75,164] 29,794] $35,487 16,907 112 | 1,466 
23 | Middlesex = = 4,417 286 845 2,521 632 439,323 | 136,947 | 89,725 | 44,840] 2,382 | 302,876 | 29,078 | 453,596 23,027 846 | 10,901 
24 | Northumberland 3,047 $23 566 1,371 597 ¢ $38,391 | 146,909 | 88,125 | 56,240} 2,544 | 191,482] 28,502| 431,421 26,484 | 2,683 | 30,692 
25 | Norfolk -| 2,466 478 474 891 471 236,565 | 94,367 | 54,282 | 37,727 | 2,358} 142,198] 29,917| $53,636 10,051 892 | 9,205 
26 | Ontario - 8,887 529 954 1,721 508 318,438 | 143,882 | 99,049 | 42,828 | 2,005 | 174,556 | $7,523 | 669,758 14,060 399 | 5,778 
27 | Oxford 3,911 475 1,038 1,715 557 |, $35,378 | 185,282 | 89,290] 42,850] 3,092 | 200,146 | $2,863} 611,251 18,125 252 | 3,700 
28 | Peel 2,595 269 512 1,361 357 246,464 | 128,642 | 74,414 | 51,807 | 2,421 | 117,822] $7,104] 598,975 $5,252 201 | 2,602 
29 | Perth 2,466 191 254 1,627 231,464 | 58,116] $2,647] 24,844 625 | 173,348 | 15,081 | 204,523 81 1,083 
30 | Peterboro®! - -| 1,651 165 200 892 179,429 | 69,574 | 44,257] 24,732 585 | 109,855 | 15,596 | 253,510 — — 
81 | Prescott - 982 34 492 113,085 | 92,920] 21,415] 11,319 186 | 80,115 3,569 44,891 115 | 1,401 
82 | Prince Edward 1,906 246 722 221,679 | 121,022 69,740 48,686 2,596 | 100,657 22,354 192,408 5,586 | 60,769 
83 | Renfrew = - 1,276 21 800 172,049 | 36,890] 22,635 | 14,178 77 | 135,159 4,676 64,141 106 979 
34 | Russell 286 1 174 43,494 6,025 4,495 1,515 15} 37,469 813 9,814 2 22 
35 | Simcoe 8,082 165 1,842 : $30,108 | 109,192 78,761 | 29,660 771 | 220,911 | 26,762 | 439,421 175 | 2,076 
36 | Stormont -| 1,723 309 § 167,633 | 44,951 | $1,072] 13,975 604 | 122,682 6,710 97,429 145 | 9,040 
87 | Victoria 1,649 121 986 160,190 | 56,878 | 35,287 | 21,359 232 | 108,312] 17,969 263,301 86 | 1,857 
38 | Waterloo 275,813 | 131,806 | 80,186 | 49,875] 1,745 | 144,007] 20,810] 518,659 1,795 | 24,906 
89 | Wellington 358,949 | 119,081 | 69,192 | 49,055 834 | 239,868 | 28,126 | 433,659 278 | 4,045 
40 | Welland 110,463 | 56,467 | $2,490] 29,495] 1,552] 53,996] 12,795 | 423,508 61 645 
41 | Wentworth 236,051 | 125,539 | 73,441 | 49,473] 9,625] 110,512] 27,718 | 439,683 172 | 2,707 
42 | York 390,525 | 212,276 | 188,289 | 70,466 | 3,521 | 178,249 | 50,147 381] 6,327 


Total 99,860 1,889 48,027 | 18,421 3,080 [9,823,233 |8,697,724 |2,274,586 |1,367,644 | 55,489 |6,125,509 | 782,115 |12,692,852 | 29,916 | 625,875 | 38,968 | 479,651 


The grain crops in Lower Canada are taken in the minot and not in the Bushel, except in the eastern townships. The Fish in Lower Canada is exclusive of the Gaspé and Bonaventure Fisheries, of which there is a separate report. 
The lands in Lower Canada are taken in the arpent and not in the acre, excepting also the eastern townships. Beef and pork are very incorrectly given in both parts of the province. 
W. C. CROFTON, 
Seeretary of the Board of Registration. 
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Agricultural Census of Upper Canada, 1852—continued. 


Peas. Oats, Buck Wheat. Indian Corn. Potatoes, Turnips. 53 2 
eS * 
Counties. Exog2 Carrots. | Mangel | Beans. | Hops. | Hay. ese 
Acres. | Bushels. Acres, | Bushels. | Acres. | Bushels. | Acres. | Bushels. | Acres. | Bushels, | Acres, | Bushels, O33” eB (Bush.) | Wurtzel.| (Bush.) | (lbs.) | (Tons.) (lbs). 
as > 

1| Addington - = 7,358 | 104,623 8,169 | 212,280| 2,396] 33,920] 1,727 | 47,565 1,697 | 71,083 48 7,688 | 1,037 | 4,833 797 463 841 | 16,831 526 
2 | Brant - - 1,863 | $2,187 9,111 | 281,716 | 1,351 | 23,104] 4,753 | 126,114] 1,500 | 106,244 532 | 127,488 899 | 1,661 | 2,368 | 1,257 | 8,949 | 16,006 813 

3 | Bruce - -|- - 155 3,240 8 176 120 1,577 279 | 24,396 166 | 19,245 | - -|- -|- -|- - - 164 — 
4 | Carleton =) <5 5,840 | 55,954 | 12,708 | 369,350 803 | 11,431 1,191 | 26,379 | 4,870 | 316,077 223 | 30,567 120 811 849 603 73 | 16,469 30 
5| Durham’ - - 6,109 | 104,038 | 15,922 | 283,299 863 | 11,141 1,346 | 30,918 | 3,190 | 293,852} 1,219 | 291,947 | 1,836 | 58,509] 93,748 445 572 | 17,712 839 
6 | Dundas - Ss 1,983 | 32,868 6,654 | 155,381 838 | 17,321 1,003 | 22,111 1,435 | 90,977 31 2,396 161 2,182 | 3,991 361 86 | 14,355 | 2,492 
7 | Elgin - - 8,928 | 66,949 9,040 | 248,392 | 9,365] 17,075 | 3,243] 86,369 916 | 59,220 158 | 27,948 | 1,153 170 497 394 | 1,033 | 21,945 524 
.8 | Essex - - 485 6,912 5,147 | 101,206 467 5,900 | 5,763 | 108,504 863 | 139,935 182 | 20,899 56 566 266 299 | 1,132 | 9,839 330 
9 | Frontenac = - - 5,473 | 74,228 8,032 | 189,250 908 | 12,711 1,405 | $1,536 | 2,509 | 117,377 96 | 11,173 249 | 7,230] 1,592 468 330 | 22,418 284 
10 | Glengary - - 4,062 | 49,996 | 19,667] 298,402 838 | 13,236 488 | 10,585] 1,505 | 109,730 69 8,402 584 292 174 75 | 8,441 | 19,897 359 
11 | Grey - - 1,283 | 18,680 3,172 63,755 90 903 177 2,552 | 1,790 | 124,773 843 | 91,617 | 2,309 171 33 25 887 | 5,025 466 
12 | Grenville mth | ae 1,257 17,006 8,542 | 207,492 | 2,176 | 26,851 1,715 | 36,742 | 9,941 | 171,571 44 6,013 340] 2,215 647 715 543 | 18,510} 1,389 
18 | Haldimand - - 1,509 | 19,329 6,939 | 290,845 975 | 16,173} 1,598] $7,269| 1,090] 69,468 105} 14,912 | 6,728 550 200 449 394 | 12,433 456 
14 | Halton - - 4,267 | 60,976 7,856 | 243,216 592] 10,318 663 | 20,089 939 | 71,813 241 | 40,817 832 | 2,869 | 5,817 130 | 4,025 | 23,328 | 6,584 
15 | Hastings - - | 11,881 | 155,493 | 24,304 | 263,021 | 2,365] 41,292 | 92,955] 49,058] 2,749 | 138,895 220 | 28,513 | 1,269 1,317 | 1,105 | 1,066 | 6,454 | 31,601 1,143 
16 | Huron - - 2,888 | 41,937 8,271 199,141 41 681 270 4,695 | 1,598 | 54,934 653 | 87,841 725 232 71 14 194 | 8,974 $30 
17 | Kent - - 1,667 | 29,494 4,712 | 201,449 535 9,010 | 6,882 | 199,243 918 | 55,954 151 | 17,358 186 | 1,019 131 424 126 | 8,737 | 2,460 
18 | Lambton - - 1,601 | 26,079 3,292 79,955 389 5,110 | 1,481 | 34,273 626 | 42,561 382 | 47,021 197 262 389 495 116] 6,861 156 
19 | Lanark - - 8,332 | 45,293 | 12,992 | 288,604] 1,143 | 14,767] 1,071 | 21,035] 4,001 | 357,137 208 | 637,321 465 9638 532 | 1,434 586 | 25,863 1383 
20 | Leeds - 4,180 | 62,225 11,384 249,028 1,582 19,430 2,404 45,253 2,986 | 189,319 98 16,079 691 3,238 540 1,039 2 35,933 874 
21 | Lennox - - 8,074 | 64,297 3,950 | 104,415] 1,587] 25,559} 1,000] ° 29,074 644 | 23,258 20 1,714 911 1,032 155 393 210 | 8,489 230 
22 | Lincoln - = 1,450] 12,359 6,515 | 225,896 | 1,296 | 23,854] 2,854] 90,990 630 | 51,062 125 | 23,221] 2,925] 8416] 1,859 620 382 | 16,137 799 
23 | Middlesex - 8,354 | 128,906 | 18,433] 467,279 899 | 13,866] 3,256 | 43,837 | 92,459 | 126,150 898 | 195,170 738 683 506 881 | 20,968 | 25,299 406 
24 | Northumberland -| 10,162 | 167,424] 12,106 | 300,996 | 1,989 | 28,875] 2,394] 51,339] 92,809 | 168,904 671 | 148,801 | 4,457 | 45,618 | 9,249] 1,166] 1,013 | 24,951 896 
25 Norfolk - - 510 8,162 7,359 | 196,300] 3,279 | 51,268] 5,728 | 118,517] 1,500 | 120,595 159} 58,523 | 1,214] 9,088 429 746 135 | 16,865 760 
26 | Ontario - - 8,525 | 57,517 | 18,414 | 591,540 307 4,964 908 | 23,398 | 9,724] 155,530 | 1,851 | $24,278 | 1,584] 4894] 1,873 397 | 6,818 | 19,803] 4,793 
27 | Oxford - - 7,461 | 135,201 18,824 | 541,175 550 9,278 | 2,680 | 69,301 1,821 | 89,852 988 | 167,213 482 631 178 688 | 3,829 | 23,120 730 
28 | Peel - - 8,922 | 131,452 | 13,179 | 409,716 296 4,857 237 7,091 | 2,070 | 156,834 473 | 81,695 | 1,057 739 | 2,931 1s | 11,346 | 18,610 922 
29 | Perth - - 8,117 | 37,155 8,438 | 213,953 14 151 131 2,222} 1,625] 60,115 728 | 75,603 939 91 14 18 | 1,798 | 6,929] 8,125 

30 | Peterboro’ - ~ 3,927 63,420 8,105 291,316 69 1,030 202 5,141 2,029 92,751 392 88,192 349 2,813 8375 117 570 | 10,896 = 
$1 | Prescott - - 1,107 | 14,067 5,307 | 123,580 313 4,553 929] 24,663] 1,123] 90,491 73 | 14,841 43] 3,748] 92,126 231 53 | 9,846 44 
32 | Prince Edward -| 13,156 | 257,609 6,277 | 176,620 | 6,873 | 111,855] 3,484] 107,367 | 1,685] 71,536 144] 13,866| 1,493] 9,954 558 975 | 13,224 | 16,337 534 
$3 | Renfrew - - 1,313 | 15,069 5,705 | 129,188 62 759 216 3,185 | 1,538 | 130,377 78 8,460 76 123 62 181 57 | 7,509 80 

34 | Russell = > 211 2,579 908 19,111 21 289 100 1,853 286 | 17,145 63 7,976 126 47 | - - 104 38 | 2,128 = 
35 | Simcoe - - 8,007 | 136,367 | 192,489 | 261,650 87 1,149 452 6,830 | 3,254 | 253,514 958 | 160,900 | 1,153 598 181 27 147 | 16,084 527 
86 | Stormont = - - 2,917 | 39,969 9,203 196,447 1,470 | 28,359 995 17,930 | 1,720 | 96,606 37 1,214 381 1,357 1,378 203 205 | 14,940 | 3,266 
$7 | Victoria = - - 3,041 | 47,998 8,357 | 218,761 60 964 108 1,963 | 1,548 | 85,229 271 | 47,336 372 526 23 87 386 | 6,053 118 
88 | Waterloo = 4,358 | 65,107 | 14,762 | 386,868 167 2,570 725 | 18,640| 2,447 | 167,067 947 | 164,787 | 1,592 283 308 92 105 | 19,585 | 6,026 
39 | Wellington - = - 5,628 | 101,681 15,199 | 487,655 239 3,325 148 4,136 | 2,604 | 233,268 | 1,650 | 254,625 885 351 131 17 152 | 16,470 12 
40 | Welland - - 786 7,548 5,640 | 190,892 | 1,215 | 21,011] 1,604 | 39,017 571 | 37,712 55 8,784 | 20,71 921 625 361 303 | 12,092 | 1,095 
41 | Wentworth <. - 2,832 | 40,412 | 14,500] 529,464| 9,434] 44,801] 92,976 | 61,099 | 1,484] 106,706 506 | 100,877} 1,021] 92,752] 8,410 462 14 | 26,141 60 
42 | York - -| 17,785 | $35,778 | 28,945 | 979,840 368 5,987 587 | 13,058 | 3,140 | 207,427 889 | 205,057 654 | 5,890 | 6,177 169 | 6,830] 31,152 | 7,109 
Total - | 192,109 |2,873,394 | 421,684 |11,193,844 | 44,265 | 639,384 | 70,571 |1,696,513 | 77,672 |4,987,475 | 17,135 |3,644,942 | 42,460 | 174,895 | 54,296 | 18,109 | 113,064 | 681,782 | £0,650 
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Agricultural Census of Upper Canada, 1852— continued. 
Cattle. Sees | 
Maple . Fulled : pipeeets 
: Tobacco.| Wool. cg Cider. Linen. | Flannel. | Bulls, 7 Butter. Cheese. Beef. Pork of Fish 
Counti al t Ich |Calves an orses of 3 a“ 
~ ibs.) (Ibs.) rx | (Gallons. ) (Yadks) (Yards.) | (Yards.) Cumeet or oo pee Sheep. Pigs. (Ibs. ) (ibs.) | Barrels.) | (Barrels.)| cured. 
Ss. (Barrels. ) 
1| Addington - = 167 | 63,247 41,922 | 16,338 12,558 366 | 27,701 3,803 7,015 6,105 4,706 | 24,210} 10,776 | 434,913 | 56,557 1,123 6,233 265 
2| Brant - - 93 | 79,981 91,995 | 25,458 8,240 $56 | 21,735 4,362 6,828 5,284 5,825 | 29,875 | 14,158 | $96,575 | 63,188 3,218 8,787 Jo 
3 | Bruce “ - 108 | - « 5,920 | - eas - |}. a = 433 426 180 25 145 296 27,590 | - - 69 18 1,660 
4 | Carleton’ “ - 182 | 62,351 | 20,727 108 18,723 | - - 4,145 4,086 9,154 8,292 5,159 | 18,666 | 12,546 | 588,794 15,894 2,600 9,482 120 
§ | Durham - - 30 | 89,965 | 149,648 5,145 | 20,111 231 34,588 6,221 10,643 7,167 7,818 | $2,103 | 21,827 419,758 | 92,348 9,256 | 15,021 as 
6 | Dundas ars 3} 50,404] 36,850 1,983 | 11,618 659 | 24,354 1,543 5,445 4,994 3,836 15,298 6,740 | 358,488 15,918 1,875 4,849 2 
4% | Elgin - - 196 | 101,325 | 213,747 24,993 11,941 287 40,529 6,458 8,233 7,166 5,724 35,773 16,528 414,253 67,851 2,154 8,362 — 
8 | Essex - > [447,111 | 40,264] 16,657 | 45,383 10,465 156 | 15,149 4,923 5,308 4,841 5,334 | 18,485 | 13,584 172,533 | $0,962 1,897 704 | 36,055 
9| Frontenac - . 22| 51,699 | 49,336 3,374 | 11,038 179 | 24,279 3,941 7,462 6,419 4,499 | 18,308] 11,181 $98,389 | 41,613 10,263 | 26,378 118 
10 | Glengary Pam 185 | 56,114 | $9,142 1,219 19,012 1,880 | 22,892 1,037 8,213 7,443 6,095 | 23,683 13,600 345,453 97,586 3,550 11,636 = 
11 | Grey - - 14| 16,656 | 46,797 40 2,648 33 9,117 4,382 3,546 $,507 582 6,328 5,717 130,986 8,185 637 3,236 22 
12 | Grenville - + $9 | 58,909} 40,859 9,569 | 14,345 142} 933,350 2,804 7,262 6,078 4,462 | 18,159 6,788 515,624 | 65,184 1,303 6,007 2 
13 | Haldimand + - 4| 41,416| 54,803 3,159 5,560 78 17,683 4,215 5,474 4,348 8,918 | 15,377 12,793 | 308,304 11,447 | 22,181 60,170 51 
14 | Halton - - 20| 78,071 | 48,563 17,763 7,510 10 | 930,449 4,266 7,964 5,584 4,881 | 20,722] 10,525 | 441,243 | 49,363 2,780 5,698 ane 
15 | Hastings - -| 1,036 | 112,609 | 290,342 | 38,761 24,825 569 | 41,542 7,367 10,374 8,512 6,658 | 34,579 | 25,016 | 588,500 | 102,825 2,470 | 102,393 24 
16 | Huron - - 646 | 42,538 | 120,268 17 6,446 15 | 924,349 6,640 5,759 5,829 2,404 | 14,958 | 13,012 181,268 | 21,707 3,844 4,929 1,813 
17 | Kent - - |313,189 | 71,088 | 72,904 | 80,369 6,748 1,098 | $8,029 4,844 5,653 5,456 4,065 | 22,914 | 13,839 | 235,108 | 492,904 2,267 6,486 110 
18 | Lambton - - 598 | 39,689 | 82,367 100 3,425 118 | 13,532 3,658 3,536 3,593 1,898 10,925 6,870 | 124,629 5,901 2,615 3,256 442 
19 | Lanark - - 165 | 88,659 | 76,736 | - - | 37,980 218 | 58,937 4,682 | 10,592] 10,253 5,457 | 85,963 16,373 | 654,927 | $9,444 8,632 | 33,021 ans 
20 | Leeds - - 26 | 90,965 | 96,444 9,587 | 24,809 548 | 50,291 6,250 | 12,361 11,508 7,741 $4,651 14,638 | 753,706 | 90,720 3,846 12,843 307 
21 | Lennox . - 146 | 33,831 20,761 12,964 5,931 108 | 14,978 1,931 3,680 3,206 2,775 | 13,456 6,312 | 240,529 | 43,807 639 4,288 47 
22 | Lincoln - - 99| 52,575 | 45,510! 91,899 9,753 $17 | 29,456 3,213 6,119 3,960 5,094 19,186 | 11,820} 381,616] 79,741 1,677 5,182 68 
23 | Middlesex - - 150 | 138,653 | 279,475 | 10,870 | 20,414 557 | 63,359 11,043 | 11,731 12,184 7,996 | 51,268 | 27,187 557,969 | 112,606 7,537 17,354 106 
24 | Northumberland - 111 96,813 | 99,811 17,130 | 16,756 187 | 44,001 7,483 9,872 8,543 7,193 | 21,635] 17,526 | 626,689 | 88,689 3,056 15,705 1,359 
25 | Norfolk - - 532 | 58,045 481 40,071 10,488 83 | 31,684 4,359 6,430 4,713 4,848 | 24,434] 13,831 404,874 | 43,541 3,333 8,557 2 
26 | Ontario - - 105 | 96,126 | 180,458 10,792 | 18,431 50) 41,466 6,655 | 10,199 9,321 7,788 | $2,701 | 21,577 | 461,833 | 65,185 4,293 12,626 58 
27 | Oxford - - 508 | 119,441 | 320,952 8,658 14,780 471 | 40,833 9,121 12,055 10,549 7,959 | 45,808 | 27,908 | 512,434 | $15,650 | 677,386 | 20,203 = 
28 | Peel - -|- -| 89,969 | 43,845 17,092 10,172 388 | 34,817 5,291 8,107 | . 6,706 6,396 | 28,971 19,901 484,682 | $9,247 2,451 9,437 143 
29 | Perth - - 18 | 29,991 | 99,125 | - - 5,655 178 | 22,786 6,756 5,729 5,306 1,869 14,376 | 11,446 183,297 16,421 1,367 4,389 =a 
80 | Peterborough -|- -| 62,041 | 40,977 | 600 | 10,575 8 2,501 4,251 5,518 3,907 2,876 | 18,069 | 10,824 | $31,438 | 33,934 1,288 5,836 6 
81 | Prescott - -| 1,158 | 20,481 15,520 1,286 | 12,944 58 18,762 702 3,451 3,012 2,410 8,798 4,333 190,880 | 26,935 774 8,083 33 
32 | Prince Edward - 263 | 92,492 | 120,651 | 49,924] 13,953 160 | 41,169 3,387 7,888 5,880 7,040 | 30,255 | 10,820] 556,010] 992,306 1,059 5,965 4,482 
83 | Renfrew - el]. -| 17,519 | 24,204 | - - 2,780 | = -| 12,639 2,358 2,724 2,666 1,232 6,609 4,254 | | 91,436 4,808 1,776 2,463 13 
$4 | Russell - -|- - 3,557 1,803 | - - 468 | - - 2,146 347 670 725 353 1,829 734 40,245 1,701 135 385 — 
85 | Simcoe : - 122 | 67,887 | 184,217 2,968 | 14,046 15 | 45,220 6,899 7,944 6,904 5,014 | 26,954 | 26,169] 394,613 | 23,513 2,561 11,061 693 
36 | Stormont = sss 81 | 30,945 | 55,227 3,508 9,492 938 | 13,943 1,082 6,354 5,625 4,415 | 15,790 8,808 | 534,305 | 20,508 1,524 3,251 a 
87 | Vittoria - -|- -| 40,152 | 71,159 710 18,045 102 | 26,177 3,152 4,206 3,898 2,665 | 15,062 9,714 | 185,182 9,726 730 2,940 10 
38 | Wavrloo i 191 | 80,443 | 129,160 | 17,089 | 16,733 | 3,954] 29,533 8,183 8,396 7,320 6,273 | $7,549 | 18,798 | 372,844 | 55,174 2,377 9,875 — 
39 | Wellington - -|- -| 75,197 | 146,220 230 | 10,063 82] 31,990 9,095 8,403 8,338 3,540 | 28,109 | 18,447} $74,807 | 97,105 $,507 16,075 _ 
40 | Wellane - = 181 | 41,855 | 18,457 | 45,812 4,359 389 17,799 1,775 4,115 3,105 3,718 | 14,688 6,463 | 259,206 10,994 1,847 4,593 2 
41 | Wentworh - - 51 | 892,481 | 43,924 4,576 18,460 82 | 36,527 5,265 8,339 5,818 6,479 | 30,245 | 14,740] 487,913 | 51,185 8,858 10,272 == 
42 | York - - $1 | 188,320 | 164,941 | 63,613 | 46,171 455 | 46,919 5,719 | 14,845 | 10,204| 12,685 | 47,808 | 92,828 | 812,477 | 88,003 17,491 24,823 6 
Tota. ~~ |'764,476 |2,699,764 |3,581,505 | 701,612 | 527,466 | 14,955 |1,169,301 | 198,982 | 296,924 | 254,988 | 203,300 | 968,022 | 569,257 |15,976,315 |2,226,776 | 817,746 | 528,129 | 47,589 
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Counties. 


Beauharnois 
Bellechasse - 
Berthier - 
Bonaventure 
Chambly - 
Champlain - 
Dorchester - 


Drummond - 


Gaspé - 
Huntingdon 
Kamouraska 
Leinster - 
L’Islet - 
Lotbiniere - 
Megantic - 
Missisquoi = 
Montmorency 
Montreal - 
Nicolet - 
Ottawa - 
Portneuf - 
Quebec - 
Richelieu - 
Rimouski - 
Rouville - 
Saguenay - 
Shefford - 
Sherbrooke - 
Stanstead - 
St. Hyacinthe 
St. Maurice - 
Two Mountains 
Terrebonne - 
Vaudreuil - 
Verchéres = 
Yamaska - 


Total 


Total. 


5,151 
2,139 
4,488 
1,283 
1,646 
1,875 
4,796 
2,668 
1,497 
4,393 
2,086 
3,991 
1,708 
2,218 
2,074 
1,687 
1,379 
1,880 
2,584 
2,818 
2,620 
1,538 
2,366 
3,658 
3,605 
2,453 
2,483 
2,314 
2,017 
3,654 
2,886 
3,399 
3,426 
2,153 
1,747 
1,819 


tt 


94,449 


10 Acres 
and 
under. 


764 
180 
903 
127 
391 
110 


13,261 


AGRICULTURAL CENSUS of LowER CANADA, 1852, being Crops of 1851. 


Occupiers of Land. 


10 to 20. 


97 
113 
105 

71 
106 

94 


2,701 


20 to 50, 


584 
460 
474 
429 
106 
501 


17,409 


——— — | ——_— 


37,885 


18,608 


4,585 


Held. 


361,606 
173,308 
$37,094 
139,030 
139,977 
193,819 
479,712 
202,930 

92,210 
289,690 
206,891 
300,925 
213,828 
225,728 
194,121 
144,506 
142,586 
123,839 
194,331 
326,227 
272,939 
130,565 
200,789 
377,628 
239,360 
278,678 
210,198 
232,436 
230,697 
238,563 
250,090 
300,336 
243,584 
154,700 
132,533 
139,151 


Under 
Cultiva- 
tion, 


169,824 
102,197 
165,993 
25,316 
108,467 
52,420 
220,396 
57,949 
13,141 
199,828 
93,813 
176,250 
99,147 
78,756 
53,628 
68,659 
62,701 


100,418 | 


80,807 
70,701 
94,520 
52,277 
107,247 
109,321 
132,443 
97,155 
66,757 
88.876 
98,326 
130,965 
107,048 
139,324 
122,386 
97,465 
100,385 
60,506 


8,113,915 |3,605,517 


Lands.—( Acres.) 


Under 
Crops. 


101,506 
50,639 
100,266 
16,662 
76,395 
32,958 
102,476 
34,932 
4,944 
133,980 
54,682 
93,568 
40,581 
38,017 
31,409 
41,560 
27,365 
73,041 
51,178 
41,931 
44,704 
27,115 
61,944 
59,422 
84,026 
47,766 
48,159 
54,057 
56,118 
80,507 
63,931 
75,774 
71,461 
61,709 
51,567 
41,605 


2,072,953 


Under 
Pasture. 


66,967 
50,764 
65,075 
8,560 
$1,429 
19,205 
117,601 
22,679 
7,875 
63,887 
38,591 
80,825 
57,816 
39,705 
22,202 
26,058 
34,448 
25,168 
29,259 
28,494 
45,470 
24,468 
44,721 
48,964 
46,566 
49,260 
23,167 
34,299 
41,301 
49,799 
42,354 
62,788 
50,369 
35,049 
48,457 
18,724 


1,502,355 


Gardens, 


1,351 


794 | 


652 
94 
643, 
267 
319 
338 
322 
1,961 
549 
1,857 
750 


1,037 | 


14 
1,041 
888 
2,209 
379 
276 
4,346 
694 
582 
935 
1,851 
129 


suas 


431 | 


520 
907 
659 
758 
762 
556 
707 
263 
177 


30,109 


1 
| 
j 


| 
Wood | 
or wild 


Land. 


191,782 
71,111 
171,100 
113,714 
31,511 
141,389 
259,316 
144,981 
79,069 
89,862 
113,078 
124,675 
114,681 
146,972 
149,493 
75,847 
79,885 
23,421 
113,524 


255,526 
178,419 

78,288 

93,542 
267,707 
106,917 
181,523 
143,441 
143,569 
132,281 
107,598 
143,047 
161,012 
121,198 

57,235 

$2,148 

75,645 


4,508,598 
| 


The grain crops in Lower Canada are taken in the minot and not in the bushel, except in the eastern townships. 
The lands in Lower Canada are taken in the arpent and not in the acre, excepting also the eastern townships. 


Wheat. Barley. Rye. 

Acres, Produce. Acres. | Bushels. Acres. | Bushels 
* | (Bushels, ) a i Z 3 
21,140 | 195,763 418 6,992 198 | 92,106 
5,785 41,238 498 3,565 | 1,924 | 15,095 
14,918 | 105,191 | 1,057 | 11,687} 6,620) 41,241 
2,231 22,85) | 1,024| 11,996 34 482 

14,833 115,388 646 8,498 — — 
3,972 38,002 320 3,724 $11 | 2,091 
7,830 55,083 1,985 190,799 1,166 10,176 
7,246 66,099 545 | 50,690 848 | 9,200 
641 3,418 | 1,116 | 10,850 273 | 1,249 

40,229) 241,171 | 1,934} 18,646 a us 
12,358 86,710 | 4,279 | 48,188 | 92,717 19,968 
21,270 | 164,261 998} 11,912 | 1,309] 8,569 
15,531 67,912 | 1,613] 17,837 2,402} 17,936 
6,273 44,868 543 4,679 920] 6,368 
1,975 22,302 | 1,446 | 17,914! 2,008 | 24,988 
2,768 35,780 31 375 411} 5,981 
4,066 32,436 543 4,305 | 1,858 | 15,330 
19,388 | 121,810] 2,014 | 32,065 8 105 
10,177 81,901 410 5,067 517 | 4,199 
5,801 54,037 290 0,752 504} 5,031 
5,474 41,320 249 1,933 | 1,008] 8,570 
1,452 15,026 133 1,802 77 738 
18,181 | 124,931 491 4,628 | 1,982 | 7,735 
11,948 78,807 | 7,357 | 80,575 | 7,659 | 56,304 
28,262 | 156,062 979 | 11,771 262 | 3,648 
12,531 70,060 | 4,637 | 54,300 | 7,559 | 41,690 
3,348 30,209 124 1,324 199 | 1,879 
4,626 53,625 662 | 10,086 537 | 5,506 
4,851 62,882 302 6,302 244| 3,195 
25,344 | 167,634] 1,967| 12,930 40 311 
10,217 81,011 882 | 10,691 811] 7,320 
17,761 157,589 893 12,555 $19 2,622 
13,208 98,700 1,429 19,444 757 6,166 
15,885 | 136,698 766 9,030 989 | 8,189 
17,084 | 139,588 805 | 19,478 9 85 
9,607 74,506 231 2,436 282 | 2,187 
427,111 | 3,075,868 | 42,997 | 668,626 | 46,007 | $41,443 


The fish in Lower Canada is exclusive of the Gaspé and Bonaventure Fisheries, of which there is a separate report. 
Beef and pork are very incorrectly given in both parts of the province, 


W.C. CROFTON, 


Sccretary of the Board of Registration. 
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Agricultural Census of Lower Canada, 1852—continued. 
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B. Wheat. Indian Corn, Potatoes. Turnips, 


Counties. Carrots, | Mange) | Beans. | Hops. Eiey Flax or 


ss | (Bush.) Wurtzel. | (Bush.) | (Ibs.) | (Tons.) | Hemp. 
Acres, | Bushels. | Acres. | Bushels. | Acres. | Bushels.| Acres. | Bushels.| Acres. | Bushels. | Acres. | Bushels. (Bushels.) (Ibs.) 


Beauharnois 12,062 | 115,959 | 20,954 | 400,569 20,838 ‘ 3,760 | 187,803 ‘ 6,576 | 6,881 1,954 | 49,392 4,673 5,092 
Bellechasse = 1,548 | 19,424] 20,104 | 266,571 3 2,952 1,902 | 126,089 88 6 97 |- -| 20,062 | 47,877 
Berthier - 9,544 | 54,593 | 44,329 | 665,509 35,790 2,167 | 99,688 - -|- -|- =| - -| 26,314] 92,407 
Bonaventure 208 1,129 4,767 | 95,703 70 1,773 | 148,919 71 9 79 2C6 8,710 5,934 
Chambly 7,004 | 65,025 | 15,509 | 243,850 4,403 ‘ 3 873 | 41,504 1,950 | 10,848 | 1,242 | - -| 80,667 | 15,423 
Champlain - 1,801 | 23,206] 19,046 | 210,796 19,632 806 | 59,295 257 83 87 | - -| 10,953 | 52,769 
Dorchester - 5,693 | $8,889 | 42,932 | 595,665 2,921 3,215 | 293,713 $27 | - - 151 | - =} 40,480] 79,411 
Drummond - 1,849 | 15,204 7,766 | 141,853 19,594 2,017 | 108,765 289 61 514 191] 13,983 | 19,761 
Gaspé - - 210 1,148 893 9,962 - - 1,019 | 69,114 36 15 2 30 6,670 838 
Huntingdon -| 198,885 | 127,083 | $3,873 | 511,800 31,500 2 2,499 | 126,293 9,069 | 10,551] 1,683 1389 | $8,941 | 42,655 
Kamouraska - 2,417 | 16,970 | 10,543 | 196,221 148 1,992 | 109,899 1,800 | - - 101 | - -| 19,840 | 40,942 
Leinster -| 10,740 | 83,351] 94,719 | 536,642 30,767 2,983 | 138,980 3,597 | 10,560 545 28 | 27,138 | 73,400 
L’Islet - 1,589 | 10,795 | 18,562 | 203,884 58 1,862 | 118,588 55 5 142 | - -| 26,978 | 27,743 
Lotbiniere - 2,201 | 12,5835] 15,639 | 223,460 4,315 1,813 | 125,056 210 $1 138 | - -| 13,633 | 29,758 
Megantic - 981 1,637 4,782 | 96,128 12,488 ¢ 2,306 | 162,896 328 9 119 174 4,549 8,794 
Missisquoi - = 315 3,801 3,229 | 115,091 8,438 1,102 | 66,611 9,380 1,558 | 2,329 408 | 29,400 2,088 
Montmorency - 1,754 | 17,281 | 16,894 | 147,490 468 1,320 | 108,976 674 200 205 | - -| 11,001 2,606 
Montreal - 7,119 66,876 15,934 | 248,818 18,805 ; 4,281 | 310,598 14,833 29,637 1,807 | 22,000 | 221,890 7,849 
Nicolet . 2,720 | 16,988 | 16,792 | 267,763 19,532 1,490 | 80,425 963 1,402 266 50 | 23,807 | 67,834 
Ottawa - 2,739 | 24,510] 14,115 | 195,520 4,208 : ‘ 3,148 | 198,000 481 36 812 664 | 18,394 1,016 
Portneuf - 2,320 | 14,204] 20,626 | 287,186 11,227 2,117 | 159,C61 118 | - - 85 | - -| 56,763 | 48,846 
Quebec - 447 7,181 9,812 | 159,606 610 2,620 | 207,934 1,573 1,917 299 $1] 15,240 6,972 
Richelieu - 6,505 | 68,539 | 19,702 | 194,297 21,745 1,866 | 53,910 684 4,290 779 | 18,904] 15,889] 55,611 
Rimouski - 5,504 | 39,110 6,092 | 79,423 z 158 2,384 | 194,907 58 | - - 39 | - -| 14,940] 25,675 
Rouville - 8,714 | 67,290] 18,056 | 263,246 11,127 ‘ 1,842 | 84,283 P 2,477 4,880 | 1,054] 3,759]. 24,400] 98,158 
Saguenay - 4,241 | 30,708 6,497 | 70,668 1,317 2,053 | 101,667 327 2 6 3 9,002 | 35,950 
Shefford - 586 5,395 4,366 | 86,173 26,191 1,297 | 67,476 4,527 208 1,916 | 1,553 | 23,920 3,433 
Sherbrooke - 451 5,768 6,986 | 182,435 64,589 1,849 | 112,282 ; 555 49 881 187 | 37,978 6,919 
Stanstead - 262 8,325 5,705 | 167,256 24,169 1,551 | 121,702 4,148 549 | 9,074 | 47,832] 40,046 3,281 
St. Hyacinthe - 9,721 | 68,781 | 22,672 | 232,772 12,831 1,729 | 59,215 638 2,209 543 596 | 23,055 | 73,326 
St.Maurice - - 4,978 | 36,245 | 30,262 | 505,543 37,363 1,064 | 59,297 562 654 97 1s | 19,934 | 91,238 
Two Mountains = - 8,590 | $3,828 | 24,941 | 361,011 17,757 4,189 | 210,851 9,742 4,666 612 103 | 24,599 | 22,197 
Terrebonne - - 7,081 | 60,740 | 23,929 | 361,121 31,442 3,363 | 186,362 2,496 8,927 923 | 9,870| 16,758 | 32,796 
Vaudreuil -~ - 6,021 | 64,954 | 14,838 | 248,679 3 | 14,779 1,644 | 71,702 1,369 1,837 493 130 | 11,874 8,826 
Verchéres - =| 11,177 134,312] - 15,937 | 239,153 2,045 : 984 | 47,064 1,752 | 16,446 $91 10} 17,800) 37,761 
Yamaska = - 3,264} 19,456] 11,119] 156,280] 2,622] 18,140 914 | 87,306 334 233 | 1,187 85 | 15,027 | 52,380 


Total 165,192 1,182,190 | 590,422 |8,967,594 | 51,781 | 530,417 | 22,669 | 400,287 | 73,244 |4,456,111 3,897 82,344 | 103,999 | 23,602 111,158 | 965,653 |1,867,016 


LINaSaUd GNV LSVd AHL ONILIGIHXA SLUOdAY 


Counties, 


————_—_—__——_| 


Beauharnois 
Bellechasse - 
Berthier - 
Bonaventure 
Chambly 
Champlain 
Dorchester 
Drummond - 
Gaspé - 
Huntingdon - 
Kamouraska 
Leinster - 
L’Islet - 
Lotbiniere - 
Megantic - 
Missisquoi = = 
Montmorency 
Montreal - 
Nicolet - 
Ottawa 
Portneuf 
Quebec 
Richelieu 
Rimouski 
Rouville 
Saguenay 
Shefford - 
Sherbrooke 
Stanstead - 
St. Hyacinthe 
St. Maurice - 
Two Mountains 
Terrebonne . 
Vaudreuil - 
Verchéres - 
Yamaska - 


Total 


Tobacco, 
(lbs.) 


16,210 
3,661 
67,174 
4 


14,302 
5,429 
6,764 
4,420 

41 

31,046 
3,604 

$4,298 
2,388 
2,272 
1,736 

474 
2,277 

18,489 

15,578 
1,179 
5,008 

420 

18,328 
1,812 

17,627 
6,839 
1,971 

142 
1,395 

29,268 

19,922 

28,859 

22,733 

27,433 

32,833 

12,766 


Wool, 
(Ibs.) 


73,854 
33,347 
57,530 
20,646 
31,243 
29,130 
76,914 
30,492 
11,920 
62,657 
43,460 
55,671 
25,458 
32,109 
19,316 
40,205 
20,046 
19,429 
44,494 
20,160 
35,491 
11,199 
39,813 
48,380 
57,973 
48,525 
30,806 
50,417 
55,833 
53,585 
44,666 
54,099 
35,706 
36,994 
34,200 
27,678 


Maple 
Sugar. 


(Ibs.) 


30,497 
295,152 
419,729 

63,371 

6,892 
165,880 
742,997 
217,040 

14,310 

49,968 
129,984 
$02,873 
296,734 
101,403 
334,541 
133,583 

24,137 

17,923 
148,136 

34,386 
189,698 

17,456 

58,403 
£49,175 

64,187 

63,636 
170,037 
427,932 
357,631 
146,005 
246,823 

91,478 
119,882 

40,232 

47,246 

61,337 


488,652 |1,430,976 |6,190,694 


Agricultural Census of Lower Canada, 1852—continued. 


Fulled 
Cider. 
(Gallons, “ain 


30,908 
19,540 
35,972 
10,166 
14,056 
14,040 
42,371 
11,681 

1,288 
39,135 
35,387 
30,519 
28,0538 


17,492 
7,715 
10,084 
12,838 
9,404 
23,892 
7,005 
15,677 
6,655 
28,828 
39,287 
27,007 
34,124 
11,043 
8,549 
18,114 
35,311 
26,307 
23,899 
18,656 

-| .21,194 
7,500 | 17,466 
-| 21,433 


53,327 | 780,891 


Linen. 


3,227 
27,835 
, 68,866 
6,230 
8,528 
35,477 
77,105 
17,523 
503 
20,874 
58,682 
55,096 
31,869 
35,124 
6,786 
1,554 
33,740 
1,502 
48,312 
284 
29,994 
4,895 
38,833 


20,544 
36,809 
1,156 
3,131 
1,859 
43,229 
75,536 
14,517 
22,578 
2,967 
24,469 
29,389 


889,523 


Flannel. 


(Yards.) (Yards.) | (Yards.) 


85,559 
22,159 
37,878 
16,946 
12,082 
16,282 
55,517 
27,198 

6,113 
27,693 
48,306 
$2,061 
24,940 
19,089 

9,551 
20,419 
11,233 

8,212 
24,585 
22,207 
15,708 

3,448 
23,973 
44,732 
27,187 
24,490 
22,811 
28,632 
37,714 
28,607 
30,221 
25,473 
19,637 
18,162 
18,063 
13,962 


860,850 


3,653 


Bulls, 


Oxen, or 


Steers. 


4,015 
2,882 
2,041 
1,276 
1,668 
9,274 
3,247 
1,122 
2,686 
1,910 
5,400 
2,060 
3,095 
2,378 
4,229 
8,255 
1,737 
2,036 
3,298 
2,898 

933 
2,457 
1,916 
2,892 
4,131 
4,772 
6,230 
7,436 
3,400 
2,576 
2,561 
2,842 
2,026 
1,250 
2,334 


111,819 


Milch 
Cows, 


16,080 
7,675 
13,078 
2,826 
7,192 
5,711 
16,102 
4,927 
1,937 
15,551 
8,461 
14,297 
8,674 
6,030 
4,107 
6,638 
4,569 
8,349 
8,471 
6,670 
6,856 
4,436 
8,551 
8,323 
10,684 
6,071 
6,047 
6,736 
6,423 
10,931 
8,808 
12,519 
10,491 
6,911 
7,476 
6,006 


294,514 


Cattle. 


Calves or | Horses of 


Heifers, 


11,435 
4,445 
7,824 
1,987 
3,833 
3,000 

11,184 


4,678 
1,090 
8,921 
4,207 
6,561 
4,209 


4,598 
2,117 
5,808 
2,939 
3,999 
4,391 
4,945 
4,764 
1,854 
5,417 
4,346 
5,222 
4,849 
4,735 
5,914 
6,150 
6,071 
4,508 
7,927 
4,246 
4,889 
4,278 
3,576 


180,317 


all Ages, 


11,204 
3,100 
8,698 
1,268 
7,341 
2,408 

60,456 
2,512 

826 

14,899 
4,335 
9,102 
3,970 
2,822 
1,715 
3,076 
1,839 
6,162 
3,819 
3,731 
8,685 
2,248 
6,002 
4,485 
8,330 
3,548 
2,912 
4,330 
4,186 

: 7,887 
5,575 
8,328 
6,647 
5,479 
5,598 
3,554 


236,077 


29,902 


Sheep. 


3,196 
29,547 

9,291 
13,313 
11,465 
36,416 
12,944 

5,543 
$1,455 
23,006 
25,155 
17,745 
14,612 

8,395 
16,549 
10,821 

7,545 
18,083 
13,083 
14,077 

4,072 
22,551 
27,230 
24,713 
17,268 
13,C69 
18,340 
21,636 
25,785 
17,100 
22,120 
16,690 
16,290 
15,283 
15,587 


14,378 


Pigs. 


6,210 
12,977 
3,689 
1,477 
7,124 
13,757 
4,845 
2,597 
15,382 
6,089 
10,800 
6,260 
5,894 
4,792 
2,297 
2,748 
7,061 
5,015 
7,486 
5,489 
2,897 
7,857 
8,252 
9,626 
6,013 
3,233 
3,424 
2,716 
10,351 
6,508 
11,219 
8,206 
8,326 
5,969 
5,148 


629,827 | 256,219 


Butter. 


(Ibs. ) 


946,371 
347,344 
226,113 

88,910 
245,094 

81,059 
594,817 

18,340 

56,604 
455,588 
384,486 
474,990 
297,065 
209,631 
160,207 
327,128 
126,775 
334,190 
166,023 
252,921 
165,430 
123,619 
142,848 
265,283 
271,838 

81,217 
314,778 
362,297 
414,965 
225,502 
204,258 
463,510 
258,377 
220,558 
241,975 

86,035 


—————_- ——_ | — -___——.-- 


9,637,152 


Cheese. Beef. 
(Ibs. 
37,629 234 
763 568 
4,165 928 
9,635 303 
562 198 
10,070 852 
6,328 694 
1,271 612 
22,318 523 
28 929 
40,719 1,335 
256 1,422 
S71 416 
7,002 1,321 
190,788 3,157 
5,170 141 
51,257 604 
1,001 625 
19,734 2,186 
632 1,624 
1,718 5,105 
1,288 1,266 
661 558 
12,168 780 
- - 509 
99,189 773 
111,527 2,099 
88,851 | $1,432 
3,935 678 
623 1,664 
$1,716 1,008 
2,311 1,137 
10,821 1,007 
7,507 1,414 
500 645 
$11,014 68,747 


——— 


1,808 


Pork. 


(Barrels.) | ( Barrels.) 


4,557 
5,396 
1,862 
3,632 
843 
8,058 
3,971 
741 
12,287 
3,446 
7,891 
4,662 
2,752 
5,030 
3,538 
549 
2,879 
2,650 
4,162 
6,877 
3,266 
4,149 
66,794 
7,168 
3,246 
2,618 
3,279 
28,534 
4,966 
5,983 
6,2CO 
5,280 
8,126 
4,964 
1,856 


223,870 


Quantity 
of Fish 
cured. 


48,363 
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62 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


CANADA. 
Spa's GENERAL ABSTRACT OF 


Natives 3 
: of Canada. ay 
: 3 
S. S $ ¢ : aE 4 = 
COUNTIES, &c. 4 rg 2g a) g aa} & q a 
e a ar iy Or ae Soe ae ee ae 
oa ae Gale Ge ee ee eee Gee es 
Pe eer a ee et che eed ed 
a a a 4 A ry Dp 4 Z A 5 
1. Addington - -| 15,165 519 231 2,985| 10,429 281 679 6 2 2 3 
2. Brant = - | 25,426| 3,167] 92,329 $,428| 14,165 44] 1,717 los | 348 1 19 
8. Bruce oy tte 2,837 298 |. 698 418] 1,165 60 13 117 10}- «|< «= 
4, Carleton « -| 23,6387 459 951 8,231] 12,835 898 206 8 TE 1 1 
5. Dundas - -]| 13,811 252 336 2,214| 10,247 231 499 7 a oe 2 
6. Durham - - | 30,732] 5,714 1,107 7,811| 15,084 76 810 21 27 2 8 
7. Elgin - -| 25,418] 2,262 | 92,602 1,162] 16,087 92 1,932 | 897 | 243 1l 25 
8 Essex - -| 16,817) 1,181 306 1,301] 6,490] 5,424] 1,932 32 2)e- - 9 
9. Frontenac - - | 19,150] 1,138 574 4,478] 11,448 551 889 20 |= -|- - Hi 
10. Glengary - -| 17,596 71 2,611 393| 19,742 1,627 110 25 6 1 1 
11, Grey - =| 13,217] 1,019} 2,487 2,951| 6,175 39 446 24 53 |- - 1 
12, Grenville - + | 20,707 753 665 5,220] 12,860 311 860 8 5 1 2 
13, Haldimand - | 18,788] 1,673 1,060 2,767| 11,339 159 1,180 80 60|- = 3 
14, Halton - «| 18,3822] 1,930 1,538 3,438] 9,767 818 673 90 38 1 7 
15. Hastings ~ -| 31,977] 1,750 672 6,615| 20,462 789 1,591 29 i 9 6 
16. Huron - -| 19,198] 2,190} 92,766 4,673| 8,280 412 229| 314 35 4 12 
17, Kent - -| 17,469] 1,338 1,324 1,218} 10,123 1,268 1,762} 997 118 8 8 
18. Lambton - -] 10,815 935 1,358 1,501} 5,846 369 555 142 44|- - 6 
19, Lanark - -| 27,317 586 3,740 5,798] 16,448 378 217 11 6 3 5 
20. Leeds . - | 380,280 886 824 6,926] 19,635 478 1,430 21 a9\- - 6 
21. Lenox - - 7,955 291 128 945| 5,957 62 546 1 j}- - 1 
22. Lincoln - ~| 23,868] 1,704 795 3,222] 15,060 $37 | 2,285 159 |- - 14 26 
23. Middlesex - -| 32,864] 3,171 4,762 3,976| 18,800 3 1,652 | 387 |- -|- = 15 
24. Northumberland «| 31,229] 3,091 1,852 5,295| 18,472 856 1,523 35 27 1 8 
25. Norfolk - +] 21,281] 1,718 730 1,828] 14,730 141 1,990 | 191 268 }- -|- - 
26, Ontario - - | 30,576] 4,460] 3,405 3,991] 16,936 189 1,226 136 169 |- - 3 
27, Oxford - -| $2,638] 3,769] 4,685 2,371] 17,990 84] 2,618 102 | 415 bE 33 
28, Peel . -| 24,816] 3,157 1,542 7,846] 12,105 114 444 48 |- -l|- - 7 
29, Perth - -| 15,545] 1,515] 2,013 8,281] 6,718 49 267 63 12 1 
30. Peterboro’ - -| 15,237| 1,170] 1,059 4,216] 8,046 490 218 y) S|- = 13 
31. Prescott - -| 10,487 198 647 1,264] 4,745 | 3,438 152 11 3]- - 2 
32, P, Edward -| 18,887 722 157 1,877| 14,509 185 1,261 16 sj- -|- - 
83, Renfrew - - 9,415 154 1,064 2,421| (4,797 804 103 19 87,4 = 1 
34, Russell - - 2,870 58 252 562| 1,277 688 27 1 Lope mop ens 
35, Simcoe - ef 27,165} 1,755] 2,191 8,106] 13,999 569 450| - =#=]= -f- -]- © 
86. Stormont - © 14,643 217 1,062 1,640| 10,548 758 376 21 Le (ae od 
$7, Victoria - -] 11,657 658 1,722 2,557| 6,461 18 205 8 5le - 3 
38, Waterloo - -| 26,537] 1,334] 9,911 1,382] 13,141 189 1,394 25 24|- - 6 
39, Wellington - -| 26,796] 3,505] 4,884 5,638 | 11,694 | - - 581 68 je - 6 
40. Welland - - | 20,141] 1,162 600 2,094] 12,983 242 | 2,109 77 26 3 5 
41. Wentworth -| 28,507} 2,821 2,959 5,235] 15,416 134 1,577 55 141 s 15 
42, York - -| 48,944] 7,749] 93,111 9,241| 25,961 62 | 2,049 119 | 235 4 22 
43. Toronto City -]| 30,775} 4,958] 2,169] 11,305] 9,956 467 1405| 2 -|- -J=* -|- - 
44, Kingston - -| 11,585| 1,311 537 4,396| 4,593 210 S65 |} = 2 |= ete © 
45. Hamilton = -| 14,112] 2,272 1,376 4,687| 4,592 17 735 38 38 8 15 
46. Bytown - - 7,760 329 307 2,486| 2,420] 2,056 100 11 7 3 5 
47. London - : 7,035) 1,834 712 1,877] 2,620 | = - 854) 8 e J= -]|- = 26 
Toran - | 952,004} 82,699 | 75,811 | 176,267| 526,093 | 26,417 | 43,732 | 3,785 | 2,634 79 | 345 


el a ec ee ee ee Oe |S ee ee 
* In several Counties these divisions were not given in the abstracts; they appear in the 


Office Board of Registration and Statistics, Quebec, 
Ist September 1852. 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 63 


Oricins, UPPER CANADA. 
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106 | 9,957 | 1,007 15 57 29 188 209 11 24 131 | 1,351 


general abstract of ages, There are about 8,000 coloured persons in Western Canada. 
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126,750 Bushels 
against 


79,885 Bushels. 


2,792,394 Bushels. 


June 27, 1849. 
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NEW BRUNSWICK. 


(No. 34.) No. 2. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Sir Epmunp Heap Bart. to the 
Right Hon. Sir Joun S. Paxineton Bart. 


Government House, Fredericton, 
New Brunswick, October 4, 1852. 
Sir, (Received November 8, 1852.) 
I nave the honour to enclose the “ Blue Book” for this colony, made up 
to the beginning of the year 1852. 

I should have been able to transmit this volume earlier had it not been for 
the fact that the clerks in the office of the Provincial Secretary have been fully 
occupied until very lately in digesting and completing the published Return of 
the Population of New Brunswick. Six copies of this document, as printed by 
order of the Assembly, accompany the present despatch, and I do not know 
that I can discuss the present condition of the colony more advantageously than 
by stating some of the results of this Census, and commenting thereon. 

2. I ought, however, in the first place to observe, that the details of the Return 
in question cannot probably be relied on as absolutely correct. The Provincial 
Act, 11 Vict. c. 27, gives to the justices in session in each county the appoint- 
ment of the persons who are to collect the information. The Census 1s not 
taken in one day, and several instances of carelessness in the performance of 
their duty by the persons employed have been brought to my knowledge. 
Besides this, I fear that an ignorant jealousy may have led some persons to 
withhold answers to minute statistical inquiries. Still, upon the whole, the 
Return will present us with the means of an approximate estimate of the 
progress and condition of this portion of British North America. Where it errs, 
it is likely to err on the side of defect rather than excess. 

3. The total numerical increase in our population in the course of eleven years 
since the last Census is estimated at 39,800 persons, being at the rate of 2°35 
per cent. annually, or 25°84 per cent. in the whole. At the end of the state- 
ment you will find, Sir, a comparison between our rate of progress and that of 
the four northern states of the American Union, Maine, New Hampshire, 
Vermont, and Massachussets. These states were selected for comparison, 
because they are our nearest neighbours, and resemble New Brunswick most 
closely in climate and general character. The result will be found to be that 
our rate of increase, computed for ten years, is 23°49 per cent., whilst that of 
the four states in question for the same time has been 21°55 per cent. 

So far, at least, we have no reason to complain, although we cannot boast of 
the brilliant prosperity and rapid progress of Western Canada or the Valley of 
the Mississippi. 

4. It is probable that the portion of the Census Returns which is least 
complete is that which professes to give statistical details as to the quantity of 
agricultural produce, fish, and manufactures. Interesting information, however, 
may be gleaned from these particulars as they stand. 

It strikes one as curious that the five counties touching on the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence, that is to say, Westmoreland, Kent, Northumberland, Gloucester, 
and Restigouche, are returned as growing in the year more wheat by one-third | 
than all the rest of the province together; yet the population of the five 
counties is only 60,153 against 133,647. ‘The climate in the Gulf of St. Law- 
rence is certainly not milder or more favourable than that on the Bay of Fundy 
or the River St. John; and although the soil in Gloucester and Restigouche is 
well adapted for wheat, I am inclined to attribute this fact to the superior 
facility enjoyed by the southern and south-western districts for the importation 
of flour from the United States. 

5. The increase in the quantity of cleared land since 1840 is given as con- 
siderable, viz., 217,343 acres. You will observe, Sir, that the growth of 
potatoes is stated to be very large. Jor several years the blight was destructive, 
and it still exists, but its ravages are comparatively unimportant. The potato 
crop for the present year (1852) is abundant, and so far as I am able to learn, 
has not suffered materially. 

6. In a former despatch of mine, addressed to Earl Grey, I took occasion to 
remark that potatoes were a standard crop in this country, for a reason converse 
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to that which encouraged their growth in Ireland. In both countries it was 
important to raise the largest possible bulk of human food on a given space of 
ground; in Ireland, because, although labour was abundant, land was scarce ; 
in this country because, although land is abundant, the other element of produc- 
tion, labour, is scarce. ‘The potato blight, therefore, fell with great severity on 
the settler in our woods, who, with one or two pair of hands at his command, 
relied on this kind of produce for his winter supplies. 

7. Next to potatoes, oats are the kind of crop most abundant in New 
Brunswick. 

The quantity of Indian corn appears small, although it usually ripens suc- 
cessfully in this climate. It is cultivated principally on the River Saint John, 
and the total amount is stated at 62,225 bushels. 

Turnips and other roots fit for feeding stock are, I rejoice to say, increasing 
in quantity and improving in quality. Experience has shown that they can be 
cultivated with great advantage. 

Our largest dairy country is situated in the counties of Westmorland and 
Albert, at the head of the Bay of Fundy. In this district there is much diked 
land and marsh which requires no manure, but an occasional overflow of fer- 
tilizing mud suspended’ in the turbid waters of that part of the bay. One 
singular fact of great importance should be remarked in connexion with these 
marshes, there appears to be no ague or low fever endemic amongst them. 

One peculiar article made for home consumption on the borders of our 
forests, is the maple sugar, of which 350,957 lbs. are stated to be manufactured 
in the year. 

8. After some bad seasons, we have been blessed with abundant harvests for 
the last three years ; and it affords me great pleasure to say, that the crops of 


the current year (1852) appear likely to prove satisfactory. The crop of 


hay, indeed, on the uplands, has been short, owing to long-continued drought 
at one period of the summer. 

9. It remains for me to add something with reference to the commerce of 
the colony, and I have pleasure in saying, that upon the whole its condition 
is satisfactory. We suffer, no doubt, from the high duties imposed on our 
produce by the United States, but our trade in wood with Great Britain is in 
a prosperous condition. The fall in freights has facilitated the sale of timber 
and deals, which might not otherwise have brought remunerating prices. The 
sudden increase in the number of “timber berths” (or licences to cut ona 
given space of Crown land), sold at the public sale, in 1851, is very remarkable, 
as the subjoined table will show :-— 


Memoranpum of Timber Berths sold at General Sales in the Years 1849, 
1850, and 1851. 


Minimum 


Year. Licences. | Square Miles. — be oa ae hd an 2 ses Amount. 

$. a. ad. $09 a # 68... d. 
1849 220 887 20 0 102 O Ui Et} 517 13 0 
1850 356 1,4774 20 0 90... 0 ll 5} 844 17 0 
1851 711 2,751 20 0 220 O 16 32 2,244 11 6 


The mileage was 10s. per square mile, but not less than two miles was licensed. 


The relative amount of competition at these sales is shown by the increase 
in the highest rate, and by the a ‘erage rate paid as compared with those 
of the two former years. In the course of the present year the “ mileage” 
has been raised, by the advice of the [Executive Council, to 20s., and the 
number of licences granted has not been relatively so great as in 1851: but 
the last sales are not yet over, and it is therefore premature to judge of the 
effect of this measure. 

10. One curious point connected with the deal trade may be worth notice : 
A good deal of embarrassment was formerly caused in Saint John by the 
accumulations of large quantities of sawdust from the mills close to the har- 
bour. We have unfortunately allowed the ice trade, which might have been as 
profitable to St. John as to Boston, to slip out of our hands. One use, therefore, 
of refuse sawdust, that of packing ice, is lost to us. In 1849 the complaints 
of damage done to the harbour of St. John by the quantity of sawdust and 
refuse “ slabs” thrown into it were so great, that the Legislature passed an Act 
(12 Vict. c. 52.) prohibiting this mode of disposing of these articles. I am 
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inclined to hope that a profitable remedy for this nuisance has now been found. 
In the last spring a fire occurred which consumed the mills of the Honourable 
John Robertson, one of the principal merchants of St. John. These mills 
have now been rebuilt, and Mr. Robertson tells me, that he has succeeded 
in constructing furnaces so contrived as to employ the sawdust and other refuse 
wood in the production of steam. Ina letter addressed to me on the 25th 
September last, he says :— 

‘* My boiler-houses and furnaces are precisely the same as before the fire ; 
“ the only alteration is an additional stack of chimneys, and additional heights 
“‘ to the others. The furnace in which I am now using the sawdust is con- 
‘ sidered by the agents of the insurance offices here as more safe than when I 
“ am burning wood. When the mill is in full operation I will burn the offal 
** in both furnaces, so that the question of sawdust as fuel, and with the most 
“ perfect safety, is now fully settled.” 

Such result is doubly important. A serious nuisance is at once got rid of, 
and it is applied to the production of working power. 

11. Before I close this Despatch, it is necessary to advert to one branch of 
our industry which possesses peculiar interest at the present time,—the 
fisheries. : 

I do not rely on the strict accuracy of the returns accompanying the Census 
in this matter, any more than in others. As I have already said, however, I 
believe the numbers are too low rather than too high. ‘The total value of fish 
alleged to be caught in the year is 82,832/. currency (about equal to 69,000/. 
sterling). The details will be found on the next page, as extracted from the 
Census Returns. I saw, with surprise, that the catch of fish in the small 
island of Campo Bello, at the entrance of the Bay of Fundy, is estimated 
at upwards of 10,000/. currency. 

On the other hand, I feel confident that the sums set opposite the parishes of 
“ Carraquet” and “ Shippegan,” in the county of Gloucester, must be very 
much underrated, but I have no means of correcting the statement. 

12. I will conclude by saying that the prospects of New Brunswick at the 
present moment appear, under Providence, to be cheering. ‘Nor do I see any 
reason to apprehend any sudden check to our progress. 

On the other hand, it must be remembered that these prospects have not the 
brilliancy which allures emigrants to Australia or California. Some of our 
young men have naturally been tempted to seek a more rapid access to wealth 
in one or other of these countries, and more will probably follow. 

In New Brunswick a man who is prepared to work hard may, by honesty and 
industry, support his family, and continue to improve his own position in life ; 
but if he looks to make a fortune in a short time he must go elsewhere. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND HEAD. 
The Right Hon. Sir J. 8. Pakington, Bart. 
&c. &c. &c. 


Enclosure in No. 2. 


Rerurn of VaLuE and Quantities of Fisx caught in the Year 1851, as exhibited in the 
Census Returns. 


Counties and Parishes. Value. Barrels. Boxes. | Quintals. Number. Pounds, 
ALBERT. £ Smelt 40 
Coverdale - - 137 { Salmon 5 \ — — —_ — 
Shad 78 
Harvey - - 317 | - - 806 _ SS _ — 
Hillsborough - 413 | - - 275 — ms — — 
Hopewell a ae 151 | - # . “T1t — _ _ — 
CARLETON. — — —_ —_ — —_ 
CHARLOTTE. 
Campo Bella - | 10,078 | - - 5,479 |25,102 | 8,391 _ —_ 
Grandmanan - | 6,885 | Oil 5,526 — —_ — — 
- - 2,435 | 26,210 | 8,310 _— — 
Pennfield - - | 1,130 | - - 1,000 | - - | 1,285 a _— 
St. David - - 170 | - - 240 — 
St. George - - =] 3,340 | - - -|- - | 9,890 == — 
West Isles - - | 9,835 | - - 5,333 _ —_ _ _ 
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Value. Barrels, Boxes. |Quintals. Number, Pounds. 


a | 


GLoucEsTER. £ 
Beresford - ~-| 1,399 { Hering gtatpe 24 Mla i = 
Caraquet - - | 4,804 | - - 1,239 | - -| 8,369 oe _ 
New Bandon - ~ | 1,783 | - - -|- =| 2971 _ —_ 
Saumarez - - | 2,169 | - - 4,340 _ — —_ _ 
Shippigan - - | 5,608 | - - 1,065 | - =| 7,251 _ — 
Kenr. : 
Carleton “ - 637 | - - 706 _ = _— a 
Dundas - - - 714 | - - 1,428 — — _ —_ 
Richibucto - - | 2,498 | - - 1,978 — _ — — 
Weldford - - 144 | - - 288 — _ —_ a 
Wellington - - 782 | - - 1,564 — — ao — 
Kine’s. 
Greenwich - - 83 | - - Cy a = — — 
Hampton - - 30 | - - 42 | - -|- -| Salmon 60 — 
Kingston - - 29 | - - 56 _ _ — —s 
Norton - - 14 | - - 9 — — -—- — 
Westfield - - 521 | - - 844] - -|- -| Salmon 1,187 _ 
NorTHUMBERLAND. Salmon, 
Alnwiek - - | 2,321 | - - 9,598 | - - 416 - - 128,000 
Blackville - - TA) — — i —~ — 
Blissfield - - 42, | ~- - 19 — _ —- — 
Chatham . - - | 4,665 | - - 1,810 20 50 - - 5,550 
Glenelg - - ~ | 1,753 | - - 1,804 — = — _ 
Ludlow - - 80 | - - 36 — — — a 
Nelson - - - 444 | - - 262 _ — — _ 
Newcastle - - 240 | - - 140 _— _— — —_ 
Northesk - - 173 — — se — — 
QUEEN’s. 
Canning - - 113 |- - 150 —_ —_ ~ — 
Hampstead - - 29 |\- - 55 — — — — 
Johnston - - 50 | - - 50 — —_ _ —_ 
Waterborough - - 64 | - - 64 _ —_ — — 
Wickham - - 40 | - - 53 —_— — — — 
RESTIGOUCHE. 
Addington - - 448 | - ~ 18] _ _ -- — 
Colbourn - - 313 | = 369 _ —_ _ -—- 
Dalhousie - - 370 edhe a of } _ -—- -_ — 
Durham - - 198 | - - 396 — _ — a 
Sant Jonn. ; 
Lancaster “ - 283 | - - -|- -|- - | Salmon 1,430 — 
Portland - - 562 | - - -|- -|- - | Ditto 530 et 
9,810 
St. John - - | 10,617 | - - { not \. - |. -| Ditto 2,650 _ 
found : 
St. Martin - - 352 | - - 449 | - - 100 - _ 
75 9 
Simonds - - 493 | - - { not \. - { not \ Ditto 550 — 
Sunpury. found found 
Blissville - - 5]- - 7 — — —_ 
Burton - - - 75 |- - 150 — _ 
f 32,300 
Lincoln - - 47 Gatpe-} 94, — _ 
reaux. 
Mangerville - =| 57 |{9100% gg} _ Se 
Sheffield - - 140 | - - 42] —_ ms 
VICTORIA. 
Perth - - - 65 | - - -|- - J 
WESTMORELAND. 
Botsford - - | 1,186 | - - 41,186 — —_— 
Dorchester - - | 1,882 | - - 922 os _ 
Sackville - - 814 | - - 555 —_ ve: 
Shediac - - 953 | - - 1,906 _ — 
Westmoreland - - 17 |- - 17 os — 
Moncton - - 38 | - - 30 _ — 
Yorx. 
Dumfries - - 14 | - - 7 —_— _ 
Prince William - - 10 | - - 3 — — 
Queensbury = - 33 | - : 22 — — 
Stanley - - 74 — _ a 
82,832 ots a wv 
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MEVALES. NEW SOUTH WALES. 


(No. 82.) No. 3. 


Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir C. A. FrrzRoy to the Right Hon. 
Earl Grey. 
Government House, Sydney, 
June 2, 1852. 

My Lorp, (Received Nov. 20, 1852.) 
ieee Ihave the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book of this colony 

for the year ended on the 31st December 1851 ; and, in compliance with the 

‘nstructions contained in the Secretary of State’s Despatch, No. 101, of 

5th May 1842, I proceed to offer such remarks as may be interesting to 

your Lordship. 


2. Taxes, Duties, Sc. 


The total revenue derived from the duties on spirits imported, as well as made 
in the colony, was in 


£ iit: a 

1850 - - - - - 128,187 3 6 
Of which the Port Phillip district con- 

tributed - . - - 40,828 <0 

And the middle district - - « “87,554 ~ 14 0 
And in 1851, not including the colony of 

Victoria - - x = TOF 0S AG 

Showing an increase of = - = TRO 87 


which is attributed to the increase of population, the discovery of the gold 
fields, and the growing prosperity of the colony. 
2, The ad valorem duties amounted in the year 
1850 to ‘ : . - £29,241 9 1 
Of which the Port Phillip district yielded- 11,407 12 7 
And the middle district - « - 17,858 16-6 
And in 1851 - - - a1) 22;950% (0.7 
Not including the colony of Victoria. 
Showing an increase of ° - - 5,096 18 1 


which is attributed to the increase of population, the high rate of wages, and the 
growing prosperity of the colony generally. 
4. The duties on tobacco produced in the year 
1850, were - = - « £64,719 8 O 
Of which the Port Phillip district con- 


tributed - - 24,248 4 38 
And the middle district - 2 - 40,471 3 9 
And in 1851 - - - = $0,806.13. 1 
Showing a decrease of - - - 9,664 10 8 


which is attributed to the diminished stock in the market, owing to the failure 
of the crop in America, and partly perhaps to illicit traffic. 
5. The wharfage and harbour duties amounted in 


1851 to ‘ - 3 - £6,123 15 0 
And in 1850 to Z 5 -  §,542 15 0 
(Exclusive of Port Phillip, 2,9320. 7s. 3d.) 

Showing an increase of - - 581 0 O 


_—————_ 


Of this amount, the dues on the entry and clearance of vessels and the light- 
house dues show a trifling increase of 226/. 18s.8d., owing to tle increase of 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 69 


shipping; while the tonnage duty is decreased by the sum of 1201. Qs. 9d., in 
consequence of a larger number of vessels trading between the colonies, which 
are exempted from the payment of tonnage duty more than once in twelve 
months, although liable to all other port charges on entry and clearance. The 
pilotage fees and those of the harbour-master’s office show an increase of 
4741. 3s. 3d., owing to the increased traffic of the port. 


6. Post Office. 
The revenue produced by the Post Office and the expenditure stand 
thus : — 
Revenue. Expenditure. 


MR a te oa 

In 1850 - d 4 - 20,172 7 3 26,173 610 
Contributed by Port Phillip. - 6526 1 6 10,440 15 6 
13,646 5 9 15,782 11 4 

In 1851 - - 518,952 BA 1b: Se4at's ~ 4 


7. The assessment on stock beyond the settled districts under the Act of 
Council 11 Victoria No. 18. produced during the year 


£ et ae 
1850 - - - - - 29,871 14 5 
Contributed by Port Phillip - - 12,655 15 11 


IETS 8G 
In 1851 16,477 17 10 


The fees on licences to occupy Crown lands and to cut timber, which are 
part of the Crown revenue, produced— 


Ea Sua res 
In 1850 - - - - 48,466 13 1 
Contributed by Port Phillip “ - 18,240 9 6 


35,226 3 7 
In 1851 - : 3 : - 85,627 14 4 


The licences to search for, dig, and remove gold, which were issued on 
Ist June 1851, the discovery of the gold fields having only been made in the 
preceding month, produced in the last half year 30,890/. 4s, 6d. The amount 
received for the conveyance of gold and money by escort during the same 
period amounted to 2,919/. 14s. 3d. The expenses consequent on the discovery 
of the gold fields amounted during the same period to 9,299/. 7s. 7d. 


9. Fees of Office. 


The revenue derived from the fees of office was— 


Gols ai 

In 1850 - : : 5 - 19,548 2 1 
Contributed by Port Phillip - - 8,795 19 1 
10,752 3 0 

In 1851 - - - - 8,327 0 9 


10. Revenue and Expenditure. 
The accounts of the colony are made up in accordance with the principle laid 
down in the Constitution Act. 


11. The ordinary revenue, that is to say, the revenue derived from taxes, 
duties, rates, and imposts, was— 


Agee oe. 8 
In 1850. - 4 : d - 871,304 5 38 
Contributed by Port Phillip - - 122,781 0 4 


248,613 41 
In 1851 ; . ‘ - 277,728 18 1 
Therefore the revenue of the last year ex- 
ceededthat of the previous year by - 29,115 13 2 
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aay = 12. Crown Revenue. 
se The following is a statement of Crown revenue for 1851 :— 

oo ee 
Land sold - - - - 42,205 2 1 
Town allotments by leaseholders — - - 29 15 0 
Land and immigration deposits - - 821 10 0 
Leases and licences to occupy Crown lands- 36,806 14 4 
Licences to cut timber on ditto - a EL IG OF" .O 
Licences to search for, dig, and remove gold 30,890 4 6 
Conveyance of money and gold - - 2919 14 8 
Quit-rents, and redemption of same = 7.667 1310 
Rents of Government quarries and premises 42 0 O 
Proceeds and sales, reimbursements, &c. = - 778 19 4 


£123,340 13 4 
To which is added— 
Proceeds of sale of land and immigration 
debentures . - - - 80,541 13 10 
Immigration remittances - - - 626 0 O 
Leases to occupy church and school estates 4,460 18 9 


£208,969 5 11 


13. The charges on the same revenue in 1851 were as follows :— 


£ 60) 
Survey, sale, and management - - 82,026 12 2 
Immigration, including quarantine - 98,721 6 10 
Aborigines - - = T163 212937 
Expenses consequent on gold discovery - 9,299 7 7 
Miscellaneous services - - . 3,465 19 9 
Revenue and receipts returned - - 409 4 2 
Special payments - - . - 43,984 11 9 
Payments out of the church and school 
estate revenues - - - 22,732 10 9 


£211,803 5 7 


14.— Convict Expenditure (from Military Chest). 


The expenditure under this head continues to decrease. 
It was in 1850 £ 10,677 12 10 
io, DGGE 7,675 7 8 
The expenses paid from the Colonial Treasury for the superintendence, 
lodging, and maintenance of convicts during 1851, at the establishment at 
Cockatoo Island and Newcastle, amounted to 5,415/. 1s. 1d., being at the rate 
of 16/. 6s. 2d. each man per annum. 
The number of convicts in the colony on 31st December was 


1851. 1850. 
British 1,960 2,022 
Colonial 399 342 
2,359 2,364 


The number of ticket-of-leave holders was 

1,604 1,625 
and the small reduction arises from a large number of men who were reported 
as absconders in 1850 having accounted for their supposed absence, and there- 
fore had their indulgence restored. 


15.—Local Revenue. 


- The total revenues of the city of Sydney amounted in 1851 to 19,268/. 6s. 1d, 
A Return of the revenue and expenditure of the South Head Roads ‘Trust, 
established under the authority of the Act of Council, 11 Victoria, No. 49, and 


vei 
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of the Cumberland Roads Trust, under the authority of the Act of Council, NEW SOUTH 
13 Victoria, No. 41, will be found in the Blue Book. 


16. The District Councils remain in the same state of abeyance as hitherto. 


17.—Military Expenditure. 
The expenses of repairs to the Victoria Barracks and Dawes’ Battery, Sydney 
during the year 1851, amounted to 3271. 2s. 7d. 
18. The only other expenditure under this head was consequent on the 


breaking up of the old mounted police corps on 81st December 1850, and 
amounted to 8111. 16s. 6d. 


19.— Legislation. 


The Reports on the Acts passed by the Legislative Council in 1851 were 
forwarded to your Lordship by my Despatches, No. 91, of 6th May 1851, and 
4, of 14th January 1852, 


20.— Pensions. 
The pension list shows an increase in 1851, and stands thus: 
In 1850 - £1,209 17 8 
1851 - 2.3384 15 § 


21.—Recapitulation of the Establishment. 


This head requires no observation. 
22. The foreign consuls in the year 1851 were those of America, France, 
the free Hanseatic City of Bremen, and the Hawaiin Islands, 


23.— Population. 


A Census, the returns of which were forwarded to your Lordship with my 
Despatch, No. 190, of the 20th November 1851, was taken on the Ist March 
in that year, by which it appears that the population amounted to 


Males : - - 108,691 
Females ‘ - 81,260 
Total - 189,951 
The population on the 3ist December last, it is supposed, amounted to 
Males - - - 113,032 
Females - - 84,136 
Total - 197,168 
The increase between the 2d March 1846 and the 1st March 1851 was 
Males - - - 14,106 
Females - - 19,115 
Total - 83,221 
The centesimal increase during the same period— 
Males - - - 14°92 
Females as - 30°76 
Total ene 3 
The centesimal proportion of the sexes— 
Males, Females. Total. 
In 1841 - - 65-80 34°20 100 
1846 - - 60°35 39°65 100 


1851 - z 57°22 42°78 100 
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= he 24.—Ecclesiastical Returns. 
ere The expenses under this head amount to 
fe gs. id. 
Church of England — - - « 17,107 15° 4 
Presbyterian - - - 2,173 19° 0 
Wesleyan Methodist - - 650 O O 
Church of Rome . - - -  7;584-16. 9 


Total paid from the Colonial Treasury - £ 27,486 11 1 


The number of clergymen in the colony is : 


Paid wholly or in part Supported wholly by 
by Government, voluntary contribution, 

Church of England - - 60 16 
Presbyterian - . - 14 See 
Wesleyan - - - 11 5 
Independent - - - 0 4 
Baptist - - - 0 2 
Roman Catholic - - QT 0) 
Jews - : - - 0 1 

Pe 50 


In my Despatch, No. 23, of 30th January last, I had occasion to consult your 
Lordship respecting the omission of any order or direction for the distribution 
among the various religious denominations receiving aid from the Government 
of the sum reserved to, Her Majesty for purposes of public worship by 
Schedule (A. Part .3) annexed to the Act of Parliament, 13 & 14 Victoria, 
cap. 59., and I then reported to your Lordship the measures I had in conse- 
quence adopted. 


25. Education. 


The Sydney University has not yet come into active operation, as the senate 
is awaiting the arrival from England of the professors, respecting the selection 
of whom I communicated with your Lordship in my Despatch No  .of the 

last. 

The number of schools is stated to be 420. The number of scholars, 21,076. 


The amount paid from the Colonial ‘Treasury in supportofthe £# s. d. 


orphan, denominational, and national schools, in 1851, was - 22,687 14 5 
The amount paid by voluntary contribution, as stated in the 
returns of schools - - - - - 6,872 0 10} 
Total - - £29,059 15 3% 
pent akin 


26. Exchanges, Monies, Se. 


The coin in the colony was supposed to be— 


In 1850 j si ° be Le £690,852 18 51a 
1851 - - - - 560,766 9 9 
The paper currency in circulation was— 
In 1850 - S be - = £266,002 0 0 
1851 , . : - » 618,565 °O 0 


The accounts are kept in pounds, shillings, and pence. 

The exchange varied from par to 14 per cent. premium for Treasury bills, 
and from 54 per cent. discount to 14 per cent. premium for bank bills on 
London. The rates of exchange for bills on India, purchased by two of the 
banks, were from 14 to 74 per cent. discount. 
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27. Imports and Exports. 
The imports amounted in 1850 to - 2,078,338 
Of which Port Philip contributed - 744,925 
1,333,413 
In 1851 - - - - 1,563,931 
Showing an increase of - - £230,528 
ES 
The exports amounted in 1850 to - 2,399,580 
Of which Port Phillip contributed - 1,041,796 
1,357,784 
In 1851 to . : : ; 1,796,912 
Showing an increase of - - £439,128 
The export of wool from the whole colony was— 
Value. Quantity. 
£ Ibs. 
In 1850 - - - 1,614,241 32,361,829 
Of which Port Phillip yielded = - 826,190 18,091,207 
788,051 14,270,622 
In 1851 - eae - $28,342 15,269,317 
Showing an increase of - - 40,291 998,695 
The tallow exported was— 
Value Quantity. 
= cwts. 
In 1850 ; ; > - 300,721 217,878 
Of which Port Phillip contributed - 132,863 89,788 
Sydney district - - - 167,858 128,090 
In 1851 - - - - 114,168 86,460 
° = ae ed) ages ae Tons. 
Showing a decrease of - - 58,690 41,630, or 4,323 
The gold exported from the 1st June to 31st December 1851 was— 
Value. Quantity. 
4 oz. dwts. grs. 
468,336 144,120 17 16 


There is, however, included in the above a portion of what has been brought 
from the neighbouring colony of Victoria, but the quantity cannot be accurately 


ascertained. 


The shipping returns are— 
1850. 


No. Tons. No. Tons. Men. 
Inwards - 421 126,185 558 153,002 7,955 
Outwards 506 176,762 5038 189,020 7,988 


28. Agriculture. 


1851. 


The returns under this head, which will be found at page 645, have been 
- compiled from returns: furnished by the magistrates and commissioners of 


Crown Lands. 


The average price of wages, merchandise, and produce are inserted at 


page 650. 
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aay “ee 29. Manufactures, Mines, and Fisheries. 


These returns will be found at pages 652 and 654. 
There are in the colony— 
10 Coal mines. 
2 Iron. 
8 Copper. 
ie of the latter are worked in consequence of the want of labour in the 
colony. 
A brief description of the gold mines in the western and southern districts 
will be found interesting,—see p. 654. 


80. Grants and Sales of Land. 


The land granted for public purposes amounted to— 
Acres, Roods. Perches. 
107. 2° -4} 

The amount received from the sale of land was 


. £ os. d. 
In 1850 & f - 35,251 10 7 
(Exclusive of Port Phillip) 
In 1851 - « 


- - 67,912 3 2 


81. Gaols and Prisons. 
The following is the comparative state of crime :— 


Convictions in the Supreme Court. 
1850. 1851. 


(Sydney District.) 


Murders - - va as 6 
Other felonies - - - 142 — 133 
Misdemeanors - - - 40 = 46 
Convictions in Courts of Quarter Sessions. 
1850. 1851. 
Felonies - - - - 3802 = 322 
Misdemeanors - - - 64 —_— 67 
Criminals executed. 
1850. 1851. 
4 Os 
Civil cases tried in the Supreme Court. 
1850, 1851. 
(Sydney District.) 
89 119 
Of which the number of undefended cases was in 1850. 1851. 
(Sydney District.) 
18 21 


32. Miscellaneous. 


The annual statistics, not having been completed to this date, cannot as usual 
be appended to the Blue Book, but I will forward copies to your Lordship as 
soon as they are printed. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed) C. A. FITZROY. 
&c. &c. &e. 
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VICTORIA. 


(No. 71.) No. 4. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant Governor Latrose to the Right 
Honourable Earl Grey. 
Melbourne, June 12, 1852. 

My Lorp, . (Received, November 5, 1852.) 

In obedience to your Lordship’s circular dated the 30th September 1851, 
I have the honour to transmit herewith the ‘“ Blue Book” of this colony from 
the period of its separation from New South Wales, viz., the Ist July 1851, to 
the 31st December last, and to state, that I have been guided in compiling the 
same by the forms prescribed. in your Lordship’s circular before referred to. 
Every effort has been made to render the information therein contained as com- 
plete and accurate as possible ; and I take leave to append such brief remarks 
as may appear called for. 

2. Revenue. 


The abstract of the net revenue under the two general heads shows that an 
increase has taken place in the general revenue over the corresponding six 
months of the year 1850 to the amount of 15,7310. 4s. '7d., and in the territo- 
rial revenue to that of 34,557/. 14s. 9d., making a total half-yearly increase of 
50,2881. 19s. 4d. 

3. Post Office. 
The revenue of the post office and its expenditure stand thus :— 
Revenue. Expenditure. 
1850 £6,629 1 6 £10,640 14 3 
Half of the year 1851 4,751 10 8 5,842 3 9 
4. Local Revenues. 

The local revenues of the city of Melbourne have been compiled for the 
whole year, and amount. to 12,245/. 10s. 3d., and those of the town of Geelong 
for the same period amount to 2,785/. 4s. 1d. 

5. Legislation. 

The reports on the Acts passed by the Legislative Council were forwarded to 

your Lordship in my despatch dated January 16, 1852, No. 11. 
. 6. Council and Assemblies. 

The return under this head contains a list of members of the Executive and 
Legislative Councils. ; 

7. Civil Establishments. 

It may be remarked under this head that the salaries of the various officers 
and others are stated at their fixed rates, and are exclusive of the increases 
granted in consequence of the extraordinary rise in the price of all the necessa- 
ries of life caused by the discovery of gold in this and the adjoining colony of 
New South Wales. 

8. Security for the Discharge of Duties. 

No observations upon this head seem called for. 


9. Pensions. 
The only pensions payable in the colony are,— 
1. To the late Chief Postmaster, 190/. per annum. 
2. To the late Guardian of Aborigines, 120/. per annum. 


10. Foreign Consuls. 


There is only one consul in the colony, who represents in his own person the 
kingdom of Portugal, city of Hamburgh, Norway and Sweden, kingdom of 
Spain, Brazil and Chili. 

11. Population. 


The last census was taken on the 2d of March 185i, and the population is 
shown to be 77,345. The aborigines within the limits of the colony are 
estimated at 2,693 souls. 
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12. Education. 


The number of schools of all denominations is seventy-four, and the number 
of scholars attending the same, of all ages and sexes, is 4.890. 


13. Exchanges, Monies, &c. 

The amount of coin in the colony is stated to be 276,695/. 9s. 7d. 

The paper money in circulation is 141,586. 17s. 8d. The exchange varied 
from 1 per cent. premium to 9 per cent. discount, this being caused by the gold 
discoveries. 

14. Imports and Exports. 


The value of the imports is - - - - £661,155 
The value of the exports, including gold dust is - - 606,051 
The export of wool, in quantity 2,514,631 lbs., valued at - 85,977 
The export of tallow, being 450 tons, valued at - - 12,7385 | 


15. Agriculture. 


The returns of agriculture have been compiled from information furnished by 
the Commissioners of Crown Lands and police magistrates. Great difficulty 1s 


_ experienced in obtaining really correct information, but it is presumed to he 


approximate to real facts. 


: 16. Manufactures, Mines, &c. 

The universal wealth of the colony appears but just to have been discovered. 
The gold fields are numerous, and their extent and produce is at present 
beyond calculation. 

17. Grants of Land. 


The amount realized by the sale of land within the six months ending the 
81st December is 93,206/. 12s. 6d. 


18. Gaols and Prisoners. 


The state of crime in the colony as shown in the returns gives the results 
as under :— 


Convicted of murder - < : : edge 
Other felonies — - - s 2 - 76 
Misdemeanors - - . i ar EES 
Criminals executed - - - = ae, tel 
The civil cases tried in the Supreme Court number - - 43 


of which two only were undefended. 


19. Miscellaneous. 


A variety of returns are given at the end of the “ Blue Book” as printed 
for the Legislative Council. 

A table of contents will be found at the commencement of the book, and 
they disclose a body of useful statistical information. 

20. In conclusion, I may direct your Lordship to the information conveyed 
in other official documents to show that the revenue of the colony under every 
head is increased in the most unprecedented manner, and there can be little 
doubt that the return of the current year will show a customs revenue a.one 
not far short of 300,000/., and a total colonial revenue far above a million 
sterling. 

21. Some doubt has been entertained as to the course which would be pursued 
by the Government of New South Wales in compiling their Blue Book for the 
past year, with reference to the returns required for the Port Phillip district 
for the first six months during which she formed an integral portion of that 
colony. It would have been impossible for a general Blue Book to be furnished 
for the entire year for this colony in the form prescribed by your Lordship in 
the circular adverted to at the commencement of this communication. But lest 
it might be found that information required by Her Majesty’s Government with 
reference to the Port Phillip district was incomplete, from the circumstance of 
separation having taken place in the middle of the year, and the complete 
return for the colony being supplied only for the six months ending the 31st of 
December, I have directed that the returns in the old form usually forwarded 


AVA 
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to the Colonial Secretary of New South Wales should be forthwith compiled and —- VICTORIA. 
ready for transmission in the event of their being called for. aa; 
I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (Signed ) C. J. LATROBE. 
&c. &c. &c. 


VAN DIEMEN’S LAND. VAN DIEMEN'S 


(No. 210.) No. 5. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Sir W. Denison to the Right 
Honourable Sir Jonn 8S. Paxryoton Bart. 


Van Diemen’s Land Government House. 
October 21, 1852. 
Sir, Received January 22, 1853. 
I nave the honour to forward herewith the Blue Book for the year 
1851, and to submit the following remarks upon some of the heads under which 4 ge 
the information is classified. 


1. Revenue. 


On a reference to this table, in which the revenue of 1851 is compared with 
that of the previous year, it will be seen that the total increase under various 
heads amounted to 8,660/. 1s.'7d. This, however, was partially balanced by a 
falling off under other heads to the extent of 2,619/. Os. '7d., showing an abso- 
lute increase in the revenue of the year of 6,041l. 1s. 

On an inspection, however, of the items, it will be seen that in two instances 
the falling off in the revenue was only apparent; for instance, the arrears of 
1849 went to swell the apparent revenue of the post office for 1850, making 
it appear that there had been a falling off in the receipts of that department 
in the course of last year to the extent of 181/. 4s. 6d., and there appears also, 
with reference to the same department, to have been some delay in the payment 
of the half-yearly contribution from the military chest for the postage of the 
convict department, amounting to 750/., which is noted as a deficiency; the 
sum of these two items will amount to 941/. 4s. 6d. 

On the other hand, under the head of fees from the harbour master’s office, 
there appears to be an increase of 979/. 17s. 3d., which is due in great measure, 
if not entirely, to the mode adopted of collecting the pilotage dues, and cannot 
be taken as indicating the absolute amount of addition to the revenue under 
this head. 

If these items, then, be struck out, the balance in favour of the revenue 
for 1851 as compared with that of 1850, will be reduced by the difference 
’ between 979/. 17s. 3d. and 9411. 4s. 6d., or 38/7. 12s. 9d., and will amount to 
6,002/. 8s. 3d., or about 4°5 per cent. 

The principal increase has been in the customs, the returns of which 
show that the revenue from this source in 1851 exceeded that of 1850 by 
4.2741, 9s. 4d., or about 5°75 per cent. The tendency, however, to umprove 
has been general in all the important branches of the revenue. 


2. Expenditure. 


The comparative returns of the expenditure in 1850 and 1851 show an 
increase in the latter year of 3,985/. 12s. 1d., the totals being— 


1850 - - - - £135,429 7 4 
1851 - - - - 139,414 19 5 

The difference, however, is made up, as will be seen on a reference to 
the returns, by the balance of the excess upon certain items against the 
saving in others, the former amounting to 15,1271. 8s. 9d., and the latter to 
11,1417, 13s. 8d. 

It is not necessary that I should go into a detailed analysis of the particular 
items. I may say generally that the principal increase has taken place in the 
amount expended upon public works, education, and charitable allowances 
either to the sick and infirm, or in the support and education of orphan 
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children. This, however, is not owing to any increase in the number of 
persons supported by the public, but is due to a general rise in the price of 
all the principal necessaries of life, and in great measure by the increased 
oe for the supply of those employed in the gold fields in the adjoining 
colonies. 


3. Local Revenues. 


Under this head are inserted the various sums raised by local assessment, 
and expended under the provisions of Acts of Council for local improvements, 
more especially for the construction and repair of roads. These sums are not 
large, but their expenditure has been productive of the best effects, and I have 
no doubt that in future years I shall have to note a large increase in the funds 
applied under local administrations towards purposes most calculated to pro- 
mote the prosperity*and advancement of the colony. 


4. Commissariat Expenditure. 


The rise in the price of provisions, caused partly by the failure of the harvest 
in the adjoining colonies, but principally by the increasing demand for the 
supply of the population of the gold districts in New South Wales and Victoria, 
has caused an increase in the expenditure under this head to the extent of 
4,169/. 17s. 3d., the total in 1850 being 185,596/. 8s. 3d., and in 1851 
18y,766/. 5s. 6d. 

The amount, however, of expenditure upon purely convict service has dimi- 
nished, the total being 120,212/. in 1850 against 115,674/. in 1851. 


5. Public Works— Convict. 


The money expended by the Convict Department upon buildings, &c. has 
been devoted principally to the repair of existing establishments, or to such 
slight additions or alterations as were required in order to perfect the structural 
arrangements. In one instance, however, a larger outlay has occurred,—an 
extensive addition has been made to the principal female establishment at 
Hobart Town, the object of which is to enable the Government to reduce one 
or two detached depdts, by bringing all the female convicts under the control of 
one active and efficient officer. Ample means will be provided for classification 
and separation, and the buildings will, I trust, soon be completed. 


6. Public Works— Colonial. 


With regard to the public works constructed at the expense of the colony, I 
have great pleasure in being able to report satisfactorily of their progress, 

The wharfs at Hobart Town and Launceston, which are urgently required 
for the accommodation of the rapidly increasing trade of these ports, show 
evidence of the care and attention bestowed upon them. They have been 
improved and extended in the course of the past year, though the rise in the 
price of labour and materials has to a certain extent checked the progress of 
the work. In addition to the actual extent of wharf accommodation completed 


in the course of the year, buildings have been erected at Hobart Town for the 


accommodation of the customs, in rear of the wharfs, as well as barracks for 
the men employed in the port officer’s department and in the water police; and 
in the course of a very few years I trust that the arrangements for the accom- 
modation of shipping and the maintenance of good order and regularity in the 
harbour will be perfected. 

The main road between Hobart Town and Launceston is kept in good repair 
at a cost not exceeding 13/. 10s. a mile ; and even this outlay, moderate as it is, 
will in the course of a few years be reduced, I have no doubt, to the extent of 
25 per cent. 

In my Despatch forwarding the Blue Book for 1850, I mentioned that an 
Act had been passed empowering the Government to purchase such land as 
might be required for the erection of a new market. The work was com- 
menced by contract during the last year, and is rapidly approaching completion. 
It will not only be a great convenience to the inhabitants, but will, from its 
position and architectural effect, add very much to the appearance of the 
principal street. 

The works reported in my Despatch No. 38, dated 19th February 1852, 
which have been in progress for some time, for the purpose of establishing an 
easy communication with the western country, have been pushed on with 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 79 


as much speed as the difficulty of the work, and the impediments opposed to it 
by the state of the labour market would permit. ‘The bridge over the Derwent 
at Dunrobin has had its abutments nearly completed, and the foundations of 
one of the piers laid, and brought above the reach of floods, the timber for the 
bridge has been prepared, and is in course of seasoning in order that it may be 
in a state to be framed when the piers are ready to receive the framework. 

The road over the hill has been carried up to the top, a rise of nearly 1,500 


feet, and will soon, I trust, be in a state to allow bullock carts to pass along it. | 


Two bridges over considerable streams flowing into the Derwent are nearly 
completed ; and I have every hope that in the next yearly despatch I may be 
able to say that a practicable opening has been made over the ridge which has 
so long proved a barrier to the extension of the settlement of the country to 
the westward. 


7. Legislation. 


The Acts which were passed in the Session of the Council of 1851 were, 
with the exception of the Electoral Act, 15 Vict. No. 1, of small importance. 

As these, however, have been reported in detail in separate Despatches, I do 
not think it necessary to allude to any of them at present, with the exception 
of two, Nos. 15 and 16, 14 Victoria, which were brought in for the purpose of 
amending two local Road Acts, and enabling them to be brought into effective 
operation. 

8. Education. 

The return under this head shows a gradual increase in the number of 

schools, and of children attending them, but upon this subject I beg to refer 


to the Despatch forwarding the Blue Book of 1850, in which I stated my 
intention to introduce a legislative measure of a comprehensive character, 


by which the education of the children of the colony would be secured, and - 


placed upon such a footing as would allow of its development to suit the 
growing population of the colony. 

I trust, in the Despatch forwarding the Blue Book for 1852, to be able to 
report satisfactorily as to the progress of such a measure. 


9. Imports. 


On reference to the table containing the value of the articles imported into 
this colony in the course of the year 1851, it will be seen that the nominal 
value of these articles has fallen short of that of the imports of 1850 to the 
extent of 16,931/, This table, however, must not be taken as a fair test of 
the extent of the trade of the colony, for it will be seen that the tonnage of the 
shipping employed has increased from 104,017 tons in 1850, to 120,161 tons 
in 1851, or upwards of 15 per cent. The tonnage of vessels trading direct to 
England has diminished, while that of vessels trading to the colonies, and to 
foreign states, has increased considerably. 

On inspecting the individual items in the table, and comparing them with 
the returns of 1850, it will be seen that there has been a falling off in the value 
of a few of the principal articles imported from England to the extent of 
50,688/. as shown below. 

1850. 1851. Decrease. Increase. 


£ £ £ £ 
Appareland slops_ - - 52,906 43,857 9,049 — 
Canvas and bagging - 83,480 23,294 10,186 — 
Cottons and linens - - 42,338 41,192 1,146 — 
Haberdashery — - - $8,254 41,312 — . 8,058 
Hardware - - - 60,292 40,696 9,596 — 
Woollens : - 126,235 102,466 23,769 — 
53,746 
Deduct - - - 8,058 


Decrease - - : - 50,688 
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a ep These being generally articles of small bulk and high value, there must then ~ 
: have been an increase in the value of articles imported from the colonies, or 
from foreign parts, to the extent of 33,7571. 

On reference again to the items in the Table of Imports of 1850 and 1851, 
it will be seen that in the five following articles of general consumption, viz. 
coffee, tea, sugar, spirits, and tobacco, there has been an increase in the value of 
the imports in 1851 over those of 1850 to the extent of 11,151/., the value in 
1850 being 80,096/., and in 1851 91,24°7/. 

On looking to the Table of the Exports of the colony for the past year, there 
appears to have been an increase in their value, as compared with that of the 
exports of 1850, to the amount of 51,940/., and the tonnage of the vessels em- 
ployed in the export trade has increased from 104,848 tons to 118,991, or at the 
rate of 134 per cent. 

On reference to the tables, it will be seen that there has been a decrease in 
the value of the exports to England to the extent of 9,899/., but on comparing 
the items in the table with those of the preceding year, it is evident that this 
falling off has not been occasioned by any decrease in the value of the staple 
articles of export, such as oil, whalebone, wool, timber, bark, and leather, but is 
due to casual shipments in 1850 of articles not the produce of this colony, such 
as tallow, gold dust, &c. 

The value of the exports of agricultural produce and live stock in 1851 has 
exceeded that of the exports of 1850 to the extent of 67,5701. 

This is due principally to the increased price of the different articles, caused 
by the great demand at the gold diggings, though in some of these there has 
been an increase in the quantity as well. 

There has been a falling off in both the quantity and value of the timber 
exported, owing to the want of labour to bring it to market. 


10. Agriculture. 


The agricultural returns are confessedly imperfect, especially as regards the 
quantity of produce raised. ‘There is in the present return an evident falling 
off in the amount of land under cultivation, which can only be attributed to a 
deficiency of labour. 

This operated in the spring of last year to prevent the preparation of the, 
land for the crops, and it also operated severely towards harvest-time, in ren- 
dering it difficult, if not impossible, for the settlers to reap and house their 
corn. Ihave brought this subject under the notice of your predecessor in 
several Despatches, and I need, therefore, say no more at present, than that a 
cause which operated with some severity in 1851 will in 1852 be productive of 
the worst effects upon the agricultural interest of the colony. 


11. Mines and Manufactures. 


With regard to the mines, manufactures, and fisheries, the deficiency of 
labour has already produced an injurious effect upon their prosperity, and I am 
afraid that in the Blue Book for 1852 I shall have to give a return of various 
undertakings put a stop to for want of labour. Ship building is already almost 
entirely at an end. Many whaling vessels are laid up for want of hands. 

Some new mines of coal in the vicinity of Hobart Town were opened in 
the course of 1851, and are working successfully. The coal is an anthracite of 
indifferent quality, but its proximity to the market and its consequent com- 
parative lowness of price has caused a great demand for it, and I have no doubt 
that it will be worked more extensively than at present. 

Upon the other subjects noticed in the tabular statement I have nothing of 


importance to report. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) W. DENISON. 
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